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President  Daoud's 
Republic  Day 
broadcast 


following  is  the  text 
of  the  radio  broadcast  by 
President  of  the  Republic, 
Mohammad  Daoud  on  the 
occasion  of  the  fourth  anni- 
versary of  the  Repubhcan 
regime  on  July  16,  1977. 
Dear  and  esteemed  count- 
rymen: 

Today,  when  we  are  ce- 
lebrating at  a  delicate  and 
historic  stage,  the  fourth 
anniversary  of  the  national 
revolution  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Republic  in 
the  light  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Republic's  Constitu- 
tion, I  wish  to    offer  my 
most  sincere  congratulati- 
ons on  the  occasion,  to  all 
of  you,  sisters,  brothers,  and 
my  countrymen,  and  I  pray 
to  Almighty  God  for  the 
prosperity  and  progress  of 
the  beloved  homeland,  and 
the  glory  and  further  suc- 
cess of  the  noble  Afghan 
nation.  Since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Republican  or- 
der and  up  to  the  present, 


useful  and  basic  steps  have 
been  taken  in  various  sph- 
eres of  economic  and  social 
life  of  the  Afghan  society 
and  comprehensive  prog- 
rammes for   the  benefit  of 

the  public  have  been  pre- 
pared in  this  regard.  For 
this  purpose  the  governm- 
ent began  the  implementa- 
tion of  the  Seven  Year 
Economic  and  Social  Deve- 
lopment Plan  of  the  Afgh- 
an society  last  year  and 
work  on  the  country's  so- 
cial programme  was  start- 
ed, and  is  continuing  acc- 
ording to  plan. 

As  to  what  has  been  done 
during  this  period,  that  is 
since  the  launching  of  the 
plan,  the  necessary  details 
will  be  given  to  the  count- 
rymen by  the  Minister  of 
Planning.  The  only  thing 
I  wish  to  mention  is  that 
the  work  is  continuing  nor- 
mally and  in  accordance 

with  the  -prepared  progra- 
mme. 


My    esteemed  country- 
men are  aware  that  the  de- 
veloping countries  in  this 
turbulent  world,  and  par- 
ticularly at  this  juncture 
when  a  general  economic 
crisis  has  confronted  most 
countries  of  the  world  with 
great  difficulties,  have  to 
work  tirelessly  to  eliminate 
their  backwardness  and  ha- 
ve to  do  a  lot,  which  can- 
not be  accomplished   all  at 
once  because  here  the  qu- 
estion of  priorities  and  ba- 
sic needs  of  a  society  com- 
es up.  As  I  have  said  on 
several  occasions,  the  pro- 
gress of  a  country  cannot 
be  achieved  by    a  certain 
number  of  persons.  On  the 
contrary  to  accomplish  this 
task  requires  everyone  in 
the  country,  wherever  and 
in  whatever   position  they 
may  be,  to  strive,    as  is 
necessary  and  fitting  for  a 
a  patriot,    for  the  progress 
of  their  country. 

The  object  and  purpose 
of  a  national  and  progress- 
ive revolution  is  advancem- 
ent. This  demands  initia- 
tive and  fundamental  ch- 
anges, which  in  themselves 
is  not  a  simple  matter,  wh- 
ich may  attain  national  as- 
pirations easily  and  with- 
in a  short  period  of  time. 

Every  national  and  pro- 
gressive movement  that  is 
designed  to  achieve  nation- 
al interests,  and  social 
justice  and  serve  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  is  bo- 
und to  encounter  the  dissa- 


tisfaction of  reactionary 
and  extremist  groups  be- 
cause they  consider  such  a 
course  to  be  contrary  to 
their  personal  wishes  and 
their  material  and  politi- 
cal interests  and,  therefore, 
in  order  to  confuse  public 
opinion  and  halt  progressi- 
ve movements,    they  are 

prepared  to  resort  to  every 
possible  manner  of  mali- 
cious propaganda,  conspira- 
cy, and  scheming,  and  ev- 
en to  subversion,  and  the- 
reby hinder  the  movement. 

However,  ttiose  elem- 
ents which  prefer  their 
own  interests  and  selfish 
desires  to  national  inter- 
ests and  welfare,  will  reap 
the  fruits  of  failure  and  no- 
thing else. 

The  implementation  of 
the  objectives  of  the  revo- 
lution of  17th  July,  1973 
demands  not  only  cooper- 
ation and  selflessness  on 
the  part  of  the  administra- 
tive quarters  in  the  coun- 
try, but  everyone  in  this 
land  have  to  shoulder  res- 
ponsibilities and  obligations 
for  the  attainment  of  this 
ideal,  which  they  must  not 
shirk. 

Afghanistan's  foreign 
policy,  which  rests  upon  the 
major  principles  of  preser- 
vation of  national  indepen- 
dence,    sovereignty,  and 
national       interests,  non- 
alignment,  independent 
judgment     in  internati- 
onal      issues,  mutual 
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friendship  and  respect  with 
all  peace-loving  peoples 
and  nations  of  the  world, 
and  respect  for  the  United 
Nations  Charter,  was  pur- 
sued vigorously  during  the 
past  year. 

The    creation    of  an 
atmosphere       of  peace, 
understanding     and  coop- 
eration     in      the  wo- 
rld, particularly  among  the 
countries  of  our  region,  is 
desired  by  Afghanistan  so 
that  in  such  an  atmosphere 
all  countries  may  be  able 
to  continue    their  efforts 
for  the  progress  of  their 
societies.  Visits,  exchange 
of  views  on  various  levels 
with  the  leaders  of  friend- 
ly   countries    during  the 
year  promoted  understand- 
ing and  the  further  deve- 
lopment of  friendly  relati- 
ons between  Afghanistan 
and  these  countries. 

The  development  of  re- 
ce*at  events  in  Pakistan  is 
an  iiiternal  matter  of  that 
country.  I  hope  that  condi- 
tions and  the  situation  will 
emerge  in  such  a  way  that 
one  day  we  may  be  able  to 
settle  our  only  political  dif- 
ference in  an  atmosphere 
of  friendship  and  cordiality 
and  to  the  benefit  of  our 
peoples  atid  regional  peace 
in  a  just  and  honourable 
manner. 

On  this  occasion  I  wish 
to  express  the  thanks  of 
the  people  and  governm- 
ent of  Afghanistan  for  the 
economic  and  technical  as- 


sistance given  by  all  frien 
dly  countries  and  intemati 
onal  organisations. 

The  Charter  of  the 
National  Revolution  Pa- 
rty, which  had  been 
formulated  by  a  spe- 
cial commission,  was  turn 
ed  over  to  another  select 
commission  after  the  prom- 
ulgation of  the  Constitution 
for  study  and  scrutiny  of  its 
articles  with  the  provisions 
Of  the  Constitution,  and 
now,  after  the  completion 
of  the  studies,  I  proclaim 
it  as  a  means  of  ref- 
lecting the  social  wishes 
imparting  political  training 
to  the  people,  and  propag- 
ating the  principles  of  the 
revolution  of  17th  July, 
1973,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Article 
130  of  the  Constitution. 

The  development  and 
rebuilding  of  a  new  Afgha- 
nistan can  be  accomplished 
better  only  by  the  exercis- 
ing of  the  powers  of  the 
majority  of  the  people,  th- 
at is  farmers,  workers,  the 
youth  and  the  intelligentsia 
within  the  framework  of  a 
vast  movement  guided  by 
a  progressive  and  national 
party. 

As  I  had  previously  stat- 
ed, I  repeat  once  again  th- 
at the  national  revolution 
enjoins  upon  all  patriotic 
forces  to  devote  their  ener- 
gies to  the  service  and  gui- 
dance of  their  people  and 
to  strive  sincerely  and  with 
unity  of  thought  and  ac- 
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tion,  wherever  and  in  what- 
ever position  they  may  be, 
concertedly  and  harmon- 
iously for  furthering  the 
objectives  of  the  revolution 
which  aims  at  nothing  but 
the  progress  and  honour 
of  the  Afghan  nation. 

In  conclusion  I  offer,  my 
best  wishes  from  the  bott- 


om of  my  heart  to  my  esti- 
mable sisters  and  brothers 
and  I  pray  to  Almighty 
God  for  the  progress  of 
our  beloved  homeland  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  noble 
Afghan  nation. 

Long  Live  Afghanistan. 
Long  Live  the  Republic. 


fliiiiiiin#Jiliiiiiiiiiii»"i{!iiriii;^ 
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The  Leader  of  Revolutior 
reviewing  parade  of  th( 
armed  forces  of  the  Repu 
blic  which  took  place  a 
Wazir  Akbar  Khan  Wat 
on  July  17,  1977. 


President  of  the  Republ: 
Mohammad  Daoud  visitin 
a  section  of  the  Nation: 
Industrial  Fair  at  the  Jas] 
en  grounds  on  July  17,  197 
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A  number  of  students 
)erforming  gymnastics  sh- 
)w  at  Ghazi  Stadium  on 
uly  18,  1977. 
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President  of  the  Republic 
Mohammad  Daoud  shaking 
hands  with  one  of  the  ar- 
tists from  friendly  countries 
in  the  Presidential  Palace 
on  July  17,  1977. 


Information  and  Culture 
Minister  Prof.  Dr.  Nevin 
talking  with  some  visiting 
artists  of  friendly  countries 
who  participated  in  the  fo- 
urth anniversary  of  the  fo- 
unding of  Republic  in  Af- 
ghanistan. 


President's  message  on 
publication  of  First 
seven  year  plan 


Following  is  the  message 
of  President  of  the  Republic 
Mohammad  Daoud  iss- 
ued on  the  occasion 
the  publication  of  the  first 
Seven — Year  Economic  and 
Social  Developmen:t  Plan 
of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan   on  January  25,  1977. 

It  is  a  matter  of  pleasure 
that  the  text  of  the  first 
Seven  Year  Economic  and 
Social  Development  Plan  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanist- 
an is  being  placed  before 
my  fellow  countrymen  and 
that  Government's  promise 
for  its  formulation  has  been 
fulfilled.  The  Seven  Year 
Plan  of  the  Republican  Go- 
vernment is  based  on  the 
needs  and  desires  of  our 
people.  The  objective  of 
the  Plan  is  optimum  utili- 
sation of  the  financial  and 
human  resources  and  their 
mobilisation  for  the  achie- 
vement of  economic  inde- 
pendence and  the  creation 
of  a  contented  and  progres- 
sive society. 

From  the  point  of  view  of 


the  standard  of  living  of 
the  people  and  other  cha- 
racteristics, Afgha^iistan  is 
counted  among  the  least 
developed  countries.  Thro- 
ughout the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, when  a  number  of 
countries  were  benefitting 
from  the  results  of  the  in- 
dustrial revolution,  the  pat- 
riots of  our  country,  by 
employing  all  national  re- 
sources, were  engaged  in  a 
struggle  against  the  imper- 
ialist forces,  in  order  to 
preserve  their  national  and 
political  identity.  When 
the  situation  normalised,  a 
part  of  the  precious  time 
of  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try was  directed  towards 
the  management  of  the 
administrative  affairs  and 
the  establishment  of  social 
and  economic  institutions, 
Based  on  these  considerati- 
ons, our  country  later  em- 
barked upon  the  design  and 
implementation  of  a  sys- 
tematic method  of  develop- 
ment. 

Coordinated    method  of 
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developme'nt  for  the  utiliza- 
tion of  the  natural  resour- 
ces of  the  country  was  em- 
bodied in  the  framework  of 
the  first  Five  Year  Econo- 
mic and  Social  Development 
Plan.  In  the  first  and  se- 
cond Plans,  based    on  the 
mixed  and     guided  econo- 
mic pohcy,  steps  were  ta- 
ken for  the  design    of  the 
infrastructures  of  growth. 
But  unfortunately,  due  to 
lack  of  stabiUty  in  the  ad- 
ministrative and  economic 
systems  in  the  country  dur- 
ing the  several  subsequent 
years,  the  long-term  deve- 
lopment   objectives  could 
not  be  followed  up  and  im- 
plemented according  to  ex- 
pectations. 

Retarded  administrative 
and  productive  institutions 
and  above  all  lack  of  an 
essential    commitment  and 
ideology  can    be  counted 
among  the  major  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  development. 
In  consideration    of  these 
obstacles,  development  str- 
ategy of  the    Seven  Year 
Economic  and  Social  Plan 
of  the  Repubhcan  Govern- 
ment has  been  based  and 
designed  on     the  national 
ideology  and  the  potential 
of  natural     resources;  and 
its  structure  is  indicative  of 
the  deep    commitment  of 
the  Republican  Government 
to  the  development  and  ex- 
ploitation of  natural  reso- 
urces and  the  mobilization 
of  the  human  resources  of 
the  country. 

The     methods  designed 


for  the  Seven  Year  Plan  are 
based  on  the  objectives  of 
the  national  revolution  and 
the  reality  of  the  structure 
of  the  Afghan  society  at 
this  historical  stage. 

We  are  living  in  an  era 
of    radical  technological 
changes  and  an  era  mark- 
ed by  lack  of  equal  oppor- 
tunities and  economic  pot- 
entials in  the  international 
arena.     Unfavourable  ev- 
ents and  severe  fluctuati- 
ons in  the  international  ec- 
onomy and  their  continuati- 
on slow  down  the  possibilty 
of  rapid  development  of 
less  developed  countries  and 
widen  the  economic  dispari- 
ties and  these  factors  will 
not  be  without  effect  on 
the  forecasts  of  the  Plan. 

In  view  of  this  conside- 
ration the  creation  and  sta- 
bilization of  a  new  econo- 
mic order  at  the  internati- 
onal level  is  ne.cessary  and 
realisation  of  this  objectiv- 
es will    help  Afghanistan 
and  other  developing  co- 
untries in  narrowing  down 
the  disparities.    Also,  ma- 
nagement of  international 
economic  relations,  based 
on  the  principles  of  justice 
and  provision  of  equal  op- 
portunities and  economic 
potentials  will  create  con- 
ditions for  the  developing 
countries  to  use  their  res- 
ources effectively    for  the 
raising  of  the  standard  of 
living  of  their  people. 

As  can  be  observed,  par- 
ticipation of  the  friendly 
countries  and  international 
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institutions  in  the  financ- 
ing of  the  Seven  Year  Plan 
is  considerable.  We  put  on 
record  our  appreciation  of 
all  this  cooperation  extend- 
ed to  us  at  this  stage  of  de- 
velopment. We  expect  th- 
at, with  the  implementati- 
on of  the  Plan  and  its  con- 
tinuation, conditions  will 
be  created  so  that  Afghanis- 
tan will  be  able  to  rely 
more  on  her  own  financial 
and  human  resources  and 
be  able  to  accelerate  her 
economic  growth. 

Dear  Sisters  and  Broth- 
ers: 

Every  social  order  has  its 
own  special  virtue.  The  str- 
ength of  our  national  and 
progressive  system  lies  in 
the  people  and  the  pillars 
Of  this  system  rest  on  the 
strong  will  of  the  Afghan 
nation  and  their  multi-dim- 
ensional participation  in 
the  national  reconstruction. 
History  has  put  the  fulfil- 
ment of  great  aspirations 
on  the  shoulders  of  patrio- 
tic and  progressive  States- 
aspirations  which  come  fr- 
om the  depths  of  the  will 
Of  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

According  to  the  objec- 
tives of  the  Revolution  the 
Republican  Government  of 
Afghanistan  is  today  inv- 
olved in  the  stage  of  im- 
plementation of  the  first 
Seven  Year  Development 
Plan.  But  implementation  of 
this  Plan  is  in  need  of  mo- 
netary and  fiscal  resourc- 


es, technical  know-how  and 
the  provision  of  profession- 
al cadres.  But  an  import- 
ant factor  for  the  fulfilm- 
ent of  the  objectives  of  the 
Plan  and  other  various  ba- 
sic programs  is  the  whole- 
hearted, tireless  and  honest 
participation  of  all  individ- 
uals of  the  nation. 

The  strength  of  our  sys- 
tem is  based  on  diligence, 
honesty  and  truth  and  to- 
day it  is  need  of  the  parti- 
cipation of  those  who  pos- 
sess this  strength  and  ha- 
ve attuned  themselves  to 
this  task.  Every  heart  that 
throbs  for  the  country  to 
hold  her  head    high  and 
every  mind  that  thinks  in 
this  way  has  realized  this 
need  that,  until  countrymen 
participate  actively  and  ho- 
nestly in  the  implementati- 
on of  basic  plans  of  Govern- 
ment which  reflect  the  de- 
sires Of  the  majority  of  the 
people,  these  plans  will  not 
bear  fruit. 

I  fully  believe  that  the 
patriotic  people  of  this  co- 
untry, by  a  deep  realizati- 
on of  their  national  duties 
for  the  contentment  and 
prosperity  of  the  coming 
generations,  will  undergo 
sacrifices  in  a  manner  that 
national  ideals  demand  and 
with  the  help  of  Almighty 
God,  pave  the  way  to  the 

creation  of  a  contented  so- 
ciety. 
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President  message  on 
Al'Afghani  seminar 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  message  of  President  of 
the  RepubUc  Mohammad 
Daoud  issued  on  the  occasion 
of  International  seminar 
commemorating    the  80th 
death  anniversary    of  Say- 
ed  Jamaluddi'n  M-Afghanx 
on  March  9,  1977: 

It  is  an  occasion  for 
great  pleasure  that  on  the 
occasion  of  the  80th 
anniversary  of  the  death  of 
Sayed  Jamaluddin  Afgha- 
ni, a  prominent  figure  of 
the  East,  this  seminar  is 
convened,  participated  by 
Afghan  and  foreign  scho- 
lars, in  the  native  land  of 
this  esteemed  reformer. 

Sayed  Jamaluddi'a  al-Af- 
ghani  is  one  of  those  men 
of  courage  and  perseveran- 
ce who  sought  the  essence 
of  his  life  in  serving  the 
oppressed  nations  of  the 
East. 

In  the  dark  days  when 
the  Muslim  nations  obliv- 


ious of  their  being  and  pow- 
er and  severed  from  the  gl- 
ory and  pride  of  their  fore- 
fathers, in  a  hfe  empty  of 
vigour  were  in  the  throes  of 
coloniahsm  Sayed  Jamalud- 
din Afghani  with  a  faith  and 
conviction  reminiscent  of 
centuries  past  came  to  the 
fore  and  waged  war 
against  darkness,  ignoran- 
ce, discord  and  despotism. 

The  struggles  of  this  Af- 
ghan genius  constitutes  pr- 
aiseworthy guidelines  for 
freedom  fighters  and  patr- 
iots who  in  various  countr- 
ies rose  against  coloniahsm 
and  tyranny. 

The  noble  spirit  of  this 
man  is  manifested  in  his 
actions.  In  the  entire  cour- 
se of  his  glorious  life  he 
sought  nothing  but  right 
and  truth.  It  was  with  this 
noble  spirit  that  he  fought 
against  the  world's  great 
colonial  powers  and  tyran- 
nical estabhshments  in  the 
East. 
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Sayed  Jamaluddin,  on  the 
one  hand  was  nurtured  in 
the  context  of  culture  and 
old  and  'new  spiritual  and 
material  values  of  Muslim 
nations  and  on  the  other 
hand  came  to  know  the 
West  comprehensively. 

Al-Afghani  struggled  for 
the  freedom,  prosperity  of 
the  people  of  this  country, 
Afghanistan,  in  the  heart 
of  the  West.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  one  of  the  first 
great  men  of  the  East  who 
introduced  this  part  of  the 
world,  the  conditions  of  hfe, 
and  the  past  glories  of  its 
people  to  European  nati- 
ons and  made  humanity 
conscious  of  the  atrocities 
of  colonialism  in  Islamic 
countries. 

Disunity  and  backwardness 
of  the  Muslims  and  their 
oblivion  was  cause  for  gr- 
eat suffering  to  Sayed  Ja- 
maluddin Afghani.  Fact- 
ors leading  to  misfortune 
of  the  Muslims  from  his 
view  points  were  colonial- 
i|iri  and  dark  deeds  of  rul- 
inyg  establishments  in  the 
East  and  tearing  away  of 
Muslims  from  philosophy 
which  in  the  past  was  rec- 
koned as  guarantor  of  their 


honour  and  success. 

Sayed  Jamaluddin  suff- 
ered by  reminiscing  the 
glorious  past  of  the  Muslim 
nations  in  the  centuries  du- 
ring which  Muslims  were 
vanguards  of  civihsation 
and  culture  in  the  world 
and  from  comparing  that 
proud  status  which  their 
sorry  state  in  the  nineteenth 
century.  Accordingly  al 
Afghani  was  of  th^  apinion 
that  to  formulate  their  fu- 
ture life  the  Mushms  should 
know  their  past  well,  acq- 
uire knowledge,  recognise 
the  requirements  of  the 
time  and  stand  up  against 
tyranny  and  coloniahsm  . 

Words  and  deeds  of  Say- 
ed Jamaluddin  Afghani  pre- 
serve their  human  message 
in  our  century.  The  messa- 
ge which  has,  inherent  in 
it,  humanism  and  love  for 
the  great  human  masses, 
brotherhood  and  equality,  is 
eternal. 

It  is  my  hope  that  Af- 
ghan and  guest  scholars 
participating  in  this  acade- 
mic meeting  will  succeed  in 
their  investigation  of  tho- 
ughts, opinions  and  life  of 
Sayed  JanMiLldda  Afghani. 
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PRESIDENT 
DAOUD'S  NEW  YEAR 
MESSAGE 


Text  Of  the  New  Year 
message  issued  by  Moham- 
mad Daoud,  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan 
and  broadcast  over  Radio 
Afghanistan  on  March  2l5t 
1977. 

With  hope  for  the  pros- 
perity and  progress  of  the 
homeland,  I  wish  to  offer 
my  heartfelt  congratulations 
to  all  of  you  my  dear  and 
compatriot  sisters  and  bro- 
thers on  the  advent  of  the 
New  Year.  I  wish  new  year 
to  prove  a  year  of  plenty, 
good-fortune,  fraternity  and 
equality  and  a  year  of  pro- 
gress for  the  noble  Afghan 
nation. 

On  this  auspicious  occ^ 
sion  when  we  are  celebrat- 
ing, like  our  forefathers, 
Nowroz,  I  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  look  back  and  assess 
the  results  of  our  acts  of 
commission  and  omission. 

I  think  that  1355  was  an 
extremely  sensitive  year  for 
the  people  of  Afghanistan. 
During  this  year  Almighty 
God  enabled  the  people  and 
government  of  Afghanistan 
to  pass  successfully  through 


the  first  phase  of  their  life, 
namely  the  establishment  of 
security  and  consolidation 
of  the  Republican  order, 
and  move  into  a  newer  ph- 
ase. 

Last  year,  which  doubt- 
lessly will  be  recorded  in 
magnified  letters  in  the  glo- 
rious history  of  the  noble 
Afghan  nation,  was  a  great 
and  epoch-making  year.  Du- 
ring this  year,  in  addition 
to  the  important  and  funda- 
mental steps  which  were  ta- 
ken for  the  country's  econo- 
mic, social,  political  and  cul- 
tural development,  a  num- 
ber of    extremely  import- 
ant laws  were  formulated 
and  enforced,  each  one  of 
which  will  exert  important 
influence  on  the  establish- 
ment of    rule  of    law  and 
social  justice. 

Similarly,  a  number  of 
useful  projects  in  var- 
ious spheres  of  social  life 
were  completed  and  began 
operation.  Practical  steps 
were  taken  for  implement- 
ing the  Seven- Year  Econo- 
mic and  Social  Developm- 
ent Plan,  that  is  surely  a 
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firm  and  enduring  basis  for 
social  progress. 

The  most  important  event 
of  last  year  was  the  conven- 
ing of  the  first  loya  jirgah 
of  the  Repubhc,  to  which 
the  valiant   Afghan  nation 
elected,    under  completely 
democratic  and  free  condi- 
tions, its  representatives  to 
consider  and     discuss  the 
draft     of    the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan, and  after  disc- 
ussions and  amendment  of 
a  part  of  the  clauses  of  this 
national,    progressive  and 
historic  document  of  Afgh- 
anistan, they  approved  it. 
Now  that    the  Republic's 
Constitution  has  been  pro- 
mulgated.    Almighty  God 
may  enable  all  of  us  to  em- 
erge successful  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people  and  history  of 
Afghanistan,  from  this  gra- 
ve historic  test. 

Dear  sisters  and  broth- 
ers: The    year  ahead  is  a 
more  difficult  year    full  of 
new  responsibilities.    It  is  a 
year  in  which  fatigue  should 
be  forgotten.  Ours  is  a  vast 
programme.  We  need,  more 
than  anything  else  to  reb- 
iuld  our  nation's  persona- 
lity— the  quahty  that  is  the 
sole  instrument  of  salva- 
tion, unity  and   strength.  In 
order  to  accomplish  this  task 
we  are  in  need  of  formula- 
ting a  theory    of  national 
and  demiocratic  revolution 
for  the  Afghan  nation,  and 
this  task  should  be  accom- 
plished in  accordance  with 
the  law  of  social  maturity 


and  proportionate    to  the 
social    consciousness  of  our 
people.  We  should  associate 
the  entire,  or  at  least  the 
majority  of  the  people  with 
the  nation  building  process 
of  our  country.  In  the  year 
ahead  we  must  determine, 
step  by  step,  and  by  under- 
standing the  temperament 
of  our  sociefy  and  nation, 
theory  of  revolution  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  then  strive  to 
implement  it. 

In  view  of  all  these  im- 
portant events  and  occur- 
rences and  the  vastness  oi 
the  programme,  it    is  my 
wish  that  the  foundations  of 
the  Republican   Order  must 
truely  be  laid  on  the  law 
because  for  estabUshing  a 
humanitarian  order  and  a 
true  and  reasonable  democ- 
racy it  is  not  enough  that 
our  laws  should  rest  only 
on  paper  or  progressive  and 
humanitarian    phrases.  On 
the  contrary,  this  progress 
should  be  reflected  in  our 
deeds  and  attitudes.  If  a 
legal  provision  fails  in  op- 
ening   a  path    in  the  life 
of  the  people  then  it  is  in 
reality  nothing  more  than  a 
line  on  paper. 

DecU'  countrymen:  A  na- 
tion has  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing a  social  revolution  to 
a  successful  culmination 
when  its  notable  members 
are  really  familiar  with 
the  true  objectives  of  the 
Revolution.  In  this  age  wh- 
en there  is  so  much  talk 
about  democracy,  its  inter- 
pretation and  real  and  true 
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application  have  become 
ambiguous  because  there 
are  few  orders,  whether  lef- 
tist or  rightist,  which  do  not 
claim  democracy  and  do  not 
consider  themselves  prog- 
ressive democrats.  This  sh- 
ows that  human  social  theo- 
ries like  everything  else  can 
never  be  eternally  endur- 
ing and  that  they  are  liable 
to  be  interpreted  in  accor- 
dance with  changing  circu- 
mstances, the  level  of  know- 
ledge, the  ideological  out- 
look and  the  higher  inter- 
ests of  the  society. 

The  government  of  the 
Republic  does  not  see  any 
other  way  of  promoting  the 
country's  prosperity  except 
that  of  the  establishment  of 
a  true  and  reasonable  de- 
mocracy. The  real  foundati- 
ons of  such  a  social  situati- 
on must  be  considered  to 
lie  in  the  full  realisation  of 
the  rights  of  the  people  and 
respect  for  the  principle  of 
luitional  sovereignty.  Th- 
ese two  principles  must  not 
be  violated  overtly  or  cov- 
ertly. 

For  a  developing  society, 
which  regretfully  has  lagg- 
ed behind  the  caravan  of 
civilisation  for  various  rea- 
sons and  which  must  strive 
harder  to  compensate  for 
its  backwardness  it  is  not 
a  simple  and  easy  matter 
to  attain  this  sacred  goal. 
However,  work  should  be 
started  resolutely  and  this 
difficult  path  should  be 
traversed  step  by  step. 

In  human  societies,  reg- 
ardless of  their  social  status 


and  the  order  under  which 
they  live,  it  is  not  possible 
for  class  differences  and  in- 
equalities to  exist  openly 
or  under  the  surface. 

Practically  speaking,  no 
ideology  has  succeeded  so 
far  in  surmounting  really 
and  truely  this  difficulty.  It 
must  however  be  added  th- 
at the  elimination  of  these 
paradoxes  through  the  ap- 
phcation  of  force  cannot 
only  fail  to  remove  the  ba- 
sis of  this  human  difficulty, 
but  that  such  a  course  fans 
the  flames  of  hatred,  malice 
and  discord  among  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  the  societv, 
creates  a  turbulent  situation 
and  makes  respect  for 
man's  dignity  practically 
meaningless. 

Democracy  is  basically 
freedom,  fraternity  and  eq- 
uality, but  it  should  never 
be  interpreted  to  mean  an- 
archy, lawlessness,  egotism, 
discrimination,  disruption 
and  subversion,  nor  should 
it  be  utilised  contrary  to 
national  unity,  security  and 
interests.  Democracy  means 
that  in  view  of  the  laws 
and  principles  formulated 
by  itself,  the  nation  should 
be  sovereign  in  determining 
the  destinies  of  its  country 
and  that  the  individual  sh- 
ould consider  himself  im- 
mune. 

I  sincerely  urge  my  coun- 
trymen to  adopt  the  right 
path  for  applying  and  up- 
holding the  laws  in  thc^ir  na- 
tional and  everyday  life 
and  to  strive  diligently  to 
solve  the  smallest  and  the 
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largest  difficulty  of  the  dep- 
rived majority  of  this  land 
through  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  and  other 
supplementary  laws  and  on 
the  basis  of  the  principles 
of  the  national  and  progres- 
sive ideology. 

In  this  regard,  my  words 
are  directed,  specially,  tow- 
ards the  members  of  the  sta- 
te and  the  government. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
cabinet,  after  the  sweari'ng- 
in  ceremony,  I  have  explai- 
ned openly  and  in  a  very  f 
iendly  and  cordial  jnatiner, 

all  that  I   as  a  resDongible 
»  i- 

person  and  in  view  of  the 

Oath  that  I  have  taken  in 
the  presence  of  the  represe- 
ntatives of  the  Afgli-m  nation 
pledging  to  respe(  t,  fully  the 
Constitution  of  the  repub- 
lic and  the  laws  and  rules 
of  the  country,  as  v/ell  as  re- 
spect for  and  adlierence  to 
the  objectives  of  the  Revol- 
ution of  July  17,  1973,  the 
major  lines  of  w?iich  have 
been  explained  from  time  tu 
time,  as  also  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  the 
National  Revolution  Party, 
details  of  which  will  be 
announced  later. 

I  told  my  colleagues  that 
we  do  not  hesitate  in  adop- 
ting any  progressive  course 
that  is  compatible  to  actual 
and  mental  conditions  in 
our  society.  But  every  social 
revolution  demands  the  att- 
ainment of  specific  econom- 
ic, social,  political  and  tech- 


nical conditions  without  wh- 
ich the  target  cannot  be  ach- 
ieved; and  I  also  added  ana- 
lysis on  our  part  should  ne- 
ver be  separate  from  our 
historical  situation.  We  shall 
never  resort  to  blind  imita- 
tion of  others. 

Afghanistan's  revolution 
is  founded  upon  principles 
which  emanate  from  the  de- 
pth of  the  Afghan  society 
and  from  our  social  expe- 
riences. Afghanistan  is  a 
country  with  an  ancient  and 
great  history  and  with  part- 
icular traditions  and  culture 
as  well  as  particular  charac- 
teristics. These  principles 
stem  from  conditions  genui- 
nely prevailing  in  our  socie- 
ty, because  a  national  mov- 
ement will  never  materialise 
u'niess  cin^  until  it  takes  its 
roots  from  the  beliefs  and 
opinions  of  the  sons  of  the 
soil  itself.  As  vv^e  al]  kno\v 
history  is  withness  to  it. 

Service  to  the  majority  of 
the  population  is  the  main 
and  irnportant  revolutionary 
slogan  of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanista'n  and  the  unity 
of  all  theories  both  theore- 
tical and  practical,  is  miade 
oviy  to  serve  majority  of 
the  population  in  this  coun- 
try. 

The  element  which  enjoys 
a  special  value  and  importa- 
nce in  our  views  and  which 
constitutes  the  fundamental 
principle  of  our  Republican 
revolution  and  organisation, 
is  the  preservation  of  natio- 
nal integrity,  maintenance 
of  well-being  and  service  to 
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the  majority  and  not  to  any 
particular  group.  We  said 
what  there  was  to  be  said.  I 
expressed  the  hope  that  all 
of  us  in  a  friendly  a*nd 
brotherly  atmosphere  to  ex- 
ert all  our  energies  with 
selflessness  and  with  ut- 
most interest  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  progress  and 
development  of  our  coun- 
try and  in  rendering  service 
to  our  natio'n  and  people. 

For  the  progress  and  pro- 
sperity of  our  beloved  coun- 
try to  consider  ourselves  in 
one  boat  and  to  feel  that 
the  failure  of  one  of  our  fri- 
ends will  be  the  failure  of 
all  and  a  cause  for  the  back- 
wardness of  our  country.  To 
consider  their  success  as  th- 
at of  ours  and  to  go  forward, 
by  the  Grace  of  God,  with 
this  spirit  of  biotherhood 
and  party  and  with  a  truely 
united  team  which  is  patrio- 
tic and  selfless. 

I  also  told  my  friends  th- 
at another  important  task 
before  us  is  to  remove  the 
dark  curtains  which  have  be- 
en hung  during  long  years 
through  corrupt  civil  serva- 
nts to  separate  the  state  fr- 
om the  people.  Let  us  est- 
ablish direct  contact  betwe- 
en the  two  so  that  the  peop- 
le really  feel  close  to  the  st- 
ate and  the  party  and  by  th- 
is means  to  take  the  funda- 
mental step  towards  the  str- 
engthening of  national  unity. 
This  can  materialise  only 
when  we  leave  our  pride 
and  selfishness  to  one  side 


and  to  be  benevolent.  Pio- 
us and  patriotic  at  all  times 
in  our  deeds  and  actions. 
This  is  the  only  way  which 
can  assure  us  in  the  realis- 
ation of  our  aspirations.  Th- 
is is  my  desire  and  my  hea- 
rfelt  wish  from  all  those  who 
are  cooperating  with  me. 

These  are  the  real  qualit- 
ies of  an  Afghan  Muslim 
and  a  revolutionary  and  the 
path  which  can  take  us  with 
the  help  of  Almighty  God  to 
our  ultimate  goal  which  is 
nothing  but  prosperity  of 
the  country  and  service  to 
the  majority  of  the  popula- 
tion.  This  was  my  ardent  de- 
sire and  heartfelt  wish  from 
all  my  colleagues. 

I  shall  carry  out  all  I  ha- 
ve said  on  my  own  behaU 
and  shall  follow  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  until 
the  last  breath  and  so  long 
as  I  am  responsible,  I  shall 
never  let  justice  to  become 
tool  in  the  hands  of  the  po- 
werful. 

The  Republic  of  Afghanis- 
tan, is  most  of  all  the  Repu- 
blic for  the  majority  of  the 
working  class  and  those  who 
have  been  deprived.  I  shall 
never  desist  in  my  efforts 
until  unequality  and  discri- 
mination has  been  totally 
and  completely  wiped  out. 

We  should  not  consider  the 
New  Year  as  a  change  in 
time  only.  The  New  Year  in 
my  Opinion  is  the  realisati- 
on of  those  aspirations  that 
one  day  we  will  be  able  to 
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cure  our  problems  through 
the  history  and  to  convert 
the  Afghan  nation  into  a  pr- 
ogperoii3  nation,  and  fully 
aware  of  the  secrets  of  pro- 
oTP^  and  '  ,elopment.  At 
the  end,  I  pray  to  Almigh- 


ty God  for  the  happiness,  pe- 
ace  and  social  wellbeing  of 

the  people  of  Afghanistan, 
the  noble  pashtoon  and  Bal- 
uch  people  and  other  natio- 
ns of  the  Muslim  community 
and  the  whole  world. 


t^iiiiiiiOEiiiiiii^^^ 

iigliin^pfii{{iigiiff 
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President's  message 
on  Teachers^  Dn\r 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  message  issued  by  the 
President  of  the  Repu- 
blic Mohammad  Daoud  on 
the  occasion  of  Teachers' 
Day  on  April  21,  1977. 

In  the  name  of  Almighty 
God,  the  Merciful  and  the 
Compassdonate: 

Esteemed  professors  and 
teachers: 

It  is  a  matter  of  pleasure 
to  me  that,  once  again,  on 
the  auspicious  occasion  of 
Teachers'  Day  our  nation 
pays  tribute  to  spiritual  st- 
atus  of  professors  and  tea- 
chers in  our  country^  I  offer 
my  sincere  congratulations 
on  this  auspicious  day  to  all 
professors  and  teachers,  and 
those  who  have  devoted  th- 
emselves to  knowledge. 

Honouring  of  teachers, 
and  appreciation  of  the  en- 
deavours and  services  of  pr- 
ofessors and  educators,  in 
reality,  is  upholding  know- 
ledge which  in  itself  is  one 
of  the  religiuos  traditions 
and  values  of  our  national 
culture,  transferred^  in  the 
course  of  centuries,  from 
generation  to  generation, 
and  the  history  of  our  land 
is  a  true  witness  to  it. 


It  was  in  the  light  of  this 
appreciation  for  knowled- 
§e,  that  the  valuable  ser- 
vices  Of  our  past  scholars 
and  thinkers  in  the  way  of 
advancing  education  and  fo. 
unding  of  a  genuine  and 
human  civilisation,  embra- 
ces  bright  pages  of  world 
history  and  culture;  and  it 
is  evident  that  we  need  to 
strengthen  this  spirit,  to- 
day,  more  than  ever  bef- 
ore. 

It  ds  a  clear  and  irrefuta- 
ble  reality  that  real  prosp- 
erity  and  wellbeing  of  soc- 
iety is  ensured  when  all  its 
members  enjoy  sound  and 
conscientious  education,  and 
this  as  a  responsibility,'  that 
in  the  course  of  history,  has 
been  shouldered  by  the  tea- 
cher, and  today  that  huma- 
nity  is  confronted  with  great 
and  diverse  changes,  cons- 
titutes,   undoubtedly,  the 
greatest     obligation  '  of 
the  teachers.  Hence  the  tea- 
Cher    can    be  construed 
as  the  founder  of  the  civili- 
sation and  future  prosperity 
of  a  society,  and  such  a  per. 
son  of  course,  merits  resp- 
ect  and  esteem. 
The  educational  reforms 
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in  our  country  devised  on 
the  basis  of  the  policy  of 
the  Republican  state,  and 
wiith  due  consideration  to 
material  and  spiritual  needs 
of  our  people,  is  being  app- 
lied step  by  step,  requires 
earnest  cooperati'^rx  of  the 
professors,  teachers,  and  all 
proponents  of  knowledge, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  with  full 
application  of  these  refor- 
ms, we  succeed  in  ensuring 
the  prosperity  and  wellbeing 


which  all  of  us  wish, 

I  thank  all  the  professors 
and  teachers,  and  all  those 
concerned  wdth  knowledge 
and  culture  in  the  Republic- 
an State  of  Afghanistan,  who 
have  exercised  their  duties 
in  the  way  of  development 
and  propagation  of  knowled- 
ge and  in  training  the  yo- 
ung generation  desirably 
and  congratulate  them  once 
again  on  this  auspicious  day. 


«IIIIII||||IllllllIIIIIIIIll!illilllIIIlll!!irii^ 
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President's  Independence 

Day  message 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  radio  broadcast  of 
the  President  of  the 
Republic  Mohammad  Daoud 
on  the  occasion  of 
the  59th  anniversary  of  re- 
gaining of  independence  of 
Afghanistan  on  May  27, 
1977. 

Dear  sisters  and  brothers 
I  convey  to  you,  esteemed 
compatriots,  my  sincere  con- 
gratulations on  the  occasion 
of  the  59th  anniversary  of 
the  regaining  of  independen- 
ce of  the  dear  country^  and 
on  this  auspicious  day  pay 
tribute  to  the  souls  of  the 
sacrifdcing  fighters  who  took 
part  in  the  struggles  for  the 
regaining  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  dear  country, 
and  lost  their  lives. 

Observation  of  this  day  re- 
vives the  memory  of  the 
sacrifice  of  the  heroic 
Afghan  nation,  which  in  the 
course  of  its  glorious  histo- 
ry, has  persistently  strugg- 
led against  foreign  domina- 
tion. Of  course  those  \vho, 


for  the  restoration  of  the 
independence  of  the  count- 
ry, have  refrained  irom  no 
sacrifice,  in  difficult  mom- 
ents for  the  defence  of  the 
fatherland,  and  the  honour 
of  the  country,  under  the 
leadership  of  brave  and 
patriotic  men,  have  a  spec- 
ial place  in  the  history  of 
our  ancient  land,  and  the 
memory  of  their  struggles 
shall  bp  Always  icherished 
by  the  people  of  Afghan- 
istan. 

We  celebrate  the  59th  an- 
niversary of  regaining  of 
independence  of  our  dear 
country  at  a  time  when 
important  steps  have  been 
and  are  taken  in  the  way  of 
fundamental  changes  and 
for  realisation  of  the  nation- 
al aspirations  for  the  well- 
being  and  prosperity  of  our 
people. 

The  Constitution  of  the 
Republican  State  ^vhose  ba- 
sic objectives  are  serving 
the  majority  of  our  peoples 
lis  another  page  which  has 
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been  opened  in  the  glorious 
historyof  the  nation  of  Af- 
ghanistan, md  coniniits  our 
society,  more  than  before, 
ro  preserve  and  protect  in- 
dependence and  the  past 

honours  of  the  country,  and 
to  move  towards  a  promis- 
ing future. 

There  is  no  douht  that  the 
struggles  of  the  people  of 
Afghanistan  at  various  sta- 
ges agafest  colonialism  and 
their  stand  of  1298\S.H. 
against  the  greatest  colon- 
ial power  of  the  time,  and 

attainment  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  country  was 
the  vanguard  of  the  indep- 
endence movements  lin  the 
Asian  continent  spurring 
other  independence  movem- 
ents in  many  i-ountries  in 
other  continents,  and  en- 
couraging them. 

What  is  more  instructive 
in  the  struggles  of  the  men 
of  this  land  and  the  strug- 
gles of  the  heroes  of  the 
independence  war,  and  T  ha- 
ve repeated  lit  time  and  ag- 
ain, is  that  the  valorous  na- 
tion of  Afghanistan  has 
resisted  the  aggressors  and 

the  greatest  colonial  pow- 
ers of  the  time  in  most  dif- 
ficult moments  of  .its  hist- 
ory, sustaining  afflictions 
and  sacrifices  and  have  ne- 
ver forefeited  their  UcUion- 
al  pnide  and  identity  as 
Afghans,  and  with  the  grace 
of  Almighty  God.  they  will 
never  do  so. 


Commemoration  of  the 
glorious  feats  and  struggles 
of  the  national  heroes  of  the 
country  is  highly  appropr- 
iate and  essential  undertci- 
king  but  we  are  bourid  not 
to  suffice  with  past  honours 
but  to  be  of  valuable  ser- 
vice, in  the  light  of  the  va- 
lues of  the  Constitmion  of 
the  country  and  in  accord- 
ance with    the  progressive 
object.ives  of  the  Republican 
order,  in  the  way  of  const- 
ruction of  the  new  Afghan 
society  and  further  progress 
and  advancement  of  the  co- 
untry, over  and  above  neces- 
sary exertions  for  preserva- 
tion of  independence  and 
past  glories,  that  will  really 
assure  us     a  progressive, 
prosperous  and  confident  fu- 
ture. 

Dear  compatriots: 

We  now  live  in  an  era 
that  vastly  differs  from  the 
past.  At  this  time  that  all 
developing  countries  are 
confronted  with  numernns 
difficulties  and  wish  to  bri- 
dge as  soon  as  possible  the 
gap  that  3eparates  them 
from  the  developed  count- 
ries, We  are  also  obliged 
to  be  more  aware  of  our 
grave  social  responsibilities, 
and  to  be  fin  step  with  the 
caravan  of  civilisation  and 
to  move  with  speed  in  the 
way  of  construction  of  the 
country  and  attainment  of 
a  prosperous  life  tin  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements 
of  the  time.  This  will  be 
achieved  when  all  objectives 
and  principles  of  Revolution 
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of  Saratan  26,  1352  wijl  be 
supported  and  applied  one 
after  a'nother  by  organs  of 
the  Republican  State,  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Revo- 
lution Party  and  the  patrio- 
tic nation  of  Afghanistan. 

This  is  the  only  way  that 
can  take  our  nation  to  its 
target  and  this  reality  must 
not  be  construed  as  superf- 
luous. 

In  conclusion  I  congratul- 
ate my    dear  compatriots 


once  agann  ori  this  august 
day  and  pray  to  the  souls  of 
His  Majesty  AmanuUah 
Ghazi,  and  His  Majesty 
Mohammad  Nader  Shah 
Ghazi,  and  other  heroes  and 
martyrs  of  the  independen- 
ce war  and  pray  to  Almigh- 
ty God  for  the  prosperity 
and  honour  of  the  nation  of 
Afghanistan. 

Long  live  independence, 
Long  live  the  Republic. 
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President  'iDaoud 


issues  message 
on  Mother's  Day 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  message  of  the  Presid- 
e'nt  of  the  Republic  Moham- 
mad Daoud  issued  on  the 
occasion  of  Mother's  Day 
on  June  14,  1977. 

Esteemed  mothers: 
With  the  deepest  respect 
to  lofty  status  of  mother,  I 
congratulate  all  mothers  in 

the  country  on  the  occasion 
of  Mother's  Day. 

Respect  to  mother  is  one 
of  our  cherished  national 
traditions  which  is  based 
on  the  teachings  of  the  Holy 
religion  of  Islam,  and  the 
glorious,  millennia  old, 
culture  of  our  people. 

Afghan  mothers  in  the 
course  of  history,  inspired 
by  the  nature  of  this  land, 
in  pursuance  of  the  lofty 
human,  social  and  national 
aspirations,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements 
of  the  time  and  real  needs 
of  the  day,  have  performed 
their  historic  and  valuable 
role  of  bringing  up  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  the  nation 


sincerely  and  successfully. 
Apart  from  this  the  mothers 
of  this  land  have  had  a  pr- 
ofound role  in  organisation 
of  the  affairs  of  the  family, 
management  of  the  home 
and  participation  in  produ- 
ctive pursuits  and  national 
economics,  either  directly 
or  indirectly. 

The  times  we  live  in,  are 
the  times  of  diverse  strug- 
gles, at  different  national 
and  international  levels.  In 
these  struggles  success  will 
come  to  those  who  have  a 
greater  firmness  of  charac- 
ter, and  can  execute  their 
individual,  social,  national 
and  international  duties  pr- 
operly, for  his  own,  his  so- 
ciety's and  his  nation's  ho- 
nour. 

Struggle  against  poverty 
and  deprivation,  and  exer- 
tions for  ensuring  a  decent 
life,  especially  in  the  deve- 
loping countries,  is  one  of 
the  important  slogans  of 
the  nations  today. 

Likewise  ensuring  of  the 
rights  of  women  in  all  hu- 
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man  societies  constitute  a 
part  of  these  struggles.  Af- 
ghanistan, as  an  Islamic  co- 
untry, fortunately,  is  a  fore- 
runner in  this  path.  Apart 
from  actions  taken  in  this 
area,  and  the  sustained  ef- 
forts made  for  general  eco- 
nomic improvement,  ensur- 
ing of  equal  rights  in  the 
Constitution  of  tim  Repubhc 
of  Afghanistan  and  guaran- 
ttH^i'ng  of  the  rights  of  wom- 
en in  the  Civil  Law  which 
(ame  into  force  last  year, 
are  basic  steps  taken  for 
upholding  of  human  integ- 
rity of  the  women,  and  res- 
pect to  mothers  of  this  land. 

These  legal  sureties  can 
have  a  valuable  bearing  on 
the  success  and  role  of  the 
women  in  exercising  the  du- 
ties they  shoulder. 

Participation  of  the  wo- 
men and  esteemed  mothers 


in  the  construction  of  the 
new  Afgan  society  in  the  li- 
ght of  the  values  of  the 
Republican  order  which  gu- 
ar^itees  'natr€iiai  interests, 
and  the  interests  of  the  ma- 
sses of  our  people,  and  whi- 
ch is  in  ^cord  with  the 
requirements  of  the  times, 
is  one  of  these  duties;  mo- 
tters  m®n&  than  ©thfers  may 
become  instruments  for  at- 
tainment of  progress  and 
honour  for  themselves  and 
for  the  society  and  for  their 
people,  and  add  to  the  past 
glories  of  their  country  and 
their  people. 

With  the  hope  for  grea- 
ter prosperity  of  all  esteem- 
ed mothers  I  convey  my  oest 
wishes  for  patriotic,  devot- 
ed and  sacrificing  mothers 
who  have  devoted  their  liv- 
es to  serving  their  children, 
honour  and  progress  of  th- 
eir country. 


ililfl|ll!i^'W!!lii!!|iiiifJ5 
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President'' s  message  on 
occasion  of  Infl  Seminar 
on''*  P  ash  to  Worfe«" 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  message  issued  by 
Mohammad  Daoud,  Presid- 
ent of  the  Republic  on  the 
occasion  of  the  internat- 
ional seminar  on,  'Tashto 
works  during  last  two  cen- 
turies" on  Sept.  8,  1977. 

1  am  happy  that  the  first 
seminar  on  Pashto  works 
published  during  the  past 
two  centuries  is  being  held 
in  Kabul. 

As  the  name  and  desig- 
nation of  '  his  seminar  sh- 
ow%  the  scientific  sessions 
will  study  that  major  porti- 
ons of  the  Pashto  literature, 
comprehensively  from  the 
view  point  of  form  and  con-^ 
tents,  which  are  correlated 
with  the  history  of  Afghan- 
istan. 

Therefore  the  Afghani  and 
guest— scholars  participat- 
ing in  the  sessions  of  the 


seminar  wiJl  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  assess,  in  a  tot- 
ally academic  atmosphere, 
the  interesting  particulars 
of  the  parallel  progress  of 
Pashto  language  with  chan- 
ges in  the  Afghan  society. 

Pashto^  W'hich,  as  a  great 
and  ancient  language  of 
Afghanistan,  has  steadily 
continued,  like  other  ancie- 
nt and  living  languages,  its 
process  of  evolutionj  and 
which  continues  to  do  so, 
has    created    oral,  writt- 
en   and    printed  works 
at  every  stage  of  its  deve- 
lopment^ to  understand  wh- 
lich  is  an -imperative  task. 
As  the  invention  of  w^riting 
served  as  the  beginning  of 
history,  similarly  the  inve- 
ntion of  printing  press  lau- 
nched a  great  revolution  in 
the  process  of  thinking  and 
the  culture  of  mankind.  Th- 
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eref ore,  from  the  time  that 
our  rich  and  ancient  cul- 
ture has  adopted  the  art  of 
printing  as  a  new  phenome- 
non, this  new  phenomenon, 
has  served  as  a  means  for 
greater  and  better  disse- 
mination of  knowledge 
and  enlightenment  as 
well  as  for  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  our  national 
culture,  particularly  the 
Pashtu  language  on  a  high- 


er level  of  maturity. 

It  is  our  v/ish  that  the 
sessions  of  the  seminar 
may  end  in  an  atinosphere 
of  realism,  that  is  distinct- 
iive  feature  of  such  acade- 
mic meetings,  and  that  its 
result^  may  contribute  to 
the  attainment  of  the  obje- 
ctive Of  strengthening  and 
developing  the  Pashto  lan- 
guage". 
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President  Mohammad 
Daoud^s  message  on 
press^Literacy  Day 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  message  of  President  of 
the  Republic  Mohammad 
Daoud  issued  on  the  occas- 
ion of  the  Press  and  Lite- 
racy Day  on  September  8, 
1977. 

Dear  Compatriots: 

I  am  happy  that  once 
again  International  Litera- 
cy and  National  Press  Day 
is  being  observed  in  the 
country  in  the  early  part 
of  the  fifth  year  of  the 
Republican  order. 

The  first  stage  in  attain- 
ing high  standards  in  scien- 
ce and  knowledge  is  litera- 
cy which  without  doubt 
its  popularisation  will  en- 
sure material  and  spiritual 
wellbeing  of  the  members 
of  the  society  and  will  have 
a  valuable  role  in  the  pro- 
gress and  advancement  of 
the  country. 

The  Republic   of  Afghan- 
istan recognising  this  rea- 
lity and  in  view  of  the  dire 
need  felt  for  training  and 
educating  of  the  compat- 
riots   considers  it  an  oblig- 
ation to  launch  an  untiring 
effort  for  popularisation  of 


literacy  and  public  enligh- 
tenment in  which  particip- 
ation of  all  enlightened  el- 
ements and  responsible  ele- 
ments in  our  country  in  re- 
ah'sation  of  this  objective  is 
more  important  than  anyth- 
ing. 

Literacy     education,  po- 
pularisation of  today's  kno- 
wledge in  accordance  with 
the  requirements    of  the 
time  so  that  the  people  may 
become  aware  of  national 
issues  and  objectives  and 
international    issues  hold  a 
priority  place    amongst  ob- 
jectives of  the  Republican 
state. 

It  is  my  wish  that  the  Mi- 
nistries of  Information  and 
Culture,     Education,  and 
Higher    Education  which 
shoulder     important  res- 
ponsibilities in  popularisa- 
tion of  literacy,  enHghten- 
ment  of  the  public  and  so- 
undly   training  the  young 
generation,  will    sense  the 
importance  of  their  mission, 
and  will  score  ever  greater 
successes  in     this  regard 
with  coordinated  efforts. 
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President  Daoud  s 
message  on  Eidul-Fetr 


Following  is  the  text  of 

the  message  of  President 
of  the  Republic  Mohammad 
Daoud  issued  on  the  occas- 
ion of  Eidul-Fetr  on  Septe- 
mher  15,  1977. 

Dear  Compatriots: 

1  congratulate  you  dev- 
out compatriots  atid  all 
Moslems  of  the  world  oti 
the  arrival  of  the  auspicious 
(lays  of  Eidul  Fetr  at  the 
end  of  the  Holy  month  of 
Ramadan. 

I  am  thankful  to  Almig- 
hty God  who  gave  us  the 
strength  to  fulfill  thi?  holy 
Islamic  obligation  with 
due  consideration  to  its  wi- 
de ramifications  that  em^ 
brace  strengthening  of  fra- 
ternity, unity  and  equality 
amo'ng  the  members  of  the 
the  society. 

1  am  convinced  that,  my 
compatriot  sisters  and  bro- 
thers, as  they  fulfilled  with 
devotion  their  religious  ob- 
ligations, will  also  earnest- 
ly work  for  the  progress 
of  the  dear  country,  a  che- 
rished wish  Of  every  patr- 
iot, understanding  their 
social  obligations,  and  will 
refraiYi  from    no  exertion 


and  sacrifice. 

Today  our  country  is  sti- 
uggling  more  determindly 
to  eliminate  disarray^  and 
it  is  for  us  to  sense  our 
responsibilities  regarding 
speedy  development  of  our 
society,  and  struggle  aga- 
inst poverty,  illiteracy,  and 
other  shortcomings,  which 
duri'ng  this  age,  particular- 
ly affect  the  developing 
countries,  and  surmount 
our  problems  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of 
the  time  in  the  light  of  the 
objectives  of  the  Republic- 
an state  with  a  spirit  of  un- 
ity and  sincere  cooperation. 

In  conclusion  I  congratu- 
late you  dear  compatriots, 
and  the  Pashtun  and  Ba- 
Inch  brothers  and  the  Mos- 
lems of  the  world  on  the 
occasion  of  the  auspicious 
Eidul  Fetr  which  invites  the 
Moslems  of  the  world  with 
sincerity  to  unite  and  to 
eliminate  discords  and  pes- 
simism, and  pray  to  Almi- 
ghty God  for  the  prosperity 
of  our  people^  a*nd  the  pro- 
gress of  our  dear  country, 
Afghanistan. 


34 


o 

c 

rD 

a) 

Ml 

^  o 


o 
c 

3 


O 

a) 

3 
3 

O 

a: 
o 
c 

CI- 


< 

do. 


Q 

n 

> 


mmm^  i 

.■.v.'.".'.'     V  ^ 

XvX::;::     .v-^  ^ 

Mi;;;  ■^•>  -  \<* 
;;;;?5?;:;:  y 

.^■•.■■ji^.-MC-.... 


PresMen t  Daoud^s 


messu&e  on 


Intl 


I 


liar  on  Sanai 


Following  is  the  text  ox 
the  message  of  President  of 
the  Republic  Mohammad 
Daoud  issued  on  the  occas- 
io',1  of  International  semi- 
nar commemorating  the 
900th  birth  anniversary  of 
Hakim  Sanai  on  October  17, 
1977. 

I  am  pleased  that  the 
nine  hundredth  birth  an- 
niversary of  great  sage 
and  poet  of  Ghaz'na,  Hakim 
Abul  al  Majd  Majdoud 
Ik^n  Adam  Sanai  is  obser- 
ved at  a  special  scholarly 
gathering  in  the  native 
land  of  this  renowned  fig- 
ure. 

Sanai  is  one  of  those  ph- 
enomenal figures  in  whose 
works  are  reflected  a  love 
for  truth,  humanity  and 
spirituality  which  ensures 
human  prosperity;  a  man 
who  shunned  worldly  glor- 
ies, and  to  attain  the  hei- 
ghts of  human  accomplish- 
ment rejected  all  attracti- 


ons. Nothing  in  this  world 
had  any  value  in  his  eyes. 

Hakim  Sanai  was  not  me- 
rely a  man  of  yesterday.  He 
k  also  a  mm  of  today,  and 
will  be  a  man  of  tomorrow 
as  well.  In  a  world  where 
complex  social  issues,  co- 
upled with  rapid  develop- 
ment of  technology^  conf- 
ront human  societies  with 
unknown  and  unfamiliar 
problems,  contemplations 
and  thoughts  of  Sanai  may 
be,  uVidoubtedly,  more  th- 
an at  any  other  time,  cause 
of  human  spiritual  salva- 
tion. 

The  great  Hakim  of  Gh- 
azna  as  an  accomplished 
physician  who  knows  well 
the  treatment  require^  by 
his  patients,  he  tends  to 
the  spirit  of  human  being: 
takes  one  hand  as  a  great 
teacher,  teaching  him  the 
way  of  true  life,  and  deliv- 
ering him  from  wayward- 
ness and  annihilation. 
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Hakim  Sanai  is  one  ot 
those  rare  men  who  with 
his  thoughts  and  express- 
ions pioneered  a  new  school 
in  Dari  language,  and  blaz- 
ed a  new  path  for  his  follo- 
wers, and  nourished  hum- 
a'n  consciousness.  His  le^- 
acy  is  not  only  great  in  as 
lar  as  his  compatriots  are 
concerned  but  the  human 
CO nmi unity  as  a  whole  is 


indebted  to  and  in  need 
of  his  thoughts  and  teach- 
ings. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the 
scholars  participating  in 
the  meeti'ng  commemorat- 
ing the  Hakim  of  Ghazna 
will  have  all  successes  in 
Fathoming  and  investigat- 
ing the  eternal  works  and 
luminous  thoughts,  and  the 
life  of  this  great  sage. 


«t(!i«(fl!I!!f'*f!l!l!i;i!i!!l!!!!llII!iiiii^^^^ 
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President  Daoud's 
message   on  UN  Day 


Following  is  the  text  of 
message  of  President  of  the 
Republic  Mohammad  Da- 
oud  issued  on  the  occasion 
of  the  32nd  anniversary  of 
the  establishment  of  the 
United  Nations  Organisation 
on  October  24,  1977. 

I  am  pleased  to  congrat- 
ulate dear  compatriots  and 
all  peace  loving    people  of 
the  world  on  the  occasion 
of  the  32nd  anniversary  of 
the  establishment    of  the 
United  Nations,  a  day  which 
has  been  celebrated  throu- 
ghout the  history  of  the 
world  body    with  the  hope 
for  continued     peace  and 
prosperity  of  humanitv. 

This  wor^d  body  was  es- 
tablished to  save  the  com- 
ing generations  from  the 
scourge  of  another  world 
war,  and  to  ensure  justice, 
independence,  and  promo- 
tion of  respect  for  human 
rights,  and  elimination  of 
colonialism  and  alien  do- 
mination,    and  ultimately 


for  creation  of  conditions 
and  standards  that  are  re- 
quired by  the  age. 

Celebration  of  the  anni- 
versary of  the  establishm- 
ent of  the  United  Nations 
Organisation  in  reality  aff- 
ords a  welcome  opportunity 
to  assess  the  extent  of  bac- 
king for  the  principles  and 
objectives  of    the  United 
Nations  Charter     given  by 
the  member  countries,  and 
the  effectiveness     of  the 
world    body  in    the  way 
of  ensuring  of  internation- 
al peace  and   security,  and 
the  realisation  of  the  aspi- 
rations and  wishes  of  the 
peoples  and  nations. 

While  the  support  and 
faith  of  the  member  states 
for  this  organisation  and 
for  the  principles  and  ob- 
jectives enshrined  in  its 
Charter  are  reiterated  ev- 
ery year  especially  on  this 
day,  the  lack  of  full  imple- 
mentation of  its  principles 
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and  of  Its  resolutions  in 
practice,  being  a  negative 
phenomenon,  which  has  re- 
duced the  effectiveness  of 
this  organisation  in  solv- 
ing major  world  problems, 
is  a  matter  of  concern. 

The  increasing  inability 
of  this  organisation,  still 
considered  by  the  majority 
of  the  peoples  and  nations 
of  the  world  as  a  fundamen- 
tal mainstay  of  human  wi- 
shes for  the  creatioti  of  a 
world  of  peace  and  tranqui- 
lity, requires  that  its  mem- 
bers make  sincere  comm- 
on efforts  aimed  at  the  en- 
dura'ace  of  the  organisation 
and  its  further  consolida- 
tion. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  th- 
at attainment  of  the  obj- 
ectives stipulated     in  the 
Charter  of  the  United  Na- 
tions Organisation    and  ov- 
ercoming the  obstacles  and 
problems    confronted  by 
humanity  in  various  fields, 
is  possible  only  through  sin- 
cere wish  of  the  member 
states,  and  a  spirit  of  und- 
erstanding and  cooperation 
in  achieving  of  this  objec- 
tive because    the  United 
Nations  Organisation  is  a  pr- 
oduct of  the  collective  will 
of  its  member  states,  and 
the  building  up  of  this  or- 
ganisation as  an  effective 
means  for  the  co*nsolidation 
of  peace  and  international 
cooperation  also  depends  on 
the    resolve  and  interest 
of  the  member    states  for 


attamuig  this  objective; 
otherwise  the  United  Na- 
tions Organisation  which 
lias  been  created  by  virtue 
of  sincere  wishes  of  the 
member  states,  will  always 
remain  as  a  wish  and  noth- 
ing else. 

I  would  like  to  mention 
that  Afghanistan  as  a  m'^m- 
ber  state  from  the  inception 
of  this  organisation^  pursu- 
es, in  regulating  its  interna- 
tional relations  and  foreign 
policy,  the  principles  embo- 
died in  the  Charter  of  the 
United  Nations,  and  in  pur- 
suing this  pohcy,  has  always 
supported  the  United  Na- 
tions Organisation  and  its 
efforts  aimed  at  world  pea- 
ce and  prosperity. 

This  constant  posture  of 
ours  is  inspired  by  the 
firm  belief  of  our  people 
and  the  Republican  State 
of  Afghanistan  in  the  prin- 
ciples and  objectives  of  the 
Charter  of  the  United  Na- 
tions and  the  interest  of 
our  people  in  ensuring  of 
world  peace. 

It  is  my  hope  tliat  the 
United  Nations  Organisa- 
tion, as  a  result  of  concert- 
ed and  sincere  efforts  of 
the  member  states,  in  the 
spirit  of  understanding,  so- 
lidarity and  cooperation  will 
be  able  to  take  ef- 
fective steps  in  the  way  of 
realisation  of  the  objectives 
of  the  United  Nations  Ch- 
arter in  an  atmosphere  of 
peace  and  tranquility. 
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Presidents  message 
on  Eidnl  Adha 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  message  of  President  of 
the  Pxepublic  Mohammad 
Daoud  delivered  on  the  oc- 
casion of  Eidul  Adha  on 
Nov.  20,  1977. 

Dear  compatriots: 
I  sincerely  congratulate 
you  all,  dear    sisters  and 
brothers,  and  those  citizens 
of  Afghanistan     who  are 
outside  the     country,  and 
similarly  the  Pashtun  and 
Baluch  brothers  and  the 
rest  of  the  Muslims  of  the 
world  on  the  auspicious  oc- 
casion of  the  Holy  Eidul 
Adha. 

At  this  time  that  we  cele- 
brate the  auspicious  days  of 
Eld  in  accordance  with  Is- 
lamic traditions  I  am  con- 
vinced that  a/]  my  compat- 
riot sisters  and  brothers 
are  cognizant  of  the  philo- 
sophy of  Eid  and  the  mem- 
ory Of  the  greatest  exam- 
ple of  sacrifice  and  abidan- 
ce bv  the  word  of  Almighty 
God. 

As  we  believe,  with  firm 
faith,  clean  conscious  and 
religious    obligations  atid 
traditions  of  the  Holy  Isla- 


mic religion,  and  perform 
our  religious  rites,  we  must, 
with  the  same  unfailing 
conviction,  be  aware  that 
vvc  also  have  gj'ave  resp- 
onsibilities and  obligeitions 
to  Our  society. 

The  state  has  undertak- 
en a  number  of  projects, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic, for  the  prosperity  a'iid 
wellbcing  of  the  people  and 
the  progress  of  doar  Afg- 
hanistan in  accordance  with 
the  objectives  of  our  n^.ti- 
onal  and  progressive  revo 
kition.  in  various  spheres 
of  social  life,  the  implemen- 
tation oF  which,  more  than 
anv  thro,  requires  susta "Vi- 
ed sacrifices  and  coopera- 
tion of  every  mcirber  of 
this  society. 

I  am  convinced  that  all 
sensitive  compatriots,  wo- 
men and  men,  fully  under- 
stand their  duties  and  res- 
Donsibilities  in  so  far  as 
the  realisation  of  their  na- 
tional aspirations  are  con- 
cerned and  will  refrain  fr- 
om no  endeavour  and  exer- 
tions, in  construction  of 
the  new     Afgha^n  society 
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with  strong  faith,  and  a  spi- 
rit of  patriotism,  as  desired 
by  our  Republican  order. 

Dear  sisters  and  broth- 
ers: I  hope  you  will  spend 
tlie  auspicious  Eidul  Adha 
days  with  jubilation  and 
full  sympathy  and  humani- 
tarian sense  extending  a 
helping  hand  to  the  nee- 
dy and  deserving  compat- 
riots. 

On  this  occasion  I  recall 
the  martyredom  of  a  devo- 
ted   and  sacrifici'ng  son  of 
the  country  Ali  Ahmad  Kh- 
Lirani  and  1     pray  to  his 
.^oul. 


fn  conclusion  I  once  ag- 
ain offer  you  my  heartfelt 
congratulations,  on  the  ho- 
ly days  of  Eid  Kurban  to 
all  my  sister  and  brother 
compatriots  and  wish  them 
further  successes  in  rea- 
lisation Of  national  aspira- 
tio'iis  and  ever  increasing 
progress  of  our  dear  coun- 
try Afghanistan  in  the  light 
of  the  Republican  regime 
and  objectives  of  our  na- 
tional revolution  which  en- 
tails nothing  but  the  pros- 
perity and  progress  of  dear 
Afghavristan  and  its  noble 
people. 
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President  of  the  Repub  lie  Mohammad  Daoud  shaking  hands  with  some  mem,- 
bers  of  the  cabinet  after  Ei  dul  Adha  prayers  on  Nov.     20,  1977. 


President  Daoud^s 

interview  with 
AfS^an  Journalists 


The  President  of  the  Re- 
public gave  un  interview  to 
the  representatives  of  the 
press  at  the  Presidential 
Palace  on  April  10,  1977. 
The  Minister  of  Informat- 
ion and  Culture  Prof.  Dr. 
Abdur  Rahim  Nevin  was 
also  present. 

Speaking  before  the  in- 
terview Prof.  Dr.  Nevin  sa- 
id it  is  a  master  for  great 
pleasure  that  the  President 
of  the  Republic  receives  the 
representatives  of  the  press 
and  affords  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  present  questions 
that  are  in  public  mind, 
and  thus  serve  in  the  way 
of  enlightening  the  people, 
and  play  an  effective  role 
in  bringing  the  state  and 
the  people  closer. 

The  Information  and  Cul- 
ture Minister  added  that 
without  doubt,  this  inter- 
view the  first  of  its  kind 
since  the  election  of  Moh- 
ammad Daoud  as  the  First 
President  of  xhe  Republic 
and  the  Proclamation  of 


the  Constitution  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan,  is  a 
good  beginning  towards  en- 
lightening of  the  public  th- 
rough mass  medixi  of  com- 
munication. 

Expressing  pleasure  over 
meeting  the  representatives 
of  the  press  the  President 
of  the  Republic  said. 

"I  am  also  of  the 
opinion  that  press  con- 
ferences have  an  im- 
portant role  in  elimination 
of  misunderstandings  and 
enlightenment  of  the  public. 
Hence  I  am  happy  that  su- 
ch an  opportunity  comes  on 
hand  after  the  promulgat- 
ion of  the  Constitution.  I 
hope  that  holding  of  such 
conferences  "vill  continue  in 
the  future. 

Then  the  acting  Presid- 
ent of  Bakhtar  News  Agen- 
cy Ghulam  Rasul  Yousufi 
asked. 

'*Mr.  President,  in  accor- 
dance with  article  330  of 
the  National  Charter  dur^ 
ing  the  transition  period 
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the  charter  of  the  National 
Revolution  Party  as  the 
first  party  whi^-h  is  the  fou- 
nder and  v^anguard  of  nat- 
ional revolution  of  Saratan 
26,  1352  of  t]ie  people  of 
Afghanistan  vviU  be  promu- 
lgated by  the  President.  Wo- 
uld the  President  indicate 
how  much  progress  is  made 
in  drafting  of  the  charter  of 
the  National  Revolution 
Party? 

In  response  the  Presid- 
ent of  the  Republic  said 
that  drafting  of  the  charter 
of  the  National  RevoUition 
Party  was  finished  a  long 
time  ago.  Naturally  prior 
to  the  promulgation  of  the 
Constitution  the  formation 
of  a  party  was  not  possible. 
It  was  essential  that  first 
the  Constitution  be  projn- 
ulgated^  and  then  the  char- 
ter of  the  party  proclaimed. 
Now  this  charter  is  ready 
and  will  be  proclaimed  af- 
ter a  review  and  rendering 
its  contents  compatible  with 
the  Constitution. 

The  President  added  that 
what  I  wish  to  say  is  lhat 
during  this  period  of  three 
years  and  eight  months,  es- 
pecially during  the  last  ye- 
ar, prior  to  the  convening 
of  the  Loya  Jirgah,  a  num- 
ber of  people,  on  the  basis 
of  good  will  and  their  beli- 
ef in  the  objective  of  the 
Revolution  of  Afghanistan 
indulged  in  explaining  the 
aims  of  the  RepuWican  sta- 
te, a  permitted  action  but  a 
number  of  opportunists  for 
exploitation,  and  a  number 
of  saboteurs,  for  sabotag- 


ing, distributed  party  reg- 
istration and  commitment 
cards  on  their  own  will. 
No  instructions  whatsoev- 
er were  issued  to  them.  But 
my  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
party  is  that  every  patriot- 
ic element  should  not  end- 
orse an  objective  merely  in 
words.  The  fundamental  du- 
ty is  that  they  take  up  a 
commitment  on  the  basis  of 
conviction  and  sixong  beli- 
ef  in  the  principles  of  rev- 
olution and  service  to  the 
people. 

The  President  further  ad- 
ded that  party  and  politic- 
al work  in  the  light  of  con- 
ditions particular  to  our  co- 
untry require  that  we  cho- 
ose the  middle  path,  witho- 
ut zig  zagging  either  to 
left  or  right  extremism, 
which  would  be  compa- 
tible with  our  social 
and  national  traditi- 
ons and  beliefs  and  the  re- 
quirements of  the  time  and 
this  is  a  progressive  path, 
and  I  see  no  other  way  for 
the  progress  of  Afghanistan. 

The  President  further  ad- 
ded that  our  nation,  with 
all  its  backwardness,  has  a 
natural  astuteness.,  and  has 
always  preserved  her  na- 
tional pride  and  honour. 

Events  a^fid  problems  of 
the  ages  have  given  our 
people  a  natural  conscious- 
ness, so  that  they  distingui- 
sh their  good  and  evil  w^ell, 
and  throughout  the  history 
has  defended  itself  against 
every  kind  of  foreign  agg 
ression  and  against  the  gr- 
eatest empire  of  the  time 
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valorously  and  honourably. 
History  bears  witness  that 
we  have  never  become  <i 
tool  in  the  hands  oi  the  co- 
lonial powers. 

The  first  Loya  Jirgah  of 
the  Republican     state  whi- 
ch constituted  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  entire  nat- 
ion proved  cnat  the  major- 
ity of  our  people  have  a 
natural     consciousness  to. 
distinguish  right  from  wrong 
and  their  national  iiiterest^ 
and  in  sensitive  times  recog- 
nises its  responsibilities  to- 
wards the  country.  We  saw 
at  the  Loya  Jirgah  that  the 
representatives  of  the  nat- 
ion regardless  of  the  level 
o  f  their  education  spoke  in 
depth  in  regard    to  their 
national  issues,  and  this 
indicates  that  the  Afghan 
nation  is  fully  conscious  ab- 
out her  national  objectives. 

The  editor  of  Jamhouriat 
daily,  Mahmoud  I  arani  as- 
ked in  drafting  of  the  char- 
tor  of  the  National  Revolu- 
tion Party  wnat  principles 
will  be  reiterated,  and  wh; 
objectives  will  it  entail? 

Answering  this  question 
the  President  ^aid  the 
principles  are  crystal 
clear.  Every  political  party 
must  rely  on  history,  fun- 
damentals of  culture  and 
national  belir^fs  and  service 
to  the  country  with  a  sense 
of  sacrifice  and  selflessness, 
void  of  all  selfscekings. 

The  fundamental  lines  of 
the  objectives  of  the  Na- 
tional Revolution  Party  ha- 
ve been  clarified  in  the  add- 
ress to  the  people  of  Afgh- 
anistan and  other  speeches. 


As  a  whole  the  objective 
behind  the  National  Revo- 
lution Party  is  the  creation 
of  a  sacrificing^  and  patr- 
iotic inass  to  exert  thems- 
elves in  the  way  of  progr- 
ess and  development  oi  the 
Afghan  society  with  compl- 
ete faith  and  conviction, 
and  free  of  every  form  of 
discrimination  and  egotism. 
The  acting  Editor-in- 
Chief  of  Anis,  Sarshar  Roa- 
shani  asked  what  are  the 
conditions  for  admission  to 
the  National  Revolution  Pa- 
rty. 

In  the  first  place  which 
individuals  under  what  con- 
ditions will  be  xiccepted  as 
members? 

In  answer  the  President  of 
the  Republic  said:  The  con- 
dition for  membership  in 
the  National  Revolution  Pa- 
rty is  complete  faith  and 
conviction  in  the  principles 
of  Revolution  of  Saratan 
26,  1352.  Of  course  this  par- 
ty existed  before  the  Rev- 
olution and  tried  for  tlie 
realisation  of  its  objectives. 
Fortunately  now,  in  the  li- 
ght of  the  Constitution,  the 
charter  of  the  party  is  gr- 
epjared,  and  its  objectives 
are  being  openly  sought 
and  pursued.  But  it  ought  to 
be  noted  that  there  will  be 
no  place  in  the  National  Re- 
volution Party  for  opportu- 
nists and  saboteurs. 

Then  the  actmg  Preside- 
nt of  Radio  Afghanistan  ga- 
yed  Yakoub  Wasiq  asked 
what  kind  of  party  will  the 
National  Revolution  Party 
be  from  the  viewpoint  of 
party  discipline*^ 
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The  President  of  the  Re- 
public responded  by  saying 
the  first  condition  for  jne- 
mbership  in  every  party  is 
observance  of  discipline. 
But  party  discipline  must 
never  be  taken  as  indiscri- 
minate loyalty.  The  party  T 
am  speaking  of  will  obser- 
ve the  principle  of  selfcnt- 
icism,  and  criticism  of  soc- 
ial ills. 

This  party  will  never  act 
as  a  tribunal  looking  into 
opinions  of  the  kind  that 
existed  in  the  medieval  ti- 
mes, and  loyalty  will  be  ob- 
served via  the  democratic 
centre. 

The  acting  Editor-in-Ch- 
ief of  Heywal  Mohammad 
WaU  Zalmai  asked  will  de- 
viation from  the  objectives 
on  the  part  and  misuse  ol 
authority  be  investigated 
through  party  sources? 

The  President  of  the  Be- 
oiiblic  said  that  undoubted- 
ly deviation  from  the  ob- 
jectives of  the  party  will 
be  probed  by  the  respon- 
sibie  organs  of  the  party. 
But  if  the  mem.ber  of  the 
party  is  also  a  civil  servant, 
he  will  be  suoject  to  state 
probing  also. 

The  acting  Editor-in-Chief 
of  the  Kabul  Times  Nour 
Mohammad  Bahimi  asked; 
the  President  is  about  to 
visit  the  Soviet  Union.  Wo- 
uld the  President  shed  lig- 
ht on  the  objective  of  this 
visit? 

The  President  of  the  Be- 
public  Mohammad  Daoud 
in  reply  said:  When  the 
President  of  Presidium  of 


Supreme  Soviet  Nikolai  Po- 
dgorny  visited  Afghanistan 
he  extended  this  invitaUon 
to  me  but  because  of  pre- 
occupations I  could  not  pay, 
earlier  to  this,  a  visit  to 
the  friendly  country  Soviet 
Union. 

No  doubt  such  contacts 
between  the  leaders  of  the 
two  countries  have  been 
and  are  effective  in  furth- 
er strengthening  and  con- 
solidating the  friendly  re- 
lations between  our  t\vo  co- 
untries and  such  exchanges 
of  views  are  useful  in  the 
wake  of  events  taking  pla- 
ce in  the  world. 

I  hope  that  this  visit  will 
be  another  useful  and  eff- 
ective step  towards  further 
strengthening  of  friendship 
between  our  two  countries. 

At  the  end  of  questions 
raised  by  press  representa- 
tives the  President  of  the 
Bepublic  Mohammad  Da- 
oud said:  The  journalists 
have  always  had  grave  res- 
ponsibilities, their  mission 
is  to  establish  firm  relati- 
ons between  the  people  and 
state  through  mass  media 
and  verse  the  people  with 
the  realities  in  their  envir- 
onment, realisation  and  in- 
terpretation of  which  is  ne- 
cessary. 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public Mohammad  Daoud 
said:  During  the  long  :^e- 
ars  of  my  experience  arid 
service  to  my  country  I  fo- 
und that  for  the  progress 
and  development  of  the  co- 
untry it  is  essential  that 
all  youths  and  countrymen 
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with  faith  iii  God  Almighty 
and  conviction  to  serve  the 
people  should  commit  th- 
emselves to  build  their  co- 
untry and  put  it  on  the 
path  of  progress,  for  it  is 
only  the  sons  of  this  land 
who  can  exert  efforts  for 
construction  of  a  new  and 
selfreliant  Afghanistan. 

I  expect  the  press  to  al- 
ways, freely  and  impartially 
and  with  sincerity  raise  qu- 
estions they  have  on  such 
opportunities  and  enlight- 
en the  public  through  mass 
media. 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public addgd  thac  the  grave 
responsibility  of  you  writers 
and  journalists  is  to  clear 
ambiguities  and  misunder- 
standing prevailing  in  the 
society  which  are  distorted 
one  way  or  another  and  ex- 
cert  efforts  in  presenting 
the  facts  to  the  socjety  and 
enlighten  the  people 

The  main  duty  of  the  Jo- 
urnalists i5  to  clear  t.he  con- 
fusion and  remove  the  mis- 


understanding  and  work 
step  by  step  for  the  prog- 
ress and  honour  of  the  so- 
ciety . 

It  is  my  conviction  that 
journahsm  is  a  more  of  a 
human  obligation  and  you 
should  utiHse  your  ability 
and  talents  for  the  progress 
and  eminence  of  this  land 
so  that  you  have  perform- 
ed your  duties  in  the  serv- 
ice of  society  as  desirgd. 
No  doubt  through  exertion 
of  concerted  effort^  of  all 
real  patriots  we  will*  achieve 
our  goal  one  da£  and  rem- 
ove the  misery,  poverty  and 
injustice. 

I  wish  Almighty  God  for 
success  in  your  heavy  res- 
ponsibility in  the  service  of 
the  people. 

At  the  end  the  acting 
Editor—in— Chief  oi  daily 
Anis  Sarshar  Roshani  on 
behalf  of  hi^  press  colleag- 
ues expressed  the  readiness 
of  press  in  the  service  of 
people  for  public  enlighten- 
ment. 
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President  Daoud's 

interview  with 
Finnish  Jonrnalist 


Following  is  the  text  of 
an  interview  given  by  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic,  Mo- 
hammad Daoud^  to  Finnish 
journalist  Mrs.  Trma  Soinio 
on  Hoot  24,  and  released  by 
the  Presidential  Office  on 
March  26,  1977. 

At  first  the  President  of 
the  Republic  said  "I  am 
pleased  to  meet  you  as 
the  first  lady  journalist  fr- 
om Finland". 

Mrs.  Irma  Soinio: 

"I  am  greatly  pleased 
that  Mr.  President  afforded 
me  the  opportunity  and 
received  me  for  this  press 
interview.  Two  years  ago, 
another  Finnish  journalist, 
Mr.  Jouko  TIava  had  al3o 
interviewed  you.  He  has 
requested  me  to  convey  to 
you  his  warm  greetings'*. 

Question:  Will  you  plea- 
se say  something  about  yo- 
ur life  and  biography? 

Answer:  "I  was  a  child. 
I  grew  up,  chose  soldiery, 
and  became  an  officer.  La- 
ter I  became  a  minister, 
and  finally,  for  a  time^  I 
served  my  country  as  prime 
minister,  and  as  to  what  I 
do  now,  of  course,  you  see. 
Bait  all  through  my  service 


to  the  country,  the  only  gu- 
iding torch,  to  me,  was  ser- 
vice to  the  countiy  and  the 
people  of  Afghanistan,  and 
service  for  the  protection 
of  territorial  integrity  of 
this  soil". 

Q.  I  also  visit>ii  Afghan- 
istan in  1973.  From  that  ti- 
me, until  now,  I  notic,  ve- 
ry remarkable  changes.  But 
1  do  not  know  whether  the- 
se changes  are  merely  sup- 
erficial, or  really  have  dep- 
th, and  are  genuine. 

What  is  'he  pinion  oi; 
the  President  of  the  Repu- 
blic in  this  regard? 

A.  If  I  say  many  tasks 
have  been  accomplished  it 
would  be  an  exaggeration 
and  if  I  say  nothing  has  be- 
en done,  of  course,  it  would 
not  be  true.  What  has  been 
realised  so  far  practically, 
and  our  friends  notice,  is 
the  progress  made  in  the 
framework  of  existing  pos- 
sibilities. In  the  course  of 
the  last  three  and  a  half 
years  ensuring  of  internal 
security  and  stability,  eco- 
;nomic  and  social  reforms, 
and  creation  of  closeness  in 
relations  of  Afghanistan 
with  foreign  countries^  and 
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improvement  of  relations 
with  countries  of  the  region 
are  reckoned  among  funda- 
mental actions  of  my  gover- 
nment. Presently  realisat- 
ion of  economic  and  social 
development  of  the  country 
is  among  our  objectives 
and  this  is  impossible  exce- 
pt when  government  actio- 
ns in  this  context  are  pla- 
nned in  a  reasonable  man- 
ner. 

A  greater  part  of  our  ti- 
me was  spent  on  preparati- 
on and  formulation  of  the 
new  seven  year  developm- 
ent plan,  until  it  was  ready 
for  application.  Implemen- 
tation of  the  mentioned 
plan  started  from  the  beg- 
inning of  1355.  This  plan  is 
financed  through  our  own 
resources,  and  assistance  of 
friendly  countries.  Of  cou- 
rse carrying  out  of  the  plan 
entail  difficulties. 

Our  major  problem,  like 
most  third  world  countries 
is  shortage  of  cadres  and 
professional  personnel,  who 
must  be  gradually  trained, 
and  engaged  in  service.  Su- 
fficient attention  has  been 
paid  to  this  in  the  new  pl- 
an, and  I  hope  that  the  per 
sonnel  required  in  the  fu- 
ture, will  become  available 
proportionate  to  developm- 
ent, and  with  due  consider- 
ation to  needs'*. 

Q.  Would  you  please  ex- 
plain reasons  for  the  revol- 
ution of  1352.  What  factors 
and  shortcomings  motivat- 
ed you  to  make  this  histor- 
ical move? 
A.  *'The  factors  that  led 


me  to  embark  on  the  revo- 
lution have  been  stated  co- 
mprehensively, previously, 
in  the  proclamation  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan 
and  in  other  speeches.  Si- 
milarly a  month  ago  the 
reasons  of  the  revolution 
of  Saratan  26  1352  were 
stated  explicitly  at  the  Lo- 
ya  Jirga  of  Afghanistan. 
You  can  acquire  the  necess- 
ary information  by  refer- 
ring to  texts  of  the  said 
proclamiations  and  speech- 
es. 

Q.  Will  you  please  ex- 
press your  view  on  relations 
of  Afghanistan  with  Pakis- 
tan? 

A.  "In  my  previous  inter- 
view^  with  foreign  journal- 
ists the  position  of  Afghan- 
istan in  this  regard  has  be- 
en defined  absolutely  clear- 
ly. Nonetheless  I  wish  to 
say  briefly  that  our  only 
problem  with  Pakistan  is 
the  ensuring   of  inalienable 
rights  of  our  Pashtun  and 
Baluch  brothers;  and  this 
same  issue  wJiich  has  not 
been  resolved  hitherto,  has 
had  undesirable  effect  on 
the  relations  between  the 
two  cou'xitries.  We  have  only 
a    political    dispute  with 
Pakistan,  and  there  is  no 
other  dispute  between  us. 
In  Kabul    and  Islamabad 
meetings  which  took  place 
between  the  leaders   of  the 
two  countries  we  were  ab- 
le to  understand  each  oth- 
er's positions  better. 

The  two  parties'  talks 
were  beneficial  and  friend- 
ly, and  it  is  hoped  that  one 
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day  we  shall  succeed  in  ho- 
nourable  solution  of  this 
problem.  Even  though  this 
solution  is  not  yet  in  hand, 
but  one  day  we  might  be 
able  to  eliminate  our  prob- 
lem. But  presently  the  sit- 
uation in  Pakistan  is  such 
that  We  really  do  not  know 
how  it  would  affect  future 
relations  of  the  two  count- 
ries''. 

Q.  As  it  can  be  seen  a 
large  number  of  Hindus 
live  in  Afghanistan.  Is  there 
indulgence  in  your  country 
vis  a  vis  religious  minorit- 
ies? 

A.  ^'Fortunately  this  in- 
dulgence is  ^mong  the  acc- 
epted principles  of  Islamic 
religion,  and  is  a  part  of 
our  country  whoever  has 
lived  in  Afghanistan  for 
centuries^  and  are  among 
citizens  of  oar  country.  Si- 
milarly Sikhs  have  also  se- 
ttled in  Afghanistan.  There- 
is  no  discrimination  against 
any  religious  minority.  In 
our  country  whoever  has 
the  citizenship  of  Afghan- 
istan, to  us,  is  recognised 
as  Afghan". 

Q.  When  will  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Pepublic  of 
Afghanistan  come  into  for- 
ce? 

A.  "The  new  Constitution 
is  already  in  force  because 
first  it  was  approved  by  the 
Loya  Jirgah  of  Afghanistan 
and  after  <he  President  of 
the  Republic  was  elected,  it 
was  signed  by  the  President 
of  the  Republic,  and  declar- 
ed in  force,  and  hence  it 
has  legal    and     executive  ii 


force. 

Q.  When  will  the  future 
election  in  Afghanistan  ta- 
ke place? 

A.  "In  accordance  with  the 
Constitution  the  electioji  of 
the  President  of  the  Repu- 
blic will  take  place  after  six 
years,  but  election  for  the 
representatives  of  the  Meli 
Jirgah  will  be  held  less  th- 
an three  years  from  now, 
and  the  future  governm- 
ment  in  the  course  of  the 
transition  period,  which  will 
be  less  than  three  years 
long^  shall  prepare  the  ess- 
ential laws  and  apply  th- 

Q.  What  i  message  has  the 
President  for  the  nation  of 
Finland? 

A.  "I  am  greatly  pleased 
to  convey  my  Warm  greet- 
ings to  the  valirous  and 
brave  nation  of  Finland. 
Eventhough,  geographical- 
ly, our  two  countries  are 
situated  far  apart,  but  We 
have  consciously  followed 
the  changes  and  developm- 
ents in  Finland.  We  know 
well  that  the  brave  and  pat- 
riotic nation  of  Finland  has 
sustained  many  sacrifies 
for  preservation  of  her  in- 
dependence and  territorial 
integrity,  and  I  express  my 
profound  good  wishes  for 
the  wellbeing  and  prosperi- 
ty and  progress  of  the  na- 
tion   of  Finland. 

Mrs.  Irma  Soinio: 

I  am  deeply  gratified  th- 
at the  President  of  the  Re- 
public despite  heavy  preoc- 
cupations   permitted  this 
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President  Daoud^s 
interview  with 
Bri t ish  Journa list 


The  Presidential 
Office  released  for  pu- 
blication the  recent 
interview  in  Kabul  between 
Mr.  Mohammad  Daoud,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic,  and 
Mr.  Kevin  Rafferty,  editor 
of  Business  Times  and  cor- 
respondent of  Fi'nancial  Ti- 
mes of  London  on  May  21, 
1977. 

At  first  the  President  of 
the  Republic  said  I  am  hap- 
py to  meet  you;  is  it  your 
first  visit  to  Afghanistan? 

Mr.  Kevin  Rafferty  said: 
I  am  honoured  that  an  op- 
portunity to  meet  the  Pre- 
sident has  been  given  to  me 
and  I  am  grateful  that  Your 
Excellency  have  received  me 
for  the  interview.  I  ought  to 
inform  Your  Excellency  th- 
at in  1969,  too,  I  had  come 
to  Afghanistan  for  a  short 
visit. 

Mr.  Kevin  Rafferty  then 
asked  the  following  ques- 
tions : 

Question : 

It  is  now  almost  four 
years  since  you  took  over 


power  and  declared  Afgha- 
nistan a  Republic.  You  have 
set  the  framework  for  the 
development  of  a  better  life 
for  Afghans  through  the 
new  Constitution  and  the 
seven  year  development  pl- 
an. Can  you  kindly  tell  me 
what  is  your  vision  of  how 
Afghanistan  will  develop 
from  here. 

Answer:  With  respect  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  Re- 
publican State  it  must  be 
stated  that  its  real  objective 
and  purpose  is  the  attainm- 
ent of  a  prosperous  life  con- 
forming to  the  requirements 
of  the  age  and  the  times; 
of  course,  its  full  application 
and  the  realisation  of  the 
values  embodied  in  it,  for 
ensuring  the  welfare  and 
comfort  of  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  country, 
requires  the  completion  of  a 
series  of  other  laws. 

Application  of  the  law 
and  its  principles  will  dep- 
end upon  the  efficiency  of 
the  administrative  machin- 
ery of  the  State  and  the 
sincere  cooperation  of  the 
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Afghan  nation  which  ought 
to  apply  them  for  ensuring 
che  interests  of  the  people 
and  the  higher  interests  of 
the  country. 

Concerning  the  country's 
seven  year  development  pl- 
an it  ought  to  noted  that 
Afghanistan's  problem,  like 
that  of  all  developing  co- 
untries, is  an  economic  pro- 
blem, which  overshadows 
all  social  issues. 

Therefore,  the   subject  of 
economic  development  is  a 
vital  matter  for  us.  Like 
every  developing  country 
we  are  striving,    within  the 
limits  of  our  power  and  cap- 
ability, to     eliminate  our 
shortcomings  and  backward- 
ness by  implementing,  within 
the  framework  of  the  seven 
year  development  plan,  a  se- 
ries of  projects  which  speed 
up  the  process  of  economic 
growth  in  the  various  sph- 
eres, through   which  effec- 
tive steps  can  be  taken  for 
the  welfare  of  the  count- 
ry's people. 

Q:  In  spite  of  what  you 
have  done  already,  Afgh- 
anistan is  still  a  poor  co- 
untry. Can  you  please  tell 
me  what  you  consider  your 
greatest  strength  and  what 
your  greatest  problem  in 
trying  to  develop  and  crea- 
te a  modern  country? 

A:  The  positive  factors 
in  the  economic  developm- 
ent of  the  Afghan  society 
are  in  fact  the  faith  and 
conviction  of  the  governm- 
ent and  nation  of  Afghan- 
istan as  to  how  far  they  can 
valuably  serve  the   cause  of 


building  the  homeland. 

The  negative  factors  in 
Afghanistan's  economic  de- 
velopment are  the  present 
financial  situation,  scarcity 
of  qualified  cadres  and  its 
geographical  position. 

Q:  How  can  the  develop- 
ed countries  of  both  West 
and  East  help  Afghanistan. 
Are  they  doing  enough  to 
assist  you? 

A:  1  think  that  countries 
like  Afghanistan  need,  for 
economic  growth,  not  only 
domestic  resources  but  also 
foreign  aid  so    that  they 
may  thereby  build  their  eco- 
nomic infrastructure.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  afflu- 
ent countries  can,  if  they 
are  inchned  to,  give  larger 
aid.  Anyway,  we  are  thank- 
ful for  the  assistance  given 
so  far  by  the  friendly  sta- 
tes. 

Q:  In  bringing  about  a 
new  and  better  society  you 
obviously  have  to  find  an 
Afghan  solution,  but  in  do- 
ing so  you  will  probably 
look  closely  at  what  has 
happened  in  the  West  and 
in  the  East.  Can  you  please 
tell  me  the  things  you  might 
like  to  copy  from  elsewhere 
and  the  things  you  are  an- 
xious to  avoid.? 

A:  It  would  be  difficult 
to  assess  what  things  are 
good  or  bad  in  the  west  or 
in  the  east.  We  accept  every 
good  thing  be  it  from  the 
v^est  or  the  east  provided 
they  are  useful  and  compa- 
tible  with  our  national  in- 
terests. 

Q:  Does  Your  Excellency 


like  any  thing,  in  particu- 
lar in  any  affluent  western 
country  or  doesn't  hke;  that 
is,  some  complain  that  the 
western  society  has  grad- 
ually turned  to  materiaUsm 
so  that  as  a  result  of  this 
fact  family  values,  the  so- 
ciety and  rehgion  are  ig- 
nored. Similarly  some  com- 
plain that  rehgious  beliefs  in 
eastern  Europe  has  been 
undermined  and  atheism  is 
growing. 

A:  First  of  all  I  must 
say  that  affluent  countries 
exist  in  the  east  and  also  in 
the  west.  But  our  attitude 
towards  your  question  ab- 
out economic  problems  is 
that  of  a  middle  course, 
compatible  with  the  cultu- 
re and  national  interests  of 
our  society. 

Q.  Outside  the  country, 
Afghanistan  is  sometimes 
described  as  a  Soviet  satelli- 
te. From  here  in  Kabul  that 
view  seems  wrong,  but  does 
it  worry  you  that  in  spite  of 
your  own  firm  profession  of 
non-alignment,  you  are  still 
criticised  for  being  too  pro- 
Soviet. 

A  :  No  doubt  such  critici- 
sms  would  be  regrettable. 
OF  course  every  order  that 
is  based  upon  the  people 
and  its  national  issues,  so- 
metimes, prompts  such 
wrong  publicity.  But 
what  1  wish  to  say 
is  that  the  Afghan 
nation  has  always  and  ab- 
ove all  remained  ''Afghan" 
and  1  am  certai'n  that  it 
will  always  remain  as  such. 
Our  policy  is  that  of  friend- 


ship with  all  countries  and 
this  does  not  mean  that  in 
this  friendship  we  overlook 
our  national  interests  and 
national  identity. 

Q:  Relations  with  Pakis- 
tan seem  better  and  more 
relaxed  than  some  years 
ago.  Mr.  Zulfikar  Ali  Bhu- 
tto, the  Prime  Minister  of 
Pakistan  held  talks  in  Ka- 
bul and  the  President  of 
the  Republic  also  travelled 
to  Islamabad  and  talks  we- 
re held. 

Do  you  feel  that  this  is 
so,  and  if  so,  what  has  help- 
ed to  bring  about  the  chan- 
ges. What  still  needs  to  be 
done? 

A:  The  sole  political  dif- 
ference between  Afghanis- 
tan and  Pakistan  has  always 
been  known,  namely  the  su- 
pport and  endorsement  of 
the  legitimate  rights  of  Pa- 
shtun  and  Baloch  brethren. 
We  held  talks  with  Mr.  Bh- 
utto in  Kabul  and  Islamabad 
and  during  these  talks  our 
stands  became  clear  to  each 
other.  Our  talks  took  place 
in  a  friendly  atmosphere. 
If  there  is  goodwill  I  hope 
that  one  day  we  may  suc- 
ceed in  solving  this  problem 
in  a  peaceful  and  in  a  just 
and  honourable  manner. 

Q:  When  will  next  stage 
in  the  talks  between  Afgha- 
i-.istan  and  Pakistan  be? 

A:  It  is  difficult  to  say 
anything  definite  about  the 
time  and  the  manner  of  la- 
ter talks.  Unfortunately  ev- 
ents have  now  taken  place 
in  Pakistan  which  have  cr- 
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eated  a  confused  situation. 
Anyway  it  is  now  up  to 
Pakistan  what  initiative  or 
move  it  makes  for  the  next 
stage  so  that  the  path  to 
I  he  future  talks  may  be 
opened  otherwise  the  talks 
on  the  matter  w^ill  remain 
stalled. 

Q:  What  form  of  action 
on  the  matter  do  you  expect 
from  Pakistan? 

A:  The  object  is  clear. 
We  understood  our  stands 
as  a  result  of  previous  talks, 
but  u'nder  the  condition  th- 
at a  large  number  of  Pash- 
tim  and  Baloch  leaders  re- 
main in  prison,  how  will 
later  talks  be  possible,  and 
so  long  as  no  understandilig 
is  reached  with  the  Pasht- 
uns  and  the  Balochis  them- 
selves, how  is  it  possible  to 
take  a  practical  step  in  this 
regard. 

Q:  Do  you  mean  by  the 
imprisoned  Pashtun  and 
Baloch  leaders  those  leaders 
who  have  been  imprisoned 
after  the  elections  or  are 
they  the  persons  who  have 
gone  to  jail  before? 

A:  The  matter  of  impris- 
onments which  have  taken 
and  take  place  recently  is  a 
new  subject.  We  mean  tho- 
se leaders  who  have  been 
imprisoned  previously  and 
we  have  consistently  suppo 
rted  their  rights. 

The  correspondent:  Incl- 
uding Abdul  WaH  Khan,  the 
leader  of  the  banned  Na- 
tional Aw  ami  Party? 
A:  Of  course. 
Correspondent:  If  Mr.  Bh- 


utto is  asked  about  it  he 
will  say  that  Khan  Abdul 
Wali  Khan  has  gone  to  jail 
following  a  court  order? 

The  President:  You  can 
realise  it  yourself  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  court  has 
passed  its  order  about  him. 

Q.  If  there  should  exist 
a*ny  goodwill  on  Pakistan's 
part  and  if  the  imprisoned 
Pashtun  and  Baloch  leaders 
are  freed,  will  relations  bet- 
ween Afghanistan  and  Pa- 
kistan normalise  and  in  this 
way  there  will  be  no  politi- 
cal difference  betw^een  th- 
em? 

A:  Our  political  differen- 
ce with  Pakistan  is  not  only 
over  the  matter  of  the  im- 
prisonment of  Pashtun  and 
Baloch  leaders  or  their  re- 
lease, but  the  attainment  of 
their  legitimate  rights.  The 
background  of  the  subject 
is  best  known  to  you  Eng- 
hsh. 

Q:  Can  the  release  of 
Khan  Abdul  Wali  Khan  and 
other  Pashtun  and  Baloch 
leaders  be  counted  as  a  step 
toward  understanding? 

A :  Of  course  it  can  be 
considered  as  a  good  step. 

Q:  Will  a  better  unders- 
tanding between  the  count- 
ries be  possible  without  the 
release  of  Pashtun  and  Ba- 
loch prisoners? 

A:  I  think  that  without 
it,  reaching  any  sort  of  bet- 
ter undrestanding  will  be 
extraordinarily  difficult. 

Q:  Does  the  President  of 
the  Republic  say  that  condi- 
tions for  normalising  rela- 
tions between  Afghanistan 


and  Pakistan  include  the 
creation  of  Pashtunistan  and 
the  application  of  a  referen- 
dum over  the  future  of  the 
North  West  Frontier  prov- 
ince and  Balochistan  call- 
ing upon  the  people  in  these 
two  provinces  to  say  w^hich 
country  they  wish  to  join? 

A:  We  will  not  set  forth 
any  definite  conditions,  but 
our  proposal  will  be  that  of 
affording  an  opportunity  to 
our  Pashtun  and  Baloch 
brethren  to  say  themselves 
what  they  want  and  what 
they  desire.  We  support  th- 
eir demands  and  we  wish 
they  determine  their  destin- 
ies, themselves. 

The  correspondent  said: 
Mr.  President  has  offered 
an     extraordinarily  clear 
position  in  this  regard. 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public said,  yes,  Afghanis- 
tan in  accordance  with  its 
clear-cut  stand  has  always, 
supported  and  supports  the 
legitimate  rights  of  its  Pa- 
shtun and  Baloch  brethren. 

Q:  How  will  the  Pashtun 
and  Baloch    peoples  take 
their  decisions  on  determin-' 
ing  their  fate? 

A:  It  is  easy  to  seek  the 
views  of  the  people.  They 
can  express  their  wishes  in 
any  form  which  they  may 
like. 

Q:  Mr.  President:  Iran 
is  another  neighbour  that 
has  friendship  with  you.  Ir- 
an has  undertaken  to  give 
financial  assistance  to  Af- 
ghanistan for  building  a 
railway.  Is  the  President  in- 
clined to  say  anything  on 


the  stages  in  which  the 
railroad  project  will  be  com- 
pleted and  its  cost? 

A:  Our  relations  with 
Iran  are  undoubtedly  frien- 
dly. Iran  has  pledged  itself 
to  finance  certain  projects 
included  in  our  seven-year 
plan,  among  which  is  the 
building  of  railroad.  It  may 
be  stated  that  the  railroad 
project  is  under  survey  and 
its  results  will  be  completed 
and  submitted  to  the  gov- 
ernment soon. 

Q:  It  is  heard  that  Iran, 
in  connection  with  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Helmand  river 
water,  is  showing  reluctan- 
ce in  the  matter  of  fulfilling 
its  financial  commitments 
regarding  the  financing  of 
the  railroad;  that  is  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Helmand  river 
water  has  created  difficult- 
ies in  the  matter.  Of  course 
Afghanistan  has  not  breach- 
ed the  treaty  of  Helmand 
water,  but  it  is  said  that 
Iran  has  not  been  consulted 
on  certain  projects.  Simil- 
arly, the  President's  brother 
recently  visited    Iran  and 
had  talks  in    this  regard. 
What  opinion  can  the  Pre- 
sident express  in  this  regard 
and  concerning  the  results 
of  the  trip  by  Mr.  Moham- 
mad Naim,  his  special  en- 
voy? 

A:  The  subject  of  the 
Helmand  water  has  been 
settled  by  the  previous  re- 
gime and  a  treaty  has  been 
signed  in  this  regard.  Th- 
erefore there  does  not  rem- 
ain any  misunderstanding. 
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-  Concerning  th-e  accord  on 
Iran's  economic  assistance 
lo  Afghaistan  it  must  be  sta- 
ted that  Iran  has  pledged 
to  provide  certain  assist- 
ance in  this  regard,  which, 
I  hope,  will  be  acted  upon. 
The  trip  by  the  special  en- 
voy, Mr.  Mohammad  Naim 
had  taken  place  on  a  frien- 
dly invitation,  and  it  has 
yielded  useful  results.  At 
pi'esent  we  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  Iran  is  reluc- 
tant about  its  f'inaxicial 
assistance  and  the  joint  co- 
mmission of  the  two  count- 
ries will  hold  talks  in  the 
near  future. 

Q:  Will  Iran's  financial 
assistance  include  constru- 
ction of  the  railroad? 

A:  Yes,  in  the  framework 
of  the  protocol  on  Iran's  as- 
sistance, signed  by  the  dele- 
gations  of  the  two  sides,  a 
commitment  for  providing 
financial  facihty  on  the  ba- 
sis .of .  technical  .and.  econo- 
mic results  of  this  project 
has  been  undertaken  by 
Iran. 

Q:  In  the  proposed  plan 
the  building  of  a  railroad 
from  the  Iranian  border  to 
Kabul  has  been  taken  into 
consideration  but  the  Haji- 
gak  mine  has  remained  dis- 
tant from  its  route;  has  this 
been  done  deliberately  or 
that  the  Hajigak  mine  has 
been  forgotten? 

A :  The  Hajigak  mine  has 
not  been  forgotten,  but  the 
subject  Of  its  exploitation 
will  be  studied.  If  you  wish 
you  can  obtain  further  and 


more  specific  information  m 
this  respect  from  the  Mi- 
nister of  Planning. 

Q:  Mr.  President:  I  want 
leave  to  ask  you  a  person- 
al question.  You  served  as 
a  dynamic  prime  minister  in 
your  country  up  to  1963 
and  then  you  stayed  home 
for  ten  years,  and  again  in 
1973  you  took  over  control 
of  affairs.  What  during  th- 
ese two  stages  has  been  yo- 
ur feeling  about  power? 

A:  The  most  important 
thing  taught  to  me  by  life's 
experience  is  that  real  po- 
wer in  every  society  is  the 
nation,  and  that  every  me- 
ans which  may  transfer  so- 
vereignty to  the  nation  is 
legitimate  and  sensible.  Th- 
erefore, I  have  always  in 
view  the  majority  of  the 
people  and  their  wishes  and 
not  the  minority  and  a  limit- 
ed number. 

Q:  Is  the  President  sorry 
for  having  been  in  isolation 
and  away  from  power  for 
ten  years? 

A :  I  stepped  down  from 
the  premiership  to  promote 
transfer  of  power  to  the 
people  and  the  acceleration 
of  this  process,  but  experi- 
ence over  ten  years  taught 
me  that  it  was  a  vain  hope 
and  once  again  I  sought  in 
the  interests  of  the  majority 
of  the  people,  to  establish 
the  Republican  order. 

0:  Mr.  President  has 
done  a  good  job  in  transfer- 
ring the  power  and  this  ma- 
tter has  taken  on  a  real 
form,  but  some  are  concer- 
ned over  the  fact  as  to  how 
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will  this  process  be  com- 
pleted without  Your  Excel- 
lency? 

A:  The  probability  of 
man's  existence  or  non-exis- 
tence is  present  every  mo- 
ment and  nothing  can  be 
predicted  about  future.  Ho- 
wever, I  am  convinced  that 
a  nation  will  ultimately  find 
its  own  way  and  fi'nd  its 
leaders. 

Q:  Has  the  President  set 
a  time  for  his  presidency 
and  hcis  he  anyone  else  in 
mind  for  this  post  in  future? 

A :  This  subject  has  been 
clarified  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  Republic.  As  to  who 
will  be  elected  as  President 
of  the  Republic  in  future  it 
is  a  matter    for  the  people. 

Q:  Certain  articles  are 
included  in  the  Constituti- 
on regarding  the  election  of 
vice-presidents  of  the  Re- 


pubhc;  does  the  President 

consider  having  a  vice-pre- 
sident or  vice-presidents? 

A:  Yes,  a  President  of 
the  RepubMc  alone  cannot 
perform  all  tasks. 

Q:  Will  the  vice-president 
or  vice-presidents  of  the  Re- 
public be  appointed  in  the 
near  future? 

A:  Nothing  definite  can 
be  stated  in  this  regard,  but 
the  probability  of  the  selec- 
tion of  a  vice-president  or 
vice-presidents  in  the  near 
future  exists. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the 
interview  Mr.  Kevin  Rafferty 
expressed  his  thanks  for  be- 
ing received  by  the  Presid- 
ent of  the  Republic  and 
said:  I  am  grateful  that  the 
President  of  the  Republic 
has  patiently  answered  my 
detailed  questions  and  1 
appreciate  his  answers. 
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President  Daoud 
addresses  cotton 
seminar  participants 


The  President  of  the  Re- 
Pi^ic  Mohammad  Daoud 
taJking  to  the  participaasits 
of  the  seminar  on  cotton 
development  on  May  12, 
1977  said: 

"There  is  no  doxibt  that 
our  country,  like  other  dev- 
dc^ng  nations^  is  faced  wi- 
th many  difficulties  which 
canaot  be  solved  in  a  short 
span  of  time  and  it  requ- 
ires that  all  citizens  work 
constantly  and  with  unity 
of  thought  and  action  to  re- 
move these  difficalties'\ 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public received  the  particip- 
anfes  of  the  seminar  at  the 
Presid^tial  Palace  while 
the  Minister  of  Mines  and 
Industries  Eng  Abdul  Taw- 
ab  Assefi  and  Minister  of 
Agriculture  AzizuJlah  Wass- 
efi  were  also  present. 

Expressing  pleasure  over 
meeting  the  participants  of 
the  seminar^  the  President 
of  the  Republic  Mohammad 
Daoud  said:  "Though  the 
duration  of  the  seminar  was 


short,  but  it  afforded  an 
opportunity  ti.  the  represe- 
ntatives of  the  cotton  grow- 
ers and  officials  of  concer- 
ned organisations  to  get  to- 
gether to  discuss  and  exch- 
ange views  on  overcoming 
their  problems.  It  is  hoped 
that  other  seminars  cover- 
ing different  fields  are  he- 
ld from  time  to  time  in  ev- 
ery corrner  of  the  country 
so  that  people  come  into 
close  contact  with  the  offi- 
cials in  charge  and  try  to 
solve  their  problems  \ 

Referring  to  the  develop- 
mental problems  of  the  co- 
untry, the  President  of 
the  Republic  said:  "The  pr- 
oblems in  a  developing  soc- 
iety can  De  solved  when 
its  members  exert  efforts 
in  an  atmosphere  of  utter 
sincerity  and  understanding 
and  work  with  unity  of  ac- 
tion and  thought  to  overc- 
ome their  problems  and  th- 
rough faith  in  Almighty 
God  and  firm  determinjat- 
ioQ  take  part  energetically 


towards  construclion  and 
building  of  their  homel- 
and'\ 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public added:  "Dear  broth- 
ers, at  the  seiniTiar  on  all- 
sided  development  of  cot- 
ton in  which  you  took  part 
some  of  the  economic  prob- 
lems of  the  country  in  rela- 
tion with  the  development 
and  cultivation  of  cotton 
were  discussed  and  consid- 
ered while  in  Qur  country 
we  are  faced  with  tremen- 
dous problems  and  shortc- 
omings which  cannot  be  so- 
lved solely  throush  words 
but  requires  all— sided  eff- 
orts on  the  part  of  all  ci- 
tizens of  ihe  coantry'*. 

To  overcome  these  prob- 
lems, it  is  essential  that 
while  the  problems  are  be- 
ing distinguished  ways  to 
solve  them  should  also  be 
sought  and  presented,  in 
an  objective  manner.  For 
to  criticise  is  rather  easy, 
but  to  put  forward  a  reas- 
onable view  for  solution  of 
problems  is  a  difficult  task. 
I  hope  that  all  citizens  of 
the  country  with  good  will 
and  understanding  will  not 
refrain  from  expressing  th- 
eir pertinent  views  in  ove- 
rcomng  the  problems'  . 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public said:  *Tast  experien- 
ce has  taught  us  that  disc- 
ord and  pessimism  will  get 


us  nowhere,  on  the  contra- 
ry it  will  lead  to  misfortu- 
ne and  miseries.  Thus,  it  is 
up  to  us  to  re^ilise  more 
than  ever  our  conscientious 
and  moral  obligations  and 
work  in  practice  for  safeg- 
uarding and  consolidation 
of  national  unity  in  the 
light  of  auspicious  Republ- 
ican regime'*. 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public added:  "Since  its 
establishment  the  Republ- 
ican state^  within  its  cap- 
ability and  power,  has  ta- 
ken measures  towards  can- 
struction  of  a  new  and  pr- 
osperous Afghanistan  and 
win  continue  in  its  efforts 
in  this  regard". 

It  is  hoped  that  with  the 
grace  of  Almighty  God  one 
day  we  become  a  self-reli- 
ant country  and  be  able  to 
meet  as  much  as  po3sible, 
our  needs  domestically." 

Referring  to  the  role  of 
farmers  and  workers  in  eco- 
nomic development  of  the 
country,    the  President  of 
the  Republic  said:  "The  de- 
velopment and  progress  of 
the  country  requires  the 
efforts  of  all  individuals  sp- 
ecially the  youth,  so  that 
each  individual  on  his  own 
part  will  Jay  firm  atones  in 
the  foundation  for  building 
the  society  and  rendering  a 
service   for  the  future  gen- 
erations". 
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President  Daoud  visits 
Balkh^Jauzjan  provinces 


President  of  the  Repub- 
lic Mohammad  Daoud  left 
Kabul  for  Balkh  and  Jauz- 
jan  province^  on  March  20, 
1977  to  participate  in  tra- 
ditional new  year  inaugural 
ceremonies  and  raising  of 
the  banner  of  the  mausol- 
eum of  Hazrate  Ali  in  Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif  and  inspecting 
a  number  of  development 
projects  there.  The  leader 
of  Revolution  and  his  com- 
panions returned  to  Kabul 
on  March  23,  1977. 

Following  is  the  sp- 
eech of  the  President 
of  the  Republic  Mohammad 
Daoud  delivered  in  Maz- 
ar-i-Sharif  on  March  21, 
1977  after  hoisting  the  ban- 
ner of  the  Mausoleum  of 
Hazrate  Ali,  the  fourth  Ca- 
liph of  Islam  : 

Dear  sisters  and  brothers, 
dear  citizens  of  Mazare  Sha- 
rif, "I  thank  Almighty  God 
who  afforded  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  come  to  this  histo- 
ric city  after  years,  and 
meet  you. 

I  am  deeply  gratified  for 
your  extraordinary  warm 
and  kind  sentiments,  and 


I  convey  to  you  my  own 
and  my  companions'  thanks. 

I  am  fortunate  to  partici- 
pate today,  in  this  Holy  city 
where  the  mausoleum  of 
the  great  Caliph  of  Islam 
is  located,  in  the  new  year 
ceremonies  which  is  one  of 
the  traditional  festivals  of 
the  nation  of  Afghanistan, 
and  speak  to  you  a  few 
words,  dear  sisters  and  bro- 
thers, from  my  heart.  The 
President  said  during  the 
last  three  years  and  eight 
months,  since  the  very  day 
of  the  revolution  of  Saratan 
26,  1352,  I  have  talked  from 
tirne  to  time  to  my  compat- 
riots, on  the  objectives  of 
the  revolution,  reasons  of 
the  revolution,  the  shape 
of  our  future,  and  our  wish- 
es for  the  people  and  the 
nation  of  Afghanistan,  and 
left  nothing  secret. 

1  have  always  informed 
the  noble  people  of  Afgha- 
nistan, with  sincerity  and 
in  explicit  terms,  my  best 
wishes  and  those  of  the 
state  and  government  ef 
Afghanistan  and  my  f'i- 
ends. 

Esteemed  brothers  and 
sisters, 
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1  do  not  wish  to  take 
your  valuable  time  on  this 
new  year's  day  that  you  ha- 
ve come  to  the  shrine  of 
Ali  (Karamullah  Wajho) 
and  to  attend  the  ceremony 
of  hoisting  the  Holy  banner, 
with  repetition  of  wdiat  I 
have  already  said.  But  I  wish 
lo  say  this  niuch  that  the 
nation  of  Afghanistan  has  a 
glorious  history  of  its  own, 
and  great  and  ancient  tra- 
ditions. Where  we  are  to- 
day, is  the  grccitest  and  best 
(^xample  of  the  ancient  his- 
tory of  this  nation,  i.e.  the 
ancient  Bactria,  Bactria  wh- 
ich is  called  mother  of  ci- 
ties. 

I  he  leader  of  the  revoluti- 
on furth-r  added  "the  world 
Nvh'ch  we  live  in  is  not  a 
world  of  illusions,  it  is  not 
a  wo  id  that  we  dream  ev- 
erything, and  we  surmise 
everything. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every 
Moslem  and  every  faithful 
huii^an  being  to  always  pray 
to  Almighty  God,  and  alw- 
avs  seek  his  blessing  and 
hi;  help,  to  the  great  God 
that  has  said,  you  move,  and 
I  will  l)less  your  movement. 

fh'^  President  added  that 
eveiithough  the  truth  may 
be  bitter  but  noble  human 
beings  and  nations  are  those 
wlio  confess  their  defects, 

rors  and  backwardness, 
and  disarray.    Those  who 
do  not  admit  realities,  in 
(vlfect  deceive  themselves 
not  others. 

We  must  admit  that  un- 
fortunately the  noble  na- 
tion of  Afghanistan  went 


through  a  long  period  of 
misfortunate,  and  especially 
imperialism  and  colonia- 
lism left  heavy  stains  on 
the  body  of  this  country 
causing  the  nation  to  re- 
main years  and  years  beh 
ind  other  nations  of  the 
world.  But  the  Afghan  na- 
tion has  always  had  one 
honour,  that  honour  in  the 
past,  and  in  the  future  is 
that  the  Afghan  nation  may 
accept  all  sacrifices  and  mis- 
fortunes but  will  never  fo- 
refeit  her  national  honour, 
national  independence,  and 
national  integrity". 

Dear  friends,  these  his- 
torical eras,  these  vicissitu- 
des, have  always  existed  in 
the  life  of  nations,  and  will 
do  so.  But  firm  conviction, 
and  great  exertions  of  na- 
tions can  recompense  these 
backwardnesses. 

The  leader  of  the  revolu- 
tion said  for  progress,  pro- 
sperity and  advancement  of 
dear  Afghanistan  what  is 
essential  is  only  firm  con- 
viction and  faith,  real  unity 
in  thought  and  action,  and 
sincere  wish. 

Dear  friends,  today  is  not 
the  time  to  believe  in  talis- 
man and  magic,  that  every- 
thing may  change  at  once, 
and  we  can  change  all  par- 
ched deserts  to  lush  green 
fields  imm.ediately.  The  tr- 
uth is  that  today,  first  of 
all,  our  nation  needs  unity, 
solidarity  and  firm  faith, 
as  the  enemies  of  this  soil, 
centuries  upon  centuries, 
have  tried  to  sow  the  seeds 
of  disunity,  create  misun- 
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derstandings,  so  that  they 
may  benefit  from  them,  and 
in  the  process  have  confron- 
ted the  noble  nation  of  Af- 
ghanistan with  thousands 
of  problems,  by  reason  of 
which  backwardness  prev- 
ailed. 

The  leader  of  the  revolu- 
tion said  "it  would  be  bett- 
er if  we  look  at  our  his- 
tory and  see  that  which  day 
was  ominous,  and  unfortun- 
ate day,  and  which  day  we 
have  made  a  move  and  per- 
formed an  action  that  is 
cause  for  honour  for  the 
present  and  coming  gene- 
rations". 

■  Dear  sisters  and  broth- 
ers if  we  take  full  cogni- 
sance of  our  history   we  see 
that  whenever  the  nation 
of  Afghanistan  has  perfor- 
med an  action     with  real 
unity  and     solidarity,  that 
time  is  the  most  shining 
era  of  our  history.    Our  na- 
tion, with  firm  unity  and 
conviction,  in  a  national  in- 
surge'ncc,  was  able  to,  in 
spite  of  its  weakness,  stand 
against  the  greatest  imper- 
ialist power  of  the  day". 

•'Dear  friends,  we  must 
prepare  ourselves,  to  elimi- 
nate backwardness  and  mis- 
fortune, in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of 
the  time.  A  society  can  not 
move  counter  to  the  move- 
ment of  the  world  in  a  soli- 
tary way,  or  stand  in  the 
way  of  natural  movement 
and  stream  of  the  world. 
Hence  a  nation  can  elimin- 
ate its  backwardness  when 


it  is  m  step  with  the  tmie 
and  develop  the  competence 
to  live  a  life  of  honour  as 
a  noble  nation  in  the  ranks 
of  the  nations  of  the  world". 

In  conclusion  the  Presid- 
ent of  the  Republic  once 
iigciin  expressed  his  profo- 
und thanks  for  the  warm 
sentiments  of  the  citizens  of 
Mazare  Sharif  and  all  the 
sisters  and  brothers  who 
have  come  to  pay  homage 
to  the  great  Caliph  of  Is- 
lam here  and  said  "T  am 
deeply  gratified  to  the  noble 
Afghan  nation,  to  each  one 
of  you  individually  for  your 
confidence  and  esteem  to 
me  in  appointing     me  as 
President  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan  for  a  period 
of  six  years". 

The  President  said  'T 
pray  to  Alm.ighty  God,  who 
has  created  us  all,  that  by 
virtue  of  the  great  soul 
of  the  Caliph  of  Islam 
to  enable  me  to  scT^ve  for 
the  honour,  prosperity  and 
progress  of  dear  Afghanis- 
tan, with  complete  faith 
and  honesty,  with  my  entire 
ability,  in  every  way  that  is 
humanly  possible'". 

ADDRESSING  THE  OFF- 
ICERS  OF  BALKH  PROVIN 
CE  GARISSON  ON  MARCH 
22,  1977,  THE  LEADER  OF 
REVOLUTION  SAID: 

"Dear  brothers,  respect- 
ed officer^  and  commanders 
of  the  valiant  army  of  Af- 
ghanistan. 
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I  am  profoundly  pleased 
today  to  see  you  and  speak 
to  you  dear  brothers. 

Dear  officers,  in  reality 
you  are  the  guardians  of 
independence,  integrity  and 
honour  of  this  soil.  I  am  th- 
ankful to  Almighty  God 
that  the  heroic  armed  forc- 
es of  Afgha'nistan  were  at 
the  forefront  in  bringing  a 
really  fundamental  and 
progressive  change  in  Afg- 
hanistan, and  that  this  ho- 
'nour  was  the  lot  of  the  ar- 
med forces  of  Afghanistan". 

The  Commander-in-chief 
of  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan's armed  forces  said: 
"Dear  brothers,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  this  service  of 
the  armed  forces  of  Afgha- 
nistan will  never  be  forgot- 
ton  i'n  the  history  of  the 
country,  and  the  Afghan 
nation  will  not  cea3e  in  res- 
pecting her  heroic  and 
valiant  army". 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
nnblic  adde^  that  "I  have 
ahvays  trusted  the  valiant 
and  brave  army  of  the  dear 
country.  Its  respect  and  re- 
verence is  imbedded  in  my 
heart.  May  Almighty  God 
enable  us  all,  all  of  us  who 
are  engaged  in  the  service 
of  our  country,  to  exercise 
the  duties  entrusted  to  us 
bv  the  Afghan  nation  in  a 
wav  that  will  be  worthy  of 
this  j?reat  trust,  with  ut- 
most honestv  and  can  one 
day  put  our  country,  a  co- 
untry which  today  more 
than  at  anv  time   needs  un- 


ceasmg  toil,  on  the  path  of 
progress  and  development, 
ut  course  this  cannot  be 
achieved  without  sacrifice 
and  selflessness". 

The  Founder  of  the  Re- 
volution further  added  that 
"fortunately  we  now  see 
before  us  highly  educated 
and  proficient  youth.  Undo- 
ubtedly today  you  are  at  the 
stage  where  you  differenti- 
ate between  bad  and  good, 
and  can  see  your  country  in 
world  perspective.  Hence 
you  must  attend  to  your 
responsibilities  essentially 
more  diligently. 

"Dear  brothers,  as  I  have 
said  time  and  again,  I  wish 
to  reiterate  this  point  once 
again  that  to  do  away  with 
backwardness  we  must  work 
and  do  not  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity, as  the  reconstruction 
of  the  country  requires  sus- 
tained and  continuing  eff- 
orts of  the  entire  nation, 
the  military  and  the  civil 
sectors,  everyone's  share  in 
the  construction  of  the  cou- 
ntry, small  or  great,  is  im- 
portant by  its  own  right, 
and  ought  to  be  appreciat- 
ed." 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public continued  :  "For  de- 
velopment and  progress  of 
the  society,  especially  for 
the  realisation  of  the  ob- 
jectives of  the  revolution 
and  national  aspirations  sm- 
all steps  are  not  sufficient. 
What  is  essential  are  pro- 
longed and  ongoing  endea- 
vours that  can  result  in  at- 
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taining  these  targets. 

Dear  brothers,  if  you  re- 
ally wish  that  our  country 
is  built,  and  that  our  armed 
forces  really  become  a  mo- 
dern and  really  become  a 
modern  and  well  equipped 
army,  I  ought  to  tell  you  th- 
at first  of  all  understanding 
of  the  objectives  of  the 
national  revolution  is  impe- 
rative, and  then  we  can, 
with  the  grace  of  God  Al 
mighty,  reach  our  sacred  ob- 
-jectives  and  national  aspi- 
ration, one  by  one-". 

The  President  said  that, 
1  am  fully  convinced  that 
the  valorous  armed  forces 
of  Afghanistan  have  always 
performed  the  duties  ent- 
rusted to  them  most  read-i- 
-ly,  and  shall  be  so,  and  it 
is  my  hope  that,  again,  the 
sacrificing  army  of  Afgh- 
anistan, will  -not  only  consi 
der  the  protection  of  the 
soil  as  its  duty,  but  also,  as 
honest  sons  of  the  country, 
as  sacrificing  and  faithful 
sons,  make  greater  exerti- 
Oiis  in  reforms^  and  in  con- 
struction of  the  country. 

Dear  brothers,  as  I  have 
stated  before,  my  interest  in 
the  armed  forces  of  Afg- 
hanistan, dates  back  to 
long  years.  My  greatest  ho- 
nour is  that  I  have  served 
in  armed  forces  of  Afghan- 
istan as  a  soldier  and  as  a 
commander,  and  I  shall  ch- 
erish this  honour  always. 

Members  of  the  noble  and 
heroic  and  sacrificing  army 
of  Afghanistan,  from  the 


moment  they  heard  the 
voice  of  revolution  and 
proclamation  of  the  new 
Republican  Order,  where- 
ever  or  at  whatever  positi- 
on they  were  did  their  best 
in  consolidation  and  stabili- 
sation of  the  Republican  Or- 
der''. 

Referring  to  events  of 
the  last  three  years  and 
eight  months  the  founder 
of  the  Republic  said,  "Some 
anti-national  elements  wi- 
shed to  act  against  national 
revolution  of  Afghanistan 
through  plots  and  intrigues, 
but  again,  as  a  result  of 
alertness  and  earnestness 
of  the  sacrificing  army  of 
Afghanistan,  their  nega- 
tive moves  were  foiled,  and 
their  plots  were  found  out''. 

In  conclusion  the  Presid- 
ent of  the  Republic  pray- 
ed for  the  honour  and  suc- 
cess of  the  noble  and  heroic 
armed  forces  of  Afghanist- 
an, and  for  the  further  pro- 
gress of  the  country  under 
the  banner  of  the  Republic. 

THE  LEADER  OF  REVOL 
UnON  ADDRESSING  A 
HUGE  GATHERING  OF 
JAUZJAN  CITIZENS  AT 
SHIBERGHAN  STADIUM 
ON  MARCH  21,  1977  SAID: 

First  of  all  I  congratulate 
you  all  on  the  advent  of 
the  New  Year,  and  pray  to 
God  Almighty  for  very  pro- 
sperous years  for  the  good 
of  the  country  and  for  the 
honour  of  dear  Afghanis- 
tan. 
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Dear  friends, 

1  am  deeply  touched  and 
thankful  for  your  very  warm 
and  friendly  sentiments  and 
your  cordial  reception  for 
one  who  serves  you.  May  Al- 
mighty God  help  you  and 
all  of  us  to  work  for  the 
prosperity  and  progress  of 
the  country  which  is  our 
common  home  with  hones- 
ty and  conviction,  firm  re- 
solve and  complete  unity  so 
that  one  day  we  see  our 
country  better  built,  gree- 
ner, and  more  advanced. 

I  he  President  of  the  Re- 
pu))lic  said  I  was  very  plea- 
sed to  have  the  opportunity 
ior  this  brief  visit  here,  and 
I  promise  to  see  you  again, 
and  talk  to  you  more  com- 
prehensively. 

The  President  added  that 
the  aim  of  the  state,  the 
aim  oF  your  government 
<ind  the  aim  of  those  who 
today  shoulder  a  responsibi- 
lity is  to  serve  tlie  majority 
of  the  people  of  Afghanis- 
tan. 

Rest  assured  that  we  sh- 
all not  refrain  to  serve  our 
countiy  and  our  compatr- 
iots in  the  best  of  our  abili- 
ty, and  With  alt  our  ener- 
gies but  T  ought  to  note  th- 
at whenever  a  nation  wi- 
shes to  progress,  and  forge 
torvvard  at  the  ;pace  of  the 
advanced  world,  it  must  ac- 


cept sacrifices.  Building  of 
our  country,  which  is  our 
common  home,  by  others,  is 
impossible.  Building  of  the 
country  requires  faith  in 
God,  greater  exertions  and 
tireless  efforts  of  every 
member  of  the  nation.  I 
pray  to  Almighty  God  to 
enable  the  Afghan  nation 
to  serve  for  the  honour  of 
the  country  with  all  their 
energy  and  capability,  with 
all  selflessness,  so  that  na- 
tional aspirations  may  be 
achieved. 

In  this  age  life  for  a  na- 
tion without  work  a'nd  toil- 
mg'  is  impossible,  and  in 
case  it  does  live,  it  will  be 
a  life  filled  with  misery. 

Dear  sisters  and  broth- 
ers, President  Mohammad 
Daoud  added,  it  is  the  duty 
of  us  all  to  work  for  the 
country,  relying  on  God 
Almighty,  hand  in  hand  with 
full  faith  and  conviction,  in 
a  single  minded  way. 

Our  nation  throughout 
its  history  has  lived  an  ho- 
nourable life,  and  may  Al- 
mighty God  bless  it  always, 
and  bestow  honour  upon  it 
always. 

In  conclusion  the  Presid- 
ent of  the  Repubic  repeated 
his  thanks  for  the  warm 
sentiments  and  the  cordial 
reception  accorded  him. 
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President  of  the    Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  showing  affection  to  a  child 
who  presented  a  bouquet  of  flower  to  him  in  Mazar-i-Sharif  on  March  21,  1977. 


President  Daoud    attending  the  flag  hoisting  ceremony  at  Rawzi  Hazrati 

on  March  21,  1977. 


President    Mohammad  Daoud  addressing    Mazar-i- Sharif  citizens     after  the 

/nravz-v^/^riTT   ot    flio  c h n' ti o  nf  TTayrati  All. 


President  of  the  Republic  responding  to  the    sentiments  of  Mazar  citizens. 


President  Daoud    visiting  some  section  of  the  Balkh  Textile  Mill  on  March 

23,  1977. 


President  Daoud 
visits  Soviet  Union 


President  of  the  Repub- 
lic Mohammad  Daoud  left 
Kabul  for  Moscow  on  April 
12,  1977'  for  an  official  and 
friendly  visit  at  the  invita- 
tion of  the    Presidium  of 
Supreme  Soviet  and  Gover- 
'nment  of  Union  of  Soviet 
Socialist   Republics.    In  th- 
is visit  the  President  of  the 
Republic  was  accompanied 
by     Commerce  Minister 
Mohammad  Khan  Jalalar, 
Minister  of    Planning  Ali 
Ahmad  Khuram,  Minister 
of  Water  and   Power  Eng. 
Juma  Mohammad  Mohamm- 
adi,  Minister  In-Charge  for 
Foreign     Affairs  Waheed 
Abdullah,    Director  Gene- 
ral for  Political    Affairs  of 
the  Foreign    Ministry  Ab- 
dul Samad   Ghaus,  Presid- 
ent of  the  Protocol  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry    Mir  Sha- 
msuddin,  Chief  de  Cabinet 
of  Foreign     Ministry  Dr. 
Mahboub  Rafiq^    Major  Ge- 
neral Raba  Jan,  Military 
Aide,    Acting    Director  Ge- 
neral of  Economic  Relati- 
ons  Department  of  Foreign 
Ministry   Dr.  Abdul  Farid 


Rashid,  Director  of  Third 
Political  Section  of  the  For- 
eign Ministry  Mohammad 
Rafiq  Shamrez,  Lt.  Colo- 
nel Murtaza  Qui,  1st.  Lt. 
Abdul  Majid,  aides  de  ca- 
mps and  a  number  of  oth- 
er officials  of  the  Foreign 
Ministry.  A  press  delega- 
tion including  correspond- 
ents, photographers  and  a 
film  unit  also  accompanied 
the  President. 

The  Leader  of  Revoluti- 
on on  arrival  in  Moscow 
was  warmly  welcomed  by 
Soviet  leaders.  The  plane 
carrying  the  President  of 
the  Republic  and  his  dele- 
gation arrived  at  around 
4.30  p.m.  Afghan  standard 
time  on  the  same  day  at 
the  Venukovo  airport. 

The  Founder  of  the  Re- 
public on  alighting  from 
the  plane  was  welcomed  by 
President  of  the  Pres- 
idium of  USSR  Su- 
preme Soviet  Nikolai  Pod- 
gomy,  Chairman  of  the 
USSR  Council  of  Ministers 
Alexei  Kosygin,  USSR  Fo- 
reign Minister  Andrei  Gro- 
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myko  and  other  promtoent 
personalities  of  that  coun- 
try as  well  as  Ambassador 
of  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan to  Moscow  Dr.  AU 
Ahmad  and  Soviet  Am- 
bassador to  Kabul  Alexan- 
der Puzanov. 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
pubUc  Mohammad  Daoud 
began  his  official  talks  with 
Soviet  leaders  at  6.30  p.m. 
Afghan  standard  times.  On 
the  Afghan  side  the  talks 
were  attended  by  Comm- 
erce Minister  Jalalar,  Pla- 
nning Minister  Ali  Ahmad 
Khuram,  Water  and  Power 
Minister  Eng.  Mohamma- 
di,  Minister  In-Charge  for 
Foreign  Affairs  Waheed 
Abdullah,  Afghan  Ambas- 
sador to  Moscow  Dr.  Ali 
Ahmad,  Director  General 
for  Political  Affairs  Samad 
Ghaus,  Acting  Director 
General  for  Economic  Re- 
lations of  the  Foreign  Mi- 
nistry Dr.  Rashid  Farid, 
Director  of  Third  Political 
Section  Dr.  Mohammad  Ra- 
fiq  Shamrez  and  Deputy 
Chief  de  Cabinet  of  the  Fo- 
reign Ministry  Abdul  Ahad 
Nasirziayee. 

On  the  Soviet  side  the 
talks  were    attended  by 
the  General    Secretary  of 
the  CPSU    Central  Comm- 
ittee, Leonid  Brezhnev,  Pre- 
sident of  the   Presidium  of 
Supreme    Soviet  of  USSR 
Nikolai  Podgomy,  Chairm- 
an of  the  USSR  Council 
of  Ministers    Alexei  Ko- 
sygin,  Soviet    Foreign  Mi- 


nister Andrei  Gromyko, 
Chairman  of  the  State  Co- 
mmittee for  Foreign  Eco- 
nomic Relations  Semyon 
Skachkov,  Head  of  the  Po- 
litical Section  of  the  For- 
eign Ministry  Victor  Me- 
non,  Soviet  Ambassador  in 
Kabul  and  a  number  of 
prominent  persoJialities  of 
that  country.  The  talks  we- 
re held  in  a  friendly  and 
cordial  atmosphere. 

Our  National  Leader  and 
his  companions  attended  a 
banquet  given  in  his  honour 
by  the  President  of  the  Pre- 
sidium of  Supreme  Soviet 
and  Government  of  USSR 
at  the  KremUn  palace  hall 
at  8  p.m.  on  April  12,  1977. 
During  the  reception  spee- 
ches were  exchanged  bet- 
ween President  Daoud  and 
President  Podgorny. 

President  of  the  Repubhc 
Mohammad  Daoud  held  se- 
cond round  of  talks  with 
Soviet  leaders  at  12.30  p.m. 
Afghan  standard  time  on 
April  13,  1977  at  Kremlin 
palace.  In  the  two  hour  ta- 
lks held  in  a  friendly  and 
cordial  atmosphere  issues 
of  mutual  interest  and 
cooperation  between  Afgh- 
nistan  and  Soviet  Union  as 
well  as  international  prob- 
lems of  interest  were  dis- 
cussed and  views  were  ex- 
changed. 

On  April  14,  1977  Afgha- 
nistan and  Soviet  U'nion 
signed  an    agreement  on 
Economic  cooperation  bet- 
ween the  two  countries. 
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The  Leader  of  Revolu- 
tion held  a  reception  in  ho- 
nour of  Soviet  leaders  at 
Moscow  State  Guest  House 
on  April  14,  1977. 

The  Leader  of  Revoluti- 
on and  his  companions  left 
Moscow  for  Kabul  on  Ap- 
ril 15,  1977  after  three  day 
official  visit.  President  of 
the  Presidium  of  Supreme 
Soviet  of  USSR  Podgorny, 
Chairman  of  the  USSR  Co- 
uncil of  Ministers  Kosyg- 
in.  Vice    President  of  the 


USSR  Supreme  Soviet  Pre- 
sidium Glesh  Weli^  Depu- 
ty Prime  Minister,  Soviet 
Foreign  Minister  Gromyko 
and  a  number  of  other  So- 
viet leaders  and  prominent 
personalities  were  present 
at  the  airport  to  bid  good 
bye  to  President  of  the  Re- 
public Mohammad  Daoud. 

Our  national  leader  and 
the  delegation  accompany- 
ing him  returned  to  Kabul 
at  4  p.m.  on  April  15,  1977. 
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President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  seen  prior  to  his  departure  for 
Moscow  at  Kabul  International  airport,  on  April    12,  1977. 


President  Daoud^s 
speech  in  Moscow 


Text  of  the  speech  deliv- 
ered by  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan 
Mohammad  Daoud  at  the 
reception  given  in  his  hon- 
our on  April  12,  1977  at  the 
Kremlin  Palace  by  Presid- 
ent Podgorny  of  USSR. 

Esteemed  leaders  of  the 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics 

I  am  very  pleased  to 
find  an  opportunity  to  visit 
your  great  and  beautiful 
country  once  again  at  the 
friendly  invitation  of  the 
Presidium  of  Supreme 
Soviet|and  the  Government 
of  the  Union  of  Socialist 
Republics  and  renew  pers- 
onal and  friendly  contacts 
with  its  esteemed  leaders 
and  exchange  views  on  ma- 
tters of  interet. 

I  am  happy  to  find  an  op- 
portunity, once  again,  at 
this  reception  to  express 
my  own  and  my  compan- 
ions sincere  thanks  for  the 
warm  reception  of  the  state 
and  the  people  of  the  Un- 
ion of  Socialist  Republics. 

Every  time  visit  your 
great  country  your  Afghan 


friends  rejoice  at  progress 
and  successes  achieved  ^n 
various  walks  of  life  by  the 
Soviet  people. 

Mutual  visits  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  two  states  to  one 
and  other's  country,  conta- 
cts, talks,  and  direct  exch- 
ange of  views  between  them 
which  always  take  place  in 
an  atmosphere  of  friendsh- 
ip, sincerity,  understanding 
and  mutual  respect,  as  an 
admirable  tradition  has 
become  a  part  of  the  unfa- 
iling principles  of  good  ne- 
ighbourliness  of  two  igood 
neighbours,  Afihajnistto 
and  the  Soviet  Uriion.  Th- 
ese  personal  contacts  and 
direct  talks  of  the  leaders 
of  the  two  countries  are 
not  only  effective  in  cons- 
olidation of  friendship  and 
ensuring  of  better  underst- 
anding between  two  friend- 
ly states  but  have  also  had 
a  valuable  role^  in  creating 
favourable  i^i^^M^s  for 

greater  C9^9|^^^^ai^ 
een  the  twi^^^ 
countries. 

Friendly  and  good  neigh- 
bourly relations  between 
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th€  Republican  state  of 
Afghanistan  and  the  Union 
of  Soviet  Socialist  Repub- 
lics founded  on  lasting  and 
valuable  principles  of  frien- 
dship,  good  neighbourliness, 
frankness  and  sincerity  and 
disinterested  and  fruitful  co- 
operation, have  developed 
and  progressed  in  accorda- 
nce with  the  wishes  and  in- 
terests of  the  peoples  of 
the  two    countries.  These 
friendly  relations  of  the  two 
countries     are  considered 
one  of  the  main  factors  gu- 
aranteeing peace  and  secu- 
rity in  our  region. 
As  I  found  the  favourab- 


le opportunity  after  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Rep^bli- 
can  order  in  Afghanistan  to 
pay  a  visit  to  the  friendly 
country  of  the  Union  of 
Soviet  Socialist  Republics 
in  June  1974  at  the  friendly 
invitation  of  the  esteemed 
leaders  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
its  impression  always  rem- 
ains with  me. 

The  friendly  visit  of  Mr. 
Podgorny  the  President  of 
the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the 
Union  of  Socialist  Soviet 
Republics  to  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  in  December 
of  1975,  and  signing  of  the 
protocol  on  extension  of 


Leader  of  the  Revolution  Mohammad  Daoud  is  being  welcomed  by  Soviet  lea- 
ders at  Moscow  airport  on  April  12,  1977. 


the  treaty  of  neutrality  and 
non— aggression  of  1930  of 
the  two  countries,  for  ano- 
ther ten  years  in  Kab- 
ul, is  another  valuable  sta- 
ge in  consolidation  and  ex 
pansion  of  relations  of 


the 


two  states.  I  hope  that  my 
current  friendly  visit  to 
the  friendly  country  of  So- 
viet Union  will  further  de- 
velop desirable  and  fruitful 
cooperation  which  fortunat- 
ely exists  at  satisfactory 
level  between  the  two  cou- 
ntries. 

Excellencies,  Esteemed 
guests: 

As  you  know  the  Repub- 


lican state  of  Afghanistan 
in  its  foreign  and  interna- 
tional relations  sincerely  fo- 
llows the  policy  of  non-alig- 
nment and  active  and  posi- 
tive neutrality. 

The  main  and  fundamen- 
tal objectives  of  our  policy, 
more  than  anything  else, 
constitutes  preservation  of 
independence,  sovereignty, 
national  integrity  and  ens- 
uring of  well  being  and  pro- 
sperity of  the  people  of  Af- 
ghanistan. 

Accordingly  the  non-alig- 
nment policy  of  the  Repub- 
lican State  rests  on  the  un- 
failing principles  of  peace 


President  of  the  Repub  lie  Mohammad  Daoud  on  arrival  at  Tashkent  airport 
on  April  15,  1977. 


loving  and  peaceful  coexis- 
tence, mutual  respect  and 
non-interference  in  intern- 
al affairs  of  others,  non- 
participation  in  political 
groupings  and  military  al- 
liances, opposition  to  colon- 
ialism and  exploitation  be 
it  in  any  form,  respect  to 
the  Charter  and  principles 
of  United  Nations. 

y\fghanistan  is  of  the  op- 
inion thcit  this  policy  of  fr- 
iendship, peace  and  coope- 
ration has  an  effective  role 
in  easing  and  elimination  of 
international  tensions  and 
ensuring  of  better  unders- 
tanding and  greater  coope- 
ration among  the  nations  of 
the  world  and  plays  an 
active  role  in  ensuring  of 
world  peace  and  security. 

The  conference  of  heads 
of  state  and  government  of 
the  non-ahgned  countries 
which  was  held  in  Colombo 
last  summer  and  whose  re- 
sults were  reaffirmed  and 
welcomed  by  the  peace  lov- 
ing countries  of  the  world, 
once  again  revealed  the  va- 
lue of  the  non-aligned  mo- 
vement as  a  sound  force  in 
consolidation  of  peace  and 
international  justice. 

Afghanistan  on  the  basis 
of  the  strong  interest  it  has 
in  its  independence  and  na- 
tional existence  has  earnes- 
tly supported  the  right  of 
free  determination  of  dest- 
iny and  of  independence  of 
nations  and  peoples  of  the 
world,  supports  the  national 
independence  movements 


which  struggle  for  securing 
their  independence  and  na- 
tional sovereignty  and  con- 
tinues with  its  steadfast  op- 
position to  all  forms  and 
manifestations  of  colonial- 
ism, exploitation  and  for- 
eign domination. 

Afghanistan  considers  the 
Palestine  issue  the  real  ca- 
use of  the  Middle  East  cri- 
sis and  for  securing  lasting 
peace  in  this  important  and 
sensitive  region  of  the  world 
wishes  that  the  aggressors 
and  occupying  forces  of  Is- 
rael vacate  the  occupied  Ar- 
ab territories  at  the  earliest 
and  the  inalienable  rights 
of  the  Arab  people  of  Pa- 
lestine including  the  right 
for  establishment  of  an  in- 
dependent Palestine  state  is 
realised  and  that  the  vro- 
und  is  paved  for  the  inde- 
pendent participation  of  the 
representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Palestine  in  the  for- 
thcoming Palestinian  confe- 
rence in  Geneva. 

The  Republican  State  of 
Afghanistan  welcomes  the 
consolidation  and  expansion 
of  the  process  of  detente 
and  hopes  that  this  process 
of  peace  and  cooperation 
b:^comes  applicable  as  a 
world  phenomenon,  in  all 
continents,  and  between 
all  countries  of  the  world 
with  due  consideration  to 
their  national  interests  and 
their  legitimate  aspirations. 
At  this  point  I  wish  to  note 
(hat  the  process  of  detente 
must  not  be  confined  to  po- 
litical area;  it  is  essential 
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ghanistan.  On  the  basis  of 
the  Seven-Year  Plan  of  Ec- 
onomic and  Social  Develop 
ment  of  the  country,  mea- 
sures are  being  carried 
out  to  create  an  advanced 
national  economy  and  to  im- 
prove the  material  and  cul- 
tural standards  of  the  Af- 
ghan people. 

We  know  well  from  our 
own  experience  that  succ- 
essful fulfilment  of  the  pl- 
an of  socio-economic  trans- 
formations demands  the 
mobihsation  of  all  the  ma- 
terial resources  and  concer- 
ted effort  of  all  the  people. 
This  is  a  difficult  but  noble 
task  and  we  sincerely  wish 
the  Republic  of  Afghanist- 
an great  successes  along 
that  road. 

This  year  the  peoples  of 
the  Soviet  Union  will  be 
marking  the  60th  annivers- 
ary of  the  great  October  So- 
cialist revolution  and  in  two 
years'  time  the  Afghan  peo- 
ple will  mark  the  60th  anni- 
versary since  it  regained  its 
independence.  Already  in 
the  period  which  saw  the 
emergence  of    the  Soviet 
State  and  Afghanistan's  str- 
uggle for  national  indepen- 
dence, solid  foundations  we- 
re laid  for  peaceful,  good- 
neighbourly  Soviet-  Afghan 
velations.  For  decades  now 
they  have  steadily  develop- 
ed in  the  spirit  of  sincere 
friendship  and  cooperation. 

Lenin  wrote  that  the  Af- 
ghan state  was  one  of  the 
first  states  whose  represen- 
tatives we  gladly  welcomed 


in  Moscow  and  we  are  hap- 
py to  say  that  the  first  trea- 
ty on  friendship  which  the 
Afghan    people  concluded 
was  with  Russia.  The  treaty 
on  friendship  signed  in  1921, 
as  well  as  the  Treaty  on 
Neutrality  and  Mutual  Non- 
Aggression  of  1931,  Proto- 
col on  whose  extension,  we, 
Mr.  President,  signed  in  Ka- 
bul a  year  and  a  half  ago, 
provides  a  solid^  foundation 
for  friendly    Soviet^Af ghan 
relations,    meeting  the  int- 
erests of  the  peoples  of  the 
two  countries  and  the  inte- 
rests of  peace  and  security. 

With    the  proclamation 
of  Republic  in  Afghanistan, 
Soviet-Afghan    reiatioirs  we^ 
re  elevated  to  a  new  stage 
and  have  continued  to  adv- 
ance steadily.  Agreements 
reached  in  the  course  of  our 
previous    meetings  are  be- 
ing successfully  imprlemen- 
ted  and  new  important  ag- 
reements on  bilateral  econo- 
mic and  trade  cooperation 
have  been  signed.  There  is 
regular  exchange  of  Jelcga- 
tions    and    cultural  links 
are  expanding.  Our  current 
talks  confirm  that  there  are 
great  opportunities  for  f'l! - 
ther    developing  and  imp- 
roving our  cooperation  in 
the  political,    economic,  cul- 
tural and  other  fields  and 
investing  it  with  fresh  con- 
crete substance. 

The  strengthening  of  So- 
viet-Afghan relations,  is 
of  no  small  significance  for 
the  struggle  for  peace  and 
universal  security.  Working 
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for  the  triumph  of  the  cau- 
se of  lasting  peace  is  the 
main  trend  of  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  Soviet  Union 
and  the  other  countries  of 
the  socialist  community. 

Thanks  to  the  consistent 
realisation  of  this  course 
and  as  a  result  of  joint  eff- 
orts taken  by  all  peaceful 
countries,  substantial  pro- 
gress in  weakening  the  th- 
reat of  a  nuclear  war  was 
achieved  in  the  few  years. 
It  is  gratifying  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  peaceful  co- 
existence between  countries 
with  different  social  system 
is  becoming  a  norm  for  in- 
ternational life  and  detente 
is  becoming  the  dominating 
tendency  of  contemporary 
times. 

The  road  to  a  durable  pe- 
ace and  international  secu- 
rity is  naturally  not  an  easy 
one.  Every  step  and  every 
victory  on  this  road  is  due 
to  success  in  overcoming  the 
stubborn  resistance  of  the 
opposition  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  world's  politi- 
cal climate,  opposition  ele- 
ments who  have  not  down- 
ed arms  and  refuse  to  re- 
nounce the  bias  and  distrust 
in  interstate  relations  that 
were  fostered  by  the  ill-star- 
red times  of  the  cold  war. 

But,  as  they  say  in  Af- 
ghanistan, no  matter  how 
high  a  mountain  is  there  is 
a  road  climbing  it.  We  firm- 
ly believe,  Mr.  President, 
that  by  following  the  road 
of  detente  we  shall  be  able 
to  achieve  new  heights,  ach- 
ieve new  victories  in  the 


noble  effort  for  peace  and 
international  cooperation, 
the  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence of  people. 

The  course  for  relaxation 
of  tensions  undoubtedly  ac- 
cords with  the  vital  inter- 
ests of  the  peoples  in  all 
countries  and  no  attacks  on 
the  policy  of  relaxing  ten- 
sions, no  attempts  to  distort 
its  goals  and  meaning  can 
overshadow  this  unargue- 
able  fact.  "Detente",  dec- 
lared General  Secretary  of 
the  CPSU  CC  Leonid  Bre- 
zhnev, "is  first  and  fore- 
most the  overcoming  of  the 
cold  war  and  transition  to 
stable  normal  relations  be- 
tween states.  Relaxation  is 
readiness  to  resolve  disag- 
reements and  arguments  by 
peaceful  means  at  the  table 
of  negotiations  and  not  by 
force,  threats  or  sabre-ratt- 
ling. Detente  is  a  measure 
of  trust  and  ability  to  reck- 
on with  the  legitimate  inte- 
rests of  each  other". 

The  task  of  establishing 
guarantees  for  peace  natu- 
rally requires  that  tensions 
should  not  be  relaxed  on 
only  one  continent,  but  that 
detente  should  be  spread  to 
all  parts  of  the  earth  so  that 
peoples  all  over  the  world, 
Asia  includes,  should  be 
able  to  avail  themselves  of 
its  fruits.  The  successful 
solution  of  the  problem  of 
strengthening  peace  and 
security  throughout  the  wo- 
rld largely  depends  on  the 
direction  in  which  the  As- 
ian situation  is  going  to  ad- 
vance. We  want  peace  and 
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cooperation  to  be  establish- 
ed between  the  Asian  co- 
untries so  that  their  joint 
efforts  should  guarantee  se- 
curity on  the  Asian  conti- 
nent. 

Great  and  favourable  ch- 
anges are  taking  place  in 
various  parts  of  Asia.  The 
peoples  of  Vietnam,  Laos 
and  Kampuches  have  scor- 
ed historic  victories  in  str- 
uggle against  imperiahsm 
to  win  their  freedom  and 
independence.  They  hquida- 
ted  one  of  the  most  danger- 
ous seats  of  war  on  earth 
and  demonstrated  that  att- 
empts to  impose  alien  will 
and  foreign  domination  on 
peoples  is  inevitably  doo- 
med to  fail  in  our  age. 

We  see  ever  more  clear- 
ly that  there  is  a  tendency, 
towards  normalising  relati- 
onships between  states  in 
South  Asia.  Quite  a  lot  has 
been  done  in  Indo-Pakistani 
relations.  Afghanistan  and 
Pakistan  have  taken  major 
steps  in  search  of  a  settle- 
ment of  problems  in  their 
relationships  through  peace- 
ful negotiation.  We  welco- 
me such  positive  actions. 

But  one  cannot  fail  to 
see  that  the  supporters  of 
the  cold  war  do  everything 
to  counteract  the  policy  of 
detente  in  Asia  also.  They 
try  to  maintain  tensions  be- 
tween Asian  countries,  they 
sow  mistrust  between  Asian 
countries,  they  sow  mistrust 
between  peoples  in  a  bid 
to  incite  countries  against 
each  other  and  provoke 
conflicts    between  them. 


:he  militaristic  forces  clu- 
tch at  the  blocs  and  war 
bases  that  they  established 
in  Asia.  The  activity  of  the 
imperialist  reaction  contin- 
ues in  the  Middle  East  also. 
The  will  power  and  efforts 
of  the  peaceful  countries 
should  counteract  these  in- 
trigues. 

The  role  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan,  which  is  sit- 
uated in  the  heart  of  Asia, 
and  its  favourable  contrib- 
ution to  the  solution  of  the 
problems  on  the  Asian  con- 
tinent, are  very  important. 
The  Soviet  Union  and  Afg- 
hanistan have    a  common 
approach  to  many  urgent 
problems     related  to  the 
contemporary     situation  in 
Asia  and  the  rest  of  the 
world.  Our  countries  coop- 
erate fruitfully  in  solving 
quite  a  few  urgent  interna- 
tional problems.  We  are 
confident  that  our  coopera- 
tion for  the  sake  of  peace 
and  international  security 
will  develop     and  broaden 
and  that  it  will  enrich  and 
strengthen  friendship  and 
mutual  trust    between  the 
peoples  of  the  Soviet  Un- 
ion and  Afghanistan. 

Nikolai  Podgorny  toasted 
the  health  of  President  of 
the  Afghanistan  Repubhc 
Mohammad  Daoud,  the  he- 
alth of  the  Afghan  guests, 
the  consolidation  and  conti- 
nued development  of  frien- 
dship and  cooperation  bet- 
ween the  peoples  of  the  So- 
viet Union  and  the  Repub- 
lic of  Afghanistan  as  well 
as  world  peace. 
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^fghan-Soviet 
joint  communique 


Text  of  the  Afghan-Soviet 
joint  communique  issued  in 
Kabul  and  Moscow  Friday 
April  15,  1977,  at  the  end 
Of  the  official  and  friendly 
visit  of  the  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  to 
the  Soviet  Union: 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  Mo- 
hammad Daoud  paid  an  of- 
ficial and  friendly  visit  to 
the  Soviet  Union  from  Ap- 
ril 12  to  15,  1977,  at  the 
invitation  of  the  USSR 
Supreme  Soviet  Presidium 
and  the  Soviet  Government. 

During  the  visit,  there 
were  talks  between  Presi- 
dent Of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan Mohammad  Da- 
oud, Minister  of  Commer- 
ce Mohammad  Khan  Jala- 
lar,  Minister  of  Planning 
Ali  Ahmad  Khoram,  Minis- 
ter of  Water  and  Power  Ju- 
ma  Mohammad  Mohamma- 
di,  Minister  in  Charge  for 
Foreign  Affairs  Waheed 
Abdullah,  and  Afghan  Am- 
bassador   to  the  USSR  Ali 


Ahmad  on  the  Afghan  side, 
and  General  Secretary  of 
the  CPSU  Leonid  Brezhnev, 
member  of  the  Political  Bu- 
reau of  the  CC  of  the  CPSU, 
and  President  of  the  USSR 
Supreme  Soviet  Presidium 
Nikolai  Podgorny,  member 
of  the  Political  Bureau  of 
the  CC  of  the  CPSU  and 
Chairman  of  the  USSR 
Council  of  Ministers  Alexei 
Kosygin,  member  of  the 
Political  Bureau  of  the  CC 
Of  the  CPSU  and  Foreign 
Minister  of  the  USSR 
Andrei  Gromyko,  Chair- 
man of  the  State  Co- 
mmittee for  Economic 
Cooperation  Semyon  Ska- 
chkov  and  USSR  ambassad- 
or in  Afghanistan  Alexand- 
er Puzanov —  on  the  Soviet 
side. 

Matters  related  to  deve- 
lopment and  further  conso- 
lidation of  bilateral  relati- 
ons were  given  close  atten- 
tion during  the  talks  and 
conversations,  which  took 
place  in  an  atmosfphere  of 
friendship,  trust  and  und- 
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erstanding,  and  there  was 
a  comprehensive  exchange 
of  views  on  important  in- 
ternational issues  of  mutu- 
al interest. 

On  the  eve  of    the  58th 
anniversary  of  regaining  of 
national  independence  of 
Afghanistan,  and  the  60th 
anniversary  of  the  Great 
October  Socialist  revoluti- 
on the  sides  pointed  to  the 
historic  significance  of  mu- 
tual recognition  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  friendly  rela- 
tions between  Afghanistan 
and  the  Soviet  State  at  the 
initiative  of  leaders  of*  the 
Afghan  people's  struggle  for 
the  independence  of  their 
country  and  Vladimir  Ilych 

Lenin.  f 
The  sides  noted  that  the 
1921  Friendship  Treaty,  con- 
cluded between  the  two  co- 
untries, and  the  1931  Trea- 
ty on  Neutrality  and  Mut- 
ual non-Aggression  remai- 
ned the  foundation  of  Af- 
ghan-Soviet relations  and 
continue  to  serve  with  ut- 
most certainty  the  interests 
of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan and  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
pubhc  of  Afghanistan  and 
the  Soviet      leaders  voiced 
deep  satisfaction  with  the 
successful  development  of 
friendly  and  good  neighb- 
ourly relations  between  the 
RepubUc     of  Afghanistan 
and  the  Soviet  Union  on 
the  basis  of  equality  of  ri- 
ghts, mutual    respect  for 
sovereignty,  independence 
and  non-interference  in  in- 
ternal affairs. 


Afghanistan  and  the  So- 
viet Union  are  determined 
to  continue  consolidating 
friendly  relations,  coopera- 
tion and  good  neighbourli- 
ness in  the  future,  wh- 
ich fully  accords  with  the 
interests  of  the  Afghan  and 
Soviet  peoples  and  serves 
to  strengthen  peace  and  in- 
ternational security. 

The  sides  considered  as 
useful  the  consultations  be- 
tween   the  two  countries 
concerning  Afghan  and  Sov- 
iet problems  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  these  con- 
sultations, which  have  be- 
come a    tradition,  should 
continue  also  in  the  future. 
The  sides  noted  with  satis- 
faction that    economic  co- 
operation between  the  two 
countries  which  develops 
and  expands  on  the  basis  of 
equality  of     rights  and 
mutual  advantage  acquires 
ever  more  a  long  term  na- 
ture. This  creates  favoura- 
ble    conditions     for  the 
further     development  of 
economic      ties    and  for 
the      solution      of  the 
practical  problems  in  this 
field.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
both  sides  that  the  work 
of  the  joint  Afghan-Soviet 
Commission  for  Economic 
Cooperation  will  represent 
a  major  step  in  this  directi- 
on. 

The  sides,  guided  by  the 
wish  to  further  consolidate 
ties  in  the  economic  field 
between  the  two  countries, 
signed  an  Agreement  on 
Economic  Cooperation  bet- 
ween the  Government  of 
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the  Republican  State  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  of  Sov- 
iet Sociahst  Repubhcs  in 
Moscow  on  April  14,  1977. 

The  sides  described  as 
successful  the  development 
of  trade  relations  between 
the  Republic  of  Afghanistan 
and  the  USSR  on  the  basis 
of  the  Agreement  on  Exch- 
ange of  Goods  for  the  years 
1976-1980  period  signed  in 
June  of  1976.  They  voiced 
confidence  that  volume  of 
goods  mutually  delivered 
will  increase  and  their  va- 
riety will  broaden. 

The  sides  also  indicated 
that  cooperation  in  the  cul- 
tural field  and  the  health 
service  is  also  developing 
positively  and  declared  th- 
eir intention  to  expand  this 
cooperation. 

The  sides  reaffirmed  that 
they  see  the  level  achieved 
in  different  fields  of  mutual 
relationships  as  a  valuable, 
possession  of  the  peoples  in 
the  two  countries  and  as  an 
outstanding  manifestation 
of  peaceful  co-existence  be- 
tween states  with  different 
social  systems. 

In  the  course  of  exchan- 
ge of  views  on  prevaihng 
important  international  pr- 
oblems the  sides  confirmed 
the  fundamental  provisions 
set  forth  in  the  joint  state- 
ment of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  the  Soviet 
Union,  dated  June  9,  1974, 
as  well  as  the  December 
11,  1975,  joint  Afghan-Sov- 
iet communique. 


The  sides  indicated  po- 
sitive developments  in  the 
world  scene,  which  took  pl- 
ace after  the  Conference  on 
European  Security  and  Co- 
operation in  Helsinki,  and 
declared  their  firm  convic- 
tion in  the  need  to  transform 
detente  in  international  re- 
lations into  a  continuous 
and  irreversible  process  and 
to  spread  it  to  all  parts  of 
the  world. 

In  the  opinion  of  both 
sides  the  adoption  of  addi- 
tional measures  in  accord- 
ance with  the  UN  charter 
to  help  consolidate  the  prin- 
ciple of  non-use  of  force  or 
the  threat  to  use  force  as 
an  unshakable  law  in  inter- 
national relations  are  essen- 
tial. In  this  context  the  im- 
portance of  the  speedy  con- 
clusion of  a  world  treaty  on 
the  non  use  of  force  in  in- 
ternational    relations  was 
noted  and  the  sides  expres- 
sed an  unanimous  opinion 
that'  such  a  treaty  would 
have  a  favourable  effect  on 
the  situation  in  the  world 
and  would  further  t  isure 
security  for  all  countries. 

The  sides  are  of  the  op- 
inion that  the  draft  of  this 
treaty,  now  under  the  scru- 
tiny of  the  United  Nations 
Organisation,  represents  a 
good  basis  for  achieving 
agreement  between  all  in- 
terested countries  of  the 
world. 

The  sides  were  unanimo- 
us in  urging  the  necessity 
Of  adopting  effective  mea- 
sures to  settle  the  most  im- 
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poTtant  problem  in  contemr 
porary  international  relati- 
ons —  the  stoppage  of  the 
arms  race,  achievement  of 
general  and  complete  disar- 
mament and  delivery  of 
mankind  from  the  threat  of 
war,  chiefly  nuclear  war. 

Strict  implementation  of 
all  provisions  of  the  Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation  Treaty,  all 
countries  of  the  world  join- 
ing the  treaty,  the  conclu- 
sion of  an  international  tr- 
eaty banning  all  nuclear 
weapoa  tests  and  the  conc- 
lusion of  a  convention  on 
the  banning  and  destruction 
of  chemical  weapons  are 
compatible  with  above  obj- 
ectives. The  conclusion  of 
an  agreement  on  prohibition 
of  the  development  and  ma- 
nufacture of  new  types  of 
weapons  of  mass  destructi- 
on and  new  systems  of 
such  weapons  assumes  great 
urgency  in  present  condi- 
tions. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that 
successful  solution  of  the 
problem  of  security  and  co- 
operation in  Europe  is  of 
great  importance  to  Europe 
and  the  rest  of  the  world, 
the  sides  endorsed  the  idea 
that  all  countries,  who  sign- 
ed the  final  act  of  the  Eu- 
ropean Conference,  should 
conclude  a  treaty  on  absta- 
ining from  dealing  the  first 
nuclear  strike  against  each 
other. 

The  Republican  State  of 
Afghanistan  and  the  Soviet 
Union  expressed  their  views 
in  favour  for  the  convoca- 
tion of  a  special    UN  Ge- 


neral Assembly  session  on 
disarmament  and  consider 
such  a  session  as  an  impor- 
tant step  for  the  convening 
a  world  conference  on  dis- 
armament. 

The  sides  expressed  deep 
concern  about  tensions  per- 
sisting in  the  Middle  East. 
They  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  establishment  of  a 
just  and  lasting  peace  in 
the  Middle  East  requires 
the  complete  and  speedy 
withdrawal  of  Israeli  for- 
ces from  all  Arab  territories 
occupied  in  1967,  the  ensu- 
rance  of  legitimate  rights 
for  the  Arab  people  of  Pa- 
lestine, including  their  rig- 
ht to  establish  a  national 
state. 

The  sides  support  the  im- 
mediate resumption  of  the 
Geneva  Conference  on  the 
Middle  East  with  the  parti- 
cipation of  all  interested 
parties,  including  the  Pa- 
lestine Liberation  Organisa- 
tion. 

During  the  discussion  of 
the  Asian  continent's  issues 
the  sides,  once  again,  dec- 
lared their  deep  interest  in 
strengthening  peace  and 
stability  in  Asia  through 
the  joint  efforts  of  all  coun- 
tries of  the  continent  and 
confirmed  the  contents  in 
the  joint  Afghan-Soviet  do- 
cuments related  to  this  is- 
sue. 

The  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan and  the  Soviet  Union 
favour  the  establishment  of 
good  neighbourly  relations 
and  cooperation  between  co- 
untries of  the  Indian  sub- 
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continent  and  are  of  the  op- 
inion that  disputes  existing 
in  this  area  should  be  solv- 
ed through  negotiation  and 
without  any  interference  fr- 
om outside  forces. 

The  two  sides  express  the 
hope  that  the  political  diffe- 
rence between  Afghanistan 
and  Pakistan  be  settled  by 
peaceful  means  and  negoti- 
ations, and  that  this  will  be 
assisted  by  contacts  started 
between  the  leaders  of  the 
two  countries. 

The  sides  positively  app- 
raised the  anti-colonial  and 
anti-imperialist  character  of 
the  non-aligned  movement, 
qualifying  it  as  an  import- 
ant factor  in  international 
politics  and  voiced  confiden- 
ce that  the  non-aligned  cou- 
ntries can  make  an  even  gr- 
eater contribution  in  the  fu- 
ture to  the  common  struggle 
of  peoples  and  nations  to 
strengthen  peace  and  int- 
ernational   security  and  ag- 
ainst the  policy  of  aggres- 
sion, colonialism  and  imp- 
erialism. 

The  Republic  of  Afghan-- 
istan  and  the  Soviet  Union 
urge  the  acceleration  of  de- 
colonisation and  the  liquida- 
tion of  its  last  remnants  and 
elimmation  of  racial  discri- 
mination. They  declare  su- 
pport of  the  just  struggles 
of  the  Zimbabwe  and  Na- 
mibian  peoples  for  their 
freedom  and  independence. 

The  two  sides  strongly 
condemned    the  apartheid 
policy  pursued  by  the  ra- 
cist regime  in  South  Africa 


and  expressed  support  for 
the  struggle  of  the  majority 
of  the  South  African  people 
for  the  attainment  of  their 
inahenable  rights. 

The  two  sides  noted  the 
importance  that  their  co- 
untries attach  to  the  role 
of  the  United  Nations  Org- 
anisation in  strengthening 
peace  and  international  se- 
curity and  declared  their 
readiness  to  continue  coop- 
eration for  the     sake  of 
furthering  level  of  the  eff- 
ectiveness of  this  organisa- 
tion on  the  basis  of  strict 
implementation  of  its  Char- 
ter. 

The  sides  expressed  con- 
fidence that  the  visit  paid 
by  President  of  the  Repub- 
lican State  of  Afghanistan 
to  the  USSR,  and  the  talks 
held  between  the  two  sides, 
will  be  considered  as  a  new 
and  important  contribution 
to  the  strengthening  and 
further  development  of  fr- 
iendly ties  and  multifaceted 
cooperation     between  the 
Republican  State  of  Afgh- 
anistan, and  USSR. 

President  of  the  Republic- 
of  Afghanistan  Mohammad 
Daoud  invited  General  Sec- 
retary of  the  CC  of  the 
CPSU  Leonid  Brezhnev,  Pr- 
esident of  the  Presidium  of 
the  Supreme  Soviet  of  the 
USSR  Nikolai  Podgorny, 
and  Chairman  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Ministers  of  the 
USSR  Alexei  Kosygin  to  pay 
official  and  friendly  visits  to 
Afghanistan  which  were 
accepted  with  thanks. 
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Hungarian  President 
visits  Afghanistan 


On  the  invitation  of 
the  President  of  the  Repu- 
blic Mohammad  Daoud,  the 
President  of  the  Presiden- 
tial Council  of  the  Peoples 
Republic  of  Hungary  Paul 
Losonczi  arrived  in  Kabul 
on  October  15,  1977. 

Our  National  Leader  re- 
ceived his  esteemed  guest 
at  Kabul  International  Air- 
port. Accompanying  the 
Founder  of  the  Republic  to 
the  plane  were  also  Nati- 
onal Defence  Minister  Ge- 
neral Ghulam  Haidar  Ra- 
souli,  Minister  of  Interior 
Abdul  Qadir,  Minister  of 
Commerce  and  Chairman 
of  the  Reception  Commit- 
tee Mohammad  Khan  Jala- 
lar,  Deputy  Minister  for 
Political  Affairs  of  the  Fo- 
reign Ministry  Abdul  Sa- 
mad  Ghaus^  Chief  of  the 
Presidential  Office  Moham- 
mad Akbar,  Chief  of  the 
Protocol  of  the  Foreign  Mi- 
nistry Mir  Shamsuddin, 
Non-resident  Ambassador 
of  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan to  Budapest  Dr.  Mo- 
hammad Rahim  Sherzoy 
and  Non-resident  Ambass- 


ador of  Hungary  to  Kabul 
Josef  Miko,    Governor  of 
Kabul  Abdul  Hakim  and 
Kabul  Mayor  Dr.  Ghulam 
Sakhi  Noorzad  and  Vice 
President  of   Civil  Aviation 
and  Tourism  Abdul  Kha- 
liq. 

The  President  of  the  Pr- 
esidential Council  of  the 
People's  Repubhc  of  Hun- 
gary in  this  visit  was  acco- 
mpanied by    Minister  for 
Foreign  Trade  Dr.  Josef 
Biro,  Deputy  Minister  for 
Foreign    Affairs  Istavan 
Roska,  President  of  the  Na- 
tional Atomic    Energy  Co- 
mmittee Gyorgy  Osztrovs- 
ki  Non-Resident  Ambass- 
ador Of  Hungary  to  Kabul 
Josef  Miko.    Similarly  a 
number  of  high  ranking  go- 
vernment officials  of  the 
People's  Republic  of  Hun- 
gary, and  a  press  delegati- 
on    including  journalists, 
Radio,  TV  teams  and  photo 
and  film  units  accompanied 
the  Hungarian  President. 

President  of  the  Repub- 
lic Mohammad  Daoud  held 
a  reception  in  honour  of 
the  President  of  the  Pre- 
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sidential  Council  of  the 
Peoples  Republic  of  Hun- 
gary Paul  Losonczi  at  8 
p.m.  on  October  15,  at  the 
reception  hall  of  the  For- 
eign Ministry.  The  leaders 
of  the  two  countries  deliv- 
ered speeches  at  the  recep- 
tion. 

The  officials  talk^  betw- 
ee'ii  the  President  of  the 
Republic  Mohammad  Dao- 
ud  and  Hungarian  Presid- 
ent began  at  10  a.m.  on 
October  15,  1977,  at  the 
Presidential  Palace.  The 
talks  on  the  Afghan  side 
were  attended  by  Comm- 
erce Miniscter  Jalalar,  Pl- 
anning Minister  Ali  Ahmad 
Khuram,  Deputy  Foreign 
Minister  for  Political  Af- 
fairs Abdul  Samad  Ghaus, 
Chief  de  Cabinet  of  the  Fo- 
reign Ministry  Dr.  Mah- 
boob  Rafiq,  Ambassador  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanis- 
tan to  Hungary  Dr.  Moha- 
mmad Rahim  Sherzoi  and 
Director  of  Third  Section 
of  the  Pohtical  Affair^  De- 
partment of  the  Foreign 
Ministry  Dr.  Mohammad 
Rafiq  Shamrez. 

On  the  Hungarian  side 
the  talks  were  attended  by 
Minister  of  Foreign  Trade 
Dr.  Josef  Riro,  Deputy  Mi- 
nister for  Foreign  Affairs 
Istavan  Roska,  President 
of  the  National  Atomic  En- 
ergy Committee  Gyorgy 
Osztrovski,  Ambassador  of 
Hungary  to  Kabul  Josef 
Miko,  Incharge  of  the  Po- 


litical Department  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  Frigyes 
Vadasz  and  Vice  Presid- 
ent in  the  Foreign  Trade 
Ministry  Janos  Kerekes. 
The  talks  which  continued 
until  12.30  p.m.  were  held 
in  an  atmosphere  of  cord- 
iality and  understanding. 

Following  the  talks  a  pro- 
tocol on  land  transport  and 
transit,  a  document  of  un- 
derstanding on  export  and 
import  goods  and  a  protocol 
on  scientific  and  technic- 
al cooperation  between  Af- 
ghanistan and  Hungary  and 
also  work  program  regar- 
ding the  scientific  an^  tech- 
nical cooperation  protocol 
and  protocol  on  health  co- 
operation between  the  two 
countries  were  signed  in 
the  Foreign  Ministry. 

The  visiting  Hungarian 
President  toured  the  Ka- 
bul Museum  and  cobalt  sta- 
tion of  Kabul  University  on 
October  16,  1977. 

The  President  of  Hung- 
ary visited  Nangarhar  pro- 
vince on  October  17,  1977 
and  inspected  the  Ghazi- 
Abad  state  mechanised  far- 
ms, excavation  sites  in  Ta- 
pe Oshtor  and  the  on  site 
museum  in  Hadda. 

The  President  of  the  Pre- 
sidential Council  of  the 
Peoples  Republic  of  Hun- 
gary held  a  reception  in 
honour  of  President  of  the 
Republic  on  October  17, 
1977  at  Chelstoon  Palace. 
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The  President  of  the  Pre- 
sidential Council  of  the  Pe- 
oples Republic  of  Hungary 
left  Kabul  for  Budapest  on 
October  18,  1977  at  the  end 
of  his  official  and  friendly 


visit  to  Afghanistan.  The 
Pi-esident  of  the  Republic 
Mohammad    Daoud  said 
goodbye  to  his  esteemed 
guest  at  Kabul  internation- 
al airport. 


'■:■'::■.<■: 


President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  and  President  of  the  Presiden 
t.al  Counal  of  the  People's  Republic  of  Hungary,  Pal  Losonczi  inspec^Lg  theluZ 
of  honour  at  Kabul  Interna  tional  Airport  on  Oct  15  1977      ^P^"'°8  ^'^^  ^aard 


President  Daoud  's 

speech 


Mr.  Mohammad  Daoud 
the  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanist- 
an at  a  dinner  given  in  ho- 
nour of  His  Excellency  Pal 
Losonczi,  the  president  of 
Hungary  on  Oct.  15,  1977  in 
a  statement  mentioned  as 
follows : 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
extend  a  cordial  welcome  to 
Your  Excellency,  and  to 
our  other  Hungarian  frien- 
ds to  this  reception,  which 
is  \n  itself  an  expression  of 
our  warm  and  amicable  sen- 
timents towards  You  our 
esteemed  guests,  and  exp- 
ress my  thanks  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Government 
and  of  the  people  of  Af- 
ghanistan, for  the  visit  of 
Your  Excellency  and  of  yo- 
ur companions  to  Afghan- 
istan. 

Although  your  friendly 
stay  in  Afghanistan  is  brief, 
I  hope  that  in  the  course 
of  this  limited  span  of  time 
You,  and  your  distinguish- 
ed companions,  will  be  able 
to  acquaint  yourselves  mo- 
l  e  ciOsely  with  the  people 
of  Afghanistan    and  with 
some  aspects  of  their  life, 
and  to  take  back  with  you 
at  the  end  of  your  visit,  so- 


me pleasant    memories  of 
our  country. 

The  Repubhc  of  Afgha- 
nistan, and  the  Peoples'  Re- 
public of  Hungary  though 
possessing  different  politi- 
cal  systems,  yet    as  two 
land-locked    countries,  sit- 
uated in  the  heart  of  the 
old  continents  of  Asia  and 
of  Europe,  and  both  end- 
owed with  a  glorious  anc- 
ient   history,    filled  with 
the  epics  of    their  heroic 
battles  and    struggles  for 
freedom,     and  of  patrioti- 
sm, in  view  of  a  mutual  de- 
sire for  bilateral  coopera- 
tion, can    obviously  find, 
as  far  as    possible,  many 
fields  for  strengthening  fr- 
iendly relations,    and  for 
promoting  economic,  cul- 
tural and  scientific  coope- 
ration between  each  other. 

Mr.    Mohammad  Daoud 
said : 

Detente  and  world  peace 
are  not  exclusively  a  regio- 
nal or  continental  necessi- 
ty to  be  established  sole- 
ly between  a  limited  group 
of  countries;  on  the  contra- 
ry, it  has  become  indivi- 
sible, global  and  human  re- 
quisite from  which  all  na- 
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tio'ns  of  the  world  and  man- 
kind as  a  whole  must  derive 
benefit.  Therefore,  active 
cooperation  in  the  promoti- 
on of  detente  and  the  safe- 
guarding and  consolidation 
of  wor^d  peace  is  a  contem- 
porary and  wor'idwide  ob- 
ligation, which  must  be  un- 
dertaken for  the  prosperity 
and  the  very  subsistance 
of  mankind. 

The  Republic  of  Afgha.\ 
istan,  in  compliance  with 
the  true  desire  of  its  own 
people,  and  consistent  with 
the  positive  and  active  wo- 
rldwide non-alig'ned  move- 
ment, is  pursuing  in  its  for- 
eign and  international  re- 
lations, a  policy  of  friend- 
ship, of  peace,  and  of  coope- 
ration with  all  peace  lov- 
ing 'nations  of  the  world. 
Moreover  by  adopting  such 
an  independent  national 
stand,  it  has  been  able  to 
participate  effectively  in 
the  elimination  of  interna- 
tional tensions  and  the  pro- 
motion of  better  human  un- 
derstanding. 

Afghanistan,  as  a  memb- 
er of  the  United  Nations 
Organization,  desires  gr- 
eater effectiveness  for  this 
world  body  in  assuring  jus- 
tice, world  peace,  and  the 
extension  of  international 
cooperation  and  expects 
all  countries  to  participate 
sincerely  in  the  enforcement 
of  the  decisions  and  princi- 
ples of  the  world  Organisa- 
tion, whose  very  existence 
invigoration,  is  an  undeni- 


able requisite  of  our  con- 
temporary world. 

Human    society  has  now 
reached  such  a    stage  in 
its  development  that  it  ca- 
nnot tolerate  the  existence 
of  imperialism  or  the  per- 
sistence of  other  colonial 
policies.  Afghanistan  in  view 
of  its  anti-imperialistic  po- 
licy, in  which  she  firmly 
believes,  desires  the  total 
eradication  of  these  policies 
and  considers  it  essential 
to  make  sure  there  will  be 
no  likelihood  for    the  sur- 
vival,   of    either  former 
colonialism,  or  the  advent 
of  neo-colonialism,    in  wh- 
atever form  in  the  world. 
Our  country  vigorously  su- 
pports national  liberation, 
movements,  as  well  as  na- 
tions and  people  who  are 
struggling  to  free  themsel- 
ves from  alien  domination, 
and  are  striving  to  gain  fr- 
eedom and  national  inde- 
pendence, and  has  always 
readily  supported  their  ri- 
ght   to  self-determination 
and  shall  continue  to  do  so. 

The  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan considers  the  poli- 
cies of  racial  discriminati- 
on and  apartheid  of  racia- 
list regimes  contrary  to 
man's  conscience  and  hum- 
an dignity,  and  wishes  that 
such  abhorent  and  inhum- 
an practices,  shall  be  wiped 
out  rapidly  from  the  face 
of  the  earth  for  all  times. 

The  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan expects  that  a  rapid, 
peaceful,    equitable,  and 
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lasting  solution  to  the  Mid- 
dle-East problem  shall  be 
found  by  peaceful  means 
through  the  withdrawal  of 
the  occupying  Israeli  for- 
ces, from  all  the  occupied 
Arab  lands,  and  the  restor- 
ation of  the  legitimate  ri- 
ghts of  the  Palestine  Arab 
people,  including  the  esta- 
blishment of  their  indepen- 
dent national  state. 

Afghanistan^  favours  ge- 
neral and  total  disarmam- 
ent, and  opposes  the  spread 
Of  nuclear  weapons  or  the 
development  of  other  wea- 
pons of  mass  destruction, 
and  desires  that  the  arms 
race  be  brought  to  a  com- 
plete halt. 

Afghanistan,  as  a  develo- 
ping country^  faces  numer- 
ous problems  in  her  march 
towards  progress,  her  geo- 
graphical position  and  land- 
locked situation  constitut- 
es one  of  the  major  causes 
of  these  problems.  It  en- 
deavurs  to  eradicate  with 
the  continuous  efforts  of 
its  people  traces  of  its  back- 
wardness, imposed  upon  her 
through  various  unfavour- 
able conditions.  Owing  to 
such  necessity,  it  desires  a 
broader  and  more  equitable 
cooperation  between  the 
wealthy  industrialised  na- 
tions and  the  poorer  deve- 
loping countries  of  the 
world,  and  hopes  that  with 
the  establishment  of  a  new 
and  just  economic  order 
in  the  world,  and  cordial 
relations,  mutually  useful 


cooperation  between  th- 
em come  into  being. 

Mr.  Mohammad  Daoud, 
the  President  added: 

Your  visit  to  Afghanistan 
comes  at  a  time  in  which 
our  people,  having  success- 
fully completed  one  stage 
of  the  history  of  their  Re- 
publican revolution,  are 
moving  forward  with  per- 
severance towards  the  suc- 
ceeding stages,  the  all-ro- 
und renovation  of  the  Af- 
ghan society  whilst  preser- 
ving its  genuine  historical, 
spiritual,  and  national  va- 
lues, So  that  it  may  bring 
about,  all  the  more  rapidly, 
a  prosperous^  progressive, 
and  democratic  society  ba- 
sed on  securing  the  rights 
and  aspirations  of  the  en- 
tire people  of  the  country. 
For  the  aim  of  this  popu- 
lar and  progressive  revolu- 
tion, is  nothing  else  but  the 
attainment  of  the  material 
and  spiritual  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  majority 
of  our  people,  and  the  crea- 
tion of  a  happy,  advanced, 
peace-loving,  humane  so- 
ciety alongside  other  soc- 
ieties in  this  world. 

The  Government  and  the 
people  of  Afghanistan  note 
with  pleasure,  the  progress 
and  achievements  attained 
in  various  fields,  by  the 
Government  and  the  people 
of  the  friendly  Republic  of 
Hungary,  under  Your  Ex- 
cellency's leadership  and 
that  of  other  Hungarian 
national  leaders,  and  wish 
you  ever    greater  success. 
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President  LosonczVs 

speech 


Excerpts  from  a  speech 
made  by  His  Excelleincy  Pal 
Losonczi  President  of  Hun- 
gary at  a  dinner  given  in 
his  honour  by  Mr.  Moham- 
mad Daoud  the  President 
of  Afghanistan  respond- 
ing to  a  welcoming  statem- 
ent made  earlier  at  the  sa- 
me function  by  Mr.  Moha- 
mmad Daoud.  His  Excellen- 
cy the  President  of  Hungary 
stated : 

I  wish  to  thank  you,  Mr. 
President,  for  your  friendly 
words  of  w^elcome.  I  may 
say,  it  was  with  pleasure 
that  we  made  ourselves  re- 
ady for  this  jour'ney^  know- 
ing well  that  we  were  com- 
ing to  friends,  we  would 
meet  their  leader. 

Prior  to  the  establishm- 
ent of  our  diplomatic  rela- 
tions, now  entering  the  th- 
ird decade  of  their  existen- 
ce, our  contacts  were  limi- 
ted to  the  narrow  circle  of 
scientific  researchers,  to 
the  reciprocal  journey  of 
a  few  travellers. 


Our  ^cooperation  has  tru- 
ly begun  to  develop  in  the 
course  of  the  last  decade 
only.  The  cultural  agree- 
ment concluded  six  years 
ago,  then  our  trade  agree- 
ment signed  in  1974  are 
marking  this  way.  Especial- 
ly our  cultural  and  scienti- 
fic cooperation  is  showing 
a  vigorous  development. 
The  cobalt-gun  set  up  with 
Hu'ngarian  assistance  in  the 
Center  for  Radiation  The- 
rapy in  Kabul  is  a  result 
of  our  scientific  cooperati- 
on. 

These  relations,  however, 
have  already  international 
aspects  as  well.  As  is  well 
known  we  are  forming 
a  common  front  at  the  Con- 
ference on  the  Law  of  the 
Sea  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  legitimate  rights  of  the 
landlocked  countries. 

It  may  be  taken  for  cer- 
tain that  our  present  meet- 
ing is  one  of  the  stages  of 
a  "new  regulation  of  our  co- 
operation: We  extend  it  to 
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new  territories,^  namely  to 
the  fields  of  economy,  sci- 
ences, communication  and 
public  health. 

Afghanistan  is  situated 
— the  same  as  our  country 
—in  the  middle  of  a  conti- 
nent, at  a  meeting  point  of 
peoples,  armies  and  cultu- 
res. Your  country,  the  sa- 
me as  Hungary,  had  to  fight 
during  centuries  for  its  in- 
dependence. 

Our  governments  are  sin- 
cerely wishing  the  peace, 
the  improvement  of  securi- 
ty in  Europe,  Asia  and  all 
over  the  world  and  are  us- 
ing their    weight  and  in- 


fluence to  promote  the  cau- 
se of  disarmament.  We  sin- 
cerely commit  ourselves  to 
support  the  struggle  of  the 
Arab  peoples  for  the  ful- 
filment Of  their  legitimate 
claims,  to  foster  lasting  pe- 
ace in  the  Middle  East.  We 
join  battle  against  all  for- 
ms of  racial  discrimination. 
The  Hungarian  People's 
Republic  feels  true  friend- 
ship and  comprehension  as 
well  as  a  sincere  esteem 
towards  the  Afghan  Repu- 
blic the  consequent  policy 
of  which  constitutes  an 
important  factor  of  the 
stability  in  the  region. 
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President  Mohammad  Daoud  and  President  Losonczi  holding  talks  at  the  Pre- 
sidential Palace  on  Oct.  16,  1977. 

President  of  the  RepubUc  Mohammad  Daoud  talking  with  President  Lo- 
sonczi at  the  reception  held  in  his  ho^iour  at  the  Foreign  Ministry  on  Oct.  17 
,  1977. 


Commerce  Minister  Jalalar  and  Hungarian  Foreign  Trade  Minister  Biro 
signing  the  air  services  cooperation    documents    on  Oct.  17,  1977. 


Planning  Minister  Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and  Hungarian  Foreign  Trade 
nister  Biro  exchanging    the  documents  on  Oct.    17,  19  77. 


Mi- 


Afghan  -  Hungarian 


joint  communique 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  Joint  Communique  bet- 
ween the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  the  People's 
Republic  of  Hungary  re- 
leased on  Oct.  18,  1977. 

At  the  invitation  of  Mr. 
Mohammad  Daoud  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan,  His  Excellen- 
cy Pal  Losonczi,  President 
of  the  Presidential  Council 
of  the  Hungarian  People's 
Republic,  paid  an  official 
an(i  friendly  visit  to  Afgha- 
nistan from  Mizan  23  to 
26,  1356     (October  15-18, 

1977). 

During  the  visit  there  we- 
re talks  between  Mr.  Mo- 
hammad Daoud,  the  Presi- 
dent of  Afghanistan  and 
His  Excellency  Pal  Losonc- 
zi,  President  of  the  Presid- 
ential Council  of  the  Hiui- 
i>arian  People's  Republic. 

During  these  talks  Mr. 
Mohammad  Khan  Jalalar, 
Minister  of  Commerce;  Mr. 
Ali  Ahmad  Khuram,  Minis- 
ter of  Planning;  Mr.  Abdul 
Sam  ad  Ghaus,  Deputy  Mi- 
nister for  Political  Affairs 
in  the  Ministry  for  Foreign 
Affairs;  Dr.  Mohammad  Ra- 
him  Shairzoy,    Afghan  Am- 


bassador in  Budapest  and 
Dr.  Mahboub  Rafik,  Chief 
de  Cabinet  of  the  Foreign 
Minister,  on  the  Afghan 
side  and  His  Excellency  Dr. 
lozsef  Biro,  Minister  for 
Foreign  Trade;  His  Excel- 
lency Istvan  Roska,  Depu- 
ty Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs;  His  Excellency  Dr. 
Gyorgy  Osztrovszki,  Presid- 
ent of  the  National  Atomic 
Energy  Committee  and  His 
Excellency  Jozsef  Miko, 
Ambassador  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiary,  on  the 
Hungarian  side,  were  also 

present. 

During  the  talks  which 
took  place  in  an  atmosphere 
of  cordiality  and  underst- 
anding, close  attention  was 
given  to  the  further  deve- 
lopment of  bilateral  rela- 
tions and  to  the  scope  of 
cooperation  in  the  econo- 
mic, cultural  and  technical 
fields. 

Both  sides  had  a  compre- 
hensive exchange  of  views 
on  issues  of  internationai 
concern  and  noted  with 
satisfaction  that  their  views 
on  most  of  the  issues  dis- 
cussed were  close  or  simi- 
lar. 
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Both    sides  appreciated 
the  efforts  aimed    at  the 
intensification  of  the  pro- 
cess Of  the    relaxation  of 
international    tensions  and 
believed  that  in  order  to 
make  detente  a  continued 
favourable  tendency  in  the 
development  of  internation- 
al relations,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  current  efforts  sh- 
ould be  intensified  to  spr- 
ead detente  to  all  regions 
of  the  w^orid  so  as  to  posi- 
tively respond  to  the  aspir- 
ations and  needs  of  whole 
o[  mankind  and  that  all 
states  would  be  able  to  par- 
ticipate in  such  process  on 
equal  footing. 

Both  sides    regretted  the 
fact  that  despite  internati- 
onal    efforts,    arms  race 
has  continued  and  stressed 
the  necessity  of  halting  ar- 
ms race  as  a  step  towards 
general  and  complete  Hisar- 
mament,  including  nuclear 
disarmament,   under  effec- 
tive international  control. 
They  further  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  convening  of 
a  special  session  of  the  Uni- 
ted Nations'    General  Ass- 
embly in  1978  devoted  to 
matters  relating  to  disarm- 
ament would  provide  a  for- 
um for  taking  effective  me- 
asures  towards  the  achieve- 
ment of  general  and  com- 
plete disarmament    and  th- 
at a  more    favourable  cli- 
mate would  be  provided  for 
convening  the  world  confe- 
rence on  disarmament. 

Both  sides  positively  ap- 
praised the    character  of 


non-aligned    movement  as 
being  anti-colonialistic  and 
anti-imperialistic  and  con- 
sider the  poHcy  of  non-ali- 
gnment as    an  important 
and  positive    factor  in  in- 
ternational   relations  pro- 
moting peace  and  coopera- 
tion among  states..  In  this 
connection  the  President 
of  the  Hunganan  People's 
Republic     expressed  his 
appreciation    for  the  con- 
sistent policy  Of  non-align- 
ment pursued  by  the  Repu- 
blic of  Afghanistan. 

With  regard  to  the  situ- 
ation in  the  Middle  East, 
the  two     sides  expressed 
their  concern  at  the  conti- 
nuing crisis  there  and  stat- 
ed that  no  just  and  durable 
peace  will  be    achieved  in 
the  Middle    East  without 
the  complete  withdrawal  of 
Israel  from  all  the  occupied 
Arab  territories    and  the 
restoration  of  the  inalien- 
able rights  of  the  Palestin- 
ian people,  including  their 
right  to  establish  their  own 
national  state.  In  this  conn- 
ection the  two  sides  expr- 
essed the  hope  that  efforts 
aimed  at  an  early  conven- 
ing of  the    Geneva  Peace 
Conference,    with  the  full 
participation  of  the  Pales- 
tinian Liberation  Organisa- 
tion, would  succeed. 

Both  sides  reaffirm  their 
firm  opposition  against  Ap- 
artheid, racial  discrimina- 
tion, colonial  domination 
everywhere  and  stressed 
that  the  current  efforts  sh- 
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oiild  be  intensified  to  sp- 
eed up  the  process  of  de- 
colonialisation.  In  this  co- 
nnection both  sides  reaff- 
irmed their  solidarity  with 
the  people  of  Southern  Af- 
rica^ who  are  struggling  ag- 
ainst colonial  and  alien 
domination  and  the  abhor- 
a'nt  policies  of  Apartheid 
and  racial  discrimination. 
They  pledged  their  firm 
support  to  the  people  of 
Zimbabwe,  Namibia  and 
South  Africa  in  their  legi- 
timate struggle  for  secur- 
ing their  rights. 

Both  sides  emphasised 
the  necessity  of  further 
strengthening  of  the  role 
of  the  United  Nations,  as  an 
indispensable  instrument 
for  maintaining  world  pea- 
ce and  security  and  expres- 
sed their  support  for  the 
efforts  aimed  at  realising 
this  objective  in  conform- 
ity with  the  Charter  of  Ihe 
Organisation. 

Both  sides  reviewing  the 
current  international  eco- 
nomic situation  expressed 
the  hope  that  in  a  spirit  of 
understanding  and  coopera- 
tion efforts  aimed  at  restr- 
ucturing the  international 
economic  relations  would 
he  intensified  based  on  jus- 


tice and  equity. 

Both  sides  recognising  the 
particular  problems  and  the 
special  needs  of  the  deve- 
loping land-locked  states, 
resulting  from  their  disad- 
vantaged geographical  sit- 
uation, expressed  the  wish 
that  measures  taken  in  fa- 
vour of  these  countries  be 
implemented  without  fur- 
ther delay. 

During  th^  visit  the  follo- 
wing agreements  and  instru- 
ments were  signed  at  Ka- 
bul between  the  two  coun- 
tries: Agreement  on  land- 
transport  and  transit;  Pro- 
tocol on  Trade;  Agreement 
on  Technical  and  Scienti- 
fic Cooperation;  Working 
Programme  of  Implement- 
ation of  the  Agreement  on 
Technical  and  Scientific 
Cooperation;  The  Agreem- 
ent on  Health  Cooperation 
and  the  Agreement  on  Civil 
Aviation. 

His  Excellency  Pal  Los- 
onczi,  President  of  the  Pre- 
sidential Council  of  the 
Hungarian  People's  Repub- 
lic invited  Mr.  Mohammad 
Daoud,  President  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  to 
pay  an  official  and  friendly 
visit  to  Hungary,  which 
was  accepted  with  thanks. 
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President's  message  on 
1st  census  of  Afghanistan 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  message  of  President  of 
the  Republic  Mohammad 
Daoud  issued  on  the  first 
census  of  Afgha'nistan  in 
Oct.  1977. 

Dear  Compatriots: 

It  is  a  matter  for  pleasu- 
re for  me  to  announce  one 
of  the  basic  measures  to 
be  taken  by  the  Republic- 
an state,  namely  collection 
of  reliable  data  and  statis- 
tics on  the  population  of 
the  country,  which  constitu- 
tes a  vital  requirement  of 
sound  planning,  and  achiev- 
ing fundamental  social  and 
economic  change. 

As  dear  brothers  and  sis- 
ters know  understanding  the 
real  needs  of  the  society, 
and  preparing  of  every  so- 
und program  and  project 
presupposes  availability  of 
reliable  statistics  in  parti- 
cular recognition  of  the  hu- 
man resources  and  unders- 
tanding of  the  characteris- 
tics of  the  members  of  the 
society. 

Accordingly,    to  secure 
data  on  the  number  of  citi- 
zens, geographical  distribu- 
tion of  the  population,  and 


to  understand  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  national  po- 
pulation, the  Central  Sta- 
tistics Bureau  of  Afghanist- 
an was  instructed,  in  the 
light  of  the  provisions  of 
the  statistics  law,  to  prepa- 
re plans  for  taking  the  first 
census,  and  to  complete  the 
preliminary  tasks  and  gr- 
oundwork. 

To  assess  the  ground 
work  thus  far  carried  out, 
and  to  provide  further  or- 
ientation to  staff,  and  im- 
provement of  the  basic  cen- 
sus plan,  sample  popula- 
tion counts  will  be  made 
from  Mizan  18  to  Aqrab  9, 
this  year  by  the  Central  Sta- 
tistics Bureau,  so  that  suf- 
ficient data  essential  for 
carrying  out  the  first  com- 
prehensive population  co- 
unt, an  important  objecti- 
ve, planned  for  Mizan  1357, 
will  come  at  hand. 

With  due  consideration  to 
the  reality  that  better  re- 
gulation of  the  economic 
an(5  social  affairs,  and  pro- 
gress and  development  of 
our  dear  country  requires 
availability  of  reliable  stati- 
stics and  comprehensive  da- 
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ta,  I  am  fully  convinced  th- 
at all  the  noble  citizens  of 
Afghanistan  will  sincerely 
cooperate    with  the  Central 
Statistics  Bureau. 

I  pray  to  Almighty  God 


for  the  full  success  of  the 
citizens  and  those  respon- 
sible for  carrying  out  the 
census  project  in  realising 
the  objectives  of  this  na- 
tional undertaking. 


President  sends  message 
to  Lahore  Iqbal  meet 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  message  issued  by  the 
President  of  the  Republic 
Moham^mad  Daoud  on  the 
occasion  of  the  centenary 
of  Allama  Iqbal  which  was 
read  at  Loher  at  the  meeting 
commem.orating  the  event 
by  the  head  of  the  Afghan 
delegation  on  Dec.  3,  1977. 

I  am  pleased  to  express 
my  sincere  congratulations 
on  the  observation  of  the 
centenary  of  birth  of  Alla- 
m.a  Mohammad  Iqbal,  the 
vahant  thinker,  poet  and 
man  of  letters  of  East  and 
the  world  of  Islam. 

Allama  Mohammad  Iq- 
bal, undoubtedly,  is  one  of 
the  humanist  and  pious  fig- 
ures, who  are  bestowed 
upon  the  world  of  humani- 
ty only    occasionally.  This 


renowned  philosopher,  as 
he  endowed  his  valuable 
works  to  the  richness  of 
thought  and  human  civilis- 
ation, had  a  profound  inte- 
rest in  our  country,  Afgha- 
nistan, and  left  as  legacy 
part  of  his  eloquent  poems 
to  our  people. 

The  people  of  our  coun- 
try hold  in  respect  this  gr- 
eat son  of  East  who  was 
amply  inspired  by  the  tho- 
ughts of  our  scholars  such 
as  Hakim  Sanai  Ghaznawi 
and  Maul  ana  Jalaluddin 
Balkhi,  and  has  enmished 
their  valuable  teachings 
with  his  own  profound 
thou^^hts  and  sensitiveness. 

With  the  expression  of 
best  wishes  I  wish  for  the 
success  of  the  scholars  who 
have  gathered  in  this  sch- 
olarly meeting. 
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President  Daoud^s 
Human  Rights 
Day  message 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  message  of  the  Presid- 
ent of  the  Republic  Moham- 
mad Daoud  issued  on  the 
occasion  of  the  29th  anniv- 
ersary of  the  adoption  of 
Universal  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights  on  Dec.  9, 
1977: 

As  the  29 tb  anniversary 
of  the  adoption  of  Univers- 
al Declaration  of  Human 
Rights  is  being  marked  th- 
roughout the  worid^  I  take 
pleasure  in  reiteratmg  the 
firm  support  of  and  the  fai- 
th in  the  principles  and  pro- 
visions of  the  Universal  De- 
claration of  Human  Rights 
of  the  people  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan  as  a  jnember 
of  the  United  Nations  and 
with  conviction  in  the  aims 
and  principles  of  the  Unit- 
ed Nations  Charter  and 
the  Universal  Declaration 
of  Human  Rights  has  alw- 
ays supported  efforts  aim- 
ed at  promoting  universal 
respect  for  humem  rights 
and  human  duty  and  at  en- 


suring justice  and  peace  in 
the  world. 

We  note  with  concern  th- 
at despite  of  the  fact  that 
29  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Univers- 
al Declaration  of  Human 
Rights  and  that  self-determ- 
ination has  been  recognis- 
ed as  a  human  right  of  all 
peoples  under  colonial  and 
alien  domination,  inhuman 
treatment  is  being  extend- 
ed to  those  peoples  who  are 
struggling  for  the  realiza- 
tion of  this  legitimate  right. 
We  believe  that  the  various 
problems  of  social  and  eco- 
nomic  development  with 
which  many  member  stat- 
es are  confronted  have  con- 
stituted obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the  full  realization 
of  human  rights  in  these  co- 
untries, a  situation  which 
calls  for  immediate  concert- 
ed international  measures 
and  assistance  aimed  at  ac- 
celerating social  and  econo- 
mic progress  in  these  co- 
untries so  as  to  enable  these 
countries  to  remove  these 
obstacleai    and  to  provide 
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conditions  under  which  the 
human  rights  of  their  peo- 
ple could  be  fully  ensured 
in  conformity  with  the  pr- 
inciples enshrined  in  the 
Universal  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights,  which  is 
the  shared  desire  of  the  pe- 
oples and  Governjnents  of 
these  countries. 

As  we  mark  this  import- 
ant day,  our  attention  goes 
to  the  peoples  still  under 
colonial  and  alien  dominati- 
on and  regimes  hased  on 
racism  and  racial  discrimi- 
nation who  are  struggling 
tor  their  right  to  self-deter- 
mination and  human  rights. 

The  people  and  Govern- 
ment of  Afghanistan  as  a 
conviction  and  as  an  impor- 
tant principle  of  the  Foreign 
policy  of  the  Government 
has  always  supported  the 
struggle  of  these  peoples 
and  are  convinced  that  soo- 
ner or  later  their  struggle 
will  succeed. 

The  success  of  the  strug- 
gle of  the  peoples  under  co- 


lonial and  alien  domination 
for  their  right  to  self-deter- 
mination, elimination  of  aU 
forms  of  racial  discrimina- 
tion and  poverty  and  ensu- 
ring real  justice  in  the  world 
requires  sincere  and  conti- 
nued cooperation  among 
member  states  in  confor- 
mity with  the  principles  of 
the  United  Nations  Charter. 

In  conclusion  on  behalf 
of  the  people  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan,  I  express  ap- 
preciation for  the  endeavo- 
urs being  made  by  the  Uni- 
ted Nations  towards  the 
realisation  of  the  principles 
enshrined  in  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Ri- 
ghts and  wish  further  suc- 
cess of  the  organisation  in 
this  regard. 

The  people  and  Govern- 
ment 0^  Afghanistan  have 
always  supported  such  ef- 
forts of  the  world  organisa- 
tion and  will  do  sa  in  the 
futuxe. 
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President  addresses 
High  Judicial  Seminar 

participants 


President  of  the  Republic 
Mohammad  Daoud  received 
participants    of    High  Ju- 
diciary  Seminar  at   3  p.m. 
on  December  19^  1977  at 
the  Presidential  Palace,  Jus- 
tice Minister  an^  Interiom 
Period  Chief  Justice  Prof. 
Samyee,  and  members  of  the 
High  Council  of  the  Judici- 
ary were  also  present.  The 
President  of  the  Republic 
spoke  to  each  participant 
of  the  seminar  introduced 
to  him  by  the   Minister  of 
Justice. 

The  President  said,  I 
am  glad  of  having  the  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  you  as  the 
High  Judiciary  seminar  co- 
mes to  an  end.  Since  in  the 
course  of  the  plenary  and 
commission  meetings  of  the 
seminar  you  have  perform- 
ed your  duties  conscientiou- 
sly, I  am  convinced  that  it 
will  prove  useful  in  more 
effective  application  of  laws, 
and  carrying  out  the  grave 
duty  of  administration  of 
justice. 

The  President  went  on  to 
say,  as  I  have  said  time  and 
again,  I  repeat  that  living 
in  a  society    where  justice 


does  hot  exist,  and  its  mem- 
bers feel  insecure,  is  difficu- 
lt. A  society  will  be  fortuna- 
te and  happy  when  those  re- 
sponsible in  the  justice  and 
judiciary  organs  exercise 
their  duties  with  complete 
conviction,  and  full  unders- 
tanding of  the  grave  duty 
of  judgement  and  fulfill  th- 
eir responsibilities  to  the 
people  in  so  far  as  ensuring 
of  social  justice  is  concern- 
ed, and  apply  the  law  of 
the  land  in  a  proper  and 
impartial  manner". 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public further  added  that 
devising  of  a  law  may  be 
relatively  a  simple  task,  but 
its  application  is  difficult, 
not  an  easy  task.  Fortunate- 
ly in  the  light  of  the  funda- 
mental reforms  of  the  Rep- 
ublican state  a  number  of 
laws  such  as  the  Civil  Law 
and  the  Penal  Code  have 
been  promulgated  with  the 
objective  of  ensuring  social 
justice  in  the  country  which 
are  compatible  with  the  fu- 
ndamentals of  the  Islamic 
Shariat  and  other  values 
enshrined  in  the  Constitution 
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of  the  Republican  state,  and 
in  fact,  the  said  laws  cons- 
titute the  backbone  of  jus- 
tice in  our  society. 

The  President  of  the  Rep- 
ublic added,  notwithstand- 
ing the  promulgation  of  la- 
ws, the  manner  of  applicati- 
on of  the  law  depends  on  the 
conviction  and  conscience 
of  the  judge.  If  the  judge 
applies  the  law  impartially 
and  soundly,    he  renders  a 
great  service  to  his  society. 
Of    course  improper  app- 
lication of  law  not  only  ear- 
ns a  bad  name  for  the  judi- 
cial establishment  of  the  co- 
untry, but  also  becomes  a 
cause  for    annoyance  anr' 
inconvenience  of  the  peo- 
ple". 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public said,  I  am  glad  that 
the  second  judges  seminar 
was  held  in  Kabul,  and  use- 
ful tasks  were  performed 
for  the  country  in  the  area 
of  judiciary  and  justice.  It 
is  my  hope  that  with  prop- 


per  application  of  laws  by 
the  judges,  and  the  justice 
organs,  and  with  the  coop- 
eration of  other  public  or- 
ganisations, the  complaints 
of  the  people,  and  the  prob- 
lems which  have  existed  for 
long  years,  will  be  elimina- 
ted". 

The  President  of  the  Rep- 
ublic added,  it  is  difficult 
to  overcome  all  problems 
in  a  short  period,  but  firm 
faith  in  Almighty  God,  and 
the  will  to  honestly  serve 
the  counry  and  the  society, 
will  result  in  overcoming  pr- 
oblems'*. 

Concluding  his  remarks 
the  President  of  the  Repub- 
lic, prayed  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  success  of  the  jud- 
ges and  all  others  working 
for  judicial  and  justice  org- 
ans in  the  country  in  accom- 
plishment of  their  tasks  in 
the  service  of  the  people 
and  ensuring  of  social  jus- 
tice. 
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President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  receives    special  envoy 
President  Anwar  al  Sadat  and  Secretary  General    of  the    Supreme  Council 
Islamic  Affairs  of  Republic  of  Egypt  Mohammad 
tial  Palace,  on  March  8,  1977. 


of 
of 


Tav^fiq  Oweida  in  the  Presiden- 


President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  receives  HRH  Amir  Mashal 
bin  Saud  bin  Abdulaziz    at  the  Presidential  Palace  on  Dec.  4,  1977. 


Presidential  Envoy  visits 
India^  Iran^  Romania 


Mohammad  Nairn,  the 
special  envoy  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Republic  Mo- 
hammad Daoud  left  for 
New  Delhi  on  February  12, 
1977  by  Ariana  Airlines  to 
attend  the  funeral  ceremo- 
ny of  the  late  Indian  Pre- 
side'nt  Fakhruddin  Ali  Ah- 
mad. During  this  visit  the 
Special  Envoy  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic  was 
accompanied  by  Director 
General  of  Political  Affa- 
irs of  the  Foreign  Ministry 
Abdul  Samad  Ghaus  and 
Chief  of  Protocol  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  Mir  Sh- 
amsuddin.  The  Special  En- 
voy of  the  President  of 
the  Republic  laid  a  wreath 
o'n  behalf  of  the  President 
of  the  Republic  on  the  cof- 
fin of  the  late  President 
Fakhruddin  Ali  Ahmad  at 
the  audience  chamber,  in 
Rashtrapati  Rhavan  at  4.30 
local  time  on  the  same  day, 
and  signed  the  special 
book.  Mohammad  Naim 
paid  a  courtesy  call  on  Ac^ 
ting  Indian  President  B.D. 
Jatti  on  Feb.  13,  1977  dur- 
ing which  he  conveyed  fr- 
iendly message  of  President 
of  the  Republic  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud  and  people  and 


government  of  Afghanistan 
to  the  Acting  Indian  Presid- 
ent for  the  prosperity  and 
progress  of  India  and  fur- 
ther strengthening  of  the 
friendly  relations  between 
Afghanistan  and  India.  In 
return  the  Acting  Indian 
President  expressed  his  best 
wishes  for  the  health  of 
the  President  of  the  Rep- 
ublic of  Afghanistan,  pro- 
gress and  prosperity  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  further  str- 
engthening of  ties  between 
the  two  countries. 

The  Special  Envoy  of  the 
President  of  the  Republic 
returned  to  Kabul  on  Feb 
14,  1977. 

Mohammad  Naim,  Spe- 
cial Envoy  of  the  President 
of  the  Republic  Mohammad 
Daoud  left  Kabul  for  Teh- 
ran at  8  a.m.  on  May  7, 
1977  on  a  friendly  visit. 

The  Special  Envoy  of 
the  President  of  the  Repu- 
blic met  His  Imperial  Ma- 
jejsty  the  Shahanshah  of 
Iran  on  May  7,  1977  and 
had  lunch  with  him.  Mo- 
hammad Naim  also  met  Ir- 
anian Prime  Minister  Amir 
Abbas  Hoveida  in  the  same 
evening  and  discussed  with 
him  matters  of  interest  to 
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both  friendly  and  neigh- 
bouring countries.  Moham- 
mad Naim  continued  his 
talks  with  Hoveida  and 
a  number  of  Iranian  minis- 
ters and  attended  a  lunch- 
eon hosted  in  his  honour  by 
Iranian  Prime  Minister.  Du- 
ring the  meeting  held  in 
Tehran  in  friendly  atmos- 
phere on  matters  of  inter- 
est to  both  countries  the 
sides  expressed  hope  to 
further  strengthen  such 
relations.  During  the  mee- 
ting it  was  decided  that  an 
economic  delegation  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  vi- 
sit Iran  in  near  future  to 
discuss  a  number  of  proj- 
ects which  are  being  imp- 
lemented under  the  seven 
year  economic  and  social 
development  plan  of  Afg- 
hanistan with  the  economic 
assistance  of  Iran. 

The  Special  Envoy  of  the 
President  of  the  Republic 
returned  to  Kabul  on  May 
8,  1977. 

Mohammad  Naim  the 
Special  Envoy  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic  Mo- 


hammad Daoud  left  for 
Bucharest  on  May  28,  1977 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Socialist 
Republic  of  Romania  for 
an  official  and  friendly  vi- 
sit. 

The  Special  Envoy  of  the 
President  of  the  Republic 
met  the  President  of  the 
Socialist  Republic  of  Ro- 
mania Nicolai  Ceausescu 
and  delivered  the  message 
of  the  President  of  the  Re- 
public Mohammad  Daoud 
to  him  at  5.45  p.m.  on  May 
31,  1977.  The  Special  Envoy 
of  the  President  of  the  Re- 
public attended  a  luncheon 
hosted  in  his  honour  by  vice 
President  of  Romania  on 
the  same  day.  Similarly  Mo- 
hammad Naim  met  Roman- 
ian Foreign  Minister  and 
exchanged  views  with  him 
on  issues  of  mutual  inter- 
est and  world  issues  at  3 
p.m.  on  the  same  day. 

Mohammad  Naim  left 
Bucharest  on  June  1st, 
1977  after  an  official  and 
friendly  visit. 
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Presidential  Envoy  Moh  ammad  Nairn  seen  at  Kabul  airport  prior  to  his 
ture  for  New  Delhi  on  Feb.   12,  1977. 


depar- 


Presidential  Envoy  Mo  hammad  Nairn  is  being  welcomed  by  Iranian  Prime 
Minister  Amir  Abbas    Hov  eida  in  Tehra'n  on  May  7,  1977. 


Mohammad  Naim,  Spe  cial  E'nvoy  of  President  Da  oud  meeting  with  His  Impe- 
rial Majesty  the  Shahanshah  of  Iran  in  Tehran  on  May     7,  1977. 


Presidential  Envoy  Mohammad  Naim  meeting  with  President  of  the  Socialist 
P\epublic  of  Romania  Nicolai  Ceausescu  in  Bucharest      on  May  31,  1977. 


FIRST 


LOYA 


JIRGAH 


OF  THE 


REPUBUC 


1st.  Loya  Jirgah 
of  the  Republic 
inaugurated 

on  Jan.  30 1977 


The  leader  of  the  Revolu- 
tion Mohammad  Daoud  in- 
augurated the    first  Loya 
Jirgah  (Grand  Assembly), 
of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan with  a  speech  in  the 
'name  of  Almighty  God  on 
January  30,  1977.  As  our 
National     Leader  entered 
the  Loya  Jirgah  Hall,  the 
Loya  Jirgah  members  stood 
up  and  welcomed  him  with 
continued  clapping  and  ch- 
eers and  slogans    of  long 
live       the      founder  of 
Revolution,    long  live  the 
Republic  a'nd  long  live  the 
nation  of  Afghanistan. 

As  the  Leader  of  Revolu- 
tion rose  On  the  speaker's 
podium,  once  again  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  nation 
gave  him  a  rousing  welco- 
me with  expression  of  pat- 
riotic sentime'iits,  cheers, 


clapping  and  slogans. 

After  the  speech,  the 
Leader  of  Revolution  in- 
troduced Ustad  Abdul  Ka- 
rim  Haqani  who  is  a  vete- 
ran teacher,  and  has  tau- 
ght many  a  student,  as  the 
tentative  president  of  the 
Loya  Jirgah. 

After  assuming  the  offi- 
ce of  te'ntative  president 
of  the  Loya  Jirgah,  Haq- 
ani called  for  the  candidates 
to  the  post  of  President  of 
the  Loya  Jirgah. 

The  candidates  from  the 
floor  were  ProL  Mir  Sha- 
rafuddin  Ansari,  Sultan 
Mohammad  Amin,  Abdul 
Habib  Hamidi,  Azizullah 
Wasifi,  Najiba  cind  Moham- 
mad Ali  Faiz. 

After  the  voting  which 
took  place  in  a  free  and 
demiocratic     manner  Aziz- 
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uliah  Wasifi  was  elected  as 
Preside'nt  with  a  majority 
of  the  votes^  and  assumed 
his  office.  After  assuming 
his  office,  Wasifi  nomina- 
ted Mohammad  Ali  Faiz 
and  Mir  Habib  Sohaili  as 
secretaries  of  the  Jirgah 
and  asked  for  other  candi- 
dates from  the  floor.  The 
candidates  from  the  floor 
were  Associated  Prof.  Ha- 
bibur  Rahman,  Hala,  and 
Abdul  Wahed  Zaher.  As 
a  result  of  the  voting  Mo- 
hammad Ali  Faiz  and  Mir 
Habib  Sohaili  were  elected 
as  secretaries. 

The  opening  session  en- 
ded at  12.30  p.m.  It  was 
also  attended  by  heads  of 
diplomatic  corps  residing 
in  Kabul  and  a  number  of 
other  invitees. 

The  Loya  Jirgah  in  its 
afternoon  session  approved 
the  procedural  rules  of  the 
Loya  Jirgah  which  was  co- 
mpiled in  13  articles. 

The  First  Loya  Jirgah  of 
the  Republic  held  normal 
sessio'ns  every  day  as  pro- 
vided in  the  Article  Ten  of 
the  Procedural  Rules  of  the 


Grand  National  Assembly 
from  nine  a.m.  to  12  noon 
and  from  2  p.m.  to  4.30. 
In  the  course  of  24  sessions 
in  15  days  the  members  of 
the  Loya  Jirgah  considered 
the  provisions  of  the  Na- 
tio'nal  Document  carefully 
and  in  a  free    an^  democr- 
atic atmosphere  and  with 
spirit  of  cooperation  and 
after    detailed  discussions 
and  debates  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan as  a  whole  was 
approved  with  unanimous 
vote  o'n  February    13,  1977. 

The  Constitution  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan 
was  approved  by  the  First 
Loya  Jirgah  of  the  Repub- 
lic with  addition  of  five 
new  articles,  a  preamble 
and  amendments. 

At  the  end  of  the  conc- 
luding session  on  the  pro- 
posal of  some  members  of 
the  Jirgah  which  was  put  to 
vote  it  was  u'nanimously  re- 
solved that  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  Republic  be  ele- 
cted in  the  Loya  Jirgah  ses- 
sion to  be  held  on  February 
14,  1977. 
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President  addresses 
First  Republican 
Loya  Jirgah 


In  the  name  of  God,  the 
Merciful,  the  Compassion- 
ate, 

Esteemed  representatives 
of  the  nation  of  Afghanis- 
tan. 

Democracy  is  deeply  roo- 
ted in  the  traditions  of  our 
nation,  and  as  we  all 
know,  Loya  Jirgah  is  the 
paramount  example  of  th- 
ese tiational  traits. 

On  this    important  and 
historical     occasion  that 
you,  esteemed  compatriots, 
as  representatives  of  the 
nation,  have  come  togeth- 
er today  in  this    hall,  as 
members  of  the  first  Loya 
Jirgah  in  the  Republican 
era  of  Afghanistan,  and  de- 
liberate   over    the  draft 
Constitution  of  your  coun- 
try's new,    Republican  or- 
der, and  decide  on    it,  I 
consider  it  my  duty,  to  wel- 
come you  in  Kabul,  on  be- 
half of  myself,  my  friends 
and  my    colleagues,  and 
pray  to  Almighty  God  for 
your  success  in  full  scruti- 
nisation  of  this  draft  which 
will  profoundly   affect  the 


destiny  and  future  prosper- 
ity of  dear  Afghanistan. 

Esteemed  representativ- 
es: 

Nations  and  societies  seek 
new  hopes  and  new  objec- 
tives, and  history  in  reali- 
ty, is  the  story  of  human 
progress  from  one  to  anoth- 
er state.  Hence,  the  nature, 
energy,  capacity  and  apti- 
tude of  humanity,  as  a  his- 
torical being,  is  not  com- 
patible with  static  and  im- 
mutable designs.  The  hu- 
man being^  innately,  chan- 
ges, and  progresses. 

When  this  phenomenon  is 
subjected  to  stagnation,  and 
ultimately  becomes  static, 
it  forcibly  breeds  a  reacti- 
on, the  intensity  of  which 
depends  on  the  extent  of 
decay,  poverty  and  social 
and  economic  injustice  in 
the  society,  disarray  in  the 
affairs  of  the  people,  and 
other  factors. 

Revolution  is  the  process 
of  change,  reform  and  tran- 
sformation in  social,  eco- 
nomic and  political  condi- 
tion of  the  society  in  a  way 
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that  secures  the  interests 
of  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple with  positive  and  pro- 
gressive approaches,  and  in 
accordance  with  conditions 
of  the  law  of  evolution  of 
the  society^  scientifically, 
and  practically. 

Saratan  26,  1352,  this 
great  and  unforgettable  da- 
te was  the  point  of  depar- 
ture of  our  nation  towards 
victory,  the  correct  a'nd 
principled  point  of  our  mo- 
vement and  the  glorious 
history  of  our  revolution. 

Revolution  in  every  so- 
ciety is  the  child  of  dispa- 
rate, and  unjust  social,  eco- 
nomic and  political  condi- 
tions the  continuation  of 
which  draws  the  nation  to 
misfortune,  retrogression 
and  irreparable  dangers,  to- 
wards which  apathy  of  na- 
tional and  patriotic  elem- 
ents can  be  reckoned  as  a 
great  sin. 

As  regards  the  society 
before  the  revolution  of 
Saratan  26,  I  have  convey- 
ed explanations  to  all  my 
compatriots  in  my  previous 
speeches.  I  consider  a  re- 
petition of  these  explana- 
tions as  redundant,  and  suf- 
fice with  a  resume. 

The  organs  of  the  State 
considered  rapacious  mis- 
use of  the  treasury  and  the 
people's  pockets  as  their 
incontestable  right.  Use  of 
influence  and  position  was 
assumed  as  legal.  Purity, 
virtue  and  the  sense  of 
patriotism  were  questioned 
and  ridiculed.  Most  of  the 


articles  and  provisions  ot 
the  constitution,  in  force 
at  the  time,  and  other  laws 
related  to  it,  were  in  prac- 
tice, suspended  and  annul- 
ed,  and  in  the  name  of  far- 
cical democracy,  affairs  of 
the  nation  were  conducted 
arbitrary  and  carelessly, 
facts  of  which  are  still  re- 
membered by  our  compat- 
riots. 

Economically^    the  state 
of  the  country  was  regret- 
table.    Economic  growth 
and  expansion,  which  with 
the  implementation  of  the 
first  and  second  five  year 
plans  was  relatively  ach- 
ieved, reverted  to  stagna- 
tion and  retrogression,  and 
planning    in    the  country 
was  subjected    to  anarchy 
and  decisions  adopted  on 
the  spur  of    the  moment. 
Consequently  no  appreciable 
increase    was  achieved  in 
national    income,  and  this 
was  mostly     expended  on 
unproductive    schemes  ins- 
tead of  being  invested  ev- 
ery year.    Briefly,  during 
that     several    years  dis- 
array and    total  arbitrari- 
ness reigned    supreme  ov- 
er our  economy.  This  res- 
ulted in  driving  the  nation- 
al economy  to  the  brink  of 
bankruptcy,    and  bringing 
economic  and  social  prog- 
ress to  a  snail's  pace. 

Socially,  in  addition  to 
poverty,  illiteracy  and  dis- 
ease— which  unfortunately 
is  the  lot  of  most  of  the 
developing  countries—  un- 
employment and  lethargy 
emanating  from  lack  of  co- 
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ordination  among  various 
sectors  of  the  state,  impl- 
anted intense     despair  in 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  the 
people,  especially    the  yo- 
uth. Ideas    and  extremist 
views^      blindly,  engulfed 
the  young  generation.  Con- 
tradictions took    roots  in 
thought    and    action.  The 
legislature    of  the  country 
had  lost  its  fundamental 
character  and  nature,  and 
instead  of    defending  the 
genuine  interests    and  rig- 
hts of  the  people,  and  res- 
pecting the  law,    some  of 
them  became  law  breakers 
in  their  own    right;  were 
soiled  with  anti-people  acts; 
and  with  all  carelessness, 
either    supported  or  cond- 
oned all  corruption,  disor- 
der, and  disruptions. 

Poverty,  deprivation  and 
pressure  was  the  lot  of  the 
society's  deprived  majori- 
ty, and  like  inheritance,  was 
passed  on  to  posterity. 

Conversely  wealth,  influ- 
ence^ comfort  and  material 
prosperity  was  enjoyed  by 
a  few,  who  in  reality,  could 
influence  all  state  activit- 
ies to  ensure  their  bene- 
fits and  defend  their  per- 
sonal interests,  consolidate 
their  influence  in  state  or- 
ganisations overtly  and  co- 
vertly. 

The  Judiciary,  that  is,  the 
other  important  organ  of 
the  State,  could  not  go  un- 
influenced under  such  con- 
ditions and  in  such  an  at- 
mosphere, and  be  able  to 
maintain  justice  in  the  co- 


untry as  it  should  have. 

The  gaping  hole  in  the 
structure  of  national  unity, 
the  disparity  in  thought  and 
action,  the     creation  and 
enhancement    of  contradic- 
tions and    complexes,  law- 
breaking  and  arbitrariness, 
anarchy  and  lack  of  nati- 
onal order  and  discipline 
rendered  our     society  so 
sick  and  so  powerless  that 
with  the  smallest  careless- 
ness and  indifference,  could 
be  doomed  to  fall  and  anni- 
hilation. 

Such  a  dark  environment 
and  sad  atmosphere,  were 
cause  enough  for  us  to,  by 
dictate  of  our  conscious, 
resort  to  action  in  defence 
of  the  existence  and  endu- 
rance of  the  society,  for 
delivering  the  nation  from 
corruption  and  adversity, 
whose  ultimate  objective 
would  only  be  prosperity 
and  real  progress  of  the 
country  and  service  to  the 
majority  of  the  noble  peo- 
ple of  Afghanistan. 

The  bitter  and  appaling 
consequences  of  that  time, 
have  come  down  to  us. 
Years  are  needed  so  that 
all  this  anarchy  and  divi- 
sion, social  and  administra- 
tive decay,  economic  stag- 
nation and  social  injustice 
are  corrected  one  after  an- 
other; the  economic  situa- 
tion of  the  country  impro- 
ves in  the  interest  of  the 
majority  of  the  people.  Th- 
is process  requires  a  conce- 
ptual break  with  the  past 
on  the  part  of  the  citizens. 
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This  falls  in  Ime  with  rhe 
national  spirit^  moral  and 
huma'n  principles  of  a  pro- 
gressive society,  and  one 
compatible  with  the  time. 

In  the  light  of  what  was 
summed  up  above,  the  re- 
volution of  Saratan  26  was 
a  vital  need,  and  a  histori- 
cal natio'nal  mission.  This 
revolution  in  effect  was 
defence  of  national  inte- 
rests, and  a  real  reflection 
of  the  thoughts  and  views 
of  the  noble  people  of  Af- 
ghanistan. 

Its  objective  was  not  me- 
rely changing  of  one  reg- 
ime to  another,  or  transfer 
of  power  from  one  to  ano- 
ther hand.  It  was  a  genuine 
response  to  dire  domestic 
needs,  and  requirements  of 
the  time.  From  its  incepti  - 
on it  launched  persistent 
and  all  round  efforts  for 
restoring  national  honour, 
and  revitalisation  of  peo- 
ple's energies  which  were 
muddled  as  a  result  of  in- 
trigues of  colonialism  and 
domestic  malaise.  From  the 
very  beginning^  on  the  one 
hand,  it  took  on  hand  fun- 
damental plans  and  com- 
prehensive reforms  in  the 
area  of  economy  and  prod- 
uction, and  on  the  other, 
enforced  laws  and  institu- 
ted reforms  whose  cont- 
ents and  nature  were  com- 
patible with  national  and 
progressive  ideology  and 
national  and  Islamic  prin- 
ciples, and  objective  and 
subjective  conditions  of  the 
society. 

The  socialism  which  we 


have  chosen  in  our  econo- 
mic approach  for  organising 
the  new  Afghan  society,  in 
reality,  is  the  way  to  attain 
social  justice,  eliminate 
class  differences  and  cont- 
radiction in  a  positive  and 
progressive  manner  in  a 
peaceful  way.  And  this  is 
the  same  approach  and  co- 
urse whose  sources  consist 
of  historical  realities,  na- 
tional culture,  and  objective 
and  subjective  conditions 
that  command  our  society, 
and  real  and  genuine  spi- 
rit of  Islam  and  utilise  its 
main  principles  and  prog- 
ressive precepts  for  secur- 
ing right  and  justice,  free- 
dom and  equality,  brother- 
hood and  equality,  and 
condemning  discrimination, 
and  elimination  of  ex- 
ploitation and  uprooting  ex- 
traction of  profit  from  one 
human  being  by  another. 
Esteemed  representatives: 

In  this  sensitive  and  his- 
torical era  in  the  country, 
and  at  this  time  that  all 
real  patriots,  seeking  the 
progress  of  this  soil,  make 
all  humanly  possible  efforts 
in  the  hope  of  constructing 
a  new,  strong,  and  triumph- 
ant Afghanistan,  and  serve 
the  majority  of  their  people 
sincerely^  a  reactionary, 
anti-people  and  anti-revo- 
lution minority  exists,  that 
in  the  sillhouette  of  diffe- 
rent thoughts,  rubrics,  and 
apparently  progressive  but 
deceptive  slogans  wish  to 
create  pessimism,  division 
and  disunity  among  the  va- 
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rious  strata  of  the  society 
on  the  one  hand  ,and  bet- 
ween the  nation  and  the 
state,  on  the  other,  aiid 
consequently  derive  undue 
advantages  from  their  om- 
inous motives.  But,  as  his- 
tory bears  witness,  I  am 
co'nfident  that  the  ignom- 
inous,  anti-people  and  anti- 
national  motives  of  such 
elements^  as  always  be  de- 
feated by  the  natural  cons- 
ciousness of  the  nation  of 
Afghanistan,  and  their  past 
experiences. 

During  the  last  three  and 
a  half  years  of  the  Repu- 
blican state,  we  heard  and 
hear  with  open  heart  and 
with  profound  patience  and 
coolness,  their  propaganda 
and  agitation  and  accusati- 
ons made  with  ulterior  mo- 
tives; we  are  aware  of  their 
ominous  objectiv^i3s,  we  are 
not  uninformed  of,  and  will 
not  be  so,  Of  the  provocati- 
on and  sabotages  against 
the  revolution  and  nation- 
al peace.  Accordingly,  we 
tell  them  that  no  ill  '  pro- 
paganda, their  provocati- 
ons and  sabotages,  shall 
prevent  us  from  moving  to- 
wards advancement,  and 
realisation  of  the  objectives 
of  our  national  revolution, 
which  is  serving  the  inte- 
rests of  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Afghanistan;  and 
with  the  grace  of  Almighty 
God,  and  with  the  backing 
of  the  whole  nation  of  Af- 
ghanistan we  shall  proceed 
on  this  path  of  right;  pro- 
gressive and    popular  path, 


together,  hand  in  hand. 

Analysis  and  assessment 
of  the  socio-economic  situ- 
ation of  the  country  espe- 
cially after  the  first  and 
second  five  years  plans  un- 
til the  beginning  of  the  re- 
volution of  Saratan  26,  and 
the  endeavours  of  the  three 
years  of  the  Repubhc,  i.e., 
until  the  end  of  1354,  and 
likewise  explanations  on 
the  first  Seven  Year  Plan 
of  the  Republic,  which  was 
launched  last  Hamal,  along 
with  the  analysis  and  ass- 
essment of  its  impact  on 
socio-economic  condition  of 
the  country  at  the  end  of 
the  plan  period,  have 
been  brought  to  public  at- 
tention, from  time  to  time, 
by  myself  and  the  respon- 
sible ministers  through  the 
radio  and  periodicals,  and 
ample  light  has  been  shed 
on  the  above  topics.  I  do 
not  wish  to  take  the  time 
of  the  esteemed  represen- 
tatives by  repeating  them. 

Now  1  would  like  to  outli- 
ne, briefly  the  major  points 
and  the  changes  that  would 
occur  in  the  economic  and 
social  fields  in  the  country 
at  the  end  of  the  Seven- 
Year  Plan  through  realisa- 
tion of  objectives  of  prog- 
rammes and  standards  of 
the  economic  policy. 

Growth  in  the  local  re- 
venues 144.6  per  cent,  in- 
vestment 497  per  cent  and 
regular  spending  have  been 
envisaged  106  per  cent  wh- 
ich would  result  in  accum- 
ulating of  more  capital  for 
financing  developmental  ex- 
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pe'nditures 

— The  value  of  exports 
is  envisaged  to  rise  by  73.8 
per  cent  a'ad  that  of  imports 
by  some  55  per  cent. 

—The  net  value  of  ind- 
..strial  production  w^ill  rise 
to  Afs.  10.20  billion  from 
Afs.  5.56  billion  which  cons- 
titutes a  growth  of  83.20 
per  cent. 

—The  value  of  agricul- 
tural production  will  rise  to 
Afs.  73.9  billion  from  Afs. 
53.8  billion  or  by  37  per 
cent. 

—The  total  electric  pow- 
er production  will  rise  to 
1600  million  kwh  from  700 
million  kwh  or  by  328.6  per 
cent. 

—Adequate  water  will 
be  supphed  tor  1,675,000 
jeribs  of  water  scarce  land 
and  310,000  jeribs  of  land 
will  be  brought  under  irri- 
gation through  reclamation 
project. 

—The  length  of  motor- 
able  roads  will  increase 
from  9200  kms  to  11006 
kms,  or  an  increase  of  19.6 
per  cent. 

—During  the  Seven-Year 
Plan,  of  the  total  length 
of  1810  kms,  railway  line 
1186  kms  of  it  will  be  tak- 
en under  construction 

—The  total  length  of  ca- 
rrier telephone  system  will 
rise  from  2700  kms  to 
4700  kms  or  an  increase  of 
74.1  per  cent  and  the  num- 
ber of  telephones  will  rise 
from  21,000  to  40,000  sets 
or  an  increase  of  90.5  per 
cent  and  the  mScrowave 


system  with  a  capacity  of 
300  telephone  and  televis- 
ion channels  will  be  comp- 
leted. 

—The  number  of  basic 
primary  schools  will  increa- 
se from  1345  to  2355,  and 
the  number  of  vocation- 
al schools  will  rise  from  29 
to  84  or  an  increase  of  75 
and  128  per  cents  respecti- 
vely. 

— ^The  capacity  for  abso- 
rbing the  school-age  child- 
ren, will  increase  from  44 
per  cent  to  more  than  70 
per  cent  and  the  number  of 
enrolment  in  the  primary 
schools  will  increase  from 
790,000  to  1.3  million  or 
an  increase  of  64.6  per  cent 
at  the  end  of  the  Plan. 

The  number  of  beds  in 
civil  hospitals  will  increase 
from  3.600  to  5.200  or  an 
increase  of  58  per  cent  and 
at  the  end  of  the  Plan  the 
number  of  physicians  will 
rise  by  89  per  cent 

As  a  result  of  all  these 
changes  in  the  economic 
and  social  fields  the  avera- 
ge annual  growth  of  gross 
national  product  will  rise 
from  2.4  to  6.3  per  cent  and 
also  the  average  per  capita 
growth  will  rise  from  0.01 
per  cent  in  last  seven  years 
to  four  per  cent  in  the  Se- 
ven Year  Plan.  With  the 
implementation  of  the  de- 
velopment programmes  and 
expansion  of  the  economic, 
social  and  administrative 
activities  in  the  Seven  Ye- 
ar Plan  employment  oppor- 
tunity will  be  provided  to 
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208,000  at  specialist,  inter- 
mediate and  skilled  work- 
ers level. 

It  should  be  noted  that 
securing  of  above  objecti- 
ves and  ensuring  of  econo- 
mic development  is  not  on- 
ly dependent  on  the  volume 
of  the  investment  and  fin- 
ancial resources—  it  also 
requires  simultaneous  and 
steady  steps  for  creating  a 
sound  economic  administr- 
ation—  and  drawing  up 
of  basic  principles  for  train- 
ing of  technical  cadres. 

—For  continued  coordin- 
ated planning  the  state  will 
draw  long-term  plans  in  so- 
me of  the  important  sectors 
and  will  strengthen  the 
planning  units  and  imple- 
ment plans  at  all  levels. 

Sound  economic  develop- 
ment irrevocably  requires 
that  administrative  princi- 
ples in  the  country  are  ren- 
dered compatible  with  nee- 
ds. Under  the  Seven  Year 
Plan,  after  identifying  the 
problems,  the  Republican 
State  will  endeavour  to 
reform  administrative  pro- 
cesses in  stages,  and  create 
the  necessary  organisation 
for  instituting  administra- 
tive reform. 

Tn  the  course  of  a  period 
of  seven  years,  possibly, 
there  will  be  differences  in 
projections,  and  the  plan 
objectives  may  be  affected, 
especially  by  fluctuations 
of  international  economy. 
Hence  changes  resulting 
from  economic  and  social 
transformation  will  be  con- 


sidered in  the  framework 
of  annual  plans. 

A  review  of  the  history 
of  our  country  proves  the 
fact  that  whenever  the  co- 
mmon wishes  of  the  nation 
and  the  national  leadership 
Of  Afghanistan  for  the  pre 
servation  of  national  iden- 
tity, the  independence  of 
the  country    and  progress 
and  prosperity  of  Afghanis- 
tan  were  strong,  we  used 
to  surmount  problems  com- 
mensurately  and  found  our 
path  towards  our  objectives. 
But  history  also  bear^  evi- 
dence that  hesitation,  dis- 
unity and  discord  have  da- 
mpened our    wishes,  and 
have  taken  us  away  from 
the  path  leading  to  our  tar- 
gets; and  slowed,  or  at  ti- 
mes, stopped  our  forward- 
march  to  progress. 

Today,  that  our  nation  is 
confronted  with  a  grave 
problem,  is  also  one  of 
those  moments  of  the  his- 
tory of  Afghanistan.  This 
problem  i3  the  problem  of 
backwardness. 

In  today's  world  there  is 
no  problem  as  acute  as  th- 
at of  backwardness. 
Esteemed  representatives : 
Facts  and  realities,  no 
matter  how  bitter  or  dis- 
concerting they  are,  can 
not  be  disregarded  or  de- 
nied. Accepting  this  reality 
we  must  recognise  that  for 
a  developing  country,  fac- 
ing thousands  of  economic, 
social  and  political  —  dom- 
estic and  foreign  —  prob- 
lems, there  will    be  little 
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hope  for  a  better  tomorrow 
without  patience,  and  acce- 
ptance of  deprivation,  and 
tireless  and  enduring  toil- 
ing of  at  least  one  genera- 
tion. 

Those  who  wish  to  decei- 
ve themselves  atid  their 
people  with  empty  talk  and 
words,  in  fact,  commit  a 
grave  crime  before  the  his- 
tory, and  against  their  peo- 
ple. 

The  revolution  of  our  Re- 
public must  enthuse  our 
nation  to  overcome  this 
problem. 

The  need  of  this  junc- 
ture in  our  history  comm- 
ands that  all  members  of 
our  nation  put  aside  their 
differences  and  personal 
interests,  and  move  like 
brothers  in  the  direction 
of  the  great  supreme  na- 
tional interest. 

Esteemed  representatives 
of  the  nation: 

The  foundation  of  the  fo- 
reign pohcy  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Afghanistan  rests  on 
two  main  and  important 
principles : 

Firstly  on  preservation  of 
independence^  national  in- 
terests and  sovereignty,  wh- 
ich on  the  basis  of  spirit 
of  nationahsm  and  love  of 
Freedom  of  our  people  ~ 
the  most  sacred  and  proud 
heritage  and  glorious  na- 
tional epics. 

Secondly  on  the  basis  of 
positive  neutrality  and  on 
the  principle  of  non alignm- 
ent, independent  judgement 
on  international  issues,  pe- 


aceful coexistence,  and 
mutual  respect  with  all  pe- 
ace loving  peoples  and  na- 
tions of  the  world,  and  res- 
pect to  the  Charter  of  the 
United  Nations. 

Tn  thi^  wish  we  make  no 
exception  in  regard  to  any 
peace  loving  country  of  the 
world,  small  or  large,  near 
or  afar;  and  this  \vish  is 
inspired  and  stems  from 
the  best  wishes  and  the 
desire  for  peace  of  the  p«)- 
ple  of  Afghanistan. 

For  the  realisation  of  this 
foreign  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, from  the  inception  of 
the  new  order  of  the  nati- 
on, for  better  introduction 
of  Afghanistan  and  for  ex- 
plaining the  objectives  of 
our  revolution  and  our  Re- 
publican Order,  official  and 
friendly  visits  were  paid  to 
many  friendly  countries. 
All  of  these  have  produced 
verv  effective  and  fruitful 
results,  and  have  resulted 
in  further  consolidation  of 
our  friendly  relations  and 
expansion  of  economic  and 
technical  cooperation  with 
those  countries. 

With  the  above  brief  ex- 
planation, I  wish  to  add- 
ress myself,  specifically,  to 
development  of  relations  of 
Afghanistan  with  some  of 
the  countries  of  the  world 
and  the  region. 

Friendly  relations  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan 
with  our  friend  and  big 
neighbour,  the  Soviet  Un- 
ion, continues  unf  alter  ab- 
ly. These  two  countries,  on 
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the  basis  of  peaceful  co- 
existence, good  neighbour- 
liness, and  non-interferen- 
ce in  the  internal  affairs 
of  one  another,  have  fur- 
ther strengthened  their  fr- 
uitful and  mutual  coopera- 
tion through  signing  the 
protocol  on  prolongation  of 
Mutual  Non-aggression  Tr- 
eaty. 

The  relations    of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  with 
our  neighbuor  Iran  are  ba- 
sed o\a  age-old  friendship 
and  brotherhood.  The  only 
technical  difference  on  the 
subject  of  water  of  the  Hel- 
mand  delta,  for  years  cau- 
sed a  relative    coolness  in 
our  friendly  relations.  With 
the  contract  that  were  sig- 
ned between  the  two  coun- 
tries after  its  passing  thro- 
ugh legal  channels  at  the 
proposal  of  the  government, 
its  approval  by  the  nation- 
al assembly  and  its  endor- 
sement by  the  king  of  the 
time,  with  the  exchange  of 
its  instruments  of  ratifica- 
tion there  no  more  exists 
any  reason  that    can  prev- 
ent expansion,  and  furth- 
er development  of  our  fr- 
iendly relations. 

Our  ties,  with  our  other 
great  neighbour,  the  Peo- 
ples Republic  of  China,  ha- 
ve always  been  friendly, 
and  this  friendship  is  based 
on  principles  of  peaceful 
co-existence  and  good  nei- 
ghbourliness. It  is  my  ho- 
pe that  these  friendly  ties, 
which  are  in  the  interests 
of  our  nations,  will  ever 


expand  and  strengthen. 

In  regard  to  relations  of 
Afghanistan  with  Pakistan 
it  ought  to  be  noted  that 
Afghanistan  as  a  peacelov- 
ing  country  has  always  fa- 
voured an  honourable  solu- 
tion of  its  only  political  dis- 
pute with  Pakistan  on  the 
basis  of  direct  and  peace- 
ful negotiation. 

The  visit  of  Mr.  Zulfik- 
ar  Ali  Bhutto,  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Pakistan  to  Af- 
ghanistan, and  my  visit  to 
Pakistan  this  year,  affor- 
ded both  sides  an  opportu 
nity  to  hold  talks  and  ex- 
change views  over  the  sub- 
ject of  political  dispute 
that  has  existed  and  ex- 
ists between  the  two  coun- 
tries for  long  years. 

As  a  result  of  these  dir- 
ect contacts,  and  the  ex- 
change of  views  that  took 
place  in  an  atmosphere  of 
sincerity  and  understand- 
ing, an  atmosphere  has  been 
created  that  makes  us  ho- 
peful that  our  political  dis- 
pute will  find  an  honour- 
able solution  in  the  future, 
and  consequently  the  two 
countries  can  live  with  one 
another  as  friends.  So  far 
the  step  that  has  been  tak- 
en as  a  result  of  the  direct 
contacts  and  visits  by  the 
leaders  of  the  two  count- 
ries to  one  another's  coun- 
try, until  reaching  or  not 
reaching  a  final  and  hono- 
urable solution  of  the  Pash- 
tunistan  issue,  is  the  agree- 
ment of  the  two  sides  to 
refrain    from  hostile  pub- 
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licity  against  each  other. 
This  step  in  itself  can  be 
construed  as  the  wish  of 
the  two  sides  for  the  eUmi- 
nation  of  the  actual  dis- 
pute. 

Afghanistan  has  always, 
and  consistently,  supported 
and  supports  the  realisati- 
on of  the  inalienable  rights 
of  its  Pashtun  and  Baluch 
brothers.  The  fundamental 
point  that  has  bred  the 
political  dispute  betweer 
the  two  countries  through 
the  years,  is  this  problem 
only.  It  is  my  hope  that  the 
concerned  parties  can  one 
day  succeed  in  honourable 
settlement  of  this  political 
dispute. 

The  friendly  and  traditi- 
onal relations  of  Afghanis- 
tan and  India,  with  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Republi- 
can order  in  the  country, 
entered  a  new  stage,  and 
the  ground  was  paved  for 
greater  cooperation  betw- 
een the  two  friendly  and 
nonaligned  countries  of  the 
region. 

It  is  my  hope  that  further 
expansion  of  relations  of 
friendship  and  cooperation 
between  our  countries  will 
prove  beneficial  atid  effec- 
tive in  ensuring  peace  and 
stability    of  the  region 

The  relations  of  Afghan- 
istan with  the  United  Sta- 
tes from  the  time  of  their 
establishment  have  rested 
on  friendship  and  amicable 
understanding,  and  from 
the  inception  of  the 
Republican  order     in  the 


country  have  been  further 
expanded  and  consolidated 

Friendly  visits  of  the 
statesmen  of  the  two  sides 
to  one  another's  country 
have  prepared  the  way  for 
greater  understanding  bet- 
ween their  countries. 

On  this  occasion  1  consi- 
der myself  bound  by  cons- 
cience to  express  sincere 
thanks  and  gratitude,  on 
behalf  of  the  people  and 
the  government  of  Afghan- 
istan and  on  behalf  of  my 
own  person  for  the  friend- 
ly economic  and  technical 
assistance  of  all  friendly 
countries  and  international 
organisations  who  have  ta- 
ken a  prominent  part  m 
our  socio-economic  deve- 
lopment plan. 

Esteemed  representatives 
of  the  nation: 

Afghanistan  is  one  of  the 
nonaligned  countries,  be- 
longing to  the  third  world, 
the  world  that,  for  long  ye- 
ars, under  the  influence  of 
world  colonialism  and  im- 
perialism, has  sustained 
damages  and  losses,  and 
today  has  woken  up  from 
slumber,  and  oblivion.  The 
dire  and  profound  need  of 
this  world  for  change  and 
development  has  motived 
them  to  move  in  a  new 
and  dynamic  manner.  This 
cannot  be  construed  as 
void  of  influence^  or  igno- 
red, and  "0  doubt  this  is  an 
important  phase  of  history. 

The  success  of  this  move- 
ment, more  than  anything, 
depends  on  complete  unity 
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in  their  thoughts  and  their 
action.  The  objective  and 
subjective  conditions  in 
each  of  these  countries  mu- 
st be  scrupulously  analys- 
ed, so  that  in  their  light, 
as  an  integrated  front,  ad- 
vancement towards  prog- 
ress, is  effective,  and  acce- 
lerated. 

The  wishes  of  the  third 
world  for  social  progress 
and  creation  of  a  balanced 
and  prosperous  society  ba- 
sed on  social  justice  can  be 
realised  through  sacrifice, 
and  ceaseless  efforts. 

Afghanistan  as  an  Isla- 
mic country  with  the  spe- 
cial faith  it  has  in  supreme 
values,  and  holy  tenets  of 
Tslam^  and  considers  their 
implementation  as  guaran- 
tees for  the  prosperity  of 
the  Islamic  nation,  has  con- 
tinued its  sincere  efforts 
for  securing  closeness  and 
greater  consolidation,  and 
greater  cooperation  among 
the  Islamic  countries. 

Afghanistan  has  persis- 
tently demanded  complete 
restoration  of  legitimate 
rights  of  the  people  of  Pa- 
lestine and  continues  its 
support  for  the  heroic  stru- 
ggles of  the  valiant  nation 
of  Palestine  and  is  of  the 
opinion  that  so  long  as 
captured  Arab  territories 
are  not  vacated  by  Israeli 
occupationist  forces  and 
the  Palestinian  Arabs'  ri- 
ghts for  the  establishment 
of  the  State  of  Palestine 
are  not  realised  the  prob- 


lem of  Middle  East  will  not 
be  solved  and  just  and  las- 
ting peace  will  not  be  secu- 
red in  this  sensitive  and 
important  region  of  the 
world. 

Our  pohcy  is  a  policy  of 
peace  and  friendship  and 
full  respect  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  others;  at 
the  same  time  I  ought  to 
note  that  the  nation  of  Af- 
ghanistan under  no  condi- 
tions will  be  forced  to  dis- 
regard its  national  inter- 
ests and  will  not  deal  on 
and  compromise  its  basic 
principles. 

Esteemed  members  of  the 
Loya  Jirgah: 

With  the  foregoing  short 
review  of  conditions  dur- 
ing the  three  and  a  half 
years  that  passed  since  the 
establishment  of  our  auspi- 
cious Republican  order  I 
come  now,  with  your  per- 
mission, to  the  subject  whi- 
ch brings  us  together  here 
today,  in  the  centre  of  our 
country. 

In  the  light  of  my  great 
responsibility  towards  the 
people  the  honour  of  whose 
service  I  have,  and  loyalty 
to  the  principles  of  our 
revolution  I  consider  my- 
self obliged  to  perform  my 
duties  with  utmost  since- 
rity and  in  the  best  of  my 
ability  vis-a-vis  the  noble 
nation  of  Afghanistan. 

Following     this  sincere 
sentiment  and     with  due 
consideration  to  this  irre- 
futable reality  that  throu- 
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ghout  the  history  of  our 
own  country  and  that  of 
many  like  countries  that 
bitter  experiences  have  sh- 
own and  are  evident  to  all 
neither  despotism  and  au- 
tocracy neither  arbitrari- 
ness and  anarchy,  have  or 
can  cure  the  ills  of  a  deve- 
loping country. 

1  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  people  of  Afghanistan 
under  the  prevailing  con- 
ditions need  complete  unity 
of  thought  and  action  re- 
lentless and  untiring  work 
in  an  atmosphere  of  equ- 
ality and  brotherhood  cou- 
pled with  a  strong  sense 
of  national  discipline. 

Hence  we  ought  to  learn 
from  the  experiences  of 
the  past,  and  for  future 
prosperity  of  the  country, 
in  the  way  of  natural  gro- 
wth, seek  a  way  that  in 
prevailing  national  condi- 
tions should  be  free  of  ex- 
tremism and  blind  immit- 
ation  and  proves  beneficial 
and  effective  for  rapid  and 
sound  development. 

As  I  said  years  before, 
and  I  repeat  this  opinion 
now,  the  ultimate  objective 
of  every  change  can  be  no- 
thing but  establishment  of 
real  and  sensible  democracy 
based  on  securing  the  rights 
of  the  majority  of  the  peo 
pie  and  the  principle  of  na- 
tional sovereignty. 

Pursuing  this  thought  af- 
ter realisation  of  stability 
of  the  revolution  with  the 
grace  of  God  and  with  the 
cooperation  of  commissions 


that  were  appointed  for  the 
purpose  the  draft    of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Repub 
lie  of  Afghanistan  was  pre 
pared  and  I  now  convey  it 
to  you,  the  esteemed  mem- 
bers of  Afghanistan's  Loya 
Jirgah.    My    only  request 
from  the  esteemed  mem- 
bers of  this  great  national 
assembly  is  that  the  draft 
Constitution  be  scrutinised 
in  a  totally  democratic  and 
free  manner. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  Repub- 
lican state,  as  a  burning 
torch  of  the  revolution  of 
26th  Saratan  will  be  recko- 
ned as  a  guide  and  ac- 
tion manual  to  the  state 
and  in  the  light  of  its  dir- 
ectives the  noble  Afghan 
nation  can  found  a  strong, 
solid,  progressive,  and  ho- 
nourable Afghanistan. 

The  valorous  Afghan  na- 
tion: 

There  is  no  more  time 
for  national  forces   to  rem- 
ain isolated  and  indifferent 
vis-a-vis    national  interest 
and  objectives  of  th(*  revo- 
lution and  remain  as  a  con- 
suming    and  missionless 
class  in  the    form  of  passi- 
ve and  inactive  elements 
Of  the  society^  as  parasites. 
Because  the  national  revo- 
lution assigns  all  patriotic 
forces  the  duty  to  expand 
the  principles  of  the  revo- 
lution from    surface  to  de- 
pth and  depth  to  surface 
and  expend  their  energies 
in  guiding  the  people,  from 
city  to  city  and  from  village 
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to  village  in  the  way  oi 
realisation  of  the  objective 
of  the  revolution  and  with 
unity  of  thought  and  action 
on  the  farm  and  in  the  fac- 
tory, and  in  the  office  and 
at  the  front^  sincerely  try 
in  the  way  of  advancing  the 
objective^  of  the  revolu- 
tion which  can  be  nothing 
but  the  progress  of  the 
country  and  the  honour  of 
the  nation  of  Afghanistan. 

This  is  the  historic  and 
human  mission  of  the  gr- 
eat revolution  of  our  Re- 
public and  this  is  the  cons- 
cious of  the  national  for- 
ces that  ought  to  respond 
to  it. 

This  is  not  an  epic,  an 
empty  slogan,  It  is  a  reality. 


It  is  history.  It  is  a  mission. 
And  finally,  it  is  the  shin- 
ing future  and  it  is  the  way 
of  deliverance  and  with- 
out a  revolutionary  comm- 
itment armed  with  nation- 
al and  progressive  ideolo- 
gy, reahsation  of  every 
kind  of  social  justice  in 
the  country  will  not  go  be- 
yond a  slogan. 

'Oh'  nation,  you  have  not 
forefeited  high  mindedness, 
and  national  pride  in  the 
most  difficult  struggles  in 
your  glorious  history.  Why 
do  you  feel  weak  and  fee- 
ble today! 

Long  live  Afghanistan. 
Long  live  the  nation. 
Long  live  the  Republic. 
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Mohammad  Daoud 
elected  1st  President  of 

the  Republic 


At  the  beginning  of  the 
Loya  Jirgah  meeting  held 
on  February  14,  1977  to  el- 
ect the  first  Preside'flt  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanis- 
tan  the  President  of  the 
Jirgah  asked  for  nomina- 
tions to  the  office  of  the 
President  of  the  Republic 
from  the  floor  or  outside  it. 

While  most  of  the  repres- 
entatives wanted  to  speak 
several  of  them  delivered 
speeches  expressing  their 
sentiments  and  patriotism 
and  all  representative    in  a 
single  voice  asked  for  the 
President  of  the  Jirgah  to 
request  the  Leader  of  the 
Revolution  to  stand  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of 
the  President  and  to  accept 
this  great  national  respon- 
sibility. The  President  of 
the  Jirgah  by  virtue  of  per- 
sist demand  from  the  floor 
asked  for  a  positive  resp- 
onse to  this  request  from 
the  Leader  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 


ADDRESSING  THE  RE- 
PRESENTATIVES OF  THE 
NATION  THE  LEADER  OF 
THE  REVOLUTION  SAID : 

With  the  permission  of 
the  President  of  the  Loya 
Jirgah,  esteemed  and  dea- 
rest sisters  and  brothers, 

I  am  sincerely  moved  by 
your  sentiments  and  offer 
you  my  heartfelt  thanks. 

It  is  my  wish  that  as  a 
member  of  this  Grand  As- 
sembly I  express  my  own 
views  in  a  few  words. 

I  am  convinced  that  you 
remember  my  words  in  the 
Proclamation  of  the  Rep- 
public:  "While  discharg- 
ing various  responsibilities 
in  the  service  of  my  na- 
tion, I  have  always  been  in 
search  of  ways  to  provide  a 
positive  and  real  environm- 
ent for  the  moral  and  ma- 
terial development  of  the 
people  of  Afghanistan,  spe- 
cially of  the  deprived  clas- 
ses and  the  youths  of  the 
nation,  where  all  the  peo- 
ple of  Afghani^Jtan,  witho- 
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ut  privilege  or  discrimina^ 
tion  might  take  a  respon- 
sible part  in  the  progress 
and  building  of  the  count- 
ry." 

This  was  the  message  th- 
at I  conveyed  to  my  com- 
patriots in  the  Proclama- 
tion of  the  Republic.  To- 
day I  state  once  again  that 
1  have  faith  in  that  statem- 
ent and  I  had  expressed  it 
with  sincerity. 

The  Leader  of  the  Revo- 
lution added  that  the  na- 
tional move  was  not  made 
so  that  today  I  would  hold 
an  office  or  a  position. 

During  my  tenure  of  ser- 
vice to  my  country  all  the 
prospects  were  open  to 
me  and  I  did  not  see  any 
impediment  in  the  way  of 
my  actions. 

My  real  aspiration  was  wh- 
at I  expressed  in  the  Pro- 
clamation of  the  Republic 
and  what  I   repeated  here 
today.  The    Founder  of  the 
Revolution  added  that  dur- 
ing the  three  years  and  ei- 
ght months  that  have  pass- 
ed since  the  inception  of 
the  Republic,  in  my  opinion 
a  part,  the  first  phase,  of 
my  national  duty  has  been 
accomplished.  But  one  must 
not  forget  that  national  du- 
ty is  so  important  and  so 
great  that  no  compatriot 
has  the  right  to  say  that  I 
have  accomplished  my  na- 
tional duty. 

National  duty  is  greater 
and  heavier  than  all  what 
we  have  accomplished  so 


far  or  will  do  so  in  future. 

The  Leader  of  the  Revo- 
lution continued,  "this  co- 
untry is  our  country;  this 
soil  is  our  soil.  It  is  the 
right  of  our  country  and  the 
national  duty  of  every  citi- 
zen to  do  whatever  is  in 
his  power  for  the  prosperity, 
progress  and  honour  of 
the  country. 

The  first  phase  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan 
continued  up  to  this  day. 
What  we  have  or  have  not 
accomplished,  whether  it 
was  good  or  bad,  of  course 
should  be  judged  by  the 
nation  and  the  history  of 
Afghanistan. 

"Now  a  new  phase  starts 
in  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan, a  phase  which  re- 
quires serious,  sustained 
and  tireless  efforts'',  add- 
ed the  national  leader. 

He  added  "I  as  your  bro- 
ther as    your  well-wisher 
and  country's  well-wisher 
advise  that  at  this  difficult 
juncture  other  persons  po- 
ssibly with  greater  energy 
and  ability  to  serve  the  co- 
untry, nominate  themselves 
for  the  office  of  the  presid- 
ent of  the  Republic,  of  Af- 
ghanistan. 

The  Leader  of  the  Revo- 
lution gave  assurances  that 
whoever  will  assume  this 
office  so  long  as  he  abides 
by  the  Constitution  and 
follow  the  objectives  of  the 
national  revolution  of  Af- 
ghanistan "I  as  a  soldier, 
as  a  sacrificing  citizen  will 
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be  proud  to  support  him". 
"This  was  my  opinion  ex- 
pressed as  that  of  a  memb- 
er of  the  Loya  Jirgah.  Wh- 
atever will  be  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  nation  of  Af- 
ghanistan eventhough  it 
may  mean  my  own  or  my 
children's  sacrifice^  rest 
assured,  I  shall  abide  by 
it'\ 

THE  LEADER  OF  THE 
REVOLUTION  AS  THE  RE- 
SULT OF  PERSISTENT  DE- 
MANDS OF  THE  LOYA 
JIRGAH  REPRESENTATIV- 
ES FOR  HIS  CANDIDACY 
AS  FIRST  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  REPUBLIC  OF  AF- 
GHANISTAN SAID: 

'1  am  gratified    by  sen- 
timents of  you  esteemed  re- 
presentatives. To  serve  my 
country  I  am  prepared  to 
accept  your  wish  but  I  add 
that  I  shall  hold  this  great 
national  duty  until  the  day 
that  I  am     spiritually  and 
physically  capable  of  exer 
cising  it  and  until    such  ti- 
me that  I  know    that  the 
nation  of  Afghanistan  abi- 
de by  their   policy,  the  po- 
licy of  the  state    and  by 
what  they    have  approved 
themselves    and  until  such 
time  that  the  noble  people 
of  Afghanistan  cooperate. 
Until  that  time  I  shall  de- 
vote all  my  energy  to  exe- 
cution Of  this  national  du- 
ty. But  when  I  know  that 
I  do  not  have  the  spiritual 
and  physical  ability  to  per- 
form this    great  national 


duty  I  shall  convey  my 
apology  to  the  nation  of 
Afghanistan. 

1  pray  to  Almighty  God 
to  help  me  and  ail  others 
who  cherish  the  wish  to 
sei've  for  the  honour  of  Af- 
ghanistan achieve  comp- 
lete success". 

The  favourable  response 

of  the  Leader  of  the  Revo- 
lution was  welcomed  with 
profound  sentiments,  slog- 
ans, clapping  and  shower- 
ing of  flowers,  Later  on  a 
number  of  representatives 
of  the  nation  delivered  sp- 
eeches and  recited  poems 
related  to  the  grand  meet- 
ing and  the  auspicious  Re- 
publican order  under  the 
stewardship  of  the  leader 
of  the  Revolution. 

Then  the  President  of  the 
Jirgah  began  proceedings 
for  voting.  The  representa- 
tives of  the  nation  express- 
ing profound  joy  and  satis- 
faction that  their  requests 
were  accepted    cast  their 
votes  unanimously  for  the 
election  of  Mohammad  Da- 
oud  the  Leader  of  the  Rev- 
olution as  the  first  Presid- 
ent Of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan.   When  the  un- 
animous election  of  Moha- 
mmad Daoud    as  the  first 
president  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan    was  ann- 
ounced by  the  President  of 
the  Loya  Jirgah  the  repre- 
sentatives of     the  nation 
once  again  stood  up  and 
welcomed  the  election  of 
the  Leader  of  the  Revolu- 
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tion  with  tumultous  joy 
and  satisfaction. 

The  representatives  of 
the  nation  prayed  for  grea- 
ter successes  of  Moham- 
mad Daoud  in  leading  the 
people  of  Afghanistan  and 
for  further  progress  of  the 
country.  The  President  of 
the  Loya  Jirgah  on  behalf 
of  the  Loya  Jirgah  repre- 
sentatives expressed  the 
wish  for  the  health  and 
success  of  our  national  lea- 
der and  in  exercising  his 
grave  national  duties  and 
in  advancing  the  objectives 
of  the  revolution  and  voi- 
ced gratitude  for  the  fa- 
vourable response  of  the 
leader  of  the  revolution  to 
shoulder  again  the  leader- 
ship of  the  noble  nation  of 
Afghanistan. 

In  conclusion  the  Pre- 
sident-elect said  "I  express 
my  gratitude  for  your  sen- 
timents and  esteem  and 
promise  that  I  shall  exert 
all  my  powers  and  energies 
in  serving  the  country  and 
compatriots. 

The  Leader  of  the  Revo- 
lution Mohammad  Daoud 
was  sworn — ^in  as   first  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  in  the  presence 
of  the  representatives  of 
the  nation  at  Loya  Jirgah 
Hall  on  February  15,  1977. 

Flanked  by  the  Presid- 
ent of  the  Loya  Jirgah  Aziz- 
ullah  Wasifi  and  the  Mi- 
nister of  Justice  Dr.  Abdul 
Majid,  the  president-elect 
then  stood  before  the  Holy 


Koran  and  took  the  follow- 
ing oath: 

*'In  the  presence  of  you, 
representatives  of  the  Af- 
ghan natioTi,  I,  Mohammad 
Daoud,  swear  in  the  name 
of  Almighty  God  that  I 
shall  protect  the  principles 
of  the  sacred  religion  of 
Islam,  honour  and  abide 
by  the  Constitution  and 
other  laws  of  Afghanistan, 
protect  natio'nal  independ- 
ence and  territorial  integ- 
rity and  devote  my  entire 
energies  to  the  defence  of 
the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  people,  objectives  of 
the  Revolution,  and  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan". 

The  first  preside^it  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan 
was  loudly  cheered  by  the 
representatives  of  the  na- 
tion. 

THE  LEADER  OF  REVO- 
LUTION AS  THE  FIRST 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  RE- 
PUBLIC IN  A  SPEECH 
SAID: 

Esteemed  representatives 
of  the  noble  nation  of  Af- 
ghanistan for  me  and  all 
those  who  love  their  coun- 
try it  is  a  matter  of  plea- 
sure and  hope  to  see  that 
you,  representatives  of  the 
Afghan  nation,  in  your  ser- 
ies of  meetings  on  the  draft 
Constitution  of  the  Repu- 
bUc  of  Afghanistan  have 
deliberated  on  and  discuss- 
ed your  national  issues 
with  special  interest  in  a 
free  and  sincere  atmos- 
phere, with  a  sense  of  bro- 
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therhood  and  equality  and 
today  you  announce  your 
final    resolution  to  the  na- 
tion of  Afghanistan. 

President  Daoud  added : 
"I,  as  a  servant  of  my  coun- 
try, feel  greatly  honored  to 
have  been  elected  by  you, 
representatives  of  the  na- 
tion as  the  first  president 
of  the  Republic  of  Afgha 
nistan  and  I  convey  to  you 
my  sincere  thanks  for  your 
confidence. 

President  Mohammad  Da- 
oud continued :  ''Sisters, 
brothers,  and  dear  compa- 
triots, at  this  hour  I  feel 
the  gravity  and  weight  of 
this  great  responsibility  in 
a  way  that  none  of  you 
can  understand  or  imagine. 
In  exercising  this  grave 
and  heavy  responsibility  I 
rely  on  Almighty  God,  on 
cooperation  and  support  of 
the  noble  nation  of  Afgha- 
nistan on  sincere  coopera- 
tion of  my  esteemed  colle- 
agues and  all  servants  of 
the  state  of  Afghanistan 
wherever  or  in  whatever 
position  they  may  be,  and 
finally,  on  sacrifice  and 
selflessness  of  the  forces  of 
our  national  revolution  and 
all  true  patriotic  sons  of 
Afghanistan". 

President  Mohammad  Da- 
oud further  added  ''indeed 
it  would  be  a  great  pleasu- 
re and  honour  for  me,  who 
after  the  lapse  of  the  six 
years  term  of  honest  ser- 
vice to  my  country  and  to 
my      people,      I  would 


pass    on,    this    trust  with 
success    and  with  honour, 
before      you  representa- 
tives of  the  nation,  at  such 
an  august   gathering,  to  my 
successor.     The  President 
said,  "on  this    occasion  I 
consider  it  my  consciencious 
duty  to  express  my  thanks 
to  all  friends  of  the  Revolu- 
tion who  were  with   me  on 
the  eve  of  Saratan  26,  to 
the  valorous     and  sacrific- 
ing armed    forces  of  Af- 
ghanistan, to  the  members 
of  the  Central  Committee, 
to  the  members  of  the  go- 
vernment and    finally  all 
officials     who  during  the 
last  three  years  and  eight 
months  have    carried  out 
their  duties     with  honesty 
and  conviction  and  offer 
prayers  to  the  soul  of  those 
who  in  that  historical  night 
lost  their  lives  in  the  servi- 
ce of  their  country. 

President  Mohammad  Da- 
oud prayed  to  God  Almighty 
to  enable  him  and  the  rest 
of  honest  servants  of  this 
country  to  carry  out  their 
heavy  duties  with  honesty 
and  conviction.  After  con- 
cluding his  remarks  the 
President  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan  proclaimed 
the  first  Loya  Jirgah  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan 
dissolved. 

After  the  end  of  the 
meeting  the  national  an- 
them was  played  and  the 
President  left  the  meeting 
hall  arhidst  great  joy  and 
jubilation  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  nation. 


Loya  Jirgah 
Statement 


Statement  of  the  first  Lo- 
ya Jirgah  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan. 

We,     representatives  of 
the  nation  to  the  first  Loya 
Jirgah  having  met  in  acc- 
ordance with  the  decree  of 
the  Head  of  State   from  the 
10th  to  the  26th  Dalvv  1355 
S.H.,  in  the  city  of  Kabul 
the  capital  of  Afghanistan 
to  scrutinise  the  draft  Con- 
stitution    of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan    and  take 
decision  on  it,     heard  the 
inaugural  speech     of  the 
Head  of  State    and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Daoud 
which  explained  the  causes 
of  revolution  of  Saratan 
26,    1352,    main  activities 
of  the  three  years  and  se- 
ven months  since  the  estab- 
lishment of    the  Republic, 
questions  related  to  inter- 
nal affairs^     economic  po- 
licy, foreign    policy  of  Af- 


ghanistan and  perspectives 
of  the  socio-economic  de- 
velopment plan  of  the  co- 
untry. 

Whereas  we  consider  this 
policy,  in  totality,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  aspirations 
of  the  nation  of  Afghanis- 
tan, we  affirm  and  support 
it. 

In  regard  to  relations  of 
Afghanistan  with  Pakistan 
concerning  the  issue  of  Pa- 
shtunistan  we  state  that : 

Afghanistan  as  a  peace 
loving  country  has  consis- 
tently favoured  an  honor- 
able solution  of  this  political 
difference  with  Pakistan. 
In  as  much  as  direct  cont 
acts  and  exchanges  of  view 
between  the  leaders 
of  two  sides  have  taken  pl- 
ace in  an  atmosphere  of 
sincerity  and  understanding 
which  are  construed  as  a 
wish  for  the  elimination  of 


143 


their  only  political  differ 
ence  we  welcome  it  with 
goodwill. 

We  consider  the  contin- 
uation of  such  contacts  and 
exchange  of  views  betw- 
een the  concerned  parties 
as  beneficial  and  effective. 
Until  reaching  a  final  and 
honorable  solution,  we  rep- 
resentatives of  the  nation 


of  Afghanistan,  in  affirm- 
ation of  the  policy  of  the 
government  in  this  regard, 
reiterate  persistent  and  pe- 
aceful support  for  the  rea- 
lisation of  the  inalienable  ri- 
ghts of  Pashtun  and  Balu- 
chi brothers  and  hope  tliat 
this  political  difference  sh- 
all be  resolved  in  accordan- 
ce with  the  wisties  of  their 
people  a*nd  leaders. 
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[Members  of  first 
Loya  Jirgah  of 
the  Republic 


With  the  proclamation 
of  the  Presidential  Decree 

issued  by  President  Moham- 
mad Daoud  130  persons  we- 
re appointed  to  the  first  Lo- 
ya Jirgah  of  Republic  of 
Afghanistan. 

Out  of  the  130,  appointed 
members  15  were  officers 
of  the  Republican  Army 
and  115  farmers,  workers, 
enlightened  and  youth. 

Names  of  the  military  of- 
ficers  of  the  Republican  Ar- 
my who  were  appointed  to 
the  First  Republican  Loya 
Jirgah. 

General  Abdul  Aziz  son 
of  (s/o)  Azizuddin. 

General  Mohammad  Mo- 
sa  s/o  Haji  Khairuddin. 

Lt.  General  Abdullah  s/o 
Sulaiman. 

LI.  General  Abdul  Ghani 
s/o  Abdul  Wahid. 

Maj.  General  Mohammad 
Tahir  s/o  Abdul  Ghaffar. 

Maj.  General  Baba  Jan 
s/o  Abdul  Wahid. 

Maj.  GeJieral  Ghulam 
Dastagir  s/o  Haji  Qalandar 

Maj.  General  Noor  Mo- 
hammad s/o  Kbair  Moham- 


mad. 

Colonel  Nek  Mohammad 
Azizi  s/o  Aziz  Mohammad. 

Colonel  Soor  Gul  s/o  Ro- 
ddy Gul. 

Colonel  Mohammad  Nairn 
s/o  Mohammad  AsUm. 

Colonel  Mohammad  Sid- 
diq  s/o  Turabaz. 

Lt.  Colonel  Murtaza  Qui 
s/o  Rozi  Qui. 

Lt.  Colonel  Sayed  Sikan- 
der  Shah  s/o  Nazaruddin. 

Major  Abdul  Sattar  s/o 
Mohammad  Yousuf. 

Names  of  the  appointed 
members  from  among  the 
farmers,  workers,  enlight- 
ened people  and  youth  to 
the  First  Loya  Jirgah  of 
the  Republic. 

Mohammad  Yaqoub  (far. 
mer)  s/o  Mohammad  Amir. 

Zmaray  (farmer)  s/o  Do- 
st Mohammad. 

Adam  Khan  (farmer)  s/o 
Gul  Alam. 

Abdul  Ghafoor  (farmer), 
s/o  Mohammad  Jan. 

FatehuUah  (farmer)  s/o 
Mohammad  Khan. 

Mir  Aslam  (farmer),  s/o 
Yar  Mohammad 
AbduJ  Mohammad  (farm- 
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er)  s/o  Abdul  Samad 

Mullah  Jan  (farmer)  s/o 
Mohammad  J:^n. 

Abdul  Majeed  (fanner) 
s/o  Sher  Mohammad. 

Abdul  Wasey  (farmer) 
s/o  Mir  Alam. 

Mohammad  Zahir  ifar- 
nier)  s/o  Khan  Shereen. 

Ali  Jan  (farmer(  s/o  Mi- 

ra  Jan. 

Chulam  Rasool  (farmer) 
s/o  Mohammad  Azam, 

Hazrat  Mohammad  (far- 
mer) s/o  Gul  Moharnjnad. 

Nawab  (farmer)  s/o  Zin- 
dai. 

Abdul  Jabbar  (farmer) 
s/o  Abdul  Ghaifar. 

Sufi  Ramazan  (farmer) 
s/o  Mirza  Ali.- 

Aminullah    (farmer)  s/o 

Azizullah. 

Mohammad  Azam  (far- 
mer) s/o  Mohammad  Hus- 
sein. 

Rajab  Ali  (farmer)  s/o 

Yousuf  Ali. 

Ghulam  Rauf  (farmer) 
s/o  Ghulam  Rasoul. 

Abdul  Baqi  (farmer)  s/o 

Jan  Dil. 

Khwaja  Faiz  Mohammad 
(farmer)  s/o  Khawaji  Jalal. 

Abdul  Samad  (farmer) 
s/o  Shah  Mohammad. 

Abdul  Wahab  (farmer) 
s/o  Abdul  Ahad. 

Abdul  Raouf  (worker) 
s/o  Abdul  Ghaffar. 

Abdullah  (worker)  s/o 
Mohammad  SiOdiq. 

Sher  Mohammad  (work- 
er) s/o  Sayed  Mohammad. 

Faizullah  (worker)  s/o 
Mohammad  Jan, 

Ghulam  Haider  (worker) 

s/o  Abdul  Rahim. 


Mohammad  Issa  (work- 
er) s/o  Mohammad  Yasiri. 

Mohammad  Sarwar  (wo- 
rker) s/o  Ghulam  Jan. 

Assadullah  (worker)  s/o 
Ghulam  Ghaus. 

Baz  Mohammad  (work- 
er) s/o  Sultan  Mohammad. 

Mohammad  Isshaq  (wor- 
ker) s/o  Mohammad  Ismail. 

Mohammad  Tahir  (wor- 
ker) s/o  Abdul  Razaaq 

Abdul  Qadir  (worker)  s/o 
Abdul  Qayoum. 

Ghulam  Rabbani  (worker) 
s/o  Mir  Afghan. 

Shah  Dil  (worker)  s/o 
Musafir  Sadiq. 

Mohammad  Ibrahim  (wo- 
rker) s/o  Shah  Nawaz. 

Mohammad  Suleiman 
(worker)  s/o  Khuda  Dad. 

Mohammad  Qasim  (wor- 
ker) s/o  Abdul  Ghani. 

Niaz  Mohammad  (work- 
er) s/o  Baz  Mohammad. 

Shujauddin  (worker)  s/o 
Amiruddin. 

Ajab  Gul  (worker)  s/o 
Mohammad  Rasool. 

Mohammad  Aman  (wor- 
ker) s/o  Mohammad  Hus- 
sein. 

Bashi  Zareen  (worker) 
s/o  Pashtoon. 

Mohammad  Ali  (worker) 
s/o  Sayed  Mohammad. 

Mohammad  Mosnim  (wo- 
rker) s/o  Abdul  Razzaq. 

Khalida  (B.A.)  d/o  Mo- 
hammad Zaman. 

Humairah  (B.A.)  d/o  Gh- 
ulam Ghaus. 

Suraiya  Khadim  ^(Physi- 
cian) d/o  Qayamuddin 

Zakiya  (Bsc.)  d/o  Mo- 
hammad Rasool. 

Zainab  (highschool)  d/o 
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Mohammad  Amin. 

Mahbooba  (M.A.  political 
science)  d/o  Noor  Hohct 
mmad. 

Khadija  (high  school) 
d/o  Abdul  Haq. 

Aziza  (B.z\.)  d/o  Abdul 
Aziz. 

Abdul  Karini  Haqqani 
s/o  Abdullah. 

Mohapimad  Kabir  (Dip- 
engineer)  a/o  Madad  Khan. 

Mohammad  Amin  Qurb- 
at  s/o  Abdul  Ghuyas. 

Abdullah  Wahidi  (phsi- 
cian)  s/o  Abdul  Salam. 

Mohammad  Bashir  (Dip- 
Engineer)  s/o  Dost  Moham- 
mad. 

Mohammad  Younus  (B.A. 
eco.)  s/o  Mohammad  Issa. 

Mir  Abdul  Samad  M.  sc. 
tech.)  s/o  Sayed  Ali. 

Abdul  Ali  Mehrzad  (phy- 
sician s/o  Mehr  Ali. 

Mir  Hussein  Sadat  (Dip. 
Engineer)  s/o  Sayed  Moh- 
ammad. 

Jalal  Noorani  (B.A.)  s/o 
Mohammad  Saiim. 

Mohammad  Tahir  Saifi 
(Phd.  Political  Science)  s/o 
Mohammad  Hassan. 

Aziz  Ahmad  (Engineer) 
s/o  Fazal  Ahmad. 

Roashan  Del  s/o  Ahmad 
Shah. 

Mohammad  Yasin  Azim 
(Phd.  in  Education)  s/o 
Mohammad  Azim. 

Sayed  Karim  Haez  (B,A) 
s/o  Multan. 

Mir  Mohammad  Yousuf 
(High  School  s/o  Mir  Mo- 
hammad Issa. 

Khan  Aqa  Khasheh  (phy- 
sician s/o  Mohammad  As- 


lam. 

Maulavi     Abdul  Majid 
Madrassa  Teacher. 
Mohammad  Latif  Wahab 

Zadah  (B.A.l  s/o  Mohamm- 
ad Ishaq. 

Ghulam  Shah  Sarshar 
Roshani  (High  School)  s/o 
Baba  Khan. 

Mohammad  Afzal  (M.  A. 
Sociolagy)  s/o  Abul  Ka- 
rim. 

Qiyamuddin  Raei  (Phd. 
Literature)  s/o  Mohammad 
Ismail. 

Abdul  Ahad  (Engineer), 
s/o  Ghulam  Mohammad. 

Ghulam  Hazrat  (B.A.)  s/o 
Wajihuddin. 

Mohammad  Hassan  Far- 
otan  {Bsc.  pharmacy)  s/o 
Sharbat. 

Mehrabuddin  (Phd.  Eco- 
nomics) s/o  Moqbil. 

Mohammad  Mobin  Ha- 
mraz  (Dentist)  s/o  Moq- 
eem. 

Mohammad  Iqbal  (B.A.) 
s/o  Ghulam  Siddiq. 

Abdul  Ghaffar  Motavv^a- 
kal  (physician)  s/o  Moha- 
mmad Rustam. 

Abdullah  (Phd.  Economic 
Planning)  s/o  Ghulam  Na- 
qshband. 

Ham^duUah  (B.A.)  s/o 
Abdullah. 

Mohammad  Tahir  (Eing- 
ineer)  s/o  Fida  Mohamm- 
ad. 

Mohammad  Siddiq  Roo- 
hi  (M.A.  Psychology)  s/o 
Mohammad  Hussein 

Mir  Habib  Suhaili  (Bsc.) 
s/o  Mohammad  Ayoub. 

Mohammad  Sayed  (B.A.) 
s/o  Mohammad  Youguf. 
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Shivsaran  (physician ) . 

Abdul  Habib  Hameedi 
(B.A.)  s/o  Abdul  Hamid. 

Mohammad  Hassan  Na- 
veer  (B.A.)  s/o  Sakhi  Dad. 

Mohammad  Zafar  (Eng- 
ineer) s/o  Sardar  Moha- 
mmad. 

Mohammad  Qasim  Yar 
(B.A.)  s/o  Mohammad  Is- 
mail. 

Addul  Tawab  (B.A.)  s/o 
Shams  uddin. 

Fatah  Mohammad  (retir- 
ed general)  s/o  Ghulam 
Hussein. 

AminuHah  (Dip.  Engin- 
eer) s/o  RahmaiuUah. 

Mohammad  Rasool  Fa- 
koor  (B.A.)  s/o  Sayed  Hus- 
sein. 

Enayat  Sharif  (B.A.  Eco- 
nomics) s/o  Mohammad 
Sharif. 

Sayed  Vousuf  Waezi 
(B.A.)  s/o  Mohammad  Is- 
mail. 

Emamuddin  Ghiyasi  (Phd. 
Plant  Protection)  s/o  Ja- 
maluddin. 

Sayed  Omar  Ziya  (Phd. 
Electrical  Eni^ineeiing)  s/o 
Mir  Ziauddin. 

Ahmad  Zia  (B  \.)  s/o  Mo- 
hammad Osman. 

Ainuddin  (Eingmeer)  s/o 
Ziauddin. 

Ata  Mohammad  (B.A ) 
s/o  Mohammad  Om-^r. 

Ghulam  Nabi  (B.A.)  s/o 
Ghulam  Jilani. 

Lai  Mohammad  (B.A.) 
s/o  Mohammad  Avoub. 

Mir  Ali  Ahmad  Hashimi 
(physician)  .s/o  Mir  Moha- 
mmad Hassan. 
Abdul  vSattar  ,  (B,A.)„  s/o 


Mohammad  Fazal. 

Waheed  Ahmad  (Msc. 
Tech.)  s/o  Ali  y\hmad. 

Sarwar  Ghuncha,  (Msc. 
Agriculture  and  Animal 
Husbandry)  s/o  Haii  Tora. 

Mohammad  Kabir  (Phd. 
Economics)  s/o  Mohammad 
Younus. 

The  following  were  elec- 
ted as  peoples  representati- 
ves to  the  first  Loya  Jirgah 
of  Republic  of  Afghanistan. 

KABUL  PROVINCE: 

Kabul  city:  Kubra  Prof. 
Dr.  Abdul  Fatah  Hamrah 
and  Mohammad  Sharif. 
Kabul  woleswalis:  Prof. 
Habibur  Rahman  Hala. 
from  Mir  Bacha  Kot, 
Ghulam  Nabi  Bayer  from 
Chardehi,  Mohammad  Ali 
from  Paghman,  Mohammad 
Anwar  from  Bagrami,  As- 
matullah  from  Sarobi,  Pr- 
of. Mir  Sharaffuddm  An- 
sari  from  Deh  Sjb/,  Abd- 
ullah Nek  from  Shakar  Da- 
ra,  and  Mohammad  Daoud 
from  Qara  Bagh. 

KANDAHAR  PROVINCE: 
Kandahar  city:  Moham- 
mad Daoud  and  Khair  Mo- 
hammad. 
Kandahar  woleswalis: 
Abdullah  from  Dand, 
Abdul  Karim  from  Spinbo- 
Idak^  Amanullah  from  Ar- 
ghistan,  Mohammad  Us- 
man  from  Khakrez,  Abdul 
Halim  from  Panjwayee,  Ab- 
dul Wahab  from  Maiwand, 
Lai  Mohammad  from  Shah 
Wall  Kot,  Nazar  Moham- 
mad from  Shorai>cik,  Ghul- 
am Ali  from  Maroof,  Gh- 
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ulam  Rasul  from  Shekai, 
and  Hayyatullah  from  Ar- 
ghandab. 

HERAT  PROVINCE: 
Herat  city:    Najiba  and 
Ali  Aqa  Munajem  Bashi, 

Herat  woleswalis:  Mo- 
hammad Abubakr  from  Gh- 
oriyan^  Ghulam   Rasul  Ha- 
qiqi  from  Anjeel,  Akhtar 
Mohammad  from  Obeh,  Mo- 
hammad Amin  from  Zinda 
Jan,  Abdul  Baqx    from  Ad- 
reskan,     Aminuliah  from 
Karukh,  Abdul  Hadi  from 
Pashtoon  Zarghoon,  Abdul 
Karim  Tamana   from  Gul- 
lan,  Abdul  Rahim  Ranjoor 
from  Keshk,    Saleh  Moha- 
mmad from    Guzara  and 
Haji  Azam  from  Kohsan. 
NANGARHAR  PROVINCE: 
Jalalabad   city:    Jan  Mo- 
hammad and  Dr.    Tara  Sin- 
gh. 

Nangarhar  woleswalis  and 
loi  woleswalis:    Sayyed  Ba- 
hram  Shah  from  Shinwar 
Mohammad  Hashim  Zama- 
ni  from  Kunarha,  Walla 
Jan  from  Khugyani,  Haji 
Sardar  from  Mohmand  Da- 
ra,  Mohammad  Aman  from 
Kuzkunar,  Gul  Mohammad 
from  Achin,  Sardar  Khan 
from  Deh  Balla,  Abdulla  fr- 
om SurKhrod,  Shrindil  from 
Kamma,  Matteehullah  from 
Rodat^  Abdul  Wahab  from 
Hesarak,  Foolad   from  Na- 
zyan,  Sayyed  Karam  from 
Goshta,  Mohammad  Sediq 
from  Dara  Pech,  Moham- 
mad Jan  from  Khas  Kunar, 
Mohammad     Taher  from 
Chauki,  Abdul  Jabar  from 
Kamdesh,  Noor  Satar  from 
Sarkani,  Abdullah  Gham- 


khor  from  Asmar  and  Muh- 
din  from  Kuchiha. 
LAGHMAN  PROVINCE: 
Meeterlam  city:    Dr.  Ja- 
nan. 

Laghman  v^^oleswaiis:  Ab- 
dul Qadir  from  Nooristan^ 
Abdul  Razaq    from  Aligh- 
ang,  Sayyed  Abbas  from 
Qarghai  and  Abdul   Hai  f r- 
Alinegar. 
GHAZNI  PROVINCE: 
Ghazni     city:  Abdullah 
Shamimi  and  Ilabibiullah. 

Ghazni    Loi  woleswalis 
and  woleswalis:   Neyaz  Mo- 
hammad from  Katawaz,  Sa- 
yyed Jaffar  from  Ander, 
Ghulam  Ali  from  Nawar, 
Mohammad  Kafiq   from  Sh- 
arand,    Mohammad  Jaffar 
from  Malistan;  Abdul  Sa- 
1am  from  Nawa,  Mohamm- 
ad Khan  from  Waza  Khwah, 
Akhtar  Jan  from  Qara  Ba- 
gh,  Ghulam  Ali  from  Ja- 
khori,    Shuja  Mohammad 
from   Jaghatu,    Fazai  Ah- 
mad from  Maqar  and  Bokh- 
tpur  and  Sanvar  from  Ku- 
chiha. 
BALKH  PROVINCE: 
Mazari  Sharif  city:  Gh- 
ulam   Mohammad  Urmur 
and  Faizullah. 
Balkh  woleswalis: 
Jallad  Khan  from  Balkh, 
Daoud  from   Nahre  Shahi, 
Noor  Mohammyd  from  Sh- 
olgara,  Faizujlah  from  Da- 
ulatabad,     Rahman  Berdi 
from  Shor     Tf-pa,  Abdul 
Rahim  from  Charbolak,  and 
Amir  Mohammad  from  Ch~ 
emtal. 

ZABUL  UROVINCE: 
Kalat  city:    Abdul  Qa- 
dir. 
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Zabul  woieiwalis:  Man- 
gaj  from  Dai  Chupan^  Haji 
Kamal  from  Shinkai,  Dil- 
bar  Khan  from  Tamak— 
Jildak,  Mohammad  Karim 
from  Shah  Joi,  ^nd  Abdul 
Jalil  from  Arghandab. 

UREZGAN  PROVINCE. 

Terinkot    city:    Iddi  Mo- 
hammiad. 

Urezgan  woleswalis:  Mo- 
hammad Qasim  from  Dai- 
kundi,  Suhrab  Ali  from  Sh- 
ahristan,  Mohammad  Ha- 
nif  from  Gazab,  Labor  fr- 
om Ajristan,  Nazar  Moham- 
mad from  Chorra,  Ghulam 
Haider  from  Kajran,  Ab- 
dul Qayeum  from  Dehra- 
ood,  and  Abdul  Rahman 
from  Khas  Urezgan. 

HELMAND  PROVINCE: 

Bost  city:  Sultan  Sik- 
ander. 

Helmand  wolesvvaUs: 

Peer  Mohammad  from 
Nahre  Seraj,  Agha  Moha- 
mmad from  Nauzad,  Fai- 
zullah  from  Mosa  Qala, 
Mohammad  Nairn  from  Ga- 
rmseer,  Khudai  Dad  fr- 
om Nad!  Ali,  Ghulam  Sar- 
war  from  Baghran.  Zarif 
from  Nawai  Barkzai,  and 
SVlohammad  Zaman  from 
Desho. 

PAKTHIA  PROVINCE: 

Gardez  city:  Faiz  Moh- 
ammad and  Gul  Ahmad. 

Pakthia  loi  woleswalis 
and  woleswalis:  Sher  Ah- 
mad from  Urgoon,  Abresh- 
meen  from  Khosit,  Khuw- 
aja  from  Jani  Khail,  Mirza 
Shah  from  Tani,  Mira  Jan 
from  Jadran,  Mohammad 
Anwar  from  Zurmat,  Sul- 
tan Mohammad  from  Cha- 


mkani^  Mohammad  Omar 
from  Jaji,  Nehmat  from 
Gomal,  Kuteb  Khan  from 
Saperra,  Abdul  Ghani  from 
Sayyed  Karam,  Musa  Jan 
from  Musa  Khail  and  Ba- 
rakut  Ullah  from  Jaji  Ma- 
iddan. 

NIMROZ  PROVINCE: 
Zaranj  city:    Faiz  Mo- 
hammad. 

Nimroz  woleswalis:  Mo- 
hammad Sharif  from  As^el 
Chaqaasoor,  Mohammad  Jan 
from  Charborjak,  and  Mo- 
hammad Hussein  from 
Kang. 

GHOR  PROVINCE: 

Cheghcharan  city:  Noor 
Mohammad. 

Ghor  woleswalis:  Sayy- 
ed Anwar  from  Ahahrak, 
Mohammad  Hussein  from 
Teurra,  Abdul  Satar  from 
Tolak,  Mohammad  Amir 
Beg  from  Lai  Sarjungle, 
and  Amurrudin  from  Pas- 
saband.  - 

FARIAB  PROVINCE: 

Maimana  city:  Mohr 
mmad  Omar. 

Fariab  wolesawlis:  Ab- 
dul Rasul  from  Andkhoi, 
Ghulam  Sakhi  Larmal  from 
Pashtoon  Kot,  Kashmir 
from  Bulcheragh  Moham 
mad  Azlim  from  Sherintar 
gab,  Abdul  Qad'r  from 
Qaisar,  Juma  Eshan  from 
Daulatabad,  nnd  NassruUah 
from  Darzab. 

TAKHAR  PROVINCE: 

Taluqan  city  :  Abdul  Mo- 
been,  Takhar  Woleswalis; 
Karimullah  from  Rustaq, 
Naeb  Juma  from  Yangiqala, 
Mohammad  Sarwar  from. 
Eshkamesh,  Abdul  Wahh 
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id  from  Farkhar,    Mir  Gh- 

ulam    Haider   from  Chaab 

and  Abdul      Rash  id  from 

Khuwaja  Gliar. 

BADAKHSHAN  PROVIN- 
CE: 

Faizabad  city  :  Abdul 
Hafiz: 

Badakhshan  vvolesalis: 
Sayyed  Mohamiiiad  Akbar 
from  Darwaz,  Mohammad 
Mohsen   from  Juim  Wakil 
Mirza     Mohammad  froui 
Eshkashim,  Barakot  Ahmad 
from  Keshim,  and  Khuwaja 
Berdi  from  Wakhan. 
PAR  WAN  PROVINCE: 
Charikar  city:     Mir  Gha- 
usuddin. 

Parwan  Un  woleswalis 
and  woleswalis:  Savved  As- 
ghar  from  Ghorband,  Ab- 
dul Qayeum  Atcayee  from 
panjsheer,  Yar  Mohammad 
from  Jabul  Seraj,  Abdul 
Rahman  from  Bagram,  Fa~ 
ramerz  from  Surkh  Parsa, 
Mohammad  Assif  from  Ka- 
pisa  centre,  SaduHah  from 
Tagab,  Abdul  Wahid  from 
Kohistan^  and  Abd  il  Qasim 
from  Nejrab. 

LOGAR  PROVINCE: 
PuH  Alam    city.  Moham- 
mad Assif  Sarwari. 

logar  woleswalis:  Karim 
Dad  from  Mohammad  Agha, 
Shah  Mahmoad  from  Az 
roo,  Sayyed  Ahmai  from 
Baraki  Barak,  and  Moham- 
mad Noor  from  Kudiiha 
KUNDUZ  PROVINCE: 
Kunduz  city:  Aziza  and 
Mohammad  Anwar  Rasuli. 
Kunduz  woleswalis:  Abdul 
Hakim  from  Imam  Saheb, 
Nehmatullah   from  Khanab- 
ad,  Qalander    from  Archi, 


Saffar  Mohammad  from 
Qala  Zal,  and  Mohammad 
Gulab    from  Chardara. 
BAMIYAN  PROVINCE: 
Bamiyan    city    :  Abdul 
Malik. 

Bamiyan  woleswalis:  Yu- 
sof  from  Punjab,  Sheikh 
Mohsen  from  Waras  Say- 
yed Habibullah  from  Ya- 
kaulang,  and  Sayyed  Shah 
from  Saighan  Kahmard 
JAUZJAN  PROVINCE: 
Shiberghan  city  :  Egum 
Berdi: 

Jauzjan  woleswalis:  We- 
saluddin  from  Sang  Cha- 
rak,  Suhbet  from  Aqcha, 
Sayyed  Mohammad  from 
Sari  Pul,  Khedr  from  Qar- 
qeen,  and  Rahman  Nazar 
from  Mang  Jek. 

BAGHLAN  PROVINCE: 
Baghlan  centre:  Moha- 
mmad Salem. 

Baghlan  vvolesaUst:  Sul- 
tan Ahmad  Raufi  from 
Puli  Khumri,  Mohammad 
Sharif  from  Nahreen,  Eddi 
Mohammad  Khursand  from 
Andrab,  Ghaffar  from  Kh- 
ostfreng^  and  Khairuddin 
from  Doshi. 

FARAH  PROVINCE: 
Farah  city:     Abdul  Razq. 
Farah  woleswalis:  Abdul 
Rashid  from  Bakwa,  Mo- 
hammad Ismael  from  Shin- 
dand,  Mir  Mohammad  Ayub 
from  Anar  Dara,  Ghaffar 
from  Purchaman,  Sibghatul- 
lah  from  Gulistaa,  Fajz  Mo- 
qimuddin  from  Qala  Kah, 
Ghulam  Mohammad  from 
Lash  Javeen,  and  Mohamm- 
ad Omar  from  E^alabolak. 
SAMANGAN  PROVINCE: 
Aibak  city  :  Ghulam  Sed- 
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iq. 

Samangan  wolesvvalis  : 
Jahangir  from  Dara  Soof 
Najiba  from    Khulm  and, 
Noor  Mohammad   from  Roi 
Doaab. 

BADGHIS  PROVINCE: 
Qalai  Nau  city:  Abuba- 
kr  MahzQon. 

Badghis  \vOleswalis:  Jai- 
lani  from  Murkhab,  Abdul 
Zahir  from  Qadis,  Moham- 
mad Assif  from  Javaiid, 


and  Baz  Mohammad  from 

Ghormach. 
WARDAK  PROVINCE: 
Maidan  Shahr  city:  Ha- 
yyatuUah. 

Wardak  wolesv/alir,:  Mo- 
hammad Nassir  Hassanza- 
da  from  Behsood  centre, 
Sultan  Mohammad  from 
Sayyed  Abad,  Mohammad 
Mohsen  Tahiri  from  Chaki 
Wardak,  Mohammad  Ishaq 
from  first  part  of  Behsood. 
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President  Daoud  signs 
Constitution  of  Republic 


The  President  of  the 
Republic  Mohammad  Da- 
oud signed  the  Constitution 
of  the  Repubhc  on  Feb.  24, 
1977  in  the  'name  of  Almi- 
ghty God  for  the  wellbeing 
of  the  people  and  progress 
of  the  country. 

The  Leader  of  the  Revo- 
lution at  the  ceremony  said 
this  national  charter  which 
is  adopted  for  securing  so- 
cial justice,  and  realisation 
of  real  democracy  based 
on  serving  the  people  of 
Afghanista'n,  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of 
the  time  ensures  the  well- 
being  and  prosperity  of  the 
people  and  the  progress  of 
the  country  in  all  aspects  of 
life. 

The  President  said  it  is 
my  hope  that  Almighty 
God  enable  us  all^  wherev- 
er and  in  whatever  position 
we  are,  to  apply  the  values 
embodied  in  the  Constitu- 
tion with  complete  faith, 
selflessness,  in  a  cooperati- 
ve, brotherly  and  sincere 
spirit  in  the  way  of  pros- 
perity and  tranquility  of 
the  people  and  progress  of 
our  country. 

The  Leader  of  the  Revo- 
hition  added  that  with  the 
signing  of  this  Constitution, 


which  opens  a  new  chapter 
in  socio-political  and  econo- 
mic life  of  the  country,  our 
responsibilities  become  mo- 
re grave. 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public said  the  application 
of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Republic    of  Afghanistan 
which  is  inspired  by  the 
aspirations   of  the  noble  na- 
tion of  Afghanistan  requ- 
ires exertions,  selflessness 
and  sincere    and  close  coo- 
peration of  all  the  citizens. 

The  President  prayed  to 
Almighty  God  that  the  en- 
forcement of  this  Constitu- 
tion will  be  cause  for  the 
wellbeing,  and  honour  of 
the  noble  Afghan  nation, 
and  progress  of  the  couti- 
try  in  the  light  of  the  Re^ 
publican  regime.  The  cere- 
mony which  took  place  at 
the  Presidential  Palace  at 
10  a.m.  was  attended 
by  members  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  Central  Co- 
mmittee. 

After  the  signing  cerem- 
ony members  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  Central 
Committee  individually  of- 
fered their  congratulations 
to  the  President  of  the  Re- 
public and  prayed  to  Al- 


153 


mighty  God  for  further  pro- 
gress and  welfare  of  Af- 
ghanistan under  the  wise 
leadership  of  the  President 
of  the  Repubhc  of  Afgha- 
nistan Mohammad  Daoud. 

Foiiowing  the  sig'ning  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  by 
the  President  of  the  Repu- 
blic, Mohammad  Daoud, 
the  Presidential  Office,  in 
accordance  with  Presiden- 
tial Decree  No.  2642  dated 
7/12/1355,  and  in  accordan- 
ce with  the  provision  of 
Article  123  of  the  Consti- 
tution released  the  follow- 
ing announcement    on  Feb. 

26,  1977: 

On  Saratan  26,  1352,  a 
great  revolution  took  place 
in  the  country,  aVid  the 
Head  of  State  and  the  Cen- 
tral Committee,  to  ensure 
public  order  and  tranqui- 
lity, felt  bound  to  declare 
Martial  Law  on  the  same 
day. 

Now  that  the  noble  peo- 
ple of  Afghanistan,  thro- 
ugh their  representatives  to 
the  Loya  Jirgah  have  suc- 
ceeded to  adopt  the  Cons- 
titution of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  in  a  most  sii^ 
cere,  brotherly  and  equita- 
ble atmosphere,  and  the 
affairs  of  the  state  follow 
a  normal,  lawful  course, 
and  since  the  President  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanist- 
an signed  and  proclaimed 
the  Constitution  on  Feb.  24, 
1977,  hence,  with  reliance 
on  Almighty  God,  and  the 


complete  confidence  of  the 
President  of  the  Republic 
in  wisdom  of  the  people  of 
Afghanistan,  declares  the 
following  for  the  informa- 
tion of  compatriots: 

1.  Martial  Law  which 
was  imposed  on  Saratan  26, 
1352  (July  17,  1973)  thro- 
ugh the  proclamation  of  the 
Republic,  is  ended  with 
the  signing  and  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  Constitu- 
tio'n  of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan. 

2.  The  President  of  the 
Republic  declares  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Central  Co- 
mmittee. 

3.  On  the  basis  of  the 
provisions  of  Article  123 
of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  the 
decree  of  dissolution  of  the 
government  was  issued  by 
the  President  of  the  Re- 
public. The  President  of  the 
Republic  also  directs  that 
until  formation  of  the  new 
government  the  deputy  mi- 
nisters conduct  the  affairs 
of  the  ministries. 

In  the  light  of  this  state- 
ment I  expect  all  the  dear 
citizens  of  Afghanistan  to 
be  conscious  of  their  nati- 
onal duties  in  accordance 
with  the  values  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  to  cooperate 
as  necessary  for  participa- 
tion in  national  life  in  the 
light  of  directives  of  the 
law. 

Mohammad  Daoud, 
President  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan. 
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The  motorcade  of  the  Leader  of  Revolution     on  arrival  at  Loya  Jirgah. 

Thousands  of  Kabul  citizens  have  gathered  near  Loya  Jirgah  hall  to  greet 
the  Leader  of  Revolution. 


The  Leader  of  Revolution  entering  Loya  Jirgah  hall  amids  cheers  of  Loya  Jir- 
gah  members. 

The  Leader  of  Revolution  addressing  the  first  Loya  Jirgah  of  the  Republican 
State  of  Afghanistan. 


Some  members  of  the  committee  which  studied  the  constitution  of  the  Re- 
public. 

Representatives  of  the  nation  unanimously  vote  for  the  election  of  Moha- 
mmad Daoud  as  first    pres  ident  of  the    Republic    of  Afghanistan. 


Members  of  the  Loya  Jirgah  expressing  their  pleasure  over  the  election 
Mohammad  Daoud  as    first  President  of  the  Republic  of  Afghanistan. 

President  Daoud     among  Loya  Jirgah  members. 


Some  women's  representatives  of  the  Loya  Jirgah  congratulating  Pregident 
Daoud  on  his  election. 


President  Daoud    shaking  hands  with  some  members  of  the  Loya  Jirgah. 


Members  of  Loya  Jirgah  congratulating     Presid-  ent  Daoud  on  his  election. 

President  Mohammad  Daoud  seen  with  some  members  of  the  Lova  Jir- 
gah. 


President  Daoud     talking  with  some  members   of  the  Loya  Jirgah. 
President  Daoud    shaking  hands  with  members  of  the  Cabinet,  and  Central 


Committee. 


President  Mohammad  Daoud  is  talking  with  some  members  of  the  Loya  Jir- 
gah. 

Mohammad  Nairn  talking  with  some  members    of  the  Loya  Jirgah. 


President-elect    Moham  mad  Daoud  taking  the  oath  of  office  of  the  President 
of  the  Republic  on  February  15,  1977. 

President  of  the    Republic  leaving  the  Loya  Jirgah  hall  amids  cheers  of  the 
members  of  the  Loya  Jirgah. 


Constitution  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanista 


February  27,  1977. 


PROMULGATION  Bl  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 

REPUBUC  OF  AFGHANISTAN 


In  the  name  of  God  the  Great,  and  desirous  of 
the  prosperity  of  the  noble  people  of  Afghanistan,  I 
Mohammad  Daoud,  the  first  President  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan,  pursuant  to  the  mandate  unanimously 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  Representatives  of  the  First 
Loya  Jirgah  (1)  of  the  Republic  on  the  basis  of 
its  decision  of  Dalw  25th,  1355  A.H.,  (2)  this  day,  Thurs- 
day, Hoot  S,  1355  A.H.,  (3)  in  Kabul,  Capital  of  Afghan- 
istan, do  sign  this  Constitution  and  proclaim  its  enforce- 
ment. 


Mohammad  Daoud 
First  President  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan 
Hoot  5,  1355  A.H. 


Foot  Note: 

1—  Grand  Assembly. 

2— February  14,  1977. 

3—  February  24,  1977. 
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IN  THE  NAiME  OF  ALLAIL  THE  COMPASSIONATE,  THE  MERCIFUL 


PREAMBLE 


WHEREAS  nations  and  societies  in  the  course  of  history 
are  in  a  state  of  constant  transformation  and 
evolution;  atid, 

WHEREAS  this  reality  has  been  evident  throughout  the 
course  of  our  history  as  a  nation  and  as  a  part  of 
the  human  society,  therefore: 

TO      Secure  an  honourable  life  founded  on  the  firm 

pillars  of  justice  and  competence  and  abounding 
in  prosperity,  welfare  and  confidence; 

TO  secure  the  sacred  national,  social,  economic,  po- 
litical and  cultural  aspirations  of  the  Revolution 
of  Saratan  26,  of  the  year  1352; 

TO  strengthen  and  consolidate,  ever  increasingly,  na- 
tional unity,  security,  and  solidarity  and  to  en- 
sure social  justice  and  to  eliminate  contradictions 
in  a  positive  and  progressive  manner,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  realities  of  history,  national  cul- 
ture, and  the  objective  and  subjective  conditions 
prevailing  in  our  society; 

TO  respect  profoundly  the  glorious  history  and  the 
past  grandeur  of  the  people  of  our  country,  and 
their  persistent  struggle  for  the  preservation  of 
national  identity,  the  country's  independence,  and 
to  fulfil  their  historic  and  human  mission; 

WITH  trust  in  God  the  Great,  and  adhering  to  the  ba- 
sic principles  of  the  sacred  religion  of  Islam,  and 
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ULTIMATELY  in  ordei  co  achieve  all  these  aims  and 
objectives,  We  the  people  of  Afghanistan,  realiz- 
ing  the  conditions  and  requirements  of  the  time, 
have  resolveci  to  consolidate  our  national  life  on 
the  basis  of  liberty,  progress,  truth,  justice,  and 
peace  based  on  the  principles  of  brotherhood  and 
equality,  and  to  found  the  philosophy  of  life  and 
the  destiny  of  the  preseot  and  futiure  generaSoi^ 
of  the  country  in  acc<M?dance  with  the  fundmien- 
tal  and  economic  objectives  of  Afghanistan's  na- 
tional and  progressive  Revolution  of  Saratan  26, 
of  the  year  1352. 

WITH  the  realization  of  these  facts,  we  have  enacted 
this  national  document  as  the  Omstilution  of  the 
RepubUc  in  order  to  secure  the  prospe- 
rity, the  welfare,  and  the  spiritual  and  material 
advancement  of  ^e  noble  peqp^le  of  Afgh^fiistan, 
for  ourselves  mi  for  the  guidance  of  future  gene- 
rations. 
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IN  THE  NAME  OF  ALLAH,THE  COMPASSIONATE,  THE  MERCIFUL 


CHAPTER  ONE 

FUNDAMENTAL  OBJECTIVES 

ARTICLE  1 

To  defend  independence,  national  sovereignty  and 
territorial  integrity. 

ARTICLE  2 

To  exercise  power  by  the  people,  the  majority  of 
whom  consists  of  farmers,  workers,  the  enlightened 
people,  and  the  youth. 

ARTICLE  3 

To  strengthen  unity  of  thought  and  action  for  the 
full  participation  or  the  people  in  the  construction,  and 
material  and  spiritual  development,  of  the  country. 

ARTICLE  4 

To  secure  democracy  based  on  social  justice  and 
the  interests  of  the  people. 

ARTICLE  5 

To  respect  human  liberty  and  dignity  and  to  elimi- 
nate all  forms  of  torture  and  discrimination. 

ARTICLE  6 

To  ever  increase  the  stability  and  consolidation  of 
the  Republican  Order. 

ARTICLE  7 

To  institute  constant,  profound,  and  basic  economic 
and  social  changes  based  on  the  principles  and  values 
enshrined  in  this  Constitution  to  secure  the  interests  of 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  Afghanistan. 
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ARTICLE  8 

To  eliminate  exploitation  iii  all  its  forms  and  ma- 
nifestations. 

ARTICLE  9 

To  guarantee  the  right  to  work. 

ARTICLE  10 

To  ensure  and  to  generalise  compulsory  primary 
education,  to  expand  and  develop  general  and  vocation- 
al secondary  education  and  higher  education,  free  of 
charge,  in  order  to  train  and  form  scientific  and  tech- 
nical cadres  to  serve  the  people. 

ARTICLE  11 

To  expand  and  broaden  preventive  and  curative 
medicine  for  the  preservation  and  improvement  of 
public  health. 

ARTICLE  12 

To  respect  the  principles  of  the  Charter  of  the 
United  Nations,  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights,  and  to  support  just  peace. 

Ultimately,  the  formation  of  a  prosperous  and 
progressive  society  on  the  basis  of  brotherhood,  equa- 
lity, co-operation,  and  the  peservation  of  human  dign- 
ity. 
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Dr.  Abdul  Majid,  Minister 
of  State. 


Prof.  Wafiullah  Samayee, 
Minister  of  Justice. 


Abdul  Kadir^  Minister  of 
Interior. 


Prof.  Dr.    Ghulam  Sediq 
Mohebi,  Minister  of  Higher 
Education 


ARTICLE  18 

The  trade  of  the  country,  based  on  the  principle  of 
guided  trade,  shall  be  regulated,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  in  the  interest  of  the  majority 
of  the  people. 

ARTICLE  m 

Taxes  shall  be  collected  on  the  basis  of  social  jus- 
tice in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
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Ghausuddin  Faeq,  Minis- 
ter of  Public  Works. 


Pror.  Dr.  Abdurrahim  Ne- 
vin,  Minister  of  Information 
and  Culture. 

fiiiiiiiilli 

'■/•**/-'!v^^^^^^^  '•*■  *•*'  ' 

^^^^^^^^ 


All  Ahmad  Khuram,  Mi- 
nister of  Planning. 


E'ng.  Abdul  Karim  Atta- 
yee,  Minister  of  Communi- 
cations. 


The  definition  and  the  proportions  of  the  flag  and 
the  national  emblem  shall  be  regulated  by  law. 

ARTICLE  25 

The  Armed  Forces  of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan, loyal  to  the  objectives  of  the  National  Revo- 
lution and  abiding  to  national  traditions,  shall  be  at  the 
service  of  the  people  under  the  orders  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Armed  Forces  to  defend  the 
territory  of  Afghanistan  and  they  shall  participate  in 
national  activities  through  the  High  Council  of  the  Ar- 
med Forces. 

ARTICLE  26 

The  administration  of  Afghanistan  is  based  upon 
the  principle  of  centralisation  in  accordance  with  the 

provisions  of  the  law. 

The  capital  of  Afghanistan  is  the  City  of  Kabul. 
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CHAPTER  FOUR 


RIGHTS  AND  OBLIGATIONS  OF  THE  PEOPLE 

ARTICLE  27 

All  the  people  of  Afghanistan,  both  women  and 
men,  without  discnmination  and  privilege,  have  equal 
rights  and  obligations  before  the  law. 


ARTICLE  28 

Liberty  is  the  natural  right  of  human  beings,  un- 
less It  harms  or  damages  the  liberty  and  dignity  of 
others,  or  the  benefit  and  security  of  the  public  and 
the  national  interests. 

This  right  shall  be  regulated  by  law. 

ARTICLE  29 

Every  Afghan  who  attains  the  age  of  eighteen  has 
the  right  to  vote  hi  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  law. 

ARTICLE  ,^0 

Innocence  is  the  original  state.  The  accused  is  recocr- 
nised  to  be  innocent  unless  found  guilty  by  a  final  judg- 
ment of  a  competent  court. 

No  deed  ca^i  be  considered  a  crime  except  by  virtue 
of  the  law^ 

No  one  can  be  punished  except  by  the  judgment  of 
a  competent  court. 

No  one  can  be  punished  except  by  the  provisions 
of  the  law  in  force  prior  to  the  commission  of  the  act 
with  which  the  accused  is  charged. 

No  one  can  be  pursued,  arrested,  or  detained  ex- 
cept in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
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ARTICLE  31 

Crime  is  a  pf^r^onal  deed. 

The  pursuit,  anest,  or  detention  of  the  accused,  and 
the  execution  of  a  sentence  against  him  shall  not  affect 

any  other  person. 

Torturing,  and  imposing  punishment  incompatible 
with  human  dignity  is  not  permissible. 

Every  person  has  the  right  to  appoint  defence  coun- 
sel for  the  defence  of  a  charge  legally  brought  against 
him. 

AimCLE  32 

The  indebtedness  of  one  person  to  another  person 
cannot  cause  the  deprivation  or  limitation  of  the  liberty 

of  the  debtor. 

The  method  and  means  of  recovering  debts  shall  be 

regulated  by  law. 

ARTICLE  33 

Every  Afghan  has  the  right  to  travel  and  settle 
anywhere  within  the  territory  of  his  country,  except  m 
areas  prohibited  by  the  law. 

Every  Afghan  also  has  the  right  to  travel  abroad 
and  return  to  his  Homeland  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law. 

ARTICLE  34 

No  Afghan  can  be  sentenced  to  exile  withm  or 

outside  of  Afghanistan. 

No  person  can  be  sentenced  so  as  to  forbid  him 
from  residing  at  a  given  place  or  from  moving  there- 
from, except  in  circumstances  permitted  by  law  tor 
ensuring  the  public  security  and  interests. 

No  Afghan  .reused  of  a  crime  shall  be  extradited 
to  a  foreign  state. 

ARTICLE      35  ,  ,  i 

The  residence  of  a  person  is  inviolable. 
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No  person,  including  the  State,  can  enter  or  search 
residence  of  a  person  without  the  permission  of  S 
res  dent   or  a  warrant  of  a  competent  court,  and  ex- 
Se  law  procedures  specified  in 

offidll  'n'  '  ^^^^^^^sed  crime,  the  responsible 

official,  on  his  own  responsibility,  can  enter  or  search 
a  residence  of  a  person  without  the  permission  of  the 
resident  or  the  prior  permission  of  the  court. 

The  official  is  bound  to  obtain  the  order  of  the  court 
attcr  such  entry  or  search,  within  the  time  the  law 
deterarincs. 


ARTICLE  36 

Property  is  inviolable. 

No  person's  property  shall  be  confiscated  without 
the  provision  of  the  law  and  the  decision  of  a  competent 
court. 

The  expropriation  of  private  property  is  permitted 
only  by  virtue  of  the  law  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring 
the  interests  of  the  public  and  in  exchange  for  just 
compensation. 

No  person  sJiali  be  prohibited  from  acquiring  pro- 
perty and  exercising  the  right  of  ownership  therein, 
except  within  the  limits  of  the  law. 

The  ways  of  utilizing  property  shall  be  regulated 
and  guided  by  the  law  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  the 
interests  of  the  public. 


ARTICLE  37 

Freedom  and  secrecy  of  communications  of  per- 
sons, whether  in  written  form,  or  by  telephone  and  tele- 
graph, or  other  means,  are  inviolable. 

The  State  does  not  have  the  right  to  search  commu- 
nications of  persons,  except  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 
of  the  law. 

In  urgent  cases  which  shall  be  defined  by  law,  the 
responsible  official  without  prior  permission  of  the 
court,  can  search  communications  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility. 
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The  official  is  bound  to  obtain  the  order  of  the 
court,  after  carrying  out  such  a  search,  within  the  time 
the  law  deternn'nes. 

ARTICLE  38 

Frecdoni  of  thought  and  expression  are  inviolable. 

Every  Afghan  has  the  right  to  express  his  thought 
through  speech,  writing,  pictures,  or  similar  means,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

Permission  and  the  right  to  establish  printing  hou- 
ses and  to  issue  publications  shall  be  granted  only  to 
citizens  of  Afghanista'n  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  law. 

The  establishment  of  large  printing  houses  and  the 
establishment  and  operation  of  public  radio  and  televis- 
ion transmitters  are  the  exclusive  right  of  the  State. 

ARTICLE  39 

The  citizens  of  Afghanistan  have  the  right  to  assem- 
ble for  securing  permissible  and  peaceful  objectives, 
without  carrying  weapons,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law. 

ARTICLE  40 

For  the  refiedion  of  social  demands  and  for  the 
political  education  of  the  people  of  Afghanistan,  until 
such  time  as  this  aspiration  is  realised  and  attains  its 
natural  maturity,  the  one  party  system  led  by  Hezbe 
Enqelabe  Meli,  (6)  which  is  the  founder  and  vanguard 
of  the  popular  and  progressive  Revolution  of  Saratan  26, 
of  the  year  13vS2,  of  the  people  of  Afghanistan,  will 
prevail  in  the  country. 

ARTICLE  41 

Work  is  the  rirjit,  honour,  and  duty  of  every  Afghan 
who  has  the  capability  of  doing  it. 

The  major  purpose  of  the  laws  that  shall  be  pro- 
mulgated to  regulate  work  is  to  reach  the  stage  in 


(6)    National  Revolution  Party. 
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which  the  rights  and  interests  of  all  toilers,  farmers, 
workers,  and  trades  are  protected,  suitable  working  con. 
ditions  provided,  and  in  which  relations  between  the 
worker  and  the  employer  are  regulated  on  a  just  and 
progressive  basis. 

The  choice  of  work  and  vocation  is  free,  within  the 
terras  determined  by  law. 

ARTICLE  42 

Citizens  of  Afghanistan  shall  be  admitted  to  the 
service  of  the  Sta^-e  on  the  basis  of  merit,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

ARTICLE  43 

The  imposition  of  forced  labour  is  -not  permissible, 
even  for  the  State. 

The  prohibition  of  forced  labour  shall  not  bar  the 
application  of  the  laws  that  shall  be  promulgated  for 
the  regulation  of  collective  activity  to  secure  the  public 
interest. 

ARTICLE  44 

Every  Afghan  is  bound  to  pay  tax  and  duty  to  the 
State. 

No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  levied  without  the  provision 
of  the  law. 

The  amount  of  tax  and  duty  and  the  method  of 
their  payment  shall  be  determined  by  law,  with  consid- 
eration to  social  justice. 

This  provision  shall  also  apply  to  foreign  persons. 

ARTICLE  45 

The  defence  of  the  Homeland  is  the  sacred  duty  of 
all  citizens  of  Afghanistan. 

All  citizens  of  Afghanistan  are  bound  to  serve  under 
the  Flag  (7),  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law. 


(7)  Military  Service 
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ARTICLE  46 

Adherence  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
loyalty  to  the  objectives  of  the  Revolution  of  Saratan 
26,  of  the  year  1552,  and  to  the  Republican  Order,  res- 
pc  ct  for  the  President  of  the  Republic,  obedience  to 
the  laws,  observanc(i  of  public  order  and  security,  pro- 
tection of  the  interests  of  the  Homeland,  and  participa- 
tion ill  the  national  life  is  the  duty  of  all  the  people  of 
Afghanistan. 

ARTICLE  47 

No  one  can  harm  national  independence,  territorial 
integrity,  national  unity,  and  the  dictates  of  the  inter- 
ests Of  the  majority  of  the  people,  or  the  objectives  of 
the  Revolution  of  Saratan  26,  of  the  year  1352,  by  the 
exercise  of  the  rights  and  freedoms  embodied  in  this 
Constitution. 
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CHAPTER  FIVE 


THE  MELI  JIRGAH 


ARTICLE  48 

The  Meli  Jirgah  of  Afghanistan  is  where  the  will 
of  the  people  is  manifested  and  it  represents  the  whole 

of  the  nation. 

ARTICLE  49 

Members  of  the  Meli  Jirgah,  fifty  per  cent  of  whom 
shall  be  composed  of  farmers  and  workers,  shall  be 
nominated  by  the  party  and  shall  be  elected  by  the 
people  m  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law 
for  a  period  of  four  years  through  free,  universal,  sec- 
ret, and  direct  elections. 

For  this  purpose,  Afghanistan  shall  be  divided  into 

electoral  constituencies. 

The  number  and  the  size  of  the  constituencies  shall 

be  determined  by  law. 

ARTICLE  50 

The  procedure  and  conditions  of  the  election  of  the 
deputies  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  and  their  duties  shall  be 
regulated  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

The  method  of  verification  of  the  authenticity  of 
membership  documents,  and  the  consideration  of  ob- 
jections to  the  legality  of  the  election  of  a  deputy  shall 
take  place  in  accordance  with  the  Rules  of  Procedure  of 
the  Meli  Jirgah. 

ARTICLE  51 

The  membership  privilege  of  a  deputy  shall  only  be 
withdrawn  by  agreement  of  two  thirds  of  the  members 
of  the  Meli  Jirgah. 
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ARTICLE  52 

The  qualitications  for  voters  shall  be  determined  by 

the  Electoral  law. 

To  be  elected  to  membership  in  the  Meli  Jirgah,  in 
addition  to  the  qualifications  for  voters,  a  person  must 

meet  the  following  qualifications: 

1-  -Have  acquii  ed  citizenship  of  the  State  of  Afgha- 

nistan at  least  ten  years  prior  to  the  date  of 

election; 

2-  Not  have  been  punished  by  a  court  with  depriva- 
tion of  political  rights; 

3-  "Have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  at  the  time 

of  election. 


ARTICLE  53 

Every  member  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  has  the  right  to 
express  h  s  views  within  the  Jirgah  on  any  subject  un- 
der discussion,  in  accordance  with  its  Rules  of  Procedure. 

ARTICLE      54  „  .       u     .  . 

No  member  ot  the  Meli  Jirgah  shall  be  subject  to 

legal  proceedings  for  expressing  any  view  or  opinion 

while  dischargini^  his  duties. 

Whenever  a  member  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  is  accused 
o[  an  offence,  the  responsible  official  shall  notify  the 
Meli  Jirgah  and  alter  the  said  Jirgah  grants  permission 
by  a  majority  vot^,  legal  proceedings  will  be  brought 
against  the  accused. 

In  the  case  of  a  witnessed  crime,  the  responsible 
official  can  bring  legal  proceedings  ^^^''''\}^%^^^^ 
rnd  arrest  him  without  the  permission  of  the  Jirgan. 

Whenever  legal  proceedings  require  detention  accor- 
dino  to  the  law,  the  responsible  official  is  bound  im- 
media.ely   to  notifv  the  Jirgah  of  the  matter  and  when 

JirgL  is  in  recess,  to  inform  the  Administrative 
Board  of  the  Jirgah. 

The  Administrative  Board  is  bound  to  notify  tjie 
Meli  Jirgah  of  the  matter  at  its  first  session  after  the 
recess. 
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ARTICLE  55 

The  Government  may  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Meli  Jirgah. 

The  Jirgah  may  demand  the  presence  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  at  its  meetings  and  put  ques- 
tions to  them. 

Deliberation  of  the  meetings  of  the  Meli  Jirgah 
shall  be  open,  unless  the  President  of  the  Republic  dec- 
lares the  meetir-g  to  be  a  closed  session. 

Likewise,  the  President  of  the  Meh  Jirgah,  any 
member  of  the  Government,  or  at  least  ten  members  of 
the  Meh  Jirgah  may  request  a  closed  meeting,  provided 
this  request  is  approved  by  the  Jirgah. 

No  one  shall  forcibly  enter  the  meeting  place  of  the 
M^ii  Jirgah.  \^io!ators  shall  be  punished  according  to 
the  provisions  of  thi,  law. 

ARTICLE  56 

Except  in  cases  explicitly  provided  in  this  Constitu- 
tion, decisions  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  shall  be  made  by  a 
majority  vote  of  the  members  present. 

ARTICLE  57 

The  Meli  Jirgafi  shall  hold  one  ordinary  session 
every  year  lor  fou'^  consecutive  months  beginning  on 
the  first  of  Qaus.  (8) 

ARTICLE  58 

The  Meli  Jirgah,  at  the  beginning  of  the  legislative 
term,  shall  elect  one  of  its  members  as  President. 

The  Jirgah,  at  the  beginning  of  its  annual  session, 
shall  elect  from  amongst  its  members  two  persons  as 
First  and  Second  Vice-Presidents  and  two  other  persons 
as  Secretary  and  Assistant  Secretary,  for  a  period  of 
one  year. 

The  above  mentioned  persons  shall  constitute  the 
Administrative  Board  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  and  must  be 
elected  within  a  maximum  period  of  fifteen  days  from 
the  beginning  of  the  session. 

(8)  Month  of  Qaus — falling  between  November  22 
and  December  21. 
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ARTICLE  59 

The  Meli  Jirgah,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  its  Rules  of  Procedure,  shall  appoint  committees  to 
undertake  detailed  and  thorough  study  of  the  subjects 
under  consideration 

ARTICLE  50 

The  Meli  Jirgah  shall  formulate  its  own  Rules  of 
Procedure. 

ARTICLE  61 

Appropriate  salaries  shall  be  fixed  for  the  members 
of  the  Meli  Jirgah  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  law. 

ARTICLE  62 

To  organize  the  vital  affairs  of  Afghanistan^  the 
Meli  Jirgah,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution,  after  studying  and  considering  draft  laws 
proposed  by  the  Government  and  the  Judicial  Organ, 
shall  adopt  nece^-sary  decisions  thereon. 

The  adoption  o{  decisions  on  the  budget,  the  ratifi- 
cation of  interna"  oral  treaties,  and  the  dispatch  of  de- 
tachments of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan  abroad  are  within  the  competence  of  the 
Meli  Jirgah. 

During  recess  or  the  dissolution  of  the  Meli  Jirgah, 
the  Government  may  draft  and  prepare  ordinances  for 
regulating  urgent  matters. 

These  ordmances  shall  come  into  force  after  signa- 
ture and  proclamation  by  the  President  of  the  Republic. 

These  ordinances  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Meh  Jir- 
gah for  a  decision  within  thirty  days  from  its  first 
meeting 

ARTICLE  63 

A  law  is  a  resolution  enacted  by  the  Meli  Jirgah 
and  signed  bv  tho  President  of  the  Republic. 

ARTICLE  64 

xMo  law  can  be  repugnant  to  the  basic  principles 
of  the  sacred  rel  sion  of  Islam,  the  Republican  Order, 
and  other  values  embodied  in  this  Constitution. 
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CHAPTER  SIX 


THE  LOYA  JIRGAH 


ARTICLE  65 

In  Afghanistan,  the  Loya  Jirgah  is  the  supreme  ma- 
nifestation of  the  power  and  will  of  its  people. 

The  Loya  Jirgah  is  composed  of: 

The  members  of  the  Meli  Jirgah; 

The  members  of  the  Central  Council  of  the  Party; 

The  members  of  the  Government  and  the  High 
,   Council  of  the  Armed  Forces; 

The  membeis  of  the  Supreme  Court; 

Five  to  eight  representatives  from  each  province: 

and, 

Thirty  members  who  shall  be  appointed  through  a 
decree  of  the  President  of  the  Republic. 

ARTICLE  66 

The  Loya  Jirgah  shall  be  convened  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  through  a  decree 
of  the  President  of  the  Republic. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  is  the  Chairman  oF 
the  Loya  Jirgah. 

In  the  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic,  the  Office  of  the  Presidency 
shall  convene  the  Loya  Jirgah  within  twenty  days  ot 
the  date  of  demise  or  resignation. 
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ARTICLE  «7 

The  Loy.i  Jirgah  shall  be  convened  under  the  chair- 
manshiD  of  the  President  of  the  Republic,  or  the  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  I  oya  Jirgah,  in  the  following  circum- 
stances : 

1—  The  enneiidment  of  the  Constitution; 

2 —  Tr.e  election,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  Republic: 

3 —  The  approval  of  declaration  of  war  and  of 
armisticf^;  and, 

4 —  Any  other  important  event  which  may  require 

the  approval  of  the  Loya  Jirgah. 

ARTICLE  68 

During  the  session  of  the  Loya  Jirgah,  the  piovi- 
sions  ot  Article  Fifty-Four  of  this  Constitution  shall  he 
applicable  to  its  members. 

ARTICLE  69 

The  deliberations  of  the  Loya  Jirgah  shall  be  open, 
unless  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the 
Government,  or  the  Central  Council  of  the  Party,  or 
thirty  members  of  the  Jirgah  request  their  secrecy  and 
the  Loya  Jirgah  approves  this  request. 

ARTICLE  70 

The  Loya  Jire^ah,  in  its  first  sitting  after  inaugura- 
tion, shall  elect  from  amongst  its  members  a  Vice-Chair- 
man  and  two  Secretaries  by  a  majority  vote  of  its 
members. 

ARTICLE  71 

Except  in  cases  exphcitly  provided  in  this  Constitu- 
tion, decisions  of  the  Loya  Jirgah  shall  be  adopted  by 
a  majority  vote  of  the  members  present. 

ARTICLE  n 

The  procedure  of  the  Loya  Jirgah  shall  be  regulat- 
ed by  law,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution. 
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ARTICLE  73 

The  Loya  Jirgah  shall  have  such  powers  as  are 
determined  in  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  74 

In  the  case  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Meh  Jirgah, 
its  members  shall  retain  their  status  as  members  of  the 
Loya  Jirgah  until  a  new  Meli  Jirgah  is  convened. 

When  the  Loya  Jirgah  is  in  session,  all  its  members 
shall  enjoy  equal  rights  regardless  of  office,  rank,  or 
duty. 
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CHAPTER  SEVEN 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  REPUBLIC 

ARTICLE  75 

The  President  of  the  Republic  is  the  head  of  the 
State  of  Afghanistan  and  shall  administer  and  guide 
through  the  organs  concerned,  those  functions  of  the 
Executive  and  the  Party  which  have  been  directly  en- 
trusted to  him,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Constitution  and  the   Charter  of  the  Party. 

ARTICLE  76 

The  President  of  the  Republic,  after  nomination  by 
the  Party,  shall  be  elected  by  the  Loya  Jirgah  with  a 
two-thirds  majority  vote  of  its  members  for  a  term  of 
six  years. 

ARTICLE  77 

The  President  of  the  Repubhc  must  be  a  citizen  of 
Afghanistan  and  a  Muslim;  both  he  and  his  spouse  must 
be  born  of  Afghan  parents.  The  President  must  enjoy 
civil  and  political  rights  and  must  not  be  under  forty 
years  of  age. 

ARTICLE  78 

The  President  of  the  Republic  shall  have  the  follow- 
ing powers  and  duties: 

1—  Supreme  command  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the 
country. 

2—  Declaring  war  and  armistice  with  the  advice  of 
the  Loya  Jirgah. 

In  the  case  in  which  an  immediate  and  open 
danger  threatens  independence  and  territorial 


195 


integrity,  or  in  other  urgent  circumstances,  the 
President  of  the  Republic  may  make  exceptional 
decisions,  and  convene  the  Loya  Jirgah. 
3~-Declaring  a  state  of  emergency  and  its  termina- 
tion. 

4_--Convening  and  inaugurating  the  Loya  Jirgah. 

5  Inaugurating  the  ordinary  sessions  of  the  MeH 

Jirgah  and  convening  and  inaugurating  its  extra- 
ordinary sessions. 

6—  Dissolving  the  Meli  Jirgah  and  decreeing  new 
elections.  New  elections  shall  be  held  withm 
three  months  from  the  date  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  Meli  Jirgah. 

7—  Consolidating  national  unity  and  upholding  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  Afghanistan. 

8—  ^Guiding  and  harmonising  the  country's  domestic 

and  foreign  policy  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Constitution. 

9—  Conmiuting  and  the  pardon  of  sentences. 
10_Awarding  medals  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law. 

11-  Appointing  the  Vice-President  or  Vice-Presid- 
ents  of  the  Republic  from  amongst  the  members 
of  the  Party  and  also  appointing  the  Ministers 
from  within  and  without  the  Party,  and  dismiss- 
ing them  and  accepting  their  resignations. 

12-  Appointing  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  the  Chief  Justice. 

l.V"Appointing,  retiring,  accepting  their  resigna- 
tion,  and  dismissing  judges,  officers  of  the  Axm- 
cd  Forces,  and  high  ranking  officials  m  accord- 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

14-Accrediting  heads  of  Afghanistan's  momaUc 
missions  in  foreign  states,  appomtmg  Afghan- 
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istan's  permanent  representatives  to  international 
organisations  and  accepting  the  letters  of  cred- 
ence of  foreign  diplomatic  representatives. 

15~Signing  laws  and  ordinances  and  proclaiming 
their  enforcement;  granting  credentials  for  the 
conclusion  of  international  treaties  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  the  signing 
of  international  treaties. 

ARTICLE  79 

The  President  of  the  Repubhc  may  have  recourse 
to  a  general  vote  of  the  people  of  Afghanistan  on  im- 
portant national  matters. 

ARTICLE  80 

The  President  of  the  Repubhc,  prior  to  assuming 
office,  shall  take  thf:  following  oath  in  the  presence  of 
the  members  of  the  Loya  Jirgah: 

"In  the  Dresence  of  you,  the  representatives  of  the 

nation  of  Afghanistan,   ^  swear 

in  the  name  of  God  the  Great  that  I  will  protect 
the  basic  principles  of  the  sacred  religion  of  Islam, 
and  respect  the  Constitution  and  other  laws  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  adhere  to  them;  will  preserve  national 
independence  and  territorial  integrity,  and  will  de- 
vote all  my  energy  to  the  defence  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  people  and  the  objectives  of  the 
Revolution  of  Saratan  26,  of  the  year  1352,  and 
the  Republic  of  Afghanistan." 

ARTICLE  81 

Except  in  cases  defined  in  Article  Thirty-Six  of 
this  Constitution  during  the  tenure  of  his  office  the 
President  of  the  Repubhc  shall  not  conduct  any  tran^ 
saction  for  profit  with  the  State. 

ARTICLE  82 

The  President  of  the  Repubhc,  in  the  event  of  his 
illness  or  when  travelling,  shall  deputise  the  Vice-Pre- 
sident or  Vice-Presidents  to  act  in  his  stead  in  accord 
ance  with  the  instructions  he  issues. 
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ARTICLE  83 

The  salary  and  expenditure  of  the  President  of  the 
Republic  shall  be  fixed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  84 

For  the  election  of  the  President  of  the  Republic, 
necessary  measures  must  be  adopted  forty-five  days  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  term  of  the  Presidency,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  and  the 
Charter  of  the  Party. 

ARTICLE  85 

Should  the  Pfcsident  of  the  Repubhc  decide  to  re- 
sign, he  shall  convene  the  Loya  Jirgah  and  submit  his 
resignation  directly  to  the  Loya  Jirgah. 

rn  the  case  the  Loya  Jirgah  accepts  this  resignation, 
the  election  of  the  new  President  of  the  Republic  shall 
take  place  in  acocrdance  with  Article  Eighty-Six  of  this 
Constitution. 

ARTICLE  86 

In  the  event  the  President  of  the  Republic  dies  or 
resigns,  the  presidential  functions  shall  be  entrusted  tem- 
porarily to  the  President  of  the  MeH  Jirgah.  In  such 
cases,  the  President  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  cannot  be  nomi- 
nated as  a  candidat(^  for  election  to  the  office  of  pre- 
sident. 

This  Constitution  cannot  be  amended  during  the 
tenure  of  office  by  the  President  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  as 
Acting  President  m  the  Republic. 

The  new  President  of  the  Republic  must  be  elected 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  the  office  of  the  president 
becomes  vacant,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 

this  Constitution. 

The  Acting  President  of  the  Republic,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  article,  with  the  agreement  of  the 
members  of  the  Government  and  the  Central  Council  of 
the  Party,  may  i.tilize  the  powers  embodied  in  Article 
Seventy-Eight  of  Ibif  Constitution  should  the  occurance 
of  urgent  and  important  national  events    compel  the 
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Acting  President  cI  the  Republic  to  exercise  the  powers 
stipulated  in  Article  Seventy-Eight  of  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  87 

An  accusation  of  high  treason  against  the  President 
of  the  Republic  can  be  requested  by  two  thirds  of  the 
members  of  the  Meh'  Jirgah.  After  the  agreement  of 
the  members  of  the  Central  Council  of  the  Party  by 
a  two-thirds  vote,  such  a  request  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  Loya  Jirgah. 

In  this  case  the  President  of  the  Repubhc  is  bound 
to  convene  the  Loya  Jirgah 

The  President  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  shall  preside  over 
flie  meetings  of  the  Loya  Jirgah. 

^  Should  the  Loya  Jirgah  approve  the  ascribed  accu- 
sation, with  the  evidence  submitted  thereon,  by  a  two- 
I birds  majority  vote  of  its  members,  the  President  of 
the  Republic  shall  be  relieved  of  his  office. 

The  composition  of  the  court  and  the  trial  procedure 
shall  be  regulated  by  a  special  law. 

Tn  this  case  the  function  of  the  Presidency  shall  be 
entrusted  temporarily  to  the  President  of  the  Meli 
Jirgah. 

The  Acting  President  of  the  Republic  is  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  Article  Eighty-Six  of  this  Constitution. 
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CHAPTER  EIGHT 


THE  GOVERNMENT 

ARTICLE  88 

The  Government  is  the  supreme  executive  and  ad- 
ministrative organ  of  the  State  and  consists  of  the  Vice- 
President  or  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Republic  and  the 
Ministers,  which  shall  perform  its  duties  under  the  lead- 
ership of  the  President  of  the  Republic. 

ARTICLE  89 

The  Vice-President  or  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Re- 
public and  the  Ministers  must  be  citizens  of  Afghanistan, 
must  be  in  possession  of  all  their  civil  and  political 
rights,  and  they  and  their  spouse  must  be  bom  of  Af- 
ghan parents. 

ARTICLE  90 

The  Vice-President  or  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Re- 
public and  the  Ministers,  prior  to  assuming  office,  shall 
take  the  following  oath  in  the  presence  of  the  President 
of  the  Republic: 

"In  the  name  of  God,  the  Great,  I  swear  to  respect 
the  Constitution  and  other  laws  of  Afghanistan  and 
to  adhere  to  them,  and  to  devote  all  my  energy  to 
the  defence  of  national  rights  and  interests  and  to 
protect  the  objectives  of  the  Revolution  of  Saratan 
26,  of  the  year  1352,  and  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan". 

ARTICLE  tl 

The  Government  shall  have  the  following  duties  and 
powers : 
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1—  Implementing  the  country's  domestic  and  foreign 
policy  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law  and  the  basic  priticiples  of  the  Party. 

2—  Administering,  co-ordinating,  and  supervising, 
the  affairs  of  the  ministries  and  other  depart- 
ments and  public  institutions. 

3__Rendering  executive  and  administrative  deci- 
sio'as  in  accordance  with  laws  and  decrees  issu- 
ed, and  supervising  their  implementation. 

4— Drafting  laws  and  formulating  regulations. 

5  -Preparing  the  State  budget  and  adopting  mea- 
sures to  strengthen  the  economy  and  the  mone- 
tary and  fi'iiancial  system. 

G-  -Drafting  the  development  plans  of  the  State 
and  adopting  measures  for  their  implementation 
and  execution. 

T—Discussin^  and  negotiating  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  or  granting  domestic  or  foreign  loans. 

8-~Adopting  measures  to  ensure  pubUc  order  and 
security. 

9_Adopting  necessary  and  effective  measures  to 
eradicate  all  forms  of  administrative  corruption, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

10-  -Concluding  agreements  with  foreign  countries 

and  organisations,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law. 

11-  Performing  other  duties  entrusted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment by  this  Constitution  and  other  laws. 

ARTICLE  92 

The  Government  shall  promulgate  regulations  to 
organise  its  affairs  on  the  basis  of  the  law. 

These  regulations  cannot  be  repugnant  to  the  letter 
or  the  spirit  of  the  law. 
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ARTICLE  93 

Except  in  cases  defined  in  Article  Thirty-Six  of  this 
Constitution,  the  Vice-President  or  Vice-Presidents  of 
the  Republic  and  the  Ministers,  during  their  tenure  of 
office,  shall  not  conduct  any  transaction  for  profit  with 
the  State. 

ARTICLE  94 

The  Vice-President  or  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Re- 
pubhc  and  the  Ministers  shall  be  responsible  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic,  the  Central  Council  of  the  Party, 
and  the  Meli  Jirgah  in  respect  to  the  performance  of 
their  duties. 

ARTICLE  95 

An  accusation  of  crime  against  the  Vice-President 
or  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Republic,  or  against  any  of 
the  Ministers  can  be  requested  by  one  third  of  the 
members  of  the  Meli  Jirgah. 

Such  a  request  can  be  approved  only  by  a  two-thirds 

majority  vote  of  the  members  of  the  Meli  Jirgah. 

The  accused  shall  be  removed  from  office  after 
such  an  approval. 

The  trial  of  the  accused  shall  be  conducted  before 
a  special  court. 

The  composition  of  the  court  and  its  trial  procedure 
and  the  punishment  shall  be  regulated  separately  by 
special  law. 
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CHAPTER  NINE 


THE  JUDICIARY 

ARTICLE  96 

The  judicial  power  is  an  organ  of  the  State  and 
consists  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  other  courts  the 
number  of  which  shall  be  determined  by  law. 

The  main  objective  of  these  laws  shall  be  the  uni- 
formity of  judicial  practice  and  the  regulation  of  the 
organisation  and  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  and  trial 
procedure. 

ARTICLE  »7 

It  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Judiciary  to  ad- 
judicate in  all  litigations  which  are  brought  before  it 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  in 
which  real  or  lega!  persons,  including  the  State,  are 
involved  either  as  plaintiff  or  defendant. 

ARTICLE  98 

Under  no  circumstances  except  war  shall  a  case  or 
sphere  of  competence  be  excluded  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  judicial  power  of  the  State,  as  delimited  in  this 
Chapter,  and  bo  assigned  to  other  authorities. 

This  provision  shall  not  prevent  the  establishment 
of  military  courts,  but  the  jurisdiction  of  these  courts 
shall  be  confined  to  offences  relating  to  the  Armed 
Forces  of  Afghanistan. 

The  organisation  and  jurisdiction  of  the  military 
courts  shall  be  regulated  by  law. 
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AtlTICLE  99 

The  court:^  in  the  cases  under  their  consideration, 
shall  apply  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  and  the 
laws  of  the  State. 

Whenever  no  provision  exists  in  the  Constitution  or 
in  the  laws  of  the  State  for  any  case  under  considera- 
tion, the  courts,  by  following  the  basic  principles  of  the 
Hanafi  jurisprudence  of  the  Shariat  of  Islam  and  within 
the  limitations  set  forth  in  this  Constitution,  shall  ren- 
der a  judgment  thai  in  their  opinion  secures  justice  in 
the  best  possible  way. 

ARTICLE  100 

The  judges  shall  be  appointed  upon  the  proposal  of 
the  Chief  Justice  and  the  approval  of  the  President  of 
the  Republic. 

ARTICLE  101 

The  dismissal  of  judges  on  the  ground  of  commiting 
a  crime  shall  take  place  upon  the  proposal  of  the  Supr- 
eme Court  and  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the 
Republic. 

Whenever  a  judge  is  accused  of  committing  a  crime, 
the  Supreme  Court  shall  consider  the  case  of  the  judge 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  after  hearing 
his  defence,  should  the  Supreme  Court  find  the  accusa- 
tion to  be  sustained,  it  will  propose  his  dismissal  to  the 
President  of  the  Republic;  with  its  approval  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic,  the  judge  shall  be  dismissed 
from  office  and  he  punished  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law. 

ARTICLE  102 

The  transfer,  promotion,  retirement,  acceptance  of 
the  resignation,  and  the  calling  to  account  of  the  judges 
shall  be  done  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  law. 

ARTICLE  103 

Appropriate  sa^'iries  for  the  judges  shall  be  fixed 

by  law. 
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Members  of  the  new  government  took  the  oath  of  office  before  the  President 
of  the  Republic  on  March  19,  1977  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  Article 
90  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic  of  Afghanistan.  The  ministers  went  to 
the  Presidential  Palace  at  9.30  a.m.  and  took  the  following  oath,  in  turn,  before 
the  President  of  the  Republic. 

"In  the  name  of  God,  the  Almighty,  I  swear  to  respect  the  Constitutio'n  and 
other  laws  Afghanistan  and  to  abide  by  them  and  to  devote  all  my  energy  to 
the  defence  of  national  rights  and  interests  and  to  protect  the  objectives  of 
revolution  of    Sarata'n  26,  of  the  year  1352,  of  the  Republic  of  Afghanistan". 

Following  swearing  in  ceremony  the  first  cabinet  meeting  of  the  government  was 
held  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Preside'nt    of  the   Republic  Mohammad 
Daoud.  In  the  first  cabinet  meeting  the  President  of  the  Republic  said: 

"Pursuant  to  the    promulgation  of  the  Constitution  of  the    Republican  state 
which  has  brought  about  a  glorious  torch  in  the  horizons    of  our  country  and  en- 
sures future  wellbeing,  confidence  ^nd   prosperity   of  all    our  citizens,   the  new 
government  shoulders     graver  responsibility    for    realisation  of  the  aspiratio'ns 
of  the  Republican  revolution  in  the  service  of  the  majority  of  the  people". 

The  President  of  the  Republic  said  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  members  of  the 
new  government  to  endeavour,  more  than  before,  for  attaining  sacred  national 
objectives,  with  heart  and  soul,  with  all  energy,  with  a  spirit  of  sacrifice  and  self- 
lessness and  harmony,  for  the  prosperity  of  compatriots,  and  honour  of  the  dear 
country. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  expressed  the  hope  that  the  new  ministers  will 
make  all  exertions  in  the  way  of  all-round  advancement  of  Afghanistan  with 
faith  in  God  Almighty,  and  with  a  spirit  replete  with  the  love  of  the  country,  and 
republicanism,  and  full  concern. 
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nistaii  at  least  ten  years  prior  to  the  date  ot 
appointment. 

3  -Not  have  been  sentenced  by  a  court  with  dep- 
rivation of  political  rights. 

4_.__Have  sufficient  knowledge  of  national  objectives, 
legal  science,  and  the  legal  system  of  Afghanis- 
tan. 

The  President  of  fhit  Republic  shall  appoint  one  of 
the  Members  ot  ^he  Supreme  Court,  who  must  not  be 
under  forty  years  ot  age,  as  the  Chief  Justice. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  can  review  the  ap 
pointment  cf  the  Members  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
the  Chief  Justice  after  the  lapse  of  five  years  from  the 
date  of  their  appo-"ntment  to  the  said  offices. 

Subjert  to  this  provision,  the  Members  of  the 
Supreme  Court  ar.d  the  Chief  Justice  shall  not  be  re- 
moved from  their  offices  bv  any  other  means  except  in 
the  case  stated  m  Article  One  Hundred  and  Efeven  of 
this  Constitution. 

The  Membeis  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Chief 
Justice,  before  assuming  office,  shall  take  the  following 
oath  in  the  presr>nce  of  the  President  of  the  Republic: 

'Mn  the  name  of  God.  the  Great,  I  swear  to  dis- 
charge my  judicial  duties  with  utmost  integrity  and 
honesty;  to  secure  truth  and  justice  with  regard  for 
the  basic  principles  of  the  sacred  religion  of  Islam, 
and  other  provisions  and  values  embodied  in  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan;  to  be  conscious  of  the  Omnipresen- 
ce of  the  Almighty  in  the  performance  of  all  my 
duties,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  people  and 
the  Homeland  in  the  interest  of  justice". 

ARTICLE  109 

Except  in  the  case  stated  in  Article  One  Hundred 
and  Eleven  of  this  Constitution,  the  Members  of  the  Su- 
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preme  Court  and  the  Chief  Justice,  after  their  term  of 
service  legally  expires,  shall  enjoy  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives  all  the  financial  privileges  of  their  term  of  service. 

The  Members  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Chief 
Justice  cannot  become  a  member  of  the  Government, 
a  member  o[  the  Meli  Jirgah,  or  a  civil  servant  after 
the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service. 

ARTICLE  110 

Every  Member  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Chief 
Justice  may  resign  hi  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  law. 

The  resignation  of  the  Members  of  the  Supreme 
Court  a-nd  of  the  Chief  Justice  shall  become  effective 
from  the  date  of  its  approval  by  the  President  of  the 
Republic. 

The  Chief  Justice  or  the  Member  of  the 
Supreme  Court  who  has  resigned  cannot  benefit  from 
the  financial  privileges  stated  in  Article  One  Hundred 
and  Nine  of  this  Constitution. 

The  restrictions  mentioned  in  the  last  section  of 
Article  One  Hundred  and  Nine  shall  be  applicable  to  the 
Member  of  the  Supreme  Court  or  the  Chief  Justice  who 

has  resigned. 

ARTICLE  111 

Should  one  third  of  the  members  of  the  Meli  Jirgah 
request  the  nnpeachment  of  the  Chief  Justice  or  of  one 
or  more  of  the  Members  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  a 
charge  of  a  crime  arising  from  the  performance  of  his 
duties,  and  should  the  Meli  Jirgah  approve  this  request 
by  a  majority  of  two  thirds  of  its  members,  the  accused 
shall  be  relieved  of  his  office. 

The  Meli  Jirgah  shall  appoint  one  of  its  members 
to  file  the  case  and  shall  appoint  a  panel  of  eight  persons 
to  hold  the  trial. 

This  panel,  presided  over  by  the  President  of  the  Meli 
Jirgah,  shall  try  the  accused  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
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ceduie  of  a  criminal  court  and  if  proved  guilty,  the 
accused  shall  be  dismissed  from  office  and  sentenced 
to  punishment. 

ARTICLE  112 

The  Supreme  Court  shall  regulate  the  organisation 
and  functions  of  the  courts  and  the  judicial  affairs  of  the 
State  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws. 

Except  in  cases  specified  in  this  Constitution,  the 
judicial  and  administrative  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  be  regulated  by  law. 

The  Supreme  Court  shall  adopt  necessary  measures 
to  organise  the  administrative  affairs  of  the  courts. 

The  budget  of  the  judicial  organ  shall  be  prepared 
by  the  Chief  Justice  in  consultation  with  the  Governm- 
ent and  shall  be  submitted  by  the  Government  to  the 
Meli  Jirgah  as  a  part  of  the  State  budget. 

The  implementation  of  the  Judiciary  budget  shall  be 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  Supreme  Court  may  draft  laws  in  the  sphere 
of  organising  the  judicial  affairs  and  submit  them  to 
the  Meli  Jirgah  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Article  Sixty-Two  of  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  118 

The  provisions  of  the  laws  concerning  civil  servants 
and  other  administrative  employees  of  the  State  shall 
be  applicable  to  the  civil  servants  and  other  administra- 
tive employees  of  the  judicial  organ;  but  their  appoint- 
ment, promotion,  the  acceptance  of  their  resignations, 
their  calling  to  account,  and  retirement  shall  be  carried 
out  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  conformity  with  the  law. 
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CHAPTER  TEN 


EMERGENCY 

ARTICLE  114 

Whenever  war,  the  danger  of  war,  rebellion,  or  any 
similar  situation  which  may  threaten  the  country  dis- 
rupts the  preservation  of  independence,  national  life,  or 
security  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  them  impossible  to 
secure  through  the  channels  provided  for  in  this  Cons- 
titution, a  state  of  emergency  shall  be  declared  by  the 
President  of  the  Republic. 

Should  the  state  of  emergency  continue  for  more 
than  four  months,  the  agreement  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  is 
imperative  for  its  extention. 

ARTICLE  115 

In  a  state  of  emergency,  the  President  of  the  Re- 
public may  transfer  all  or  part  of  the  powers  of  the  Meli 
Jirgah  to  the  Government. 

ARTICLE  116 

In  a  state  of  emergency,  the  President  of  the  Re- 
public, subject  to  the  provisions  of  Article  Ninety-Eight 
of  this  Constitution,  may  transfer  a  part  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Judiciary  to  military  courts. 

ARTICLE  117 

In  a  state  of  emergency,  the  Government,  with  the 
agreement  of  the  Supreme  Court,  by  presidential  decree, 
may  suspend  or  impose  restrictions  upon  the  following 
provisions  of  this  Constitution: 

1 —  ITie  provisions  of  paragraph  five    of  Article 
Thirty; 
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2—  The  provisions  of  paragraph  one  of  Article 
Thirty-Five; 

3—  The  provisions    of  paragraphs  three  and  four 
of  Article  Thirty-Six; 

4—  The  provisions  of  paragraph  two  of  Article 

Thirty-Sevea;  and, 

5—  The  provisions  of  Article  Thirty-Nine. 

ARTICLE  118 

In  a  state  of  emergency,  the  President  of  the  Re- 
public may  transfer  the  capital  of  Afghanistan  to  a  place 
other  than  the  city  of  Kabul. 

ARTICLE  119 

Should  tiie  term  of  office  of  the  members  of  the 
Meli  Jirgah  come  to  an  end  during  a  state  of  emergency, 
the  President  of  the  Republic  may  postpone  the  holding 
of  new  elections  and  extend  the  term  of  office  of  the 

iTieiTibers  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  until  the  end  of  the  state 

of  einergency. 

Elections  shall  be  held  immediately  after  the  termi- 
natio'Q  of  the  state  of  emergency. 

ARTICLE  120 

In  a  state  of  emergency,  the  Constitution  shall  not 

be  amended. 
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CHAPTER  ELEVEN 
AMENDMENf 

ARTICLE  121 

The  principle  of  adherence  to  the  basic  principles 
ot  Islam,  and  the  Republican  Order,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  shall  not  be  amended. 

Amending  the  other  contents  of  the  Constitution,  in 
view  of  experience  and  the  requirements  of  the  time, 
shall  take  place  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Chapter  on  tnc  proposal  of  the  Goveniment,  or  of 
the  Central  Council  of  the  Party,  or  of  one  third  of  the 
members  of  the  Mfll  Jirgah. 

ARTICLE  122 

The  proposal  for  aniendnient  shall  be  considered  by 
the  Loya  Jirgah  and  should  a  majority  of  its  members 
approve  the  necessity  of  amendment,  the  Jirgah  shall 
appoint  from  amongst  its  members  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare the  draft  amendment. 

This  comiiiittee  shall  draft  the  amendment  in  cons 
ultation  with  the  Government  and  the  Supreme  Court 
and  submit  it  to  th*^-  Loya  Jirgah. 

Should  the  draft  amendment  be  approved  by  a  m.a- 
jority  of  the  members  of  the  Loya  Jirgah,  it  shall  come 
into  force  after  signature  and  proclamation  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic. 
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CHAPTER  TWELVE 


TRANSITIONAL  PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE  123 

With  the  enforcement  of  this  Constitutioti  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic  shall  issue  a  decree  thereby  dis- 
solving the  Government  and  he  shall  form  a  new  Gov- 
ernment in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  this  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Republic. 

ARTICLE  124 

The  President  of  the  Republic  shall  convene  the 
Meli  Jirgah,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution,  on  the  first  of  Qaus,  1358  A.H.  (9). 

The  period  between  the  enforcement  of  this  Consti- 
tution and  the  inauguration  of  the  Meli  Jirgah  shall  be 
considered  the  transitional  period. 

During  the  transitional  period,  the  powers  of  the 
Meli  Jirgah  shall  belong  to  the  Government. 

ARTICLE  125 

Whenever  during  the  transitional  period  any  situa- 
tion should  arise  w^hich,  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  Article  Sixty-Seven  of  this  Constitution,  requires 
the  convening  of  the  Loya  Jirgah,  the  President  of  the 
Republic  shall  issue  a  proclamation  convening  the  Loya 
Jirgah. 

In  these  circumstances  the  President  of  the  Repub- 
lic shall  have  all  the  powers  of  the  Loya  Jirgah  until 
it  is  convened.  Immediately  after  the  inauguration  of 


(9)  November  22,  1979. 

215 


the  Loya  Jirgah,  the  President  of  the  Republic  shall  in- 
form the  Loya  Jirgah  of  the  actions  taken  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  article,  and  the  Loya  Jirgah 
shall  adopt  decisions  thereon. 

If  during  the  occurrence  of  any  of  the  above  men- 
tioned circumstances  the  Central  Council  of  the  Party 
or  the  High  Council  of  the  Armed  Forces  or  the  Supreme 
Court  is  not  constituted  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Constitution,  the  Loya  Jirgah,  without  the 
presence  of  any  one  of  them,  shall  be  convened  in  the 
traditional  manner. 

ARTICLE  126 

The  President  of  the  Republic,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Article  One  Hundred  and  Seven  of 
this  Constitution,  shall  proclaim  the  establishment  of 
the  Supreme  Court  on  the  first  of  Saratan,  1357  A.H. 
(10). 

During  the  period  between  the  enforcement  of  this 
Constitution  and  the  establishment  of  the  Supreme  Co- 
urt, the  President  of  the  Republic  shall  adopt  necessary 
measures  to  ensure  the  performance  of  the  functions  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

ARTICLE  127 

Ordinances  enforced  during  the  transitional  period 
shall  be  presented  for  decision  to  the  first  session  of 
the  Meli  Jirgah  within  thirty  days  of  its  convening. 

ARTICLE  128 

During  the  transitional  period,  the  Government  has 
the  duty  to  prepare  ordinances  relating  to  the  Meli  Jir- 
gah elections,  the  press,  assembly,  and  the  basic  orga- 
nisation of  the  State,  and  to  submit  them  for  signature 
by  the  President  of  the  Republic. 

ARTICLE  129 

During  the  transitional  period,  the  Government  shall 
adopt  necessary  measures  to  co-ordinate  the  perform- 
ance, and  the  implementation  and  execution  of  the 


(10)  June  22,  1978. 
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programmes  of  the  State,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  130 

During  the  transitional  period,  the  President  of  the 
Republic  shall  enforce  and  proclaim,  in  accordance  with 

the  provisions  of  Article  Forty  of  this  Constitution  the 
Charter  of  Hezbe  Enqelabe  Meli,  which  is  the  founder 
and  vanguard  of  the  national  and  progressive  Revolution 
of  Saratan  26,  of  the  year  1352,  of  the  people  of  Afgha- 
nistan, as  the  first  party. 

ARTICLE  ISl 

During  the  transitional  period,  the  President  of  the 
Republic  shall  establish  and  proclaim  the  High  Council 
of  the  Armed  Forces. 

ARTICLE  m 

During  the  transitional  period,  the  President  of  the 
Republic  has  the  power  to  anticipate  by  decree,  an  In- 
terim Council  of  the  Office  of  the  Presidency  for  the 
performance  of  the  functions  of  the  Office  of  the  Pre- 
sident in  the  event  of  his  death. 

The  Interim  Council  of  the  Office  of  the  Presidency 
is  bound  to  convene  the  Loya  Jirgah  in  the  traditional 
manner,  within  ten  days  of  the  date  of  demise,  for  the 
election  of  the  new  President  of  the  Republic. 
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CHAPTER  THIRTEEN 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE  133 

The  first  Loya  Jirgah  to  be  convened  under  the 
Republican  Order  on  the  10th  of  Dalw  1355  A.H.  (11) 
in  Kabul,  the  capital  of  Afghanistan,  shall  elect  with  a 
two-thirds  majority  vote  of  its  members  the  first  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic  of  Afghanistan  for  a  term 
of  six  years. 

ARTICLE  134 

Officers  of  the  Armed  Forces,  the  Police,  and  the 
officials  of  the  Mmistry  for  Foreign  Affairs,  they  and 
their  spouse  must  be  born  of  Afghan  parents. 

ARTICLE  135 

The  competent  authority  for  the  interpretation  of 
this  Constitution  shall  be  the  Supreme  Court. 

ARTICLE  136 

With  the  enforcement  of  this  Constitution,  the  for 
mer  Constitution,  and  the  Republican  Decrees,  Num- 
ber One,  Two,  and  Three  dated  Assad  4,  1352,  (12) 
shall  be  abrogated. 

The  provisions  of  the  laws  issued  prior  to  the  en- 
forcement of  this  Constitution  shall  be  effective  provided 
they  are  not  repugnant  to  the  provisions  and  valuos  of 
this  Constitution. 

(11)  January  30,  1977. 

(12)  July  26,  1973. 
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The  authorised  version  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Republic  of    Afghanistan   are  the     official  Pashto 
and  Dari  texts  of  the  Cons  titution. 
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New  Cabinet 


President  Daoud 


formes  new  govt 

President  of  the  Republic,  Mohammad  Daoud,  on  the  basis  of  the  provi- 
sion of  article  123  of  the  Constitution  formed  the  new  government  on  Ma- 
rch 18,  1977. 

The  Office  of  the  President  reported  that  the  President  of  the  Eepublic, 
Mohammad  Daoud,  issued  the  decrees  appointing  members  of  the  new 
government  as  foUov/s: 

Gen.  Ghulam  Haider  Rasuli,  National  Defence  Minister;  Sayed  Abdul- 
ilah,  Finance  Minister,  Dr.  Abdul  Majid,  Minister  of  State;  Prof.  Wafiullah 
Samayee,  Justice  Minister;  Abdul  Kadir,  Minister  of  Interior;  Prof.  Dr.  Gh- 
ulam Sediq  Mohibi,  Minister  of  Higher  Education;  Prof.  Dr.  Mohammad  Ib- 
rahim Majid  Sera],  Minister  of  Education;  Mohammad  Khan  Jalalar,  Min- 
ister of  Commerce;  Azizullah  Wassefi;  Minister  of  Agriculture;  Eng.  Tawab 
Assefi,  Minister  of  Mines  and  Industries;  Ghausuddin  Faeq,  Minister  of 
Public  Works;  Prof.  Dr.  Abdurahim  Nevin,  Minister  of  Information  and 
Culture;  Ali  Ahmad  Khuram,  Minister  of  Planning;  Eng.  Abdul  Karim  Atay- 
ee,  Minister  of  Communications;  Prof.  Dr.  Abdullah  Omar,  Minister  of  Public 
Health;  Eng.  Juma  MohaTfimad  Mohammadi,  Minister  of  Water  and  Power; 
Prof.  Abdul  Kayeum,  Minister  of  Frontier  Affairs;  Waheed  Abdullah,  Minis- 
ter in— Charge  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Ge'neral    Ghulam  Haidar 
Rasuli,     National  Defence 
Minister. 


Sayed  Abdulilah,  Finance 
Minister. 


Members  of  the  new  government  took  the  oath  of  office  before  the  President 
of  the  Republic  on  March  19,  1977  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  Article 
90  of  the  Co'nstitution  of  the  Republic  of  Afghanistan.  The  ministers  went  to 
the  Presidential  Palace  at  9.30  a.m.  and  took  the  following  oath,  in  turn,  before 
the  President  of  the  Republic. 

"In  the  name  of  God,  the  Almighty,  I  swear  to  respect  the  Constitution  and 
other  lawg  of  Afghanistan  and  to  abide  by  them  and  to  devote  all  my  energy  to 
the  defence  of  national  rights  and  interests  and  to  protect  the  objectives  of 
revolution  of    Sarata'n  26,  of  the  year  1352,  of  the  Republic  of  Afghanistan". 

Following  swearing  in  ceremony  the  first  cabinet  meeting  of  the  government  was 
held  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Preside'nt    of  the    Republic  Mohammad 
Daoud.  In  the  first  cabinet  meeting  the  President  of  the  Republic  said: 

"Pursuant  to  the    promulgation  of  the  Constitution  of  the    Republican  state 
which  has  brought  about  a  glorious  torch  in  the  horizons    of  our  country  and  en- 
sures future  wellbeing,  confidence  and   prosperity   of  all    our  citizens,   the  new 
government  shoulders     graver  responsibility    for    realisation  of  the  aspirations 
of  the  Republican  revolution  in  the  service  of  the  majority  of  the  people". 

The  President  of  the  Republic  said  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  members  of  the 
new  government  to  endeavour,  more  than  before,  for  attaining  sacred  national 
objectives,  with  heart  and  soul,  with  all  energy,  with  a  spirit  of  sacrifice  and  self- 
lessness and  harmony,  for  the  prosperity  of  compatriots,  and  honour  of  the  dear 
country. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  expressed  the  hope  that  the  new  ministers  will 
make  all  exertions  in  the  way  of  all-round  advancement  of  Afghanistan  with 
faith  in  God  Almighty,  and  with  a  spirit  replete  with  the  love  of  the  country,  and 
republicanism,  and  full  concern. 
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Prof.  Dr.  Mohammad  Ib- 
rahim Majid  Seraj,  Minister 
of  Education. 


Mohammad  Khan  Jalalar, 
Minister  of  Commerce. 


Azizullah  Wassefi,  Minis- 
ter of  Agriculture. 


Eng.  Abdul  Tawab  Assefi, 
Minister  of  Mines  and  In- 
dustries. 


1 


Dr.  Abdul  Majid,  Minister 
of  State. 


Prof.  Wafiullah  Samayee, 
Minister  of  Justice. 


Abdul  Kadir^  Minister  of 
interior. 


Prof.  Dr.    Ghulam  Sediq 
Mohebi,  Minister  of  Higher 
Education 


Prof.  Dr.  Abdullah  Omar, 
Minister  of  Public  Health. 


Eng.  Juma  Mohammad 
Mohammadi,  Minister  of 
Water  and  Power. 


Prof.  Abdul  Kayoum,  Mi- 
nister of  Frontier  Affairs. 


Waheed  Abdullah  Minister 
in-Charge  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. 


Ghausuddin  Faeq,    Minis-  Pror.  Dr.  Abdurrahim  Ne- 

ter  of  Public  Works.  vin,  Minister  of  Information 

and  Culture. 


Ali  Ahmad  Khuram,  Mi-  Eng.  Abdul  Karim  Atta- 

nister  of  Planning.  yee,  Minister  of  Communi- 

cations. 
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The  birth  of 
a  republic 

July  17,  1973  -Feb  24,  1977 


The  period  between  Ju- 
ly 17,  1973,  the  day  Afgh- 
anistan was  proclaimed  a 
Republic  by  a  renowned  son 
of  the  nation,  Mohammad 
Daoud,  and  February  24, 
1977,  the  day  of  promulga- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Repubhc  of  Afghanis- 
tan, has  been  a  period  of 
epoch  making  changes  in 
our  country. 

Before  the  Republic's  first 
Loya  Jirgah     approved  the 
nation's  new  Constitution, 
and  elected  the    Leader  of 
the  Revolution,  Mohammad 
Daoud,  as    the  Republic's 
first  President,  fundamen- 
tal reforms    were  institut- 
ed that  touched  all  facets 
of  national    endeavour  and 
national  life  of  Afghanis- 
tan, including     the  launch- 
ing of  the  nation's    177  bil- 
lion    afghani    first  seven 
year  economic  and  social 
developm-ent  plan.  The  Con- 


stitution of  the  Republic 
however  put  the  nation  fir- 
mly on  the  course  of  steady 
growth,  rule  of  law,  and 
demiOcracy.  A  chronology  of 
events,  reflecting  the  evol- 
vement  of  the  Republican 
order  in  the  country^  fol- 
lows : 

JULY  17,  1973: 

At  7.15  a.m.  Mohammad 
Daoud,  now  the  President 
of  the  Republic,  declared 
Afghanistan     a  republican 
state. 

In  his  radio  broadcast 
Mohammad  Daoud  said: 

"Let  me  inform  you  that 
the  system  (monarchy)  has 
been  overthrown  and  a  new 
order,  the  republican  regi- 
me has  been  established 
which  conforms  to  the  true 
spirit  of  Islam". 

JULY  18,  1973: 

The  Afghan  press  resu- 
mes   publication    after  a 
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lapse  ot  one  day,  July  17. 

The  first  meeting  of  the 
Central  Committee  e'iects 
Mohammad  Daoud,  as  head 
of  the  state  and  prime  mi- 
nister of  Afghanistan.  He 
is  also  to  hold  national  de- 
fence and  foreign  affairs 
portfolios. 

Pending  the  appointment 
of  new  members  of  the  go- 
vernment, the  deputy  mi- 
nisters were  instructed  con- 
tinue to  discharge  duties 
of  their  respective  minist- 
ries. 

A  proclamation  issued 
today  assures  the  entire 
nation  of  the  establishment 
of  the  republican  order  and 
calls  on  civil  servants,,  the 
university  and  school  stu- 
dents and  the  entire  Afg- 
han nation  to  carry  on  their 
respective  duties  and  res- 
ponsibilities uninterrupted. 

JULY  19,  1973: 

Press  reports  note  an  ov- 
ervv^helming  reception  ac- 
corded the  new  regime  by 
the  entire  Afghan  nation. 
Pictorial  reports  revea'i 
how  hapDv  people  are  th- 
roufifhout  the  countrv  on  the 
occasion  of  establishment 
of  new  order. 

The  Head  of  state  and 
Prime  minister,  Mohammad 
Daoud,  in  a  message  to  the 
entire  nation  has  thanked 
them  for  their  enthusiastic 
welcome  of  the  new  regime 
in  the  country. 

JULY  24,  1973: 

Head  of  State  and  Prime 


Minister  Mohammad  Daoud 

holds  his  first  press  con- 
ference for  local  and  for- 
eign newsmen. 

Mohammad  Daoud,  ans- 
wering   questions  points 
out:    "whenever  a  nation 
verges  on  disaster  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  governmen- 
tal institutions    reach  its 
highest  and  hope  for  the 
reform  is  totally  lost,  then 
it  befits  every    patriot  to 
come  to  the  rescue  of  his 
country.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  when  necessary  ref- 
orms fail  to  be  introduced 
by  normal  means  then  a 
resort  to  revolutionary  ac- 
tion must  take  place". 

Ik  response  to  another 
question  the  President  sa- 
ys: I  can  safely    say  that 
this  vvas  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  a  bloodless  coup, 
for  it  enjoyed  the  comp- 
lete cooperation  of  all  br- 
anches of  the  army  and  also 
the  total  suDport    of  the 
people  of  Afghanistan,  par- 
ticularly that  of  the  youth 
RnH  the  intellectuals". 

**Dunnsf  the  operation 
Four  members  of  the  police 
were  killed  as  w^ll  as  two 
armv  men  when  their  ma- 
chine.cruns  went  off  accid- 
entallv  and  1  very  much 
reefret  to  say  that  a  dedica- 
ted and  heroic  tankist  was 
sacrificerl  when  his  tank 
olunfifed  into  the  Kabul 
river". 

"The  sfovernment's  main 
nriority  shall  be  economic 
development   the  raising 
of  the  standards  of  living 
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of  our  people,  the  ensuring 
of  justice  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  basic  social  refor- 
ms", says  the  Head  of  Sta- 
te in  reply  to  another  qu- 
estion put  forward  by  a  fo- 
reign correspondent. 

JULY  26,  1973:  ' 

Three  presidential  dec- 
rees have  been  issued  to 
fill  the  vaccum  created  by 
the  nullification  of  the  Af- 
ghan Constitution  of  1964. 

The  first  republican  dec- 
I'ee  having  nine  provisions 
deals  with  the  nullification 
of  some  provisions  of  the 
constitution  of  October  1, 
1964  concerning  the  king 
and  the  parliament,  and 
the  transfer  of  some  of  the 
powers  to  the  president  of 
*^he  republic. 

The  second  decree  conc- 
erns the  status  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  armed  forces 
civil  servants  and  judges, 
and  taking  of  an  oath  of 
allegiance. 

The  third  decree  governs 
the  abrogation  of  the  pro- 
vision 0.'  the  constitution  of 
Octobei  1,  1964  related  to 
the  judiciary.  The  powers 
afforded  to  the  king  are 
transferred  to  the  presid- 
ent of  the  republic  and  the 
powers  of  the  supreme  co- 
urt are  partially  referred  to 
the  justice  minister  and 
partially  to  the  ministry  of 
justice.  Provisions  of  this 
decree  specify  different  as- 
pects of  the  judiciary  in  the 
country. 


JULY  28,  1973: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  receives  the 
good  will  delegation  of  Lib- 
ya headed  by  Secretary 
General  of  the  Libyan  Is- 
lamic Organisation,  Shaikh 
Mohammad  Sobhi.  The  de- 
legation delivered  a  spe- 
cial message  to  President 
Mohammad  Daoud  from 
Libyan  President  Moamar 
Gaddafi. 

AUGUST  1,  1973: 

On  the  proposal  of  the 
prime  minister  of  the  Re- 
publican State  of  Afghan- 
istan, the  Central  Commit- 
tee of  the  Republic  holds 
a  meeting  under  the  chair- 
manship of  the  Head  of  the 
State  Mohammad  Daoud 
and  unanimously  approves 
members  of  the  first  cabi- 
net of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan. 

AUGUST  2,  1973: 

The  first  meeting  of  ca- 
binet convenes  at  9  a.m. 
under  the  chairmanship  of 
Head  of  the  State  and  Pri- 
me Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud. 

AUGUST  3,  1973: 

In  view  of  the  good  sen- 
timents and  backing  of  the 
Afghan  army,  the  Central 
Committee  in  a  meeting  pr- 
esided over  by  Head  of  the 
State  and  prime  Minister, 
Mohammad  Daoud,  decid- 
es to  promote  all  serge- 
ants to  the  rank  of  third 
lieutenants  and  grant  one 
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vem-  seniority  to  all  officers 
of  army  excluding  gene- 
rals. 

AUGUST  5,  1973: 

/Vn  Iraqi  goodwill  dele- 
gation headed  by  Iraqi  ed- 
ucation miviister  Dr  An- 
mad  Abdul  Satar  aWa- 
wan  arrives  here  and  pre- 
senl.  a  message  to  Head  of 
the  State  and  Prime  Mmis- 
rer  Mohammad  Daoud  from 
Iraqi  Presideirt  Hassan  al- 
Bakr. 

The  government  restricts 
the  use  of  government  ve- 

l^icles  to  official  business 

The  daily  Jamhounat 
(The  Republic)  makes  its 
debut  and  warm'iy  received 
throughout  the  country. 

The  Head  of  the  State 
and  Prime  Minister  and  all 
members  of  the  Cabinet  in 
a  statement  express  their 
gratifications  on  the  exp- 
ression of  good  sentiments 
and  congratulations  of  co- 
mpatriots, officials,  univer- 
sity  and  school  students  and 
the  rest  of  the  people. 

The  statement  draws  the 
attention  of  every  body  to 
an  appreciation  of  official 
hours  for  official  purpo- 
ses. Courtesies  are  expect- 
ed to  be  paid  outside  of  of- 
ficial hours. 

With  the  cooperation  of 
the  Kabul  Traffic  and  Cus- 
toms Departments,  vehic- 
les that  had  not  paid  due 
custom  taxation  are  being 
stopped  for  such  payments 
to  be  made.  It  is  said  that 


this  practice  will  continue 
into  the  future,  forcing  ow- 
iiers  of  imported  vehicles 
to  pay  state  taxes  at  app- 
ropriate times. 

AUGUST  9,  1973: 

On  the  basis  of  the  pro- 
posal of  the  preparatory 
committee  of  the  indepen- 
dence celebration,  and  the 
approval  of  the  government, 
in  order  to  save  huge  ex- 
penses that  would  be  incu- 
rred otherwise,  the  inde- 
pendence anniversary  will 
be  celebrated  in  form  of 
a  public  holiday,  the  gov- 
ernment announces. 

AUGUST  11,  1973: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  US  senator  Char- 
les Percy. 

AUGUST  13,  1973: 

The  Head  of  the  State 
and  Prime  Minister  Moha- 
mmad Daoud,  receives  el- 
ders of  Salaro,  Etmankhail, 
Momand  and  Apridi  tribes 
of  northern  Pashtutiistan, 
Wazir,  Masedo,  and  Daulo, 
tribes  of  central  Pashtunis- 
tan  and  Karouto,  Achaio. 
and  Baloucho  tribes  of  so- 
nthern  Pashtunistan. 
The  elders  offer  congrat- 
ulations to  Mohammad  I>a- 
oud  and  the  Head  of  State 
expresses  the  hope  for  the 
complete  unity  of  the  Pa- 
shtunistani  brothers  and 
service  for  their  nation. 

A  four    member  World 
Bank  and  UNESCO  delega- 
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tion  arrives  here  to  survey 
prospects  for  cooperation 
of  World  Bank  in  implem- 
entation of  educational  de- 
velopment plans. 

AUGUST  14,  1973: 

The  government  appoin- 
ts a  commissio!ri  to  inspect 
the  accounting  and  finan- 
cial aspects  of  the  Spinzar 
Company. 

AUGUST  23,  1973: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud,  addresses  the 
nation  over  Radio  Afghan- 
istan. The  President  in  his 
address  said: 

''We  sha'il  strive,  step  by 
step,  to  bring  about  fun- 
damental changes  in  the 
economic,  social  and  poli- 
tical hfe  of  the  society  in 
accordance  v^ith  the  condi- 
tions and  laws  governing 
evolution  of  the  society 
and  in  conformity  with  pl- 
ans^ with  the  help  of  God, 
and  cooperation  of  our  peo- 
ple". 

The  55th  anniversary  of 
regaining  of  the  Afghan  in- 
dependence is  being  mark- 
ed in  grand  futictions  th- 
roughout the  country. 

AUGUST    28,    1973 : 

Afghan  ambassador  to 
Bonn,  Abdur    Rahman  Pa- 
zhvvak,  leaves  for  Algiers 
to  participate  in  the  non- 
aligned  summit  of  heads  of 
state  and    government  as 
special  representative  of 
Head  of  the  State  and  Prime 
Minister,    Mohammad  Da- 
oud. 


AUGUST  29,  1973: 

The  deposed  King  of  Af- 
ghanistan Mohammad  Za- 
hir,  communicates  his  ab- 
dication in  a  'letter  to  Pre- 
sident Mohammad  Daoud. 

AUGUST  30,  1973: 

Document  related  to  So- 
viet technical  and  econom- 
ic assistance  to  Afghan- 
istan in  extracting  solid  mi- 
nerals is  signed  in  Kabul. 

Pashtunistan  day  is  mar- 
ked throughout  Afghanis- 
tan today. 

SEPTEMBER  5,  1973: 

The  Central  Committee 
of  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan meets  under  the  ch- 
airmanship of  the  Head  of 
State  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Daoud  and  in 
reviewing  important  nati- 
onal and  international  mat- 
ters, considers  the  present 
conditions  of  the  workers, 
the  Central  Committee  re- 
solves that  at  present  wor- 
kers, like  civil  servants,  sh- 
all not  be  required  to  work 
Thursday  afternoon.  It  also 
decides  that  seven  kg.  of 
wheat  should  be  added  to 
their  monthly  allowance. 

SEPTEMBER  10,  1973- 

Mohammad  Naim,  the 
special  envoy  of  the  Head 
Of  State  and  Prime  Minist- 
er. Mohammad  Daoud,  lea- 
ves for  Moscow  at  6  a.m. 
today  for  talks  with  Soviet 
leaders. 

SEPTEMBER  12,  1973: 

All  members  of  the  ca- 
binet have  voluntarily  de- 
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cided  to  refrain  from  use 
of  meat  three  days  a  week 

ill  their  homes. 


Mohammad  Naim,  spe- 

ciai  envoy  of  President  a'nd 
Prime  Minister  Moham- 
mad Daoud  meets  with  Se- 
cretary General  of  the  So- 
viet Communist  Party  Leo- 
nid Brezhnev  at  Kremlin 
palace. 


In  pursuance  of  the  gov- 
ernment's decision,  offic- 
ials of  some  provinces  ha- 
ve resolved  to  refrain  from 
tbo  u^e  of  meat  three  days 
a  week  in  their  homes. 

SEPTEMBER  17,  1973: 

The  Central  Committee 
of  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan meets  under  the  ch- 
airmanship of  Head  of 
tho  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Daoud 
and  resolves  that  until  the 
promulgation  of  a  new 
recruitment  law  for  mili- 
lan'  services,  12  grade 
i^raduates  would  serve  on- 
Iv  one  year  under  the  ban- 
ner of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
i^ha'nistan. 

SEPTEMBER  20,  1973: 

The  government  of  the 
Reriihlic  of  Afghanistan  is- 
sues the  following  states- 
ments : 

Statement  1: 

Eor  some  time  the  gov- 
r-rnmont  of  Pakistan  has 
been,  unjustly  and  unila- 
torallv  claiming  that  Afg- 
hanistan interferes  in  the 


internal  affairs  of  Pakist- 
an. In  spite  of  this  a  plot 
has  been  discovered  in  Af- 
ghanistan in  which,  strong 
reason  indicate,  Pakistan 
provocation  had  a  part.  As 
the  governme'nt  of  a  peacp 
loving  country  which  wants 
nothing  but  peace  in  its 
country,  in  the  region  and 
in  the  world  we  seriously 
request  that  the  governm- 
ent of  Pakistan  does  not 
indulge  in  such  actions  wh- 
ich disrupts  peace  in  the 
region,  and  ultimately  in 
the  world. 

Statement  2: 

For  some  time  a  group 
01  reactionaries  has  been 
holding  meetings  against  the 
Republican  order,  for  dis- 
rupting security,  and  liq- 
uidating the  revolutionary 
movements  of  the  patriots. 
The  friends  of  the  revolu- 
tion watched  these  traitors 
with  the  utmost  patience. 

Fortunately  and  succes- 
sfully they  were  arrested 
along  with  all  documents 
and  evidence.  With  the 
mention  of  proponents  of 
reaction  certain  faces  sha- 
pe up  before  the  eyes  of 
all  the  people  of  Afghanis- 
tan, but  so  that  the  facts 
are  represented  clearly  to 
all  the  names  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mohammad  Hashim  Mai- 
vvandwal;  Khan  Mohamm- 
ad, former  governor  of 
Nangarhar;  retired  gene- 
ral Abdur  Razaq;  together 
with  a  number  of  others. 
These  people  are  arrested 
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last  Thursday  on  the  order 
of  the  government. 

SEPTEMBER  22,  1973: 

The  Central  Committee 
of  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan meets  under  chair- 
manship of  Head  of  the 
State  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Daoud  and  re- 
solves that  the  trial  of  th- 
ose who  indulge  in  disturb- 
ing or  disrupting  internal 
or  external  security  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan, 
whether  the  perpetrators 
be  military  or  civilian,  shall 
be  tried  by  the  military  tri- 
bunal. 

SEPTEMBER  20,  1973: 

Mohammad  Naim,  spec- 
ial envoy  of  Head  of  State 
and  Prime  Minister  Moha- 
mmad Daoud  leaves  for 
New  Delhi  this  morning 
to  meet  Indian  leaders. 

SEPTEMBER  23,  1973: 

Mohammad  Naim,  spe- 
cial envoy  of  the    Head  of 
State  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Daoud  meets 
Indian  Prime   Minister  Mrs. 
Indira  Gandhi. 

After  hearing  the  state- 
ments of  the  government 
over  the  radio,  the  people 
thioughout  the  country  str- 
ongly condemn  the  plot  in 
the  makincf  by  a  number  of 
traitors  and  reactionaries. 

OCTOBER  1,  1973: 

It  was  reported  that  of 
the    plotters  Mohammad 
Hashim  Maiwandwal  com- 


mitted suicide.  Forensic 
doctors  and  criminal  police 
after  examining  the  body 
and  photographing  the  site 
announced  he  used  a  piece 
of  nylon  cloth,  the  cord 
of  his  dressing  gown  and 
a  nicktie  to  commit  suicide. 

OCTOBER  3  1973: 

The  government  publis- 
hes photo  copies  of  a  num- 
ber of  documents  of  Moh- 
ammad Hashim  Maiwand- 
wal who  admitted  to  his 
crime  of  plotting  to  overth- 
row the  republican  regime 
of  Afghanistan. 

OCTOBER  8,  1973: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  i'n  his  telegrams  sent 
to  Arab  leaders  expresses 
the  support  and  solidarity 
of  the  Afghan  people  and 
the  Reoublican  State  of  Af- 
s^hanistan  for  their  Arab 
brethren. 


The  first  feature  film 
nroduced  by  the  Afghan 
Films  running  for  one  ho- 
ur and  fo^tv  minutes  will 
be  screened  as  of  today  in 
Kabul  and  Jalalabad  cine- 
ma houses.  The  fi']m  entitl- 
es "Andarzi  Madar",  (Ad- 
vice of  Mother)  is  prepar- 
ed in  both  Dari  and  Pashto 
versions. 

OCTOBER  20,  1973: 

In  order  to  ensure  wel- 
fare and  improvement  in 
the  social  and  economic 
conditions  of  the  workers, 
increasing     production  le- 
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vel  hi  plants  and  institution 
in  the  country,  the  cabinet 
approves  the  proposal  of 
the  Ministry  of  Mines  and 
Industries  on  ascertaining 
pension  right,  minimum 
income  and  fixing  the  wor- 
ki'ng  hours  of  the  workers. 

OCTOBER  29,  1973: 

The  Indian  foreign  min- 
ister arrives  here  this  mor- 
ning on  an  official  visit  at 
the  invitation  of  the  gov- 
ernment Of  Afghanistan: 

OCTOBER  30,  1973: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
•nister  Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  Indian  Foreign 
Minister  Swaran  Singh  at 
the  Presidential  Palace  this 
evening.  During  the  meet- 
ing Swaran  Singh  delivers 
the  invitation  of  Indian 
President  Vivi  Giri  and 
Prime  Minister  Indira  Ga- 
ndhi to  President  Moham- 
mad Daoud  to  pay  a  frien- 
dly visit  to  India  which  has 
been  accepted  with  pleas- 
ure. 

NOVEMBER  10,  1973: 

A  committee  composed 
of  renresentatives  of  the 
ministries  of  justice,  infor- 
mation and  culture,  finan- 
ce, commerce.  Kabul  Uni- 
versity and  health  institu- 
tes department  appointed 
eartier  to  study  the  cost 
and  sales  of  medicines  has 
nroposed  lowering  of  pri- 
ces. 


The  Interior  Ministry  is 
planning  to  distribute  new 


citizenship  cards  to  Af- 
ghan nationals  in  view  ot 
the  fact  that  cards  now 
held  by  the  citizens  bear 
the  mark  of  the  old  regi- 
me. The  new  cards  have 
already  been  prepared. 

NOVEMBER  12,  1973: 

The  government  has  de- 
clared the  area  of  Bandi 
Amir  which  is  of  special 
touristic  importance  as  na- 
tional park. 

NOVEMBER  14,  1973: 

On  the  proposal  of  the 
Public  Health  Ministry,  the 
cabinet  in  its  today's  mee- 
ting resolves  that  in  order 
to  serve  the  people  and  ful- 
fill social  obligations  tow- 
ards the  public  all  medical 
doctors  and  laboratory  te- 
chnicians should  provide 
free  medical  check  up  to 
their  patients  one  day  in  a 
week. 


In  a  bid  to  ensure  the 
living  standards  of  the  wo- 
rkers instructions  have  be- 
en issued  to  all  industrial 
institutions  to  transfer  five 
oer  cent  from  the  budsfet 
of  the  establishment  and 
three  ner  cen  of  the  wasres 
of  the  workers  to  a  bank 
account  to  be  transacted  to, 
plong  with  six  per  cent  in- 
terest to  workers  retirem- 
ent fund. 

NOVEMBER  15,  1973: 

An  ae^reepTont    on  cooo- 
eration  in  the  field  of  ar- 
chaeology,   restoration  of 
Ghazni     monuments  and 
construction  of  a  museum 


in  Ghazni  is  signed  in  Ka- 
bul today  between  Minister 
of  Information  and  Cultu- 
re Prof.  Dr.  Nevin  and  Ita- 
lian ambassador  to  Kabul 
I.  Papini,  and  Professor 
Tucci  President  of  the  Ita- 
lian Institute  for  Oriental 
Studies. 


In  accordance  with  the 
policy  statement  of  the 
President  of  State  and  Pri- 
me Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  for  the  first  time 
state  owned  land  from  the 
Nangarhar  Development 
VaUey  has  been  distributed 
to  843  landless  families. 

NOVEMBER  21,  1973: 
A  250  bed  hospital  is  to 
be  built  in  Kandahar  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Peo- 
ple's "Republic  of  China.  A 
final  agreement  to  this  ef- 
fect is  signed  today  in  Kab- 
ul by  Health  Minister  Prof. 
Dr.  Sikandar  and  Chinese 
envoy  to  Kabul  Ken  Yeh- 
Tao. 


For  contribution  to  the 
development  projects  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanist- 
an the  government  of  the 
Czechoslovakia  will  give  a 
20  million  dollars  credit. 
The  agreement  related  to 
this  loan  is  signed  today  in 
Kabul  between  Deputy  Pla- 
nning Minister  Ali  Ahmad 
Khuram  and  Czechoslovak 
Deputy  Minister  for  Forei- 
gn Trade  Dr.  Michofski. 

DECEMBER  18,  1973: 
Answering  a  Bakhtar  ne- 


ws agency  reporter's  ques- 
tion regarding  remarks  of 
Pakistani  Prime  Minister 
Zulfikar  Ali  Bhutto  in  an 
interview  that  he  wishes  to 
hold  talks  with  President 
of  the  State  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
on  differences  which  exist 
between  the  two  countries 
a  Foreign  Ministry  spokes- 
man explained  that  except 
determining  the  future 
destiny  of  the  Pashtun  and 
Baluchi  people,  Afghanist- 
an has  no  other  differences 
with  Pakistan.  Afghanistan 
has  always  tried  and  wish- 
es for  the  solution  of  this 
on'Iy  !polJti.cal  difference 
between  the  two  countries 
through  talks  and  friendly 
contacts. 

The  spokesman  added  th- 
at the  President  and  Prime 
Minister  of  Afghanistan  is 
readv  to  nesfotiate  on  this 
nolitical  difference  with 
Pakistani  leaders  any  time 
or  on  any  occasion  suitable 
to  both  parties. 

DECEMBER  22,  1973: 

The  military  tribunal  is- 
sues its  verdict  against  a 
number  of  traitors  who 
hatched  a  plot  to  overthr- 
ow the  Republican  regime 
of  Afsfhanistan  and  imple- 
ments its  decision  today. 


DECEMBER  23  1973: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister.  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud  receives  visiting 
Denutv  Foreign  Minister 
of  Yusfoslavia  Jaksa  Patric 
this  morning.  Patric  and 
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members  of  his  delegation 
who  have  recently  arrived 
here  held  taiks  with  the 
Afghan  delegation  yester- 
day. During  the  talks  they 
exchanged  views  on  matters 
of  interest  to  both  the  co- 
imtries. 

DECEMBER  26,  1973: 

In  a  speech  at  Military 
Academy  commencement 
the  Head  of  State  and  Pri- 
me Minister  said: 

"We  have  no  other  wish 
except  the  prosperity  of 
Afghanistan  and  sincere 
service  to  our  compatriots. 
But  if  some  corrupt,  ego- 
tistic and  traitor  elements 
with  encouragement  and 
instisfatio'n  of  the  enemies 
of  Afghanistan  think  that 
they  can  make  us  give  up 
this  sacred  national  objec- 
tive they  have  gravely  mis- 
justed." 


Radio  Afghanistan  signs 
off  from  the  air  tonight 
with  plaving  the  new  na- 
tional anthem  of  the  Rep- 
ublic of  Afghanistan...  The 
lyricist  of  the  anthem  is 
AbdnV  Rauf  Benawa 
and  the  music  is  composed 
by  Abdul  Ghafour  Brishna 
and  Jalil  Ahmad  Zaland. 

JANUARY  28.  1984: 

The  agreement  pertaining 
to  the  extension  of  cultural 
cooperation  between  the 
Reoublic  of  Afghanistan  and 
the  Socialist  Republic  of 
Czechoslovakia  is  signed  in 
Prague  by  deputy  foreign 
minister  of  the  Republic  of 


Afghanistan    Waheed  Ab- 
dullah and  deputy  foreign 
minister  of  Czechoslovakia 
Rahrouza  for  the  year  1974- 
75. 

JANUARY  30,  1974: 
In  connection  with  dis- 
tribution of  state  owned 
lands  to  landless  families, 
843  families  have  received 
land  in  Nangarhar  Valley 
Development  Project. 

FEBRUARY  2,  1974.: 

President  of  the  state 
and  prime  minister  Moha- 
mmad Daoud  receives  Pa- 
kistani Minister  of  State 
for  Foreig*n  Affairs  and 
Defence  Aziz  Ahmad  at 
the  presidential  palace  th- 
is evening.  During  the  mee- 
ting Aziz  Ahmad  has  de- 
livered the  President  and 
Prime  Minister,  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Pakistani  Prime 
Minister  Zulfikar  Ali  Bhu- 
tto for  the  participation  of 
Afghanistan  in  the  Islamic 
summit  conference  which 
is  to  be  held  in  Lahore. 
Aziz  Ahmad  arrived  in  Ka- 
bul last  Friday. 

FEBRUARY  7,  1974: 

The  USATD  will  contrib- 
ute over  three  million  doll- 
ars to  Kabul  University  col- 
lesfe  of  agriculture  and  en- 
gineering and  education. 

An  agreement  covering 
this  cooneration  is  signed 
in  Kabul  by  the  Rector  of 
Kabul  University  Dr.  Moh- 
^nimad  Haidar  and  US  ' 
b^ssador  to  Kabul  Theodor 
Eliot,  Jr. 
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FEBRUARY  18,  1974: 

The  special  envoy  of  Pr- 
esident of  the  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud  to  the  Islamic  su- 
mmit conference  in  Lahore, 
Abdur  Rahman  Pazhwak 
pays  a  courtesy  call  on  Pa- 
kistani Prime  Minister  Zu'I- 
fikar  Ali  Bhutto  this  after- 
noon. According  to  another 
report  ambassador  Pazh- 
wak meets  Bhutto  at  8  p.m. 
today.  Abdur  Rahman  Pa- 
zhwak the  Afghan  ambass- 
ador to  New  Delhi  left  Ka- 
bul yesterday  for  Lahore  to 
attend  the  Islamic  summit 
conference  as  special  rep- 
resentative of  the  Presid- 
ent of  the  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Da- 
oud. 


Answering  a  question  in 
regard  to  political  differe- 
nce between  Afghanistan 
and  Pakistan,  Pazhwak,  on 
arrival  at  the  Lahore  air- 
port said  yesterday  that 
of  course  Afghanistan  has 
political  difference  with  Pa- 
kistan but  Afghanistan  do- 
es not  wish  to  have  this 
difference  brought  up  in 
the  conference. 

FEBRUARY,  23,  1974: 

Afghanistan  welcomes  the 
extension  of  recognition  by 
Pakistan  to  the  independ- 
ent state  of  Bangladesh, 
the  Foreign  Ministry  spok- 
esman told  a  Bakhtar  news 
agency  reporter  today.  The 
spokesman  said  the  action 
was  a  positive  step  on  the 
way  of  so'Iution  of  the  sub- 
continent's problems,  and 


creation  of  permanent  pe- 
ace and  fruitful  cooperati- 
on there. 

FEBRUARY  26,  1974: 

Mohammad  Naim,  spec- 
ial envoy  of  President  of 
State  and  Prime  Minister 
meets  Indian  Foreign  Mi- 
nister Swaran  Singh  and 
Indian  Prime  Minister  In- 
dira Gandhi  today.  Moham- 
mad Naim  left  Kabul  for 
new  Delhi  yesterday  on  a 
four  day  visit. 


A  delegation  of  Czecho- 
slovak experts  arrived  he- 
re tonight  to  study  the  tro- 
lley bus  project  in  Kabul 
city  from  technical  and  ec- 
onomic point  of  view. 

FBERUARY  27,  1974: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud  speaking  at  Ka- 
bul Polytechnic  Institute 
Ceremony   said : 

"We  are  Muslims,  and 
as  we  brought  about  this 
revolution  by  accepting  all 
sacrifices,  we  shall  proc- 
eed, with  the  same  spirit 
of  sacrifice  up  to  the  end, 
and  shall  remain  firm  on 
our  way.  We  welcome  War- 
mly all  youth  who  will  be- 
come our  companions  on 
this  way.'* 

President  Daoud  add- 
ed: "We  have  no  connection 
with  any  group,  and  link- 
ing us  with  any  group  or 
any  movement  is  a  sin.  We 
only  serve  our  nation,  with 
the  spirit  of  serving  our 
country  with  complete  fai- 
th, and  all  our  power, 
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MARCH  8,  1974: 

President  of  the  State 
and  Prime  Minister  Moh- 
ammad Daoud  has  reques- 
ted the  heads  of  states  of 
friend  and  brother  countr- 
ies of  Iraq  and  Iran  to  take 
measures  so  that  blood- 
shed of  Muslims  on  the  two 
countries'  borders  is  prev- 
ented. 

MARCH  11,  1974: 

Va  order  to  ensure  the 
interests  of  the  majority 
of  the  people  in  the  coun- 
try, and  to  maintain  the 
prices  of  imported  goods 
stable  during  the  year  1353, 
the  Repubhcan  governm- 
ent of  Afghanistan  has  de- 
cided to  subsidise  the  con- 
sumers of  basic  commoditi- 
es such  as  petrol,  diesel  and 
sugar  to  the  tune  of  one 
billion  Afghanis  a  year. 

MARCH  14,  1974: 

Extraction  of  barite  from 
Sa'nglan  barite  mine  of  He- 
rat is  inaugurated  today 
by  Herat  governor  Eng. 
Abdul  Tawab  Assifi.  Dur- 
ing the  next  Afghan  year 
(1353)  some  30,000  tons 
barite  will  be  obtained  from 
Herat  barite  mine  and  some 
of  it  is  planned  to  be  expor- 
ted. 

MARCH  20,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
in  his  new  year  message  br- 
oadcast over  Radio  Afgha- 
nistan said:  "For  a  nation 
that  is  new  on  the  road  of 
change,  and  has  still  grave 
problems  and  responsibilit- 


ies, the  first  requirement 
for  achieving  her  objecti- 
ves is  recognition  and  ass- 
essment of  shortcomings 
and  weak  points,  and  then 
efforts  and  exertions  for 
correcting  the  shortcom- 
ings, and  elimination  of  th- 
ose weak  points. 

MARCH  21,  1974: 

The  traditional  new  year 
festival  is  celebrated  in 
Kabul  and  provinces. 

MARCH  24,  1974: 

The  Program  of  Trade 
Development  has  been  en- 
forced after  approval  of 
the  cabinet  and  endorsem- 
ent of  the  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 

Daoud. 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud  receives  Sheikh 
Al-Jabar— al  Sabah  the  sp- 
ecial advisor  of  His  Royal 
Highness,  Ruler  of  Kuwait 
at  the  Presidential  Palace. 

MARCH  25,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud, 
receives  participants  of  the 
UNESCO  meet  on  enginee- 
ring education  for  central 
and  southern  region  of 
Asia  at  the  Presidential  Pa- 
lace and  expresses  the  ple- 
asure over  the  conference 
in  Afghanistan  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Higher  Enginee- 
ring Education. 


A  police  court  and  spec- 
ial tribunal  for  settling  po- 
lice and  gendarmarie  off- 
enses, as  the  final  authori- 
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ty,  has  been  established 
within  the  framework  of 
the  Court  of  Cassation,  ju- 
dicial organ  of  the  Ministry 
of  Justice. 

MARCH  26,  1974: 

Mohammad  Nairn  spe- 
cial envoy  of  the  Head  of 
State  and  Prime  Minister, 
Mohammad  Daoud,  leaves 
for  Iraq  on  an  official  and 
friendly  visit.  Mohammad 
Nairn  will  pay  official  and 
friendly  visits  to  Iraq,  Lib- 
ya, Algeria  and  Egypt  at 
the  i'nvitation  of  the  resp- 
ective governments. 

MARCH  27,  1974: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister,  Mohammad 
Daoud,  participates  in  the 
sapling  plantation  cerem- 
onies at  the  Central  Gar- 
rison headquarters. 


The  agreement  for  con- 
tinued cooperation  of  US- 
AID  with  Education  Minist- 
ry in  primary  school  curri- 
cula and  text  books  pro- 
vision for  another  year  is 
signed  in  Kabul. 


Presidential  envoy,  Mo- 
hammad Naim,  meets  Iraqi 
President  Hassan  A  1-Bakr 
and  Foreign  Minister  Sa- 
yed  Mortaza  Abdul  Baqi 
and  other  Iraqi  prominent 
figures  and  discuss  with^th- 
em  the  issues  of  interest 
to  both  the  countries,  in  an 
atmosphere  of  extreme  wa- 
rmth and  friendship  which 
manifest  close  and  broth- 
erly relations  of  Afghanis- 
tan and  Iraq. 


APRIL,  1„  1974: 

Presidential  envoy  Mo- 
hammad Naim  who  is  cur- 
rently on  an  official  tour 
of  Arab  countries  meets 
Libyan  President  Moamar 
Al-Qadafi  and  exchanges 
with  him  views  on  bilateral 
relations,  problems  of  the 
region  and  international  is- 
sues. The  talks  are  held  in 
a  friendly  atmosphere. 

APRIL  3,  1974: 

Mohammad  Naim,  spec- 
ial envoy  of  President  Mo- 
hammad Daoud  meets  Al- 
gerian President  Houari 
Boumedienne.  During  the 
meeting  which  took  place 
in  a  friendly  and  amicab'ie 
atmosphere  they  exchang- 
ed views  on  relations  bet- 
ween the  two  countries  and 
world  issues  and  also  situ- 
ation of  the  region. 

APRIL  5,  1974: 

The  Holy  Prophet  Mo- 
hammad's birthday  is  ob- 
served in  functions  throu- 
ghout the  country. 

APRIL  7,  1974: 

The  World  Health  Day 
is  marked  in  functions  th- 
roughout the  country. 

APRIL,  11,  1974: 

Mohammad  Naim,  spec- 
ial envoy  of  President  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  meets  Egyptian  Pre- 
sident Anwar  Sadat  in  Ca- 
iro and  holds  talks  with 
him  on  matters  of  mutual 
interest  between  the  two 
countries  and  international 
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affairs. 

APPJL  13,  1974: 

The  agreement  pertain- 
ing to  dollars  398  000  U.S. 
grant-in-aid  for  the  Cent- 
ral Statistics  Office  is  sig- 
ned in  Kabul  by  Deputy  Pla- 
nning Minister  Ali  Ahmad 
Khuram  and  US  ambassador 
to  Afghanistan,  Theodore 
Eliot,  Jr. 

APRIL  15,  1974: 

Presidential  envoy  Mo- 
hammad Naim  meets  His 
Majesty  Malik  Faisal,  the 
Saudi  Arabian  Monarch  in 
Riyadh,  and  discusses  with 
him  all  matters  of  interest 
on  bilateral  as  well  as  in- 
ternational issues. 

APRIL  17,  1974: 

Mohammad  Naim,  sp- 
ecial envoy  of  President 
and  Prime  Minister  Moha- 
mmad Daoud  returns  to 
Kabul  today  after  official 
vi<-its  to  Iraq,  Libya,  Alg- 
eria, Egypt  and  Saudi  Ar- 
abia. 

APRIL  18,  1974: 

The  Preside'ntiax  Utiice 
releases  the  text  of  an  in- 
terview granted  by  Head 
of  State  and  Prime  Minist- 
er Mohammad  Daoud  to 
Mir  Jameel— ul  Rahman, 
editor  of  the  daily  New 
Times  of  Rawalpindi. 

In  reply  to  a  question  re- 
garding preparation  of  the 
new  Constitution,  the  Head 
of  State  and  Prime  Minis- 
ter said:  ''Many  journalists 
have  asked  about  Afgha- 


nistan's Constitution  so  far 
to  which  answers  have  been 
provided. 

"I  do  not  know  why  any 
haste  should  be  made  in 
this  respect  by  a  regime  th- 
at is  hardly  ten  months  old 
while  there  have  been  go- 
vernments which  have  fun- 
ctioned without  a  Constitu- 
tion for  long  years." 

When  asked  how  long 
will  it  take,  the  President 
replied:  ''Whenever  it  is 
ready,  but  what  I  can  say 
Is  that  it  wi'il  be  a  democ- 
ratic and  progressive  con- 
stitution." 

With  regard  to  Afghan- 
istan's position  on  Pashtu- 
nistan  the    President  said: 
"The  decisions  of  the  Loya 
Jirgahs  and    the  parliam- 
ents and  the  official  state- 
ments of  the  governments 
in  Afghanistan  about  Pash- 
tunsitan  have    been  given 
at  every    occasion  and  op- 
portunity in  which  our  po- 
sition has  been  explained. 
If  you  as  a  journalist  wish 
to  seek  information  about 
Pashtunistan  you  may  ask 
your  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs.     Furthermore,  if 
the  history  of  Afghanistan 
and  the  Indian  sub-contin- 
ent is  studied  and  particu- 
larly the  events  which  ha- 
ve taken  place  in  this  re- 
gion, specially  during  the 
era  of  British  colonialism, 
then  you  will  find  an  answ- 
er to  your  question  and  you 
can  also  put  this  question  to 
the  Pashtun  and  Baluchi 
leaders  themselves". 

In  another  question  the 
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journalist  asked:  ''Does 
Afghanistan  recognise  Na- 
tional Awami  Party  (NAP)as 
the  real  representative", 
the  President  replied:  "Un- 
doubtedly because  the  best 
reason  for  it  is  the  majori- 
ty won  by  them  in  the  elec- 
tions". 

APRIL  21,  1974: 

The  agreement  for  trade 
and  payments  and  the  pro- 
tocol for  exchange  of  goods 
for  1974  are  signed  bet- 
ween the  government  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanis- 
tan and  the  People's  Rep- 
ublic of  China. 

APRIL  25,  1974: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  xMinister,  Moham- 
mad Daoud  has  ordered 
that  300  nomad  families 
in  Helmand  Valley  be  gi- 
ven plots  of  public  la'nds. 


Deputy  Foreign  Minist- 
er of  Poland  Jan  Czapla  ar- 
rives in  Kabul  on  the  invi- 
tation of  Deputy  Foreign 
Minister  Waheed  Abdul- 
lah. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister, Mohammad  Daoud, 
receives  Abdur  Rahman 
Jala'i,  special  represetitati- 
ves  of  Malaysian  Prime  Mi- 
nister Tunku  Abdur  Ra- 
zak  in  the  Presidential  Pa- 
lace. During  the  meeting  a 
special  message  of  Malay- 
sian Prime  Minister  is  con- 
veyed to  President  Daoud. 
In  the  message  an  invitati- 
on is  exte'nded  to  Afghanis- 
tan to  attend  the  Islamic 


Foreign  Ministers'  meeting 
which  is  to  be  held  in  Kua- 
lalumpur. 

APRIL  28,  1974: 

Head  of  State  and  Pri- 
me Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  receives  the  visiting 
Polish  Deputy  Foreign  Mi- 
nister Jan  Czapla  at  the  Pre- 
sidential Palace. 

MAY  1,  1974: 

International  Labour 

Day  is  marked  in  functions 

throughout  the  country. 

MAY  2,  1974 : 

The  Presidential  Office 
releases  the  text  of  an  in- 
terview granted  by  Head 
of  State  and  Prime  Minis- 
ter, Mohammad  Daoud,  to 
Kuldip  Nayar,  Editor  of 
Delhi  newspaper,  the  Sta- 
tesman. 

In  reply  to  a  question  ab- 
out land  reforms  in  Afgha- 
nistan, the  President  said: 
''Land  reform,  to  us  is  one 
of  the  valuable  objectives 
of  the  revolution  and  w^ 
have  started  to     study  it 
from  the  very  beginning  of 
the  revolution.  These  stu- 
dies are  still  continuing  and 
have  not  been  yet  complet- 
ed. It  is  my  hope  that  at 
some  appropriate  time  in 
the  future  which  I  can  not 
determine  now,    we  shall 
be  able  to  promulgate  the 
Land  Reform  Law". 

Answering  a  question  on 
the  economic  policy  of  Af- 
ghanistan, the  President 
said:  "It  is  a  guided  econo- 
my. This  policy  is  based  on 
and  aimed  at  serving  the 
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people  of  Afghanistan. 

Explaining  his  view  on 
Mr.  Brezhnev's     plan  for 
collective  security  in  Asia 
the  President  said:    "As  I 
have  said  before  that  the 
idea  of  collective  security 
system  for  Asia  embraces 
a  number  of  principles,  the 
majority  of  which    are  ac- 
ceptable to  peace  loving  co- 
untries Of  the  world.  Every 
pla'n  for  world  peace  and 
security,  regardless  of  by 
whom  or  by  which  country 
it  is    proposed    would  be 
considered    favourably  by 
us  provided  it  does  not  con- 
tradict our  -national  inte- 
rests". 

MAY  6,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
orders  distribution  of  land 
plots  to  394  nomad  famili- 
es in  Helmand  valley. 

MAY  7,  1974: 

Mohammad  Naim,  spe- 
cial e'nvoy  of  Head  of  State 
and  Prime  Minister  Moh- 
ammad Daoud  leaves  for 
Tehran  for  an  official  and 
friendly  visit  at  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Iranian  govern- 
ment. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  visiting  eco- 
nomic and  technical  coop- 
eration delegation  of  the 
Soviet  Union  at  the  Presi- 
dential Palace. 
MAY  9,  1974: 

The  national  flag  of  the 
Republic     of  Afghanistan 


is  hoisted  by  our  national 
leader,  President  a'nd  Pri- 
me Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  at  10  a.m.  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Presidential 
Palace.  At  the  same  time 
the  national  flag  is  raised 
at  the  ministries,  other  or- 
ganisations privileged  to 
display  the  flag. 

MAY  11,  1974: 

Mohammad  Nairn,  spe- 
cial envoy  of  President  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud  meets  with  Iran- 
ian Prime  Minister  Amir 
Abbas  Hoveyda.  During 
the  meeting  they  exchanged 
views  on  bilateral  issues 
in  a  very  friendly  atmos- 
phere. Similarly  Mohamm- 
ad Naim  is  received  by  His 
Imperial  Majesty  the  Shah- 
anshah  of  Iran. 

MAY  12,  1974: 

Mohammad  Naim,  spec- 
ial envoy  of  President  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  returns  to  Kabul  af- 
ter an  official  and  friendly 
visit  to  Iran. 

MAY  13,  1974: 

The  Protocol  relating  to 
the  construction  of  a  ther- 
mo-power  plant  in  Herat 
and  development  of  Sabzak 
coal  mine  for  use  in  the 
plant  and  cement  factory 
of  Herat  is  signed  between 
Afghanistan  and  Czechoslo- 
vakia. 


The  President  and  Prime 
Minister,  Mohammad  Da- 
oud, appoints    Ali  Ahmad 
Khuram  as  Planning  Min- 
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ister. 

MAY  18  1974: 

The  Central  Committee 
of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan, at  a  meeting  presid- 
ed over  by  the  Head  of  Sta- 
te and  Prime  Minister  Mo- 
hammad Daoud,  issues  the 
following  decision  on  work- 
ing hours  for  officials  and 
workers  of  the  nation : 

Working  hours  of  civil 
servants  and  workers  of 
government  offices  and  en- 
terprises and  organisations 
in  the  course  of  the  four 
seasons  of  the  year  shall  be 
organised  and  fixed  at  40 
hours  per  week. 

During  the  week  seven 
hours  of  work  and  ori  Th- 
ursdays five  hours  of  work 
shall  be  performed.  The 
one  hour  lunch  break  dur- 
ing the  week  shall  not  be 
counted  as  a  working  hour. 

MAY  20,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  scout  chiefs  of 
provinces  at  the  Presiden- 
tial palace.  Addressing  the 
scout  chiefs  the  President 
said:  "There  is  a  strength 
and  a  dynamism  in  our  yo- 
uth, and  I  wish  with  this 
strength  you  prepare  the 
path  of  real  development 
and  progress  to  your  co- 
untry". 

MAY  21,  1974: 

Teachers'  Day  is  observ- 
ed throughout  the  country. 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 


receives  representatives  of 
teachers  from  Kabul  and 
provinces  at  the  Presiden- 
tial Palace  this  evening. 

MAY  25,  1974: 

The  President  of  Nation- 
al Awami  Party,  Khan  Ab- 
dul Wall  Khan,  arrives  he- 
re via  Islamabad. 

MAY  27,  1974: 

The  56th  anniversary  of 
the  regaining  of  indepen- 
dence of  Afghanistan  is 
marked  throughout  the  co- 
untry. 

JUNE  1,  1974: 

Reiterating  once  again 
the  position  of  the  state 
and  the  people  of  Afghan- 
istan as  regards  full  sup- 
port and  backing  the  cau- 
se of  our  Arab  brothers, 
including  the  brother  pe- 
ople of  Palestinian  Arabs 
President  and  Prime  Min- 
ister Mohammad  Daoud 
said  the  agreement  on  the 
disengagement  of  the  Syr- 
ian and  Israeli  forces  on  the 
Golan  Heights  was  an  imp- 
ortant step  in  Middle  East. 
The  President  has  further 
said  that  the  agreement  is 
a  hope  for  a  just  a'nd  per- 
manent (Solution  to  the 
Middle  East  issue,  the  Ba- 
khtar  News  Agency  corr- 
espondent reports. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  visiting  secretary 
general  of  the  Islamic  Sec- 
retariat, Mohammad  Hass- 
an AM  Tahami,  this  even- 
ing. 


JUNE  3,  1974: 

The  press  today  publishes 
the  transcribed  versio'ii  of 
an  interview  granted  by 
Head  of  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Dao- 
ud  to  Dr.  Franz  Koehler, 
special  correspondent  of 
the  weekly  'Horizon',  publ- 
ished in  the  Democratic  Re- 
pubhc  of  Germany. 

Answering  a  question  as 
to  what  ki'nd  of  party  sys- 
te  will  fit  Afghanistan, 
the  President  said:  "At  pr- 
esent I  cannot  say  with  cer- 
tainty that  which  form  will 
come  to  being.  But  our  own 
bitter  experiences  and  a  stu- 
dy of  the  countries  with  sa- 
me conditions  as  those  of 
ours,  have  shown  us  that  a 
multinarty  system  creates 
problems  and  at  times  blocks 
advanceme*nt." 

JUNE  4,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
leaves  Kabul  for  Moscow  on 
an  official  and  friendly  vi- 
sit. Since  Afghanistan  was 
proclaimed  a  republic  last 
July,  this  is  the  first  time 
that  the  President  is  paying 
a  visit  abroad. 

JUNE  5,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
holds  talks  in  the  Kremlin 
with  General  Secretary  of 
Central  Committee  of  the 
Soviet  Communist  Party 
Leonid  Brezhnev,  President 
of  the  Presidium  of  the  Su- 
preme Soviet  Nikolai  Pod- 
gorny,  and     Soviet  Prime 


Minister  Alexei   Kosygin  on 
matters  of  interest. 

JUNE  6,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Moham.mad  Daoud 
holds  second  round  of  talks 
with  Soviet  leaders  at  the 
Kremlin,  on  subjects  of  in- 
terest to  the  two  sides.  The 
talks  are  held  in  a  very 
warm  and  sincere  atmosph- 
ere. 

MAY  8,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Moham.mad  Daoud 
arrives  in  Kabul  this  after- 
noon from  his  friendly  and 
officia'i  visit  to  USSR. 

A  joint  Afghan-Soviet  co- 
mmunique is  issued  at  the 
end  of  the  visit  to  USSR  by 
President  Mohammad  Da- 
oud. 

In  the  course  of  the  visit 
bv  President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
to  Soviet  Union.  Moscow 
agreed  to  provide  economic 
and  technical  cooperation 
for  21  projects. 

JUNE  10,  1974: 

Cabinet  approves  excise 

duty  law. 

The  Hungarian  Deputy 
Foreign  Minister,  Pak  Racz 
arrives  here  at  the  invitati- 
on of  the  Ministry  of  For- 
eign Affairs. 

JUNE  12,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  deputy  foreign 
minister  of    Hungary  Pak 
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Kacz  at  the  Presidential  Pa- 
lace. 


Mothers'  Day  is  observed 
i'n  a  function  held  at  the 
Zainab  Nendari. 


President  Mohammad  Da- 
oud receives  the  visiting 
economic  delegation  of 
Kuwait  headed  by  Abdul 
Latif  Al-Hemad  at  the  Pre- 
sidential Palace. 

JUNE  15,  1974: 

President  of  the  National 
Awami  Party  Khan  Abdul 
Wall  Khan  leaves  for  Pe- 
shawar via  Turkham. 

JUNE  21,  1974: 

496  deserving  families 
receive  land  p'iots  in  Helm- 
and  project. 

JUNE  22,  1974: 

New  Customs  Tariff  Law 
comes  into  force. 

JUNE  26,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  sixth  gradua- 
ting class  of  the  Nangarh- 
ar  Medical  College  at  the 
Presidential  Palace.  Addr- 
essing the  young  physicians 
the  President  said  constru- 
ction and  all-round  progress 
in  a  country  is  achieved 
only  by  national  unity,  con- 
sensus and  concerted  ac- 
tion. 

JUNE  29,  1974: 

Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Waheed  Abdullah  who  is 
currently  in  Delhi  on  scn 
official  and  friend'iy  invita- 
tion of  the  Indian  Foreign 
Minister  Swaran  Singh  hol- 


ds talks  with  him. 

The  agreement  related  to 
dollars  7.5  million  US  loan 
to  Afghanistan  is  signed  in 
Kabul  by  the  Planning  Mi- 
nister Ali  Ahmad  Khuram 
and  US  envoy  to  Kabul, 
Theodore  Eliot,  Jr. 

JUNE  30,  1974: 

Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Waheed  Abdullah  holds 
talks  with  Bangladesh  lea- 
ders in  Dacca.  The  Afghan 
delegation  headed  by  Wa- 
heed Abdullah  signs  the 
trade  agreement  with  Ban- 
gladesh which  is  the  first  of 
its  kind  signed  between  the 
two  countries. 

JULY  7,  1974: 

Ariana  Afghan  Airlines 
cites  reasons  for  suspens- 
ion of  Ariana  flights  to  Pa- 
kistan. 


Trade  protocol  between 
Afghanistan  and  India  is 
signed  in  Kabul 

JULY  9,  1974: 

Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Waheed  Abdullah  who  is 
currently  in  Turkey  on  an 
official  and  friendly  visit 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Tur- 
kish Foreign  Minister  meets 
with  Turkish  President  Fa- 
hri  Koruturk. 

JULY  10,  1974: 

The  Ministry  of  Finance 
puts  into  circulation  afs. 
100  and  afs.  20  bills  of  the 
Republican  State  of  Afgha- 
nistan. Tlie  new  bills  will 
be  in  circulation  with 
the  old  bills. 
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The  cabinet  approves  the 
law  governing  the  activities 
of  the  public  enterprises. 

JULY  13,  1974: 

The  spokesma*n    of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  answering 
a  Bakhtar  correspondent 
question  about  the  recent 
statements  of    Zulfikar  Ai 
Bhutto,  the  Prime  Minister 
of  Pakista'n  and  the  spokes- 
man of  that  country's  For- 
eign Office,  in  which  they 
have  accused  Afghanistan 
of  mihtary  preparations  ag 
ainst     Pakistan,     stated : 
"The  said  accusations  are 
completely    baseless,  devo- 
id of  any  truth  and  nothing 
but  lies".  The  spokesman 
said  that  the  basic  objec- 
tive of  these  malicious  ac- 
cusations against  Afghanis- 
tan is  to  deviate  Pakistani 
and  world  public  opiniton 
from  the  cruel    actions  by 
the  government  of  Pakist- 
an against  the  Pashtun  and 
Baluchi     nationalists  and 
the  gravely    atid  dangerous 
situation  prevailing  in  that 
country. 

JULY  14,  1974: 

The  Mazar-i-Sharif  che- 
mical fertiliser  and  therm- 
ail  power  plants  are  opened 
by  Mines  and  Industries 
Minister  Prof.  Abdul  Ka- 
youm.  The  production  ca- 
pacity of  the  chemical  fer- 
tiliser plant  is  105,000  tons 
of  urea  fertiliser  a  year  and 
of  the  power  plant  is  36,000 
kw.  The  two  plants  are  con- 
structed with  technical  and 
economic  cooperation  from 
the  Soviet  Union. 


JULY  15,  1974: 

President  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Da- 
oud  receives  Soviet  petro- 
chemical industries  minis- 
ter Kastandov  and  the  del- 
egation accompanying  him 
at  the  Presidential  palace. 

JULY  16,  1974: 

On  the  occasion  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  found- 
ing of  the  Republican  reg- 
ime in  Afghanistan,  press 
and  culture  prizes  are  dis- 
tributed to  the  recipients  at 
the  function  held  at  Kabul 
Nendari  this  evening. 


President  and    Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
broadcasts  a  special  mess- 
age   over  Radio  Afghanis- 
tan on  the  occasion  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  the  Republican  regime 
in  Afghanistan  in  which  he 
reviewed    the  Repub'xican 
Revolution  of    Saratan  26, 
1352,  from  its  very  incep- 
tion. 

JULY  17,  1974: 

The  three-day  Revoluti- 
on anniversary  celebrations 
begin  with  a  military  pa;- 
rade. 

JULY  18,  1974: 

The  first  trade  and  pay- 
ments agreement  between 
the  Republic  of  Afghanis- 
tan and  the  Socialist  Rep- 
ubhc  of  Rumania  is  signed 
in  Kabul. 

JULY  20,  1974: 

Commenting  on  the  mi- 
litary operations  of  Turkey 
in  Cyprus,  the    purpose  of 
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which  is  to  safeguard  the 
fundamental  rights  of  the 
Turkish  minority  in  that 
country,  the  spokesman  of 
the  Foreign  Ministry  told 
the  Bakhtar  correspondent 
that  the  government  of  Afg- 
hanistan, with  full  under- 
sta'nding,  supports  this  op- 
eration, the  sole  aim  of  wh- 
ich is  to  restore  and  safe- 
guard the  fundamental  ri- 
ghts of  the  Turkish  mino- 
rity on  the  Isla-nd. 

TULY  22,  1974: 

A  high  'level  Iranian  eco- 
nomic delegation,  headed 
by  Iranian  Commerce  Mi- 
nister Faraidoon  Mehdavi, 
arrives  in  Kabul  this  morn- 
ing at  the  invitation  of 
Plan'ning  Minister  Ali  Ah- 
mad Khuram. 

JULY  23,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  Iranian  Com- 
merce Minister  and  head 
of  the  Iranian  economic  de- 
legation Faraidoon  Mahda- 
vi  at  the  Presidential  Palace 
this  mornrng. 

The     Iranian  economic 
delegation  meets  with  Plan- 
ning Minister     Ali  Ahmad 
Khuram  in  his  office  and 
holds     general  discussion 
with  him  on     the  Iranian 
participation  in  financing 
and  implementation  of  a 
number  of  projects    in  Af- 
ghanistan. 

JULY  25,  1974: 

Afghanistan  and  Iran  si- 
gn    economic  cooperation 


protocol  in  Kabul  today. 

In  accordance  with  the 
protocol  Iran  wiil  take  part 
in  a  number  of  projects. 
Iran  will  put  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  Afghanistan  dollars 
10  million,  which  can  be 
increased  up  to  20  million 
for  expediting  economic 
feasibility  studies  on  th- 
ese projects  and  employm- 
ent of  professional  organi- 
sations for  the  purpos! 


;e. 


JULY  27,  1974: 

The  100  bed  Hashim  Ma- 
ternity hospital  is  opened 
by  Deputy  Prime  Minister 
Dr.     Mohammad  Hassan 
Sharq. 

JULY  28,  1974: 

The  first  meeting  of  the 
High  Council  of  Rural  De- 
veiopment  was  chaired  by 
Head  of  State  a'nd  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Da- 
oud. 

JULY  30,  1974: 

The  agreement  pertain- 
ing to  the  10  million  dollars 
consumer  loan  of  the  Fe- 
deral Republic  of  Germany 
to  Afghanistan  is  signed  in 
Kabul  by  Deputy  Finance 
Minister  Khalikyar  and 
Ambassador  Dr.  Franz  Hoff- 
mann. 

AUGUST  2,  1974: 

The  Foreign  Ministry  in 
a  statement  has  welcomed 
the  agreement  on  cease- 
fire in  Cyprus  signed  in 
Geneva  recently  between 
representatives  of  Turkey, 
Greece  and  Britain. 
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AUGUST  3,  1974  : 

Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Waheed  Abdullah  summons 
the  Charge  d'Affaires  of  Pa- 
kistan in  Kabul  Bashir  Ba- 
bur  and  hands  him  the  of- 
ficial protest  of  Afghanis- 
tan pertaining  to  repeat- 
ed incursions  of  Pakistani 
military  p'lanes  over  the  ter- 
ritory of  Afghanistan. 


President  and    Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
presides  over  the  meeting 
of  the  Supreme  Economic 
Council. 

AUGUST  4,  1974: 

French  Education  Mi'ni- 
ster  Rene  Haby  arrives  in 
Kabul  at  the  invitation  of 
Education  Minister  Dr.  Ne- 
matullah  Pazhw^ak  to  att- 
end the  opening  ceremony 
of  the  new  building  of  Es- 
teklal  high  school. 


According  to  a  report  by 
Bakhtar  news  agency  rep- 
orter, Bashir  Ahmad,  me- 
mber of  the  Pakistan  high 
commission  in  Kuala  Lum- 
pur has  asked  for  political 
asylum  from  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan  and  this  re- 
quest has  been  granted. 

AUGUST  5,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  French  Education 
Minister  Rene  Haby  at  the 
Presidential  Palace  at  4 
p.m.  today. 


Commenting  on  the  state- 
ment by  Pakistani  Prime 
Minister  Bhutto  that  Afg- 


hanistan were  responsible 
for  recent  explosions  in  Ba- 
luchistan, a  foreign  minis- 
try spokesman  said  not  on- 
ly these  statements  are 
baseless  and  untrue,  but 
he  also  strongly  refutes  th- 
em. The  spokesman  adds 
that  through  these  irresp- 
onsible statements  Bhutto 
is  seeking  pretentions  for 
bearing  more  pressure  on 
the  Pashtun  and  Baluchi 
people. 

The  new  premises  of  Es- 
teklal  high  school  built 
with  a  French  grant  are 
inaugurated  and  the  master 
key  to  the  buildings  is  offi- 
cially presented  to  Educa- 
tion Minister  Dr.  Pazhwak 
by  French  Education  Mi- 
nister Rene  Haby. 

AUGUST  10,  1974: 

After  repeated  vio'^ation 
of  Afghan  air  space  by 
Pakistan,  a  Pakistani  air 
force  helicopter  is  forced 
to  land  in  Naley  district. 
The  helicopter  and  it  crew 
is  in  the  custody  of  the  ge- 
ndarmarie  forces  of  the 
district  and  the  case  is  un- 
der investigation. 

AUGUST  11,  1974: 

The  Pakistan  Charge  D'- 
Affaires Bashir  Babur  is 
summioned  to  the  Foreign 
Ministry  and  the  official  pr- 
otest of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan related  to  the  in- 
trusion of  Pakistani  air 
force  hehcopter  on  Afghan 
territory  is  handed  to  him 
by  Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Wahed  Abdullah. 


250 


AUGUST  15,  1974: 
A  protocol  is  signed  today 
between  the  Kabul  Muni- 
cipal Corporation  and  Sov- 
iet Embassy  in  Kabul  for 
study  a'ad  supervision  of 
25  year  master  plan  of  Ka- 
bul city  by  Soviet  experts. 

AUGUST  18,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  directors  of  edu- 
cation from  various  provin- 
ces at  the  presidential  pa- 
lace. 

AUGUST  19,  1974: 

World  population  day  is 
marked  in  special  function 
at  Radio  Afghanistan  aud- 
itorium. 

AUGUST  24,  1974: 

Regulations  pertaining  to 
preparation  of  budget  com- 
es into  force  following  th- 
eir approval  by  the  cabinet 
and  sanction  of  the  Head 
of  State  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Daoud. 


1260  jeribs  of  land  is  dis- 
tributed amiong  the  land- 
less families  of  the  country 
ivi  Helmand  Valley  project. 

AUGUST  27,  1974: 

Iranian  Foreign  Mini- 
tcr  Abbas  Ali  Khelat- 
bari  arrives  in  Kabul 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Fo- 
reign Ministry. 


Answering  a  question  of 
Bakhtar  correspondent  abo- 
ut the  statements  made  by 
Pakistani  Prime  Minister 
Bhutto  who  said  that  Afgh- 
anistan lays  claims  on  pash- 


tunista'n  and  Baluchistan 
and  has  set  up  military  ca- 
mps for  training  freedom 
fighters,  the  Foreign  Minis- 
try spokesman  said:"  Such 
baseless  allegations  are  not 
new  for  us  and  the  Pakist- 
ani Prime  Ministcer  makes 
such  false  allegations  in  or- 
der to  mislead  the  public 
opi'nio'n  and  deceive  the  pe- 
ople." 

August  28,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Min- 
ster Mohammad  Daoud  rec- 
eives the  visiting  Iranian 
Foreign  Minister  Abbas  Kh- 
elatbari  at  the  presidential 
palace  at  11.30  a.  m.  today. 


Bangladesh  Commerce 
Minister  Mushtaq  Ahmad 
arrives  in  Kabul  at  the  inv- 
itation of  Commerce  Minist- 
er Mohammad  Khan  Jala- 
lar. 

August  29,  1974: 

Pashtunstan  national  day 
is  marked  in  Kabul  and  pr- 
ovincial centres  of  the  cou- 
ntry in  special  functions. 

AUGUST  30,  1974: 

rnternational  Children'^: 
Day  is  marked  at  auditori- 
um of  the  Public  Health 
Institute  this  morning. 

SEPTEMBER  1,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  Bangladesh  Com- 
merce Minister  Mushtaq 
Ahmad  at  the  Presidential 
Office. 

SEPTEMBER  3,  1974: 
Planning    Minister  Ali 


Ahmad  Khuram  and  Iraqi 
Planning  Minister    sign  an 
agreement     in  Bagndad 
pertaining  to    dollars  10 
million  loa'n  of  the  Iraqi 
government  to  Afghanistan 
on  favourable  terms. 

SEPTEMBER  4,1974: 
The  centi'xiary  of  the  late 
Abdul  Ali  Mustaghni,  one 
of  Afghanistan's  wel-known 
poets^  and  men  of  literatu- 
re of  the  last  generation  is 
marked  by  education  mini- 
stry in  one  of  the  schools 
'named  after  the  late  poet. 

SEPTEMBER  5,  1974: 
The  transit  agreemeent 
between  the  republic  of 
Afghanistan  and  Imperial 
State  of  Iran  is  signed  here 
tonight. 

SEPTEMBER  7,  1974: 
Press  and  literacy  day  is 
marked  in  a  function  i'a  Ra- 
dio Afghanistan. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  secretary  general 
of  the  Islamic  secretariat 
Dr.  Hassan  Al-Tahami  at  the 
presidential  palace. 

SEPTEMBER  10,  1974: 

Afghan  and  Iraqi  delega- 
tions hold  talks  at  the  co- 
mmerce ministry  o'n  ways 
to  develop  Afghan  exports 
to  Iraq. 

SEPTEMBER  11,  1974: 
President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud  in 
a  message  sent  to  heads  o 


state  of  Islamic  countries, 
the     secretary    general  of 
the  Islamic  Conference,  the 
Motamare     Alenie  Islam, 
and  the  Rabete  Alame  Isla- 
mi  called  their  attention 
to  the  conditions  in  Baluch- 
istan, which  are  causes  for 
concern,  and  the  merciless 
meassacres  and  mass  annihil- 
ation policy  of  Pakistan  in 
that  region,  especially  the 
recent  ultimatum  by  Zulfi- 
kar  Ali  Bhutto  that  unless 
the  independence  fighters 
surrender  to  the  governm- 
ent by  October  15,  there 
will  be  a  widescale  bom- 
bardment of  their  villages 
and  homes. 


An  agreement  for  the  pu- 
rchase of  related  equipment 
for  the  Baikh  textile  mill 
is  signed  between  the  Af- 
ghan and  Soviet  officials 
in  Kabul. 


An  agreement  is  signed 
in  Kabul  under  which  the 
experts  of  the  People's  Re- 
public of  China  will  be  dis- 
patched to  Afghanistan  to 
help  the  construction,  ins- 
tallation of  machinery  to 
increase  the  production  of 
the  Bagrami  Textile  mill. 


Information  and  Culture 
Minister  Prof.  Dr.  Nevin 
chairs  the  first  meeting  on 
preparation  for  the  Inter- 
national Wom^en's  Year. 

SEPTEMBER  17  1974: 

Agreement  has  been  rea- 
ched between  Historical  So- 
ciety of  Afghanistan  and 
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Historical  and  Archaeologi- 
cal Society  of  Iraq  regar- 
ding the  cultural  and  his- 
torical studies. 

SEPTEMBER  19,  1974: 

Turkish  Interior  Minist- 
er Ogzan  Asilturk  and  his 
wife  arrive  in  Kabul  for 
an  official  visit.  He  carries 
a  message  from  Turkish 
President  Fahrj  Koruturk 
to  President  a'nd  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Da- 
oud. 


The  city  plans  of  most  of 
the  provinces  have  been 
completed  by  city  and  Ho- 
using Authority  and  are 
sent  to  the  respective  pro- 
vinces for  implementation. 

SEPTEMBER  21,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  visiting  rnterior 
Minister  of  Turkey  Asilt- 
urk at  the  Presidential  Pa- 
lace at  9  a.m.  today. 

SEPTEMBER  22,  1974: 

The  government  of  Pak- 
istan has  officially  apolo- 
gised to  Afghanistan  about 
the  intrusion  of  a  Pakistani 
military  helicopter  in  Af- 
ghanistan's air  space. 

SEPTEMBER  25,  1974: 

The  press  releases  the 
transcribed  version  of  a'n 
interview  given  by  Deputy 
Foreign  Minister  Waheed 
Abdullah  to  Lewis  Simon, 
correspondent  of  Washing- 
ton Post. 

Regarding  Pashtunistan 
issue,     Waheed  Abdullah, 
in  his  interview  said:  "Af- 


gha^nistan  has  tried  prior 
to  and  after  the  establish- 
ment of  Pakistan  that  the 
right  of  self-determination 
be  granted  to  these  peo- 
ple. Unfortunately  despite 
all  the  efforts  made  by  Af- 
ghanistan thus,  far,  Pakis- 
tan has  refused  to  do  so. 
The  Pashtun  and  Baluchi 
people,  and  their  land  was 
never  a  part  of  Pakistan". 

"Afghanistan  has  always 
been  firmly  convinced,  and 
she  is  convinced  that,  the 
right  of  self-determination 
be  granted  to  these  people", 
he  continued. 

SEPTEMBER  31,  1974: 

Britain  is  to  provide  Af- 
ghanistan one  million  po- 
und sterhng  in  credit  and 
grant  for  implementation  of 
some  of  the  Afghan  deve- 
lopment projects. 

OCTOBER  1,  1974: 

Information  and  Culture 
Minister  Prof.  Dr.  Nevin 
opens  a  seminar  on  the  life 
and  works  of  the  great  7th 
century  sage  and  scholar 
Maulana  Jala'iuddin  Balkhi 
in  the  auditorium  of  Radio 
Afghanistan. 

OCTOBER  6,  1974: 

An  agreement  for  sur- 
vey, design  and  construc- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  the 
Amu  river  near  Hairatan 
is  signed  between  Afghan- 
istan and  USSR. 

OCTOBER  10,  1974: 

The  documents  pertaining 
to  the  cooperation  betw- 
een Afghanistan  and  USSR 
for  making    ready    for  use 
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and  transfer  of  petroleum 
to  Angot  reserves  and  es- 
tablishment of  a  refinery 
with  a  capacity  of  100,000 
tons  a  year  with  due  con- 
sideration to  the  expansion 
of  the  refinery  in  proporti- 
on to  the  reserves  to  be 
discovered  in  the  future  is 
signed  in  Kabul  today. 


The  spokesman  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  in  respon- 
se to  a  Bakhtar  news  ag- 
ency reporter's  question 
regarding  Pakistan's  Pri- 
me Minister  Bhutto's  asser- 
tion that  Afghanistan's  de- 
puty foreign  minister  Wa- 
heed  Abdullah  has  told  the 
Washington  Post's  corres- 
pondent that  in  the  event 
of  a  confrontation  between 
Afghanistan  and  Pakistan, 
USSR  and  India  will  inter- 
vene in  favour  of  Afghanis- 
tan, stated  that  this  asser- 
tion is  a  product  of  imagi- 
nation of  Bhutto,  and  his 
own  fabrication. 

OCTOBER  12,  1974- 

The  anniversary  of  the 
revelation  of  the  Holy  Ko- 
ran is  observed  in  functions 
held  in  Kabul  University 
and  some  mosques  of  the 
city. 

OCTOBER  16,  1974: 

President  an^  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohaiiimad  Daoud 
issues  a  special  message  on 
the  occasion  of  Eid-Fiter. 


A  spokesman  of  the  Fo- 
reign Ministry  has  firmly 
rejected  the  claim  of  the 
Pakistani  official  authorities 


regarding  financial  and  te- 
chnical aid  of  Afghanistan 
to  Pashtun  and  Baluchi  fr- 
eedom fighters  and  training 
of  guerrillas  inside  her 
territory. 

OCTOBER  19,  1974: 

DAfghanistan  Bank  put 
in  circulation  new  afs.  ten 
bills. 

OCTOBER  21,  1974: 

Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
and  Head  of  the  Afghan 
delegation  at  the  29th  UN 
General  Assembly  Waheed 
Abdullah,  in  his  speech  at 
the  plenary  session  of  the 
Assembly  offered  a  comp- 
rehensive explanation  of 
the  policy  of  Afghanistan 
in  regard  to  the  Pashtunis- 
tan  issue  and  the  backgr- 
ound of  this  only  political 
difference  between  Afgha- 
nistan and  Pakistan. 

At  the  end  of  the  plenary 
meeting,    the  Afghan  am- 
bassador to     New  Delhi 
Abdur    Rahman  Pazhwak 
who  attended  the  meetings 
as  an  advisor  to  the  Afghan 
delegation  in  reply  to  the 
statement  of  Pakistani  per- 
manent representative  at 
the  last  day  of  the  session 
said:    "The  representative 
of  Pakistan  said  that  the 
Afghan     Deputy  Foreign 
Minister  had  left  them  wi- 
th the  unfortunate  impres- 
sion that  Afghanistan  had 
a  claim  to  certain  territor- 
ies of  Pakistan.  Afghanist- 
an has  no  claim  whatsoev- 
er to  any  part  of  Pakistani 
territory.  When  the  Depu- 
ty Foreign  Minister  of  Af- 
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g'hanistan  referred  to  the 
usurped  land  he  obviously 
did  not  mean  any  part  of 
Pakistani  territory.  He  cle- 
arly had  in  mind  the  terri- 
tories which  were  severed 
from  Afghanistan  by  the 
military  force  of  colonial 
power  long  before  Pakistan 
ever  existed— namely,  tho- 
se territories  which  after 
the  partition  of  Tndia  were 
claimed  by  Pakistan.  Those 
territories  have  never  been 
recognised  as  a  part  of  Pa- 
kistan by  Afghanistan". 

"The  Deputy  Foreign  Mi- 
nister of  Afghanistan  said 
exactly  what  appeared  in 
the  verbatim  record  of  the 
plenary  meeting  of  Octo- 
ber 7,  that  Afghanista'n  had 
the  right  to  redlaim  the 
usurped  land^  but  that  Af- 
ghanistan refrained  from 
doing  so  because  Afghanis- 
tan believed  that  the  rights 
of  the  peoples  of  those 
territories  should  be  recog- 
nised and  respected  strict- 
ly on  the  basis  of  their  own 
will  and  determination. 

"This  is  not  a  position  ta- 
ken only  recently  by  Af- 
ghanistan even  in  this  ass- 
embly. On  30  September, 
1947,  on  the  occasion  of 
Pakistan's  admission  to  the 
UN  Afghanistan  put  the 
same  position  and  explain- 
ed the  same  point  of  view", 
he  continued. 

OCTOBER  22,  1974: 

The  third  conference  of 
the  regional  commission 
on  tourism  for  South  Asia 
is  inaugurated  by  Presid- 


ent of  Afghan  Air  Autho- 
rity and  Tourism  Sultan 
Mahmoud  Ghazi. 

An  agreement  for  ten 
million  dollars  grant-in-aid 
of  the  Imperial  State  of 
Iran  for  Afghanistan  is  sig- 
ned in  Tehran  today  by  the 
Afghan  ambassador  to  Te- 
hran Zalmai  Mahmoud  Gh- 
azi and  Iranian  Minister  for 
Economy  and  Treasury  Af- 
fairs Hushang  Ansari. 

OCTOBER  24,  1974: 

The  29th  anniversary  of 
the  establishment    of  the 
United  Nations  is  marked 
throughout  the    country  to- 
day. 

OCTOBER  26,  1974 : 

The  second  session  of  the 
fourth  region  of  Asian  co- 
mmunication network  is 
opened  at  the  Communica- 
tions Training  Centre  in 
Kabul. 

NOVEMBER  1,  1974: 

US  Secretary  of  State 
Dr.  Henry  Kissinger  arriv- 
es in  Kabul  on  an  official 
visit  to  Afghanistan. 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  Dr.  Kissinger  for 
talks  at  the  Presidential 
Pa'iace.  During  the  meet- 
ing they  discuss  bilateral 
relations  as  well  as  world 
issues  and  developments  in 
the  region. 

After  the  talks  Dr.  Kiss- 
inger had  lunch  with  the 
Head  of  State  and  Prime 
Minister    Mohammad  Da- 
oud. 

Dr.  Kissinger  also  holds 
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talks  with  Mohammad  Na- 
irn and  Deputy  Foreign 
Minister  Waheed  Abdullah 
A  joint  statement  is  is- 
sued at  the  end  of  Dr.  Kis- 
singer's visit  to  Kabul. 

NOVEMBER  2,  1974: 

An  agreement  on  joint 
search  in  the  field  of  ar- 
chaeology is  sig'ned  in  Ka- 
bul today  between  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  and 
Japan. 

NOVEMBER  3,  1974: 

The  government  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  in 
a  bid  to  promote  the  cause 
of  welfare  of  civil  servants, 
farmers  and  workers  enfor- 
ces a  new  cooperative  law. 

NOVEMBER  4,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
'nister  Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  presidents  and  me- 
mbers of  the  buzkashi  te- 
ams from  nine  '  provinces, 
at  the  Presidential  Palace. 


New  afs.  50  banknotes 
come  in  circulation.  The 
bilk  are  bearing  the  picture 
of  Head  of  State  and  Pri- 
me Minister  Mohammad 

Daoud. 

NOVEMBER  6,  1974: 

The  spokesman  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  refutes 
Pakistani  Prime  Minister's 
charges  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  saboteurs  arrested 
in  various  parts  of  Pakist- 
an for  hurling  of  bombs 
have  confessed  that  they 
have  been  trained  in  Afg- 
hanistan in  handling  deto- 
nating materials. 


NOVEMBER  8  1974: 

Following  the  official  ap- 
ology of  the  Pakistani  gov- 
ernment over  the  violation 
by  Pakistani  military  heli- 
copter of  Afghanistan's  air 
space  and  the  release  of 
the  crew  of  the  helicopter, 
the  military  helicopter  of 
Pakistan  is  returned  today. 

NOVEMBER  9,  1974: 

With  the  reading  of  the 
message  of  President  a'nd 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  Amani  high  school 
is  observed  in  a  function  at 
the  school. 

NOVEMBER  11,  1974: 

The  spokesman  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  said  that 
since  a  few  days  a  numb- 
er of  Baluchi  people  incl- 
uding women  a'nd  children, 
have  taken  refuge  in  Af- 
ghanistan fleeing  from  the 
oppression  and  cruelty  of 
the  Pakistani  government. 


On  the  basis  of  the  poli- 
cy statement  of  the  Repu- 
blic of  Afghanistan  5373 
families  have  received  land 
plots  at  the  state  owned 
projects. 

NOVEMBER  15,  1974: 

114  more  Baluchi  men, 
women  and  children  have 
sought  refuge  in  Afghanis- 
tan. 


The  documents  pertain- 
ing to  the  Japanese  medi- 
ca'i  assistance  for  malaria 
eradication  in  Afghanistan 
are  signed  in  Kabul. 
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NOVEMBER  18,  1974: 
The  press  carrier  an  in- 
terview with  a  number  of 
Baluchi  refugees  along  wi- 
th some  group  photographs 
taken  in  their  camps  in 
Kandahar.  The  refugees 
in  their  interviews  have 
complained  of  the  cruel  ac- 
tivities of  the  government 
of  Pakistan. 

NOVEMBER  19,  1974: 

The  Presidential  office 
has  released  the  text  of  an 
interview  granted  by  Head 
of  the  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Dao- 
ud  to  the  correspondent  of 
the  Times  of  India  Delip 
Mukerji : 

In  reply  to  a  question  re- 
garding the  proposal  of  the 
Shah  of  Iran  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  Tndian  oc- 
ean community  from  Teh- 
ran to  Jakarta  the  Presid- 
ent said: 

'T  first  studied  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Shah  of  Iran 
in  his  interview  with  Mr. 
Karanjia^  the  editor  of  Bl- 
itz. He  also  touched  on  this 
topic  in  his  statements  and 
addresses  in  the  course  of 
his  tour  of  southeast  As- 
ia. Of  course,  an  analysis  of 
ail  aspects  and  objectives 
concerning  this  view  is  not 
possible  merely  by  reading 
newspapers  and  periodic- 
als. But  such  views,  no 
matter  from  which  side,  if 
the  objective  is  the  welfare, 
ensuring  of  friendship  and 
of  peace  in  the  region  that 
we  live  in  and  consolidation 
of  world  peace,    we  look 


upon  them  favourably,  and 
have  always  done  so". 

NOVEMBER  20,  1974: 

On  the  basis  of  the  poli- 
cy of  the  Republican  State 
172  deserving  families  ha- 
ve received  land  at  Ghor- 
and  irrigation  project. 

NOVEMBER  23,  1974: 

A  protocol  on  technical 
cooperation  in  the  field  of 
petroleum  between  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  and 
Republic  of  Iraq  is  signed 
in  Kabul  today. 

NOVEMBER  24,  1974: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
chairs  the  meeting  of  the 
Supreme  Economic  Coun- 
cil at  the  Presidential  Pa- 
'iace.  The  meeting  discus- 
es the  report  relating  to 
manpower  employment. 

NOVEMBER  25,  1974: 

New  Afs.  500  banknotes 
come  in  circulation. 

Afghanistan  and  US  con- 
cludes agreement  on  pow- 
er transmission  project  of 
Kajakai. 

NOVEMBER  27,  1974: 

The  first  trade  agreem- 
ent between  the  Republic 
Of  Afghanistan  and  Cana- 
da is  signed  in  Kabul  to- 
day. 

DECEMBER  2,  1974: 

Mohammad  Naim,  spec- 
ial envoy  of  the  Head  of 
State  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Daoud  leaves 
Kabul  for  official  and  frien- 
dly visits  to  China  and  Ja- 
pan. 
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A  protocol  pertaining  to 
the  expa'asion  of  trade  bet- 
ween the  Republic  of  Afgh- 
anistan and  Czechoslovakia 
is  signed  in  Kabul  today. 

DECEMBER  4,  1974: 

rhe  agreement  pertain- 
ing to  more  than  ten  mill- 
ion dollars  worth  of  food 
aid  of  World  Food  Program 
to  Afghanistan  is  signed  in 
Kabul  today  by  Pla'nning 
Minister  Ali  Ahmad  Khu- 
ram  and  UNDP  resident  re- 
presentative in  Afghanistan 
Robert  Borthwick. 

DECEMBER  6,  1974: 

Presidential  envoy  Mo- 
hanimad  Nairn  arrives  in 
Peking  this  afternoon.  At 
the  airport  he  is  welcomed 
by  Chinese  Foreign  Minis- 
t  c  I   C  h  i  ao — Ku  an-Hu  a . 

DECEMBER  7,  1974: 

Mohammad  Naim,  spe- 
cial envoy  of  President  and 
Prime  Minister  who  is  in 
Peking  on  an  official  and 
friGiidly  visit  holds  talks 
with  the  Foreign  Minister 
01  People's  Republic  of 
China  at  10  a.m.  iocal  time. 
The  talks  last  for  two  ho- 
urs: 

DECEMBER  8.  1974: 

Presidential  envoy  Moh- 
ammad Naim  meets  Chi- 
nese Foreign  Minister  and 
holds  useful  talks  with  him 
on  issues  of  interest  betw- 
een the  two  countries. 

DECEMBER  11,  1974: 

An  agreement  pertaining 
to  10  million  dollars  Bulg- 


arian loan  to  Afghanistan 
is  signed  by  Deputy  Plan'n- 
ing  Minister  Abdul  Aziz 
Ferough  and  Bulgarian 
Vice  President  of  the  State 
Committee  for  Economic 
Relations  Vassel  Pechela- 
rov. 

DECEMBER  13,  1974: 
Presidential  envoy  Moha- 
mmad Naim  arrives  in  To- 
Kyo  this  evening.  At  the 
airport  he  is  welcomed  by 
Japanese  foreign  minister 
and  members  of  the  Japan- 
ese-Afghan Friendship  Ass- 
ociation. 

DECEMBER  16,  1974: 
Presidential  envoy  Moh- 
ammad Naim  is  received  by 
His  Imperial  Majesty  Hiro- 
hito,  the  Emperor  of  Japan. 
Mohammad  naim  also  atte- 
nds a  dinner  reception  held 
in  his  honour  by  the  Japa- 
nese Foreign  Minister  Kii- 
chi  Miyaxawo,  Similarly  Mo- 
hammad Naim  meets  Japa- 
nese Prime  Minister  Takeo 
Miki. 

December  18,  1974: 
President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
presents  certificates  of  gr- 
aduation to  the  graduates 
of  various  colleges  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  a  fun- 
ction he'id  at  the  academy 
today. 

DECEMBER  19,  1974: 
Presidential  envoy  Moh- 
ammad Naim  returns  to 
Kabul  today  after  official 
visits  to  the  People's  Repub- 
lic of  China  and  Japan. 
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DECEMBER  22,  1974: 
The  presidential  office 
releases  the  text  of  an  int- 
erview granted  by  Head  of 
the  State  and  Prime  Minis- 
ter Mohammad  Daoud  to 
France  Presse  corresponde- 
nt. 

Answering  a  question  on 
new  transit  ways  that  will 
provide  Afghanistan  with  a 
link  to  the  sea,  the  presid- 
ent said:  "This  is  a  vital 
issue  for  land-locked  coun- 
tries. In  the  past  we  have 
sustained  heavy  'losses  fr- 
om the  eastern  and  south- 
western ways,  which  we 
can  never  forget." 

Regarding  relations  with 
France  the  President  said: 
"France  was  the  first  coun- 
try from  the  West  which 
offered  Afghanistan  disint- 
erested cultural  and  econo- 
mic assistance.  This  was  in 
1922." 

When  asked:"  it  is  said 
that  a  new  constitution  for 
Afghanistan  is  under  stu- 
dy. How  is  the  constitution- 
al future  of  Afghanistan 
envisaged,  and  when  will 
Afghanistan  be  able  to  have 
political  organisation?"  The 
president  replied:  "Yes. 
you  are  right.  The  new  co- 
nstitution  is  under  study. 

It  will  be  premature  to 
say  anything  precise  about 
it.  But  I  can  say  as  much 
that  the  Constitution  will 
be  progressive  and  democr- 
atic, and  naturally  prescri- 
bing political  organisation." 

DECEMBER  24,  1974: 

President  and    Prime  Mi- 


nister Mohammad  Daoud 
offers  Eid-Adha  prayers  at 
the    Presidential  Mosque 
this  morning. 

DECEMBER  29,  1974: 

USSR  will  give  Afghanis 
tan  2.5  million  rubles  loan 
for  road  construction.  An 
agreement  to  this  effect  is 
signed  in  Kabul  today. 

JANUARY  1,  1975: 

The  beginning  of  the  In- 
ternational Women's  Year 
is  marked  in  a  function  at 
Kabul  Nandarai  this  mor- 
ning. 


China  will  give  Afghanis- 
tan 55  million  dollars  loan 
for  the  implementation  of 
development  projects.  An 
agreement  to  this  effect  is 
signed  in  Peking  by  Deputy 
Foreign  Minister  Waheed 
Abdullah  and  Chinese  De- 
puty Foreign  Minister  Flan 
Nien-Lung. 

JANUARY  2,  1975: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  presidents  of 
the  provincial  and  loi-wol- 
eswali  courts  at  the  Pre- 
sidential Palace. 


The  spokesman  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  in  respon- 
se to  an  enquiry  by  the  Ba- 
khtar  correspondent  reg- 
arding the  news  published 
in  Pakistani  press  and  con- 
tained in  the  recent  statem- 
ent of  Mr.  Bhutto,  the  Pri- 
me Minister  of  Pakistan 
concerning  an  invitation  to 
the  Head  of  State  and  Pri- 
me    Minister  Mohammad 
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Daoud  to  pay  an  ofRcial  vi- 
sit to  Pakistan,  said  that 
apart  from  preliminary  con- 
sultations between  Mr.  Aziz 
Ahmad  jin'nister  of  state  for 
external  affairs  of  Pakistan 
and  the  charge  d'affairs  of 
the  embassy  of  Afghanistan 
in  Islamabad  on  this  matter, 
no  official  invitation  has  be- 
en extended  yet. 

JANUARY  5,  1975: 

An  international  seminar 
commemorating  the  400th 
death  anniversary  of  Bayaz- 
eed  Roashan,  a  renowned 
nationlist,  crusader  and  sch- 
olar is  inaugurated  today  in 
the  auditorium  of  Kabul  Un- 
iversity. 


I'he  agreement  on  curricu- 
lum and  text  books  of  Pub- 
lications Department  of  the 
Education  Ministry  has  been 
extended  between  Affghan- 
istan  and  the  United  States 
for  aiHsther  year. 

JANUARY  6,  1975: 

The  state  has  allocated  70 
million  afghanis  for  potable 
\vater  pioject  of  Khair  Kha- 
na  Maina. 

JANUARY  13,  1975: 

200  more  Baluchi  men, 
women  and  children  have  ta- 
ken refuge  in  Afghanistan 
in  addition  to  344  already 
in  Afghanistan. 

JANUARY  14^  1975: 

The  draft  agreement  on 
economic  and  technical  coo- 
peration of  Soviet  union  with 

the  Republic  of  Afghanistc 


aniounting  to  308  million  ru- 
bles to  finance  the  studies, 
project  preparation  and  con- 
struction of  a  series  of  deve- 
lopment projects  in  the  cou- 
ntry has  been  initialed  bet- 
ween the  delegation  of  Afg- 
hanistan and  Soviet  authori- 
ties in  Moscow. 

There  has  been  a  surplus 
of  eighteen  million  dollars  in 
the  export — import  balance 
of  the  country  during  the 
last  rine  months.  This  has 
been  reported  in  today's  pr- 
ess. 

J\NUARY  15,  1975: 

The  South  Asia  Tourism 
Year  is  inaugurated  today  al 
a  function  at  the  KabuJ  Int- 
ercontinental Hotel. 

JANUARY  18,  1975: 

Mohammad  Naim,  the  sp- 
ecial envoy  of  president  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  leaves  Kabul  for  Ku- 
wait today  for  an  official 
and  friendly  visit  at  the  invi- 
tation of  the  Kuwaiti  gover- 
nment. 

JANUARY  19,  1975: 

Mohammad  Naim,  the  sp- 
ecial envoy  of  president  and 
Prime  Minister,  meets  his 
Royal  Highness  Sabah  Al — 
Salem  Sabah,  Amir  of  Kuw- 
ait, and  delivers  to  him  the 
message  of  President  Daoud. 
Mohammad  Nairn  also  mee- 
ts Kuwaiti  Foreign  Minister 
Sheikli  Sabah  al-Ahmad  and 
discusses  with  him  relations 
between  Afghanistan  and 
Kuwait  and  other  important 
issue  of  interest  as  well  as 
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the  deveJopment  of  situation 
in  the  region. 

JANUARY  22^  1975: 

Mohammad  ' Nairn,  the  sp- 
ecial envoy  of  president  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  returns  to  Kabul  fr- 
om an  official  and  friendly 
visit  to  Kuwait. 


Visiting  USAID  director 
Daniel  Parker  meets  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  Dr.  Mohamm 
ad  Flassan  Sharq.  Parker  he- 
ads a  delegation  assessing  of 
USAID  financed  projects  in 
Afghanistan  and  further  pa- 
rticipation of  U.S.  in  a  series 
of  other  Afghan  projects. 

JANUARY  25,  1975: 

The  Foreign  Minister  of 
ihe  government  of  National 
Unity  of  Cambodia  Sarin 
Chak  arrives  in  Kabul  for 
a  friendly  visit  to  Afghanis- 
tan. 

JANUARY  2T,  1975: 

President  and  prime  mini- 
ster Mohammad  Daoud  rec- 
eives the  Foreign  Minister  of 
the  National  Unity  Govrnm- 
ent  of  Cambodia  Sarin  Chak 
at  the  presidential  palace. 

FEBRUARY  1,  1975: 

In  answer  to  a  Bakhtar 
News  agency  reporter  regar- 
ling  recent  statements  by 
Pakistan  Prime  Minister 
Bhutto.  accusing  Afg- 
hanistan of  sabotage,  train- 
ing and  dispatching  of  guer- 
rillas to  Pakistan,  the  spok- 
esman of  the  Ministry  of  Fo- 
reign affairs  said  'The  go- 
vernment   of  Afghanistan 


has  rejected  these  ba- 
seless and  false  accusati- 
ons several  times^  and  once 

again  refutes  thejn  catagor- 
ically. 

FEBRUARY  5,  1975: 

Fundamental  and  progres- 
sive educational  reforms  ad- 
opted following  the  study 
and  approval  of  the  cabient 
and  Central  Committee,  have 
been  undertaken. 

FEBRUARY  6,1975: 
Seven  poly-clincs  for  ani- 
mal diseases  will  be  establi- 
shed in  northern  and  south- 
western provinces  of  the  co- 
untry through  grant-in-aid 
of  USSR. 

FEBRUARY  10,1975: 
The  govenrment  of  Afgh- 
anistan in  a  statement  expr- 
esses her  deep  concern  and 
anxiety  over  the  measures  - 
adopted  by  the  government 
of  Pakistan  regarding  the  di- 
ssolution of  the  National  Aw- 
anii  Party,  the  arrest  of  the 
party's  leaders  and  the  con- 
fiscation of  its  assets  which 
has  taken  place  for  political 
consideration  illegally,  and 
without  proving  any  offen- 
ses. 

FEBRUARY  13,1975: 
In  view  of  critical  and  vi- 
olent situation  in  Pashtu- 
nistan,  causing  grave  conce- 
rn and  axiety  to  people  of 
Afganistan,  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  issued  a  state- 
ment. 

The  statement  mentions 
that  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan while  condemning  ev- 
ery kind  of  violence  and  ass- 
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assination  deplores  despot- 
ic, unjust  and  undemocratic 
moves  oi  the  government  of 
Pakistan  against  the  Pasht- 
un  and  Baluchi  peoples,  pa- 
rticularly the  recent  rude 
and  shortsighted  attitude 
assumed  by  the  Pakistani 
government  in  Pashtunistan 
and  considers  that  the  gove- 
rnment of  Pakistan  is  solely 
responsible  for  all  grave 
consequences  of  her  action 
in  Pashtunistan. 

As  it  has  been  declared  ti- 
me and  again,  it  is  declared 
once  more  that  Afghanistan 
as  in  the  past  supports  and 
endorses  the  inalienable  rig- 
hts of  the  Pashtun  and  Ba- 
luchi borthers  and  cannot 
remain  indifferent  to  the  ev- 
ents taking  place  in  those 
regions,  continues  the  stat- 
ement. 

FEBRUARY  17,1975: 
The  spokesman  of  the  For- 
eign Ministry  in  an  answer 
to  a  Bakhtar  news  agency 
reporter  once  again  dismis- 
ses Pakistan's  fresh  allega- 
tions. 

FEBRUARY  24,  1975: 
The  third  meeting  of  the 
managing  board  of  the  reg- 
ional project  on  explorati- 
on and  conservation  of  pla- 
nt germ-plasma  in  the  Ne- 
ar  East  is  opened  in  kabul. 

FEBRUARY  25,  1975: 
The  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs  in  a  communique  is- 
sued today  expresses  deep 
concern  and  anxiety  of  the 
government  and  the  peop'Ie 
of    Afghanistan  over  the 


recent  decision  of  the  U.S- 
government  on  ending  the 
embargo  on  the  export  of 
arms  to  Pakistan. 

FEBRUARY  26,  1975: 
An  economic  and  techni- 
cal cooperation  agreement 
between  Afghanistan  and 
USSR,  pertaining  to  exten- 
ding to  Afghanistan  a  Sov- 
eit  credit  of  308  million  ru- 
bles and  a  protocol  on  def- 
fering  iflie  repayment  of  100 
million  rubles  former 
Soviet  credit  is  signed  in 
Kabul  today  by  the  plann- 
ing Minister  AH  Ahmad 
Khuram  and  head  of  the 
Soveit  economic  delegation 
and  President  of  the  State 
Committee  for  Economic  Re- 
lations, Council  of  Ministe- 
rs of  USSR  S.  A.  Skachkov. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  head  of  the 
Soviet  economic  delegation 
S.A.  Skachkov  at  the  presi- 
dential palace. 

MARCH  5,  1975: 

At  the  invitation  of  the 
President  and  Prime  Minis- 
ter, Mohammad  Daoud,  He- 
ad of  State  and  the  Govern- 
or or  General  of  Australia 
Sir  John  Kerr  arrives  in  Ja- 
lalabad today  via  Tourkham 
for  an  official  and  friendly 
visit,  and  is  welcomed  by 
Commerce  Minister  Moha- 
mmad Khan  Jalalar,  Deputy 
Foreign  Minister  Waheed 
Abdullah. 

UNDP,  WHO  grant  Afgh- 
anistan 1.8  million  dollars 
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for  malaria  eradication  pr- 
ogram. 


The  Foreign  Minister  of 
Lie  Provisional  Revolution- 
ary Governjnent  ot  Sou- 
th Vietnam  Mrs.  Ngoyen 
Thi  Binh  arrives  in  Kabul 
for  an  official  and  friendly 
visit. 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  visting  foreign  mi- 
nister of  South  Vietnam 
Mrs.  Thi  Binh  at  the  presi- 
dential  palace. 

MARCH  7,  1975  : 

President  and  Prime  Mini- 
ster Mohammad  Daoud  end- 
orses the  1975-76  budget 

tJie  budget  which  amount 

ts  to  afs.  19,176,  386,000  was 

approved  by  the  cabinet  ea- 
rher. 

MARCH  8,  1975: 

The  government  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  re- 
cognises the  Provisional  Re- 
volutionary' Government  of 
South  Vietnam. 


An  additional  123  Baluchi 
men,  women  and  children 
have  taken  refuge  in  Afgh- 
anistan. 


President  and  prime  mini- 
ster  Mohammad  Daoud  end- 
orses the  establishmen  of 
tne  cooperative  for  civil  se- 
rvants, teachers  and  other 
state  employees. 

MARCH  9,  1975: 

A  spokesman  of  the  Fore- 
ign Ministry  says  that  with 


the  arrival  of  another  group 
of  Baluchi  refugees  in  Afgh- 
anistan, following  those  alr- 
eady taking  refuge  in  Afgh- 
anistan from  violence  and  di- 
spotism  of  the  armed  forces 
of  Pakistan,  the  president 
and  Prime  Minister  Moham- 
mad Daoud  has  recently  se- 
nt a  message  to  UN  general 
Secretary  Dr.  Kurt  Waldhe- 
im  drawing  his  and  interna- 
tional organisation's  attent- 
ion to  the  tragic  situation  of 
these  refugees  who  have  be- 
en subjected  to  inhuman  de- 
spotism oi  the  government 
of  Pakistan. 

MARCH  10,  1975: 

President  and  Prime  Min- 
ister Mohammad  Daoud  lea- 
ves for  India  for  official  and 
friendly  visit  at  the  invitation 
of  Indian  President  Fakhru- 
ddin  Ah  Ahmad. 


President  and  Prime  Min- 
ister  Mohammad  Daoud  in 
telegrams  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty  Mohammad  Reza 
Pahlavi  the  Shahanshah  of 
Iran  and  Iraqi  president  Ha- 
ssan aJ-Bakr  has  express 
ed  pleasure  over  the  agree- 
ment reached  between  the 
two  countries  of  our  region 
Iran  and  Iraq  as  regards  re- 
moving their  differences  and 
disputes. 
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I  he  agreement  pertaining 
to  the  13  million  dollars  lo- 
an from  the  World  Baiijk  has 
been  initialled  and  after  due 
process  will  be  signed. 

MARCH  11,  1975: 
The  Presidential  office  has 


released  the  transcription  of 
an  interview  given  by  the 
Head  of  State  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud  to 
Mr.  Karanjia,  Editor  of 
Bombay  weekly  Blitz. 

In    reply    to  a  question 
regarding   the   nature  and 
objective    of    visit    to  In- 
dia,   the    president  said: 
"I    am    pleased    to  visit 
your    country    as   it  aff- 
ords me  an  opportunity  to 
meet  your  leaders.  My  visit 
is  absolutely  a  friendly  vis- 
it. That  Pakistan  misinterp- 
rets it,  we  can  3ay  to  Pakis- 
tani friends  and  Mr.  Bhutto 
that  this  visit  will  entail  no 
plot  or  intrigue  against  Pa- 
kistan. If  two  friendly  coun- 
tries hold  talks  with  each 
other,  it  can  not  be  reason- 
ed that  they  are  intriguing 
against  another  country.'' 


President  and  Prime  Min- 
ister Mohammad  Daoud  ho- 
lds talks  with  Indian  Forei- 
gn Minister  Y.B.  Chavan  at 
10  a.m.  They  hold  45  minutes 
talks  on  mutual  relations 
and  the  impact  of  the  situa- 
tion, in  the  region  by  the  de- 
cision of  U.S.  to  lift  it$  arms 
embargo  on  Pakistan. 


An  international  seminar 
commemorating  the  seventh 
century  of  the  beginning  of 
the  poetic  career,  and  650th 
anniversary  of  death  of  am- 
ir Khusrau  Balkhi  i$  opened 
in  Kabul. 

MARCH  12,  1975: 
President  and  Prime  Min- 
ister   Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  an  honourary  doc- 


torate of  law  degree  from 
the  Punjab  University  of 
India. 


Afghan  and  Indian  mi- 
nisters meet  in  Delhi  to  dis- 
cuss matters  related  to  mu- 
tual economic  cooperation 
between  Afghanistan  and 
India. 


President  Daoud  re- 
ceives Indian  Prime  Minist- 
er Mrs.  Gandhi  and  discus- 
ses with  her  the  issues 
of  interest  between  the  two 
countries. 

MARCH  13,  1975: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  Indian  minister  of 
commerce  for  talks  in  his 
residence  at    Rastra  Pati 
Bhavan. 

MARCH  14,  1975: 

President  and    Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
leaves  New  Delhi  for  Dacca 
by  special  plane  at  8.30 
a.m.  at  the  end  of  five  day 
official  and  friendly  visit. 

Heads  of  State  of  Afgha- 
nistan and  Bangladesh  be- 
gin their  official  talks  in 
Dacca  this  morning.  They 
discuss  bilateral  relations, 
the  situation  in  the  region 
and  major  issues  of  mutual 
interest. 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
accompanied  by  President 
Mujibur  Rahman  answer 
questions  put  to  him  by  a 
number  of  journalists  in 
Dacca. 
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MARCH  15,  1975 : 

Afghanistan  and  Bang- 
ladesh sign  a  cultural  coo- 
peration agreement  this  ev- 
ening. 

MARCH  16,  1975: 

The  President  leaves  Dac- 
ca for  Kandahar  this  morn- 
ing at  the  end  of  two  day 
official  and  friendly  visit  to 
Bangladesh. 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
arrives  in  Kandahar  this 
afternoon  enroute  to  Iraq. 

During  his  stay  in  Kan- 
dahar the  President  add- 
resses a  large  gathering  of 
Kandahar  citizens.  In  his 
spech  the  President  throws 
light  on  the  objectives  of 
the  young  Republican  reg- 
ime and  reviews  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  past 
one  year  and  eight  months. 

MARCH  17:  1975: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
leaves  Kandahar  for  an 
official  and  friendly  visit 
to  Iraq,  this  morning,  at 
the  invitation  of  Iraqi  Pre- 
sident Hassan  Al-Bakr. 

President  atid  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
holds  talks  with  Iraqi  Pre- 
sident Hassan  al-Bakr  at 
the  Presidential  Palace. 
During  the  talks  they  dis- 
cussed subjects  of  interest 
to  both  the  countries. 

MARCH  20,  197^: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
arrives  in  Kabul  from  his 
official  visits  to  India,  Ban- 
gladesh and  Iraq  at  2.45 
p.m. 


MARCH  26,  1975 : 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  leaves  Kabul  for  Ri- 
yadh this  morning  to  att- 
end the  funeral  services  of 
His  Majesty  the  late  King 
Faisal  of  Saudi  Arabia. 

MARCH  27,  1975: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  returns  from  Riyadh 
this  afternoon  after  parti- 
cipation in  the  funeral  ser- 
vices of  His  Majesty  the  late 
King  Faisal.  After  partici- 
pation at  the  funeral  ser- 
vices, President  Daoud  went 
to  Mecca  where'  he  perfor- 
med Omra  Haj. 

MARCH  29,  1975: 

A  seminar  of  provincial 
governors  on  local  admini- 
stration aimed  at  better 
realisation  of  the  objectives 
of  the  Republic  and  elim- 
ination of  the  administrati- 
ve bottlenecks  opens  at  the 
Ministry  of  Interior  this 
morning  by  Interior  Mini- 
ster Faiz  Mohammad. 

MARCH  30,  1975 : 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  in  a  message  to  UN 
Secretary.  General  Dr. 
Kurt  Waldheim  on  Septem- 
ber 7-  1974  called  his  att- 
ention.to  the  conditions  in 
Baluchistan,  which  are  cau- 
ses for  concern,  and  the 
merciless  massacre  and 
mass  annihilation  policy 
of  Pakistan  in  that  region, 
especially  the  threat  of  a 
wide  scale  bombardment. 
In  his  message  the  Presid- 
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ent  called  for  special  atten- 
tion of  international  comm- 
unity to  the  human  suffer- 
ing and  regrettable  plight  of 
Baluchi  people. 


ing  a  seminar  on  local  ad- 
ministration. 


The  Prime  Minister  of 
Pakistan  Zulfikar  All  Bh- 
utto in  a  reply  letter  to  UN 
Secretary  General  while 
distorti'iig  the  facts  had  ma- 
de some  unfounded  alleg- 
ations against  Afghanist- 
an. President  Daoud  rej- 
ected these  allegation  in  a 
message  dated  27  Novem- 
ber, 1974  and  explained 
the  phght  of  Baluchi  peop- 
le along  vvitH  the  facts  ab- 
out the  political  difference 
between  Afghanistan  and 
Pakistan. 

The  press  in  its  today's 
publications  has  carried  the 
texts  of  the  reply  letter  of 
Pakistani  Prime  Minister 
dated  first  October,  1974 
and  the  reply  message  of 
President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
dated  27  November,  1974. 

MARCH  31,  1975: 

Today's  press  carries  the 
texts  of  letters  of  Head  of 
Ihc  State  and  Prime  Minis- 
ter Mohammad  Daoud  dat- 
ed March  2,  1975  and  that 
of  Pakistani  Prime  Mitiist- 
er  Zulfikar  Ali  Bhutto  dat- 
ed .lanuary  20,  1975  sent  to 
UN  General  Secretary  Kurt 
Waldheim. 

APRIL,  2.  1975: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  meets  governors  of 
various  provinces  attend- 


Following    President  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud's   corriiLiunications  to 
the  UN  General  Secretary 
Dr.  Kurt  Waldheim  regar- 
ding the  increasing  numb- 
ers of  Baluchis  who  seek 
refuge  in  Afghatiistan  and 
the  necessity  of  cooperati- 
on and  assistance  of  the  UN 
affiliated  organisations,  the 
Secretary    General  in  his 
letter  of  March  25  to  the 
Head  of  State  of  Afghan- 
istan has  stated  that  since 
the  United  Nations  ought 
to  meet  its  humanitarian 
responsibilities    towards  th- 
ese refugees  fuly,  the  Unit- 
ed Nations'  High  Commis- 
sioner for  Refugees  is  req- 
quested  to  assess  the  req- 
uirement of    the  Baluchi 
refugees,  and  in  consultati- 
on with  the  governmetit  of 
Afghanistan  study  the  best 
possible  way    of  assisting 
them. 

APRIL  12,  1975: 

The  press  today  carries 
the  transcription  of  an  in- 
terview granted  by  the  He- 
ad of  State  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
to  representative  of  Fitinr 
ish  publishing  agency  Yhty- 
neet  Kuvalendet  and  corr- 
espondent  of  Finish  news 
magazine  Suomen  Kuya[tr 
hpi  Mr.  Jouko  Hava. 

In  reply  to  a  question  ab- 
out the  Constitution  of 
the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan      the  President 
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said :  "In  this  area  we  pro- 
ceed step  by  step.  The  first 
step  was  to  establish  a  dra- 
fting commission.  This  co- 
mmission is  now  working 
and  carries  out  studies  on 
provisions  and  objectives 
of  the  Constitution.  The  se- 
cond step  is  the  establishm- 
ent Of  a  greater  body  for 
assessment  of  the  draft  so 
that  its  provisions  are  stu- 
died from  the  view  points 
of  law  and  rights.  The  third 
step  is  putting  it  before  the 
Loya  Jirgah  (Grand  Asse- 
mbly)". 

In  reply  to  anoher 
question:  ''Can  friendly  re- 
lations of  Afghanistan  with 
Soviet  Union  and  East 
European  countries  be  seen 
as  a  manifestation  of  Af- 
ghanistan seeking  the  Soc- 
ialist path?  If  so  please 
explain  the  criteria  of  Af- 
ghan socialism?"  President 
Daoud  said: 

'  We  certainly  have  very 
sincere  friendship  with  the 
Soviet  Union,  East  Europ- 
ean countries  and  other  co- 
untries of  the  world.  But  I 
must  explain  what  is  impor- 
tant and  valuable  to  us,  and 
what  constitutes  the  basic 
and    fundamental  objecti- 
ve of  our  Revolution  and 
our  new  order  is  ensuring 
the  national  prospeFity.  and 
services  to  the  masses  not 
to  a  particular  class.  Hence 
every  good  wherever  and 
in  whichever  system,  is  dis- 
cerned, and  corresponds  to 
the  spirit  of  our  environm- 
ent, national    tradition  and 
faith,  is  welcome". 


When  asked  whether  Pre- 
sident considers  socialism 
as  means  of  achieving  na- 
tional objectives?  he  rep- 
lied: *1  can  say  there  are 
many  things  in  it  that  are 
good,  and  which  can  be  uti- 
lised." 

APRIL  15,  1975: 

In  accordance  with  a  pro- 
posal of  the  Prime  Minis- 
try, approval  of  the  cabinet 
and  endorsement  of  the 
Head  of  the  State  and  Pri- 
me Minister  Mohammad  Da- 
oud, a  new  administrative 
unit  called  the  Water  and 
Power  Authority  has  been 
established  for  better  exe- 
cution and  development  of 
matters  related  to  water 
and  power. 


In  answer  to  a  Bakhtar 
news  agency  correspondent 
in  regard  to  Pakistan  Pri- 
me Minister  Zujfikar  Ali 
Bhutto's  letter  to  UN  Sec- 
retary General  in  which  he 
has  stated  that  Baluchi  ref- 
ugees  in  Afghanistan  are 
Afghan  agents  who  have  re- 
turned to  Afghanistan  after 
the  failure  of  their  activit- 
ies, the    spokesman  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  said:  As 
proposed  by  Head  of  State 
and  Prime  Minister  Moha- 
mmad Daoud  in  his  letter 
of  March  2,  1975  to  UN  Se- 
cretary General    Kurt  Wal- 
dheim,  the  best  means  of 
assessment  of  the  situati- 
on of  Baluchi  refugees  in- 
side and  outside  Afghanis- 
tan, and  the  investigation 
of  the  real  causes  of  their 
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refug€  seeking  is  appoint- 
ment of  an  international  co- 
mmission to  visit  concerned 
areas,  and  prepare  a  report 
o'n  the  subject. 

The  Foreign  Ministry  sp- 
okesman welcomes  Mr. 
Bhutto's  statement  that  he 
is  prepared  for  resolving 
of  existing  dispute  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  Pakistan 
through  peaceful  means, 
and  by  way  of  negotiatioiis, 
and  added  that  as  Afghan- 
istan has  repeatedly  stated 
such  an  approach  is  the  on- 
ly w^ay  of  solving  the  sole 
political  problem  existing 
between  the  two  countries 
provided  a  favourable  at- 
mosphere is  created  for  its 
commencement. 


The  press  today  carries 
the  tra'nscription  of  an  in- 
terview granted  by  the  He- 
ad of  State  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
to  correspondent  of  Iranian 
National  Radio  and  Televis- 
ion corporation  at  4  p.m.  on 
April  16. 

In  an  answer  to  a  questi- 
on regarding  Afghanistan's 
relations  with  Iran  the  Pr- 
esident and  Prime  Minist- 
er said:  "Fortunately  our 
relations  with  Iranian  bro- 
theris  have  always  been  sin- 
cere and  friendly,  and  the 
expansion  of  these  relati- 
ons is  the  long  cherished 
desire  of  the  people  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  I  hope  that 
these  brotherly  relations 
are  further  consolidated, 
and  become  more  intim- 
ate with  the  passage  of  ev- 


ery day". 

In  reply  to  another  ques- 
tion :  "I  would  like  to  know 
about  Mr.  President's  view 
in  regard  to  Tehran's  role 
in  solution  of  disputes  bet- 
ween Pakistan  and  Af- 
ghanistan?" The  President 
said:  "Tehran's  role  is 
of  course  known  to  Tehran. 
But  HIM  the  Shahanshah 
of  Iran  has  sufficient  in- 
formation about  our  rela- 
tions with  Pakistan 
since  fifteen,  sixteen  years, 
and  endeavoured  for  res- 
olving the  matter  which 
unfortunately  had  no  res- 
ults since  our  stances  were 
far  apart. 

"...We  shall  look  upon  ev- 
ery exercise  of  good  office 
with  appreciation*'. 

"If  the  Iranian  brothers, 
especially  HIM  the  Shah- 
anshah of  Iran  will  be  able 
to  take  any  step  in  this  dir- 
ection^ it  will  be  our  deli- 
ght", continued  the  Presid- 
ent. 

APRIL  25,  1975: 

The  Petroleum  Oil  Com- 
pany of  Afghanistan  signs 
an  agreement  with  the  Fr- 
ench Total  Company  in 
Kabul  this  morning  on  pro- 
specting and  extraction  of 
petroleum  in  Afghanistan. 

APRIL  26,  1975 : 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  leaves  for  Tehran 
at  1.30  today  by  a  special 
plane  on  an  official  and 
friendly  visit  at  the  invita- 
tion of  HIM  the  Shahansh- 
ah of  Iran. 
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APRIL  27,  1975: 

Head  of  the  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  and  HIM  the  Shah- 
anshah  of  Iran  hold  frien- 
dly talks  at  Nayawaran  pa- 
lace this  morning. 

APRIL  28,  1975: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  Ira'nian  Prime  Mi- 
nister Amir  Abbas  Hovey- 
da  and  Iranian  Foreign  Mi- 
nister Abbas  Khelatbari  at 
his  official  residence  in  Gu- 
h'stan  palace  of  Tehran  th- 
is morning  and  discusses 
with  them  mutual  relati- 
o'ns  and  problems  of  the  re- 
gion. 

APRIL  30,  1975: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohi^mmad 
Daoud  and  the  delegation 
accompanying  him  arrives 
in  Herat  this  afternoon  fr- 
om an  official  and  friendly 
visit  to  Iran. 

On  the  basis  of  the  pro- 
tocol signed  on  Saratan  31, 
1353  (22nd  July  1974)  by 
Planning  Minister  Ali  Ah- 
mad Khuram,  representing 
the  Repubhc  of  Afghanis- 
tan a'nd  Commerce  Minist- 
er Freidun  Mehdavi,  rep- 
resenting Iran^  a  memoran- 
dum of  understanding  r^'g- 
arding  Iran's  assistance  to 
Afghanistan  is  signed  in 
Tehran  during  the  visit  of 
the  Head  of  State  and  Pri- 
me Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  in  that  country  by 
Planning  Minister  Ali  Ah- 
mad Khuram  and  Commer- 


ce Minister  of  Iran  Mehda- 
vi. 

MAY  1,  1975: 

Head  of  the  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  addresses  Herat  ci- 
tizens at  Herat  Stadium  to- 
day. 

The  President  in  his  add- 
ress said: 

•'After  the  passage  of  al- 
most two  years,  to  you  sis- 
tes  and  brothers,  and  to  all 
the  people  of  Afghanitan, 
with  the  grace  of  God,  and 
With  the  support  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Afghanistan,  I  can 
give  the  assurance  that  the 
fundamental    steps  taken 
by  the  Repubhcan  regime 
God  willing,    will  herald 
a  bright  future  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  country".  The 
President  continued.  'Imp- 
orted ideologies  will  just 
not  serve  the    purpose  of 
a  nation.  The  champion  and 
valorous  nation  is  one  whi- 
ch picks  out  the  best  from 
all  the  ideologies    of  the 
world — which  are  compati- 
ble with  national  traditions 
interv^sts,   and  religious  be- 
liefs and  make  their  own 
decision  for  themselves  and 
for  their  country,  to  create 
a  new  ideology  in  the  light 
of  which  it  can  traverse  on 
the  course  of  prosperity  and 
progress".  This  country  is 
not  made  for  the  high  life 
of  a  special  class.  It  belongs 
to  the  masses  which  make 
the  nation.  So  long  as  the 
nation  is  not  satisfied,  and 
does  not  support  the  gover- 
nment, no     statesman,  no 
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government,  and  no  state 
can  move  a  stone",  added 
the  President. 


President  of  the  State 
and  Prime  Minister  Moh- 
ammad Daoud  returns  to 
Kabul  this  evening  from 
Herat  where  he  stopped  ov- 
ernight enroute  to  Kabul 
from  Tehran. 

MAY  3,  1975: 

Education  Minister  Prof. 
Abdul  Qayoum  opens  the 
Physical  Education  Instit- 
ute in  Kabul  this  morning. 


The  government  establi- 
shes a  nev^  agency  called 
Water  Supply  and  Sewera- 
ge System  to  handle  water 
supply  and    sewerage  pro- 
blems throughout  the  co- 
untry. Similarly  a  new  sta- 
te enterprize  has  been  set 
up  by  the  government  en- 
titled   "Afghan  Carpentry 
Instityte  (ACI)".  The  ent- 
erprise has  been  set  up  as 
a  central  organisation  mer- 
ging the    carpentry  and 
furniture    production  unit 
of  the  Jangalak  factories, 
the    Asadabad  carpentry 
and  the  commercial  indus- 
try section  of  the  Educati- 
on Ministry. 

MAY  20,  ]975: 

The  first  Afghan  carpet 
exhibition  is  opened  by  De- 
puty Prime    Minister  Dr. 
Hassan  Sharq  at  the  Jash- 
en  grounds  this  morning. 

MAY  22,  1975: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  receives  250  repre- 
sentatives   of  professors 


and  teachers  at  the  Presid- 
ential palace  this  evening 
while  speaking  to  various 
groups  of  teachers  and  pro- 
fessors the   President  said: 

"For  the  realisation  of- 
national  aspirations  poss- 
ession of  a  national  ideolo- 
gy is  essential". 

"If  a  nation  moves  in  ac- 
cordance with  her  national 
ideology,  in  reality,  it  is  on 
the  path  of  progress",  he 
went  on. 

MAY  24,  1975: 

The    Foreign  Ministry 
has  categorically  rejected 
Pakistan    government's  al- 
legations of  sending  arms 
to  Baluchistan.    The  firm 
denial  has  come  in  an  int- 
erview with    the  Foreign 
Ministry  spokesman  holds 
with  the  Bakhtar  news  ag- 
ency    correspondent  toni- 
ght. 

MAY  27,  1975: 

Nation  observes  the  57th 
anniversary  of  regaining  of 
independence,  today.  The 
leader  of  Revolution  and 
patron  of  independence, 
Mohammad  Daoud  speaks 
over  Radio  Afghanistan. 

MAY  28,  1975: 

The  protocol  for  Soviet 
technical  assistance  in  com- 
pilation and  drafting  of  the 
first  plan  of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  is  concluded  to- 
day. 

The  first  seven  year  plan 
of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan is  scheduled  to  be  imp- 
lemented frojn  the  start  of 
the  new  Afghan  year.  (23rd 
March  1976)  the  Protocol  is 
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signed  by  Planning  Minister 
Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and  Ch- 
airman of  Planning  Commi- 
ttee of  the  Council  of  Min- 
ister of  USSR  Sergei  Strov- 
ski,  in  Kabul. 

MAY  30,  1975: 

The  central  parts  of  the 
country  will  be  linked  to 
Chaghcharan^  centre  of 
Ghor  province,  through  Ma- 
idan,  Bessod  and  Punjab. 
Revealing  this  a  source  of 
the  Ministry  of  Public  Wor- 
ks added  that  despite  clim- 
atic difficulties  the  constru- 
ction of  this  road  up  to  Mu- 
llah Yaqoub  pass  will  be  co- 
mpleted shortly. 

MAY  31,  1975: 

In  Persuance  of  the  poli- 
cy of  the  republican  regime 
to  create  a  healthy  econo- 
my in  the  public  and  priv- 
ate sectors  effective  utilisa- 
tion of  financial  resourc- 
es within  the  country,  aug- 
mentation of  national  prod- 
ucts, and  finally  attainment 
of  revolutionary  objective 
of  the  repubhcan  states,  the 
government  has  decided  to 
nationalise  banks  and  ban- 
king in  the  country.  In  this 
connection  the  Money  and 
Banking  Law  of  Afghanist- 
an has  been  endorsed  by 
the  Head  of  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Daoud, 
after  approval  of  the  cabin- 
et. In  line  with  the  law  ins- 
tructions have  been  issued 
to  the  Finance  Ministry  for 
spediest  nationalisation  of 
the  banks. 

The  U.S.  government  has 
agreed  within  the  frame 


work  of  four  new  agreem- 
ents signed  in  Kabul  today 
to  assist  Afghanistan  in  co- 
pletion  of  a  number  of  dev- 
elopment projects.  The  pro- 
jects include  ;development- 
al  programmes  of  Educati- 
on Ministry,  Helmand  vall- 
ey development  authority 
and  rural  development  dep- 
artment. Agreements  have 
been  signed  for  Afghanist- 
an by  Ali  Ahmad  Khuram, 
Planning  Minister  and  for 
US  by  US  Ambassador  to 
Kabul  Theodore  Eliot  Jr. 

JUNE  14,  1975: 
Mother's  Day  is  morked  th- 
roughout the  country  today. 

JUNE  21,  1975: 

Mrs.  Zainab  Daoud,  the 
wife  of  the  Head  of  State 
and  Prime  Minister  Moha- 
mmad Daoud  opens  the  Af- 
ghan women's  handicrafts 
exhibition  at  Kabul  munici- 
pality hall  at  3  p.m.  today. 

An  agreement  for  the  co- 
nstruction Of  a  refinery  in 
Shebirghan  is  signed  in  Ka- 
bul this  morning  between 
Afghanistan  and  the  Soviet 
Union. 

JUNE  22,  1975: 

"The  government  of  Pak- 
istan wishes  to  push  the  Na- 
tional Awami  Party  which 
is  the  only  strong  oppositi- 
on power  against  the  Peop- 
le's Party  government  in 
that  country  out  of  the  pol- 
itical scene  through  base- 
less and  false  accusations". 
This  is  stated  by  a  Foreign 
Ministry  spokesman  in  res- 
ponse to  a  Bakhtar  corres- 


pondent  question  in  regard 
to  recent  statements  by  the 
Attorney  General  of  Pakis- 
tan in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  that  country.  In  these  st- 
atements he  has  accused 
Afghanistan  and  the  Natio- 
nal Aw  ami  Party  of  collud- 
ing to  disintegrate  Pakistan 
and  has  said  that  this  party 
with  the  help  of  Afghanis- 
tan indulged  in  sabotage 
and  exploding  of  bombs  in 
Pashtunistan. 

The  Foreign  Ministry  sp- 
okseman  has  further  said 
that  as  "we  have  officially 
stated  time  and  again,  Af- 
ghanistan has  never  indulg- 
ed in  sabotage  and  terrori- 
sm in  Pakistan.  Neither  has 
she  helped  or  encouraged 
such  actions.  Hence  we  ca- 
tegorically reject  such  acc- 
usations." 

JUNE  23,  1975: 

A  five  year  technical  coo- 
peration agreement  betwe- 
en the  Republic  of  Afghani- 
stan and  the  People's  Rep- 
ublic of  Bangladesh  has 
been  signed  in  Kabul  today. 
Ihe  agreement  is  signed 
for  Afghanistan  by  Planning 
Minister  Ali  Ahmad  Khur- 
am  and  for  Bangladesh  by 
the  visiting  Minister  of  Tr- 
ansport Of  that  country  Ub- 
eidur  Rahman. 


The  settlement  program 
which  has  been  drawn  up 
and  is  being  implemented 
by  the  Republican  State  is 
submitted  in  a  report  by  the 
Afghan  delegate  to  the  pre- 
liminary conference  of  world 


human  settlement  in  Teh- 
ran. The  Afghan  dele- 
gation has  also  provi- 
ded the  conference  with 
information  on  housing  and 
settlement  in  Afghanistan. 

JUNE  24,  1975: 

Work  on  supply  of  pota- 
l)K^  water  project  has  beg- 
un in  Afshar,  near  Kabul. 
The  project  which  is  financ- 
ed from  the  DM  17  million 
credit  of  the  FRG  and  the 
development  budget  of  the 
state  includes  sinking  of  ten 
deep  wells  each  supplying 
40  letres  of  water  per  sec- 
ond. The  project  will  supp- 
ly as  a  whole  34,  560  cubic 
metres  of  water  every  24 
hours. 

JUNE  25,  1975: 

Head  of  the  State  and  pr- 
ime Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  receives  the  visiting 
Minister  of  Transport  of 
Bangladesh  Obeidur  Rahm- 
an at  the  presidential  pala- 
ce today. 

JUNE  29,  1975: 

In  persuance  of  the  state 
policy,  and  the  commerce 
development  program,  the 
government  has  decided  to 
ban  imports  of  20  items  of 
luxury  and  $uperfluous  goo- 
ds; and  restrict  imports  of 
another  30  items  through 
customs  tariffs. 

JULY  2,  1975: 

An  agreement  for  techni- 
cal project  aimed  at  better 
utilisation  of  the  water  res- 
ources of  lower  part  of  Ku- 
kcha  river  is  signed  betwe- 
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en  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan and  the  Soviet  Utiion 
in  Kabul  today. 

JULY  3,  1975: 

An  agreement  on  studies 
and  construction  of  railwa- 
ys line  from  Kabul  to  Kan- 
dahar, Herat  and  Islam  Ka- 
lah  and  its  auxilliary  lines 
is  signed  today  between  the 
Ministry  of  Public  Works 
and  the  French  firm,  Sofr- 
ail.  In  accordance  with  the 
contract  Sofrail,  which  is 
partly  private  and  partly 
public  French  firm  will  ca- 
rry out  the  studies  on  cons- 
truction Of  railway  line  bet- 
ween Kabul,  Kandahar  and 
Islam  Kalah  and  its  auxill- 
iary lines  in  two  stages.  The 
first  stage  will  be  complet- 
ed in  four  months  whilst  the 
second  stage  will  be  comp- 
leted in  the  next  14  months. 

JULY  6,  1975: 

On  the  basis  of  the  recip- 
rocal action,  the  governme- 
nt has  decided  to  charge  cu- 
stoms duties  on  fresh  frui- 
ts imported  from  Pakistan 
to  Afghanistan. 

JULY  7,  1975: 

India's  deputy  external 
minister,  Kewal  Singh  arri- 
ves here  today  to  have  tal- 
ks and  hold  consultations 
on  issues  related  to  the  fo- 
rthcoming foreign  ministe- 
rs's  conference  of  the  non- 
aligned  nations  which  is  due 
to  be  held  in  Lima.  In  the 
evening  he  holds  talks  with 
deputy  foreign  miniter  Wa- 
heed  Abdullah. 
JULY  8,  1975: 
Head  of  the  State  and  Pr- 


ime Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  receives  the  visiting 
deputy  external  affiars  mi- 
nister of  India  Kewal  Singh 
at  the  presidential  place  this 
afternoon.  During  the  mee- 
ting Singh  delivers  a  perso- 
nal and  friednly  message  to 
president  from  Indian  Prime 
Minister  Mrs.  Indira  Gandhi. 

JULY  9,  1975: 

Work  begins  today  on 
seventy  educational  projec- 
ts which  include  construct- 
ion of  buildings  for  primary 
shools,  annexes  and  living 
quarters  for  teaches  in  cen- 
tre and  districts  of  Ghazni 
province. 

JULY  10,  1975: 

Yesterday  Pakistan  auth- 
orities in  a  meeting  of  the 
Supreme  Court  alleged  that 
saboteurs  who  infiltrated 
through  Afghanistan  are  re- 
sponsible for  sabotage  opera, 
tions  including  the  bomb  ex- 
plosion incident  in  a  Pakis- 
tani airline  plane.  Answer- 
ing a  question  of  a  Bakhar 
news  agency  correspondent 
in  this  regard  the  spoksm- 
an  of  the  Foreign  Ministry 
said  today: 


"Unfortunately  Pakistani  au- 
thorities have  developed  the 
impertinent  habit  of  consi- 
dering Afghanistan  involv- 
ed in  every  small  or  big  in- 
cident in  Pakistan,  and  it  is 
certain  that  no  one  will  be- 
lieve their  present  ludicrous 
claim.  But  we  deem  it  nece- 
ssary, as  we  have  said  time 
and  again,  to  once  again 
categorically  and  earnestly 
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reject  the  baseless  and  to- 
tally false  accusations  of 
Pakistani  authorities  that 
Afghanistan  trains  saboteu- 
rs inside  its  territory,  aUd 
dispatches  them  for  acts  of 
sabotage  to  Pakistan.  The 
spokesman  added:  "Afghani- 
stan has  never  indulged  in 
such  actions  agai'nst  Pakist- 
an. On  the  contrary  she  has 
constantly  tried  to  secure 
a  solution  of  the  sole  politi- 
cal dispute  between  the  two 
countries  through  negotiati- 
ons and  with  peaceful  jnea- 


JULY  15,  1975: 

The  Ministry  of  Informa- 
tion and  Culture  on  the  occ- 
asion of  the  second  annive- 
rsary of  the  founding  of  the 
republic  in  Afghanistan  di- 
stributes press  and  cultural 
awards  to  the  winners  at  a 
function  held  at  the  Press 
Club  this  evening. 

JULY  16,  1975: 

Head  of  the    State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  on  the  occasion  of 
I  lie  second  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  republ- 
ican regime  in  Ai:ghanistan 
ch'iivers  his  speech  over  ra- 
dio Afghanistan  this  even- 
ing. The    President  in  his 
address  said:"  The  revolu- 
lion  of  17th  JULY  1973,  is 
probably  due  to  many  fact- 
ors, but  the  major  cause,  I 
think  was  the  absence  of  a 
national  objective  ideology 
in  the  previous  system,  be- 
cause the  system  was  like 
a  great  obstacle  for  the  pa- 


ce of  growth  of  the  society 
and  it  was  incapable  of  rea- 
lising the  material  and  spr- 
itual  needs  of  our  nation." 

JULY  17,  1975: 

Celebration  of  the  second 
anniversary  of  the  found- 
ing of  new  order  in  the  co- 
untry begins  this  morning 
with  a  military  parade. 

JULY  27,  1975: 

A  group  of  reactionary 
traitors,  supported,  armed 
and  incited  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Pakistan,  Tuesday 
night,  July  22,  resorted  to 
robbery,  and  sabotage  in 
Panjsheer  district,  wanting 
to  create  disorder  and  uph- 
eaval^ which  due  to  persuit 
of  security  forces  and  spec- 
ially honest  and  dedicated 
cooperation  of  the  people  of 
Panjsheer,  Gulbahar,  Shotol 
and  Jabol  Seraj  the  major- 
ity of  them  have  been  arre- 
sted with  their  weapons  and 
means  of  terrorism  which 
they  had  brought  along  and 
the  small  remaining  group 
are  either  wounded  or  pun- 
ished for  their  acts,  a  sour- 
ce* of  the  Interior  Ministry 
said  today.  These  reaction- 
ary traitors  have  confessed 
that  they  were  incited,  pro- 
voked and  supported  by  the 
government  of  Pakistan. 

AUGUST  3,  1975: 

In  answer  to  a  Bakhtar 
news  agency  correspondent 
question  regarding  Pakistan 
prime  minister  Bhutto's  Fri- 
day press  canf  enence  -  the 
spokesman  of  the  Ministry  of 
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Foreign  Affairs  said :  Mr. 
Bhutto's  objective  in 
these  statements  can 
not  be  other  than 
deceiving  of  world  public 
opi*nion  particularly  that  of 
the  Muslim  countries,  and 
camouflaging  of  recent  im- 
plorable  actions  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Pakistan  against 
Afghanistan." 

AUGUST  9,  1975: 

Head  of  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  presidential  envoy 
of  Democratic  People's  Re- 
public of  Korea  Yang  Hyo- 
ng  Sob  at  the  presidential 
palace  this  afternoon.  Dur- 
ing the  meeting  Yang  deli- 
vers a  special  message  from 
Kim  II  Sung,  the  President 
of  that  country  to  president 
Mohammad  Daoud. 

AUGUST  11,  1975 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  receives  special  env- 
oy of  the  Republic  of  Kor- 
ea, Dr.  Soq  Young  Chutig 
at  the  presidential  palace 
this  afternoon.  During  the 
meeting  Dr.  Soo  delivers  a 
special  message  from  the 
president  of  the  Republic 
of  Korea  to  president  Daoud 

AUGUST  13,  1975: 

Six  persons  are  killed  and 
extensive  damage  done  by 
severe,  unexpected  and  un- 
seasonal  floods  in  Sorkhro- 
ad  district  Nangarhar  pro- 
vince and  in  Paghman  near 
Kabul  today. 


Stan  for  procurement  of  ch- 
emical fertiliser.  The  agree- 
ment to  this  effect  is  signed 
in  Kabul  today,  by  deputy 
Planning  Minister  Abdul 
Aziz  Frough  and  charge  d'- 
affairs  of  the  U.S.  embassy 
in  Kabul  Robert  Curran. 

AUGUST  17,  1975: 

The  Land  Reforms  Law 
has  been  published  in  the 
loth  issue  of  the  Official  Ga-^ 
zette  (August  6,  1975)  after 
approval  of  the  cabinet  and 
endorsement  of  the  Head  of 
State  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Daoud. 

The  bill  in  seven  chapters 
and  45  articles  will  be  pro- 
mulgated one  year  after  its 
publication  in  the  Official 
Gazette. 


The  United  States  of  Am- 
erica has  given  eight  milli- 
on dollars  credit  to  Af  ghani- 


Tn  a  statement  issued  to- 
day, a  Foreign  Ministry  sp- 
kesman  said:  **As  a  countrv 
of  this  region,  Afghanistan 
is  following  the  recent  eve- 
nts in  Bangladesh  with  atte- 
ntion and  interest" 

''Although  the  recent  eve- 
nts in  that  country  are  her 
interinal  affairs  the  assassin- 
ation of  the  lafe  Sheikh  Mii- 
jibur  Rahmad  and  some  oth- 
er Iej?nders  of  Banofladesh  i^; 
refi^r^ttahle.  "The  spokesm- 
an said. 

Mnqlim  nation  of 
Rj^np^ladesh  e'ni'oys  the  full 
svmp^thv  of  the  Afefhan  no- 
tion and  its  r^ovcrnment.'',  he 
continiT^r?.  THp  9noVpcrn??n 
^vnres<?pfi  th'P  hone  that  the 
Bangladesh  nation  will  suc- 
ceed in  attaining  a  prosper- 
ous and  hopful  future  in  pe- 
ace and  security. 
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AUGUST  22,  1975: 

Head  of  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  deputy  foreign 
minister  of  Japan  and  spec- 
ial envoy  of  the  Jiapane^e  go- 
vernment Dr.  Chujnban  Hat> 
ano  at  the  presidential  pal- 
ace this  morning.  During  the 
meeting  Dr.  Hatano  has  de- 
livered a  message  from  the 
Japanese  Prime  Minister  to 
president  Daoud. 

AUGUST  23,  1975: 

The  Foreign  Ministry  has 
issued  the  following  state- 
ment today:  In  persuance  ot 
the  statement  made  by  the 
Foreign  Ministry  spokesman 
on  August  17,  in  which  he 
said  that  Afghanistan  as  a 
country  of  this  region  wat- 
ches recent  events  iji  Bang- 
ladesh with  attention  and 
interest^  the  government  of 
Afghanistan  has  informed 
the  new  government  of  Da- 
cca formed  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Khondakar  Mush- 
taq  Ahmad  that  it  continues 
its  friendly  relations  wuth 
Bangladesh. 

AUGUST  31,  1975: 

The  Pashtunistan  Nation- 
al Day  is  celebrated  in  gra- 
nd ceremonies  in  Kabul  and 
provinces,  today. 

SEPTEMBER  1,  1975: 

The  Investment  Committ- 
ee which  met  today  under 
the  chairjnanship  of  Plann- 
ing Minister  Ali  Ahmad  Kh- 
uram  approved  three  priva- 
te investment  projects  with 


a  total  capital  of  303  milli- 
on Afghanis. 


An  Agreement  for  cultur- 
al coopefiation  program  for 
1975—76  between  the  Repu- 
blic of  Afghanistan  and  Re- 
public of  India  is  signed  in 
Kabul  today  by  ixiformiition 
and  Culttur  Minister  Prof. 
Dr.  Nevin  and  Indian  envoy 
to  Kabul,  Singh. 

SEPTEMBER  7,  1975: 

President  of  the  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  attends  the  recitation 
of  the  full  text  of  holy  kor- 
an  which  is  started  at  the 
Mosque  of  the  presidential 
palace  tonight  on  the  occas- 
ion of  the  holy  month  of  Ra- 
madan. 

SEPTEMBER  8,  1975: 

The  agreement  for  techni- 
cal and  economic  feasibility 
survey  of  eight  project^  of 
the  Food  Procurement  Dep- 
arment  of  the  Finance  Mini- 
stry is  concluded  with  the  ec- 
nomic  section  of  the  Soviet 
embassy  in  Kabul  today. 

SEPTEMBER  11,  1975: 

The  agreement  or  techni- 
cal and  economic  feasibility 
surveys  of  Sheep  breeding 
projects  in  Ghor,  Badghis, 
Jauzjan  and  Fariab  provin- 
ces is  signed  in  Kabul  today 
between  the  Ministry  of  Agr- 
iculture and  an  Australian 
consulting  company. 

SEPTEMBER  23,  1975: 

Th  press  today  publishes 
the  transcription  of  an  int- 
erview granted  by  Head  of 
the  State  and  Prime  Minis- 
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ter  Mohammad  Daoud  to  Ge- 
nza  Borosejcei  correspondent 
of  the  Japanese  daily  Yum- 
iuri  Shimbun  on  September 
19. 

SEPTEMBER  24,  1975: 

To  further  develop  frien- 
dly relations  betvveen  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  and 
the  Republic  of  Cuba  the  go- 
vernments of  the  two  cotm- 
tries  have  decided  to  establ- 
ish diplomatic  relations  at 
ambassadorial  level  as  of 
September  11,  1975. 

SEPTEMBER  27  1975: 

To  improve  and  speed  up 
work,  the  following  appoi- 
ntments and  reshuffles  ha- 
ve been  made  in  the  cabin- 
et under  the  direction  of 
President  and  Prime  Minis- 
ter Mohammad  Daoud,  the 
Presidential  Office  repor- 
ted today: 

Sayed  Abdulilah  in  addi- 
tion to  his  present  portfolio 
of  Finance  Ministry^  as  Se- 
cond Deputy  Prime  Minister; 
Faiz  Mohammad  as  Mi- 
nister of  Frontier  Affairs; 
Abdul  Qadir  as  Minister  of 
Interior;  Eng.  Abdul  Ta- 
wab  Assifi,  as  Minister  of 
Mines  and  Industries;  Aziz- 
ullah  Wasifi,  as  Minister  of 
Agriculture;  Eng.  Abdul  Ka- 
rim  Attayee  as  Minister  of 
Communications. 

SEPTEMBER  30,  1975: 

Answering  a  question  of 
the  Bakhtar  news  agency  co- 
respondent in  regard  to  the 
latest  statement  of  Pakista- 


n's Interior  Minister  Abdul 
Qayoum  in  which  he  had 
said  that  the  Deputy  Forei- 
gn Minister  for  Political  Aff- 
airs of  Afghanistan  has  made 
anti — Pakistan  declaration 
in  the  plenary  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  of 
the  United  Nations,  the  For- 
eign Ministry  spokesman 
said:  'The  Pakistani  InteiRjor 
Minister's  statement  is  very 
surprising  because  Waheed 
Abdullah  in  that  part  of  his 
speech  the  text  of  which  has 
been  already  published  has 
appealed  to  Pakistani  broth- 
ers to  create  the  desiied  at- 
mosphere and  conditions  for 
solving  the  only  political  dif- 
ference between  the  two  co- 
untries as  friends  and  bro- 
thers. 

"If  the  Interior  Minister 
of  Pakistan  considenrs  this 
friendly  tone  of  Afghanista- 
n's deputy  foreign  minister 
as  anti— Pakistani'*  the  spo- 
kseman  said,  "we  could  say 
nothing  except  express  reg- 
ret to  this  negative  thinking, 
and  perverted  and  confused 
mentality."  The  Spokesman 
strongly  condemened  the 
views  expressed  by  Pakistan 
Interior  Minister  on  the 
domestic  situation  in  Afgha- 
nistan. 

SEPTEMBER  31,  1975: 

The  Presidential  Office  to- 
day released  the  text  of  an 
interview  granted  by  Head 
of  State  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Daoud  some  ti- 
me ago  to  Najdet  Rurkent, 
the  correspondent  of  the  Tu- 
rkish daily  Tarjuman. 
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OCTOBER  1,  1975: 

The  government  of  Cana- 
da, through  its  Internation- 
al Development  Administra- 
tion has  extended  101  milli- 
on dollars  grant-in-aid  to  Af- 
ghanistan. The  agreement 
for  the  grant  is  signed  to- 
day in  Kabul  by  Planning 
Minister  AJi  Ahmad  Khuram 
and  Canadian  non-resident 
envoy  to  Kabul  K.W.  Maela- 
llan. 

The  government  of  Denm- 
ark has  extended  three  mil- 
lion U.S.  dollars  loan  to  Af- 
ghanistan for  supply  of  road 
building  equipment  and  ma- 
chinery. The  loan  is  interest 
free  and  is  repayable  in  25 
years. 

OCTOBER  3,  1975: 

Another  group  of  93  Balu- 
chis  including  women  and 
children  recently  arrived  in 
Afghanistan  fleeing  the  op- 
pression and  cruelty  of  Pak- 
istani government  and  ruth- 
less attacks  of  Pakistani  ar- 
med forces  the  Information 
Department  of  the  forieign 
Ministry  said  today.  The 
ARCS  has  taken  appropriate 
measures  for  feedin^^  and 
lodging  of  the  new  refugees. 

OCTOBER  6,  1975: 

Head  of  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Daoud 
offers  Eid-al~Fiter  prayers 
at  the  congregational  mosq- 
ue of  the  presidential  palace 
this  morning. 

Head  of  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  visiting  Ajneri- 
can  astronauts  at  the  presi- 
detial  palace  this  afternoon. 


The  spokesman  of  the  For- 
eign Minitry  in  an  answer 
to  ai  question  of  Ba.khlar 
news  agency  correspondent 
has  categorically  rejected 
and  considered  void  of  truth 
the  claim  of  BBC  quoted  by 
all  India  Radio  that  Afghan- 
istan has  made  military  mo- 
vements and  has  concentrat- 
ed troops  in  areas  adjacent 
to  Pashtunistan  and  Baluch- 
istan. 

The  Turkish  Cypriot  lead- 
er Roauf  Denktash  arrives  in 
Kabul  this  morning  for  fri- 
endly visit  as  part  of  his  to- 
ur of  a  number  of  countries. 
At  the  Kabul  international 
airport  he  is  welcomed  by 
Information  and  Culture  Mi- 
nister Prof.  Dr.  Nevin,  some 
members  of  the  Af  ghan-Tur- 
kish Friendship  Society  and 
Turkish  envoy  to  Kabul. 
OCTOBER  13,  1975: 

President  and  Prime  Mini- 
ster Mohammad  Daoud  rec- 
eives Turkish  Cypriot  leader 
Raouf  Denktash  at  the  pres- 
idential palace  this  morning. 
OCTOBER  17,  1975: 

President  and  prime  mini- 
ster Mohammad  Daoud  rec- 
eives the  visiting  ITNDP  ad- 
minister Peterson  at  the  pr- 
esidential palace. 


A  number  of  new  projec- 
ts with  a  total  capital  of 
afs.  84  631,  000  has  been  ap- 
proved recently  by  the  Inv- 
estment Committee. 

OCTOBER  19,1975: 

Planning  Minister  Ali  Ah- 
mad Khuram  arrives  in  Ka- 
bul from  Tehran  this  morn- 
ing after  signing  of  ai)roto- 
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col  pertaining  tp  projects  to 
be  financed  through  credits 
of  Iran  and  holding  a  series 
of  talJcs  with  Iranian  Comm- 
erce Minister  Mahdavi.  Dur- 
ing his  stay  in  Tehran  Khu- 
ram  wag  received  by  HIM 
the  Shahanshah  of  Iran. 

The  Asian  development 
Bank  has  recently  approved 
a  technical  assistance  grant 
to  the  government  of  Afgha- 
nistan for  a  feasibility  study 
of  a  plan  to  establish  a  mod- 
ern seeds  industry  in  the  co- 
untry. The  gram  is  to  cover 
part  of  the  foreign  exchan- 
ge costs  for  six  FAO  special- 
ists needed  in  this  prelimin- 
ary phase  of  the  project. 

OCTOBER  22,  1975: 

The  Press  on  March  30„31 
St  this  year  had  carried  the 
text  of  the  letters  sent  by 
President  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Daoud  and  Pri- 
me Minister  of  Pakistan  Bh- 
utto about  the  situation  in 
Baluchistan  and  the  political 
difference  between  Afghani- 
stan and  Pakistan  to  UN  Se- 
cretary General  Kurt  Wald- 
heim. 

In  reply  to  president  and 
Prime  Minister's  letter  of 
March  2,1975  the  text  of 
which  has  been  published 
previously  Mr.  Bhutto  sent 
a  letter  to  the  UN  secreta- 
ry General  Kurt  Waldheim 
on  April  6,1975  to  which 
the  president  and  prime 
Minister  sent  a  reply  on 
August  30,1975  addressed 
to  Kurt  Waldheim. 

The     press     today  pu- 


blished the  text  of  the  two 
letters  which  along  with 
the  former  letters  have  re- 
cently been  published  as  of- 
ficial documents  of  the  Uni- 
ted Nations  in  New  York  for 
the  information  of  its  rea- 
ders. 

OCTOBER  23,  1975 : 

Head  of  State  an^  Pri- 
me Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  watches  the  grand 
Buzkashi  games  at  Chama- 
ne  Huzori  today.  At  the  end 
of  the  games  the  leader  of 
Revolution  receives  the  hor- 
semen. 

UN  day  is  marked  throu- 
ghout Afghanistan.  On  this 
occasion  the  president  and 
Prime  Minister  issues  speci- 
al message. 

Similarly  on  the  occasi- 
on of  the  30th  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  UN  the 
President  and  Prime  Minis- 
ter sends  a  congratulatory 
message  to  UN  Secretary 
General  Dr.  Kurt  Waldhe- 
im. 

October  28,1975: 

Indian  Foreign  Minister 
Y.B.  Chavan  arrives  in  Ka- 
bul this  evening  to  head 
the  Indian  delegation  at 
the  joint  Afghan-Indian  ec- 
onomic commission  talks. 
At  Kabul  international  air- 
port he  is  welcomed  by  Pl- 
anning Ministr  Ali  Ahmad 
Khuram,  Indian  enovy  to 
Kabul  and  other  members 
of  the  Indian  embassy. 

October  29,1975: 

President  of  the  State 
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and  Prime  Minister  Moha- 
mmad Daoud  receives  Ind- 
ian Foreign  Minister  Y.  B. 
Chavan  at  the  Gulkhana 
palace  today  and  holds  tal- 
ks with  him. 


The  Afghan-Indian  joint 
economic  commission  meets 
at  the  Ministry  of  foreign 
Affairs  this  morning.  At 
the  meeting  the  Afghan 
delegation  is  headed  by  Pl- 
anning Minister  Ali  Ahmad 
Khuram  a'od  the  Indian  de- 
legation is  headed  by  Indi- 
an Foreign  Minister  Y.B. 
Chavan. 


Afghanistan  India  sign 
an  economic  and  technical 
cooperation  agreement  at 
the  Foreign  Ministry  today. 
The  agreement  which  is  co- 
ncluded at  the  fourth  mee- 
ting of  the  Afghan-Indian 
joint  economic  and  technic- 
al commission  is  signed  by 
Planning  Minister  Ali  Ahm- 
ad Khuram  and  Indian  Fo- 
reign Minister  Y.B.  Chav 
an. 

NOV.  3,  1975: 

In  answer  to  a  Bakhtar 
new  agency  reporter's  que- 
stion regarding  recent  st- 
atement by  tTie  Pakistani 
Prime  Minister  Zulfikar  Ali 
Bhutto  concerning  Pakistan 
supreme' s  verdict  on  the 
dissolution  of  the  National 
Awami  Party,  and  his 
remarks,  made  in  the  same 
speech,  that  he  is  ready  to 
visit  Kabul  for  elimination 
of     telision  and  relation 


between  Afghanistan  and 
Pakistan,  the  spokesman  of 
the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs said  that  in  regard  to 
the  upholding  by  Pakistani 
Supreme  Court  of  the  dis- 
solution of  the  National 
Awami  Party  in  Pashtun- 
istan  and  Baluchistan,  de- 
ceit and  intrigue  is  evid- 
ent because  not  even  a 
single  leader  of  the  Nation- 
al Awami  Party,  by  virtue 
of  rejection  of  their  lawful 
requests,  wag  granted  the 
means  to  freely  and  com- 
prehensively defend  their 
rights.  We  have  a  prevalent 
idiom  in  our  country  which 
says,  the  potter,  the  pot 
and  the  clay  are  all  one 
and  the  same. 

In  regard  to  Bhutto's  re- 
marks about  visiting  Kabul, 
the  Foreign  Ministry  spok- 
sman  said:  We  welcome  it 
but  this  visit  must  not  be 
used  as  another  means  for 
confusing  world  public  opi- 
nion on  the  real  nature  of 
the  issue  which  keeps  our 
countries  apart." 

November  4,  1975: 

Head  of  State  and  Pr- 
ime Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  receives  Hafiz  Kara- 
mani  the  special  repre- 
sentative  of  Algerian 
Head  of  State  Houari 
Boumedienne  at  the  presid- 
ential palace  this  morning. 
During  the  meeting  Karam- 
ani  conveys  the  oral  mess- 
age of  president  Boumedie- 
nne to  president  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud. 
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The  construction  of  Kaj- 
aki  hydro-electric  power  pr- 
oject in  Helmand  province 
which  had  begun  two  years 
ago  ,ha5  been  completed. 
Two  turbines  generating  a 
total  of  33,000  kws.  electri- 
city have  been  installed  in 
the  first  stage. 

November  5,  1975: 

The  first  trade  agreeme- 
nt between  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  and  Turkey  is 
signed  in  Kabul  today  by 
deputy  commerce  minister 
Mohammad  Azam  Azimi 
and  Turkish  deputy  comm- 
erce minister  Agha  Oktai 
Guner. 

November  12,  1975: 

President  and  prime  mini- 
ster Mohammad  Daoud  rec- 
eives Mohammad  Yunus, 
special  envoy  of  Indian  pri- 
me minister  Mrs.  Indira 
Gandhi  at  the  presidential 
palace  this  morning.  During 
the  meeting  Mohammad 
Unus  delivers  special  mess- 
age of  Indira  Gandhi  to  pr- 
<\sident  Daoud. 

November  23,1975: 

The  international  semin- 
ar on  Pashtu  language  and 
literature  is  inaugu-rated  in 
Kabul  University  auditori- 
um by  Education  Minister 
Abdul  Qayoum  this  morn- 
ing. The  seminar,  the  first 
sponsored  by  the  newly 
established  International 
Centre  for  Pashtu  Studies, 
of  the  Pashtu  Academy  of 
Afghanistan,  is  attended  by 


a  number  of  Afghan  schol- 
ars as  well  as  scholars  fr- 
om Soviet  Union,  Iran,  In- 
dia, Denmark,  France,  UK, 
and  some  other  countries. 

December  1,  1975: 

The  Foreign  Ministry  sp- 
okesman in  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion by  a  Bakhtar  news  ag- 
ency correspondent  in  reg- 
ard to  baseless  claims  of 
Pakistani  Prime  Minister 
Bhutto  concerning  strengt- 
hening and  mobilisation  of 
Afghan  military  forces  in 
areas  adjoining  Pashtunist- 
an  and  Baluchistan,  said  that 
whenever  the  Pakistani  pri- 
me minister  faces  a  crisis 
or  strong  internal  oppositi- 
on in  Pakistan,  by  virtue  of 
his  habit,  and  for  preser- 
vation and  continuation  of 
personal  authority,  wishes 
to  find  a  means  to  divert 
the  thoughts  and  preoccup- 
ations of  the  people  of  Pa- 
kistan to  unreal  dangers 
which  are  creations  of  his 
own  as  he  has  said  in  his 
speech  in  Multan  that  Afg- 
hanistan has  started  mobi- 
lisation and  suspended  lea- 
ves of  army  officers.  The 
Foreign  Ministry  spokesman 
said  that  the  government  of 
Afghanistan  strongly  reje- 
cts these  baseless  and  com- 
pletely false  allegations. 

December  6.  1975: 

The  President  office  to- 
day releases  the  text  of  an 
interview  granted  by  Head 
of  the  State  and  Prime  Min- 
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ister  Mohammad  Daoud  to 
Guerwiere,  the  correspond- 
ent of  the  Le  Monde  of  Pa- 
ris on  December  3,1975. 

In  reply  to  a  question 
about  Iran's  proposals  to 
Turkey  and  Pakistan  as  re- 
gards joint  production  of 
weapons,  the  president  sa- 
id: "In  my  opinion  defend- 
i'ng  independence  and  nati- 
onal sovereignty  is  the  duty 
of  every  nation,  but  arms 
race  vvhereever  and  at  any 
time  may  upset  balances, 
creating  tension,  and  as  a 
result,  I  do  not  think  it  will 
be'nefit  world  peace." 

In  answer  to  another  qu- 
estion about  Afghanistan's 
interest  in  EEC  the  Pre- 
sident  said:  "Before  the 
present  regime  the  govern- 
ment of  Afghanistan  had 
asked  for  information  on 
the  Common  Market.  Now, 
too,  our  Commerce  Minis- 
try is  trying  to  complete 
information  about  EEC ,  so 
that  it  becomes  familiar 
with  terms  and  other  aff- 
airs of  the  EEC.  At  pres- 
ent we  have  only  establish- 
ed ^'^me  contacts". 

DECEMBER  7,  1975: 
The  Foreign    Minister  of 
the  Socialist  Republic  of 
Czechoslovakia  Bohuslav 
Chnoupek    arrives   here  to- 
day on  an  official  visit  at 
the  invitation    of  Deputy 
Foreign  Minister  Waheed 
Abdullah. 


DECEMBER  9,  1975: 
Head  of  the  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  welcomes  this  mor- 
ning at  Kabul  Internation- 
al Airport  Nikolai  Victoro- 
vich  Podgorny,  President 
of  the  Presidium  of  the 
Supreme  Soviet  of  the  US- 
SR. He  has  arrived  here  on 
an  official  and  friendly  visit 
at  the  invitation  of  Head  of 
the  State  and  Prime  Minist- 
er Mohammad  Daoud. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohmmad  Daoud 
receives  the  visiting  Cze- 
choslovak Foreign  Minis- 
ter Chnoupek  for  a  meet- 
ing at  the  Presidential  Pa- 
lace this  afternoon. 

DEC.  10,  1975: 

President  Daoud  and 
President  Podgorny  sign 
the  protocol  on  the  extens- 
ion of  the  neutrality  and 
mutual  non-aggressional 
treaty  between  Afghanis- 
tan and  the  Soviet  Union 
for  another  ten  years. 

DECEMBER  11,  1975 

President  and    Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
offers   Eid-al-Adha  prayers 
at  the  presidential  mosq- 
ue, this  morning. 

DECEMBER  18,  1975: 

The  press  today  carries 
the  text  of  the  Afghan-So- 
viet protocol  on  extension 
of  neutrality,  non-aggress- 
ion treaty  which  was  sign- 
ed in  Kabul  during  the  visit 
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here  by  President  of  the 
Presidium  of  the  Supreme 
Soviet  of  the  USSR  Pod- 
gorny  on     December  10, 
1975. 

DF.CEMBER  20,  1975: 

On  the  proposal  of  the 
Ministry  of  Mines  and  In- 
dustries, approval  of  the 
Cabinet  and  endorsement 
of  the  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud,  decisions  have 
bee'n  made  as  regards  est- 
ablishment of  an  oil  refin- 
ery, the  site  for  it,  increa- 
se in  production  capacity 
of  the  refinery  as  well  as 
utilisation  of  Aq  Darya  oil 
field. 

The  Libyan  Minister  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
Bouzeid  Dordah  heading  a 
delegation  arrive^  here  tod- 
ay. He  is  carrying  a  messa- 
ge from  Libyan  President 
Muammar  el— Qaddafi  to 
President  and  Prime  Minis- 
ter Mohammad  Daoud. 

DECEMBER  21,  1975: 

President  and    Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the     Minister  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
of  the  Republic    of  Libya 
Bouzeid    Dordah  at  the  Pr- 
esidential Palace  this  af- 
ternoon. 

DECEMBER  22,  1975: 

The  meeting  commemo- 
rating the     millennium  of 
the  death  of  Abu  Mansour 
Mohammad    Ben  Ahmad 


Daqiqi  Balkhi,  the  renown- 
ed son  of  the  country,  is 
opened  this  morning  in  the 
auditorium  of  Radio  Afg- 
hanistan. The  meeti'ng  is 
attended  by  Afghan  scho- 
lars and  a  number  of  scho 
lars  of  various  friendly  co- 
untries. 

DECEMBER  23,  1975: 

The  emporium  of  the 
Afghanistan  Handicrafts 
Development  Centre  is  op- 
ened by  President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  Industries  Dr.  Moham- 
mad Akbar  Omar  in  Shara- 
ra  Watt  today. 

JANUARY  9,  1976: 

The  Foreign  Minister  of 
Turkey,  Ihsan  Sabri  Cagh- 
layangil,  and  his  wife,  arri- 
ve in  Kabul  at  9  a.m.  tod- 
ay for  an  official  and  fri- 
endly visit  at  the  invitation 
of  Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Wahed  Abdullah. 

JANUARY  12,  1976: 

Head  of  the  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Moham- 
mad Daoud,  receives  visiting 
Turkish  Foreign  Minister  Ih- 
san Sabri  Chaghlayangil  at 
the  presidential  palace  to- 
day. 

Afghanistan  and  Turkey 
sign  a  protocol  on  econom- 
ic and  technical  cooperation 
and  a  memorandum  of  un- 
derstanding on  expansion 
of  cultural  relations  bet- 
ween Afghanistan  and  Tur- 
key.    The      protocol  and 
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memorandum  are  signed 
by  deputy  foreign  minister 
Waheed  Abdullah  and  Tur- 
kish Foreign  Minister  Ihsan 
Sabri  Chaghlayangil. 

JANUARY  28,  1976: 

To  ameliorate  health  ser- 
vices, president  and  prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Da- 
oud  has  appointed  Dr.  Ab- 
dullah Omar  as  Minister  of 
Pubhc  Health,  the  Presid- 
ential Office  has  reported 
today. 

JANUARY  29,  1976: 

An  agreement  for  techni- 
cal and  economic  feasibi- 
lity studies  and  designing 
of  extension    projects  of 
Kandahar  fruit  processing 
factory,  tannery  and  slaug- 
hter house  of  Ghaz'ni  and 
oil  extraction  plant  of  Kun- 
duz  is  signed  in  Kabul  to- 
day   between    Mines  and 
Industries     Ministry  and 
the    government  of  Bulga- 
ia. 

FEBRUARY  5,  1976: 

Education  Minister  Prof. 
Abdul  Kayoum  accompa'n- 
ied  by  Planning  Minister 
Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  opens 
the  100-bed  surgical  hos- 
pital of  Natigarhar  Univer- 
sity, today. 

FEBRUARY  7,  1976: 
The    visiting  secretary 
general     of  International 
Telecommunications  Union 

(ITU)    Mohammad  Mili, 
meets  Communications  Mi- 


nister Eng.  Attayee  and 
discusses  with  him  the  ex- 
pansion of  UNDP  and  ITU 
assistance  to  Afghanistan. 

FEBRUARY  12,  1976: 

The  Government  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan 
today  announces  its  recog- 
nition of  the  government 
of  the  people's  Movement 
for  the  Liberation  of  Ang- 
ola. 


A  joint  transport  and 
freight  forwarding  compa- 
ny with  a  capital  of  40  mil- 
lion afghanis  is  established 
in  Kabul  by  Afghanistan 
and  Soviet  Union.  The  Co- 
mpany is  named  AFSOTR. 

FEBRUARY  14,  1976: 

The  Investment  Commi- 
ttee has  approved  the  es- 
tablishment of  four  ind- 
ustrial projects  with  a  to- 
tal capital  of  afs.  233  mil- 
lion. 

FEBRUARY  22,  1976: 

Another  34  Baluchis  ha- 
ve sought  refuge  in  Afgh- 
anistan^ fleeing  the  oppre- 
ssions and  atrocities  of  go- 
government  and  army  of 
Pakistan. 

FEBRUARY  24,  1976 : 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affa- 
irs of  the  Republic  of  Iraq 
Saadoun  Hamadi  carrying 
the  message  of  President 
Ahmad  Hassan  Al-Bakr  for 
the  Head  of  State  and  Pri- 
me Minister  Mohammad  Da- 
oud  arrives  in  Kandahar  to- 
day. 
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FEBRUARY  25,  1976: 
The  Presidential  Office 
today  releases  the  text  of 
tiie  interview    granted  by 
Head  of  the  State  and  Pri- 
me    Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  to  South    Asia  cor- 
respondent of  Yugoslavia's 
Ta'njug  news  agency  Bran- 
ko  Savic. 


Head  of  the  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  has  waived  the  ar- 
rears due  from  persons  sin- 
ce prior  to  1300  up  to  the 
end  of  1335. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  visiting  Iraqi 
Foreign  Minister  and  spec- 
ial envoy  of  President  of 
Iraq,  Saadoun  Hamadi,  at 
the  Preside'ntial  Palace  to- 
day. During  the  meeting 
the  Iraqi  Foreign  Minister 
delivers  the  message  of  Ir- 
aqi President,  Hassan  Al 
Bakr,  to  President  Daoud. 


An  agreement  for  navig- 
ation in  Afghanistan  and 
Soviet  Union  ports  for  1355 
is  signed  in  Kabul  today  be- 
tween the  delegations  of 
the  two  countries. 


The  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan and  the  Royal  Gover- 
'nment  of  Thailand  have 
agreed  to  raise  their  diplo- 
matic ties  from  non-resident 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  le- 
vel to  ambassador  level  as 
of  Febmary  25,  1976. 


FEBRUARY  29,  1976: 

The  Councillor  of  the  per- 
manent mission  of  the  Re- 
pubhc  of  Afghanistan  to 
UN  Mir  Abdul  Wahab  Se- 
diq  has  been  elected  as 
Vice  Chairman  of  the  Co- 
mmittee o'xi  the  Inalienable 
Rights  of  Palestinian  Peo- 
people. 

MARCH  1,  1976: 

The  International  Hum- 
an Settlement  Day  is  mark- 
ed in  a  function  at  Cinema 
Park  today  by  the  Ministry 
of  Public  Works. 


In  continuation  of  flow 
into  Afghanistan  of  Baluchi 
refugees  another  47  Ba- 
luchis  have  taken  refuge  in 
Afghanistan. 

MARCH  16,  1976: 

x^fghanistan  and  Turkey 
sign  a  cultural  agrecme'nt 
for  1976-77  in  Akara. 


The  1355    budget  amo- 
unting to  Afs.  25,197,384,- 
000  is  approved. 

MARCH  18,  1976: 

The  Deputy  Education 
Minister  and  Head  of  the 
Afghan  delegation  to  the 
Siratan  Nabi  (peace  be  up- 
on him)  Conference  in  Is- 
lamabad Wafiullah  Samii, 
rejects  the  stateme'nts  of 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Pak- 
istan regarding  Afghanistan 
and  considers  it  unfonnded. 

MARCH  19,  1976: 

The     Presidential  office 
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said  today  that  Head  of 
the  State  and  Prime  Minis- 
ter Mohammad  Daoud  has 
issued  a  decree  in  the  na- 
me of  Justice  Mitiister  Dr. 
Abdul  Majid  in  regard  to 
scrutiny  and  study  of  the 
draft  constitution  of  the 
Repubh'c  of  Afghanistan. 

MARCH  21,  1976: 

The  first  day  of  the  new 
Afghan  year  (1355)  is  cele- 
brated throughout  the  co- 
untry. On  this  occasion,  the 
Head  of  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Daoud 
issued  a  special  message. 


The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  sends  a  message  to 
UN  Secretary  General  Dr. 
Kurt  Waldheim  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  International 
Day  for  Elimination  of  Ra- 
cial Discrimination. 

MARCH  25,  1976: 

The  Presidential  Office 
releases  the  text  of  an  in- 
terview granted  by  the  He- 
ad of  State  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
to  Reuter  correspondent  in 
Tslam-Abad,  Graham  Ste- 
wart. 

In  reply  to  the  question: 
"Some  circles  consider  Af- 
ghanistan as  one  of  the  sa- 
tellites of  Soviet  UnioTi.  Pl- 
ease explain  Afghanistan's 
relations  with  Soviet  Un- 
ion,?" The  President  said 
''The  Afghan  nation  as  a 
peace  loving  nation  is  des- 


irous of  friendship,  and 
amicable  and  sincere  ties 
with  all  peoples  aiid  nati- 
ons of  the  world,  especially 
with  its  neighbours,  but 
rest  assured  that  Afghani- 
stan has  never  been  any 
body's  satellite,  and  it  is 
not  a  satellite  but  in  the 
orbit  of  its  ow'n  nationali- 
sm. From  the  first  day  of 
the  revolution  this  interpre- 
tation and  publicity  has 
been  the  speciality  of  Ren- 
ter's agency,  and  you  know 
better  its  objective". 

In  response  to  another 
question  regarding  Afgha- 
nistan's interest  in  joining 
the  R.C.D.     the  President 
said:  "In  regard  to  the  pro- 
posal regarding  the  progr- 
amme for  development  of 
regional     cooperation  and 
inclusion  of  other  countr- 
ies of  the  region  in  it  so  far 
we  have  not  acquired  any 
official    information.  But 
you  certainly  know  that  Af- 
ghanistan has  followed  and 
pursues  a  policy  of  neutra- 
lity and  nonalignment.  We 
will  not  be  interested,  hen- 
ce, in  anv  resfional  coope- 
ration  connected  directly  or 
indirectly     with  military 
pacts". 

MARCH  29,  1976: 

The  first  session  of  the 
commission  formed  for  stu- 
dy and  scrutinisatioTi  of  the 
draft  Constitution  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  is 
held  in  Darulaman  this  mor- 
ning. 
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APRIL  2  1976: 

The  day  of  solidarity  wi- 
th the  Palestine  Arab  peo- 
ple is  observed  in  Afghan- 
istan. 


The  Export  Promotion 
Bank  was  established  in  the 
country. 

APRIL  3,  1976: 

The  programme  of  cult- 
ural and  scientific  cooper- 
ation for  1355-56  betweeti 
Afghanistan  and  Soviet 
Union  is  signed  in  Kabul 
by  Deputy  Foreign  Minist- 
er Waheed  Abdullah,  and 
Soviet  Ambassador  to  Ka- 
bul Alexander  Puzanov. 

APRIL  4,  1976: 

The  Foreign  Ministry  sp- 
okesman in  answer  to  a 
Bakhtar  news  agency  rep- 
orter regarding  statements 
today  in  Queta  by  Pakistani 
Prime  Minister  Bhutto  who 
answering  a  pre-arranged 
question  connected  with  re- 
lations between  Afghanistan 
and  Pakistan,  made  ludicr- 
ous and  false  remarks  in 
relation  to  Afghanistan  and 
the  history  of  this  region  of 
Asia,  said  that  a  study  of 
the  context  of  these  state- 
ments, made  also  previous- 
ly on  different  occasions, 
shows  that  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister of  Pakistan  is  in  a 
state  of  nervous  excitem- 
ent due  to  confusion  and 
disarray  of  conditions  insi- 
de Pakistan  and  the  numer- 
ous pressures  of  public  op- 
inion of  the  people  of  Pakis- 
tan who  with  the  passage 


of  every  day  rise  against 
him,  and  has  distorted  clear 
facts  of  the  situation  and 
firm  and  documented  hist- 
orical realities  through  as- 
tounding claims,  and  in  an 
illusory  way. 

The    spokesman  added 
that  the  history  of  Afgha- 
nistan and  the  struggle  of 
the  people  of  this  country 
for  the    preservation  and 
protection  of  independence 
and    territorial  integrity, 
which  also  encouraged  free- 
dom fighters  of  the  sub-con- 
tinent are  evident  to  all  pe- 
oples of  the  world. 

APRIL  7,  1976: 

World  Health  Day  is  ma- 
rked in  Afghanistan  under 
the  theme    of  "Foresight 
Prevents  Blindness". 

APRIL  14,  1976: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  receives  visiting  sp- 
ecial envoy  of  President  of 
Islamic  Republic  of  Mauri- 
tania, Mohammad  Ould- 
Sidialy,  at  the  Presidential 
Palace  this  morning.  Dur- 
ing the  meeting  Sidialy  de- 
livered the  message  of  Ma- 
uritanian  President  to  Pre- 
sident Daoud. 


Afghanistan  and  Portu- 
gal agreed  to  establish  dip- 
lomatic relations  on  non-re- 
sident ambassadorial  level 
as  of  April  14  1976: 

APRIL  15,  1976: 

On  the  instructions  of  the 
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Head  of  State  and  Prime 
Minister,  Mohammad  Da- 
oud,  necessary  measures 
have  been  taken  for  rescue 
of  those  who  have  been  th- 
reatened by  overflowing 
Helmand  river  in  Nimroz 
province. 


A  delegation  of  the  Re- 
public of  Korea  headed  by 
Kim-Chung  Tai,  President 
of  Political  Affairs  Depart- 
ment of  the  Foreign  Mi- 
nistry of  that  country  arri- 
ved in  Kabul  this  morning. 

APPJL  17,  1976: 

The  Deputy  Prime  Minis- 
ter and  Foreign  Minister  of 
Yugoslavia,  Milos  Minic, 
and  his  wife  arrive  in  Ka- 
bul this  morning. 

APRIL  18,  1976: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  receives  Ibrahim 
Bouabid,  the  visiting  spec- 
ial envoy  of  His  Majesty 
Hassan  II,  the  King  of  Mo- 
rocco at  the  Presidential 
Palace  at  3.30  P.M.  During 
the  meeting  he  delivers  the 
special  message  of  King 
Hassan  to  President  Moha- 
mmad Daoud. 


Afghan  and  Yugoslav  de- 
legations hold  talks  at  the 
Foreign  Ministry.  During 
the  talks  they  discuss  use- 
ful views  on  mutual  relati- 
ons and  cooperation  of  bo- 
th the  countries  specially 
in  the  economic,  technical, 
scientific    and  information 


fields  and  other  means  of 
expanding  and  strengthen- 
ing ties  between  the  coun- 
tries. 

APRIL  19,  1976: 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister,  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud.  receives  vice  Pr- 
esident of  the  Federal  Ex- 
ecutive Council  and  Foreign 
Minister  of  Yugoslav  Milos 
Minic,  at  the  Presidential 
Palace. 

APRIL  25,  1976: 

Heavy  floods     cause  los 
ses    of  life  and  property 
in  Herat  province. 

APRIL  26,  1976: 

Floods  in  Keshm  and 
Farkhar  claimed  the  lives 
of  sixteen  people  and  dest- 
royed a  number  of  houses. 

APRIL  27,  1976: 

Heavy  floods  kill  seven 
in  Badghis  province  and  af- 
fect Logar  and  Pakthi a  pro- 
vinces. 

APRIL  29,  1976: 

International  seminar  co- 
mmemorating the  millen- 
nium of  the  renowned  sch- 
olar and  sage,  Khwaja  Ab- 
dullah Ansari,  is  inaugura- 
ted at  Kabul  Nendarey  th- 
is morning. 

MAY  2,  1976: 

The  extension    project  of 

the  Bagrami  textile  mill 
which  includes  new  build- 
ings, new  weaving,  dyeing 
and  flannel  producing  ma- 
chines and  othe^  facilities 
begins  operation. 
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MAY  7,  1976: 

The  goveiliment  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  in 
an  official  statement  welco- 
mes the  softening  and  ton- 
ing down  of  anti-Afghanist- 
an propaganda    by  Pakist- 
an, and  the  expression  of 
brotherly     sentiments  by 
Pakistan  over  heavy  losses 
caused    by    floods  here 
and    officially  announces 
that  Mr.  Mohammad  Da- 
oud,  Head  of  State   and  Pri- 
me Minister  has  instructed 
the  Afghan  Charge  d'Affa- 
ires  in  Islamabad  to  convey 
his  official    invitation  to 
Mr.  Zulfikar    Ali  Bhutto, 
Prime  Minister  of  Pakistan 
to  pay  a  friendly  visit  to  Af- 
ghanistan for  talks  with  a 
view  to  solving  the  political 
difference  between   the  two 
countries. 


Special  envoy  of  Cuban 
Foreign  Minister^  Dr.  Jose 
Lopez,  arrives  in  Kabul  and 
meets  Deputy  Foreign  Mi- 
nister Waheed  Abdullah 
to  discuss  with  him  matters 
related  to  the  forthcoming 
nonaligned  summit  meet 
in  Colombo. 

MAY  9,  1976: 

The  anniversary    of  the 
official  hoisting  of  the  na- 
tional flag  Of  the  Repubhc 
of  Afghanistan  is  marked 
throughout  the  country. 


Afghanistan  marks  Inter- 
national Red  Cross  and  Red 
Crescent   day  in   special  fu 
nctions. 


MAY  11,  1976: 

Afghan  wrestlers  win  one 
gold  and  five  silvers  at  Ba- 
ghdad international  wrestl- 
ing matches. 
MAY  11,  1976: 

The  Repubhc  of  Afghan- 
istan and  the  Democratic 
People's  Republic  of  Korea 
sign  an  air  transportation 
agreement. 

MAY  13,  1976: 

Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Waheed  Abdullah  heading 
the  Afghan  delegation  at 
the  seventh  Islamic  Foreign 
Ministers'  conference  in  Is- 
tanbul meets  foreign  min- 
isters of  a  number  of  frien- 
dly countries  and  discusses 
with  them  issues  of  mutual 
interest. 

MAY  19,  1976: 

The  agreement  for  stu- 
dies, designing  and  prepa- 
ring the  Kunar  river  basin 
development     master  plan 
is  signed  in  Kabul  between 
Water  and  Power  Authority 
and  Electrowatt  Engineer 
ing  Ltd.,  Switzerland. 

MAY  27,  1976: 

The  anniversary  of  reg- 
aining of  independence  of 
Afghanistan  is  observed  th- 
roughout the  country. 


At  the  end  of  the  third 
meeting  of  the  Afghan- 
Iranian  Joint  Commission 
for  Trade  and  Economic 
Cooperation,  a  protocol  for 
trade  and  economic  coop- 
eration between  Afghanis- 


tan  and  Iran  is  signed  by 
Planning  Minister  Ali  Ah- 
mad Khuram  and  Iranian 
Commerce  Minister  Manu- 
chehr  Taslimi  at  the  For- 
eig'ii  Ministry. 

JUNE  5,  1976: 

The  World  Environment 
Day  is  marked  in  special 
functions  throughout  Afg- 
hanistan. 


The  World  Bank  announ- 
ces readiness  to  loan  Afg- 
ha'nistan  15  million  dollars 
for  second  livestock  proj- 
ect. The  agreement  perta- 
ining to  this  will  be  signed 
in  Washington  later. 

JUNE  7,  1976: 

At  the  invitation  of  Head 
of  State  and  Prime  Minist- 
er, Mohammad  Daoud,  the 
Pakistani  Prime  Minister 
Zulfikar  Ali  Bhutto  arrives 
in  Kabul  on  a  four-day  offi- 
cial visit. 


The  Mayor  of  Baghdad, 
Ibrahim  Mohammad  Ism- 
ail, arrives  here  at  the 
invitation  of  Kabul  Mayor, 
Dr.  Ghulam  Sakhi  Nourzad. 

JUNE  8,  1976: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
and  Pakistani  Prime  Min- 
ister Bhutto  meet  at  the 
Gulkhana  palace  at  10.30 
a.m.  and  start  their  discus- 
sions in  a  friendly  atmos- 
phere. 

JUNE  10,  1976: 

The  last  round  of  talks 


between  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  and  Prime  Minister 
Of  Pakistan  Zulfikar  Ah 
Bhutto  takes  place  at  4  p.m. 
today  in  a  sincere  and  frien- 
dly atmosphere  at  the  pre- 
sidential palace. 

The  leaders  of  the  two 
countries  met  earUer  at  10 
a.m.  today  and  held  talks 
for  about  two  hours  in  sin- 
cere and  friendly  atmosph- 
ere. 

JUNE  10,  1976: 

Pakistani  Prime  Minister 
Zulfikar  Ali  Bhutto  hosts  a 
banquet  in  honour  of  Head 
of  State  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad    Daoud  at  the 
Intercontinental    Hotel  at 
8.30  p.m.    speaking  at  the 
banquet,    Pakistani  Prime 
Minister  said:     "I  have  co- 
me to  Afghanistan  so  that 
the  problem  which  exists 
between  the  two  countries 
will  be  solved.  We  exchang- 
ed views  on  this  problem 
and  the  talks  which  took 
place  in  a  friendly  and  sin- 
cere atmosphere  proved  a 
very  favourable   ground  for 
understanding    the  facts 
regarding  the  issue". 

In  reply  the  Head  of  Sta- 
te and  Prime  Minister  Mo- 
hammad Daoud  said:  "In 
the  course  of  the  several 
days  of  the  visit  of  Mr.  Bh- 
utto to  Afghanistan  our  tal- 
ks took  place  in  a  friendly 
and  sincere  atmosphere  and 
both  sides  understood  well 
and  amiably  each  other's 
position.    Undoubtedly  a 
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long  standing  and  old  po- 
litkal  difference  has  exist- 
ed and  exists  between  our 
countries,  and  this  political 
difference  can  not  be  solv- 
ed in  one  or  two  sessions  of 
talks,  with  the  atmosphere 
created  with  the  visit  by 
His  Excellency  Zulfikar  Ali 
Bhutto  to  Afghanistan,  and 
likewise  as  a  result  of  the 
friendly  talks  that  took  pla- 
ce during  his  stay  in  Afgh- 
anistan, we  hope  that  this 
difference  will  be  solved  in 
future  talks". 


The  Libyan  Head  of  Sta- 
te Muammar  Al-Kaddafi  in 
message  to  Head  of  State 
and  Prime  Minister,  Moha- 
mmad Daoud,  has  express- 
ed pleasure  over  the  favo- 
urable opportunity  provid- 
ed for  meeting  and  negoti- 
ations between  President 
and  Prime  Minister  Moha- 
mmad Daoud  and  Prime 
Minister  of  Pakistan  Zulfi- 
kar Ali  Bhutto  and  has  wi- 
shed that  the  talks  betw- 
een the  leaders  of  the  two 
Muslim  countries  will  lead 
to  removal  of  differences 
and  development  of  coop- 
eration. 


At  the  joint  communique 
issued  at  the  end  of  Pakis- 
tani Prime  Minister's  visit 
to  Afghanistan  it  is  menti- 
oned that:  "The  two  sides 
held  frank  and  useful  dis- 
cussions and  exchange  of 
views  on  bilateral  relations 
between  Afghanistan  and 


Pakistan  in  a  friendly  at- 
mosphere with  the  aim  of 
solving,  on  the  basis  of  the 
five  principles  of  peaceful 
coexistence,  their  political 
difference  and  other  dif- 
ferences^ with  a  view  to 
preserving  and  promoting 
the  present  favourable  and 
friendly  atmosphere,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  arriving 
at  a  final  and  honourable 
solution  of  those  differenc- 
es, the  two    sides  agreed 
to  refrain,     for  the  time 
being,  from  hostile  propa- 
ganda   against  each  other 
in  their  press    media  and 
broadcasts". 


The  cultural  cooperation 
protocol  for  1355-56  betw- 
een Afghanistan  and  Hun- 
gary is  signed  in  Kabul  to- 
day by  Information  and  Cul- 
tural Minister  Prof.  Dr. 
Nevin  and  Hungarian  non- 
resident envoy  to  Kabul 
Balint  Gal. 

JUNE  14,  1976: 

Mothers'  Day  is  observ- 
ed throughout  Afghanistan. 


West  German  Minister 
of  State  for  Foreign  Aff- 
airs, Karl  Moersch,  arriv- 
es in  Kabul  this  morning 
for  an  official  and  friendly 
visit  at  the  invitation  of 
Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Waheed  Abdullah. 

JUNE  25,  1976: 

Mohammad  Naim,  spe- 
cial envoy  of  President  and 
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Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud,  leaves  Kabul  for 
official  and  friendly  visits 
to  United  States  and  Fran- 
ce on  the  invitation  of  their 
governments. 

JUNE  26,  1976: 

The  foundation  stone  of 
250  bed  hospital  in  Kanda- 
har  provi'nce  ig  laid  by  Pub- 
lic Health  Minister  Pof.  Dr. 
Abdullah  Omar,  at  Dand  at 
7  p.m. 

JUNE  27,  1976 : 

The  technical  and  econo- 
mic feasibility  survey  ag- 
reement for  establishment 
of  a  new  sugar  mill  in  Nan- 
garhar  province  is  signed 
between  the  Ministry  of 
Mines  and  Industries  and 
Iranian  Agronomic  Comp- 
any. 


Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
of  Bulgaria,  Nikolai  Minch- 
ev,  arrives  here  on  the  in- 
vitation of    Deputy  Foreign 
Minister  Waheed  Abdullah. 

JUNE  30,  1976: 

The  agreement  pertaining 
to  15  million  dollars  loan  of 
the  World  Bank  for  the  se- 
cond livestock  project  along 
with  related  documents  is 
sigVied  in  Washington  by  Af- 
ghan Ambassador  Abdullah 
Malikyar  and  representati- 
ve of  the  World  Bank. 


The  protocol  for  cultural 
and  educational  cooperation 
between  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan    and  People's 


RepubUco  f  Bulgaria  for  13- 
55 — 56  is  signed  in  Kabul  by 
information  and  culture  mi- 
nister Prof.  Dr.  Nevin  and 
visiting  deputy  foreign  mi- 
nisterof  Bulgaria,  Nikolai 
Minchev. 


Head  of  the  State 
and  Prime  Minister  Da- 
oud receives  the  visiting 
Bulgarian  deputy  foreign 
minister  Nikolai  Mi'nchev  at 
the  presidential  palace. 

JULY  1.  1976: 

Mohammad  Nairn,  special 
envoy  of  Head  of  State  and 
prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  meets  U.S.  President 
Jerald  Ford  at  the  White 
House  this  afternoon  and 
discusses  with  him  issues  of 
interest  and  expansion  of 
relations  between  Afghanis- 
tan and  the  United  States, 
and  U.S.  economic  coopera- 
tion in  the  development  pr- 
ojects of  Afghanistan.  Dur- 
i'ng  the  meeting  present  we- 
re also  US  Secretary  of  St- 
ate Dr.  Kissinger  and  assis- 
tant to  U.S.  president  for 
national  security  affeirs.  Br- 
ent Scowcraft  and  Afghan 
envoy  to  Washington,  Abd- 
ullah Malikyar. 


Afghanistan  and  U.S.  sign 
two  agreements  in  Washin- 
gton during  the  visit  to  U.S. 
of  Mohammad  Naim,  speci- 
al envoy  of  president  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud,  under  which  the  Un- 
ited States  will  provide  aid 
to  Afghanistan  for  expans- 
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ion  of  clinics  and  health  fa- 
cilities and  construction  of 
buildings  for  primary  scho- 
ols. 

JULY,  4,  1976 : 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Pr- 
sident  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Daoud,  the  In- 
dia'n  Prime  Minister  Mrs. 
Gandhi  arrives  in  Kabul  th- 
is afternoon^  for  an  official 
and  friendly  visit  to  Afgha- 
nistan. 

President  of  the  Republic 
Mohammad  Daoud,  and  Mrs. 
Gandhi  meet  this  evening. 

JULY  5,  1976 : 

President  Daoud  and  Mrs. 
Gandhi  hold  talks  at  the 
Presidential  Palace  this  mo- 
rning. 

During  the  talks  conduct- 
ed in  a  friendly  atmosphere 
the  two  leaders  exchanged 
views  on  mutual  relations 
and  cooperation  and  ways  of 
further  strengthening  ties 
between  the  two  countries 
as  well  as  issues  of  the  reg- 
ion including  the  recent  po- 
sitive development  and  itit'l 
issues. 

JULY  7,  1976: 

The  Indian  Prime  Minist- 
er Mrs.  Indira  Ga'ndhi  lea- 
ves Kabul  for  India  at  noon. 


President  a'nd  Prime  Min- 
ister Mohammad  Daoud  vi- 
sits different  parts  of  centr- 
al military  hospital  this  mo- 
rning. 


Mohammad  Nairn,  special 


envoy  of  president  and  pr- 
ime Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  arrives  in  Paris  for 
an  official  and  friendly  visi- 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Fr- 
ench government. 

JULY.  8,  1976: 

Mohammad  Naim,  special 
envoy  of  president  and  pri- 
me Minister  Mohammad  Da- 
oud meets  Fre'nch  president 
Giscard  D'Estaing  at  Elysee 
palace  at  5  p.m.  and  prese- 
nts the  message  of  President 
Daoud  to  French  president. 

JULY  11,  1976: 

Indonesian  Foreign  Minis- 
ter Adam  Malik  arrives  in 
Kabul  on  a'n  official  and  fr- 
iendly visit  at  the  invitation 
of  deputy  foreign  minister 
Waheed  Abdullah. 


Soviet  Health  Minister 
Boris  Vasely  Petronsky  he- 
ading a  lelegation  arrives 
ill  Kabul  to  take  part  in  the 
inaugural  ceremo'ny  of  the 
central  hospital  of  the  arm- 
ed forces. 

JULY  12,  1976: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  Indo'nesian  Foreign 
Minister  Adam.  Malik  at  the 
presidential  palace. 


First  deputy  prime  minis- 
ter Dr.  Moham^mad  Hassan 
Sharq  ope'ns  the  central  ar- 
my hospital  in  Kabul  (Waz- 
ir  Akbar  Khan  Maina).  The 
main  building  of  the  hospi- 
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tal  is  built  in  nine  stories 
and  has  1,500  rooms.  It  has 
been  built  through  econom- 
ic and  tech'nical  assistance 
of  USSR  at  a  cost  of  worth 
Afs.  225  million  and  six  mil- 
lion rubles. 

JULY  14,  1976: 

President  Daoud  receives 
visiting  Soviet  Health  Min- 
ister at  the  Presidential  Pa- 
lace this  morning. 

JULY  15,  1977. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  th- 
ird anniversary  of  the  Rep- 
ublic^ the  press  and  cultural 
awards  are  distributed  to 
the  deserving  candidates  by 
information  and  culture  mi- 
nister Prof.  Dr.  Nevin  at 

the  Mahmoud  Tarzi  hall  of 
Press  Club. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
adresses  the  nation  on  the 
occasion  of  the  third  anni- 
versary of  the  founding  of 
the  Republican  regime  in 
Afghanistan  over  Radio  to- 
night. 

The  President  in  his  add- 
ress said :   "In  principle  we 
do  not  shun  the  acceptance 
of  any  nationalist  and  pro- 
gressive system    which  may 
conform     with  the  actual 
a'nd  mental  conditions  of 
our  society,  but  the  attain- 
ment of  the  specific  econo- 
mic, social,    political  and 
technological     conditions  is 
essential  for  every  social 
revolution,  without  which 


it  is  not  possible  to  reach 
the  goal.  Our  analysis  sh- 
ould not  be  distant  from 
our  specific  historic  positi- 
on. We  shall  'never  blindly 
immitate  any  method  or 
procedure". 

Regarding  the  new  Con- 
stitution of  the  country  the 
President  said:  "As  my  co- 
untrymen are  aware  it  was 
entrusted  to  a  more  compe- 
tent and  larger  commission 
for  further  co'nsideration 
and  scrutiny  about  five  mo- 
nths ago".  "And  now^  as 
we  had  promised  our  coun- 
try, I  am  very  happy  to  in- 
form you  that  the  said  draft 
after  full  consideration  and 
scrutiny  by  the  commission, 
has  been  delivered  to  the 
state.  After  scrutiny,  stu- 
dy and  approval  by  the  Lo- 
ya  Jirgah  of  Afghanistan, 
which  I  hope,  will  be  conv- 
ened by  the  end  of  this  ye- 
ar, it  will  pass  through  the 
final  legal  stage  and  will  be 
enforced",  continued 
President. 

JULY  17,  1976: 

Celebrations  marking  the 
third  anniversary  of  the  fo- 
unding of  the  RepubUc  start 
with  a  military  parade. 

JULY  28,  1976 : 

The  construction  project 
of  school  buildings  of  Ka- 
bul province  is  inaugurated 
bv  Education  Minister  Prof. 
Abdul  Kayoum  at  Tara  Kh- 
ail  district. 
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JULY  31,  1976: 

For  further  development 
of  goodwill  relations  bet- 
ween the  Republic  of  Afg- 
hanistan and  Islamic  Re- 
public of  Mauritania,  the 
governments  of  the  two  co- 
u'ntries  have  decided  to  es- 
tablish diplomatic  relations 
on  non-resident  ambassad- 
orial  level  as  of  today. 


Planning  Minister  Ali 
Ahmad  Khuram  meets  vi- 
siting President  of  the  Is- 
lamic Development  Bank, 
Dr.  Ahmad  Mohammad  Ali 
and  discusses  with  him 
matters  related  to  econo- 
mic cooperation  of  the  bank 
in,  development  projects  of 
Afghanistan. 

AUGUST  2,  1976: 

The  Investment  Comm- 
ittee in  its  meeting  chaired 
by  by  Planning  Minister 
Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  has 
approved  establishmetit  of 
four  industrial  projects  in 
private  sector  at  the  total 
capital  of  afs.  48  million. 

AUGUST  5,  1976: 

The  Presidential  office 
has  released  the  text  of  an 
interview  granted  by  Head 
of  State  and  Prime  Minist- 
er Mohammad  Daoud  to 
Egyptian  journalist  Jamil 
Aref. 

Answering  a  question  oti 
events  in  the  Middle  East, 
President  Daoud  said:  "It 
is  my  hope  that  all  present 
misunderstandings    and  dis- 


putes among  Arab  nations 
will  be  resolved  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  the  Arab  wo- 
rld is  once  again  united.  I 
profoundly  regret  the  pre- 
sent situation  in  some  of  the 
Arab  countries,  and  it  is 
my  hope  that  they  will  be 
resolved  in  the  interest  of 
the  Arab  nations". 


The  high  council  of  land 
reforms  meets  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Head  of 
State  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Daoud  at  the 
Presidential  Palace. 


The  Asian  Development 
Bank    gives  Afghanistan 
10,800,000    dollars  loan  for 
speedy  completion  of  Gaur- 
gan-Chardarah    water  and 
power  project.  Ati  agree- 
ment to  this  effect  is  signed 
in  Kabul  by  President  of 
Planning  Department  of  the 
Water  and  Power  Autho- 
rity and  authorised  repres- 
entative of  ADB  D.  X.  Vinh. 

AUG.  3,  1976: 

Land  Reform  Law  comes 
in  force. 


US  Secretary  of  State 
Dr.  KissiYiger  and  some  of- 
ficials of  US  State  Depart- 
ment arrive  in  Kabul  at 
noon  at  the  invitation  of 
government  of  Afghanist- 
an. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  Dr.  Kissinger  for 
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a  meeting  at  the  Presiden- 
tial Palace  at  12.30  p.m. 
During  the  meeting  they 
discuss  world  issues  of 
mutual  interest  including 
the  development  of  situa- 
tion in  the  region  and  re- 
latio'ns  and  cooperation  bet- 
ween the  two  countries. 


An  agreement  for  the  pu- 
rchase of  some  vegetable 
oil  from  US     under  fav- 
ourable terms,  is  signed  in 
the  presence  of  Dr.  Kissin- 
ger by    Planning  Minister 
Ali  Ahmad    Khuram  and 
US  ambassador  to  Kabul 
Theodore  Eliot  Jr. 


I'a  the  communique  iss- 
ued at  the  end  of  the  visit 
to  Afghanistan  by  US  Sec- 
retary of  State  Dr.  Kissing- 
er the  government  of  Afg- 
hanistan pointed  out  that 
its  traditional    policy  based 
on  positive    neutrality,  non- 
alignment  and  friendship 
and  cooperation  with  all  pe- 
ace—loving   countries  saf- 
eguards its  national  inde- 
pendence. The   United  Stat- 
es   express  understanding 
of  Afghanistan's  position. 
The  two  sides    noted  the 
similarity  of  the  views  and 
purposes  of    Afghan  and 
American  leaders  and  Peo- 
ples regarding  national  in- 
dependence and  i'ntegrity. 

AUGUST  9,  1976: 

A  seed  company  has  been 
established  with  an  initial 
capital  of  afs.  500  million 
in  Kabul. 


Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
Waheed  Abdullah  leaves 
for  Colombo  to  head  the 
Afghan  delegation  to  the 
foreign  mi'nisters  conferen- 
ce of  nonaligned  countries. 

AUGUST  15,  1976: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
this  morning  leaves  for  Sri 
Lanka  to  participate  in  the 
summit  conference  of  he- 
ads of  state  and  governm- 
ent of  nonahgned  countr- 
ies which  is  scheduled  open- 
ing in  Colombo    Aug.  16. 

AUGUST  16,  1977: 

Addressing  the  Colombo 
summit  President  Daoud 
said:  "The  nonaligned  mo- 
vement must  not  consider 
its  mission  accomplished. 
This  mission  is  still  in  its 
beginning,  and  only  adhe- 
rence to  a  genuine  policy 
of  nonahgnment  that  can 
play  its  role  in  preserva- 
tion of  world  peace  and  se- 
curity can  successfully  ful- 
fil iV\ 

Regarding  the  new  world 
economic  order  the  Presid- 
ent said:  "The  establishm- 
ent of  the  new  world  eco- 
nomic order  is  a  must,  and 
our  difficulties  in  this  con- 
text must  be  solved  thro- 
ugh understanding  so  that 
they  bear  practical  results. 
Before  this  new  order  is 
installed  worldwide,  and  the 
two  other  worlds  reach  in 
an  agreement  with  the  th- 
ird world,  in  a    way  that 


would  e'atail    universal  in- 
terest, it  is  essential  that 
the  group  of  nonaligned  co- 
untries lay  its  foundation 
among  themselves    as  the 
framework  of  cooperation 
between  the  countries  of 
third  world".  Discussing  the 
problem  of  landlocked  co- 
untries the  President  said: 

The  landlocked  countries 
by  force  of  nature^   or  as  a 
result  of    colonialism  are 
deprived  of  the  advantages 
of  access  to  sea.  Colonial- 
ism not  only  undermined 
their  development    while  it 
was  in  power,  but  after  eli- 
mination of  coloniahsm  th- 
ey are  left  in  a  position  th- 
at deter  their  development, 
and  unless  it  is  tended  to, 
it  remain  as  an  obstacle. 
The    landlocked  countries 
at  times  are  subjected  to 
economic  pressures  which 
culminate  in  economic  blo- 
ckades". 

AUGSUT  17,  1976: 

Information  and  Culture 
Minister  Prof.  Nevin  lea- 
ves for  Cairo  to  head  the 
Afghan  delegation  at  the 
hundredth  anniversary  of 
entry  to  Egypt  of  Sayed 
Jamaluddin  Afghani. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
arrives  in  Islamabad  on  an 
official  visit  at  the  invitati- 
on of  Pakistani  President 
Fazle  Ilahi  Chaudari  and 
Prime  Minister  Zulfikar 
Ali  Bhutto. 


AUGUST  21,  197 : 

Speaking  at  a  recep- 
tion m  Islamabad  President 
Daoud  said:  "We  are  ho- 
peful that  ultimately  with 
mutual  good  will  we  will 
be  able  to  solve  our  politi- 
cal problem,  and  one  day 
we  live  together    as  very 

close  and  intimate  broth- 
ers". 

'Pakistani  brothrs,  I  can 
assure  you  that  today  we  ha- 
ve come  to  your  country 
with  utmost  good  will  and 
sincerity.  So  far  as  it 
concerns  us,  we  shaU  do  our 
level  best  to  solve  this  pro- 
blem of  ours",  continued 
the  President. 


President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
and  Pakistani  Prime  Min- 
ister Bhutto  hold  first  ro- 
und of  talks.  Discussed  in 
the  meeting  which  lasted 
for  two  and  half  hours  in 
a  friendly  atmosphere  were 
subjects  of  mutual  inter- 
est. 


The  Afghan  and  Pakist- 
ani delegations  hold  talks 
at  the  governor's  house  in 
Lahore.  The  Afghan  dele- 
gation is  headed  by  Depu- 
ty Foreign  Minister  Wah- 
eed  Abdullah  and  the  Pa- 
kistani delegation  is  led  by 
Minister  of  State  for  Def- 
ence and  Foreign  Affairs 
Aziz  Ahmad. 

AUGUST  24,  1976: 

Afghan  and  Pakistani 
delegations    continue  talks 
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at  Murry  in  a  friendly  at- 
mosphere. 


The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  returns  to  Kabul  at 
5.30  p.m.  after  official  visit 
to  Pakistan  and  participa- 
tion at  the  fifth  summit  of 
the  Heads  of  State  and 
gover'nment  of  nonaligned 
nations  held  in  Colombo. 


The  17th    anniversary  of 
the  new  women  movement 
in  the  country  ig  marked  in 
special  functions  in  Kabul 
a'nd  provinces. 

AUGUST  31,  1977: 

The  National  Day  of  Pa- 
shtunistan  is  observed  in 
special  functions  in  Afgha- 
nistan. 

SEPTEMBER  2,  1976: 

The  documents  pertain- 
ing to  the  agreement  for 
establishment  of  a  textile 
mill  with  a  productio'n  ca- 
pacity of  some  20  million 
metres  a  year  including  the 
stamping  and  dyeing  plants 
and  a  paper  mill  with  a 
production  capacity  of  eigth 
tons  a  day  to  be  financed 
through  credit  of  People's 
Republic  of  China  is  signed 
Kabul  by  Planning  Mi- 
nister Ali  Ahmad  Khuram 
and  Chinese  ambassador  to 
Kabul  Kan  Yeh-ta. 


Afghanistan  and  Czecho- 
slovakia sign  protocol  for 
cultural,  educational  and 
scientific  cooperation  pro- 
gram for  1976-77  in  Kabul. 


The  national  press 
world  literacy  day  is 
served  throughout  the 
untry. 


and 
ob- 
co- 


SEPTEMBER  14,  1976: 

The  Water     and  Power 
Authority  is  transformed 
into  a  ministry  on  the  pro- 
posal of  cabinet  and 
orsement  of  the  President 
and  Prime  Minister  Moha- 
mmad Daoud.    The  decree 
for  the  appoi'ntment  of  Eng. 
Juma  Mohammad  Moham- 
madi  as  Minister  of  Water 
and  Power  has  been  issued 
by  the  President. 

SEPTEMBER  20,  1976: 

The  Anniversary  of  re- 
velation Of  Holy  Koran  is 
observed  in  a  function  h^eld 
at  the  auditorium  of  Kabul 
University  tonight. 


An  agreement  for  cons- 
truction of  a  cement  factory 
for  dollars  55  million  is 
signed  in  Kabul  today  bet- 
ween the  Mines  and  Indus- 
tries Ministry  and  Ameri- 
can firms^  the  Fuller  Cor- 
poration aBd  Fischbach  Om- 
an International. 

OCTOBER  2,  1976: 

The  international  semi- 
nar on  functional  Uteracy 
and  adult  education  is  held 
by  Educatio'n  Ministry  in 
Puli  Khumri. 


Public    Health  Minister 
Prof.  Dr.  Abdullah  Omar 
opens     the  international 
workshop  on  family  health 
in  Kunduz  city. 
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OCTOBER  4,  1976: 

On  the  basis  of  the  educa- 
tional reforms  of  the  coun- 
try a  new  evening  school 
is  opened  in  Ibne  Sina 
high  school. 

OCTOBER  10,  1976: 

The  extension  project  of 
the  Bagrami  textile  mill  is 
inaugurated  in  a  ceremony 
by  Second  Deputy  Prime 
Minister  and  Finance  Minis- 
ter Sayed  Abdulilah  this  af- 
ternoon. 

OCTOBER  IL  1976: 

The  school  building  com- 
plex of  Parwan  province  is 
opened  by  education  min- 
ister Prof.  Abdul  Kayoum. 
The  project  consisting  of 
buildings  for  schools  and 
hving  quarters  for  non-re- 
sident teachers  with  rela- 
ted annexes  has  been  com- 
pleted at  the  cost  of  more 
than  afs.  33,800.000  met  by 
state  budget  and  US  aid. 

OCTOBER  16,  1976: 

The  Afghan  Red  Cresc- 
ent week  opens  with  a  bro- 
adcast by  Secretary  Gene- 
ral of  the  Society  Moham- 
mad Sidiq  tonight. 

OCTOBER  27,  1976: 

A  contract  on  activating 
of  Jarakduq  gas  field  is 
signed  in  Kabul  by  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Mines  and  Pndu- 
stries  and  Soviet  firms  Mit- 
prom  Export  and  Techno- 
Export. 

OCTOBER  29,  1976: 

The  affiliation  agreem- 


ent of  Kabul  University  wi- 
th Bonn,  Bochum  and  Co- 
logne universities  of  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germ- 
any is  signed  in  Bonn  by 
the  Afghan  Ambassador  to 
West  Germany  Dr.  Ghulam 
Farouq  and  the  concerned 
authority  of  the  Federal 
Republic. 

OCTOBER  30,  1976: 

Twenty  seven  people  died 
and  another  thirteen  are 
injured  when  a  lorry  carry- 
ing them  plunged  into  a 
ditch  in  Gulran  district  of 
herat  province. 

NOVEMBER  3,  1976: 

The  Government  of  Ja- 
pan has  made  a  grant  of 
950,000,000  yens  to  Afgh- 
anistan to  take  part  in  the 
implementation  of  telvi- 
sion  project.  An  agreem- 
ent to  this  effect  is  signed 
in  Kabul  today  by  Plann- 
ing Minister  Ali  Ahmad  Kh- 
uram  and  Japanese  envoy 
to  Kabul  vTunji  Yamada. 

NOVEMBER  4,  1976: 

The  30th  founding  anni- 
versary of  UNESC  is  mar- 
ked throughout  Afghanis- 
tan today. 


Afghanistan  and  Iraq  sign 
a  trade  agreement  in  Kabul 
today.  The  agreement  calls 
for  expansion  and  develop- 
ment of  trade  between  the 
two  countries. 

NOVEMBER  6,  1976: 
The  investment  commit- 
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tee  has  approved  the  esta- 
blishment of  five  new  in- 
dustrial projects  with  a  to- 
tal   capital  of  more  than 
afs.  132,300,000. 

NOVEMBER  11,  1976: 

The  foundation  stone  of 
Herat  textile  mill  is  laid  in 
a  function    by  Mines  and 
iTidustries    Minister  Eng. 
Assifi. 

NOVEMBER  14,  1976: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  visiting  US  Cong- 
ressman for  a  meeting  at 
the  Presidential  Palace  at 
11  a.m.  The  delegation  of 
US  congressmen  is  headed 
by  Lester  L.  Wolff,  Chair- 
man of  the  Foreign  Relati- 
ons Committee  of  US  Hou- 
ev:;  of  Representative. 

NOVEMBER  17,  1976: 

An  agreement  for  consul- 
tation, expansion  of  the  ca- 
pacity' of  Kajaki  hydro-elec- 
tric power  station,  extens- 
ion of  power  transmission 
line  from  Kajakai  to  Kabul 
and  Herat  is  signed  today 
by  Water  and  Power  Minis- 
try and  Indian  Company, 
Wapcos. 

NOVEMBER  18,  1976: 

The  foundation  stones  of 
woolen  and  cotton  textile 
factories  of  Kandahar  are 
laid  by  Mines  and  Indust- 
ries Minister  Eng.  Assifi. 

NOVEMBER  22,  1976: 

The  working  meeting  of 
International  Commission 


for    Smallpox  Eradication 
in  Afghanistan    is  opened 
by  Pubhc  Health  Minister 
Prof.  Dr.  Omar  at  the  pub- 
lic health  institute. 


The  agreement  on  pay- 
ment of  14  million  dollars 
loan  of  the  Asian  Develop- 
ment Bank  (ADB)  for  im- 
proved seeds  project  in 
Afghanistan  is  signed  in 
Manila. 


The  Cultural  Agreement 
between  the  Republic  of 
of  Afghanistan  and  Repub- 
lic of  Korea  is  signed  in  Ka- 
bul by  Information  and  Cul- 
ture Minister  Prof.  Dr.  Ne- 
vin  and  the  ambassador  of 
the  Korean  Republic  in  Ka- 
bul  Mung  Jun  Choi. 

NOVEMBER  24,  1976: 

Afghanistan  and  Ruman- 
ia sign  a  cultural    and  sci- 
entific agreement  in  Ka- 
bul. 

NOVIMBER  28,  1976: 

An  agreement  for  tech- 
nical and  economical  f fea- 
sibility studies  and  project 
preparation  for  constructi- 
on of  a  reservoir  dam  and 
hydro-electric  station  at 
Chashmai  Shafa  over  Balkh 
river  at  the  cost  of  3,621,853 
rubles  is  signed  in  Kabul 
between  the  Afghan  and 
Soviet  concerned  sources. 

NOVEMBER  28,  1976: 

An  agreement  for  tech- 
nical and  economical  feasi- 
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bilitay  studies  and  project 
preparation  for  constructi- 
on of  a  reservoir  dam  and 
hydro-electric     station  at 
Chashmai  Shafa  over  Balkh 
river  at  the  cost  of  3,621,853 
rubles  is  signed  in  Kabul 
between  the  Afghan  and 
Soviet    concerned  sources. 

NOVEMBER  30,  1976: 

Afghanistan  and  Czecho- 
slovakia sign  five    year  tr- 
ade and  payments  agreem- 
ent and  protocol  for  exch- 
ange of  goods  for  1976-77 
in  Kabul  today. 


WHO  certifies  eradicati- 
oji  of  small-pox  in  Afghan- 
istan. Head  Of  Central  de- 
partment of  small-pox  era- 
dition  of  WHO  Dr.  Hend- 
erson on  behalf  of  director 
general  of  WHO  and  mem- 
bers of  the  commission  in 
meeting  with  the  first  De- 
puty Prime  Minister  Dr. 
Hassan  Sharq  congratula- 
tes him  on  the  occasion.  Dr. 
Henderson  has  noted  th- 
at in  view  of  various  diffi- 
culties the  successful  era- 
dication of  small-poj  in 
Afghanistan  was  nol  ex- 
pected in  a  short  time,  ho- 
wever with  the  dedicated 
and  ersistent  work  of  Af- 
ghan personnel  the  prog- 
ramme of  eradication  of 
small-pox  yielded  positive 
results  in  Afghanistan. 

DECEMBER  1,  1976: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 


offer  Eid-ai-Adha  prayers 
at  the  Presidential  mosque 
this  morning. 

DECEMBER  8,  1977: 
President  and    Prime  Mi- 
nister   Mohammad  Daoud 
receives  the  visiting  execu 
tive  secretary  of  the  Eco- 
nomic and  Social  Commis- 
sion for  Asian  and  Pacific 
(ESCAP),     J.B.P.  Maramis 
at  the  Presidential  Palace. 

DECEMBER  9,  1976: 

The  28th  anniversary  of 
Human  Rights  Declaration 
is  observed  throughout  Af- 
ghanistan. 

DECEMBER  15,  1976: 

The  agreement  for  supp- 
ly of  technical  equipment 
and  services  for  TV  proj- 
ect in  Afghanistan  is  sign- 
ed between  Radio  Afghan- 
istan and  vTapanese  Kane- 
matsu-Gosho. 

DECEMBER  21,  1976: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
endorses  the  new  electric- 
ity tariff  which  is  to  bene- 
fit the  majority  of  electri- 
city consumers. 

DECEMBER  28,  1976: 

Loya  Jirgah  is  to  be  con- 
vened 30,  1977.  This  is  men- 
tioned in  the  Presidential 
announcement  released  by 
the  press  today. 

DECEMBER  29,  1976: 
The  Head  of  State  and 
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Prime  Minister  Mohammad 
Daoud  signs  the  text  of  the 
Civil  Law  of  the  Republic 
of  Afgha'nistan. 


The  first  stage  of  Parwan 
water  and  power  project 
has  been  completed  and  in- 
augurated by  Second  De- 
puty Prime  Minister  and 
Finajnce  Minister  Sayed 
Abdulilah.  The  first  stage 
of  the  project  has  cost  afs. 
576,453,000  with  some  1.5 
million  pound  sterling  for 
import  of  machitiery. 

DECEMBER  31,  1976: 

Nation  marks  the  10th  of 
Muharam  which  corresp- 
onds to  the  day  of  martyr- 
dom of  Hazrate  Imam  Hus- 
sein (peace  be  upon  him). 

JANUARY  9,  1977: 

Selection  of  deputies  for 
Loya  Jirgah  begins  in  most 
of  the  woleswalis  of  the  co- 
untry today. 


Generic  medicines  worth 
ir.ore  than  two  million  dol- 
lars have  been  purchased 
from  different  foreign  co- 
untries. 

JANUARY  12.  1977. 

The  British  government 
will  give  Afghanistan  six 
million  pound  sterling  as 
j^rant-in-aid  This  was  re- 
vealed in  d  meeting  today 
between  Phmning  Minist(»r 
Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and  Bri- 
tish ambassador  to  Kabul 
Roy  Crook. 


JANUARY  13,  1977: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
appears  in  the  mammoth  ra- 
lly of  Kabul  citizens  at  26th 
Saratan  Avenue  and  ack- 
nowledges their  sentiments. 
Thousands  of  Kabul  citiz- 
ens march  in  support  of  the 
forthcoming  Loya  Jirgah 
of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan in  reaffirmation  of 
the  values  of  our  national 
charter. 

JANUARY  15,  1977: 

Deputy  Minister  of  Fin- 
ance Fazl  Haq  Khalikyar 
returns  to  Kabul  today  aft- 
er signing  the  agreement 
for  3.750,000  loa'n  of  OPEC 
Special  Fund  in  Vienna. 

JANUARY  16,  1977: 

The  election  of  represen- 
tatives to  Loya  Jirgah  in 
Kandahar  city  and  its  dis- 
tricts take  place  amid  ex- 
pression of  patriotic  feel- 
ings and  citizens'  march. 

JANUARY  18,  1977: 

The  press  today  releases 
the  'names  of  a  number  of 
Loya  Jirgah  deputies  elec- 
ted so  far  in  Kabul  and 
provinces. 

JANUARY  19,  1977: 

Since  frequent  informa- 
tion reaches  the  Head  of 
State  and  Prime  Minister 
as  to  Loya  Jirgah  repres- 
entatives' elections  having 
been  u'ndemocratic  in  Ka- 
bul city  and  Mir  Bacha  Kot 
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and  Karabagh  woleswalis, 
and  likewise  in   Parwan  pr- 
ovince,   excepting  Kapisa 
loy  woleswali  and  its  dist- 
ricts, and  these  have  been 
confirmed  by  the  Minister 
of  rnterior  that  really  indi- 
cates the  elections  in  these 
areas  as  undesirable,  the 
Head  of  State  considers  this 
approach  to  the  mentioned 
areas  as    contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Republic,  and 
rejects  them  and  dismisses 
both  the  governors  of  Ka- 
bul and    Parwan  provinces. 
Here  with  it  is  dedared  th- 
at fresh  electiotis  in  Kabul 
and  the  said    areas  of  Par- 
wan shall  take  place  under 
the  supervision  of  missions 
which  will    be  appointed 
and  will  include  one  mem- 
ber each  from  the  Prime 
Ministry,  the    Ministry  of 
Justice,  the  Ministry  of  In- 
terior under  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  i^epreseiituJives 
of  the  Ministry  of  Judtio*, 
and  the     above  mentioned 
missions  are  obliged  to  car- 
ry out  the  new  elections  in 
the  said  areas  in  free  and 
traditional  manners  until 
the  sixth  of  Dalw  (January 
26,  1977)  and  submit  the 
result  to  the  Prime  Minis- 
try. 

JANUARY  20,  1977: 

The  draft  Constitution  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanis- 
tan is  reviewed  by  the  Ca- 
binet meeting  chaired  by 
the  Head  of  State  and  Prime 
Minister  Mohammad  Da- 
oud. 


The  Ministry  of  Water 
and  Power  has  signed  a  con- 
tract with  Swiss  firm  B.B.C. 
for  provision  of  a  thermal 
power  plant  at  the  cost  of 
over  27  million  Swiss  francs. 


The  National  Oil  Comp- 
any of  Afghanistan  and  the 
Soviet  firm  Techno-Export 
sign  a  contract  for  provis- 
ion to  Afghanistan  of  ma- 
chine tools,  equipment  and 
supplies  worth  9.3  million 
rubles. 

JANUARY  24,  1977: 

Mohammad  Naim  who  is 
currently  in  USSR  for  me- 
dical treatment  holds  fri- 
endly talks  with  Leonid 
Rrezhnev,  Secretary  Gene- 
ral of  the  Communist  Par- 
ty of  Soviet  Union. 

JANUARY  25,  1977: 

President  and  Prime  Mi- 
nister Mohammad  Daoud 
issues  a  message  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  publication  of 
the  first  seven-year  econo- 
mic and  social  developm- 
ent plan  of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan. 

JANUARY  26,  1977: 

The  government  of  Jap- 
an will  give  Afghanistan 
one  million  dollars  worth 
of  diammonium  phosphate 
chemical  fertiliser  as  gr- 
ant-in-aid. The  document 
related  to  the  grant  is  sign- 
ed and  exchanged  by  the 
Planning  Minister  Ali  Ah- 
mad Khuram  and  Japanese 
envoy  to  Kabul,  Junji  Ya- 
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iiiada. 

JANUARY  30,  1977: 

The  leader  of  the  revo- 
lution Mohammad  Daoud 
inaugurates  the  first  Loya 
.jirgah  (Grand  Assembly) 
of  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan with  the  speech  i*n 
the  name  of  Almighty  God, 
ai  10.40  a.m. 

pi::bruary  10,  1977 : 

The  Head  of  State  and 
Prime  Minister  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud  attends  today's 
meetin/4  of  the  Loya  Jirgah. 
Inside  the  Jirgah  hall.  The 
President  is  welcomed  with 
prolonged  applause  and  ch- 
eers by  the  members. 

FEBRUARY  13,  1977: 

The  Loya  Jirgah  approv- 
es the  Constitution  of  the 
country  as  a  whole  with 
u'nanimous  vote  today.  At 
the  end  of  the  concluding 
session  it  is  unanimously 


decided  that  the  first  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  be  elected  in 
Loya  Jirgah    session    at  10 
a.m.  on  February  14,  1977. 

FEBRUARY  14,  1977: 

The  Founder  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan,  Mo- 
hammad Daoud  is  elected 
as  the  first  President  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanis- 
tan, for  a  period  of  six  ye- 
ars unanimously  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  nation 
at  Loya  Jirgah. 

FEBRUARY  15,  1977: 

The  leader  of  the  revolu- 
tion Mohammad  Daoud,  is 
sworn-in  as  first  President 
of  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan. 

FEBRUARY  26,  1977. 

Martial  law,  proclaimed 
after  the  establishment  of 
the  Republican  regime  en- 
ds. 
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Foreign  dignitari 

visit  Afghanistan 


Duke  of  Edinburgh 
visits  Afghanistan 


His  Royal  Highness  Prin- 
ce Philip,  Duke  of  Edinbur- 
gh, husband  of  Her  Majesty 
Queen  Elizabeth  II,  arrived 
in  Kabul  at  3  p.m.  on  March 
31,  1977  for  a  visit  to  Af- 
ghanistan. He  was  received 
at  Kabul  International  Air- 
port by  Minister  of  State 
Dr.  Abdul  Majid,  Minister 
in-Charge  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs Waheed  Abdullah,  Ch- 
ief Of  the  Protocol  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  Mir  Sham- 
suddin,  some  members  of 
the  Protocol  Department  atid 
the  British  Ambassador  to 
Kabul  Roy  Crook. 

President  of  the  Repub- 
lic Mohammad  Daoud  rec- 
eived His  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  for 
a  meeting  at  the  Presiden- 
tial Palace  at  8  p.m.  on  the 
same  day.  The  Duke  also 


had  lunch  with  the  Presid- 
ent. 

On  April  1,  1977,  the  Du- 
ke of  Edinburgh  attended 
a  luncheon  given  in  his 
honour  by  Mohammad  Na- 
irn at  Naghlu. 

A  conservation  coinage 
agreement  on  Afghanistan's 
wild  life  was  signed  in  Ka- 
bul with  World  Wild  Life 
Fund  at  4.30  p.m.  on  April 
1,  1977.  The  agreement  was 
signed  for  Afghanistan  by 
Minister  of  State  Dr.  Ab- 
dul Majid  and  for  the  WWF 
by  His  Royal  Highness  Pr- 
ince Philip,  the  Honourary 
President  of  British  Appeal 
and  International  Trustee 
of  World    Wild  Life  Fund. 

His  Royal  Hightiess  Prin- 
ce Philip  Duke  of  Edinbur- 
gh left  Kabul  for  Dhubai  at 
9  a.m.  on  April  2,1977. 


306 


President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  receives  HRH  Prince  Philip  Duke 
of  Edmburgh  at  the  Presidential  Palace  on  April  1,  I977. 

HRH  Phihp,  Duke  of  Edinburgh  talking  with  Moh  ammad  Naim  at  the  recep- 
tion held  in  his  honour  at  Naghlu. 


President  Daoud^ 
Premier  Bhutto 
hold  2  hour  talks 


The  Prime  Minister  of 
Pakistan  Zulf ikar  Ali  Bhut- 
to enroute  to  Pakistan  ar- 
rived to  Kabul  on  June  22, 
1977.  At  Kabul  internation- 
al airport  he  was  welcomed 
by  Minister  of  State  Dr. 
Abdul  Majid,  Minister  in- 
Charge  for  Foreign  Affairs 
Waheed  Abdullah,  Chief  of 
Presidential  Office  Moha- 
mmad Akbar,  Deputy  Mi- 
nister for  Political  Affairs 
Abdul  Samad  Ghaus,  Chief 
of  Protocol  of  the  Foreign 
Ministry  Mir  Shamsuddin, 
Pakistani  Ambassador  and 
some  members  of  the  Pa- 
kistan Embassy  in  Kabul. 

President  of  the  Republic 
Mohammad  Daoud  received 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Pa- 
kistan at  the  Gul  Khana 
Palace  at  5  p.m.  atid  had 
talks  with  him  on   issues  of 


interest  in  a  friendly  atmo- 
sphere. The  talks  continu- 
ed until  around  7  p.m.  The 
Pakistani  Prime  Minister 
dined  with  the  President  of 
the  Republic  Mohammad 
Daoud.  Present  were  also 
Minister  of  State  Dr.  Ab- 
dul Majid^  Minister  in-Char- 
ge  for  Foreign  Affairs 
Waheed  Abdullah,  Deputy 
Minister  for  Political  Af- 
fairs Abdul  Samad  Ghaus, 
Pakistani  Minister  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs  Aziz  Ahmad, 
Secretary  to  the  Foreign 
Ministry  of  Pakistan  Agha 
Shabee  and  Pakistan 
Ambassador  to  Kabul  Ali 
Arshad. 

The  Pakistani  Prime  Mi- 
nister Zulfikar  Ali  Bhutto 
and  his     companions  left 
Kabul  for  their  country  at 
11  a.m.  on  June  23,  1977. 
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President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  talking  with  Pakistani  Prime 
Minister  Zulfikar  AH  Bhutto  at  the  Presidential  Palace  on  June  22,  1977. 


Prime  Minister  Zulfikar  Ali  Bhutto  of  Pakistan  see  n  at  Kabul 
Airport  before     departure  for  his  cou'ntry. 


International 
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Indian  Foreign  Minister 
vidts  Afghanistan 


Indian  External  Affairs 
Minister  Atal  Bihari  Vajp- 
ayee arrived  in  Kabul  at  8 
a.m.  on  September  3,  1977 
for  an  official  and  friendly 
visit  at  the  invitation  of  Mi- 
nister in-Charge  for  Foreign 
Affairs  Waheed  Abdullah. 
He  was  welcomed  at  Kabul 
International  airport  by 
Aiinister  in-Charge  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs  Waheed  Ab- 
dullah, Deputy  Minister  for 
Political  Affairs  AMul  Sa- 
mad  Ghaiis,  Pfesideftt  of  the 
Protocol  Mir  Shamstidditi, 
sOfi^e  oth^r  dfficiials  Of 
the  ForJsigtt  Mlftistry  and 
'ivdian  Ambassador  to  Ka- 
bul Shalend^f  Kumar  Sin- 
gh. In  this  visit  Vajpayee 
was  atxdji^^ittl  fey  Miatt 
r?v  i^i^n  Setri^t^ry  J,  S. 
Mnhta,  Mm  St?tr%tiary  Dr. 
t.  P.  Steih  and  Mm  Sec- 
rrtarv  R.  K.  Jfef^h. 

Trrdiaia  Mtnlsi^et  of  Exter- 
nal Aff^i^s  heM  t^lks  with 
Waheed  Afednliah  at  the  Fo- 
reign Mlnistfjr  it  4  p.m.  At 
rho  tMks  views  w^efe  exch- 
nnsiod  on  issut^s  Of  mutual 
intrre.^t,  situfition  in  the  re- 


gion and  the  recent  deve- 
lopments, inteiliiational  pr- 
oblems, the  non-aligned  mo- 
vement and  its  role  in  wo- 
rld affairs,  situation  in  the 
Middle  East,  the  North-So- 
uth dieilogue  held  in  Paris 
and  the  need  for  establish- 
ment of  a  new  World  Eco- 
nomic Order,  the  agenda  on 
the  32nd  session  of  the  UN 
General  Assembly  and  oth- 
er issues  of  interest.  The 
talks  were  also  attended  by 
Abdul  SamM  Ghaus  and 
some  other  officials  of  the 
Foreigfi  SJifti^iy,  J.S.  Mehta, 
Indian  Ambassador  to  Ka- 
bul and  other  companions 
of  Vajpayee. 

Thp  Indian    Minister  of 
External  Affairs  Vajpayee 
and  his  companions  attend- 
ed a  reception  held  in  their 
honour  by  Minister  in-Char- 
s^e     for     FtireiiEfn  Affairs 
Waheed  Abdiillah  at  Store 
Palace  of  the  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs  at  8  p.m. 
At  the  reception  speeches 
were    exchanged  between 
Waheed  Abdullah  and  Vaj- 
payee. 


Republic 
received 
External 


President  of  the 
Mohammad  Daoud 
Indian  Minister  of 
Affairs  Vajpayee  at  the  Pr- 
esidential Palace  at  11  a.m. 
on  September  4,  1977. 

The  visiting  Indian  Mi- 
nister of  External  Affairs 
and  Waheed  Abdullah  held 
talks  on  economic,  trade  and 
technical  cooperation  bet- 
ween the  two  countries  ^nd 
on  further  expa'asion  of  th- 
is cooperation  on  Septemb- 
4,  1977.  The  talks  held 
a  friendly    and  cordial 


atmosphere. 


at 

on 
the 


er 
in 


The  Indian  External  Af- 
fairs Minister  gave  a  rece- 
ption in  honour  of  Minister 
rn-Charge  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs Waheed  A|f4ullah 
Hotel  Intercontinental 
September  5,  1977.  At 
banquet  Waheed  Abdullah 
and  Vajpayee  exchanged 
speeches. 

The  Indian  External  Af- 
fairs Minister  Vajpayee  left 
for  New  Delhi  on  Septemb- 
er 6,  1977  after  an  official 
and  friendly  visit  to  Afg- 
hanistan. 


President  of  the    Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  talking      with      the  Indian 
External  Affairs    Minister  Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee  at  the  presidential  Palace  on  Sep- 
tember 4,  1977. 


Waheed  Abdullah^s 


sp 


eech 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  speech  of  Minister  in- 
Charge  for  Foreign  Affairs 
Waheed  Abdullah  delivered 
at  the  reception  which  he 
hosted  in  honour  of  the  vi- 
siting Indian  Minister  of 
External  Affairs  Vajpayee 
at  the  Store  Palace  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  on  Sept. 

3,  1977: 

Excellency  Minister  of 
External  Affairs,  Excellen- 
cies and  esteemed  guests, 

1  am  greatly  pleased  to 
welcome  Yd^r  Excellency 
and  other  Indian  friends 
at  this  reception.  For  me 
it  is  a  matter  of  great  plea- 
sure that  during  my  short 
visit  to  New  Delhi  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  foreign 
ministers  of  the  Coordinat- 
ing Bureau  of  the  Non-Alig- 
ned  countries  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  Your  Ex- 
cellency. Although  this  vi- 
sit was  short  I  have  happy 
and  unforgettable  impress- 
ion from  my  New  Delhi 
visit  specially  the  talks 
which  I  had  with  His  Ex- 
cellency Morarji  Desai  the 
Prime  Minister  of  India^  a 
short  while  after  his  assu- 
mption of  office,  were  es- 
sential and  valuable. 


As  Your  Excellency  kno- 
ws the  friendly  and  sincere 
relations  which  fortuna- 
tely exist  between  Afghan- 
istan and  the  friendly  state 
of  India  does  not  consti- 
tute a  new  phenomenon  but 
it  is  a  characteristic  of  the 
history  of  this  region,  a 
history  which  has  linked 
us  by  virtue  of  culture,  tr- 
ade and  human  relations 
for  several  hundred  years. 
Hence  whenever  1  visited 
your  great  and  beautiful 
country  I  have  never  felt 
as  a  stranger  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  our  Indian  fr- 
iends too,  whenever  they 
come  to  Afghanistan  do 
not  feel  as  strangers.  Our 
relations  cannot  only  be  ex- 
amined in  the  pages  of  his- 
tory but  are  also  reckoned 
as  an  important  and  valu- 
able phenomenon  in  conte- 
mporary international  re- 
lations. After  the  Indian 
independence  these  relati- 
ons assumed  a  new  form 
and  these  relations  during 
the  thirty  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  the  indepen- 
dence of  India  have  been 
strengthened  and  consolida- 
ted and  are  being  strength- 
ened and  consolidated  day 
by  day. 
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Another  major  factor  in 
our  relations     which  has 
left  a  tremendous    and  de- 
sirable impact  is  the  firm 
belief  of  the  two  countries 
in  the  policy  and  philoso- 
phy of  non-ahgnment.  Gr- 
eat leaders  such  as  late  Ja- 
vvahar  Lai  Nehru,    late  Ja- 
mal  Abdul  Nasir,  Marshal 
Tito,  late  Dr.  Sukarno  and 
Mohammad  Naim  who  at 
the  time  served  as  Forei- 
gn Minister     and  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  of  Afgha- 
nistan in    the  Cabinet  of 
Mr.  Mohammad  Daoud  par- 
ticipated in    the  historic 
Bandung    conference  and 
evolved  the  fundamentals 
of  this     great  philosophy 
and  policy.    From  that  time 
until  today  we  witness  with 
pleasure  that  this  philoso- 
phy despite  the  negative 
view  of  a  number  of  count- 
ries regarding  its  validity 
and  enduratice,  a  large  nu- 
mber of  the    countries  of 
the  world  have    adhered  to 
it  and    the  non-alignment 
movement  has  gained  uni- 
versal importance. 

I  am  pleased  that  amb- 
assadors of  a  number  of  co- 
untries who  firmly  believe 
in  this  philosophy  are  pre- 
sent tonight  in  this  recep- 
tion. For  the  nation  and 
the  government  of  Afgha- 
nistan it's  a  matter  of  ple^ 
asure  that  the  conference 
of  the  foreign  ministers  of^ 
coordinating  Bureau  of 
the  Non-Aligned  countries 
will  be  held  in  Kabul  next 
year  and  I  hope  that  my 
country  as  the  host  will  be 


able  to  perform  as  we  wish 
its  duty  for  the  success  of 
this  conference. 
Distinguished  guests, 
Our  world  today  15  faced 
with  major  challenges  one 
of  which  is  the  necessity 
for  improving  the  present 
world's    economic  situati- 
on. Unfortunately  it  must 
be  noted  that  the  gap  which 
today  exists    between  the 
have  and  have  nots  poses 
major  threat  to  worjd  pea- 
ce. As  we  noticed  unfortu- 
nately the   results  obtained 
from  the  Fourth  UNCTAD 
Conference  and    later  on 
from  the  North-South  dia- 
logue in  Paris  were  not  sa- 
tisfactory but  the  limited 
agreement  worked  out  in 
these  conferences   make  us 
hopeful  that  so  far  as  it  co- 
ncerns    members  of  the 
Group  of  77  which  now  nu- 
mbers more  than  112  will 
spare  no  efforts  to  find  a 
way  for  the  improvement  of 
thie  economic  situation  in 
the  world  based  on  justice 
and  reahty  of  our  time  and 
acceptable  to  all  countries 
of  the  world.  By  this  means 
only  we  can  eliminate  the 
danger  posed  to  world  pea- 
ce today. 

The  government  of  Afg- 
hanistan as  member  of  the 
group  of  developing  coun- 
tries offers  assurance  that 
it  will  spare  no  effort  in 
the  way  of  establishment 
of  new  Economic  Order  ba- 
sed on  justice  and  realities 
of  our  time. 

Esteemed  Excellencies 
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able 
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and  distinguished  guests: 

Our  talks  in  the  foreign 
ministry  today  were  carried 
out  in  an  atmosphere  of 
utter  friendship  and  since- 
rity and  in  the  course 
these  talks  we  were 
in  addition  to  discuss 
issues  of  the  region,  assess 
world  issues  particularly  to- 
day's world  economic  situa- 
tion. Fortunately  the  views 
of  the  two  countries  in 
gard  to  most  of  these 
sues  were  similar  or  close 
to  each  other.  This  in  itself 
is  the  basis  for  close  rela- 
tions between  our  two  co- 


re- 
is- 


untries. 

Once  again  on  my  own 
behalf  and  on  behalf  oi 
your  Afghan  friends  spec- 
ially those  cabinet  memb- 
ers who  are  present  at  this 
reception  I  thank  you  for 
your  attendance  and  requ- 
est the  distinguished  guests 
to  join  me  in  a  toast  for  the 
health  of  His  Excellency 
the  President  of  India,  ever 
consolidation  of  the  friend- 
ship between  Afghanistan 
and  India,  lasting  peace 
and  the  health  and  well  be- 
ing of  His  Excellency  the 
External  Affairs  Minister 
of  India. 


Minister  pn-Chafge   for  Foreign  Affairs    Waheed      Abdullah      and  Ind- 
ian Minister  of  External  Affairs  Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee  holding  talks  at  the  Foreign 
iVlinistrv  on  September    3,  1977. 


Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee's 

speech 


Following  is  the  text    of    Abdullah  and  to  your  emi- 


the  speech  of  Indian  Min- 
ister of  External  Affairs  Va- 
jpayee delivered  at  the  re- 
ception held  in  his  honour 
by  Minister  in-Charge  for 
Foreign  Affairs  Waheed 
Abdullah  at  the  Store  Pa- 
lace of  the  Foreign  Ministry 
on  Sept.  3,  1977: 

Your  Excellency,  Distin- 
guished guests; 

Your  warm  and  gracious 
expressions  of   welcome  to 
me  and  the  friendly  refe- 
rences   to  my  country  have 
moved  me  profoundly.  Wit- 
hin the  few^  hours  that  1 
have  been  in  your  beautiful 
country,  I  have  been  over- 
whelmed by  numerous  ges- 
tures of  cordiality,  tokens 
of  the  deep    and  abiding 
friendship  which    exists  b«^- 
tween  the  Afghan  and  Ind- 
ian people.  I  am  also  grate- 
ful for  the  characteristical- 
ly, generous  hospitality  wh- 
ich you  and  the  people  of 
Kabul  have  extended  to  me 
and  my  delegation.  I  would 
like  to  convey  the  greetings 
of  the  Government  and  the 
people  of  India  to  the  frien- 
ly  people    of  Afghanistan, 

to  my  distinguished  host 
His  Excellency  Mr.  Waheed 


nent  leader  His  Excellency 
President  Mohammad  Da- 
oud,  a  worthy  symbol  of 
the  indomitable  Afghan 
spirit  of  independence. 

Afghanistan     and  India 
have  close    ethnic  and  cul- 
tural links,  that  go   back  to 
the  very  dawn  of  civilisati- 
on. The  magnificent  statues 
of  Lord  Buddha  at  Bamiyan 
bear  eloquent  testimony  to 
this  fact.    Our  two  peoples 
have  reasons  to    be  proud 
of  this  heritage  of  a  shared 
civilisation,    whose  values 
and  ideals   are   reflected  in 
their    endeavours    in  the 
fields   of   art,  architecture 
and  literature.    Earlier  in 
this  century,  the  two  peo- 
ples were  once  again  drawn 
to  each  other,  in  their  com- 
mon struggle  to    resist  co- 
lonial   domination.  India's 
independence  led      to  the 
renewal    and  further  stren- 
gthening of  these  tradition- 
al relations  between  the  two 
people,  through  inter-gov- 
ernmental   cooperation  in 
ever-widening    fields  of  ac- 
tivity. 

Thus,  friendship  between 
India  and  Afghanistan  is 
not  something  new.  Relati- 
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ons  have  been  always  cor- 
dial and  there  has  existed 
a  close  identity  of  approa- 
ch between  us  on  various 
international  developments. 
These  relations  have  grown 
eveti  w^armer  with  the  ad- 
vent of  the  Republican  re- 
gime under  the  stewardship 
of  His  Excellency  President 
Daoud. 

Excellency,  both  our  co- 
untries  are,  today,  engaged 
in  the  struggle  to  free  their 
people  from  the  shackles  of 
poverty  and  backwardness. 
We  have   bent  our  energies 
to  the  urgent  task  of  am- 
eliorating   the    social  and 
economic  conditions  in  our 
countries,  an  unfortunate  le- 
gacy of  centuries  of  neg- 
lect. We  are  both  trying  to 
give  economic  content  to 
our  political    freedom,  to 
raise  the  living  standards  of 
our  people,  providing  them 
with  benefits    of  basic  and 
advanced    learning,  to  ena- 
ble them    to  share  in  the 
scientific  and  technological 
advance  taking  place  in  the 
world.  While     engaged  in 
this  stupendous  enterprise, 
we  in  India    are  striving  to 
re-kindle   our   rich  cultural 
heritage,    which    alone  can 
give  meaningful  substance 
md  sustenance  to  the  pro- 
cess of  modernisation  being 
ushered  in.  It  has   been  our 
endeavour  to  combine  what 
is  good  in  the  traditional 
with    what    is  beneficial  in 
the  modern. 

We  are  passing  throught  a 
most  eventful  phase  in  the 


history  of  our  nation.  As 
you  are  well  aware,  we  had 
a  peaceful  and  orderly  ch- 
ange of  Governm.ent  in 
March  this  year.  What  has 
happened  has  conclusively 
demonstrated  that  the  de- 
mocratic process  is  deep- 
ly rooted  in  our  country 
and  the  people  of  India 
have  shown  a  mature  inte- 
rest in  a  free  and  pluralistic 
society. 

While  there  has  been 
change  in  government,  our 
foreign  policy  of  non-alig- 
nment which  is  based  on  a 
national  consensus,  has  re- 
mained essentially  unaff- 
ected. We  stand  for  friend- 
ship with  all   nations    on  a 
footing  of  equality  and  con- 
structive    reciprocity.  We 
would  like  to  give  special 
attention  to  the  strengthen- 
ing   of  ties  and  promotion 
of  economic  and  technical 
cooperation  with  non-align- 
rd  and    other  developing 
countries.  We  firmly  belie- 
ve that  we  must  give  first 
priority  to  promoting  and 
strengthening     our  relati- 
ons with  our  immediate  nei- 
ghbours through  a  process 
of  constant  dialogue. 

Afghanistan  and  India, 
as  members  of  the  Non-al- 
igned Movement,  both  sub- 
scribe to  the  concept  of  pe- 
aceful co-existence.  It  is 
a  token  of  our  commitment 
to  this  movement  that  the 
last  meeting  of  Foreign 
Ministers  of  the  Co-ordina- 
ting Bureau  of  Non-align- 
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od  Countries  was  held  in 
New  Delhi  and  the  next  is 
scheduled  to  be  held  in  Ka- 
bul in  1978. 

There  are,  fortunately,  no 
problems  outstaViding  bet- 
ween our    two  countries. 
vYe  understand  and  have 
stood  by  each  other  in  our 
moments  of  crises.  As  reg- 
ards our  other  neighbours, 
we  have  been  making  sin- 
C'.re  efforts  to  remove  ar- 
eas of  tension  a'nd  to  ex- 
pand the  circumference  of 
positive     cooperation  wh- 
ereever    it  exists.  Benefi- 
cial     bilateralism,  blos- 
soming into  sub-regional 
and  regional  cooperation, 
promises  to  be  the  best  ve- 
hicle for  the  upliftment  of 
our  masses.  Lasting  peace 
in  the  region  can  rest  only 
o'n  the  foundation  of  mu- 
tual trust  and  awareness  of 
the     identities  underlyi'ng 
our  individual    national  en- 
deavours to  better  the  lives 
of  our  peoples.    The  questi- 
on of  peace  is  of  paramount 
importance  if  this  world  of 
ours  is  to  survive,  let  alone 
progress.  Peace,  in  our  view 
is  not  a  mere  abstension 
from  war,  but  a  positive  ap- 
proach to  internatio'nal  re- 
lations, leading    first  to  the 
lessening  of  the  internation- 
al tensions,    through  atte- 
mpts to  solve  problems  by 
negotiation  and  then  to  a 
growing  cooperatio'n  betw- 
een nations  in  various  ways 
—cultural,     scientific,  co- 
mmercial and  through  the 
exchange  of  ideas,     exper- of  Afghanistan. 
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ienccs  and  information. 

excellency,  we  have  wat- 
ch^^d  with  admiration  the 
efforts  being  made  by  your 
country  ['A  numerous  [iekls 
of  developmental  activity. 
The  progress    achieved  is 
much  in  evidence  everywh- 
ere.   Under  President  Da- 
oud's  benevolent     and  far- 
sighted  .  leaoershi,).  Afgha- 
nistan is  accelerating  the 
pace  of  its  rcononiic  deve- 
lopment and  taking  steps 
to  usher       a  new  ^ra  of 
hope  for  its  people.  We  as- 
sure you  that     India  will 
always  be  with  vou  in  th- 
is   struggle   and     will  wil- 
lingly   extend    its  hand 
of  friendship    in  whatever 
manner  or     activity  you 
would  choore  to  seek  our 
assistance.  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  state  that  the 
Janata  Government  in  India 
is  deeply  committed  to  th" 
cause  of  Indo-Afghavi  frien- 
dship and  shall  do  everyth- 
ing possible  to  promote  it 
in  different  directions. 

I  am  indeed  happy  to- 
day to  be  in  this  city  known 
For  its  fruits  and  friendship. 
I  am  grateful  to  Your  Ex- 
cellency for  making  this  po- 
ssible for  me. 

Excellencies,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen,  I  would  now 
request  you  to  join  me  in 
a  toast  to  the  heedth  of  His 
Excellency  Mr.  Waheed  Ab- 
dullah, to  the  success  of  his 
endeavour  to  cement  fur- 
ther the  Indo-Afghan  rel- 
ations and  to  the  prosperi- 
ty Of  the  brotherly  people 


Minister  of  Information  and  Culture  Prof.  Dr.  Nevin  and  visiting  Minister 
of  External  Affair^^  of  TndiaVajpayee  seen  in  Bamian. 

Minister  in-Charge    for  Foreign  Affairs    Waheed  Abdullah    bids  farewell  to 
Indian  Minister  of    External  Affairs  Vajpayee  at  Kabul  airport. 


Afghan-Indian 
joint  communique 


Foilowi'ng  is  the  text  of 
the  Afghan-Indian  joint  co- 
mmunique issued  at  the  end 
of  the  official  visit  to  Af- 
ghanistan by  Indian  Minis- 
ter of  External  Affairs  At- 
al  Bihari  Vajpayee  on  Sep- 
tember 6,  1977: 

At  the  invitation  of  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  For- 
eig'ii  Affairs  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Afghanistan,  Mr. 
Waheed  Abdullah,  Mr.  Atal 
Bihari  Vajpayee^  Minister 
of  External  Affairs  of  the 
Republic  of  India,  paid  an 
official  and  friendly  visit  to 
Afghanistan  from  Sonbola 
12  to  15,  1356,  (September 
3  to  September  6,  1977). 
The  Minister  of  External 
Affairs  was  accompanied 
by  Mr.  J.  S.  Mehta,  Foreign 
Secretary,  Dr.  I.P.  Singh 
and  Mr.  R.  K.  Jerath,  Joint 
Secretaries  in  the  Ministry 
of  External  Affairs. 

The  Government  of  Af- 
ghanistan accorded  a  very 
warm  and  cordial  welcome 
to  the  Minister  of  Exter- 
nal Affairs  of  India  reflec- 
ting the  age-old  ties  of 
friendship  between  the  two 
countries  and  the  earnest 


desire  of  the  two  peoples 
to  consolidate  and  enlarge 
the  areas  of  cooperation 
between  them. 

The  President  of  Afghan- 
istan Mr.  Mohammad  Da- 
oud  granted  an  audience  to 
the  Minister  of  External 
Affairs  of  India.  The  Mi- 
nister of  External  Affairs 
of  India  visited  places  of 
economic  and  cultural  inte- 
rest, including  the  renown- 
ed archaeological  site  of 
Bamiyan  where  work  of 
restoration  and  preservati- 
on of  the  colossal  Buddha 
images  has  been  complet- 
ed by  an  Indian  archaeolo- 
gical team.  A  formal  cere- 
mony was  held  to  mark  the 
completion  of  the  assignm- 
ent by  the  Indian  team  du- 
ring which  Dr.  Abdul  Ra- 
him  Nevin  Minister  of  In- 
foi\_iation  and  Culture 
and  Mr.  Atal  Bihari  Vajp- 
ayee, Minister  of  External 
Affairs  of  India  were  pre- 
sent. 

The  Minister  in  Charge 
of  Foreign  Affairs  Mr.  Wa- 
heed Abdullah  held  exten- 
sive discussions  with  Minis- 
ter of  External  Affairs  Mr. 
Atal  Bihari  Vajpayee.  The 


319 


MiMist^^r  in  Charge  of  For- 
eign Affairs  was  assisted 
by  Mr.  Abdul  Saniad  Ghaus 
Deputy    Foreign  Minister, 

M'-s  Mahboob  Rafiq, 
Chief  of  the  Office  of  Fo- 
leign  Minister,  Mr.  Moha- 
iiiniad  Gul  Jahangiri,  Di- 
K  (  lor  of  First  Political  De- 
partiiient  and  Mr.  Moham- 
n.a;t  Mirza  Saniah,  Direc- 
tor of  Internationa]  Econo- 
liik:  and  Financial  Relations. 

rhe  Mi'nister  of  External 
Ail  airs  was     assisted  by 
Mr.  J.  S.  Mehta,  Foreign 
Srcretiuy,  ll.E.     Mr  S.  K. 
Singh,    Ambassador    of  In- 
dia, in  ICabul  Dr.  I.  P.  Sin- 
gh and  Mr.  R.  K.  Jerath 
Joint  Secretaries  in  the  Mi- 
nistry of  External  Affairs 
of  India. 

These  discussions  cover- 
(^d  issues  of  international 
importance  and  bilateral 
cooperation.  The  discussi- 
ons revealed  an  identity  of 
views  on  various  subjects 
reflecting  the  deep  under- 
standing which  has  existed 
between  the  two  countries 
and  their  leaders. 

The  two  sides  reiterated 
their  adherence  to  the  Uni- 
ted Nations    Charter  and 
their  belief  in  the  principl- 
es of  peaceful    means  of 
solving  international  dispu- 
tes, refraining  from  use  of 
force  and  threat    to  use  of 
force  between  states  and 
mutual  respect  on  the  ba- 
sis of  sovereignty,  equality 
and    non-interference  as 
fundamental     to  proper* 
conduct  of  relations  betw- 


een states. 

The  Minister  in  Charge 
of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Afg- 
hanistan and  the  Minister 
of  External  Affairs  of  In- 
dia stressed  the  abiding 
validity  of  the  policy  of 
'non-alignment  and  its  role 
in  promoting  understand- 
ing among  nations  as  re- 
cently reiterated  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Foreign  Mi- 
nisters of  the  Coordination 
Bureau  of  Non-aligned  co- 
n'ntries  in  New  Delhi  in 
April  1977.  Both  sides  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  dis- 
cussions on  the  issues  whi- 
ch were  deliberated  upon 
during  the  meeting  of  the 
Coordination  Bureau  in 
New  Delhi  will  continue  in 
the  forthcoming  meeting 
of  the  Bureau  in  Kabul  and 
would  lead  to  concrete  dis- 
cussions so  as  to  pave  the 
way  for  a  successful  meet- 
ing of  Foreign  Ministers  of 
Non-aligned  countries  in 
Belgrade  next  year.  The 
two  sides  agreed  that  mut- 
ually beneficial  technical 
and  economic  cooperation 
amongst  the  non-aligned  st- 
ates should  be  promoted 
with  greater  vigour. 

Both  sides  recognised 
that  promotion  of  trust  and 
beneficial  cooperation  bet- 
ween the  countries  in  South 
Asia  would  reinforce  the 
search  for  peace  and  stabili- 
ty in  the  entire  area. 

The  two  sides  expressed 
serious  concern  at  the  sit- 
uation in  the  Middle  East. 
They  came  out  resolutely 
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in  favour  of  a  just  settlem-  •noted  the  similarity  of  their 

ent  of  this  problem    based  views  on  major  issues  the- 

on  the  total  withdrawal    of  reni. 

Israel  from  all  the  occupied  The  two  sides  reviewed 
territory  and  legitimate  ri-  the  international  economic 
ghts  of  peoples  of    Palesti-  situation  as  it  directly  af- 
ne  including  the    right    to  Tected  the  developing  cou- 
establish  their    own    state,  ntries.  They  called  on  the 
While  expressing  the    hope  developed  countries  to  base 
that  efforts  aimed  at    rec-  their     economic  relations 
onvening  the  Geneva  Peace  with    developing  countries 
Conference  would    succeed,  on  an  equitable  and  just  ba- 
the two  sides  deplored  that  sis.  They  urged  that  the  in- 
Israel  continued    to    flout  ternational  community  sh- 
UN  resolutions,  the    latest  ould  also  adopt   urgent  me- 
example  of  this  being    the  asures  to  enable  the  most 
illegal  decision  of  Israel  to  seriously  affected  develop- 
create  three    new    Jewish  ing  countries  to  overcome 
settlements  on  the  occupied  their     present  difficulties 
West  Bank.  and  sustain  the  momentum 
The  two  sides  reaffirmed  of  their  development.  Both 
their    solidarity    with    the  sides  expressed    the  hope 
people  of  Southern    Africa  that  the  resumed    31st  ses- 
who  are  strugghng    for  th-  sion  of  the  UN  General  As- 
eir  rights  against  raciahsm,  sembly,  while  considering 
colonialism  and    exploitati-  the  results  of  the  Confer- 
on.  They  pledged  their   full  ence  on  International  Co- 
support  to  the  people    of  operation  held     in  Paris, 
Zimbabwe,     Namibia     and  will  be  able    to  reach  de- 
South  Africa  in  their    stru-  cisions  leading  to  the  spee- 
^S^^'-  dy  establishment  of  a  new 

They  called  upon    the  in-  international    economic  or- 

ternational    community    to  der^  so  as  to  bridge  the  gap 

work  earnestly  for   general  between  the  industrialised 

and  complete  disarmament  and  the  developing  countr- 

including     elimination     of  ies  which,  if  allowed  to  co- 

nuclear  weapons.  ntinue,     would  jeopardise 

The  two  sides  urged    the  the  prospects  of  peace  in 

major  powers  and  the  mar-  the  world, 

itime  users  fully  to  coope-  Their    Excellencies  Mr. 

rate  with  the  littoral    and  Mohammad  Khan  Jalalar, 

hinterland  states  in  achiev-  Minister  of   Commerce,  Mr. 

ing  the  objective  of  the  es-  Abdul  Tawab    Assifi,  '  Mi- 

tablishment  of  the    Indian  nister  of  Mines    and  Ind- 

Ocean  as  a  zone  of  peace.  ustries,    Mr.    Ali  Ahmad 

Both  sides  discussed  the  Khuram,  Minister  of  Plan- 
agenda  of  the  32nd  session  ning,  Dr.  Abdullah  Omar, 
of  General  Assembly    and  Minister  of  Public  Health 
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and  Mr.  Juma  Mohammad 
Mohammadi,  Minister  of 
Power  and  Water  held  tal- 
ks with  the  Minister  of  Ex- 
ternal Affairs  of  India.  The 
two  sides  reviewed  the  pro- 
i^vQ.ss  of  economic  techni- 
cal  and  commercial  coope- 
ration between  the  two 
countries  and  noted  with 
satisfaction  that  consider- 
able progress  had  been  ma- 
de ill  these  fields.  They  re- 
solved to  strengthen  and 
widen  the  areas  of  bilater- 
al cooperation  between  th- 
eir two  countries. 

All  these  talks  were  held 
in  an  atmosphere  of  friend- 
ship and  sincerity  reflecting 
the  close  aVid  historical  re- 
lations between  Afghanist- 
an and  India. 

The  two  sides  agreed  to 
continue  close  contacts  at 
different  levels  in  order  to 
(  \ change  views  so  as  to 
^irengthe'n     further  their 


close  relationship  and  to 
expa'nd  their  cooperation  in 
all  fields. 

The  Minister  of  External 
Affairs  of  India  expressed 
his  sincere  gratitude  to  the 
Minister  in  Charge  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs  of  Afghanist- 
an for  the  very  warm  hos- 
pitality extended  to  him 
and  members  of  his  party 
by  the  Government  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan.  He 
extended  sea  invitation  to 
the  Minister  in  Charge  of 
Foreign  Affairs  of  Afgha- 
nistan to  visit  India  w^hich 
was  accepted  with  thanks. 

The  Minister  for  Extern- 
al Affairs  extended  invita- 
tion from  the  President  and 
the  Prime  Minister  of  India 
to  His  Excellency  Mr.  Mo- 
hammad Daoud,  President 
of  Afghanistan,  to  visit  In- 
dia at  his  convenience.  This 
invitation  was  accepted  wi- 
th pleasure. 
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President  Daoud^ 
Gen.  Zia-uUHaq 
hold  talks 


Chief  of  the  Array  Staff 
and  Chief  Martial  Law  Ad- 
ministrator    of  Pakistan 
Gen.  Mohammad  Zia  ul-Haq 
arrived  in  Kabul  for  a  short 
visit  at  4.50  p.m.  on  October 
10,  1977.  Gen.  Zia-ul-Haq 
and  his    companions  were 
welcomed  at  Kabul  interna- 
tional airport  by  Minister 
of  State  Dr.  Abdul  Majid, 
Chief  of  Ge'neral  Staff  Gen. 
Abdul  Aziz,  Afghan  Ambas- 
sador to    Islamabad  Nour 
Ahmad    Etemadi,  Deputy 
Minister  for    Political  Aff- 
airs Abdul  Samad  Ghaus, 
Chief  of  Presidential  Office 
Mohammad    Akbar,  Chief 
of  Protocol  Mir  Shamsudd- 
in,  Kabul  Governor  Abdul 
Rakim  and    Pakistan  Am- 
bassador to  Kabul  Ali  Ar- 
shad.  In  this  visit  Gen.  Zia- 
ul-Haq  was  accompanied  by 
Secretary    General  Ghulam 
Tshaq  Khan.    Gen.  Sarwar 
Khan.  Ge'n.  Ghulam  Hassan 


Khan,  S.  Shahnawaz,  Forei- 
gn Secretary,  Masoud  Na- 
bi  Nour^  Information  Sec- 
retary and  Gen.  K.  M.  Aref 
Chief  of  Staff  to  Head  of 
the  Government  of  Pakis- 
tan. 

President  of  the  State  Mo- 
hammad Daoud  received 
the  Chief  of  the  Army  Staff 
and  Chief  Martial  Law  Ad- 
ministrator of  Pakistan  Gen. 
Zia-ul-Haq  for  a  meeting  at 
the  Presidential  Palace  in 
the  evening. 

At  11.30  on  October  II. 
1977  President  of  the  Rep- 
ublic Mohammad  Daoud 
and  Chief  Martial  Law  Ad- 
ministrator of  Pakistan  Gen. 
Zia-ul-Haq  continued  their 
talks  at  the  Presidential  Pa- 
lace. 

Gen.  Zia-ul-Haq  left  Ka- 
bul for  his  country  at  4 
p.m. 
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President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud    and  Chief  of  the  Army  Staff 
and  Chief  Martial  Law    Administrator  of  Pakistan  Gen.  Zia-ul-Haq  meeting    at  the 
Presidential  Palace. 

General  Zia-ul-Haq  prior  to  his  departure  for  his  country  seen  with  Minister 
of  State    Dr.  Abdul  Majid  at  Kabul  airport. 


•  •.■■.•.■•■» 


I  raqi  Vice  Presiden  t 
visits  Aj'ghanistan 


On  the  i'nvitation  of  the 
Government  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Afghanistan  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Republic 
of  Iraq  Taha— Mohai-ud-Din 

Maroof  arrived  in  Kabul  on 
an  official  and  friendly  vi- 
sit to  Afghanistan  at  12.30 
p.ni.  o'n  October  22,  1977. 
The  Vice  President  of  Iraq 
nn-1  his  companions  were 
vvf^' corned  near  the  plane 
at  Kabul  international  air- 
port bv  Minister  of  State 
Dr.  Abdul    Majid,  Pubhc 
Health  Minister  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Reception  Com- 
n-ittee  Prof.  Dr.  Abdullah 
Omar,  Depntv    Foreign  Mi- 
ni'^ter  for  Po]it"cal  Affairs 
Ab^hil  Samad    Ghaus,  Head 
of  the  Presidential  Office 
Moh-c^T-n-ad  Akbar,  Chief 
of  Protocol  of  the  Foreign 
Mini-trv  Mir  Shamsuddin, 
K-^bn^  fifovernor    Abdul  Ha- 
ki-r<.  A^^bassador  of  the  Fe- 
rlera^  Rennhlic  of  Germany 
in  Kabul  and  Deonty  Dean 
of  the  diplomatic  corps  Dr. 
Joseph  Hoffmann  and  Iraqi 
Ambassador  in  Kabul  Ahm- 
ad Abdul  Kader  Al-Shawi. 


During  the  visit  to  Af- 
ghanistan the  Iraqi  Vice 
President  was  accompanied 
by  Minister  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs  Hamid  Olwan, 
Deputy  Foreig'ii  Minister 
Abdul  Malik  Yaseen,  Head 
of  International  Departm- 
ent at  the  Foreign  Ministry 
Ibrahim  AH  Al-Wali,  Chief 
of  Protocol  at  the  Foreign 
Ministry  Em  am  Abdullah 
Khalid,  Director  General  of 
Economic  Affairs  at  the  Fo- 
reign Ministry  Farouq  Da- 
oud  Suleiman  Director  Ge- 
Mp^al  for  Cultural  Relations 
?t  the  Mmistry  of  Higher 
Education  Dr.  Mohammad 
Abdullah,  and  the  Director 
of  Presidential  Office  Ha- 
•-him  Zaidan.  A  press  team 
also  accompanied  the  Vi- 
ce President  of  Iraq. 

Official  talks  between  Pr- 
esident Of  the  Republic  of 
Afp^hanistan  Mohammad  Da- 
ond  and  Vice  President  of 
fh^  Rennh^ic  of  Iraq  Taha 
Mohai-ud-Din  Marouf  we- 
r-^  held  ^t  the  PresideTitial 
Palace  at  10  am.  on  Octo- 
ber 23.  1977.  The   talks  wh- 
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ich  were  held  in  a  friendly 
atmosphere  and  understan- 
ding lasted  until  around 
12  noon.  On  the  Afghan  si- 
de the  talks  were  also  .atten- 
ded by  Commerce  Minister 
Jalalar,  Planning  Minister 
Khuram,  Public  Health  Mi- 
nister Prof.  Abdullah  Omar, 
Deputy  Foreign  Minister 
for  Political  Affairs  Ab- 
dul Samad  Ghaus  and  Chief 
de  Cabinet  of  the  Foreign 
Ministry  Dr.  Mahboub  Ra- 
fiq.  On  the  Iraqi  side  the 
talks  wpre  attended  by  most 
of  the  companioYis  of  the 
Iraqi  vice  President. 

The  Vice  President  of  the 


Republic  of  Iraq  attended 
a  reception  held  in  his  ho- 
nour by  Minister  of  State 
Abdul  Majid  at  the  recep- 
tion hall  of  the  Foreign  Mi- 
nistry on  Oct.  23,  1977.  Du- 
ring the  reception  speeches 
were  exchaviged  between 
Dr.  Abdul  Majid  and  Taha 
Mohai-ud-Din  Maroof. 

The  Vice  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Iraq  Taha  Mo- 
hai-ud-Din Maroof  and  his 
companions  left  Kabul  for 
home  at  10  a.m.  October  25, 
1977  after  an  official  and 
friendly  visit  to  Afghanist- 
an. 


President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  talking  with  Iraqi  Vice  Presi- 
dent Taha  Mohai  ud-Din  Maroof  at  the  Presidential  Palace. 
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Dr.  Majid's  speech 


Foliovviiig  is  the  speech 
ot  Minibter  of  Stcite  Dr. 
Abdul  Majid  deUveied  at 
ih^:  receptio'ii  which  he  ho- 
sted in  honour  of  the  visit- 
ing vice  President  of  the 
Uepuhlic  of  Iraq  Taha  Mo- 
hai--Lid-  Din  Maroof  at 
the  reception  hail  of  the  Fo- 
reign Ministry  on  October 

23,  1977. 

Your  Excellency, 
Distinguished  Friends, 
1  am  glad  to  welcome 
Your  Excellency  and  your 
delegation  at  this  friendly 
gathering  and  wish  you  all 
a  happy  stay  in  this  broth- 
erly country  of  yours  Af- 
gha'nistan. 

The  ties  of  friendship  be- 
tween Afghanistan  and  Iraq 
existing  since  times  imme- 
morial, and  in  particular 
the  brotherly  relations  be- 
tween our  two  nations  si'nce 
the  advent  of  Islam  have 
been  consolidated  in  the 
course  of  successive  centu- 
ries^ in  such  a  manner  that 
the  impact  of  our  two  civili- 
zations and  cultures  o'n 
one  another  and  the  simi- 
larity of  their  manifesta- 
tion need  Tiot  be  expla- 
ined and  elaborated. 

The  moral    values  which 
are  shared  by  Afghan  and 
Iraqi  nations,  as  two  broth- 


ers, are  in  fact  traditional 
links  cherished  by  them 
since  the  beginning  of  re- 
iations  between  the  two  co- 
untries. I  express  the 
confidence  that  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a'fl  atmosph- 
ere of  understanding  and 
solidarity  would  further 
strengthen  the  ever-lasting 
iViendly  and  brotherly  re- 
lations between  our  two 
countries,  so  happily  based 
cm  firm  historic  and  cultu- 
lal  ties,  and  will  create  fa- 
vourable ground'  for  the 
further  development  of  th- 
ese relations  and  for  the 
expansion  of  fruitful  coop- 
eration in  different  fields 
in  accordance  with  the  he- 
artfelt desire  of  the  peo- 
ples of  Afghanistan  and 
Iraq. 

The  adherence  of  our 
two  countries  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  Non-ahgnment, 
which  in  itself  is  a  manifes- 
tation of  the  identity  of 
views  between  Afghanistan 
and  Iraq  on  international 
issues,  has  brought  our 
two  countries  ever  more 
closer  together. 

The  visit  by  Mr.  Moham- 
mad Daoud  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  to 
Iraq  and  his  meetings  and 
discussions    with  H.E.  Pre- 


328 


sident  Hassan  Al-Bakr  of 
Iraq,  and  the  visits  made 
by  other  Afghan  and  Iraqi 
personalities  to  each  oth- 
er's countries,  inciudi'ng  the 
recent  visit  of  Mr.  Waheed 
Abdullah  the  Afghan  Mi- 
nister in-Charge  for  For- 
eign Affairs  to  Iraq,  as 
well  as  the  current  visit 
()[  Your  Excellency  to  our 
(ountry  have  had  an  eff- 
(  clive  influence  i'n  the  stre- 
ligthening  of  economic,  co- 
in in  ercial  and  cultural  co- 
operation, and  for  the  fur- 
llu  ir  ( onsolidation  of  frien- 
dly relations  between  the 
Ivvo  countries  and  for  the 
strengthening  of  peace  and 
s(^curity  in  the  region. 

Yon  I'  I'xcellency. 

Afghanistan  has  always 
supported  and  will  co'n- 
linne  to  support  sincerely, 
tlu'  struggles  and  the  cau- 
ses of  Arab  brethi'^n  and 
I  lie  people  of  Palestine  in 
pnrticular.  We  are  of  the 
conviction  that  peace  and 
security  in  the  Middle  East 
is  impossible  to  be  achiev- 
ed without  the  evacuation 
of  all  Arab  territories  oc- 
cupied by  Israel  and  the 
I  ealization  of  the  legitimate 
rights  of  the  people  of  Pa- 
lestine, including  the  esta- 
blishment of  their  nation- 
al and  independent  state. 

The  Afghan  nation  which 
in  the  course  of  history  has 
been  in  constant  struggle 
to  preserve  her  freedom 
and  national  values  and 
has  accepted  every  sacrifi- 
ce for  the  protection  of  her 


independence  and  territor- 
ial integrity,  respects  the 
ireedom  of  other  peoples 
and  nations.  We  consider 
tins  to  be  their  lawful 
light,  we  firmly  support 
tlie  right  of  self-determina- 
tion and  freedom  of  all  na- 
tions and  peoples,  and  con- 
denui  colonialism,  alien  do- 
mination and  imperialism. 

Afghanistan  has  been 
maintaining  friendly  rela- 
tion with  all  peace-lo- 
ving countries  of  the  world 
and  is  desiring  to  see  tran- 
quility and  complete  secu- 
rity prevailing  all  over 
thv^  world  and  in  the  region 
(o  which  it  belongs. 

As  Your  Excellency  are 
well  aware,  the  country 
with  which  Afghanistan  has 
a  political  difference  is  Pa- 
kistan. The  contacts  bet- 
ween the  leaders  of  the  two 
(ountries,  since  one  year 
and  few  months  ago  and 
which  has  provided  a  bet- 
ter and  more  encouraging 
atmosphere,  prompts  us 
to  hop^  that  we  may  suc- 
ceed one  day  to  reach  a 
inst  and  honourable  solu- 
tion of  this  difference  and 
that  as  the  result  the  two 
Muslim  countries  of  Afgh- 
anistan and  Pakistan  be 
able  to  live  together  as  two 
sincere  friends. 

Your  Excellency  the  Vice- 
President, 

Tn  Afghanistan  great  ef- 
forts are  underway  towards 
thv^  creation  of  a  progressi- 
ve society  and  for  the  secu- 
ring of  a  better  standard  of 
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lite  for  our  people;  vast 
steps  are  being  taken  to 
this  end.  The  iraplementa- 
tio'A  of  our  present  seven- 
year  development  Plan  for 
(he  financhig  of  which  a 
lui ruber  of  friendly  countr- 
ies have  made  worthy  con- 
tribution, is  a  promise  for 
a  better  future.  The  Gov- 
cninient  of  the  Republic  of 
Alghanista'/i  notes  with 
appreciation  the  unselfish 
assistance  rendered  tow- 
ards the  realisation  of  so- 
me of  our  economic  proj- 
rrts  bv  friendly  countries 
including  the  brotherly  co- 
untry of  Iraq.  It  is  my  earn- 
e  :t  desire  that  these  friendly 


T  raqi 


<  II  m  It 

Following  is  the  speech 
of  Iraqi  Vice  President  Ta- 
ha  Mohai— ud-Din  Maroof 
delivered  at  the  reception 
iield  in  his  ho'nour  by  Mi- 
nister of  State     Dr.  Abdul 
Majid  at  the  reception  hall 
of  the  Foreign  Ministry  on 
October  23,  1977. 
Your  Excellaicies, 
l-ono arable  guests: 
[  irst  of  all,  I  shall  hke 
to  express  my  heartfelt  th- 
anks for  your  kind  speech 
welcoming  us  to  your  bea- 
utiful capital,  Kabul,,  we 


and  brotherly  co-operation 
between  our  two  countries 
may  further  expand  to  the 
benefit  of  our  two  peoples. 

Allow  me  to  raise  my 
glass  to  the  good  health  of 
His  Excellency  the  Presid- 
ent of  Iraq^  to  the  good 
health  of  Your  Excellency 
and  your  companions  and 
other  disti'aguished  lead^s 
of  Iraq,  to  the  ever-increas- 
ing progress  of  our  broth- 
erly country  of  Iraq,  and  to 
ever-lasting  friendship  be- 
tween Afghanistan  and 
Iraq. 

May  I  request  all  those 
present  here  to  kindly  join 
me. 


are  very  gratified  to  be 
in  the  midst  of  our  breth- 
ren  to  whom  we  are  bound 
by  the  ties  of  Islam  and 
brought  together  by  the 
great  principles  of  non- 
aUgnme'at. 

Our  visit  has  afforded  to 
us  an  opportunity  to  acq- 
uaint ourselves  with  the 
gieat  progress  achieved 
by  Afghanistan  in  various 
spheres.  This  visit  of  ours 
will  doubtlessly  contribute 
just  as  other  visits  exch- 
anged between  the  officials 


Vice  Presid vn  t ^s 
speech 
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of  the  two  countries  and 
crowned  by  the  visit  of  Mo- 
hammad Daoud  the  Presid- 
ent of  the    Republic    has  O  J 
contributed  to  the    further  ^  ^* 
strengthening  of    relations  5i 
between  our  two  people  and  c  ^ 
countries.  ^  ^  ^^^P 

These  good  re'lations   ha  _ 
ve  been  invariably  based* 
o*n  mutual  respect  and  com  - 
mon  benefits. 


Iraq,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  Arab  Baath 
Socialist  Party,  exerts  tire- 
hess  efforts  towards  the 
incessant  growth  Of  the  re- 
lations. 

The  current  internation- 
al situation  makes  its  in- 
cumbe'nt  upon  us  to  escalate 
the  struggle  against 
colonialism.  Colonialism  is 
trying  every  trick  in  its 
attempt  to  infiltrate  to  its 
old  position. 

It  will  not  desist  from 
those  attempts.  This  makes 
imperative  for  us,  within 
the  nonaligned  states,  to 
close  our  ranks  and  heigh- 
ten our  vigilance  against 
those  attempts.  This  will 
come  about  only  through 
the  upholding  of  our  lofty 
Kleals  of  nonalignment  and 
the  strengthening  of  the 
movement  and  enforcing 
its  effectiveness  in  interna- 
tional relations. 

In  our  Arab  region  the 
Zionist  entity  is  continuing 
its  aggression  in  defiance  of 
the  will  of  international  co- 
mmunity. Wo  are  witness- 
ing an  insistence  on  the 
Hqnidation  of  the  Palestine 


question  through  various 
means  and  devices.  What 
is  taking  place  i*a  the  reg- 
ion is  nothing  but  the  per- 
petuation of  the  Zionists 
(iggression  in  the  area.  A 
just  and  durable  peace  can 
1)0  achieved  only  through 
the  regainijng  by  the  Arab 
Palestinian  people  of  their 
inalienable  rights  to  their 
lorritory  and  homeland,  Pa- 
lestine. 

Any  other  solution  will 
be  doomed  to  failure.  O'n 
this  occasion  I  would  like 
to  record  with  pride  gra- 
titude to  the  people  and 
government  of  Afghanist- 
tin  for  the  courageous  and 
immutable  stand  they  have 
taken  vis-a-vis  the  questi- 
on of  Palestine. 

The  gap  between  haves 
cind  have  nots  m  our  world 

ever  widening  due  to  the 
insistence  of  the  in- 
dustrial countries  to  de- 
plete these  resources  of 
the  developing  countries  in 
one  wav  or  another.  The  in- 
creased prices  of  commodi- 
ties and  the  exportation  of 
inflation  to  the  developing 
states  has  made  the  utilisa- 
tion of  raw  materials  of 
h'ttle  value  to  those  coun- 
tries. 

This  has  adversely  affec- 
ted their  development  pro- 
grammes. 

The  establishment  of  a 
n>ore    equitable  internati- 


onal economic  order  is 
impossible  of  achievement 
unless  the  industrial 
states  relinquish  part 
of  their  selfishness  and 
assume  a  higher  sense  of 
lesponsibility. 

Your  Excellency^ 

1  wish  to  thank  you  and 
I  he  friendly  Afghan  peo- 
])le  on  behalf  of  my  collea- 
gues and  my  own  name  for 
the  cordial  hospitality  and 
\varm  welcome  accorded  to 
us  by  H.E.  the  President, 
people  and  government  of 
Afghanistan. 

I  carry  with  me  the  sin- 
cere  greetings  and  good 
wishes  of  H.E.  Marshal  Ah- 
mad Hassan  al-Bakr  to  his 
1) -other  TT.E.  President  Mo- 
hammad Daoud  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  as  well  as  the 
sincere  greetings  and  good 
wishes  of  the  people  and 
government  of  Iraq  to  the 
people  and  government  of 
Afghanistan.  T  salute  you. 

May     the  Iraq-Afghan 
friendship    prosper  and  flo- 
urish more. 

Mav  I  ask  you  to  join  me 
in  raising  my  glass  to  the 
p^ood  health  of  H.E.  Presi- 
dent Mohammad  Daoud  the 
President  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan  and  yotir 
pood  health  Mr.  Minister 
and  the  good  health  of  all 
of  Your  Excellencies. 
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Afghan-Iraqi 
Joint  communique 


Following  is  the  text  of 
the  joint  communique  iss- 
ued at  the  end  of  the  offi- 
cial visit  to  Afghanistan  by 
Vice  President  of  the  Re- 
public of  Iraq  Taha  Mohai- 
ud-Din  Maroof  on  October 
25,  1977. 

At  the  invitation  of  the 
Government  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Afghanistan,  Mr.  Ta- 
ha Mohai-ud-Din  Marouf,  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Re- 
public of  Iraq,  paid  an  offi- 
cial and  frietidly  visit  to 
Afghanistan  from  Mizan 
30  to  Aqrab  3,  1356  (Octo- 
ber 22—25,  1977): 

The  Vice  President  and 
his  party  were  accorded  a 
warm  welcome  by  the  Go- 
vernment and  people  of 
Afghanistan. 

During  big  visit,  the  Vice 
President  was  received  by 
Mr.  Mohammad  Daoud,  the 
President  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan  at  the  Pre- 
sidential Palace. 

During  this  visit  talks 
were  held  between  Mr.  Mo- 
hammad Daoud   the  Pre- 

« 

sident  of  Afghanistan  and 
Mr.  Taha  Mohai-ud-Din  Ma- 
rouf, the  Vice  President  of 
Iraq.  During    these  talks. 


Mr.  Mohammad  Khan  Ja- 
lalar,  Minister  of  Commer- 
ce; Mr.  Ali  Ahmad  Khu- 
ram,  Minister  of  Planning; 
Professor  Doctor  Abdul 
lah  Omar,  Minister  of  Pu- 
blic Health;  Mr.  Abdul  Sa- 
in ad  Ghaus,  Deputy  Mi- 
nister for  Political  Affairs 
in  the  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs  and  Doctor  Mahb- 
oub  Rafik,  Chief  of  Cab- 
inet to  the  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs;  on  the  Af- 
i^han  side,  and  Mr.  Hamed 
Ahvan,  Minister  of  State 
in  the  Ministry  for  Foreign 
Affairs;  Mr.  Abdul  Malik 
Yassin,  Deputy  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs;  Mr. 
Ahmad  Abdul  Kader  Al- 
Shawi^  Ambassador  of  Iraq 
accredited  to  Kabul;  Mr. 
Ibrahim  Ali  Alwali,  Chief 
of  the  International  Depar- 
tment in  the  Ministry  for 
Foreign  Affairs;  and  Mr. 
O'ssama  Abdullah  Khalil, 
Chief  of  Protocol  in  the 
Ministry  for  Foreign  Affa- 
irs on  the  Iraqi  side  were 
also  present. 

These  talks  took  place  in 
an  atmosphere  of  friendship 
and  understanding,  which 
are  characteristics  of  the 
friendly    relations  existing 


between  the  two  brother- 
ly countries.  The  talks  co- 
vered major  international 
issues  of  mutual  concern 
and  close  attention  was  gi- 
ven to  the  situation  prevail- 
i'ng  in  the  area. 

Both  sides  noted  with  sa- 
tisfaction that  the  existing 
cooperation  between  the 
two  countries  in  various 
fields  are  happily  expand- 
ing, reflecting  the  mutual 
desire  of  the  two  countries 
to  that  effect. 

The  Vice-President  and 
the  delegation  accompany- 
ing him  acquainted  them- 
selves with  some  of  the 
landmarks  of  progress  and 
Mie  achievements  in  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  acc- 
omplished hy  the  revoluti- 
on of  17th,  July,  1973,  un- 
der the  leadership  of  Mr. 
Mohammad  Daoud,  the 
President  of  the  Republic 

of  Afghanistan.  They  exp- 
resses their  admiration  and 

appreciation  of  those  ach- 
ievements. 

The  Vice-President  of  the 
Rennblic  of  Iraq  acquaint- 
ed the  President  of  Afgha- 
nistan with  the  efforts  ex- 
erted hy  the  Government  of 
the  Republic  of  Iraq  tow- 
ards satisfying  the  aspira- 
tions of  the  Iraqi  people 
in  the  process  of  economic 
r^vid  industrial  constructi- 
ons, and  the  achievements 
of  the  Republie  of  Iraq  ever 
since  the  revolution  of  17th 
July,  1968,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  the  Arab  Baath 
Socialist  Party. 


Reviewing  the  major  in- 
ternational issues  which 
affect  peace  and  security, 
the  prevailing  situation  iJi 
the  Middle  East  endanger- 
ing world  peace  and  secu- 
rity as  a  result  of  continu- 
ed occupation  by  Israel  of 
the  Arab  lands  already  de- 
nounced by  the  internati- 
onal community  and  the 
violations  of  human  rights 
in  the  Arab  occupied  terri- 
tories received  particular 
attention.  Both  sides  re- 
affirmed their  belief  that 
the  Palestinian  issue  con- 
stituted the  crux  of  the 
whol^^  problem  of  the  Mid- 
dle East  and  in  this  regard 
they  reiterated  the  urgent 
need  for  a  just  and  lasting 
peace  in  the  Middle  East 
on  the  basis  of  the  full 
withdrawal  of  Israel  from 
all  Arab  occupied  territor- 
ies and  the  restoration  of 
the  inalienable  rights  of 
the  Palestinian  people,  in- 
cluding their  right  to  self- 
determination. 

Roth  sides,  stressing  the 
abidinsf  validity  of  the  non- 
ah'gned  movement,  review- 
ed matters  of  particular  in- 
ter e<=t  to  the  movement  and 
expressed  their  satisfaction 
that  non-alignment  contin- 
ues to  nlav  an  important 
and  positive  role  in  the  fur- 
therance of  friendly  rela- 
tions among  st:ates  and  the 
promotion  of  understanding 
and  international  coopera- 
tion. 

Both  sides  expressed  the 
confidence  that  the  forth- 
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coming  meeting  of  the  Co- 
ordinating Bureau  oj:  the 
iion-aligned  countries  to  be 
convened  in  Kabul  next 
year,  will  provide  an  occas- 
ion tor  the  participating 
countries  and  other  non-ali- 
gned countries  to  review 
the  major  international  is- 
sues of  interest  to  the  non- 
aligned  countries  and  the 
developments  thereof  since 
the  Filth  Summit  of  the 
non-ahgned  countries  in 
Colombo.  They  further  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the 
deliberations  at  the  Kabul 
meeting  would  contribute 
to  the  further  strengthen- 
ing of  the  movement  and 
to  increase  its  effectiveness 
in  international  relations, 
thus  paving  the  way  for  the 

successful  conclusion  of  a 
meeting  of  the  ministers 
for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
non-aligned  countries  in 
Belgrade  later  next  year. 

Both  sides,  mindful  of 
the  fact  that  the  visit  coin- 
cided with  the  Thirty  Se- 
cond Anniversary  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Unit- 
ed Nations,  reaffirmed  the 
faith  of  their  respective 
peoples  and  governments 
to  the  purposes  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  Charter  and 
emphasised  the  necessity  of 
further  strengthening  the 
role  Of  the  United  Nations, 
as  an  indispensable  instru- 
ment for  maintaining  world 
p(  ace  and  security. 

Both  sides  reaffirm  their 
support  for  the  concept  of 
the  Indian    Ocean    and  its 


natural  extension  a$  a 
zone  of  peace  and  stressed 
that  all  states,  particular- 
ly the  major  maritime  po- 
wers should  cooperate  in 
giving  practical  effects  to 
this  concept  which  is  the 
continued  desire  of  the  lit- 
oral  and  hinterland  states 
of  the  Indian  Ocean.  Thus, 
putting  an  immediate  end 
to  the  mounting  foreign 
military  rivalries,  the  con- 
tinuation of  which  is  a  ma- 
tter of  concern  for  all  the 
states  in  the  region. 

Both  sides,  expressed  the 
firm  support  of  their  Go- 
vernments for  general  and 
complete  disarmament,  in- 
cluding nuclear  disarmam- 
ent. They  were  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  sums  released 
by  disarmament  could  be 
satisfactorily  utilised  for 
further  accelerating  the  de- 
velopment process  of  the 
developing  countries  and 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind 
as  a  whole. 

Beviewing  the  current 
international  economic  sit- 
uation, both  sides  express- 
ed their  concern  at  the  slow 
progress  in  the  efforts  aim 
ed  at  restructuring  the  in- 
ternational economic  rela- 
tions and  the  further  pro- 
motion of  the  international 
cooperation.  They  called  on 
the  developed  countries  to 
adopt  a  more  favourable 
attitude  towards  the  needs 
and  development  require- 
ments of  the  developing  co- 
untries, particularly  the 
land-locked    and  the  least 
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developed  among  them,  with 
the  view  to  establishing  a 
New  International  Econom- 
ic Order,  based  on  justice 
cuid  equality.  In  this  con- 
nection they  emphasised  th- 
at any  future  mechanism 
which  may  be  envisaged 
loi'  the  continuation  of  the 
current  efforts  in  this  re- 
gard, should  represent  var- 
ious levels  of  economic  de- 
velopment so  as  to  secure 
ta'ngible  results. 

Both  sides  reaffirmed  th- 
eir firm  opposition  to  co- 
lonial and  alien  domination, 
lacial  discrimination,  Zion- 
ism and  occupation  of  ter- 
ritories by  force  as  being 
i'nadmissable,  and  stressed 
that  efforts  aimed  towards 
further  accelerating  the 
process  of  decolonization 
and  at  putting  an  immediate 
end  to  these  situations  sh- 
ould be  intensified.  They 
reaffirmed  their  support  for 
and  solidarity  with  the  peo- 
ples of  South  Africa,  Nami- 
bia and  Zimbabwe  in  their 
legitimate  struggle  against 
the  inhuman  policies  of 
Apartheid  and  racial  dis- 
crimination, continued  occ- 
upation of  the  international 
territory  of  Namibia  by  the 
racist  Government  of  South 
Africa  and  the  Raci3t  Wh- 
ite Minority  Illegal  Regime 
of  Southern  Rhodesia. 

Both  sides  expressed  th- 
eir concern  at  the  slow  pro- 
gress in  the  negotiations  at 
the  Third  United  Nations 
Conference  on  the  Law  of 
the  Sea  and  at  the  unsatis- 


factory attention  paid  with 
regard  to  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  legitimate  rights 
and  interests  of  the  land- 
locked and  geographically 
disadvantaged  countries  for 
the  exploration  and  exploi- 
tation of  the  hying  and  non- 
living resources  of  the  sea. 
They  stressed  that  in  order 
to  provide  for  a  just  and 
comprehensive  new  conven- 
tion of  the  3ea,  the  rights 
and  interests  of  these  stat- 
es should  be  adequately 
accommodated 

Both  sides,  recognizing 
the  special  needs  and  par- 
ticular problems  of  the  de- 
veloping land-locked  states, 
called  for  the  immediate 
implementation  of  the  mea- 
sures already  taken  in  fa- 
vour of  these  countries  in- 
cluding the  adoption  by  all 
states  of  measures  with  a 
view  to  enabling  the  deve- 
loping land-locked  states 
to  excercise  their  right  of 
free  access  to  and  from  the 
sea,  which  is  vital  for  th- 
eir foreign  trade  and  econo- 
mic development. 

The  Vice-President  of  the 
Republic  of  Iraq,  Mr.  Taha 
Mohai-ud-Din  Marouf  expre- 
ssed his  deep  gratitude  to 
Mr.    Mohammad  Daoud, 
President  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan,  to  the  peo 
pie  and  the  Government  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanistan 
for  the  warm  and  cordial 
welcome  and  hospitality  ac- 
corded to  him  and  the  mem- 
bers of  his  delegation  thro- 
ughout their  stay. 
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Mongolian  Foreign 
Minister  visits  Kabul 


The  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  of  the  Mongolian 
People's  Republic  Manga- 
lyn    Dugersuren  arrived  in 
Kabul  for  an    official  and 
friendly  visit  on  October  26, 
1977  at  the    invitation  of 
Minister  in-Charge  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs  Waheed  Ab- 
dullah. At  Kabul  Interna- 
tional Airport  he  was  wel- 
comed by  Minister  of  Water 
and  Power  Eng.   Juma  Mo- 
hammad Mohammadi,  De- 
puty Minister  for  Political 
Affairs  of  the    Foreign  Mi- 
nistry Abdul  Samad  Ghaus, 
Chief  of  the  Protocol  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry    Mir  Sha- 
msuddin  and  Director  of  the 
First  Political  Division  Mo- 
hammad Gul  Jahangiri. 

In  this  visit  the  Mongol- 
ian Foreign  Minister  was 
accompanied  by  Member  of 
the  Collegium  of  the  Mini- 
stry of  Foreign  Affairs, 
Head  of  the  Foreign  Minis- 
try's Cultural  Relations  De- 


partment, Khunjav,  Head  of 
the  Asian  Department  of 
the  Foreign  Ministry  Nar- 
khou,  and  Private  Secret- 
ary to  the  Ministry  of  For- 
eign Affairs  Baatar. 

The  official  talks  betw- 
een the  Minister  in-Charge 
for  Foreign  Affairs  Waheed 
Abdullah  and  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Mo- 
ngolian People's  Republic 
Mangalyn  Dugersuren  took 
place  at  the  Foreign  Minis- 
try on  October  27,  1977. 

The  visiting  Mongolian 
Foreign  Minister  and  his 
companions  attended  a  re- 
ception given  by  Minister 
in-Charge  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs Waheed  Abdullah  at 
the  reception  hall  of  the  Fo- 
reign Ministry  on  October 
27,  1977.  At  the  reception 
speeches  were  exchanged 
between  Waheed  Abdullah 
and  Mangalyn  Dugersuren. 
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President  of  the  Republic 
Mohammad  Daoud  receiv- 
ed the  Foreign  Minister  of 
Mongolia  for  a  meeting  at 
the  Presidential  Palace  at 
11  a.m.  on  October  28,  1977. 
During  the  meeting  the  Fo- 
reign Minister  of  Mongol- 
ia presented  to  President 
Daoud  the  friendly  messa- 
ge of  Yumgaagiyn  Tsedei?- 
)al,  Chairman  of  the  Pre 
sidium  of  the  Great  People's 
^hural  of  the  Mongolian 
People's  Republic. 

Afghanistan  and  Mong- 


olia signed  the  cultural  coop- 
eration agreement  in  Kabul 
on  October  29,  1977. 

The  Mo'ngolian  Foreign 
Mi'aister  gave  a  reception 
in  honour  of  Minister  in- 
Charge  for  Foreign  Affairs 
Waheed  Abdullah  at  Ho- 
tel Intercontinental  on  Oct- 
ober 29,  1977. 

The  Minister  for  Foreign 

Affairs  of  Mongolian  Peo- 
ple's Republic  Mangalyn 
Dugersuren  left  Kabul  for 
his  country  on  October  30, 
1977. 


President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daaud  talking  with  Mongolian 
Minister    Mangalya    Dugersuren  at  the  Presidential  Palace. 
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r 


W aheed  Abdullah^s 

speech 


Following  is  the  speech 
delivered  by  Mitiister  in- 
Charge  for  Foreign.  Affairs 
Waheed  Abdullah  at  the  re- 
ception which  he  hosted  in 
honour  of  the  visiting  Mon- 
golian Foreign  Minister  at 
the  reception  hall  of  the 
Foreign  Ministry  on  Octob- 
er 27,  1977. 

His  Excellency  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Dear  guests, 

First  of  all  may  I  vvelco- 
me  you  to  Afghanistan,  a'nd 
I  hope  that  your  stay  in 
Kabul  and  your  meetings 
with  different  Afgjian  per- 
sonalities will  be  fruitful 
and  successful.  The  relati- 
ons which  exist  bi^tween 
our  two  countries  hav^^  star 
ted  a  few  years  ago,  but  I 
can  assure  you,  Excellency, 
that  your  present  visit  and 
your  talks  with  me  which 
were  held  in  an  atmosphere 
of  friendship  and  cordiality 
will  further  promote  tlie 
development  of  the  relati- 
onship between  /xi^hanist- 
an  and  Mo'ngolia. 

Our  talks  today  to  vvliic  li 
I  referred,  mainly  covered 
our  bilateral  relations  uiu! 


the  promotion  of  these  re- 
lations as  well  as  the  situa- 
tion in  our  region,  Asia  and 
the  situation  in  the  Middle 
East  and  of  course  the  wo- 
rld topics.  We  found  simi- 
larities between  our  views 
on  most  of  these  discus- 
sions. 

Excellency,  the  most  im- 
portant! problems  faced  by 
our  world  are  the  expans- 
ion and  proliferation  of  nu- 
clear weapons  and  the 
daaigers  thereof,  arms  race 
and  the  present  economic 
situation  and  t)ie  crisis 
resulting  from  it,  tjie  gap 
between  the  pjoor  and  the 
rich  countries,  the  reliict- 
mce  felt  in  the  field  oT 
transfer  of  technolog^^  and 
especially  the  complete  fai- 
lure Of  North-Soaith  nego- 
tiations in  Palis  are  addi- 
tional factors  which  threat- 
en peace  and  intern atioral 
security.  These  are  ch alien 
s[es  with  which  out  world 
has  to  cope.  1  believe  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  human 
societies  to  accord  due  att- 
ention to  the  solutios  of 
these  problems. 
Excellency,  Afghanistan 
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as  a  member  of  the  Group 
of  77,  '^vhv'h  now  compri- 
ses more  than  hundred  co- 
untries considers  it  neces- 
sary to  exert  all  efforts  for 
bringing  about  a  common 
stand  of;  that  ^toup  aimed 
at  removi'ng  the  problems 
that  threaten  peace  and 
world  security. 

Excellency,  our  world 
needs  more  than  ever  pea- 
ce, security  and  internatio- 
nal cooperation.  Only  these 
will  provide  us  v^^ith  an  op- 
portu'nity  to  gear  our  eff- 
orts to  reach  our  common 
aims  and  work  for  the  so- 
und economic  and  social 
development  of  our  societ- 

ties. 

You  and  I  retur- 
ned    recently     from  New 

York  and  have  followed 
closely  the  meetings  of  the 
UN.  As  it  is  felt,  the  United 
Nations  Organization  unf- 
ortunately, has  lost  to  so- 
me extent  its  effectiveness 
and  I  believe  we  have  to 
search  for  the  cause  of  this 
state  of  affairs,  in  the  lack 
of  cooperation  betwecTi 
member  countries  in  so  far 
as  the  genuine  implemen- 
tation of  the  UN  Charter  is 
concerned.  I  am  of  the  op- 


inion that  it  IS  our  duty  and 

responsibility  to  bring  ab- 
out co'nditions  m  accordan 
ce  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Charter  to  enable  that  wo- 
rld organisation  to  concen- 
trate its  efforts  for  the  at- 
tainment of  its  lofty  aims 
of  maintaining  and  streng 
theni'ng  peace  and  securi- 
ty and  understanding  bet- 
ween member  countries 
who  possess  different  so- 
cial and  political  systems. 

Excellency,  may  I  once 
again  welcome  you  here 
in  Afghanistan  and  I  hope 
that  when  you  leave  this 
country  you  hold  pleasant 
memories  of  your  trip.  I 
thank  you  for  the  kind  in- 
vitation which  your  Excel- 
lency has  extended  to  nn 
and  I  am  looking  forward 
to  visit  your  great  country 
ilri  a  convenient  time. 

May  I  ask  you  all  to  join 
me  in  a  toast  to  the  friend- 
ship between  Afghanistan 
and  Mongolia,  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  President  of 
Mongolia  as  well  as  for 
your  excellency's  health 
and  the  progress  and  pros- 
perity of  the  two  friendly 
countries — Afghanistan  and 
Mongolia. 
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Mongolian  Foreign 
Minister's  speech 


Follovvi'ng  is  the  text  of 
the  speech  of  Mongolian  Fo- 
reign Minister's  speech  de- 
livered at  the  reception  held 

in  his  honour  by  Minister 
in-Charge    for  Foreign  Aff- 
airs Waheed  Abdullah  on 
October  27,  1977: 

Your     Excellency,  Mr. 
Minister, 

Ladies  a'nd  gentlemen, 

Permit  me  first  of  ail  to 
express  my  grateful  than- 
ks to  Your  Excellency  and 
to  your  Government  for 
the  kind  invitation  to  visit 
your  great  country  and  for 
the  warm  welcome  and 
hospitality  extended  to  me 
and  my  colleagues  accom- 
pa'nying  me. 

We  feel  very  honoured 
to  have  this  rare  opportu- 
nity of  coming  to  the  frien- 
dly Afghanistan — this  an- 
cient land  of  a  proud  and 
valiant  nation.  We  have  co- 
me here  with  a  message  of 
good  will,  solidarity  a'nd 
friendship  from  our  peo- 
ple. 

I  and  my  colleagues  look 
forward  to  acquainting  our- 
selves with  the  achievem- 
ents of  your  country's  mo- 
dern development  paving 
the  way  to  its  steady  social 
advancement  and  economic 
progress.  I  wish  to  say  he- 
re that  the  people  of  Mo'n- 


goiia  sincerely  rejoice  at 
the  successes  achieve^  by 
the  Government  and  people 
of  Afghanistan  in  the'r  en- 
deavour towards  these  ends. 

We  are  fully  aware  that 
this  visit  has  as  its  main 
task  the  further  cementing 
of  the  ties  of  friendship 
avid  cooperation  between 
our  two  countries  and  peo- 
ples. 

Our  two  peoples  have  ma- 
ny common  and  similar  ob- 
jectives which  they  have 
already  accomplished  or  are 
now  tackling  in  their  ind- 
ustrious w^ork  to  bring  ab- 
out a  happier  and  prosper- 
ous life. 

Mongolia  and  Afghanis- 
tan pursue  essentially  the 
same  international  policy 
dedicated  to  peace,  friend- 
ship and  cooperation  among 
nations  and  to  freedom, 
national  independence  and 
social  progress  of  all  peo- 
ples. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  th- 
at the  friendly  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries  ha- 
ve been  developing  so  suc- 
cessfully during  the  15  ye- 
ars since  they  were  given 
an  official  status. 

It  is  for  these  reasons 
too  that  our  talks  were  be- 
neficial and  fruitful  and 
they  will,  no  doubt,    give  a 
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new  impetus  to  the  coope- 
ration between  our  two  co- 
untries. 

Now  Mr.  Minister  you 
have  ju3t  given  a  short  ex- 
pose to  what  we  have  dealt 
with  at  our  talks  today  in 
the  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs.  So  I  will  not  rep- 
eat those  items,  just  I  want 
to  say  and  I  share  what 
you  have  said  about  our 
talks  today. 

In  co'nclusion,  I  wish  to 
sincerely  thank  Your  Ex- 
cellency for  the  friendly 
words  you  have  just  add- 
ressed to  my  people  and 
Government. 


May  I  propose  a  toast: 
— To  the  good  health  ol 
H.E.     Mr.  Mohammad  Da- 
oud,  President  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan; 

— To  Your  Excelle'ncy's 
good  health; 

— To  the  further  flouri- 
shing of  the  friendly  rela- 
tions between  Mongolia  and 
Afghanistan; 

To  the  Afghan  people 
and  to  the  progress  and 
prosperity  of  Afghanistan; 

—To  peace  and  security 
in  Asia  and  the  world  over, 

—To  the  health  of  all 
those  who  are  present  here. 
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The  Afghan  and  Mongolian  delegates  at  their  official  talks  held  at  the  Foreign 
Ministry. 


Minister  in-Charge  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  Mongol  'an  Foreign  Minister  shak- 
ing ha'nds  after  signing  the  cultural  agreement    betw  een  the  two  countries. 


Afghan  -  Mongolian 
Jo  in  I  commnnique 


Following  is  the  Afghan- 
Mongolian  joint  commu'n- 
ique  issued  at  the  end  of 
official  visit  to  Afghanistan 
of  the  Minister  for  For- 
eign Affairs  of  Mongolian 
People's  Republic: 

At  the  invitation  of  Mr. 
Waheed  Abdullah,  Minist- 
er m  Charge  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan,  His  Excellen- 
cy Mr.  Mangalyn  Dugersu- 
ren.  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  of  the  Mongolian 
People's  Republic  paid  an 
official  and  friendly  visit  to 
Afgha'nistan  from  Aqrab  4 
to  8,  1356  (October  26—30, 
1977). 

Mr.  Mohammad  Daoud, 
the  President  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Afghanistan  granted 
an  audience  to  the  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
Mongolian  People's  Repub- 
lic. During  the  audience 
His  Excellency  Mr.  Ma'ng- 
alyn  Dugersuren,  present- 
ed the  personal  message 
from  Yu.  Tsedenbal,  Ch- 
airman of  the  Presidium  of 
the  Great  People's  Khural 
of  the  Mongolian  People's 
Republic  to  the  President 


of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan. 

Mr.  Waheed  Abdullah, 
Mi'nister  in  Charge  of  For- 
eign Affairs  of  Afghanist- 
an and  His  Excellency  Mr. 
Mangalyn  Dugersuren,  Mi- 
nister for  Foreign  Affairs 
of  Mongolia  held  talks  on 
matters  pertaining  to  bila- 
teral relations  and  interna- 
tional issues  of  mutual  in- 
terest. These  talks  took 
place  in  an  atmosphere  of 
cordiality  and  friendship. 

The  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  of  the  Mo'ngolian 
People's  Republic  inform- 
ed the  Minister  in  Charge 
of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  of 
the  achievements  of  the 
Mongolian  people  in  the 
economic  and  cultural  fi- 
elds, and  of  the  principles 
and  tasks  of  the  foreign  po- 
Iky  of  the  Government  of 
the  Mongolian  People's  Re- 
public aimed  at  strengthen- 
ing the  causes  of  world 
peace,  national  independ- 
ence and  social  progress. 

The  Mongolian  Minister 
highly  appraised  the  active 
foreign  policy  of  the  Repu- 


344 


blic  of  Afghanistan  in  pur- 
suit of  the  principles  of 
non-alignment,  promotion 
of  international  cooperati- 
on and  the  promotion  of 
world  peace  and  stability. 
He  expressed  his  high  app- 
reciation of  the  progress 
and  achievements  in  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  at- 
tained since  the  establishm- 
ent of  the  Republican  Re- 
gime under  the  leadership 
of  Mr.  Mohammad  Daoud. 

The  two  sides  noted 
with  satisfaction  that  the 
amicable  relations  between 
the  two  countries,  based  on 
the  principles  of  equality, 
mutual  respect  for  their 
sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence and  non-interference 
in  the  internal  affairs  of 
each  other,  are  developing 
steadily. 

Exchanging  views  on  the 
development  of  relations 
between  the  two  countries 
both  sides  were  mutually 
desirous  for  the  further 
expansion  of  the  existing 
ties  between  both  countr- 
ies. 

The  two  sides  paid  close 
attention  to  the  general  sit- 
uation in  Asia.  They  atta- 
ched importance  to  furth- 
ei'  strengthening  of  peace 
and  stability  and  prom.oting 
mutually  beneficial  econo- 
mic cooperation  among  the 
states  of  Asia. 

Both  sides  appreciating 
the  efforts  towards  the 
intensification  of  the  pro- 
cess of  the  relaxation  of  in- 


ternational tensions,  belie- 
ved that  in  order  to  make 

detente  a  continued  favour- 
able tendency  in  the  deve- 
lopment of  international 
relations,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  current  efforts 
should  be  intensified  to 
spread  detente  to  all  reg- 
ions of  the  world  so  as  to 
positively  respond  to  the 
aspirations  and  needs  of 
whole  of  mankind  and  that 
all  states  both  big  and  small 
shall  participate  in  such 
process  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing. 

Reviewing  the  situation 
in  the  Middle  East  the  two 
sides  expressed  their  con- 
cern at  the  continuing  cri- 
sis there  and  stated  that  a 
just  and  lasting  peace  can 
only  be  attained  in  the  Mid- 
dle East  through  the  com- 
plete withdrawal  of  Israel 
from  all  the  occupied  Ar- 
ab territories  and  the  res- 
toration of  the  inalienable 
rights  of  the  Palestinian 
people,  including  their  ri- 
ght to  establish  their  own 
national  state.  In  this  con- 
nection the  two  sides  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  ef- 
forts aimed  at  an  early 
convening  of  the  Geneva 
Peace  Conference,  with  full 
participation  of  the  Pales- 
tine Liberation  Organisa- 
tion would  succeed. 

Both  sides  expressed  their 
support  for  the  efforts  aim- 
ed at  general  and  comp- 
lete disarmament,  includ- 
ing nuclear  disarmament, 
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u'ader  effective  internation- 
al control.  They  considered 
that  despite  international 
efforts  made  and  limited 
steps  taken  towards  gene- 
ral and  complete  disarma- 
ment, arms  race  has  con- 
tinued posing  a  threat  to 
world  peace  and  security. 
They  voiced    the  opinion 
that  the  sumg  released  by 
disarmament  could  be  uti- 
lized for  further  accelera- 
ting the  development  pro- 
cess of  the  developing  co- 
untries in    particular  and 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind 
as  a  whole.  They  further 
expressed  the    hope  that 
the  convening  of  a  special 
session  of  the  United  Na- 
tions    General  Assembly 
devoted  to  disarmament  in 
1978,  would  provide  a  fo- 
rum for    taking  effective 
measures  towards  the  att- 
ainment of     general  and 
complete  disarmament  and 
that  a  more  favourable  cli- 
mate would    be  provided 
for  convening  a  world  con- 
ference on  disarmament. 

Both  sides  shared  the 
view  that  the  non-aligned 
movement  represents  an 
important  and  positive  fac- 
tor in  international  rela- 
tions promoting  peace  and 
cooperation  among  states. 

Both  sides  reaffirmed  th- 
eir firm  opposition  to  apart- 
heid, racial  discrimination, 
colonial  domination  every- 
where and  stressed  that 
the  current  efforts  should 
be  intensified    to  speed  up 


the  process  of  decoloniza- 
tion. They  pledged  their 
support  for  and  solidarity 
with  the  peoples  of  South 
Africa,  Namibia  and  Zim- 
babwe in  their  struggle 
against  colonial  dominati- 
on and  the  abhorrent  po- 
licies of  apartheid  and  rac- 
icil  discrimination,  continu- 
ed occupation  of  Namibia 
by  the  racist  government 
of  South  Africa  and  against 
the  racist  illegal  white  mi- 
nority regime  of  Southern 
Rhodesia. 

Both  sides  reaffirmed 
the  faith  of  their  respec- 
tive peoples  and  governm- 
ents to  the  purposes  and 
principles  of  the  United 
Nations  Charter  and  em- 
phasised the  necessity  of 
further  strengthening  the 
role  of  the  United  Nations, 
as  an  indispensible  instru- 
ment for  maintaining  world 
peace  and  security. 

Both  sides,  recognizing 
the  particular  problems 
and  the  special  needs  of 
the  developing  land-locked 
states,  resulting  from  th- 
eir disadvantaged  geogra- 
phical situation^  stressed 
that  measures  already  ta- 
ken in  favour  of  these  co- 
untries be  implemented 
without  delay  and  additi- 
onal measures  aimed  at  pro- 
viding further  facilities  to 
this  effect  in  favour  of 
these  countries  to  be  adop- 
ted by  states. 

Both  sides  reviewing  the 
current  international  eco- 
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noinic  situation  expressed 
their  concern  at  the  slow 
progress  in  the  efforts  aim- 
ed at  the  restructuring  of 
the  international  econo- 
mic relatio'ns.  They  expres- 
ses hope  that  in  a  spirit  of 
understanding  and  coope- 
ration measures  would  be 
adopted  with  a  view  to  es- 
tablishing a  new  interna- 
tional economic  order  ba- 
sed o'n  justice  and  equity. 
Tn  this  connection  they  em- 
phasised that  in  any  future 
efforts  which  may  be  envi- 
saged in  this  regard  all  le- 
vels of  economic  develop- 
ment should  be  represented 
so  as  to  secure  tangible  re- 
sults. 

Both  sides  desiring  the 
expansion  and  strengthen- 
ing Of  the  cultural  ties  be- 
tween the  two  countries, 
signed  an  Agreement  of 
Cultural  Cooperation  bet- 
ween the  Governments  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanis- 
tan and  the  Mongolian  Peo- 
ple's Republic.  This  Agree- 
ment was  signed  by  Mr. 
Waheed  Abdullah,  the  Mi- 
nister in  Charge  of  For- 
eign Affairs  of  Afghanis- 
tan atid  His  Excellency  Mr. 


Mangalyn  Dugersuren,  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
of  Mongolia. 

The  two  sides  shared  the 
opinion  that  the  present 
visit  of  the  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Mon- 
golian People's  Republic 
to  the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan and  talks  held  dur- 
ing this  visit  will  contribute 
to  the  further  development 
of  the  friendly  relations 
between  Afghanistan  and 
Mongolia. 

The  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  of  the  Mongolian 
People's  Republic,  His  Ex- 
cellency Mr.  M.  Dugersur- 
en, expressed  his  gratitude 
to  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  Afghanistan  for  the 
warm  welcome  and  hospi- 
tality extended  to  him  and 
his  party  during  the  visit. 

The  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  of  the  Mongolian 
People's  Republic  invited 
the  Minister  in  Charge  of 
Foreign  Affairs  of  Afgha- 
nistan to  pay  an  official  and 
friendly  visit  to  the  Mon- 
golian People's  Republic 
at  his  convenience.  The  in- 
vitation was  accepted  with 
thanks. 
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Presentation  of 
credentials 


President  of  the    Repu  blic  Mohammad  Daoud   acc       epting  the  credentials  of 
new  Bangladesh  Envoy    to    Afghanistan  C.  M.  Mursh  ed  at  the  Presidential  Pala- 
ce on  February  27,  1977. 


New  Ambassador 
ting  his  credentials  to 


of  I  ndia  to  Afghanistan  Shilendra  Kumar  Singh  presen- 
President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  at  the  Presid- 


ential Palace  on  March   7,  1977. 


Non-resident  Ambassador  of  Denmark  to  Afghanistan  Troelg  Munksgaard 
Mu'nk  presenting  his  cred  entials  to  President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Da- 
Gud  at  the  Presidential  Palace  on  March  12,  1977. 


V 

President  of  the    Republic  Mohammad  Daoud   accepts  the  credentials  of  new 
Greek  non-resident    Envoy     to  Kabul  Panagiotis  G.  Scalieris  on  April  4,  1977. 


Preside'nt  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  accepting  the  credentials  of 
the  Ambassador  of  Democratic  People's  Republic  of  Korea  in  Kabul  Kim  Ryo 
Gon  at  the  Presidential  Palace  on  May  8,  1977. 


President  of  the  Repu bJic  Mohammad  Daoud  accepting  the  credentials  of 
Non-resident  Ambassador  of  Cuba  to  Kabul  Dr.  Jose  Lopez  Sanchez  at  the  Pre- 
sidential Palace  on  May  3,  1977. 


President    of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  acce  pting  the  credentials  of  new 
Iraqi  Envoy  to  Kabul  Kader  Al-Shawi  at  the  Presideucial  Palace  on  Aug.  4,  1977. 


President    of  the    Republic     Mohammad     Daoud  accepting    the  credentials 
of  the  Ambassador  of  the  People's    Republic  of  China  to  Kabul    Huang  Ming- 
ta    at  the    Presidential  Palace  on  September  21  1977. 


President    of    the  Republic    Mohammad  Daoud    accepting  the  credentials 

of  non-resident  Ambassador  of  Canada  to  Afghanistan  William  Frank  Stone  at 
the  Presidential    Palace  on  Sept.  24,  1977. 

©  , ^'  ' 


President  Mohammad  D  aoud  accepting  the  credentials  of  non-resident  Ambas- 
sador of  Philippines  to  Kabul  R.S.  Busuego  at  the  Pres  idential  Palace  on    Nov.  6, 
1977. 


President  of  the  Repub  lie  Mohammad  Daoud    accepts  the  creaenuais  oi  me 


new  Dutch  Envoy  to  Kabul 
lace  on  Nov.  30,  1977. 


Campagne  Willy  Silvio  Julion  at  the  Presidential  Pa- 


President  of  the  Repub  lie  Mohammad  Daoud  shak  ing  ha'nds  with  non-resident 
Envoy  of  Belgium  to  Kabul  Marcel  Van  de  Kerckhove  at  the  Presidential  Palace 
on  Dec.  18,  1977. 


ffalieed  Abdullah's 
speech  at  Islamic 
conference 


Following  is  a  statement 
by  Waheed  Abdullah  Mini- 
ster in  Charge  for  Foreign 
Affairs  of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  and  head  of 
the  Afghan  delegation  to 
the  8th  Conference  of  the 
Foreig'n  Ministers  of  Islamic 
Countries  in  Tripoli: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Excellen- 
cies, distinguished  delegates. 

May  I  begin  by  paying 
tribute  once  again  to  His 
Excellency  Muammar— Qa- 
dafi,  the  distinguished  lea- 
der of  the  Socialist  People's 
Lybian  Arab  Jamahiriya  on 
his  magnificent  dnaugural 
address.  His  words  of  wisd- 
om lis  not  only  a  source  of 
inspiration  to  us  all,  but 
establishes  solid  guidelines 
for  future  programmes  and 
actions. 

In  expressing  our  gratit- 
ude to  the  People  and  Go- 
vernment of  Lybiia  for  the- 
ir kind  invitation  to  hold, 
the  Eighth  Conference  of 
the  Foreign  Ministers  of 
the  Islamic  Countries  tin  the 
beautiful  and  charming  city 
of  Tripoli,  my  delegation 
would  like  to  expti^SG^^  >§!ts 


heartfelt  appreciation  for 
the  overwhelming  hospitali- 
ty, accorded  us  since  our 
arrival. 

Mr.  Chairman, 

It  is  indeed  a  great  hono- 
ur to  join  those  who  have 
preceded  me  in  expressiing 
my  delegation's  sincere  co- 
ngratulations on  your  well 
deserved  election  to  the  Ch- 
airmanship of  this  confere- 
nce. 

Your  untiring  ^^f forts  and 
keen  interest  in  the  work  of 
this  important  organisation 
coupled  with  your  high  qu- 
alities of  statesmanship  gi- 
ve us  every  reason  to  belie- 
ve that  under  your  leaders- 
hip this  conference  shall 
successfully  carry  out  its 
mandate. 

Mr.  Chairman^ 

It  is  opportune  at  this 
juncture  to  extend  our  app- 
reciation to  our  distinguish- 
ed Secretary  General  and 
members  of  the  Secretariat 
for  their  efforts  and  dedica- 
tion to  the  cause  of  Islamic 
solidarity.        -  - 

Mr.  CMirmA':'^^^ 
^  This  dorif ef efiice  assumes 
^i)^rtiicurdr  importance  as 
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it  is  convened  at  a  time  wh- 
en significant  political  and 
economic  dvelopments  aie 
taking  place  within  the  in- 
ternational community. 

It  is  imperative,  more  th- 
an ever,  that  we  intensify 
our  efforts  and  consolidate 
our  positions  to  secure  a 
better  deal  for  our  people, 
and  create  conditions  where 
all  nations  can  live  togeth- 
er in  peace  and  harmony. 

The  sacred  Islamic  princi- 
ples of  equity  and  brother- 
hood shall  be  our  guiding 
force.  These  have  been  the 
principles,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  which  we  in  Afghanistan 
have  closely  adhered  to  in 
creating  conditions  for  the 
social  and  economic  prog- 
ress of  our  people  and  for 
guiding  us  in  our  relations 
with  others. 

The  year  that  passed  scn- 
ce  we  last  met  in  Istanbul 
marked  great  land-  marks 
in  Afghan  history.  The  cons- 
titution of  our  young  Repu- 
blic was  promulgated  and 
in  accordance  with  its  dem- 
ocratic principles  ail  Afgh- 
ans have  equal  opportunity 
to  constructively  participa- 
te  in  the  social,  political 
and  economic  life  of  their 
nation  and  to  strive  together 
for  its  development  and 
prosperity. 

The  traditional  policy  of 
non — alignment  of  the  Rep- 
ublic of  Afghanistan,  based 
upon  the  principles  of  frien- 
dship^ mutual  |i  derstand- 
ing  and  respect  for  the  fr- 
eedom and  independence  cf 


all  people  and  nations,  and 
the  independent  judgement 
of  all  i'nternational  issues 
On  their  individual  merits^ 
has  once  again  been  conf- 
irmed by  Our  Grand  Natitm- 
al  Assembly,  as  the  main 
guidelines  of  Afghan  Fore- 
ign Policy.  The  year  also 
witnessed  the  adoption  of 
Afghanistan's  first  Seven 
Year  Development  Plan. 
The  aims  and  objectives  of 
this  plan  is  to  utilise  the 
nation'3  human  and  mater- 
ial resources  in  a  manner 
that  would  provide  for  the 
social  and  economic  grow- 
th and  progress  of  the  Af- 
ghan people.  Afghanistan 
would  wholeheartedly  wel- 
come and  appreciate  tech- 
nical and  financial  assista- 
nce from  friendly  Muslim 
brothers  in  the  implemen- 
tation of  its  Seven  Year 
Development  Plan 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Despite  the  repeated  con- 
cern shown  by  the  Islamic 
countries,  and  all  peace  lov- 
ing nations,  there  has  been 
little  progress  made  in  eas- 
ing tensions  and  removing 
conflicts  which  endanger 
world  peace  and  security. 

When  speaking  of  such 
issues  the  plight  of  the  Pa- 
lestinian people  and  the 
Middle  East  conflict,  racial 
discrimination^  colonialism 
and  aline  domination  are 
foremost  on  our  minds  and 
conscience. 

Though  the  stand  of  the 
Afghan  delegation  with  res- 
pect to  these  problems  are 
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Weil  kn»wn  to  all,  we  nev- 
ertheless consider  it  our  du- 
ty to  reiterate  our  position 
at  all  intematioual  gather- 
ings in  the  knowledge  that 
our  collective  voice  procla^ 
iming  truths  which  are  sejf- 
evident  and  inescapable 
wiD  bring  moral  pressure 
to  bear  on  those  that  at 
present  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
world  public  opinion. 

The  Middle — ^East  crisis, 
Mr.  Chairman,  will  not  be 
resolved  as  long  as  Israel 
persists  in  its  policy  of  agg- 
ression and  refusal  to  recog- 
nize the  fundamental  rig- 
hts of  the  Palestinian  people 
ensured  by  international  la- 
ws and  the  universal  Dec- 
laration of  Human  Rights. 

A  pennanent  and  just  so- 
lution to  the  Middle  East 
problems  can  only  be  ach- 
ieved by  the  withdrawal  of 
Israel  and  the  return  of  all 
occupied  Arab  territories, 
including  the  return  of  the 
Holy  City  of  Jerusalem  to 
Arab  Sovereignty  and  re- 
cognition and  restoration 

on  the  legitimate  right  of 
the  Palestinian  people. 

This  conference  offers  a 
strong  platform  for  project- 
ing our  census  and  our  sta- 
nd to  the  international  coin- 
munity  on  these  premises 
as  essential  requisites  for  a 
just  and  peaceful  settle- 
ment 

Stalemate  a  ad  delay  in 
the  implementation  of  Un- 
ited  Nations,  and  other  re- 
levant resolutions  adopted 
at  international  level  can 
only  lead  to  increased  tens- 
ions in  the  region  and  co- 


nstitutes a  serious  threat  to 
international  peace  and  sec- 
urity. 

The  other  problem  whi- 
ch has  kept  our  minds  is 
the  questtton  of  Cyprus.  In 
this  regard  I  would  like  to 
state  that  Afghanistan  reit- 
erates its  support  of  the  le- 
gitimate aspiration  of  our 
brothers  the  Turkish  Moslem 
Community  of  Cyprus,  and 
hopes  that  the  present  dia- 
logue between  the  two  co- 
mmunities continue  until 
our  Muslim  brothers  acqu- 
ire their  legitimate  right 
fully,  and  live  in  peace  and 
equality  in  their  homeland. 

Mr.  Chairman, 

When  speaking  of  colon- 
ialism we  speak  of  a  pheno- 
menon which  engenders  sit- 
uations that  are  abhorant 
to  the  human  conscience, 
and  in  direct  contradiction 
of  international  norms  and 
laws  whose  principal  aims 
are  the  establishment  and 
preservation  of  internation- 
al peace  and  security. 

Afghanistan  has  always 
supported  the  just  struggle 
of  people  everywhere  aga- 
inst colonialism  and  alien 
domination  and  the  realisa- 
tion  of  their  righ's  to  self- 
determination.  We  have  ne- 
ver failed  to  support  the  le- 
gitimate causes  of  the 
tional  liberation  movemen- 
ts in  Africa  and  their  fight 
against  racial  discriminat- 
ion and  segregation  in  the 
continent.  We  shall  not  re- 
st until  Africa  has  expelled 
the  last  remnants  and  ves- 
tiges of  colonialism. 
MR.  CHAIRMAN 
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We  are  drawn  together 
by  strong  spiritual  ties  of 
our  sacred  faith  and  have 
witnessed  during  the  rela- 
tively short  period  sitice  our 
organisations'  inception  the 
great  potential  that  these  ti- 
es hold  for  the  socio-econom- 
ic benefit  and  progress  of 
Our  people  when  embodied 
into  material  shape  through 
constructive  and  effective 
cooperation. 

We  believe  that  our  sacr- 
ed religion  has  guided  us 
and  has  made  it  imperative 
to  all  of  us  to  observe  stric- 
tly its  profound  principles 
as  sources  of  inspiration  for 
the  conduct  of  the  social, 
legal,  cultural  and  other  as- 
pects of  our  life 

On  the  basis  of  these  pr- 
inciples, and  in  accordance 
with  the  teaching  of  its  gr- 
eat Prophet  "peace  be  upon 
him''  who  has  always  cond- 
emned oppression  and  tyr- 
anny and  has  proclaimed 
justice,  freedom,  realism, 
equality  and  brotherhood  as 
pillars  of  human  happiness 
and  prosperity,  Afghanist- 
an has  always  been  and  con- 
tinues to  be  one  of  the  most 
ardent  and  sincere  advocate 
of  the  unity  and  solidarity 
of  the  Islamic  world 

Therefore  the  delegation 
of  Afghanistan  attaches  the 
greatest  importance  to  co- 
operation between  Islamic 
countries,  for  the  majority 
of  them  face  similar  econo- 
mic problems  and  continu- 
ing development  efforts  to 
raise  the  standard  of  living 
of  their  people  and  to  stren- 


gthen th^ir  economic  activi- 
ties. We  hold  the  promise 
that  the  Muslim  World  mu- 
st not  exist  half  rich  and 
half  poor  and  ecpnomic  po- 
licies formulated  by  ,  the  Is- 
lamic Conference  must  en- 
sure all  Islamic  countries 
the  opportunities  to  partici- 
pate in  equal  deveslppment. 
In  doing  so  great  attention 
rnust  be  given  to  those  cate- 
gories of  countries  which 
are  confronted  with  seBpus 
economic  problpms  apd  set- 
backs that  emanate  from 
their  disadvantageous  geo- 
graphical location  and  fall- 
ing within  the  category  of 
least  developed  and  most 
seriously  affected  group  of 
countries.  The  economic  pro- 
gress of  these  countries  in 
particular  are  hindered  by 
lack  of  standafdisecf '  tran- 
sit facilities,  high  cost  of 
transport  arid  services,  as 
well  as  accelerated  rise  in 
the  price  of  manufactured 
goods. 

To  mitigate  the  particular 
problems  of  the  land-locked 
least  developed  countries, 
to  which  Afghanistan  also 
belongs,  various  measures 
have  been  taken  by  the  Uni- 
ted Nations  such  as  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  land- 
locked Fund,  the  statute  of 
which  has  already  been  iad- 
opted  with  the  aim  of  ren- 
dering it  operational  before 
the  end  of  1977. 

It  is  with  dismay  and  con- 
cern that  we  note  however 
that  this  will  not  b6  the 
case  in  view  of  the  lack  of 
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interest  demonstrated  by 
the  industrialised  nations 
and  those  in  the  position  to 
do  so,  in  acquidaag  member- 
ship to  the  Board  and  mak- 
ing generous  Contributions 
to  the  fund. 

Mr.  Chairman, 

The  Seventh  Foreign  Mi- 
nisters Confer#ioe  of  the 
Islamic  Countries  in  Istan- 
bul adopted  a  resolution 
which  called  for  a  study  of 
the  particular  problems  en- 
countered by  the  Land-Loc- 
ked  Islamic  Countries,  Per- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution 
the  distinguished  Secret- 
ary General  of  .the  Organis- 
ation recently  dispatched 
missions  to  all  land-locked 
members  to  conduct  a  study 
of  their  problems  and  to 
submit  their  report  to  the 
economic  expert  group.  My 
delegation  draws  attenltion 
to  the  recommendations  co- 
ntained in  the  Expert  Co- 
mittee  report  and  urges  the 
conference  to  make  every 
effort  to  ensure  implemen- 
tation of  these  proposals 
and  recommendations. 

At  the  international  level 
though  there  has  been  a 
growing  awareness  pf  the 
inter dependen|f  of  the  wo- 
rld economy  and  recogniti- 
on of  the  pr^ent  inequa- 
tible  world  economic  order 
and  that  it  must  be  restru- 
ctured to  enable  the  deve- 


loping  countries  to  gain  th- 
eir proper  share  in  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  world  eco- 
nomy. 

The  disappointing  outco- 
me of  UNCTAD  IV  was  yet 
another  serious  blow  sust- 
ained by  the  developing  co- 
untries. The  present  state 
of  affairs  can  only  perpetu- 
ate the  disparity  between 
the  technically  advanced  na- 
tions and  the  developing 
countries,  and  constitutes 
an  ever  present  threat  to 
world  peace.  We  should 
continue  in  our  efforts  to 
bring  pressure  upon  the  ad- 
vanced nations  to  recognise 
their  moral  obligations  in 
rectifying  the  present  eco- 
nomic desparities  and  un- 
balance. 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Our  meeting  heralds  new 
horizons  of  solidarity  bet- 
ween Islamic  people  and 
the  realisation  of  their  as- 
pirations to  freedom,  pro- 
gress and  prosperity.  We 
must  not  lose  sight  of  our 
responsibilities  in  attaining 
our  common  goal  of  find- 
ing practical  solutions  for 
problems  confronting  our 
times  and  creating  condi- 
tions for  peace  and  progr- 
ess not  only  for  followers 
of  our  common  faith,  but 
for  all  humanity. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman 
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Waheed  Abdullah'^s 
interview    with  AFP 

correspondent 

^   -   ^  ' 


Following  is  the  transcr- 
iption of  an  interview  gran- 
ted by  Waheed  Abdullah, 
the  Minister  in  Charge  for 
Foreign  Affairs  to  AFP  cor- 
respondent Jean  Francois 
Pierre  Maril-Le  Mounier 
on  July  21,  1977  in  Kabul: 

Question:  The  President 
of  the  Repubhc  of  Afgha- 
nistan, Mohammad  Daoud, 
in  his  recent  speech  add- 
ressed to  the  nation  of  Af- 
ghanistan stated  very  clear- 
ly that  what  has  happened 
in  Pakistan  is  an  internal 
affair  of  that  country. 

Afghanistan  has  former- 
ly carried  out  a  series  of 
talks  on  solution  of  the 
Pashtunistan  issue  with  Pa- 
kistan. What  will  be  the 
future  of  these  talks? 

Do  you  perceive  the  rec- 
ent events  in  Pakistan  as  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  nor- 
malisation with  that  coun- 
try? What  conditions  are 
considered  as  essential  by 
the  government  of  Afghan- 
istan for  resumption  of  ta- 
lks? 

Answer:  As  the  Presid- 
ent of  the  Republic  stated 


in  his  message  addressed  to 
the  nation,  what  has  occur- 
red in  Pakistan,  is  really  an 
internal  affair  of  that  co- 
untry. In  regard  to  relati- 
ons of  Afghanistan  with 
Pakistan  I  assure  you  that 
both  sides  have  agreed  to 
maintain  and  respect  the 
spirit  of  Kabul. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to 
begin  talks  with  a  person 
other  than  Bhutto? 

A.  I  do  not  think  talks 
would  be  possible  at  this 
time.  As  you  said  yourself 
elections  will  be  held  in 
October.  We  wish  to  see 
which  side  will  win  the  ele- 
ctions and  form  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Q.  In  any  event  are  you 
prepared  to  enter  into  new 
talks? 

A.  This  is  the  basic  poli- 
cy of  Afghanistan  to  hold 
talks  for  securing  an  hono- 
urable solution. 

Q.  After  the  elections  are 
held,  will  you  be  awaiting 
a  sign  from  Pakist an  for  the 
resumption  of  talks,  beca- , 
use  contacts  were  establi- 
shed between  Mr.  Moham- 
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mad  Daoud  and  Mr.  Bhutto. 
They  saw  each  other,  and 
came  to  know  each  other. 
Mr.  Bhutto  came  to  Kabul 
twice.  Mr.  Mohammad  Da- 
oud went  to  Islamabad.  How 
will  the  talks  be  continued 
at  previous  level,  or  at  first 
at  commission  level? 

A.  At  this  stage  it  is  too 
soon  to  comment. 

Q.  Just  that  you  are  pre- 
pared for  talks? 

A.  Peaceful  talks  is  the 
basic  policy  of  Afghanistan. 

Q.  You  know  that  the 
new  ruler  of  Pakistan  Gen. 
Ziaul  Haq  has  declared  th- 
at he  will  abolish  all  spe- 
cial courts  except  the  spe- 
cial court  in  Haiderabad 
where  Wali  Khan  is  being 
tried.  What  is  your  view 
on  this  matter?  Do  you 
consider  this  as  an  unfrien- 
dly move  towards  Afghan- 
istan? 

A.  This  subject  is  also  of 
interest  to  us.  Because  the 
details  of  this  decision  are 
pot  at  my  disposal,  unfortu 
nately,  I  am  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  comment  upon  it. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  last 
visit  by  Mr.  Bhutto  to  Ka- 
bul the  newspapers  in  Pa 
kistan  published  a  news  it- 
em stating  that  Afghanis* 
tan  had  deployed  troops  at 
the  border.  Later  this  news 
was  officially  denied  by  Pa- 
kistani authorities.  Do  you 
consider  this  chapter  clos- 
ed? 

A.  We  also  officially  re- 
jected this  news.  As  this  was 


a  false  and  meaningless 
accusation  that  was  reject- 
ed officially  by  both  sides, 
we  consider  this  chapter  as 
closed. 

Q.  Of  all  the  countries 

that  offer  assistance  to  Af- 
ghanistan it  seems  the  Arab 
world  and  particularly  me- 
mber countries  of  OPEC 
have  a  very  small  share 
in  this  assistance.  What  is 
the  reason?  Do  you  welco- 
me assistance  from  these 
countries? 

A.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Arab  world,  and  countries 
members  of  the  OPEC  have 
given  considerable  assista- 
nce to  Afghanistan  for  wh- 
ich we  are  thankful. 

Q.  Can  you  elaborate  a 
little? 

A.  Iran,  Saudi  Arabia, 
Kuwait  and  Iraq  have  gi- 
ven much  assistance  to  Af- 
ghanistan. 

Q.  Has  there  been  a  fall 
in  the  assistance  of  the 
Arab  world  especially  Sau- 
di Arabia  which  has  very 
close  relations  with  Pakis- 
tan? 

A.  Our  bilateral  relations 
with  the  Arab  world  is  not 
a  new  element.  These  re- 
lations are  recorded  in  the 
annals  of  history.  We  have 
always  suppoirted  the  cause 
of  our  Arab  brothers  with 
regard  to  issue  of  Pales- 
tine and  the  Arab  territor- 
ies in  international  forums. 
This  is  the  basic  policy  of 
Afghanistan. 

Q.  The  President  of  the 
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Republic  of  Afghanistan  has 
travelled  little  outside  the 
region. 

I  have  heard  that  a  num- 
ber of  invitations  for  offi- 
cial visits  remain  pending. 
Is  there  any  programme  for 
visits  abroad  in  tJie  near  fu- 
ture? 

A.  It  is  true  that  a  num- 
r  ber  of  invitations  have  not 
been  fulfilled  yet.  The  re- 
ason is  that  last  year,  and 
this  year,  were  busy  years 
for  the  the  Republican  re- 
gime. 

Drafting  and  promulgati- 
on of  the  Constitution  and 
a  number  of  other  laws,  in- 
cluding the  Civil  and  the 
Penal  Codes,  and  drafting 
and  promulgation  of  the 
Charter  of  the  National 
Revolution  Party,  and 
some  other  business, 
kept  the  President  bu- 
sy and  in  the  coun- 
try. I  am  sure  that  as  soon 
as  an  opportunity  becomes 
available^  he  will  visit  the 
.  friendly  countries  which 
have  invited  him. 

Q.  Can  you  mention  any 
.  date? 

A.  He  may  not  be  able  to 
travel  abroad  until  the  end 
of  tjiis  year  because  he  is 
very  busy,  he  may  be  able 
to  do  so  next  year. 

Q,  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  one  of  your  frien- 
dly neighbours,  namely 
Iran,  resorted  to  expelling 
Afghan  workers  from  its 
soil.  Some  of  these  workers 
were  also  tried.  It  is  said 
that  perhaps  Iran  vdshes 


to,  thereby,  show  an  inte- 
rest for  adoption  of  better 
regulations  regarding  mo- 
vement of  Afghan  dtibiens 
along  the  border.  What  is 
your  position  as  regards 
emigration  of  Afghjans? 
What  do  you  propose  to  do, 
and  how  many  Afghan  citi- 
zens work  outside  tfaeif 
country? 

A.  This  is  not  true  that 
Iran  wishes  to  expell  all 
Afghan  citizens.  Afghan  wo- 
rkers also  work  in  the  Gulf 
states.  We  are  in  the  process 
of  formulating  regulations 
in  order  to  regulate  the 
movement  of  Afghan  wor- 
kers. 

Q.  Will  this  be  on  the  ba- 
sis of  bilateral  agreements? 

A.  This  is  being  studied 
by  the  government;  we  are 
working  on  it  because  non- 
existence of  regulations  cr- 
eate problems. 

Q.  How  many  Afghan 
workers  are  there? 

A.  No  body  has  statistics. 
It  is  difficult  to  estimate 
(Continued  from  page  1) 
the  numbers.  They  come 
and  go  in  the  form  of  a 
continuous  movement.  I  can 
not  even  give  you  a  rou- 
gh estimate.  But  as  I  said, 
the  relative  regulations  arc 
unde  the  study  of  the  go- 
vern .lent. 

Q  Do  you  have  any  pro- 
blems with  countries  where 
Afghans  have  emigrated  to 
and  work? 

A.  This  is  not  emigration, 
it  is  a  periodic  movement, 
th^y  go  and  come  back. 
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Q.  May  I  ask  you  who 
are  a  member  of  the  cabi- 
net, what  is  the  real  positi- 
on with  regard  to  the  estab- 
lisbmetit  of  the  National 
Revolution  Party,  and  the 
appointment  of  one 
vice  president  or  more  th- 
an one  vice  presidents?  Has 
aiiy  progress  been  made  in 
this  respect? 

A.  Certainly  you  have  re- 
ad the  Constitution  in  whi- 
ch the  National  Revolution 
Party  has    been  explained. 

The  President  of  the  Re- 
public in  his  speech  at  the 
Loy a  Jirgah  (Grand  Ass- 
embly) which  approved  the 
Constitution,  gave  ample 
explanation  about  the  par- 
ty- , 

Q.  When  will  the  pa- 
rty be  established? 

A.  The  President  of  the 
Republic  in  hi^  speech  on 
the  occasion  of  Republic 
Dav  piroclaimed  the  enf- 
orcement of  the  charter  of 
the  partv.  This  charter  will 
be  published, 

0.  Will  there  be  one  or 
m^ore  than  one  vice-presid- 
enjs  annointed? 

A.  This  is  somethinsf  for 
future:  and. the  Constitution 
has  gr^pted  the  authority 
to  df  dde  on  this  matter  to 
the  President  of  the  Repu- 
blic. 

J?^^^^  of  the 

^Bemiblic  Mohammad  Da- 
oud  in  his  messasre  addres- 
sed to  the  nation  of  Af f^ha- 
nistan  once  asrain  has  refer- 
red  to  subversive  elements 


who  are  bent  on  disturbing 
stability  in  the  country.  Do- 
these  elements,  in  your  vi- 
ew, expect  support  from 
foreign  countries,  and  are 
they  really  being  helped? 
1  have  heard  that  these  are 
extremist  elements  from 
left  and  right.  Is  this  true? 

A.  You  know  that  in  most 
countries  of  the  world 
self-interested  political  and 
ideological  tendencies  ex- 
ist. But  as  Mohammad  Da- 
oud,  the  President  of  the 
Republic,  has  said,  I  wish 
to  add  that  the  State  of 
Afghanistan  will  not  toler- 
ate any  kind  of  provocati- 
ons, and  extremism  which 
will  disturb  stability  and 
order  in  the  country. 

Q.  What  is  the  role  of 
ideolosrv  in  the  policy  of 
Afghanistan?  From  where 
the  National  Revolution 
Party  draws  its  inspiration? 

A.  The  ideolosfy  of  this 
party  draws  its  inspiration 
from  the  President  of  the 
Renublic.  and  from  his  sp- 
eech in  Herat,  which  I  do 
not  know  if  you  have  read 
it. 

0.  Mav  T  ask  you,  as  a 
Der«:on  who  he^ds  the  in- 
ternational affairs  of  a  de- 
velom'nsf  conntrv  that  in 
your  view  what  will  be  the 
issues  which  these  countr- 
ies face,  in  the  course  of 
next  several  years?  Will 
this  is:sne  be  the  North- 
Sonth  dialofifue,  or  elimin- 
ation of  remnants  of  colon- 
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ialism,  particularly  in  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  bor- 
ders of  states;  will  this  be 
the  conclusion  of  more  fa- 
vourable trade  agreements 
between  the  rich  and  the 
poor  countries,  or  easing  of 
tension  between  the  two 
super  powers? 

A.  The  gap  between  the 
rich  and  the  poor  countries, 
is  a  cause  for  concern  to 
us  and  to  the  group  of  the 
developing  countries. 

Q.  Which  one  of  the  is- 
sues is  important,  in  your 
view? 

A.  All  that  you  mention- 
ed, i.e.  the  North-South 
dialogue,  elimination  of 
remnants      of  colonialism 


particularly  in  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  borders  of 
states,  conclusion  of  more 
favourable  trade  agreem- 
ents between  the  poor  and 
rich  countries,  easing  of 
tension  between  the  two  su- 
perpowers, are  very  impo- 
atant  to  us.  But  for  the  th- 
ird world  countries,  the  ec- 
onomic crisis  stemming 
from  the  prevailing  world 
economic  situation  is  of 
greatest  importance.  It  is 
my  hope  that,  one  day,  both 
sides,  i.e.  the  rich  and  the 
poor  countries^  will  realise 
the  fact  that  there  is  no 
other  way  than  understand- 
ing between  them. 


"■or; 


W.  Ahdullah^s  speech 
at  VIS  General  Assembly 


Followmg  is  the  text  of 
the  address  by  Mr.  Waheed 
Abdullah,  Minister  in  Char- 
ge for  Foreign  Affairs  and 
Chairman  of  the  delegation 
of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan before  the  thirty-sec- 
ond session  of  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly 
on  fourth  October,  1977 : 

Mr.  President, 

On  behalf  of  the  Delega- 
tion of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan, I  would  like  to 
join  the  distinguished  rep- 
resentatives that  have  spo- 
ken before  me  in  congratu- 
lating you  on  your  well-de- 
served election  to  the  high 
office  of  President  of  the 
Thirty-Second  Session  of 
the  United  Nations  General 
Assembly.  It  gives  us  parti- 
cular satisfaction  to  see  a 
distinguished  son  of  Yugo- 
slavia— a  country  with  which 
Afghanistan  enjoys  very 
close  ties  of  friendship  and 
cooperation —  occupying  th- 
is important  position.  We 
are  confident  that  your  ve- 
ry able  and  wise  guidance 
will  lead  us  to  the  success- 
ful conclusion  of  our  deli- 
berations. 

Allow  me,  Mr.  President, 
to  seize  this  opportunity  to 
express  our  sincere  appre- 


ciation to  your  pred'ecessor, 
Mr.  Amerasinghe,  for  the 
efficient  manner  in  which 
he  conducted  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  last  session  of 
the  General  Assembly.  We 
would  also  like  at  this  junc- 
ture to  pay  tribute  to  the 
Secretary-General,  H.E.  Dr. 
Kurt  Waldheim,  for  the  de- 
dication that  he  has  unfail- 
ingly demonstrated  in  his 
ceaseless  efforts  in  pro- 
moting the  principles  and 
objectives  enshrined  in  the 
Charter  of  the  United  Na- 
tions. 

Mr.  President, 

It  is  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction  to  welcome  in 
our  midst  the  Republic  of 
Djibouti  and  the  Socialist 
Republic  of  Vietnam  as 
Member-States  of  the  Unit- 
ed Nations.  It  is  a  matter  of 
joy  for  our  Delegation  to 
welcome  the  independence 
of  Djibouti  from  colonial 
rule  and  alien  domination 
and  its  entry  into  the  Unit- 
ed Nations  as  a  sovereign 
Member-State.  We  are  in- 
deed happy  that  the  Socia- 
list Republic  of  Vietnam,  a 
member  of  the  Non-Aligned 
Movement  has  finally  join- 
ed the  family  of  nations. 
Their  admission  brings  us 
closer  to  the  goal    of  the 
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universality  of  the  United 
Nations,  a  goal  to  which  our 
Government  is  ardently  co- 
mmitted. 

Mr.  President 

We  have  onc^  again  ga- 
Ihered  here  to  take  stock 
Of  what  has  been  achieved 
in  the  year  that  have  elap- 
sed  and,  basing  ourselves 
on  past  experiences,  to  try 
to  chart  a  better  course  for 
roping  with  the  challenges 
confronting  us. 

While  this  Assembly  pro- 
vides a  welcome  forum  for 
drawing  a  balance  sheet  of 
the  failures  and  achievem- 
ents, it  is  heart-breaking  to 
realise  that  our  performan- 
ce always  falls  short  of  our 
expectations  concerning  so- 
lutions for  problems  of  pe- 
ace and  cooperation.  The 
balance  sheet  to  which  I  re- 
ferred has  unfortunately 
been  so  often  negative  that 
even  the  usefulness  of  our 
£i;atherings  and  the  necess- 
ity of  our  deliberations  are 
being  questioned.  The  help- 
lessness of  this  Organisa- 
l  ion  in  dealing  with  issues 
facing  it,  and  the  extremely 
slow  pace  of  progress  in  co- 
mposing Our  differences  re- 
garding them,  has  caused 
threat  disillusionment,  esp- 
ecially among  the  people 
of  the  Third  World. 

Year  in  and  year  out  we 
nssemble  and  deliberate  he- 
re and  in  other  fora  in  or- 
der to  seek  ways  and  me- 
ans of  buildi'ng  a  better  wo- 
rld based  on  understanding 
and  justice,  but  either  our 
decisions    resulting  from 


these  gatherings  remain 
unimplemented,  or,  as  is 
often  the  case,  we  fail  to 
agree  altogether,  no  matt- 
er the  urgency  or  the  im- 
portance of  the  issue.  Such 
a  stag'iiation  entitles  those 
whom  we  represent  to  ask 
whether  there  is  someth- 
ing wrong  with  the  system 
of  international  cooperati- 
on, or  whether  the  princip- 
les of  the  Charter  have 
become  obsolete  and  no 
longer  applicable  to  the 
present  day  situations.  Vie- 
wing the  contradictions  th- 
at we  are  unsuccessful  to 
remove,  people  everywhere 
in  their  perplexity  ask  th- 
emselves for  example^  why 
is  it  possible  that  an  expan- 
sionist country  like  Israel, 
in  spite  of  all  the  United 
Nations'  resolutions,  should 
continue  to  enjoy  impuni- 
ty? Why  is  it  that  a  new  In- 
ternational Economic  Ord- 
er, the  necessity  of  which 
is  apparently  no  longer 
questioned,  should  be  so  di- 
fficult to  establish?  Why  is 
it  that  in  Zimbabwe,  the  ill- 
egal regime  arrogantly  ma- 
intains itself  in  power  wh- 
ile the  international  com- 
munity helplessly  watch- 
es? Why  is  it  that  Namibia 
is  still  occupied  by  South 
Africa  and  why  in  this  day 
and  age  is  the  abject  policy 
of  Apartheid  flourishing  in 
that  country? 

I  submit,  Mr.  President, 
that  there  could  be  nothing 
wrong  with  the  universal 
principles  of  the  Qiarter 
or  with  the  aims  of  the  con- 
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lerences  that  we  usually  at- 
tend. What  must  be  wrong, 
therefore,  is  the  lack  of 
political  willingness  of  the 
Member  States  to  bring  in- 
to being  a  more  effective 
United  Nations  and  our 
reluctance  to  accept  to  be 
guided  in  the  i'nternational 
gatherings  by  the  norms 
of  reason  and  justice.  This 
attitude  very  often  prev- 
ents a  sound  cooperation 
and  consequently  damages 
the  very  fabric  of  interna- 
tional understanding.  The 
proponents  of  such  policies 
unfortunately  fail  to  reah- 
se  that  decisions  based  on 
justice  and  equity  and  aim- 
ed at  benefiting  the  majo- 
rity, will  be  in  the  long 
run  advantageous  to  all 
concerned,  white  and  black. 
North  and  South. 

Mr.  President, 

I  believe  that  it  will  not 
be  out  of  context  if  I  said 
that  sometimes,  because  of 
influences  that  could  not 
be  altogether  termed  as  un- 
selfish, the  composition  of 
some  of  the  international 
gatherings  do  not  reflect 
the  existing  realities  and 
this  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
reasons  why  they  are  not 
successful  in  dealing  with 
the  problems  facing  them. 
To  mention  but  one  examp- 
le, I  wish  to  draw  the  att- 
ention of  this  Assembly  to 
the  fact  that  the  least-deve- 
loped land-locked  countries 
were  not  represented  in  the 
Conference  on  Internation- 
al Economic  Cooperation 
in  Paris.  How  can  a  meet- 


ing, which  ignores  the  ex- 
istence of  such  an  import- 
ant section  of  the  internati- 
onal community  and  its  pr- 
oblems, safeguard  the  in- 
terests of  the  least-develop- 
ed   land-locked  countries 
and  consequently  reach  de- 
cisions benefiting  the  wh- 
ole of  mankind  including 
these  countries?   After  all, 
iio  other    countries  than 
these  countries  themselves 
are  better  acquainted  with 
their  problems    and  could 
defend  their    interests.  To 
remedy  this  deficiency,  I 
propose,  Mr.  President,  that 
in  the  future,  this  factor  sh- 
ould be  taken  duly  into  coh- 
sideration. 

Another  disappointing  fa- 
ctor which  seems  to  erode 
cooperation  is  the  apathy 
towards  the  problems  of 
others,  especially  the  most 
needy  in  the  international 
community.  This  lack  of 
solidarity  is  indeed  bewild- 
( ring.  To  illustrate  this  sta- 
te of  affairs,  a  case  in  point 
is  the  complete  absence  of 
enthusiasm  shown  by  the 
wealthy  nations  regarding 
the  Special  Fund  created 
in  favour  of  land-locked  co- 
untries. You  are  aware,  Mr. 
President,  that  after  cross- 
ing one  hundred  and  one 
hurdles,  which  in  itself  con- 
veyed a  rather  poor  image 
of  international  solidarity, 

we  succeeded  in  establishing 
that  Fund.  But  now  that  at 
last,  it  has  come  into  being, 
the  cold  shoulder  treatm- 
ent to  which  it  is  submitt- 
ed is,  to  say  the  least,  quite 
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iMistrating. 

Mr.  President^ 

Having  made  these  obs- 
ervations, I  would  now  like 
to  briefly  state  the  policy 
and  position  of  my  country 
in  respect  to  certain  issues. 

The  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan has  always  endeavour- 
ed and  will  contrnue  to  do 
so,  to  establish  friendly 
and  peaceful  relations  with 
all  peace  loving  countries, 
including  those  of  our  re- 
gion, in  order  to  develop 
its  relations  and  cooperation 
for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  world  and  of  the 
regio'n.  With  respect  to  Pa- 
kistan, as  has  been  stated 
in  this  august  Assembly  in 
the  past,  Afghanistan  had 
and  still  has  one  political 
difference.  Last  year  in 
the  General  Assembly,  I 
expressed  the  hope  that  the 
o'aly  political  difference 
between  us  be  resolved.  I 
avail  myself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  state  that  it  is  our 
hope  that  the  efforts  of 
Afghanistan  and  Pakistan 
that  have  already  begun 
towards  the  just  and  hon- 
ourable solution  of  this  po- 
litical difference,  will  lead 
in  the  future,  to  a  success- 
ful conclusion  in  accordan- 
ce with  the  consent  and  sa- 
tisfaction of  all  the  parties 
concerned. 

With  regard  to  the  pro- 
blems of  the  Middle  East, 
no  just  and  durable  peace 
will  be  achieved  without 
the  complete  withdrawal  of 
Israel  from  hil  tb^  'occupied 
territories  and  the  restora- 


tion of  the  inalienable  ri- 
ghts of  the  Palestmian  pe- 
ople, including  the  right  of 
self-determination  and  the 
establishment  of  a  Palest- 
itiia'n  State  in  their  Father- 
J^md,  because  the  question 
of  Palestine  forms  the  core 
of  the  Middle-East  prob- 
lem. For  the  attainment  of 
these  purposes,  the  full 
participation  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Palestin- 
ian Liberation  Organisation 
in  any  future  negotiations 
on  equal  basis  is  indeed  ne- 
cessary. In  view  of  the  re- 
cent developments  we  are 
of  the  opinion  that  Resolu- 
tion 242  needs  to  be  supp- 
lemented. 
Mr.  President, 

The  Delegation  of  Afgh- 
anistan has  always  been  of 
the  conviction  that  durable 
peace  could  only  be  attain- 
ed if  general  and  complete 
disarmament,  under  effec- 
tive control,  is  achieved,  and 
if  a  significant  part  of  the 
resources  thus  released  is 
devoted  to  the  economic 
and  social  needs  of  the  de- 
veloping countries,  among 

them  the  least-developed  in 
particular.  Afghanistan,  to- 
gether with  non-aligned  co- 
untries, supports  the  conv- 
ening of  a  Special  Session 
of  the  General  Assembly 
devoted  to  issues  related  to 
disarmament  in  1978.  We 
believe  that  by  convening 
such  a  Special    Session,  for 
a  comprehensive    review  of 
'ssues  involved,  it  would  be 
30ssible  to  take  the  neces- 
sary    effective  measures 
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towards  the  achievement 
of  the  goals  of  general  and 
complete  disarmament. 

Mr.  President, 

The  extreme  imbalances 
I'n  the  economic  developm- 
ent between  the  develop- 
ing and  developed  count- 
ries in  itself  constitutes  a 
constant  and  aggravating 
danger  to  the  maintenance 
of  world  harmo'ny  and  coop- 
reation.  Unfortunately,  we 
notice  with  regret  an^  con- 
cern the  ever-widening  de- 
velopment and  trade  gap 
between  the  developed  and 
developing  countries.  Des- 
pite professions  of  the 
rectification  and/or  amel- 
ioration of  their  adverse 
terms  of  trade,  no  positive 
action  has  been  taken  so 
far.  Run-aw^ay  and  aggrava- 
ted inflation  compounded 
with  recession  emanating 
from  the  developed  count- 
ries, together  with  arbit- 
rary monetary  manipulati- 
ons has  set  into  motion  a 
vicious  inflationary  cum 
recession  circle  with  far 
reaching  negative  effects 
and  detrimental  imbalan- 
ces of  the  economies  of 
the  developing  countries 
on  the  whole  and  in  par- 
ticular to  the  more  vulner- 
able economies  of  the  lea- 
st-developed, land-locked, 
island  developing,  and  mo- 
st seriously  affected  de- 
veloping countries. 

The     soaring  and  ever- 
increasing    external  debt 
problems  of  the  developing 
especially  the  least-deve- 
loped countries    remain  un- 


solved cind  with  unsatisfac- 
tory and  inadequate  efforts, 
if  any,  towards  their  recti- 
fication or  amelioration,  no 
real  or  long  term  solution 
to  this  problem  was  ach- 
ieved at  the  recent  Paris 
Conference. 

The  inalienable  right  of 
free  access  to  and  from  the 
sea  of  the  land-locked  co- 
untries whose  additional 
transportation,  transit  and 
trans-shipment  costs  cons- 
titute a  major  obstacle 
and  is  an  impediment  to 
their  development  efforts, 
remains  to  be  implemented. 

Mr.  President, 

1  believe  it  would  be  good 
for  us  to  ponder  about  the 
reflections  that  I  had  the 
honour  to  share  with  this 
august  Assembly;  reflexions 
that  I  am  sure  are  not  exc- 
lusively mine.  It  is  high 
time  for  us  to  rededicate 
ourselves  to  the  high  ideals 
and  principles  of  the  Char- 
ter and  free  ourselves  of 
bias  and  see  in  this  world 
something  else  than  our 
own  narrow  and  selfish 
interests.  We  have  to  coop- 
erate 111  all  sincerity  to  bu- 
ild a  better  world  based 
on  justice  and  equality  and 
share  the  benefits  of  hum- 
an civilisation  which  unde- 
niably belongs  to  the  wh- 
ole of  mankind.  Unless  we 
do  so,  our  present  meeting 
and  even  our  future  ones 
will  remain  meai  mgless 
and  our  deliberations  could 
be  nothing  more  than  ex- 
ercises in  futility. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Presi- 
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dent,  1  would  like  to  state 
very  briefly  that  mankind 
will  survive  together  in 
hope  and  faith,  or  give  way 
to  despair  an^  destruction. 
We  may  seem  at  present  as 
Ihough  we  are  unsure  of 
ourselves,  and  groping  our 
way.  Economic  difficulties, 
political  tension  and  the 
uncertainty  of  the  future 
bring  many  problems  to  the 
surface.  The  past  may  or 
may  not  inspire  us,  but  it 
is  the  needs  of  the  present 
and  the  challenges  of  the 
future,  that  must  constitu- 


te the  driving  force  for  a 
united  action  in  the  attain- 
juent  of  world  peace  and 
establishment  of  an  inter- 
national economic  order 
that  would  assure  the  pro- 
gress and  prosperity  of  peo- 
ples everywhere.  The  cau- 
se of  peace  is  not  advanced 
by  political  means  alone. 
To  be  realistic  and  e'ndur- 
ing,  peace  must  be  butter- 
essed  by  the  economic  po- 
tentialities of  all  nations. 
Thank,  you,  Mr.  Presid- 
ent. 


Minister  in-Charge    for  Foreign  Affairs    Waheed  Abdullah  seen  during  one 
of  the  32nd  General   Assembly  meetings.    Seated  to  his  right  is  Afghan  Ambassad- 
or to  US  Dr.  Abdul   Wahid  Karim. 


Afghan-Iraqi  joint 
communique 


In  response  to  an  invit- 
ation extended  by  His  Ex- 
cellency Dr.  Sadoon  Ham- 
niadi,  the  minister  of  for- 
eign affairs  of  the  Republic 
of  Iraq,  His  Excellency  Mr. 
Waheed  Abdullah,  the  Mi- 
nister in  Charge  of  Foreign 
Affairs  of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  paid  an  official 
visit  to  Iraq  over  the  per- 
iod from  18  upto  20  Octo- 
ber 1977.  The  Minister  in 
Charge  of  Foreign  Affairs 
of  Afghanistan  was  accom- 
panied by  a  high  level  Afg- 
han delegation  of  officials. 
The  visit  took  place  with- 
in the  framework  of  the  br- 
otherly relations  existing 
between  the  two  friendly 
countries. 

During  his  stay  in  Iraq, 
Mr.  Waheed  Abdullah  had 
the  opportunity  of  visiting 
the  Holy  Shrines  in  Bagh- 
dad and  Kerbala.  He  acq- 
uainted himself  with  some 
aspects  of  life  and  the  de- 
velopments that  had  taken 
place  in  Iraq.  The  Afghan 
Minister  in  Charge  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs  showed  app- 
reciation and  admiration  of 
the  progress  achieved  by 
the  Republic  of  Iraq  in  var- 
ious fields  under  the  lead- 


ership of  the  Arab  Baath 
Socialist  Party. 

His  Excellency  the  Afgh- 
an Minister  in  Charge  of 
Foreign  Affairs  held  with 
His  Excellency  Dr.  Sadoon 
Hammadi,  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Re- 
public of  Iraq,  talks  which 
were  pervade^  by  an  atmo- 
sphere of  friendship,  cord- 
iality and  full  understan- 
ding which  reflect  the  hist- 
orical, cultural  a'nd  religio- 
us ties  between  the  two 
friendly  countries. 

The  discussions  covered 
regional  and  international 
questions  of  common  inte- 
rest as  well  as  bilateral  re- 
lations between  the  two 
countries  in  all  fields  and 
the  ways  and  means  of  th- 
eir further  development  in 
consonance  with  the  close 
ties  between  the  two  frien- 
dly states.  The  two  sides 
voiced  satisfaction  ov'er 
the  development  of  those 
relations  and  stressed  their 
resolve  and  determination 
to  further  consolidate  them 
in  the  political,  economic, 
cultural,  scientific  and  tech- 
nical fields  in  a  matiner  ser- 
ving the  common  interests 
of  the  Afghan  and  Iraqi 
peoples. 
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During  the  visit,  an  ag- 
reement on  transit  was  sig- 
ned with  the  aim  of  achie- 
vhig  a  long-term,  close  co- 
operation designed  to  furth- 
er consolidate  the  friendly 
relations  between  two  co- 
untries. In  their  discussion 
of  the  crisis  in  the  Arab 
area,  the  two  sides  condem- 
ned the  Zionist  occupation 
of  Palestine  and  its  expan- 
sionist nature.  They  deno- 
unced the  Zionist  imperia- 
list aggression,  peace  can- 
not be  achieved  in  the  area 
without  the  full  withdrawal 
from  all  the  occupied  Arab 
territories  and  without  the 
Palestinian  people  regain- 
ing their  full  national  rig- 
hts including  their  right  to 
self-determination  on  their 
territory  atid  homeland. 

They  reiterated  the  full 
support  of  their  governm- 
ents to  the  struggle  of  the 
Palestinian  Arab  people  for 
regaining  their  homeland. 
The  sides  stressed  their  su- 
pport for  the  United  Nati- 
ons resolution  regarding 
Zionism  as  a  form  of  raci- 
sm and  racial  discrimina- 
tion. 

The  Afghan  side  voiced 
its  definite  sunnort  for  the 
achievement  of  the  inalien- 
able rie^hts  of  the  Palestin- 
ian Arab  people. 

The  Tragi  side  expressed 
its  attitude  for  the  perma- 
nent and  continual  sunnort 
rendered  by  Afghanistan  to 
its  Arab  brethren  in  their 
attitude  towards  their  cen- 
tral Question,  Palestine. 
The     two    sides  re- 


viewed the  situation 
in  the  Indian  Ocean 
and  voiced  their  concern 
over  the  mounting  military 
activity  therein.  Their  view- 
points were  identical  on 
the  necessity  of  the  Indian 
Ocean  and  its  natural  ex- 
tensions remaining  a  zone 
of  peace  free  from  foreign 
military  bases,  rivalries  and 
tension.  The  two  sides  cal- 
led upon  the  great  powers 
and  the  main  maritime  po- 
wers to  cooperate  fully  with 
the  littoral  states  towards 
the  achievement  of  this 
goal. 

The  two  sides  noted  with 
satisfaction  that  the  princi- 
ples of  the  policy  of  non- 
aligment  have  become  an 
influential  factor  in  inter- 
national relations  and  in 
resolving  problems.  They 
agreed  on  the  need  for  the 
strengthening  of  the  unity, 
solidarity  and  coalescence 
of  the  non-aligned  states 
and  the  coordination  of  ef- 
forts among  them  in  order 
to  enable  the  movement  to 
play  an  effective  role  in 
international  affairs  and  in 
maintaining  world  peace 
and  securitv.  The  two  sides 
reiterated  the  importance 
of  the  forthcoming  meet- 
ing of  the  Coordinating  Bu- 
reau of  the  Non-aliis(ned  Co- 
untries in  Kabul  in  May 
1978  in  further  consolidat- 
ing the  aims  and  principles 
of  non-alipTned  movement. 
The  two  sides  called  upon 
the  advanced  states  to  est- 
ablish their  economic  rela- 
tions with  the  developing 
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states  on  the  basis  of  jus- 
tice and  equality.  They  we- 
re in  agreement  that  the 
nonahgned  developing  sta- 
tes should  continue  their 
efforts  to  establish  a  more 
equitable  world  economic 
order  and  strengthen  econo- 
mic and  technical  coopera- 
tion between  them  to  achie- 
ve an  all-round  progress. 
The  two  sides  voiced  their 
views  on  the  necessity  of 
giving  practical  considera- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the 
developing  countries  par- 
ticularly the  land-locked 
developing  countries.  The 
two  sides  stressed  their 
stand  by  the  side  of  the 
peoples  of  Asia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America  in  their  str- 
uggle against  colonialism, 
neo-colonialism,  foreign  do- 
minance, racial  discrimi- 
nation and  apartheid,  as 
well  as  their  constant  and 
unnualified  support  for  the 
independence  of  African 
countries  and  their  striving 
for  the  consolidation  of  the 
national  sovereigntv  and 
economic  growth,  and  their 
strupfp^e  for  the  liberation 
of  their  people  wh^'ch  are 
still  suffering  under  the 
yoke  of  the  racist  and  col- 
onial rule  in  F^onth  Arica, 
Namibia  and  Zimbab\\^. 
The  two  ministers  reite- 


rated their  full  support  for 
the  United  Nations  Organ- 
isation and  the  principles 
enshrined  in  its  Charter. 

The  two  ministers  stres- 
sed the  value  and  the  nec- 
essity of  continual  contacts 
at  various  levels  between 
the  statesmen  and  officials 
of  the  two  countries  with  a 
view  to  the  further  reinf- 
orcement of  relations  bet- 
ween their  respective  co- 
untries. 

The  Afghan  Minister  in 
Charge  of  Foreign  Affairs 
expressed  his  sincere  app- 
reciation and  profound  th- 
ankfulness for  the  brother- 
ly and  warm  welcome  acc- 
orded to  him  and  to  the 
delegation  accompanying 
him,  during  his  official  visit 
to  the  Republic  of  Iraq. 

His  Excellency  Waheed 
Abdul! a.  the  Afghan  Mini- 
ster in  Charge  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  extended  an  invi- 
tation to  his  colleas^ue  His 
Excellency  Dr.  Sadoon  Ha- 
madi,  the  Minister  of  For- 
eim  Affairs  of  the  Republic 
of  Iraq  to  nav  an  official  vi- 
sit to  Afs^hanistan,  which 
was  accepted  with  thanks, 
and  promised  to  undertake 
the  visit  at  a  time  to  be  fi- 
xed later  on. 
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Planning  Minister's  4th 
anniversary  speech 


Folowmg  is  the  text  of 
the  speech  of  Planning  Mi- 
nister Ali  Ahmad  Khuram 
broadcast  over  Radio  Af- 
ghanistan on  Sunday  July 
17,  1977  on  the  occasion  of 
the  fourth  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  Repu- 
blican regime  in  Afghanis- 
tan: 

Understanding  of  the 
phenomenon  of  economic 
development  in  the  nation- 
al and  international  sph- 
eres, forced  the  developing 
countries  to  accelerate  the 
rate  of  their  economic  de- 
velopment in  the  frame- 
work of  special  programm- 
es in  order  to  attain  accep- 
table standards  of  living, 
and  to  employ  their  reso- 
urces in  building  firm  fo- 
undations for  a  future  pros- 
perous life. 

The  heroic  Afghan  nati- 
on, too,  after  fulfilling  the 
national  obligation  and  fi- 
ghting colonialism,  also 
embarked  on  the  task  of 
strengthening  its  national 
economy.  But  systematic 
economic  transformation  in 
the  economic  life  of  the 
country  began  when  the 


government  understood  the 
real  nature  of  its  responsi- 
bility in  as  far  as  economic 
development  is  concerned, 
and  recognised  formulati- 
on of  comprehensive  de- 
velopment plans  as  a  prin- 
ciple national  economic  st- 
ruggle. 

We  were  of  the  opinion, 
and  are  that,  effective  uti- 
lisation of  human  and  na- 
tural resources  for  secur- 
ing a  prosperous  life  is  pos- 
sible only  through  stable 
security^  along  with  form- 
ulation of  well-prepared 
and  wellthought  out  plans, 
and  coordination  of  means 
and  ends  on  the  basis  of  a 
national  ideology. 

The  Republican  State  of 
Afghanistan,  in  the  light 
of  this  principle  and  posi- 
tive historical  experiences, 
accorded  planned  develop- 
ment a  priority  place  in  its 
philosophy  of  national  con- 
struction, and  from  the  ti- 
me of  the  inception  of  the 
Republican  order  until  now 
with  the  grace  of  Almighty 
God,  and  firm  determina- 
tion of  compatriots,  has 
been  able  to  take  firm  ste- 
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ps  in  all  spheres  as  possibi- 
lities and  conditions  per- 
mitted. 

It  ought  to  be  noted  that 
economic  development  un- 
der the  prevailing  circu- 
mstances calls  for  enhanc- 
ed efficiency  and  effective- 
ness and  productivity  in 
economic  and  productive 
organs  drawing  upon  mo- 
dern technology.  Grasping 
of  this  subject  induced  us 
to  utilise  these  principles 
for  the  realisation  of  our 
national  objectives  with 
due  consideration  to  the 
values  applicable  in  the 
Afghan  society,  and  hum- 
an and  material  prospects. 

Disparities  inherent  in 
the  old  economic  order, 
in  the  first  place,  requir- 
ed that  to  evolve  a  comp- 
rehensive economic  design, 
as  the  framework  of  the 
natio'iidl  economic  policy, 
and  accordingly  the  Repu- 
blican state  formulated 
the  nation's  first  Seven 
Year  Socio-Economic  Dev- 
elopment Plan. 

The  Seven  Year  Plan 
was  prepared  with  due  re- 
gard to  increasing  nation- 
al income,  increasing  em- 
ployment opportunities,  sta- 
bilisation of  prices,  impro- 
ving balance  of  payments, 
and  in  accordance  with 
the  economic  policy  of  the 
state  sectoral  relations  are 
maintained  at  logical  pro- 
portions in  it. 

Eventhough  there  have 
been  shortfalls  in  the  app- 
lication of  the  plan   in  cer- 


tain areas,  nonetheless,  as 
a  result  of  significant  de- 
velopment in  other  sect- 
ors, the  main  development 
objectives,  as  stipulated  for 
the  first  year  of  the  plan, 

have  been  attained. 

Undoubtedly  shortage  of 
financial  resources,  techni- 
cal cadres,  and  institutions, 
essential  for  development 
which  form  the  principal 
pillars  of  progress  of  the 
plan,  are  among  profound 
obstacles  in  the  field  of 
economic  development. 

Economic  crises  in  the 
world  are  another  factor 
which  affect  the  economies 
of  the  developing  countr- 
ies drastically. 

Despite  all  these  prob- 
lems, we  are  fully  convinc- 
ed, that  with  the  grace  of 
Almighty  God,  and  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Foun- 
der of  the  Republic  and 
cooperation  of  the  youth 
and  the  masses  of  the  Af- 
ghan people  these  diffic- 
ulties will  be  gradually  ov- 
ercome, and  not  stumbling 
block  on  the  way  of  attain- 
ment of  our  real  objective 
which  is  building  a  proud 
and  self-reliant  Afghanist- 
an, will  persist. 

The  realisation  of  the 
objectives  of  the  plan  and 
ensuring  of  rapid  and  dyna- 
mic growth  in  the  future 
requires  that  the  level  of 
revenues  and  domestic  sa- 
vings for  the  formation  of 
capital  will  rise. 

Hence  the  Republican 
State  as  persistently  striv- 


en  to  increase  domestic  re- 
venues, and  national  sav- 
ings are  used  at  increasing 
rates  for  increased  capital 
investments  in  various  eco- 
nomic sectors.  Fortunately 
the  changes  in  this  sphere 
during  the  past  few  years 
have  had  an  upward  trend. 

Total  state  revenues  in 
1355  have  been  estimated 
to  amount  17.4  billion  af- 
ghanis  or  12.4  per  cent  mo- 
re than  1354  revenues  whi- 
ch amounted  to  15.5  billion 
afghanis. 

The  share  of  direct  tax- 
es in  the  sum  total  of  do- 
mestic revenues  rose  from 
9.9  per  cent  in  1354  to  12.2 
per  cent  in  the  first  year  of 
the  plan. 

The  share  of  the  indirect 
taxes  in  state  revenues  fell 
by  over  one  per  cent  in  co- 
mparison with  the  1354 
figures.  The  increase  in  the 
relative  share  of  direct  ta- 
xes in  overall  state  reven- 
ues falls  in  line  with  the 
policy  objective  of  social 
justice,  and  realising  reso- 
urces in  accordance  with 
the  stipulations  of  the  sev- 
en year  plan. 

State  investment  in  1355 
rose  by  20.3  per  cent  as  co- 
mpared with  the  1354  in- 
puts. During  the  year  reg- 
ular expenditures  rose  by 
roughly  eight  per  cent,  and 
state  savings  in  1355  were 
29.5  per  cent  more  than 
that  of  the  previous  year. 

Considering  the  signifi- 
cant increase  in  volume  of 
investment  in  comparison 


with  the  past,  ensuring  fi- 
nancial and  price  stability 
constitutes  an  important 
element  of  the  economic 
pohcy  of  the  Republican 
State  so  that  inflation  does 
not  reduce  real  income,  and 
does  not  divert  resources 
from  purpose  of  investm- 
ent. 

The  supply  of  money  in 
1355  rose  by  35  per  cent  as 
compared  with  the  previ- 
ous year.  This  was  consid- 
ered appropriate  in  view 
of  the  economic  activities 
and  the  demand  for  mo- 
ney. 

The  index  of  consumer 
goods  prices  rose  by  2.5 
per  cent  in  comparison  wi- 
th the  previous  year's  pri- 
ces, and  this  in  itself  is  in- 
dicative of  relative  price 
stability^  and  adequacy  of 
foodstuffs.  It  also  signifies 
the  effectiveness  of  price 
policies  of  the  RepubUcan 
state. 

At  the  same  time  due  to 
a  favourable  balance  of 
payments  situation  and  do- 
mestic production  the  ex- 
change rate  of  afghani  ag- 
ainst dollar  which  was  af. 
55  in  1354  fell  to  af.  47  in 
1355. 

In  the  area  of  payments 
and  foreign  trade,  on  the 
basis  of  careful  assessm- 
ent of  the  international 
economic  situation,  the 
trade  development  progr- 
amme which  calls  for  the 
improvement  in  the  quali- 
ty of  export  commodities, 
expansion  of  marketing  ac- 
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tivities,  and  restricting  the 
inflow  of  unessential  goo- 
ds, and  protection  of  the 
domestic  industries  was  la- 
unched. Encouragement  of 
exports,  import  substitut- 
ion, and  strengthening  the 
foreign  trade  system  thro- 
ugh increased  productivity 
and  improvement  of  prod- 
uct quahty,  improvement 
Of  the  transportantion  syst- 
em and  international  con- 
tacts on  transit  and  trans- 
port hold  a  special  place 
in  foreign  trade  develop- 
ment programme. 

Employing  the  above 
standards,  and  a  favoura- 
ble economic  situation,  the 
nation's  balance  of  paym- 
ents assumed  a  positive  or- 
ientation last  year. 

The  volume  of  trade  tur- 
nover in  1355  was  about 
562  million  dollars  or  ten 
per  cent  more  than  that  of 
the  previous  year. 

While  there  was  no  chan- 
ge in  the  value  of  imports, 
the  value  of  exports  in  the 
first  year  of  the  plan,  as 
compared  with  1354,  rose 
by  33  per  cent. 

Agriculture  constitutes 
the  largest  economic  sect- 
or in  the  Republic  of  Afgh- 
anistan. To  feed  the  indu- 
stries and  the  growing  po- 
pulation, and  to  accommo- 
date with  increased  levels 
of  consumption  as  the  stan- 
dards of  living  and  income 
rise  great  significance  is 
attached  to  attainment  of 
Seven  Year  Plan  targets  re- 
lating to  agricultural  pro- 


duction. 

Failure  in  this  area  wo- 
uld mean  under-utilisation 
of  installed  industrial  cap- 
acity, unemployment  and 
shrinking  of  economic  res- 
ources, and  economic  ins- 
tabilty. 

Grasping  the  importance 
of  this  sector  in  the  over- 
all socio-economic  progress 
in  the  nation,  the  develop- 
ment policy  of  the  Republi- 
can State  affords  a  priority 
place  to  agricultural  exp- 
ansion and  modernisation. 

The  mean  rate  of  increa- 
se in  the  value  of  agricul- 
tural production,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Seven  Year 
Plan  targets,  is  set  at  4.65 
per  cent.  But  on  the  basis 
of  assessments  carried  out 
the  rate  of  increase  during 
the  first  year  of  the  plan 
was  5.2  per  cent.  Produc- 
tion of  food  grains  rose  by 
2.2  per  cent,  and  that  of 
industrial  crops  by  8.00  per 
cent  as  compared  with  1354 
figures.  This  fully  accords 
with  the  stipulations  of  the 
plan  for  the  first  year. 

As  called  for  by  the  plan 
during  1355,  102  new  coo- 
peratives were  formed,  and 
the  Agricutural  Developm- 
ent Bank  gave  afs.  706.5 
million  in  credits  to  58,530 
farmers. 

Introduction  of  intensive 
farming,  and  agricultural 
diversification  by  way  of 
offering  greater  incentives 
forms  the  part  and  parcel 
of  the  agricultural  deve- 
lopment strategy.  Agricul- 
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tural  inputs  provfded  to  the 

farmers  in  a    variety  of 
ways,  and  through  several 
channels,  was  significantly 
more  than  the  previous  ye- 
ar. 

The  Chemical  Fertiliser 
Company  of  Afghanistan 
sold  83.4  thousand  tons  of 
fertiliser  to  farmers  and 
fruit  growers,  showing  an 
increase  of  19.6  per  cent 
over  the  1354  figure  of 
69.7  thousand  tons. 

The  Seeds  Company  of 
Afgfhanistan  was  formed  to 
increase  production  and 
improve  distribution  of  de- 
pendable, high  yielding, 
and  disease  resistant  vSeeds. 
It  ousfht  to  be  noted  that 
distribution  of  chemical  fe- 
rtiliser fell  short  of  the 
plan  targfet  by  18  per  cent. 
The  concerned  organisati- 
ons are  now  engaged  *n  all 
sided  assessment  so  that  in 
accordance  with  the  guide- 
lines provided  by  the  state 
factors  which  caused  the 
shortfall  be  eliminated,  and 
a  more  efficient  distribution 
system  is  evolved. 

This  svstem  should  be  in- 
corporated by  the  end  of 
the  current  Afjsrhan  year 

Tn  the  sphere  of  livestock 
breedinsr.  under  the  first 
phase  of  the  Herat  Live- 
stock Proiect.  an  exnansive 
animal  husbandry  project, 
covering  a  large  area,  was 
launched  and  work  on  the 
Herat  slausrhterhouse  wh- 
ich will  process  a  maximum 
of  3000  heads  of  sheen  per 
day  has  progressed  88  per 


cent. 

The  salughter  house  is  to 
be  commissioned  within 
about  two  months. 

Application  also  began 
of  the  second  phase  of 
animal  husbandry  project 
covering  an  area  of  100 
thousand  kilometres  in  He- 
rat, Badghis,  Ghor,  and 
Farah  provinces. 

Notwithstanding  the  im- 
portance of  the  agricultur- 
al sector  in  the  Afghan  na- 
tional economy,  it  still  re- 
mains subject  to  the  vag- 
uaries  of  weather.  In  the 
current  year  low  precipita- 
tion might  affect  plan  ap- 
plication work  in  some 
parts  of  the  country.  Tn  su- 
ch circumstances  establish- 
ment and  creation  of  ins- 
titutions that  can  protect 
the  producers  and  consum- 
ers, and  effect  price  stabi- 
litv,  eniovs  prioritv  trea- 
tment in  government  ope- 
rational prosTrammes.  Te- 
chnical and  economical  fea- 
sib^iitv  studies  on  stor??ofe, 
marketing,  price  stabilisa- 
tion svstem s  is  already  in 
prosress.  Tt  is  honed  that 
th'^c-e  studies  will  be  com- 
pleted soon,  and  the  gro- 
u"^  is  prenared  for  laun- 
chmsf  and  implementing  of 
this  vital  prooTamme. 

A  comprehensive  wheat 
procrramme  to  raise  prod- 
uction throup^h  increasing 
per  nuit  produrtiTnty,  res- 
earch and  eYten<!ion  work, 
and  more  inten<jive  farm- 
ing- is  also  under  study, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  tWs 
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programme  will  be  launch- 
ed during  the  next  year. 

Considering  the  topogr- 
aphical conditions  in  our 
country,  and  to  reduce  the 
effects  of  water  shortage 
and  droughts  establishment 
of  large  and  medium  irri- 
gation facilities,  as  a  vital 
infrastructure  for  agricul- 
tural development,  receives 
special  attention.  In  1355, 
and  during  the  current  ye- 
ar efforts  and  resources 
were  concentrated  on  the 
completion  of  the  carry  ov- 
er projects.  The  objective 
behind  this  decision  is  to 
assure  early  returns  from 
the  investments  made  on 
these  projects,  and  early 
availability  of  cultivable 
and  for  distribution  to  land- 
less farmers,  a  major  pre- 
occupation of  the  Repub- 
lican State  in  its  program- 
mes to  help  the  masses  of 
the  people. 

Work  on  irrigation  pro- 
jects during  1355  added 
2000  hectars  to  land  under 
cultivation,  and  irrigation 
in  some  other  areas  was 
improved  markedly.  Major 
constructions  included  in 
Parwan  and  Sardeh  irrig- 
ation and  land  reclamation 
projects  have  been  comp- 
leted, and  work  is  going 
on  rigorously  on  Khanabad 
and  Salma  dams  and  irri- 
gation networks. 

Technical  studies  and  de- 
signing of  Kokcha,  Kela- 
gai  projects,  and  irrigation 
network  of  Parwan  contin- 
ues, and  studies  on  allro- 


und  development  of  Farah 
and  Kunar  river  basins  ha- 
ve been  completed. 

For  the  full  utilisation  of 
the  water  and  power  pot- 
entials of  Kabul  river  basin 
preliminary  studies  have 
been  conducted,  and  com- 
prehensive studies  includ- 
ing economic  and  technical 
feasibility  surveys  will  bt- 
gin  during  the  current  Afg- 
han year. 

A  number  of  reservoir 
dams  and  power  plants  are 
envisaged  in  the  basin. 

The  Republican  State  of 
Afghanistan  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  agro-based  indus- 
tries, and  industries  using 
mineral  resources,  so  far 
as  technical,  human  and 
financial  resources  per- 
mit, must  be  developed  iB 
all  areas  where  the  essen- 
tial prerequisites  are  avai- 
lable in  the  country,  so  th- 
at the  available  raw  mat- 
erials are  used  most  effi- 
ciently and  economically, 
production  is  increased, 
the  employment  market  is 
expanded,  and  a  just  in- 
come distribution  is  achiev- 
ed. 

Experience  shows  that  a 
balanced  development  of 
the  industrial  sector,  along 
wtih  other  economic  sec- 
tors, and  with  siimuletaneous 
establishment  of  necessary 
institutoins,  efficient  and 
forward  looking  manage- 
ment, improved  working 
conditions  and  worker  re- 
lations in  the  industrial  pl- 
ants accelerate  the  overall 
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rate  of  growth,  and  work 
for  relative  economic  inde- 
pendence. 

In  the  course  of  the  first 
year  of  the  plan,  to  assure 
greater  effectiveness  in  so 
far  as  previous  investment 
is  concerned,  attempts  we- 
re made  to  maximise  pro- 
ductivity and  returns  of 
existing  capacities,  and  to 
concentrate  resources  on 
completion  of  projects  un- 
der construction. 

It  is  estimated  that  tht 
value  of  industrial  produ- 
ction in  1355  as  compared 
with  1354  rose  by  two  per 
cent.  This  is  six  per  cent 
less  than  the  target  ^et  in 
the  Seven  Year  Plan. 

In  the  course  of  the  first 
year  of  the  plan  produc?tion 
of  chemical  fa-tiliser  am- 
ounted to  59  thousand  tons 
and  that  of  cement  to  125 
thousand  tons.  This  feU  ab- 
ort of  the  production  target 
set  for  the  year  due  to  a 
number  of  technical  and 
economic  reasons. 

However  production  of 
cotton  texti!Ies  rose  from  64 
million  metres  in  1354  to 
75.2  million  metres  in  1355. 
Likewise  production  of  coal 
increased  by  6.3  per  cent, 
which  roughly  correspon- 
ds to  the  plan  target. 

In  1355,  2.55  billion  cub- 
ic metres  of  natural  gas 
was  extracted  of  which  2.4 
billion  cubic  metres  was 
exported  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  fetching  29.5  mill- 
ion dollars,  and  the  rest 
used  by  the  chemical  ferti- 


liser and  power  plants  in 
Mazare  Sharif. 

Production  of  ginned  cot- 
ton which  amounted  to  49.4 
thousand  tons  in  1355  rose 
to  51.3  thousand  tons  in 
the  first  year  of  the  plan. 

As  growth  anticipated  in 
the  dndustrial  sector  under 
the  Seven  Year  Plan  dep- 
ends on  the  completion  of 
the  technical  and  economic 
studies  and  their  applica- 
tion, such  studies  were  ca- 
rried out  extensively  dur- 
ing the  first  year  of  the 
plan.  Technical  and  econo- 
mic studies  on  a  new  sugar 
plant  in  Baghlan,  with  an 
annual  production  capacity 
of  27  thousand  tons,  were 
completed,  and  it  is  expec- 
ted that  work  will  begin  th- 
is year  on  engineering  desi- 
gns and  preparatory  cons- 
truction work.  Construction 
began  during  the  first  year 
of  the  plan  on  a  40  mfllion 
metre  per  year  textile  fa- 
brics mill  in  Kandahar,  and 
12  million  metre  per  year 
cotton  materials  mill  in 
Herat. 

Construction  also  began 
of  the  600  thousand  met- 
res per  year  woolen  fabrics 
mill  in  Kandahar.  These 
plants  are  expected  to  go 
on  stream  next  year. 

Technical  and  economic 
studies  pertaining  to  a  nu- 
mber of  other  major  indu- 
strial projects  induding  a 
30  thousand  tons  per  year 
sugar  mill  in  Jalalabad,  a 
480  thousand  tons  per  year 
cement  plant  in  Kandah- 
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ar,  tannery  and  slaughter- 
house of  Ghazni,  recomm- 
issioning  of  the  Kandahar 
fruit  processing  plant,  four 
new  ginning  and  pressing 
plants,  extension  of  Pule 
Khumri  textile  mills,  and 
preliminary  studies  on  pl- 
ant to  produce  starch,  He- 
rat cement  plant,  a  plant 
for  productoin  of  caustic 
soda  were  completed  in 
1355. 

During  1355  nearly  26 
thousand  metres  of  wells 
were  drilled  for  gas  extr- 
action and  gas  and  oil  pro- 
specting in  northern  and 
northwestern  Afghanistan, 
and  extensive  seismic  and 
electrical  surveys  were  ca- 
rried out  to  identify  form- 
ations. Solid  mineral  pros- 
pects carried  out  31  thous- 
and metres  of  drilling.  Geo- 
logical and  hvdrolodcal  ma- 
ps on  different  scales  were 
prepared  of  parts  of  Ghaz- 
ni, Herat,  Helmand,  Ka- 
hul.  Logar  etc. 

Surveys  were  continued 
in  Aainak  Conner  hearing 
areas,  as  a  result  of  which 
work  hesfan  on  preparation 
of  technical  and  economic 
report  on  utilisatoin  of  this 
important  reserve. 

In  the  area  of  private 
investment,  during  the  first 
year  of  the  plan,  the  nati- 
onal investment  commit- 
tee, gave  its  go  ahead  for 
thirty  new  projects. 

These  projects  will  be 
launched  with  an  investm- 
ent of  443  million  afgha- 
nis,  and  wiK  create  emp- 


loyment for  more  than 
1700  workers.  Some  of 
these  projects  have  alrea- 
dy been  completed,  and 
work  on  others  continues. 

Some  50  other  proposals 
for  investment  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  National  In- 
vestment Committee  to 
the  Investment  Promotion 
Department  for  study  and 
review. 

The  guidelines  formulat- 
ed for  encouragement  and 
financing  of  smaK  enter- 
prises and  medium  size  in- 
dustries, which  were  prep- 
ared and  reviewed  during 
the  previous  years,  were 
approved  this  year  by  the 
State.  On  the  basis  of  these 
guidelines  the  Ministry  of 
Planning  and  the  Industr- 
ial Development   Bank  will 
offer    greater  incentives 
and  facilities  to  encourage 
small  scale  industries. 

Agricultural  and  indus- 
trial growth  and  improving 
the  standards  of  living  of 
the  public  is  unattainable 
without    dependable  and 
adequate    sources  of  ener- 
gy. Hence  establishment  of 
complementary  energy  svs- 
tems  fed  by  coal,  natural 
gas  and  water,  expansion 
of  production  capacity  and 
improved  administration 
and  maintenance  has  rec- 
eived close  attention.  In 
the  course  of  the  first  year 
of  the  plan,  as  foreseen,  a 
great  deal  of    study  and 
survey  was  carried  out. 

During  the  year  constru- 
ction of  the    Bamfan  and 
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Faizabad  hydroelectricity 
generation  plants,  Kabul 
thermal  power  plant,  dist- 
ribution grids  in  various 
provinces,  was  started  and 
a  part  of  the  technical  and 
economic  studies  relating 
to  Samangan  hydroelectri- 
city plant  was  carried  out. 

Technical  and  economic 
studies  pertaining  to  elec- 
tricity transmission  lines 
from  northern  Afghanistan 
and  Kajakai  to  Kabul  have 
been  mostly  completed.  Th- 
ese will  cover  a  distance  of 
over  a  one  tJiousand  kiio- 
/netres. 

The  Kajakai-Kandahar 
transmission  lines  were  in- 
stalled, and  Kandahar  be- 
gan using  Kajaki  power  at 
the  end  of  1355.  Survey 
and  studies  on  tlie  extend- 
ing of  80  kilometres  Nagh- 
lu-Jalalabad  line  was  also 
completed  during  the  year. 

To  ensure  sustained  gr- 
owth and  economic  viabili- 
ty, and  to  promote  coordi- 
nation between  economic 
units  at  city  and  town  and 
village  levels  and  econo- 
mic zones,  it  is  essentia],  th- 
at simultaneous  efforts  and 
inputs  go  into  development 
of  agriculture  and  industr- 
ies, and  building  of  infras- 
tructural  systems  and  faci- 
lities. 

During  the  first  year  of 
the  plan  road  and  commu- 
nications building  and  ins- 
tallation projects  came  un- 
der implementation. 

During  the  year  302 


kilometres  of  first  and  se- 
cond grade  new  roads  were 
built,  which  is  19  per  cent 
more  than  254  kilometres 
of  similar  roads  built  in 

1354.  The  maintenance  pr- 
ogramme covered  3500  ki- 
lometres of  roads.  During 
the  year  308  kilometres  of 
feeder  roads  were  built,  wh- 
ich compared  with  293  ki- 
lometres built  in  1354,  is 
three  per  cent  more. 

Construction  of  Kabui- 
Gardez  and  Delarara-Zar- 
anj  roads  in  1355  progress- 
ed to  125  and  56  km  points 
respectively,  and  constru- 
ction continued  of  Jalal- 
bad-Assadabad,  Shibergh- 
an  —Daulatabad  — Maima- 
na,  and  Khanabad  —  Talu- 
qan  roads.  Detailed  eng- 
ineering studies  and  designs 
of  the  Hairatan  bridge  on 
the  Oxus  river  were  comp- 
leted in  1355,  and  are  now 
under  assessment.  Const- 
ruction of  the  bridge  will 
begin  after  the  Afghan 
and  Soviet  sides  agree  on 
technical  and  economic  as- 
pects . 

The  first  stage  of  stud- 
ies relating  to  the  technical 
and  economic  aspects  of 
the  cross  country  railway 
project  were  completed  in 

1355,  and  it  is  expected  th- 
at engineering  details  wiU 
be  worked  out  during  the 
current  year. 

In  the  area  of  communi- 
cations, activities  were  ste- 
pped up,  and  attempts  were 
made  to  use  existing  inst- 
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allations  more  efficiently 
and  fully.  While  there  was 
no  increase  in  the  length  of 
carrier  telephone  lines,  re- 
gular telephone  Unes  were 
increased  from  12.8  thous- 
and  kilometres  to  13.2  th- 
ousapd  kms. 

Telephone  exchange  sta- 
tions capacity  was  ina'eas- 
ed  by  one  per  cent,  and  the 
number  of  telephone  sets 
by  six  per  cent.  The  telex 
project  completion  and  ina- 
uguration during  1355  was 
a  notable  accomplishment. 
Studies  on  projects  that 
will  come  under  impleme- 
ntation later  in  the  plan 
period  continued  during 
1355. 

The  microwave  project, 
extending  from  Tourkham 
to  Islam  Qala,  with  a  ca- 
pacity to  handle  three  hu- 
ndred communications  in- 
stantaneously, was  prepar- 
ed, and  30  kilometres  of 
roads  essential  for  the  im- 
plementation of  the  proj- 
ect were  built.  The  cons- 
truction of  Dehmazang  and 
Sayed  Nour  Mohammad 
Shah  Maina  post  offices 
in  Kabul,  and  the  PTT  buil- 
ding in  Ghazni  were  com- 
pleted, and  construction  be- 
gan during  the  year  on  Par- 
wan  Maina,  Deh  Bury  post 
offices  in  Kabul,  and  the 
PTT  building  in  Nangarhar. 

Creation    of  prosperous 
society  requires  that  grow- 
th be  coupled  with  efforts 
aimed  at  more  just  distrib- 
ution of  benefits  of  deve- 


lopments, so  that  the  mas- 
ses of  the  people  may  gam 
from  it.  Especially  in  areas 
where  no    ample  natural 
resources       exist,  and 
heavy      investments  in 
the     public      sector  is 
not  feasible,  development 
of  social  servies,  and  there- 
by   enhancing  productive 
powers  of  the  people  assu- 
me significant  importance. 

Popularisation  of  educa- 
tion, health,  relative  deve- 
lopment of  remote  and 
backward  areas,  and  exp- 
ansion of  rural  developm- 
ent operations  are  inspired 
by  this  consideration.  The 
objective  is  two  fold,  spr- 
eading the  benefits  of  de- 
velopment, and  adding  to 
the  value  of  human  reso- 
urces by  training,  and  off- 
ering the  amenities  needed 
by  the  people. 

In  the  framework  of  ed- 
ucational reforms  which 
aim  at  full  literacy  educa- 
tion, popularisation  of  vo- 
cational training  and  im- 
proving the  quality  of  in- 
struction in  other  institu- 
tions, targets  set  for  the  fir- 
st year  of  the  plan  were 
pursued  rigorously. 

Eight  grade  primary  sch- 
ools which  numbered  1311 
in  1354  rose  to  1614  in 
1355,  an  increase  of  about 
29  per  cent. 

The  number  of  stud- 
ents enrolled  in  primary 
schools  amounted  to  758 
thousand. 

In  1354,  it  rose  to  873  th- 
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ousand  or  by  11  per  cent 
in  1355,  the  first  year  of 
the  plan.  The  rate  of  chil- 
dren aged  seven  to  14  in 
school  rose  from  28  per 
cent  in  1354  to  31  per  cent 
in  the  first  year  of  the 
plan. 

The  number  of  primary 
school  teachers  rose  faster 
than  that  of  students.  As  a 
result  the  teacher  student 
ratio  in  primary  schools 
which  was  1  to  42  in  1354 
fell  to  1  to  41  in  1355. 

Although  the  number  of 
general  high  schools  rem- 
ained unchanged  in  the 
first  year  of  the  plan  there 
was  an  increase  of  six  per 
cent  in  the  student  body  of 
these  schools  as  a  result  of 
better  usage  of  the  exist- 
ing capacities  and  facili- 
ties. The  number  of  stu- 
dents In  these   schools  was 

84.5  thousand   in  1354,  and 

89.6  thousand  in  1355. 
The  number  of  vocati- 
onal training  schools  rose 
from  25  to  29  in  accordan- 
ce with  the  plan  by  opening 
of  four  new  agricultural 
schools  in  Nangarhar,  Far- 
iab,  Herat  and  Farah.  The 
student  body  of  the  vocati- 
onal training  schools  which 
was  8.6  thousand  in  1354, 
rose  to  10.4  thousand  in 
1355.  The  number  of  gradu- 
ates, 1.4  thousands  in  1354 
rose  to  1.9  thousands  in 
1355. 

There      were  ten 
teachers       training  aca- 
demies,      functioning  in 


1355,  and  the  number  of 
students  in  these  instituti- 
9ns,  4033  in  1354,  rose  to 
4839  in  1355.  Curriculum 
revision,  textbook  compil- 
ation and  printing,  school 
and  teachers  residence  bu- 
ilding operations  were  ca- 
/ried  out  extensively  du- 
rmg  the  year,  and  techni- 
cal preparations  for  build- 
ing a  new  education  mat- 
erials printing  press  with 
a  production  capacity  of 
eight  million  volumes  a 
year  were  completed.  Con- 
struction of  the  printing 
press  will  begin  this  year. 

There  were  392  primary 
school  buildings  under  cons- 
truction during  the  year  of 
which  97  were  completed, 
and  work  continues  on  the 
rest. 

The  number  of  students 
of  the  University  of  Kabul 
and  Nangarhar,  7821  in 
1354,  rose  to  8717  in  1355, 
showing  an  increase  of  11.5 
per  cent. 

The  policy  of  objective 
of  stepping  up  training  in 
the  areas  of  science,  profe- 
ssions and  technology  was 
pursued  diligently.  Enroll- 
ment in  the  above  menti- 
oned fields  rose  by  14  per 
cent  during  the  year,  wh- 
ile it  rose  only  by  six  per 
cent  in  humanities. 

A  considerably  greater 
part  of  the  freshmen  last 
year  enrolled  in  colleges 
offering  scientific  and  te- 
chnical training.  21.7  per 
cent  more  freshmen  enrol- 
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led  in  these  colleges  in 
the  first  year  of  the  plaa 
compared  with  1354,  while 
admission  rates  in  colleges 
offering  training  in  huma- 
nities remained  at  the  pr- 
evious year's  levels. 

Construction  work  on  the 
new  premises  for  Kabul 
University  college  of  medi- 
cine, dormitories  for  the 
Nangarhar  University  col- 
lege of  medicine,  and  the 
Cobait  60  radiation  thera- 
py centre  at  Kabul  Univer- 
sity compound  made  good 
progress  during  the  year- 
as  called  for  in  the  plan. 

Pubhc  health  services  as 
a  means  to  promote  social 
justice,  and  to  develop  hu- 
man resources  made  signi- 
ficant progress  during  1355 
the  first  year  of  the  plan. 
Construction  of  a  major 
workshop  and  stock  to  fill 
the  needs  of  the  health  in- 
stitutions in  an  efficient 
manner  was  completed.  Co- 
nstruction work  also  was 
virtually  completed  on 
the  Khan  Abad,  Chamka- 
ni,  Bala  Morghab,  Chagh- 
charan,  Laghman,  Qalat, 
Aqcha,  and  second  part  of 
Behsood  hospitals. 

The  number  of  basic 
health  centres  which  was 
101  in  1354  rose  to  113  in 
1355,  and  additional  cent- 
res were  taken  under  con- 
struction. 

Building  work  made  tan- 
gible progress  on  the  250 
bed  hospital  in  Kandahar, 
and  on  the  200  bed  hospi- 


§tai  in  Herat. 
The  number  of  hospital 
'  beds  which  was  3,570  in 
1354  rose  to  4000  m  1355, 
and  the  number  of  physi- 
cians during  the  year  rose 
by  ten  per  cent. 

lieguidtions  came  in  for- 
ce m  a  bid  to  promote  the 
use  01  generic  meoicine  to 
bring  meoical  treatment 
ana  the  prices  of  meaicme 
withm  the  reach  of  the 
masses  oi  tne  people.  Pur- 
veys and  technical  and 
economic  studies  on  a  ph- 
armaceutical plant  were 
aiso  completed  m  the  first 
year  oi  the  plan.  Consid- 
erable headway  was  made 
in  the  area  of  rural  deve- 
lopment and  provision  of 
clean  drinkmg  water  to  to- 
wns, cities  and  hamlets. 

Under  the  rural  develop- 
ment programme  20  bridg- 
es were  built,  construction 
of  another  six  bridges  pro- 
gressed up  to  80  per  cent, 
and  construction  work  con- 
tinues on  400  culverts,  78 
small  irrigation  projects,  17 
drinking  water  projects 
and  building  of  260  kilom- 
etres of  village  and  farm 
roads. 

Work  on  the  second  stage 
of  Jalalabad,  Kandahar, 
Herat  and  Mazare  Sharif 
drinking  water  networks 
was  started.  The  Khanabad 
city  water  system  was  ex- 
panded and  studies  began 
on  updating  the  water  sy- 
stem of  Charikar.  Twelve 
wells  were  sunk  in  Afshar 
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to  increase  water  suoply  to 
Kabul,  and  work  continued 
on  completion  of  Ghazni 
drinkin^f  water  system. 

In  the  context  of  cultu- 
ral services  the  work  pro- 
gramme desisrned  on  the 
basis  of  determined  priori- 
ties made  sisfnificant  prosf- 
ress.  The  annex  of  Kabul 
Mu*?eum  was  completed,  and 
restoration  of  historical 
monuments  in  Herat.  Fad- 
da,  Bost,  Ghazni  and  Bam- 
ian  continued.  A  road  lead- 
inff  to  the  Asmai  mountain 
ton  where  the  televi<?ion  an- 
tenna tower  is  under  con- 
struction was  coTistriictpd 
and  huildinsr  also  be^an  of 
television  studios.  Both  the 
tower  and  the  studio  buil- 
dinsrs  will  be  completed  this 
year. 

In  the  lierht  of  above  de- 
tails it  mav  be  noted  that 
fortunatf^lv  in  mo^t  parts 
the  obiectives  set  for  the 
fir^t  vear  of  the  Seven  Year 
Plan  in  snite  of  a  number 
of  technical  obstacles  were 
achf^ived. 

The  favourable  econo- 
mic situation  duringf  the 
past  year  works   for  more 
extensive  and  productive 
undertakings     during  the 
current,     and  subseouent 
years  of  the  plan  period. 
Eventhousrh    loans  and  gr- 
ants were  not  made  use  of 
to  the  extent  foreseen  in 
the  plan  due  to  noncomp- 
letion  of  technical  and  eco- 
nomic studies  and  project 
preparation  work,  regular 


atid  development  expendi- 
tures of  the  state  rose  by 
an  appreciable  margin.  Th- 
is greater  input  positive- 
ly affect  the  rate  of  econo- 
mic growth. 

During  the  year  employ- 
ment opportunities  in  pu- 
blic sector  expanded  from 
55  thousand  in  1?J54  to 
62  thousand  in  1355,  an 
increase  of  13  per  cent. 
EcoTiomic  development,  and 
meaningful  investment  re- 
quire a  healthy  and  sound 
administrative  and  mana- 
gement machinery  and  sys- 
tem. Tn  other  words  so  long 
as  the  management  and 
administrative  side  does 
not  come  to  its  own  and 
so  lonsr  as  the  elements  of 
production  are  not  blended 
and  incorporated  effident- 
Iv  and  productively  bv  well- 
fun  cti  onin  sf  m  an  agem  ent 
and  administration  great- 
er rate  of  growth  is  im- 
ossible  to  achieve. 

To  achieve  this,  the  Re- 
publican state  in  1355  ap- 
pointed an  authoritative 
committee  to  study  admi- 
nistrative and  management 
problems  in  the  country, 
and  seek  ways  to  over  come 
them  and  propose  an  orga- 
nisation which  would  sho- 
ulder the  responsibility  of 
application  of  administra- 
tive reforms.  Activities  in 
this  sphere  continue,  and 
the  subject  is  according 
to  priority  in  government 
work  programmes. 

To  plan  etfective,  and 
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to  implement  the  plans 
effectively,  it  is  proposed 
that  an  Institute  for  Plan- 
ning and  Development  of 
Administration  should  be 
established  in  the  frame- 
work of  the  administrative 
reforms  department.  For- 
tunately the  groundwork  ot 
the  establishment  of  this 
institute  has  already  been 
carried  out  with  the  coope- 
ration of  the  United  Nati- 
ons Development  Progra- 
mme, and  it  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  launched  during 
the  current  Afghan  year. 

Planning    constitutes  a 
continuing    process.  Like^ 
wise  plan  application  sho- 
uld be  under  constant  ass- 
essment and  evaluation.  To 
take  proper  and  timely  de- 
cisions availability  of  auth- 
entic data  and  statistics  is 
a  vital  need.  Hence  the 
Central  Statistics  Bureau 
of  Afghanistan,  with  help 
from  concerned  internati- 
onal organisations,  has  pa- 
ved the  way  for  a  first  ge- 
neral census.  The  working 
plans  were    prepared  in 
1355,  and  practical  prepar- 
ations, sampling  and  pilot 
census  schemes  will  be  co- 
mpleted during  the  current 
year.  The  general  census, 
in  accordance  with  the  pl- 
an, will  be  taken  next  ye- 
ar. 

Technical  and  economic 
studies  of  projects,  and  pr- 
eparation of  engnieering 
designs,    are     of  special 
importance  from  the  view 


point  of  sustained  and  mo- 
stly selfreliant  developm- 
ent. With  the  establishment 
of  essential  institutions  ef- 
fective   utilisation  of  eco- 
nomic   potentials    and  re- 
sources of  the  country  will 
prove     immensely  diffic- 
ult to  achieve  in  accordance 
with    national  priorities. 
Considering  this  fact  an  in- 
stitute for    technical  and 
economic  studies  of  water 
and  soil   resources  was  es- 
tablished in  the  framework 
Of  the  Ministry  of  Water 
and  Power.  As  similar  in- 
stitute for     carrying  out 
technical  and  economic  fe- 
asibility studies,    and  pro- 
ject preparation  work  for 
industrial  schemes    will  be 
formed  in  the  framework 
of  the     Industrial  Deve- 
lopment Bank. 

To  conclude  this  review 
allow  me  to  reiterate  that 
creation  of  a  prosperous  so- 
ciety for  the  future  genera- 
tions is  impossible  without 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the 
people  in  the  present  junc- 
ture. To  build  a  proud,  and 
prosperous  society  it  is  the 
obligation  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  th<e  Afghan  nation 
to  cooperate  with  the  state 
genuinely  with  complete 
awareness  of  their  duties 
before  the  people  in  this 
sensitive    phase  of  history 
so  that  to  the  extent  possi- 
ble we  mobilise  and  exp- 
end all  our    human  and 
material  resources   for  the 
achievements  of  this  vital 
objective. 
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We  are  firmly  convinced 
that  in  the  light  of  these 
principles  our  nation,  as  it 
surmounted  obstacles  in 
the  course  of  history  and 
preserved  its  national  id- 
entity, can^  relying  on  the 


deep  sentiments  of  uatr- 
iotism,  open  its  way  tow- 
ards a  glorious  and  bright 
future.  May  God  help  us. 

Long  live  Afghanistan. 
Long  live  the  Republic. 
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Work  reports 

of  various  ministries, 
other  governmental 
organisations 


Ministry  of  Mines 
and  Industries 


Minerals  of 
Afghanistan 

The  Mineral  Survey  and 
Geology  Department'3  sea- 
rch for  minerals  is  o'ngoing. 
The  Department  sends  its 
experts  to  every  part  of  the 
country  where  possibility  of 
minerals  may  exist.  The  de- 
partment prepares  geologi- 
cal maps  of  different  sca- 
les of  places  where  a  mine- 
ral is  expected  to  occur.  Af- 
ter preliminary  survey  and 
study,  detailed  surveys  are 
carried  out  for  locating  the 
minerals,  and  determining 
of  their  percentage  and 
weight.  For  the  establishm- 
ent of  a  mineral  drilling, 
digging  of  tunnels,  specim- 
en taking  by  electric  drill- 
ing etc.  are  dojae. 

Following  is  in  brief  the 
jobs  done  by  the  depart- 
ment: 

1.  HAJIGAK  MINES : 
The  preliminary  and  det- 
ailed study  has  been  com- 
pleted and  survey  carried 
out.  The  estimation  of  the 
deposits  has  also  been  done. 


2.  SHABASHAK  COAL 
MINES:  Mapping  and  sur- 
vey ha3  been  completed  and 
since  sometime  exploitation 
of  the  mines  has  begun. 

3.  BARITE: 

The  barite  mines  of  He- 
rat, talc  of  Achin  and  Ma- 
makhel  which  were  survey- 
ed earlier  are  being  exploi- 
ted. Not  only  the  mineral 
has  been  extracted    but  is 
being  utilised  in  the  neces- 
sary pla:ats  and  projects  wh- 
ere it  finds  use.  Similarly 
Bakhod  mines  of  Kandahar, 
Darband  copper,    Johar  co- 
pper Ainak  copper,  Taghar 
copper  and  Samti  gold  min- 
es have  been  surveyed.  Fur- 
ther studies  and  survey  of 
these  mines  continues.  At 
the  same  time  the  Geologi- 
cal Survey  Department  has 
drawn  special  plaTis    as  a 
part  Of  the  Seven  Year  De- 
velopment Plan  of   the  Sta- 
te for  the  survey  of  miner- 
als throughout  the  country. 

Following  are  the  salient 
features  of  the  operations 
to  be  carried  out  under  the 
plan : 

Complex  studies  are  be- 
ing carried  out  to  the  South 


Of  Kabul  on  a  750  sq.  kilo- 
meter area  for  copper  whe- 
re 84  signs  exist  and  in  most 
prominent  copper  bearing 
areas  like  Ainak,  Johar, 
Darband  and  Taghar  geo- 
logical and  geophysical  sur- 
vey and  study  is  already 
underway  since  1974. 

Out  of  all  copper  mines 
Ainak  has  been   closely  stu- 
died. In  the    Ainak  mines 
on  an  area  of  10  sq.  kms. 
three  zones    central,  wes- 
tern and  southern  have  been 
established     and  mineral 
has  been  found  after  explo- 
ratory drilling.    The  perc- 
ent of  copper  in  Ainak  has 
been  found  1.1  to  1.3  in  the 
layers  near  to  ground  and 
1  5  to  2.5  in  the  layer  un- 
derneath. The  deposit^  est- 
imated   presently  in  Ainak 
amount  to  four  million  tons 
approximately.  Interesting 
copper  zones  have  also  been 
discovered  10  to  15  kilom- 
eters from  Ainak  in  Darb- 
and, Jauhar  and  Taghar.  Ex- 
ploratory work  is  being  car- 
ried out  in  those  mines  also. 

It  needs  to  be  mentioned 
here  that  a  copper  smeltifig 
plant  is  foreseen  in  the  Sev- 
en Year  Development  Plan 
of  the  state.  The  copper 
smelting    complex  begins 
this  current  Afghan  year 
and  will  be  producing  cop- 
per within  ten  years.  Dur- 
ing the  first  two  years  the 
complex  will  need  264,268,- 
000  afghanis  and  by  the  ti- 
me it  is  completed  it  would 


have  spent  another  5,621,- 
689,000  afghanis. 

Further  studies  will  be 
carried  out  on  Welfrom,  tin, 
Mercury,  gold,  rare  metals, 
lithium,  tantalum,  beryl, 
etc.  and  also  precious  sto- 
nes, conzite,  torcoise,  eme- 
rald, lapis-lazuli  etc. 

Since  Saratan  1355  to 
Saratan  1?^6  the  experts 
group  Cx  the  mines  and  mi- 
neral and  Geological  Depa- 
rtment Of  the  Ministry  of 
Mines  and  Industry  'id  out 
the  follow^ing: 

4596    kilometres  of  map- 
ping of     different  scales. 
29,949  meters    of  central 
mechanical,    529  hammer 
drilling^    29,300  cubic  me- 
ters of  tunnelling,    359  me- 
ters well  digging.  On  the 
basis  of  the  policy  of  the 
state  and  plans  and  progr- 
ams of  the  Ministry  of  Mi- 
nes and  Industry  the  explo- 
itation of  many  mines  has 
begun  and  continues. 

BARITE  OF  SANGALAN 
IN  HERAT: 

The  exploitation  of  the 
mines  began  in  1974  and 
thus  far  more  than  5,600 
tons  of  barite  has  been  ex- 
tracted from  the  mines  and 
besides  consumption  in  the 
local  industry  some  of  it 
has  also  been  exported  fet- 
ching foreign  exchange. 

TALC  MINES: 
Talc  from  Mama  Khel 
and  Achin  mines  is  of  high 
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quality  and  so  far  9,000  tons 
of  it  has  been  extracted  fr- 
om the  mines  and  the  maj- 
or part  of  its  has  been  ex- 
ported. 

LAPIZ  LAZULI : 

Lapiz  Lazuli  of  Badakh- 
shan  is  world  famous  and 
since  the  last  so  many  years 
the  work  on  its  extraction 
is  conti'nuing.  Most  of  the 
lapiz  lazuli  mined  in  Bada- 
khshan  is  exported  to  for- 
eign countries  and  since  Sa- 
ratan  1355  to  Saratan  1356 
more  than  seven  tons  of 
the  stone  has  bee'n  extract- 
ed and  sold. 

COAL  MINES: 

Extraction  of  coal  is  gett- 
ing priority  in  the  develop- 
ment plans  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan.  Given  that 
coal  runs  important  indust- 
ry in  the  cou'ntry  the  gov- 
ernment is  paying  keen  att- 
ention for  the  expansion  of 
its  development.  So  far 
more  than  155,348  tons  of 
coal  has  been  extracted  fr- 
om Karkar,  Ashpashta,  Da- 
rah  Sof,  and  Sabzak  coal 
mi'nes  of  Herat  and  has 
been  used  as  fuel  in  the 
country. 

SALT: 

Salt  has  a  very  long  stan- 
ding history  in  Afghanistan. 
It  is  being  mined  in  the  co- 
untry since  ancient  days  and 
Afghanistan  is  self-suffici- 
ent. 73600  tons  salt  has 
been  extracted  in  the  past 
few  years. 


Industries  in 
Afghanistan 

More  than  80  percent  of 
the  population  in  Afghanis- 
tan wins  its  bread  and  butt- 
er from  agriculture  as  its 
ancestral  profession.  The 
major  cash  crops  of  the 
country  are  cotton^  sugar  ca- 
ne and  sugar  beet. 

The  state  in  order  to  ma- 
ke a  more  profitable  use  of 
the  cash  crops  has  been 
paying  attention  at  industri- 
alisation of  the  country.  Of 
the  Afghan  industry  tex- 
tile is  among  the  old,  tim- 
ers. A  sugar  factory  is  also 
functioning  in  Baghlati  but 
more  are  envisaged  in  the 
Seven  Year  Development 
Plany  of  the  State.  Some 
quantities  of  textile  prod- 
uced in  the  country  has  also 
been  exported. 

The  major  textile  mills 
in  Afghanistan  in  the  pub- 
lic sector  are  Bagrami, 
Balkh,  Gulbahar,  and  Pule 
Khumri.  The  present  pro- 
duction of  textile  in  the  co- 
untry is  not  sufficient  to 
meet  the  local  demand  the 
Seven  Year  Plan  of  he  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  fore- 
sees the  construction  of  a 
new  textile  mill.  The  pre- 
liminary work  on  many  of 
the  textile  factories  has 
been  completed.  Following 
is  in  brief  the  account  of 
the  new  mills: 
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HERAT  TEXTILE  MILLS : 
The  Herat  Cotton  Comp- 
any will  produce  upon  co- 
mpletion 12  million  meters 
of  doth  per  year  and  500 
tons  of  thread.  The  mill  is 
part  of  the  Seven  Year  Pl- 
an. The  preliminary  work 
on  the  mill  has  been  comp- 
leted and  the  construction 
work  is  being  carried  out 
by  Banai  Construction  Unit. 
The  work  is  expected  to  be 
completed  by  the  end  of 
the  next  Afghan  year. 

KANDAHAR  TEXTILE 
FACTORY : 

The  Kandahar  Cotton  Te- 
xtile Mill  is  also  a  part  of 
the  Seven  Year  Plan  and  is 
expected  to  produce  40 
miUion  meters  of  cloth  and 
1000  tons  of  thread.  The 
construction  of  the  factory 
began  in  mid  1355  and  will 
be  completed  by  1357. 

KANDAHAR  WOOLEN 
TEXTILE  MILL: 

The  factory  will  produce, 
after  it  begins  operation, 
600,000  meters  of  woolen 
textile  and  300  tons  of  car- 
pet thread.  The  constructi- 
on work  still  continues  and 
by  the  beginning  of  next  ye- 
ar the  factory  will  be  ready 
for  production. 

BALKH  TEXTILE  MILL 
EXTENSION  PROGRAM: 

The  Balkh  Textile  mill 
produces  approximately  ei- 
ght million  meters  of  text- 
iles every  year  according  to 


the  Seven  Year  Plan  the  pr- 
oduction will  be  raised  from 
8  to  12  milhon  meters  of 
cloth  per  year  similarly  the 
production  of  cotton  thread 
will  be  increased  to  1600 
tons  per  year.  The  constr- 
uction and  machine  insta- 
llation work  began  in  mid 
1355  and  is  expected  to  be 
completed  soon. 

HERAT  CEMENT  FAC- 
TORY: 

The  Herat  Cotton  Compa- 
ny, part  of  Seven  Year  Pl- 
an, will  produce  after  com- 
pletion more  than  210,000 
tons  of  cement  annually. 
The  technical  and  econom- 
ic feasibility  studies  of  the 
project  have  been  complet- 
ed. 

GRISHK  GINNING  PLANT: 
This  factory  has  stipula- 
ted in  the  Seven    Year  De- 
velopment    Plan     of  the 
State  to  expand  and  deve- 
lop gin  and  press  activities 
in  Helmand,  Farah,  and  Ka- 
ndahar.    The  preliminary 
studies  of  the  project  were 
completed  in  1355  and  the 
construction    work  began 
during  the    current  year. 
Expansion  of  the  oil  extra- 
ction and  gin  and  press  pl- 
ants of  Lashkargah  is  also 
envisaged.    The  work  on 
^odowns  and  measuring  roo- 
ms  continues. 

GlH  AND  PRESS  AND 
OIL  EXTRACTION  PLANT 
OF  BADGHIS : 

The  Badghis  plant  with 
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a  capacity  of  5,500  tons  of 
ginned  cotton  and  1345  totis 
of  oil  is  foreseen.  The  eco- 
nomic feasibility  studies 
were  completed  in  1355  and 
the  offers  for  its  construc- 
tion and  machinery  have 
been  received  and  are  being 
studied  and  assessed. 

GIN  AND  PRESS  PLANTS 
OF  KUNDUZ: 

This  plant  is  expected  to 
produce  15,000  tons  of  gin- 
ned cotton  per  year  and  ini- 
tial studies  have  been  com- 
pleted ! 

BAGHLAN  SUGAR  FAC' 
TORY: 

The  new  Ba^hlan  sugar 
factory  is  expected  to  pro- 
duce mor^  than  27,000  tons 
of  sugar  per  year.  The  eco- 
nomic and  technical  feasi- 
bility studies  report  has 
been  completed  and  offers 
have  been  received  for  con- 
struction and  installation  of 
machinery.  The  offers  are 
being  scrutinised. 

KUNDUZ  OIL  EXTRAC- 
TION PLANT: 

The  Kunduz  oil  extraction 
plant  will  produce  annually 
8,000  tons  of  oil.  The  eco- 
nomic and  technical  feasi- 
bility report  has  been  pre- 
pared and  construction  plan 
will  b^  finalised  this  year. 

KANDAHAR  FRUIT 
FACTORY: 

The  present  factory  is 
planned  to  be  expanded  fr- 
om the  present  capacity  of 


processing  200  tons  fruit 
per  year  to  2250  tons  ann- 
ually. The  feasibility  stu- 
dy reports  have  been  com- 
pleted. 

PARWAN  PAPER  FACT- 
ORY: 

The  economic  and  techni- 
cal  feasibility  study  rep- 
orts have  been  completed 
and  the  factory  is  expected 
to  produce  five  tons  of  pa- 
per per  year. 

GTTA7NT  AND  STTAHRAK 
SLAUGHTER  HOUSES: 

The  economic  and  tech- 
nical feasibility  study  rep- 
orts have  been  completed. 

GHA7NT  LEATHER 
pnoTFrT: 

Thf^  ernnomic  and  tech- 
nfrfil  ff^^icihilitv    stnflv  re- 
poi'ts  have  been  com nl^ted 
and  the  work    will  begin 
soon 

STT^"R  MATrmn  FArrn-RV! 

cal  feasibilitv  stndv  reports 
have  b^*^ri  comnlpteri  and 
snrvev  has  hf*en  carried  out. 
The  offers  have  also  been 
received. 

CATT^TIC  SODA  PRO- 
JECT: 

The  economic  and  techni- 
cal feasibility  studv  reports 
have  been  comnleted  and 
further  study  will  be  car- 
ried Out  in  near  future. 
GLASS  FACTORY: 
The  economic    and  tech- 
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nical    study    reports  have 
been  completed. 

Also  a  plastic  bag  prod- 
ucing plant  is  under  study, 
similarly  the  renovation  of 
a  number  of  gin  a!nd  press 
plants  will  also  be  carried 
out. 

KABUL  INDUSTRIAL 
PARKS: 

The  Industrial  Sites  De- 
velopment Department  has 
readied  a  number  of  plots 
for  use  by  the  factories  and 
during  1355  some  plots  we- 
re given  to  the  prospective 
entrepreneurs.  Some  of  the 
factories  have  already  been 
completed  in  the  Industrial 
Park  area.  Studies  have  al- 
so been  carried  out  for  in- 
dustrial park  establishment 
in  Herat,  Kandahar,  and 
Balkh. 

Following  is  the  producti- 
on statistitis  of  textile,  ferti- 
liser,  and  power,  cement, 
gin  and  press  and  oil  extra- 
ction plants  between  Sara- 
tan  1355  to  Saratan  1356: 

Cotton  textiles  22,364.480 
meters,  woolen  textile  282,* 
032  meters,  urea  fertiliser 
62.291.88  tons,  power  151,- 
677.868  thousand  kilowatts 
per  hour,  cement  135.945 
tons,  ginned  cotton  44.935.- 
469  tons,  edible  oil  9226.877 
tons,  oil  cake  24.842  tons, 
soap,  cakes  5,525,643.  Most 
of  the  products  were  sold 
in  the  local  markets  and  so- 
me of  the  oil  cake,  ginned 
cotton  and  urea  fertiliser 
were  exported.  Similady  in 
the  ceramic  factory  variet- 


ies of  pottery  and  etectaic 
insulators  were  prodoc^ 
and  sold  in  the  local  madc- 
et.  The  bicycle  ftictory  abo 
produced  bicycles. 

The  Afghan  mobil  and 
carpentary  and  l^idary  fa^ 
ctories  also  produced  aswl 
sold  their  products. 

The  Jangalak  factories 
played  an  important  role  in 
the  industrial  sector.  Be- 
sides producing  a  ©umber 
of  agricuHnral  imilleiaents 
the  factories  made  bo* es 
for  vehicles  and  repaired  a 
large  number  of  others. 

Oil  and  gas 
exploration 
in  Afghanistan 

The  Affflianistan  Nation- 
al    Petroleum  Company 
( ANPC)  solely  responsible 
for  the  oil  and  gas  ^letrirc- 
tion  in  the  country.  Tlie  Co- 
mpany has  taken  up  the 
ploitation  of  the  already 
known  reserves  and  is  al- 
ways on  the  look-ont  for 
the  new     ones.  Afghanist- 
an's underground  treasures 
are  vast  and  most  parts  ^ 
the  country    still  remain 

untanpe^. 

The  Afgjiairistan  Nation- 
al Petroleum  Company  (AN- 
PC)  is  functioning  in  all  par- 
ts of  the  country  where  the 
geofifraphical,  geological,  te- 
ctonics and  stral^grapMcal 
conditions  so  desire.  Hie 
country  has  been  divided  in- 
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to  various  zones  on  the  ba- 
sis of  ^udies  carried  out  in 
this  regm*d: 

1.  NORTH  AM)  NORTH 
WISTERN  PARTS  OF  THE 
COUNTRY : 

This  region  begins  from 
Sabzak  in  Herat  and  ext- 
ends to  Takhar  province. 
The  northem  boundaries 
©f  this  regions  run  parallel 
to  Swiet  Union  border,  the 
southern  part  runs  along 
with  the  Hindukush  mo- 
untains, on  the  eastern  side 
with  Pamir  mid  Badakhsh- 
an  and  on  the  western  part 
by  Sabzak  mountains  in 
Herat.  Thick  sedimentary 
layers  with  oil4adden  stones 
have  been  found  in  this 
area.  Also  tiatural  forma- 
tions hinting  to  oil  md  gas 
occurance  have  been  disco- 
vered in  this  area,  some  oil 
and  gas  reserves  have  alr- 
eady been  struck  in  this 
area  which  give  the  region 
ask  ecoaomic  importaflice  fr- 
om the  oil  and  gas  point  of 
viewv  Hie  oil  and  gas  reser- 
ves in  this  area  generally 
occur  in  Gatrief  and  Joraslk 
layers. 

2.  WESTERN  REGION: 
This  covers  all  the  west- 
em   parts  of  the  country 
bounded  oU  the  eastern  side 
by  the  west  Heravi  road  on 
the  northern  sMe  by  the 
winding   Harirod   river,  on 
the  soi^ern  side  by  Sistan 
penetration  and  on  the  wes- 
tern side  by  the  western  bo- 
i^daries    of  Afghanistan 
with  Iran,  The  area  appears 


to  be  impregnated  with  oil 
and  gas  reserves.  It  has  rich 
sedimentary  layers  and  na- 
tural formations  point  to 
the  presence  of  oil  and  gas. 

3.  SOUTH  WESTERN  RE- 
GION (Farah  block):  This 
is  located  in  the  south  wes- 
tern part  of  the  country  and 
is  covered  with  sedimentary 
stones  and  is  a  potential  ar- 
ea for  exploitation. 

4.  SOUTHERN  OR  SOU- 
TH EASTERN  REGION  (Ka- 
tawaz):  This  region  is  bo- 
unded on  the  West  by  Cha- 
man^  on  the  East  and  West 
by  Pashtunistan  belt  and 
on  the  North  by  Kabul. 

The  studies  carried  out 
sometime  ago  by  some  Ger- 
man geologists  presence  of 
oil  and  gas  is  possiMe.  Spe- 
cimens collected  from  the 
region  prove  this.  According 
to  studies  carried  out  lately 
by  some  scientists  convinc- 
ing evidence  has  been  col- 
lected, like  the  linkage  of 
the  Katawaz  area  via  Gitaz 
mountains^  with  mountains 
in  Iran,  that  oil  and  gas  mi- 
ght be  found  in  this  area. 

For  the  purpose  of  strik- 
ing and  discovering  feasible 
oil  md  gas  reserves  in  the 
area  aforementioned  which 
form  the  core  of  the  activi- 
ties of  the  ANPC  a  series 
of  systematic  studies 
stage  by  stage  is  necessary 
which  brings  the  company 
doser  to  its  objectives.  Fol- 
lowing is  in  brief  the  syste- 
mic study  which  should  be 
carried  out  according  to  a 
regular  program  : 


399 


1.  GEOLOGICAL  STUDIES 
This  consists  of  geologi- 
cal studies,  topographical 
activities,  topogeodesy,  ma- 
pping on  different  scales, 
drawing  and  preparation  of 
stratographical  data. 

2.  GEOPHYSICS: 

For  establishment  of  the 
authenticity  of  specimens 
found  gravimetric  aero  ma- 
gnetic and  seismic  surv- 
eys are  necessary.  The  geo- 
logical and  geophysical  sur- 
veys are  linked  closely  and 
after  the  two  have  been 
completed  the  exploratory 
drilling  is  permissible. 

3.  EXPLORATORY  DRIL- 
LING: 

This  is  the  last  and  final 
tool  for  laying  hand  on  oil 
and  gas  reserves. 

4.  DEVELOPMENT  OF 
OIL  AND  GAS  RESERVES 
AND  THEIR  EXPLOITATI- 
ON: 

This  comes  last  to  all  the 
discovery    efforts  for  oil 
and  gas.  Once  presence  of 
the  oil  and    gas  deposits 
at  a  particular  point  is  san- 
ctioned by  the  first  three 
discovery  means  exploitati- 
on begins  with  the  drilling 
of  wells.  This  is  then,  as  any 
where,  followed    by  laying 
of    transmission  pipelines 
and  establishment  of  petro- 
chemical industry. 

A  birds  eye  view  of  the 
our  past  oil  and  gas  activi- 
ties shows  that  the  histori- 
cal first  stone  in  oil  explora- 
tion was  laid  in  Afghanist- 


an in  1955  when  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic  Mu- 
hammad Daoud  was  the  he- 
ad of  tJie  government  of 
Afghanistan.  The  work  be- 
gan under  the  stewardship 
of  our  National  Leader  in 
1955  in  the  northern  region 
of  tne  country. 

Following  is  a  brief  resu- 
me Of  the  activities  perf- 
ormed between  1955  and 
1976  in  the  oil  and  gas  field 
in  Afghanistan: 

A.  GEOLOGICAL: 

1.  Mapping  to  the  tune 
of  1:  500/000,    62/310  squ- 
are kilometers    in  Herat, 
Fariab,    JauzjaXi,  Mazare 
Sharif  and  Kunduz. 

2.  Geological  mapping 
equivalent    to    1 : 200/000, 
1/500  sq.  kilometers  in  Shi- 
berghan,  Sare  Pul,  Aq  Kap- 
rak,  Albarzo  etc* 

3.  Geological  mapping  to 
the  tune  of  1:100/000,  5/- 
552  sq.  kilometers. 

4.  Mapping  to  the  tune 

of  1:50/000,  63:280  sq. 
kilometerg  in  Maimana,  Al- 
berzo,  Khanabad,  Samang- 
an,  Tashqurguzar,  Sancha- 
rak. 

5.  Geological  mapping  eq- 
uivalent to  1:  25/000,  7.15 
sq.  kilometers  in  Angot,  Ya- 
tam  Taq,  Khwaja  Gogirdak, 
Yalarighach  etc. 

B-GEOPHYSICAL : 

1.  Aero— magnetic  survey 
to  the  scale  of  1:60000,  — 
86/000  sq.  kilometers. 

2.  Greometric  survey  to 
the  scale  of  1:200,000;  36/- 
868  sq.  kilometres  in  Shib- 
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erghan,  Jangal  Kalaii,  Mo- 
hammad Jan  Agar,  Imam 
Saheb,  Chamtal  Kunduz  to 
Shiberghan  Port. 

3.  Seismic  survey  reflec- 
tion 6558  kilometers  pro- 
file. 

4.  Seismic  refraction  su- 
rvey 600  kilometers  prof- 
ile. 

C.  Aerial  photography 
63/000  sq.  kilometers. 

D.  Hydrological  survey 
1:500/000,  —  42/000  sq. 
kilometers. 

E.  Topography  survey, 
f.  Drillings; 

1.  Hydrological  drilling 
13,231  meters. 

2.  Constructive  drilling 
30946  meters. 

3.  Exploratory  drilling 
260,891  meters. 

4.  Extraction  drilling  81956 
meters. 

As  a  result  of  the  above 
mentioned  activities  betw- 
een 1955-1976  the  oil  and 
gas  reserves  were  discover- 
ed in  the  central  part  of 
the  northern  zone. 

a.  67  milliards  cubic  me- 
ter of  soft  gas  in  the  gatrief 
layers  in  Khwaja  Gogirdak 
and  atam  Taq  formations. 

b.  Sour  gas  2.5  milliar- 
ds cubic  meters  of  gas  in 
gatrief  layers    in  Khwaja 
Bolan  Yatam  Taq,  Jarqduq, 
Jorsik,    Khwaja  Gogirdak. 

c.  Presence  of  gas  in  the 
Jama  Wasik  formations  was 
established  as  a  result  of  ex- 
ploratory drilling  carried 
out.  The  estimates  of  the 
results  will  be  made  latter. 

d.  Discovery    and  estima- 


tion of  Angot  petroleum  de- 
posits in  the  Sare  Pul  dist- 
rict, vicinity.  The  amount 
of  extractable  oil  in  these 
reserves  has  been  estimated 
to  be  2.88  million  tons. 

e.  Completion  of  the  te- 
chnical and  economic  fea- 
sibility studies  in  along  with 
project  making  of  Khwaja 
Gogirdak  gas  reserves  and 
also  development  of  the  gas 
fields  by  establishing  a  gas 
dehydration  plant. 

f.  Extention  of  gas  trans- 
mission pipeline  with  a  dia- 
meter of  820  mm.  and  with 
a  length  of  100  kilometers 
from  the  gas  deposits  to 
the  Soviet  border. 

g.  Construction  and  com- 
pletion of  a  pipeline  with 
340  mm  and  88  kilometers 
length  upto  the  Mazare  Sh- 
arif Fertiliser  and  Power 
Plant  from  the  gas  depo- 
sits for  running  of  the  fac- 
tory and  production  of  the 
fertiliser  and  thermo-  po- 
wer. 

After  the  establishment  of 
the  Republican  regime  in 
the  country  and  with  the 
realisation  that  oil  and  gas 
form  the  basic  infrastruct- 
ure more  attention  is  being 
paid  to  this  sector  and  more 
lofty  programs  are  in  the 
offing. 

The  creation  of  Afghan 
National   Petroleum  Comp- 
any in  1974  is  a  milestone 
in  the  history  of  oil  and  gas 
in  Afghanistan.    The  Com- 
pany was  created  to  better 
coordinate  the  oil  and  gas 
activities  in     the  country 
based  on    the  progressive 
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policy  of  the  Republicaia  re- 
gime. The  Charter  of  the 
Coiapany  was  promulgated 
simultaneously  wth  its  cr- 
eation. 

Keeping  above  the  inter- 
est of  the  state  it  was  dee- 
med necessary  that  foreign 
investment  be  invited  from 
itttamatiomal  companies  in 
Afghanistan. 

Following  is  a  review  of 
important  development  ac- 
tivitiesc  performed  in  the 
frsmework  of  the  develop- 
ment projects  of  the  Repu- 
blican regime. 

A.  PETROLEUM : 

1.  Discovery  of  the  Aq 
Daria  deposits  25  kilomet- 
ers south  of  Sare  Pul  city. 
Approximately  two  million 
tons  of  petroleum  will  be 
extracted  from  these  re- 
serves. 

2.  Discovery  of  oil  reser- 
ves in  Qashqari  formations 
20  kilometres  South  of  Sa- 
re  Pul  district.  The  deiK)- 
sits  are  expected  to  out  wei- 
gh the  Angot  reserves  man- 
ifolds and  the  e^imate  will 
be  completed  by  the  end  of 
1356. 

3.  Di^very  of  oil  in  Ali 
Gul  located  in  Ghormatdi 
Alaqadari  of  Fariab  provin- 
ce. The  drilling  for  estima- 
tion of  the  deposits  contin- 
ues. 

4.  Discovery  of  oil  in  Ba- 
zar Kami  GO  kilometers  sou- 
th of  Shiberghan  dty.  Pre- 
sently the  drilling  for  esti- 
mation of  the  deposits  still 
continues. 

5.  After    the  discovery 


and  establishment  of  the 
Aq  Daria    reserves  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  oil  refinery 
was  raised  from  psopmed 
100,000  tons  of  oil  per  year 
to  200,000  tons  per  year. 
Similarly    the  location  of 
the  refinery  was  sliifted  fr- 
om the  earlier  planned  in 
the  vicinity  of  Mazare  Sha- 
rif Power    and  Fertiliser 
Plant  next  to  sulphur  des- 
ulphurization  plant  in  Jarq- 
duq. 

Recaitly  vMh  the  discov- 
ery of  Qashqari  and  Bazar 
Kami  oil  reserves  the  capa- 
city of  the  refinery  will  be 

raised  from  2(KJ»0(K)  tons 
per  year  to  500,000  tons 
per  year.  It  is  ejected  th- 
at for  the  development  of 
oil  fields  and  for  project 
making  of  the  pipel^  tra^i- 
smitting  crude  oil  frc^  oil 
r^erves  to  the  refinery  and 
also  project  m^kimg  of  the 
refinery  will  be  taken  up 
shortly  by  the  Smiet  i^v- 
ernment  under  a  contrerct 
signed  recently. 

With  the  ci»npletiofl  of 
the  oil  refinery  the  needs 
of  the  country  for  oil,  pet- 
rol, diesel,  kerosene,  oil, 
etc.  will  be  met  to  a^coni^d- 
erable  extent.  The  a^Aalt 
to  be  produced  by  the  refi- 
nery will  be  imich  more 
than  the  requiremOTts  of  the 
local  market  ami  it  is  pe- 
eled that  the  excess  be 
exported.  Hie  refinery  will 
produce,  kerosene  oil,  pet- 
rol, diesel^  mazot  and  asp- 
halt (coaUar). 
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B~-SOUR  GAS 

1.  The  sour  gas  deposits 
of  JarjK[  Duq    have  been 
estanated  to  be  30  milliard 
cuMc  meters  of  gas. 

2.  Completion  of  economic 
and    technical  feasibility 
studies  €(lid  utilisation  of 
sour  gas  of  Jaroduq  consists 
of  the  following: 

a.  Development  of  the  re- 
serves that  is  readying  the 
reaves  for  exploitation  and 
f extraction  of  two  mill- 
iards cubic  meters  of  gas 
and  drilling  of  44  wells  with 
an  average  depth  of  2100 
meters  and  equipping  the 
wells  with  necessary  equip- 
ments and  connecting  them 
witb  gas  accumulations. 

b.  The  tiatural  gas  of 
Jarqduq  is  sour  consisting 
of  hydrogen  sulphide  and 
hydrogen  dioxide,  therefo- 
re for  the  normal  transm- 
ission of  the  g^  to  other  po- 
ints and  to  make  usid)Ie  in 
industry  its  refining  is  ne- 
cessary. 

c.  Extension  of  the  pioe- 
line  with  820  mm.  diameter 
and  construction  of  30  kil- 
ometers pineline  for  trans- 
fer of  cfas  from  the  refinery 
to  Khawia  Gofifirdj»k.  Al- 
so ejriension  of  pipeHne  with 
159  mm  diameter  from  the 
main  pipeline  upto  the  Shi- 
berehan  city,  a  distance  of 
11  Wlometers,  for  industr- 
ial use. 

d.  E^^ension  of  the  elec- 
tric traufmrisskm  line  35,- 
000  volt  from  the  centre  of 
the  refinery  to  the  SWber- 
ghan  city,  with  sub-nations. 


3.  Completion  of  project 
making  of  the  aforementi- 
oned works. 

4.  Signing  of  an  agreem- 
ent on  turn-key  basis  with 
Soviet    Metpromexport  of 
Soviet  Union. 

5.  Beginning  of  the  des- 
ulphurisation    plant  with 
all  its    estaWishment  and 
drillii^  for   extraction  of 
gas. 

6.  Before  1974  there 
was  no  defensive  device  ag- 
ainst ionization  through- 
out the  820mm  diameter  pi- 
peline from  Khawja  Gog- 
irdak  to  the  bonier  of  Afg- 
hanistan and  also  of  340  mm 
diameter  from  the  gas  de- 
posits to  the  fertiliser  and 
power  plant  and  the  pipe- 
lines were  rusted  very  oft- 
en specially  in  the  salty  re- 
gions whidh  resulted  in  pipe 
crackings  and  bursting.  This 
more  often  than  not  stopped 
the  smooth  flow  of  gas  to 
Soviet  union  and  to  indus- 
trial sites  in  Mazare  Sharif. 
To  avoid  rttsting  the  catho- 
dic  electricity  lines  have 
been  constructed  to  the 
length  of  188  kilometers. 

7.  In  the  past  gas  was 
transferred  to  Soviet  Union 
through  ninelmes  parsing 
throufifh  river  beds.  The  ^is- 
crenamcv  was  high  in  this 
case  also  and  now  an  air 
corridor  has  been  construd:- 
ed  660  meters  long. 

8.  Geological  studies  of 
different  scales  have  been 
carried  out  for  the  di^cover- 
im  Of  oil  and  sras  reserves. 
Seismic   drilling  has  also 
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been  carried  out  for  striking 
oil. 

9.  Project  making  and  sig- 
ning of  a  contract  for  resid- 
ential quarters  in  the  first 
phase  for  100  families  and 
in  the  final  phase  for  1000 
families.  The  natural  gas 
exploitation  staff  will  re- 
side in  these  quarters. 

10.  Striking  of  new  form- 
ations for  carrying  out  ex- 
ploratory   drilling  accord- 
ing to  the  set  program  for 
discovery  of  new    oil  and 
gas  reserves.    These  new 
formations  are  located  in 
Ba^hlan,    Kunduz,  Balkh, 
Jauzjan,    Samangan,  and 
Herat. 

11.  The  report  of  all  the 
gpolosfical,  sreonhysical  and 
drilling    activities  carried 
out  in  the  northern  provin- 
ces is  to  be  made  available 
to  the  Afgban  National  Pe- 
troleum   Comna'Uv  bv  the 
end  of  the  current  Afghan 
year. 

12.  After  a  series  of  geo- 
lop^ical  an^  geonhvsical  stu- 
dies in  the  we^t^^rn  zone 
carripd  out  in  1975  the  Go- 
bar  .q^iad  Bee^um  area  was 
al^orated  for  exploratory 
dnlh'npr  and  the  first  well 
wa<?  dniieri  for  acauirfnsr  str- 
atof^ranbical  and  HtholosTi- 
cal  information  on  the  for- 
mations. The  work  on  the 
second  well  in  the  Taprel  of 
Herat  continues. 

1,^.  5>ince  the  exploitation 
of  TTTiwaia    Go5^irdak  gas 
field<;;  has  started  large  am- 
ounts of  £ras  has    been  ex- 
tracted and  a  major  portion 
of  it  exported  to  Soviet  tPn- 


ion  bringing  in  rich  amounts 
of  foreign  exchange. 

The  income  from  the  sa- 
le of  Khwaja  Gogirdak  gas 
has  been  deposited  in  the 
state  income  account.  The 
remaining  amount  of  gas 
has  since  been  transferred 
to  the  industrial  plants  in 
Mazare  Sharif.  It  should  also 
be  added  here  that  since  the 
last  few  years  crude  oil  ex- 
tracted from  the  already  dis- 
covered reserves  is  used  as 
fuel  in  textile  factories,  ho- 
using construction,  inter- 
continental, labour  corps 
instead  of  the  Imported  and 
costly  diesel  used  prior  to 
the  crude  oil  produced  in 
the  country.  The  number  of 
plants  using  the  crude  oil  is 
on  the  increase.  It  is  expec- 
ted that  the  Kabul  thermo- 
power  plant  will  use  local 
crude  oil  as  fuel. 

14:   Based  on  the  agree- 
ment sifiTned  between  Afgh- 
an National    Petroleum  Co- 
mpany and  Total  Company 
of  France  an  18  months  pre- 
liminary    geological  and 
geophvsical    and  tectonic 
mapping  and  studies  were 
carried  out  by  the  French 
Company    and  the  results 
were    submitted    to  the 

ANPC. 

15:  In  the  light  of  the 
preliminary  report  of  the 
German  group  of  the  Sou- 
th Western  part  of  the  co- 
untry (Far ah  Block)  a  nu- 
mber Of  foreififn  companies 
expressed  interest  in  carr- 
ying out  further  studies. 
Their  offers  were  closely 
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studied  and  Tri-Central  of 
Britain  was  assigned  the  job 
of  preliminary  survey.  The 
survey  was  completed  with- 
in four  months.  The  report 
has  been  submitted  to  ANPC 
for  final  verdict. 

16.  The  ANPC  considers 
its  duty  to  trai*n  versatile 
personnel  for  shouldering 
its  sophisticated  operations. 
The  company  has  done  its 
best  to  achieve  the  goals 
and  the  following  measur- 
es have  been  taken  so  far: 

A.  USING  LOCAL  RES- 
OURCES : 

1.  Training  of  engineers 

n  different  oil  and  gas  fi- 
•Ids  in  the  Polytechnic. 

2.  Training  of  technicians 
at  the  Institute  of  Techno- 
logy in  Mazare  Sharif. 

Training  of  technicians  in 
the  projects    under  imple- 
mentation where  they  get 
sufficient  practical  exper- 
ience. 

B.  TRAINING  IN  FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES : 

1.  A  number  of  high  sch- 
ool graduates  and  bachelor 
degree  holders  working  in 
the  projects  are  sent  to  So- 
viet Union  under  scholarsh- 
ip program  for  higher  stud- 
ies. 

2.  In  1974  a  protocol  was 
signed  for  five  years  bet- 
ween Afghanistan  and  Iraq. 
The  Iraqi  government  un- 
der this  protocol  is  provid- 
ing training  facilities  for 
Afghan  students  in  oil  and 
natural  gas  fields.  Present- 
ly 60  Afghan  students  are 


under  training  in  oil  and 
gas  training  establishment 
of  Iraq  and  30  of  them  will 
be  returning  home  soon  af- 
ter completing  a  two  years 
course. 

3.  Afghan  students  will 
also  go  to  Algeria  for  train- 
ing and  higher  studies  in  oil 
and  gas  fields.  The  contacts 
between  the  two  countries 
for  signing  a  suitable  agree- 
ment in  this  regard  have  al- 
ready been  established. 

Similarly    contacts  will 
be  established  with  other 
countries    well    versed  in 
oil  and  gas  exploitation. 

Following  is  a  brief  acc- 
ount of  exploratory,  deve- 
lopment and  exploitation  pl- 
ans and  programs  foreseen 
in  the  Seven  Year  Econo- 
mic and  Social  Development 
Plan  oft  he  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan: 

A:  IN  THE  NORTH  AND 
NORTH  WESTERN  REGION 

1.  Completion  of  the  rep- 
ort expected  to  be  finalised 
by  the  end  of  the  current 
Afghan  year. 

2.  Geological  and  geophy- 
sical activities: 

a.  Geological  mapping  to 
the  scale  of  1:50,000  esti- 
mated for  1600  sq.  kms. 

b.  Geological  mapping  to 
the  scale  of  1:100,000  esti- 
mated for  18400  sq.  kms. 

c.  Geological  mapping  to 
the  scale  of  1:200.000  esti- 
mated for  6200  sq.  kms. 

d.  Seismic  reflection  sur- 
vey on  8350  sq.  kms. 

3.  drilling: 

a.    Exploratory  drilling 
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280,000  meters. 

b.  Extraction  drilling  77,- 
000  meters. 

c.  Construction  drilling. 
After  carrying    out  all 

the  activities  envisaged  so 
far  in  the  report  by  the  end 
of  Seven  Year  Development 
Plan  extraction  of  11  mill- 
ion tons  of  oil  and  60  mill- 
iards cubic  meters  of  gas 
has  been  established.  This 
will  steeply  increase  the 
income  of  the  company.  The 
estimation  of  oil  and  gas  de- 
posits in  the  western  region 
are  not  included  in  the  fig- 
ure mentioned  here. 

1.  Exploitation  of  Khvv- 
aja  Gogirdak  soft  natural 
gas : 

The  extraction  of  gas  will 
continue  in  the  Seve'n  Year 
Plan.  The    pressure  of  gas 
in  the  reserves  has  fallen 
as  a  result  of  gas  extraction 
so  far.  In  order  to  maintain 
an  ontimum    pressure  in 
Uie  .£[as  transmission  pipes. 
The  installation  of  compr- 
essor plants  will  begin  bv 
the  ond  of  the  current  Af- 
j?han  verjr,  which  are  envis- 
ioned to  be  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  next  Afghan  ye- 
ar. 

During  the  Seven  Year 
Development  Plan  a  total 
of  13.3  milliards  cubic  me- 
ters of  gas  will  be  extracted. 

2.  Develonment  and  ex- 
ploitation of  Jaraq  Duq  sour 

The  reserves'  estimation 
^Indies  have  been  complet- 
ed and  show  the  presence  of 
30  milliards  cubic  meters 
of  gas.    Because  the  gas  is 


sour  it  should  be  freed  first 
from  hydrogen  sulphide 
and^  carbon  dioxide,  the  pol- 
luting contents.  The  tech- 
nical and  economic  feasibil- 
ity study  on  the  gas  dehyd- 
ration plant  and  the  pipeline 
and  other  related  establish- 
ment has  been  completed. 

The  construction  and  mo- 
ntage work  began  during 
the  current  Afghan  year 

and  will  be  completed  with- 
in three  years. 

3.  About  the  development 
and  exploitation  of  An  got. 
Aq  Daria,  Qashqari  and 
Bazar  Kami  it  should  be  ad- 
ded that  the  plans  have  been 
reviewed  and  reorganised. 
The  200.000  tons  capacity 
refinery  will  be  amended  to 
produce  500.000  tons  per 
year.  The  location  of  the  re- 
finery has  been  shifted  from 
the  original  site  and  will 
now  be  built  in  Jaraq  Duq. 
With  the  launching  of  this 
project,  the  following  amou- 
nts of  petroleum  and  other 
petro  chemicals  will  be  pr- 
oduced in  Afghanistan. 

1.  Petrol  —  33500  tons 
per  year. 

2.  Ke-o^ene  oil  —  17.000 
tons  per  year. 

3.  Diesel  —  137.000  tons 
per  year. 

4.  Mazot  —  240,000  tons 
per  year. 

5.  Asphalt  or  coal  tar  — 
50.000  tons  per  year. 

The  Ministry  of  Mines 
and  Industries  pursuing  the 
lofty  aims  and  objects  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  has 
made  it  a  point  to  continue 
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its  toiling  for  further  exp- 
ansion a'ad  development  of 
its  oil  and  gas  exploration 
and  exploitation  programs 
in  the  northern  region  of 
the  country  and  in  all  other 
parts  where  oil     and  gas 
are  expected  to  lie  below 
the  surface. 


The  Ministry  of  Mines 
and  Industries  realising  the 
ever  growing  importance 
of  oil  and  gas  in  industrial 
development  and  progress 
of  the  country  as  a  whole 
will  leave  'no  stone  unturn- 
ed in  its  quest  for  speedy 
progress  of  Afghan  nation. 
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J  h:^  c.cting  Vice  President 

Oil 


Comniei  ciaJ 
the  Soviet 


01  Afghavi  National 
Counsellor  of 

Embassy  iji  Kabul  signing 
the  agreement  for  provis- 
ion to  Afghanistan  machine 
tools,  equipment  and  supp 
hes  Mecessary  for  oil 
gas  prospecting  and 


and 
prod- 


udion  in  northern  Afghanis 
Ian. 


President  of     the  Planning  Department  of  Mines  and  Industries  Mi- 
nistry and  Economic  Counsellor  of  the  Soviet  Embassy  in  Kabul  signing  the  ag- 
reement on  fourth    turbine  for  thermo-power  plant  of  Mazar-i-Sharif    on  January 
23,  1977. 


Acting  Vice  President 
mic  Affairs  of  the  Soviet 
Kabul  on  January  24,  1977. 


of  National  Oil  Company  and  Counsellor  for  Econo- 
Embassy  in  Kabul  signing  the  goods  agreement  in 


President  of    Bagrami  Textile  Millg  and 
ning  the  technical    docum  ents  for  extension 
and  related  premises    on  February  6,  1977. 


Head  of  Chinese  Experts  Team  sig- 
project  of  Ralkh  Textile  Company 


Vice  President  of  the  Thermo-Power  and  Fertiliser  Plant  of  Mazari  Sharif 
and  Deputy  Economic  Counsellor  of  the  Soviet  Embas  sy  in  Kabul  exchange  docu- 
ments on  spare  parts  on  April  31,  1977.  ^ 


President  of    Geology  and  Survey  Department    of  the  Mines  and  Industries 
Ministry  Dr.  Noor    Ahmad  Azimi  and  economic  counsellor  of  the  USSR  embassy 
in  Kabul  Boris  Titov  signing  the  accord  pertaining   to  project  making  of  a  com- 
plete mines  laboratory  building  on  May  12,  1977. 


President  of  the  Planning  DepartmeM  of  the  Ministry  of  Mines  and  Indus- 
tries Hafizullah  and  Economic  Counsellor  of  the  Soviet  Embassy  in  Kabul  Boris 
Titov  signing  the     agreement  o'n  copper  smelting  plant  on  June  14,  1977. 


The  Acting     President  of  the  Industries  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Mi- 
nes and    Industries    Eng.  Ahmad  Ali  Abawi  and    the  representative  of  the  Ame- 
rican Lummus  Corporation  Bale  Ashtor   signing  the  agreement  on  supply  of  ma- 
chinery and  equipment  for  the  Badghis  gin  and  press  factory  on  September  13, 
1977. 


The  Care-taker  President 
of  Industries  Department 
of  the  Ministry  of  Mines 
and  rndustries    Eng.  Ahm- 
ad Ali  Abawi  and  Deputy 
Economic    Counsellor  of 
Soviet  Embassy    in  Kabul 
Yuriy  F.  Chubarov  exchang- 
ing the  documents  pertain- 
ing to  the  technical  atid  eco- 
nomic report  for  constructi- 
on of  three  gin  and  press 
project  in  northern  provin- 
ces on  September  22,  1977. 


Head  of  the  Planning  Department  of  the    Afghanistan  De  Telle  MiUie  Moss- 
essa  Dr.  Anwar    Sakandari  and  Deputy  Economic    Counsellor  of  USSR  Embassy 
Yuri  Chubarov,    signing  the  agreement  on  the  supply  of  transport    vehicles  and 
spare  parts  on  October  2,  1977. 
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Personnel   of     industriaf  institutes 


Ministry  of  Commerce 


With  the  establishment 
in  the  country,  as  a  prog- 
ressive phenomenon,  of  the 
Republican  Regime,  nation- 
al interests  were  actively 
pursued,  and  steps  v\^ere  ta- 
ken to  eliminate  problems, 
tackle  needs,  and  overcome 
shortcomings  in  political, 
economic  an^  social  sph- 
eres. 

The  Ministry  of  Commer- 
ce, in  compliance  with  the 
objectives  of  the  Republican 
Regime^  and  for  the  realisa- 
tion of  the  cherished  na- 
tional objectives,  strived 
actively  for  expansion  and 
developme'nt  of  trade,  and 
began  application  of  the  na- 
tional trade  programme, 
formulated  in  accordance 
with  the  economic  policy 
of  the  State,  and  the  ref- 
orms instituted  and  envisa- 
^e6,  by  the  Republican  Re- 
gime. Economic  conditioTis 
in  Afghanistan,  as  a  deve- 
loping country,  require  th- 
at with  sound  exertions  in 
this  area,  the  structure  and 
terras  of  our  trade  impro- 
ve, and  the  nation's  needs, 
are  fulfilled  under  this  pro- 
gramme^ and  ultimately  we 
attain  our  objectives  in  so 
far  as  they  concern  expans- 
ion and  development  of  tra- 
de. 


Before  we  review  the  per- 
formance of  the  Ministry  of 
Commerce  during  the  Afg- 
han year  1355  (1976-77)  we 
throw  a  retrospective  look 
at  the  Ministry,  its  functi- 
ons and  branches. 

BACKGROUND: 

The  Ministry  of  Comm- 
erce, along  with  other  mi- 
nistries, was  formed  before 
1301,  and  its  main  branches 
and  main  areas  of  activities 
related  to  trade,  agricultu- 
re^ stockbreeding,  industry, 
transportation,  customs  etc. 
in  1307,  after  the  end  of  the 
civil  disturbance,  when  His 
Majesty  the  late  Mohammad 
Nader  Shah  formed  the 
srovernnient,  and  the  country 
entered  a  new  phase  in  na- 
tional economic  and  social 
development,  the  Ministry 
of  Commerce  was  also  reor- 
ganised comprehensively. 

Reorganisation  processes 
went  on  for  years,  each 
vear  bringing  new  chang- 
es in  the  performance  and 
structural  set  up  of  the  Mi- 
nistry. During  the  ten  vears, 
from  1309  to  1319,  the  or- 
ganisational set  up  of  the 
Ministrv  of  Commerce  con- 
sisted of  the  Minister  of 
Commerce,  first  deputy  mi- 
nister, second  deputy  minis- 


425 


inces,  customs  houses,  and 
ter,  the  chamber  of  comm- 
erce, departments  for  reso- 
lving of  commercial  dispu- 
tes in  the  centre  and  prov- 
inces, customs  houses  in 
the  customs  department,  the 
northern  company,  the  de- 
partment Of  construction, 
the  department  for  the  cons- 
truction of  the  Dare  Shek- 
ari  road,  and  directorates 
i^eneral  in  various  areas  of 
trade  an(]  economic  activit- 
ies. 

The  Ministry  of  Commer- 
ce, in  lv319  was  renamed 
and  reorganised  to  the  Mi- 
nistry of  National  Economy, 
From  1919  to  1338,  the  Mi- 
nistry of  National  Economy 
concerned  itself  with  trade, 
industries,  and  customs  and 
administrative  affairs.  In 
"1316  the  directorates  gene- 
ral, dealing  with  economic 
and  commercial  matters, 
were  elevated  to  the  full- 
fledfiferl  departments,  and 
some  new  sections,  to  han- 
dle cottasfe  industries,  cot- 
tasfe  industries,  manufactu- 
ring^ indiicfries.  the  centre 
for  tran«=nort  and  procure- 
ment of  materials  in  the  de- 
nartmont  of  industries,  in- 
deoendent  directors,  the  le- 
sral  section,  and  domestic 
markets  section  the  statis- 
tics section,  the  research 
section  in  the  department 
of  commerce,  were  establi- 
shed. In  1317,  the  directo- 
rate of  imports  and  exports 
was  established  in  the  fra- 
mework of  the  department 
oj  commerce,  and  at  the  in- 


spection department,  spec- 
ial sectors  for  the  inspection 
of  the  affairs  of  public  or 
ganisations,  private  organi- 
sations, and  a  section  for 
general  inspection  work 
opened.  In  1328  the  office 
of  commercial  attache  was 
opened  in  India,  and  a  tra- 
de consulate  was  opened  in 
Peshawar. 

During  the  period,  cover- 
ing 1329  to  1347,  the  orga- 
nisation of  the  Ministry  un- 
derwent further  changes. 

During  the  later  part  of 

1328  and  early  months  of 

1329  some  departments  we- 
re renamed  and  reorganis- 
ed, some  sections  were  clos- 
ed, and  some  new  divisions 
were  formed  to  cope  with 
the  changing  nature  of  the 
responsibilities  and  functi- 
oning Of  the  Ministry  of 
Commerce.  For  instance  the 
marketing  department  was 
changed  to  the  department 
of  nlanning  and  statistics 
in  1341,  and  the  rates  com- 
mission was  eliminated  in 
1343.  and  its  duties  entrus- 
tPd  to  other  pertinent  sec- 
tions. The  companies  sec- 
tion, and  the  investment  se- 
ction were  established  new- 
Iv.  Rut  the  rest  of  the  or- 
ganisation set  up  of  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Commerce  over 
the  period  1319  to  1338  re- 
mained intact.  During  the 
period  running  from  1341 
to  1343  the  trade  and  com- 
mercial arbitration  duty 
was  transferred  to  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Justice,  but  the  af- 
fairs related  to  the  port  ca- 
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me  within  the  domain  of  the 
Ministry  of  Commerce  in 
1345,  and  in  1346  the  dep- 
artment of  general  transp- 
ort was  attached  to  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Commerce. 

In  1355,  the  Ministry  of 
Commerce  endeavoured  to 
coordinate  its  activities  with 
the  performance  of  other 
government  organisations 
and  the  rest  of  the  economic 
sectors. 

The  main  departments  of 
the  Ministry  of  Commerce 
presently    handle  foreign 
t'ade,    export  promotion, 
domestic  trade,  internatio- 
nal trade,  transport  and  tr- 
ansit,   and  administration. 
A  number  of  public  enter- 
prises also  function  within 
the  framework  of  the  Mi- 
'n  IS  try  of  Commerce.  These 
are  as  ollows: 

1.  The  Sherkhan,  Torgh- 
undi,  and  Hairatan  ports, 
on  the  Afghan-Soviet  bord- 
ers. 

2.  The  forest  resources 
enterprise,  the  Carpet  ex- 
porters Guild,  the  Karakul 
Irade  and  Production  Deve- 
lopment Institute  the  Rai- 
J^ins  Trade  and  Production 
DeveJopment  Institute,  the 
Kandahar  Wool  Processing 
and  Export  Institute,  the 
Export  Promotion  Bank, 
Hie  Development  Project 
for  Emits  and  Vegetables, 
th(^  Afsotor  (the  Afghan-So- 
Viet  Transport  Company), 
a  Fid  the  the  General  Trans- 
port Department,  the  Cotta- 
i(e  Industries  Development 
Centre,  the  General  Cham- 


ber Of  Commerce  and  Ind- 
ustries. These  enterprises 
have  been  established  thr- 
ough the  exertions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Commerce  with 
the  approval  of  the  State 
and  their  functioning  is  gu- 
ided by  this  Ministry. 

In  the  area  of  export  pro- 
motion and  development 
the  Ministry  of  Commerce 
in  1355  engaged  in  active 
pursuit  Of  the  interests  of 
the  producers  of  agricultu- 
ral commodities  and  live- 
stock products,  through 
endeavours  aimed  at  exp- 
anding markets^  and  secu- 
ring prices  in  new  and  tra- 
ditional markets.  The  acti- 
vities of  the  Ministry  in 
this  area  will  be  examined 
under  the  following  head- 
ings : 

1,  Marketing  of  export 
commodities, 

2,  Efforts  aimed  at  im- 
provement of  the  quality  of 
export  commodities, 

3,  Establishment  and  ma- 
intaining of  relations  with 
international  organisations, 

4,  Training  of  personnel 
and  market  research,  on 
the  basis  of  the  contacts  es- 
tablished with  potential  im- 
porters, export  of  silk  co- 
coons began.  During  the  ye- 
ar Afghan  exporters  sold 
over  ninety  tons  of  silk  co- 
coons to  Japanese  importers 
at  a  cost  of  over  nine  hund- 
red thousand  US  dollars. 

The  Afghan  Commercial 
attache  in  Kuwait  continued 
his  drive  to  market  Afghan 
fresh  fruits  such  as  grapes, 
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meions,  etc.  at  the  Gulf  st- 
ates, a'ad  some  consignments 
reached  Kuwait  and  other 
new  markets  during  the  ye- 
ar. 

Efforts  to  market  Afgh- 
an livestock  products  on 
better  terms  at  traditional 
aiid  new  markets  also  con- 
tinued during  the  year.  In 
i3o5  Afghan  tradesmen  for 
the  first  time  exported  50,- 
000  3rd  sortme'nt  karakul 
pelts  to  the  Republic  of 
Korea.  Previously  Afghan 
karakul  pelts  were  auction- 
ed in  London  mostly,  and 
only  the  first  and  second 
sortments  sold  at  the  auc- 
tions. 

Lapis  lazuli  jewelry,  and 
lapis  lazuli  functional  and 
decorative  objects  were 
forwarded  to  American 
U.G.M.  Company.  The  firm 
is  examining  the  samples 
with  an  eye  on  placing  th- 
em on  the  American  mar- 
kets. Contacts  with  the  US 
firm  are  continuiTig.  Lapis 
lazuli  so  far  is  sold  by  the 
Ministry  of  Mines  and  In- 
dustries at  a  show  and  sales 
room  in  Kabul,  and  export- 
ed on  the  basis  of  trade  pr- 
otocols to  some  friendly 
countries  such  as  the  Peo- 
ple's Republic  of  China. 

Through  the  Ministry  of 
Commerce  a  contract  for 
the  export  of  one  hundred 
thousand  kilogram  of  cow 
hide  wag  concluded  between 
an  Afghan  and  a  Republic 
of  Korea  importing  firm. 

With  the  cooperation  of 


the  internatio'nal  trade  cen- 
ter, an  affiliate  organ  of 
the  United  Nations  Orga- 
nisation, a  marketing  dele- 
gation, with  an  eye  to  estab- 
lishing markets  for  Afghan 
handicrafts  and  cottage  in- 
dustry products,  as  well  as 
minerals,  visited  the  United 
States  of  America,  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Switz- 
erland. 

Useful  contacts  were  es- 
tablished with  prospective 
importers  of  these  commo- 
dities in  the  country  visit- 
ed. 

Nearly  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  karakul 
pelts  were  placed  at  the  Le- 
ningrad fur  auction  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  All  the  pelts 
put  on  auction  were  sold, 
fetching  good  prices. 

The  talks  and  contacts 
carried  out  and  established 
with  some  Italian  firms  on 
the  export  of  pickled  leath- 
er and  other  hides,  culmin- 
ated in  two  export  contracts 
with  Italian  firms  under  wh- 
ich 600,000  pieces  pickled 
leather  was  exported  to  It- 
aly. 

Contacts  with  British  Ja- 
panese and  Iranian  firms 
on  the  sales  of  scoured  wool 
continues.  Wool  is  now  pro- 
cessed at  Kandahar  estab- 
lished with  the  cooperation 
Of  the  United  Nations  and 
operated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Commerce,  Practical  mea- 
sures regarding  export  of 
processed  wool  will  be  ad- 
opted soon. 
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A  representative  of  the 
Ministry  of  Commerce  along 
with  experts  of  internation- 
al trade  centre  of  the  Unit- 
ed Nations  visited  a  num- 
ber of  Arab  countries,  the 
Gulf  and  European  states 
with  the  objectives  of  prob- 
ing possibilitieg  of  market- 
ing Afghan  fruit  juices,  es- 
pecially grape  and  pomeg- 
ranate juice.  The  report  of 
the  missions  now  under  stu 
dy,  and  the  application  th- 
ereof will  prove  a  formid- 
able boost  to  production  and 
foreign  trade. 

Orders  were  received  for 
quantities  of  Afghan  mar- 
ble a'ad  terrace  bricks  from 
a  Kuwaiti  firm.  It  is  believ- 
ed that  these  are  the  fore- 
runners of  a  string  of  orders, 
that  will  continue  to  come 
over  extended  periods. 

Afghan  honey  has  also 
buyers  in  Kuwait,  Iran,  and 
other  countries  rxi  the  reg- 
ion. Afghan  exporters  con- 
cluded contracts  for  export 
of  nearly  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  of  pure  honey  to 
Iran. 

As  a  result  of  talks  a'nd 
correspondence  with 
Pakistani  sources  a  contract 
for  export  of  tw^enty  thou- 
sand tons  of  nitrogen  ferti- 
liser to  Pakistan  was  conc- 
luded m  Kabul  between 
concerned  Afghan  and  Pa- 
kistani officials.  The  ferti- 
liser is  sold  for  one  hundred 
and  twenty  seven  dollars 
per  ton.  CTF  Peshawar. 

Arrangements    are  near- 


completion  for  the  export 
of  lapidary  and  carpentry 
products  of  Kabul,  Pule 
Charkhi  and  Helmand  pl- 
ants to  Kuwait.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  contacts  with  a  Ku- 
wait firm  will  culminate  in 
conclusion  of  a  sizable  a!nd 
long  term  contracts. 

In  accordance  with  the  po- 
licy Of  the  Republican  State 
in  regard  to  economic  deve- 
lopment special  new  deve- 
lopment measures  atid  pro- 
grammes were  launched, 
including  the  establishment 
of  a  number  of  institutions 
working  for  higher  stand- 
ards in  product  processing 
a'nd  marketing,  and  improv- 
ed and  expanded  producti- 
on. 

The  first  such  institution 
to  be  established  and  start 
functinning  after  the  est- 
ablishment of  the  Republi- 
can order  was  the  Raisitis 
Export  Institute.  This  Ins- 
titute works  with  the  vine 
producers  to  improve  the 
quality  of  their  products, 
with  the  raisins  processing 
plants  to  improve  their  fu- 
nctioning and  product  han- 
dli'ng,  with  the  packers  and 
forwarders,  to  make  the  rai- 
sins more  presentable  and 
export  it  unaffected,  and 
finally  with  exporters  in 
finding  new  and  better  pay- 
ing markets,  and  consolida- 
tion of  markets,  new  and 
traditional  ones. 

The  Ministry  of  Commerce 
made  contacts  with  aid  gi- 
ving organisatio'ns    and  co- 
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untries  through  the  Minis- 
try of  Planning,  and  has  pla- 
ced for  product  control  and 
maintaining  of  the  highest 
possible  standards  a  well  eq- 
uipped library  at  the  disp- 
osal of  Raisins  Export  Dev- 
elopment Institute. 

Last  year  Afghanistan  ex- 
ported some  eighty  thousand 
to'ns  of  raisins,  that  fetch- 
ed over  sixty  million  US 
dollars.  The  export  of  rai- 
sins promise  better  returns 
during  the  current  year,  as 
on  the  one  hand,  production 
is  larger,  and  on  the  other, 
raisins  fetch  better  prices 
at  the  international  mar- 
kets. 

It  was  reported  in  some 
instances  carpet  producers 
use  fast  colours^  cotton  and 
cotton  yarn  in  production  of 
carpets.  Since  Afghan  car. 
pets,  worked  entirely  by 
ha'nd  from  spinning  of  the 
wool,  in  many  instances  in 
production  dyes,  to  the  wea- 
ving loom,  and  the  final 
product,  enjoy  the  highest 
reputation  around  the  wo- 
rld, and  it  is  vital  for  the 
Afghan  producers.  For  the 
exporters,  and  for  the  nati- 
tional  economy,  that  this 
well  earned  reputation  is 
maintained,  the  Ministry 
of  Commerce  took  special 
remedial  measures.  A  spe- 
cial high  powered  delega- 
tion of  the  Ministry  of  Co- 
mmerce and  the  Carpets  Ex- 
porters Guild  were  sent  to 
the  'northern  provinces,  the 
main  centres  of  carpet  pro- 
duction, to  warn  of  conseq- 


uences of  a  lapise  in  the 
quality  and  consequently 
jn  the  reputation  of  Afgh- 
an carpets,  and  to  probe 
ways  and  means  of  ensur- 
ing all  the  assistance,  in 
materials  and  supplies,  that 
the  capital  short  producers 
may  require. 

The  European  Common 
Market  member  states,  in- 
dividually, absorb  a  subs- 
tantial part  of  Afghan  ex- 
port commodities,  and  in 
turn  Afghanistan  busy  mu- 
ch of  its  imports  from  these 
states.  Hence  the  Common 
Market,  from  the  viewpoint 
of  national  economy,  is  of 
significant  importance  for 
Afghanistan. 

Over  the  years  many  de- 
veloping countries  have  so- 
ught striking  of  mutually 
advantageous  relations  with 
the  EEC,  and  some  have  suc- 
ceeded in  concluding  of  tr- 
eaties with  it.  Talks  were 
initiated,  at  the  bidding  of 
concerned  authorities,  thro- 
ugh the  Ministry  of  Forei- 
gn Affairs  to  secure  all  po- 
ssible technical  an^  financ- 
ial assistance  from  the  Co- 
mmon Market,  and  reaching 
accord  on  permanent,  reg- 
ular and  mutually  advan- 
tageous trade  with  the  EEC. 
Economic  relations  now 
exist  extensively  between 
Afghanistan  and  the  Fede- 
ral Republic  of  Germany, 
Afghanistan's  karakul  pelts 
are  mostly  auctioned  in  Lon- 
don, and  Afghan  imports 
from  Britain  are  increasing. 
Afghanistan  has  also  recei- 
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ved  technical  and  financial 
assistance  from  West  Ger- 
many and  Britain,  and  from 
France.  During  the  current 
year  Holland  made  grant 
to  Afghanistan  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  Afghan  In- 
ternational Surface  Trans- 
port Company,  that  will  fer- 
ry goods  to  and  from  Afg- 
ha'nistan  and  Europe.  But 
establishment  of  relations  of 
trade  and  cooperation  with 
Common  Market  as  a  whole 
is  something  that  is  still  to 
be  worked  out,  and  the 
terms  of  trade  and  aid  so- 
ught by  Afghanistan  will 
prove  crucial  in  future 
economic  performance  of 
the  country,  and  our  abili- 
ty to  put  the  economy  on  a 
firmer  footing. 

Through  the  Ministry  of 
Planning  and  the  IPnited 
Nations  Development  Pr- 
ogramme (UNDP)  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Commerce  sought 
assistance  from  specialised 
asfencies  of  the  United  Na- 
tions. All  such  assistance  is 
direlv  needed,  an^i  are  de- 
termined to  be  nositively 
helnful  to  a  develoninsf  co- 
untry like  ours.  Afghanis- 
tan durinsf  the  year  joined 
the  Bansfkok  Convention, 
and  forwarded  a  list  of  co- 
modi  ties  for  which  Afgha- 
nistan seeks  preferential 
tariffs  to  India.  Sri  Lanka, 
the  Republic  of  Korea,  Ba- 
ngladesh, Laos. 

In  1355  the  Export  Pro- 
motion Bank,  established 
to  help  exporters,  produc- 


ers, and  boost  export  di- 
versification programmes 
of  the  state,  started  its  op- 
eration. The  Bank  was  op- 
ened with  a  floating  capital 
of  one  hundred  million  af- 
ghanis.  Later  on  a  ten  mill- 
ion dollar  credit,  extended 
to  Afghanistan  by  the  fr- 
iendly and  neighbourly  sta- 
te of  Iran,  was  put  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Bank.  The 
Bank  is  also  given  addition- 
al resources  to  enable  it  to 
perform  the  duties  entrus- 
ted to  it  efficiently  and  in  a 
decisive  manner.  During 
the  first  seven  months  of 
the  current  year  the  Bank 
extended  over  four  hundred 
million  afghanis  in  easy 
term  loans  to  exporters,  of 
which  two  hundred  million 
afghanis  went  to  the  Sam- 
oon  Company,  a  public  ent- 
erprise processinsr  and  ex- 
porting dried  fruits,  most- 
ly raisin '5.  The  bank's  pro- 
fits during  the  same*  period 
amounted  to  sixteen  million 
afsfhanis. 

The  establishment  of  the 
Industrial  Development  Ba- 
nk will  also  indirectly  au- 
ofment  the  operations  of  the 
Export  Promotion  Bank. 
The  Industrial  Development 
Bank  extends  credits  to 
all  investors  whose  prop- 
osed industrial  projects  ha- 
ve received  the  approval 
of  the  national  investment 
committee.  The  Bank  is  al- 
so forming  a  special  indust- 
rial development  fund  to 
finance  small   scale  indust- 
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ries.  These  industries  inc- 
lude enterprises  working 
with  capitals  up  to  four  mil- 
lion afghanis.  The  Industr- 
ial Development  Bank  bo- 
osts production  of  industr- 
ial commodities,  and  paves 
the  ground  for  a  more  rap- 
id and  meaningful  growth 
expansion  of  small  indus- 
tries and  handicrafts,  play- 
ing a  direct  role  in  export 
diversification  and  import 
substitution  operations.  Wh- 
ere the  Industrial  Develo- 
pment Bank,  leaves  the  Ex- 
port Promotion  Bank  takes, 
o'n.  by  financing  exports. 

The  Ministry  of  Commer- 
ce after  resolving  to  estab- 
lish an  international  road 
transport  enterprise  estab- 
lished contacts  and  carried 
out  talks  with  four  foreign 
international  companies. 
Consequently  terms  offered 
bv  a  Dutch  comoanv  were 
found  mo^t  favourable,  and 
Affifhan  International  was 
formed  with  a  floating  ca- 
nital  of  sixty  million  afgh- 
anis. 

The  comD?5nv  oneratingf 
30  ton  trucks  transnorts 
croorl«;  between  Afsfhanist- 
an  and  Euronean  destina- 
tion«?.  and  has  alreadv  star- 
ted its  onerations.  Present- 
Iv  it  oner^ites  ten  trucks. 

During  the  year  several 
transit  agreements  were  si- 
gned between  Afghanistan 
and  friendly  states  so  that 
Afghan  International  will 
be  able  to  operate  without 
any    hinderances  through- 


out the  Middle  East  and 
Europe. 

The  Afghan  Internation- 
al augments  the  operations 
of  Afsotor,  Afghan-Soviet 
Transport  Company,  whi- 
ch transports  Afghan  goods 
to  the  Soviet  Union  and  vice 
versa,  and  carries  Afghan 
and  Soviet  transit  goods 
through  Afghanistan  and 
the  USSR. 

Fundamental  steps  were 
also  taken  to  boost  produc- 
tion and  export  of  fruits 
and  vegetables.  Afghanist- 
an is  basically  an  agricultu- 
ral country,  with  over  eighty 
per  cent  of  the  people  eng- 
agfed  in  farming,  and  stock 
breeding.  Accordingly  in- 
creased nroduction  and 
nort  of  fruits  and  vegetab- 
les, and  imadnative  mark- 
etinp^  of  these  commodities 
so  that  the  returns  are  ha- 
nd5;ome.  and  compensate 
the  producers  well.  will 
T^lav  a  maior  role  in  raisinr*' 
the  standards  of  livinsr  and 
oarnipj?  of  the  public.  p 
maior  preoccupation  of  the 
PxeTinhlican  Pee^ime.  and 
a  fundamental  obiective  of 
tV>p  nj^tionpi  Revolution  of 
Afp^hanistan.  as  well  a^  in- 
creasmor  foreisfn  currencv 
earnins^s  nf  the  countrv. 

A  «:nec^al  ^^T-oiect  for  uro- 
u^otion  of  p-vnort  of  fruits 
and  vegetables,  with  pro- 
visions aimed  at  raising  pro- 
duction and  improvement  in 
the  product  quality,  was 
included  in  the  seven  year 
development  plan     of  the 


432 


Republic.  Under  an  agree- 
ment reached  the  United 
Nations  Development  Pro- 
gramme has  undertaken  to 
foot  the  bill  for  the  techTii- 
cal  and  economic  feasibi- 
lity surveys  and  project  pr- 
eparation. 

Earlier  this  year  a  delega- 
tion from  the  World  Bank 
visited  Afghanistan  and  con- 
ducted extensive  studies  on 
the  potentials  atid  merits  of 
this  project,  and  practical 
action  on  the  implementa- 
tion Of  the  project  has  a1- 
readv  begun. 

Particination  in  internati- 
onal trade  fairs  and  exno- 
sitions  is  seen  as  an  effec- 
tive instrument  of  introdu- 
cing Afghan  export  com- 
modities to  foreign  import- 
ers. 

Afghanistan  particinated 
in  the  four  Tehran  Interna- 
tional Fair,  which  was  oneTi 
from  Mizan  28  to  Aqrab 
12,  1355.  Afghan  shoes,  lea- 
ther, furs  including  the  fa- 
mous and  luxurious  Kara- 
kul pelts,  fruits,  handicrafts 
and  cottage  industry  prod- 
ucts, metal  works,  plastic 
ware  and  needle  works  att- 
racted many  buyers,  and 
over  eifi^hty  per  cetit  of  the 
commodities  displayed  were 
sold  out.  Moreover  Afghan 
exporters  receive  twelve 
firm  orders  from  various 
Iranian  importing  compan- 
ies. 

Afghanistan  also  partici- 
pated in  London  Internati- 
onal Fair  which  was  orga- 


nised mostly  for  introduction 
of  the  export  ware  of  the 
participating  countries. 

In  the  last  month  of  1355 
Afghanistan  participated 
in  Jedda  International  Ex- 
position in  Saudi  Arabia. 
Goods  put  on  display  inclu- 
ded carpets,  carved  objects, 
hides  and  leather,  karakul 
garments,  and  other  handi- 
crafts, which  were  bought 
eagerly.  Sales  amounted  to 
over  thirty  six  million  afg- 
hanis  at  this  exhibition. 

The  Ministry  of  Commerce 
plays  an  active  role  in  ass- 
essing the  establishment  of 
new  companies,  and  fa- 
cilitating investment  and 
formation  of  new  firms  wh- 
ose performance  and  acti- 
vities and  production  falls 
in  line  with  the  economic 
and  social  objectives  of  the 
Republican  regime. 

Apart  from  investment 
projects  which  materialis- 
ed under  auspices  of  the  na- 
tional investment  commit- 
tee in  accordance  with  the 
Private  Domestic  and  Fo- 
reign Investment  Law,  du- 
ring 1355  the  establishment 
of  the  following  companies 
was  facilitated  by  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Commerce: 

1.  Several  limited  com- 
panies with  a  caoital  of  ov- 
er sixty  two  million  Afgha- 
nis were  established. 

2.  Six  joint  stock  comp- 
anies with  a  total  canital  of 
nearly  fifty  four  million  af- 
ghanis    began  operation. 

3.  Processing  began  of 
the  establishment  of  seven 
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joint  stock  companies  with 
an  investment  of  over  eigh- 
ty three  million  Afghanis. 

O'n  March  20,  1974  the 
Ministry  of  Commerce  con- 
cluded a  new  trade  and 
payments  agreement  with 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  new 
agreement  replaced  a  form- 
er agreement  concluded  be- 
tween the  two  cou'ntries  in 
1950.  On  the  basis  of  the 
new  agreement  trade  betw- 
een the  two  countries  will 
take  place  in  accordance  wi- 
th the  prices  at  the  interna- 
tional markets.  To  further 
regulate,  improve  and  pro- 
mote trade  between  the 
two  countries  on  18  June, 
1976  a  long  term  goods  ex- 
change agreement  covering 
the  period  1976—80  was 
concluded  between  Afgha- 
nistan and  the  Soviet  Union. 
The  agreement  anticipates 
the  kinds  and  quantities  of 
goods  to  be  exchanged  each 
year  for  the  duration  of  the 
agreement.  In  accordance 
with  the  provision  of  article 
one  of  the  agreement  the 
parties  to  the  agreement 
will  hold  talks  every  year  to 
make  any  changes  they 
seem  desirable  or  necessary 
in  the  variety  or  quantity 
of  goods  to  be  exchanged 
by  them  during  the  same 
year. 

Afghanistan's  exports  to 
the  Soviet  Union  in  1976 
amounted  to  roughly  nine- 
ty five  million  dollars. 

Exports  included  two  po- 
int eight  billion  cubic  metr- 
es of  natural  gas,  at  a  cost 


of  forty  five  million  doll- 
ars, fourteen  thousand  tons 
of  cotton,  at  a  cost  of  rou- 
ghly sixteen  million  dollars 
twenty  thousand  tons  of  rai- 
sins, at  a  cost  of  eight  mil- 
lion dollars,  five  point  five 
thousand  tons  of  wool,  at  a 
cost  of  nine  million  dollars, 
twelve  thousand  tons  of 
oil  bearing  seeds,  at  a  cost 
of  four  million  dollars,  six 
point  four  thousand  tons 
of  almonds  and  walnuts  at 
a  cost  Of  four  point  five 
million  dollars,  thirty  thou- 
sand tons  of  chemical  ferti- 
liser at  a  cost  of  about  th- 
ree million  dollars,  4.6  thou- 
sand tons  of  citrus  and  oli- 
ves at  a  cost  of  over  five 
million  dollars. 

In  the  area  of  barter  tr- 
ade, the  Ministry  of  Com- 
merce supervised  the  imp- 
lementation of  the  trade 
agreements  and  goods  ex- 
change protocols  with  soc- 
ialist countries.  The  Minis- 
try introduced  Afghan  tra- 
ders and  business  firms  to 
the  trade  representatives  of 
the  socialist  countries  with 
whom  we  have  barter  tra- 
de, and  thus  enhanced  con- 
ducting of  transactions  and 
trade  relations.  In  1355  tr- 
ade between  Afghanistan 
and  the  People's  Republic 
of  China,  Czechoslovakia, 
Poland,  Hungary,  Romania 
and  Bulgaria  were  conduct- 
ed on  the  basis  of  existing 
agreements.  However  the 
trade  and  payments  agree- 
ment and  the  goods  exch- 
ange protocol  with  Czechos- 
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lovakia  was  the  subject  of 
talks  between  the  two  cou- 
ntries delegations,  and  am- 
endments incorporated  in 
them. 

In  the  light  of  contract 
registrations  and  proform- 
as  during  the  year  Afgha- 
nistan exported  nearly  th- 
ree point  five  million  ster- 
ling pound  of  goods  to  the 
People's  Republic  of  Chi- 
na, in  the  'nations'  imports 
from  that  country  amount* 
ed  to  just  over  one  point 
five  million  pound  sterling. 

Exports  to  Poland  amo- 
unted to  over  forty  thousand 
dollars,  to  Czechoslovakia  to 
over  three  point  five  mill- 
ion dollars,  to  Hungary  ov- 
er eighty  three  thousand  do- 
llars, to  Romania  nearly  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars, 
to  Yugoslavia  twenty  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  do- 
llars. 

Imports  from  Bulgaria 
amounted  to  over  one  point 
two  million  dollars.  During 
the  year  the  list  of  import 
goodg  were  reviewed,  and 
with  due  consideration  to 
the  economic  situation  of 
the  country,  and  curbing 
the  outflow  of  foreign  hard 
currency  resources,  some 
imports  were  banned  as 
they  were  not  found  essen- 
tial, and  making  any  contr- 
ibution to  the  well  being  of 
the  people,  or  to  the  nation- 
al economy. 


Special  measures  were 
also  adopted  to  diversify 
exports^  as  well  export  mar- 
kets, with  an  eye  on  better 
paying,  more  secure  and 
expanding  markets. 

Conducting  of  foreign  tr- 
ade requires  pertinent  in- 
formation, and  a  wealth  of 
data  and  figures  an^  facts 
and  statistics.  Accordingly 
the  Ministry  of  Commerce 
has     collected     upto  da- 
te information    on  export 
and  import  commodities, 
and  in   formulating  econo- 
mic procedures  and  policies 
and  conclusion  of  contracts 
falls  back  on  such    data,  so 
that  the  nitional  interests 
and  the  interests  of  the  na- 
tional economy,  and  forei- 
gn trade  and    Afghan  ex- 
porters are  ensured  to  the 
maximum  possible  extent. 

The  general  transport  de- 
partment of  the  Ministry 
of  Commerce  during  1355 
moved  over  one  million  two 
hundred  thousand  tons  of 
goods  from  the  provinces  to 
the  capital  and  vise  versa, 
and  from  neighbouring  co- 
untries to  Afghanistan,  and 
vice  versa.  Moreover  the 
department  transported  ov- 
er two  hundred  thousand 
conscripts  of  the  army,  and 
the  security  forces  to  and 
from  their  home  towns,  and 
areas  where  they  served  th- 
eir term. 
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The  Deputy  Commerce  Minister  Hamidullah    Tarzi  and  Chinese  Vice  Minis- 
ter for  Foreign  Trade  Chai  Fan  exchanging  the  document  of  trade  agreement 
and  goods  exchange  protocol  on  April  14,  1977. 


'  President  of  the  Export  Promotion  Department    of  the    Commerce  Ministry 

Farid  Rafiq  and  Netherland's  Counsellor  in  Kabul  J.F.    Boers  signing  the  accord 
on  April  12,  1977. 
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Minister  of  Commerce  Jalalar  and  the  Soviet  Ambassador  in  Kabul  Alexan- 
der Puzanov  signing  the  protocol  on  goods  exchange  for  1^77  between  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  and  Soviet  Union. 


Head  of  the  Planning  Department  of  the   Afghan  i.tan  National  Petroleum 
Co.  and  Economic   Counsellor  of  the  Soviet  Embassy  i*a  Kabul  signing  the  docu- 
ments on  amendment    of  agreement     for     technical  and  economic  cooperation 
of  Soviet  Union  in  Jarqduq  gas  field  on  turn-key  basis  on  August  10,  1977. 


Ministry  of  Justice 


Administration  of  justice 
is  one  of  the  lofty  objects 
of  democracy.  The  more 
the  prosecutor  or  the 
judge  scrutinizes  each  case, 
the  better  be  would  serve 
the  cause  of  the  Republican 
order  aiming  at  popular  ju- 
stice. 

Taking  this  into  conside- 
ration, the  Ministry  of  Jus- 
tice during  1976  made  stre- 
nous  efforts  to  organize  the 
prosecution,  scrutinize  var- 
ious cases,  formulate  more 
regulations,  expand  the  re- 
formatory and  employ  more 
personnel  in  order  to  fina- 
lise interrogation  which  du- 
ty was  entrusted  with  the 
prosecution  in  accordance 
with  Article  106  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  Office  of  the  Attor- 
ney  General  is  one  of  the 
largest  among  various  de- 
partments dealing  with  ju- 
dicial matters.  This  office 
performs  the  following  fun- 
ctions : 

— Investigation  of  crimi- 
nal offences. 

— Supervision  of  activit- 
ies of  its  branch  offices. 

— Filing  suits  in  various 
courts. 

—Following  up  court  ver- 
dicts. 

—Permanent  supervision 
of  jails  and  reformatories. 


THE  ATTORNEY  GENE- 
RAL 

The  Attorney  General  who 
is  at  the  same  time  Minister 
of  Justice  is  to  implement 
the  government,  judicial 
policy  and  supervise  activi- 
ties of  other  judicial  functi- 
onaries. He  is  also  to 
make  decision  on  following 
up  of  very  important  cases. 
However,  his  assistants  and 
prosecutors  perform  this 
function  under  normal  con- 
ditions. Those  who  have 
complaints  about  the  way  in 
which  justice  has  been  adm- 
inistered in  their  cases  are 
received  and  listened  to  be 
the  Attorney  General  in  per- 
son. 

The  Assistant  Attorney 
General  supervises  activit- 
ies of  central  as  well  as  pro- 
vincial offices  with  a  view 
to  helping  the  implementa- 
tion Of  the  judicial  policy 
and  makes  decision,  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Attorney 
General  on  guiding  these 
offices. 

The  Attorney  General's 
assistant  in  charge  of  foll- 
owing up  cases  decides  wh- 
ether or  not  the  prosecution 
should  take  up  each  indiv- 
idual case  from  the  prima- 
ry to  the  appeal  court.  Dur- 
ing 1976,  this  office  proces- 
sed 771  cases  sent  to  the 
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Primary  Court  Prosecuting 
Government  Employees^  5,- 
670  cases  sent  to  the  Central 
Court  Of  Appeals,  8,835  ca- 
ses gofng  to  the  High  Court, 
55  cases  forwarded  to  the 
Special    Court  for  Govern- 
ment Warehouses.  Besides, 
the  latter  court  had  returned 
103  files  to  be  completed. 
Further,  36  files  were  forw- 
arded to  the  Special  Court 
of  Appeal.  The    special  co- 
urt for  the   government  ac- 
counts  returned,   from  596 
files,  472  for  completion  and 
forwarded  36  to  the  special 
court    of  appeals. 

PETITION  AND  SCRU- 
TINY 

The  Attorney  General  has 
another  assistant  in  charge 
Of  petitions    and  scrutiny. 
His  office  goes  throu;?h  com- 
plaints from  ommissions  or 
commissions  by  judicial  fu- 
nctionaries. This  is  obvious- 
ly one  of  its  most  import- 
ant functions  due  to  its  di- 
rect connection  with  admin- 
istration of  justice.  Also,  th- 
is office  entrusted  with  see- 
kirifir  better  wavs  in  orrler  to 
orsranize  the  nrosecution  of- 
fice with  a  view  to  more  ef- 
fectiveV  followinfif  no  crimi- 
npl  offences.    Further,  this 
office  is  authorised  to  ext- 
end h\l  terms  exceedinfif  six 
months  in  the  case  of  the 
accused.  susDendine^  the  ac- 
cused from  s^overnmpfit  ser- 
vice and    conditionally  re- 
leasinsr  convicts. 

This  office  nrocf^^jc^^  rln- 
rinsf  this  vear  2  693  f^es 
forwarded  to  it  by  various 


provinces  of  which  2,127 
were  decided  upon. 

INVESTIGATION 
AND  SUPERVISION 

The  Attorney  General  has 
set  yet  another  assistant  in 
charge  of  investigation  and 
supervision.  He  is  to  ascer- 
tain about  speed  and  accu- 
racy of  various  prosecutors 
offices  as  well  as  departm- 
ents within  the  framework 
of  the  ministry.  This  office 
is  authorised  to  make  deci- 
sions on  court  verdicts  as 
far  as  follow  up  is  concern- 
ed, receive  reports  about 
criminal  offences  occurring 
in  the  country  and  making 
sure  how  these  are  dealt 
with  by  various  courts. 

Through  its  Directorate 
General  of  Supervision,  this 
office  regristered  4.306  of- 
fences that  had  occurred  in 
various  provinces  during 
1976,  issued  9.625  letters 
of  imnlementation  of  court 
verdicts,  provided  various 
prosecutors  with  950  forms 
to  fill,  consenteri  to  the  co- 
urt verdicts  in  the  ea<ie  of 
2,600  accused  and  followed 
un  ^2  narcotic  and  traffic 
violations. 

STTPERVISION 

Throusrh  its  Directorate 
General  for  Tnsnection,  it 
scrutinized  227  criminal  of- 
fences allesfedly  committed 
bv  officials  in  various  mi- 
nistries. It  al<50  investigated 
v37  ca<=es  on  the  snot. 

PT^nQT7cxjTI0N  OF 
JUDGES 

The  Attorney  General  has 
still  another  assistant  wh- 
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ose  office  is  in  charge  of 
following  up  files  pertaining 
to  judges  and  other  judic- 
ial officials.  This  office  de- 
cides whether  or  not  each 
case  is  to  be  taken  higher 
up.  or  scrapped  Its  views  in 
this,  connection  ar^  submit- 
ted to  the  Attorney  General 
and  in  his  absence  to  his 
assistant  in  charge.  This  of- 
fice also    forwards  to  the 
Special  Court  for  the  Pro- 
secution of    Judges  cases 
against  judges  for  violati- 
ons of  various  description 
an^  fnllow  up.  each  court 
verdict    whether  it  should 
be  taketi  higher  up.  From 
21  cases,  14  of  them  were 
forwarded,  to  the  above  co- 
urt of  which  7  were  finaliz- 
ed. 

POLICE  OFFENCES 

The  Attorney  General's 
last  Assistant  is  in  charge 
of  fblTowinfif  uo  police  offen- 
ces. This  office  scrutinizes 
files  concerning  violations 
and  offences  committed  by 
members  of  the  police  for- 
ce and  decides  whether  leg- 
al action  be  taken  against 
them.  So  it  forwards  such 
files  as  it  deems  necessary 
to  the  Drimary  nolice  court 
and  the  Police  Court  of  Ap- 
peals and  follows  up  each 
court  verdict. 

In  W7f\,  this  office  re- 
ceived 9fI4  files  of  which  it 
submitted  765  to  the  courts. 
The  courts  finalized  422 
files  and  passed  judicial 
judfifment  on  258  cases,  189 

files  were  finalized  by  t] 


primary  court  and  125  for- 
warded to  the  special  app- 
eals court. 

IN  THE  PROVINCES 
In  each  provincial  cen- 
tre, there  exists  a  prosecu- 
tor's office  with  a  prosecu- 
tor, his  assistant  and  other 
personnel.  In  certain  local 
administrative  units  (wolos- 
wali),  there  is  a  smaller  of- 
fice dealing  with  prosecu- 
tion. According  to  Article 
106  of  the  Constitution,  sin- 
ce interrogation  of  offend- 
ers is  entrusted  with  the 
office  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, each  woloswali  is 
provided  with  a  local  pros- 
ecutor. Hence  the  organiz- 
ation of  this  office  was  ov- 
erhauled to  meet  this  de- 
mand. Therefore,  apart  fr- 
om groups  in  charge  of 
following  up  offences,  oth- 
ers were  appointed  to  carry 
out  interrogations.  Fur- 
ther, the  organisation  of 
offices  dealing  with  appeal 
cases  was  adapted  accord- 
ingly. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  LEGIS- 
LATION 

This  department  is  in  ch- 
arge of  formulating  rules 
and  regulations  and  expres- 
sing: legal  ooinion  on  those 
already  legislated.  There- 
fore, it  formulates  charters 
for  various  government  ag- 
encies, statutes  and  by  laws 
needed  by  other  organisati- 
ons. 

The  most  important  task 
5  of  this  department   was  co- 
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mpiling  and  publishing  the 
Civil  and  Criminal  Laws 
which  were  promulgated  in 
1976  after  the  approval  th- 
ereof by  the  Council  of  Mi- 
nisters and  President  Da- 
oud. 

The  Civil  Law  contains 
2416  and  the  Criminal  Law 
523  articles.    These  toge- 
ther represent  a  monumen- 
tal work  carried  out  by  the 
Ministry  of  Justice.  They 
not  only  fill  the  gap  in  co- 
nnection with  personal  rig- 
hts but  also  make  clear  ju- 
dicial obligations  in  order 
to  ensure  a  healthy  admi- 
nistration of  justice.  During 
the  year  under  review,  the 
Department  of  Legislation 
also  succeeded  in  formulat- 
ing a  number  of  charters 
and  by-laws    as  follows: 

Charters  for  the  Nation- 
al Anti-Malaria  Institute, 
Private  Construction  Com- 
panies, the  Lapidary  and 
Carpentry  Works,  the  Balkh 
Spinning  Mills.  The  Gov- 
ernment Health  Insurance, 
The  Ibne  Sina  Medical  De- 
pot and  the  Press  Club.  The 
two  by-law^s  concerned  pro- 
gressive land  tax  and  land 
settlement. 

This  department  also  ex- 
pressed legal  opinion  on 
3,700  cases  and  issued  2,000 
letters  in  response  to  legal 
enquiries.  The  legal  com- 
mission functioning  within 
the  framework  of  this  dep- 
artment also  took  up  the 
task  of  amending  the  Cri- 
minal Procedure  and  the 
law  concerning    the  Office 


of  the  Prosecutor  so  that 
these  be  made  commensu- 
rate with  the  objects  of 
the  Republican  order.  The 
commission  also  sees  to  it 
that  other  laws  and  by-laws 
be  in  accord  with  these  ob- 
jects. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  GOV- 
ERNMENT CASES 

This  department  was  est- 
ablished in  1964  within  the 
framework  of  the  Ministry 
of  Justice  to  act  as  a  gov- 
ernment defence  attorney 
in  connection  with  suits  fil- 
ed by  various  government 
agencies.  During    the  year 
1976,  the  department  recei- 
ved 170  files  on  various  ca- 
ses of  which  38  were  deem- 
ed to  be  forwarded  to  the 
courts  and  89   waited  furth- 
er documentation  while  34 
files  were  finalised  in  fav- 
our of  the  government  with 
the  result  that  lots  of  lands, 
Waaler  mills,  fruit  trees,  hou- 
ses and    shops  were  seques- 
ered  from  those  who  had  us- 
urped these.  Meanwhile,  12 
commercial    files  and  229 
land  files  were  to  be  comp- 
leted in  order  to  be  forwar- 
ded to  the  authorised  courts. 

THE  REFORMATORY 
The  Kabul  Reformatory 
was  established  in   1970  to 
save  juvenile  offenders  fr- 
om the  corrupting  influence 
exerted  by  ordinary  jails. 
Under  the  republican  ord- 
er, a  special  reformatOT^y  for 
erring  girls  was  also  found- 
ed to  cope  with  the  increas- 
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ing  number  of  juvenile  of- 
fences committed  in  rec- 
ent yeans  due  to  split  fami- 
lies a'nd  ^rconomic  problems. 
This  added  to  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  police  and 
the  prosecution.  The  refor- 
matories are  there  to  train 
these  juvenile  delinquents 
in  various  vocations  so  that 
they  may  in  the  future  be- 
come useful  members  of 
society. 

Those  under  13  years  of 
age  are  not  to  be  prosecut- 
ed for  offences  whereas 
of  fences  committed  by  th- 
ose over  13  and  under  18 
are  to  be  considered  with 
concern.  Therefore  milder 
punishments  are  meted  out 
for  these  juvenile  delinq- 
uents on  the  basis  of  laws 
of  the  land  and  special  me- 
asures are  adopted  to  traiTi 
as  well  as  educate  them  in 
various  fields.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Reformatory  suoer- 
vises  and  protects  these 
children  and  tries  to  chan- 
nel their  feelings  and  em- 
otions to  avenues  that  may 
prove  useful  for  them  and 
societv  in  the  years  to  come. 
This  is  carried  out  through 
special  programmes  in  co- 
operation with  the  Ministr- 
ies of  Education  and  Publ- 
ic Health. 

Vocations  to  be  learned 
bv  the  inmates  ransfe  from 
tailorinsf  and    carpentry  to 
shoe  makinsf  taught  bv  pro- 
fessionals. After     reform  a- 
tioTi.  each  inmate  is  releas- 
ed on  probation  through 
Children's  Court.  They  then 


get  jobs  m  various  industr- 
ial plants  like  the  Oqab  Shoe 

Factory,  the  Jehan  Carpen- 
try Works,  or  the  Afghan 
Furniture  Company. 

These  young  persons  are 
under  sup  rvision  as  long 
as  they  become  self-reliant. 
Should  they  be  returned  to 
their  parents,  reports  are 
demanded  about  their  de- 
meanour. 

The  Reformatory  not  on- 
ly keeps  a  file  on  each  in- 
mate, but  also  o'n  the  pro- 
gress made  by  them,  taking 
into  consideration  their  fa- 
mily background,  factos  co- 
ntributing to  the  offence 
committed  such  as  economic 
and  environmental  and  fa- 
mily tensions.  Information 
is  obtained  on  these  scores 
through  interviews  with 
parents  and  family  memb- 
ers by  experts. 

If  fences  committed  by 
these  juveniles  range  from 
theft,  pick-pocketing,  moral 
offences,  infliction  of  wo- 
unds and  sometimes  man- 
slau£fhter.  The  accused  is 
sent  to  the  reformatory  by 
various  government  agenc- 
ies through  the  Children's 
Court.  In  197G,  such  juve- 
nile delinquents  numbered 
113  of  whom  78  were  relea- 
sed after  reformation.  Th- 
ose who  were  admitted  for 
the  second  time  numbered 
52. 

Since  the  establishment  of 
H  special  reformatory  for 
^I'rls  in  1P75.  fortv  young 
fomale  prisoners  were  trans- 
ferred from  the  Women's 
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prison  to  this  new  organiz- 
ation. And  from  this,  17  we- 
re released  after  reforma- 
tion. The  offences  commit- 
ted by  these  girls  ranged  fr- 
om moral  offences  to  theft 
and  murder.  The  girls  like 
boys  attend  literacy  course^ 
as  well  those  o'a  various  vo- 
cations. 

Efforts  are  being  made 
to  establish  4  boy  and  girl 
reformatories  in  other  im- 
portant towns  during  the 
Seven- Year  Plan  in  order 
to  protect  juvenile  delinq- 
uents. 

THE  MAGISTRATE'S 
OFFICE 

Taxes  collected  by  the  Ma- 
gistrate's Office  during 
the  year  under  review  am- 
ounted to  Afs.  4,500,000, 
showing  a  5%  increase  over 
those  in  the  preceding  year. 
A  total  of  3,132  files  were 
handled  with  2,731  letters 
issued  and  2,051  petitions 
forwarded  to  the  agencies 
concerned. 

FOREIGN  LIASON  DEPAR 

1MENT 

This  department  needs 
more  qualified  personnel 
and  therefore  sent  abroad  6 
of  its  staff  members  on  sch- 
olarship to  further  their  le- 
gal studies.  And  they  will 
be  followed  by  9  others. 

THE  CONSECREATION  AU 
IHORITY 

This  department  collected 
Afs.  237,213  through  its  do- 
nation boxes  placed  in  vari- 
ous shrines.  Previously,  this 


was  pocketed  by  various  in- 
dividuals. And  through  buil- 
di'ng  shaps  beside  these  shr- 
ines, the  department  made 
Afs.  41,221.  These  collecti- 
ons go  to  the  restoration 
and  repairs  of  various  old 
shrines. 

Thig  department  also  su- 
prvises  the  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca  by  Afghan  nationals. 
The  process  begins  at  home 
with  drawing  lots,  arrang- 
ing travel  documents^  inoc^ 
ulations,  transportation,  ac- 
commodation on  the  way 
and  in  Saudi  Arabia,  health 
care,  etc.  Each  year,  a  medi- 
cal team  accompanies  the 
pilgrims  and  takes  care  of 
them  throughout  the  religi- 
ous rites. 

During  the  year  under  re- 
view, 3,000  pilgrims  were 
moved  to  Mecca  by  air  wd 
2,000  by  road  the  latter  via 
Iran,  Iraq  and  Kuwait.  This 
department  made  Afs.  1,084, 
682  from  its  services  in  co- 
nnection with  this  year's  pil- 
grirrtage. 

The  department  seized 
lots  of  lands,  fruit  trees,  ro- 
oms, shops^  water  mills,  ca- 
mpounds  a'nd  underground 
irrigation  systems  with  a 
total  annual  income  of  Afs. 
325,061,  posseses  a  camp- 
ound  at  Mecca  has  taken  le- 
gal action  to  prove  its  ow- 
nership on  another  buijt 
by  Ahmad  Shah  and  yet  an- 
other belonging  to  1  Imurad 
Boy. 

It  publishes  a  guide  to 
Mecca,  describing  how  to 
go  about  the  religious  rites 
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from  the  moment  a  pilgrim 
arrives  in  Mecca  to  the  end 
of  the  sacred  journey  to  be 
made  by  every  affor dicing 
Moslem  once  in  his  life-time. 
The  department  is  also  pla- 
'aning  to  establish  a  profess- 
ional library. 

Since  consecretaed  prop- 
erty was  swindled  in  the  pa- 


st through  fraudulent  meth- 
ods, this  jurisdiction  over  it 
was  transferred  from  mun- 
crpal  boards  to  this  depart- 
ment. After  all  the  consecr- 
ated property  is  finally  ma- 
de available  to  this  depart- 
ment, it  will  be  rich  enough 
to  restore  many  shrines  st- 
anding on  consecrated  lan- 
ds. 
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Ministry  of  Planning 


In  view  of  economic  and 
social  guideline  of  the  Se- 
ven Year  Pla'n  the  Ministry 
of  Planning  has  performed 
its  important  and  specific 
functions  thirough  its  rela- 
ted departixieiits  and  coop- 
eration of  executing  Mi'nist- 
ries  and  Institutions.  The 
important  tasks  performed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Planning 
in  1355  are  briefly  as  fol- 
lowing : 

PLANNING  AND  IMPLE- 
MENTATION : 

The  Ministry  of  Pla'nning 
was  able  to  prepare  the  First 
Seven  Year  Plan  which  con- 
sists main  targets  of  econo- 
mic and  social  development 
and  spenfic  sectoral  pro- 
i^ramcs  f(  ^  coming  Seven 
Years.  Mc  eover  the  docu- 
ment includes  a'n  analyses  of 
the  economic  conditions  of 
the  past  seven  years.  Und- 
er the  framework  of  the 
Seven  Year  Plan  distribu- 
tion of  resources  to  econo- 
mic and  socisl  sectors  were 
made  according  to  the  "needs 
of  these  sectors  and  efforts 
were  made  to  coordinate  in- 
vf^stment  plans  to  specific 
physical  targets.  Purpose 
and  targets  of  the  plan  were 


drafted  o'^  the  bases  of  ana- 
lyses of  bottle-necks,  possi- 
bilities and  wishes  of  the 
people  and  revolutio'nary  le- 
adership. Attainme'nt  of  th- 
ese target^  will  prepare  the 
ground  for  development  of 
human  and  mi^rial  resour- 
ces and  will  be  an  import- 
ant step  for  creating  a 
better  standards  of  living 
for  the  people.  GeYieral  tar- 
gets of  the  plan  are  projec- 
ted as  following: 

1 —  Increase  of  economic 
growth  rate  for  raising  the 
standard  of  living  of  the 
people. 

2 —  Increase  of  production 
and  industrial  capacities  for 
substitution  of  imports,  in- 
crease of  employme'nt  and 
creation  of  required  con- 
ditions for  establishment  o' 
heavy  industries  and  attain- 
ment of  economic  indepen- 
dence. 

3~Increase  of  agricultu- 
ral production  to  provide 
industrial  raw  materials, 
strengthen  balance  of  pay- 
ment position,  increase  em- 
ployment and  attain  self- 
sufficiency  in  regard  to  basic 
food  consumption. 

4 — Increase  of  public  in- 
vestment and    revenue  and 
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encouragement  of  produc- 
tive private  investme'nt. 

5 —  Development  of  hum- 
an resources  to  increase 
productivity  through  exp- 
ansion of  education  and  he- 
alth services. 

6 —  Better  distribution  of 
income  through  expansion 
of  social  services  and  imp- 
rovement of  financial  and 
agricultural  sectors. 

7 —  Creation  of  wider  in- 
frastructure of  communic- 
ation, transportation,  irrig- 
ation and  power. 

8 —  Stabilisatio'n  of  prices 
and  creation  of  normal  eco- 
nomic conditions  through 
implementation  of  coordin- 
ated financial  and  moneta- 
ry policies. 

9 —  Strengthening  of  ba- 
lance of  payment  of  the  co- 
untry through  substitution 
of  imports,  increase  of  ex- 
ports and  foUowI'ng  better 
ways  of  export  marketing. 

Targets  and  multiples  of 
macro-economic  and  secto- 
ral srrowth  in  the  Seven  Ye- 
ar Plan  which  is  tho  first 
step  of  Republican  Covern- 
nTcnt  for  prosnective  plan- 
ning are  selected  and  desi- 
gned in  the  light  of  plan 
priorities. 

Snedfic  physical  targets 
of  the  plan  are  as  following. 

Increase  of  Gross  Nation- 
al Product  by  53.7  percent 
and  attainment  of  6.3  per- 
cent of  growth  annually.  On 
the  basis  of  this  target  Gr- 
oss National  Product  will 
increaf^e  from  Afs.  96.06 
billion  in  1354  to  Afs.  147.69 


billion  in  the  end  ot  Seven 
Year  Plan. 

To  attain  the  above  m'enti- 
o'ned  target  Afs.  207  billion 
will  be  invested  including 
Afs.  92.3  biUion  from  do- 
mestic sources  Afs.  114.7 
billion  from  foreign  loans 
and  grants.  From  the  total 
domestic  investment  Afs. 
59.7  billion  ■■  will  come  under 
public  sector  and  Afs.  32.6 
billion  will  be  invested  by 
private  investment. 

Shares  of  different  eco- 
nomic and  social  sectors  in 
the  total  Afs.  174.4  billion 
public  sector  investment  are 
as  following:  , 

Mining,  •  IncJ-^stries  and 
Power  36.1  percent.  • 

Agriculture  and  Irrigati- 
on 24.7  per  cent., 

Transportation  anci  Com- 
munication 31.5  per  cent. 

Social  services  6.0  '  per 
cent.  , 

In  a d d i t i on  ,  1 . 75  p e r  cent 
of  the  hi  id  get  total  is  alloted 
for  fertiliser  •  subsidy  and 
contingencies.; 

Distribution '  Qf  financial 
resources  to  economic  sec- 
tors  are  based  on  priorities 
and  national  policies  in  or- 
der to  create  retjuired  con- 
ditions for  balance  and  mul- 
tiole  growth  of  all  sectors 
and  through  construction  of 
infrastructure  speed  up  dy- 
nomic  economic  current  in 
the  future.     ,  ' 

Industrial  'st^ctor  as  an 
advancing  economic  sector 
will  have  a  basic  role  in 
the  ecorn omy  af  ;  the  country. 
Transportation  and  comm- 
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unication  has  the  second  po- 
sition in  the  plan.  Develop- 
ment ot  thig  sector  is  very 
important  for  relating  diff- 
erent parts  of  the  country 
to  one  another,  encourage- 
ment and  stimulation  of  pr- 
0  luction  and  preparing  the 
giJund  for  use  of  natural 
^jsources.  Share  of  investm- 
ent on  irrigation  comprise 

18.2  percent  of  the  total  in- 
vestment resources,  its  role 
as  an  infrastructure  for 
agricultural  development 
and  use  of  water  and  soil 
resources  is  considerable. 

Although  expenditures  of 
social  services  in  compari- 
son to  other  sectors  is  small 
but  it  will  amoutit  to  Afs. 
10.5  billion. 

Itivestments  programmes 
are  prepared  in  such  a  way 
to  complete  carry-over  pro- 
jects as  soon  as  possible  in 
the  beginning  of  the  plan 
and  prepare  the  ground  for 
undertaking  new  projects. 

2— Increase  of  agricultu- 
ral produce  in  the  plan  by 

37.3  percent  and  average 
increase  of  4.7  percent,  in 
other  words  agricultural 
net  produce  will  increase 
to  Afs.  73.9  billion  in  1361 
from  Afs.  3.8  billion  in  1354, 
but  relative  share  of  agri- 
cultural products  in  Gross 
National  Product  will  dec- 
rease from  56  to  5.0  per 
cent  in  this  period.  During 
the  Seven  Year  Plan  irri- 
gation of  335000  hectar 
land  will  be  improved  and 
adequate  water  for  62000 
hectar  new  land  wil)  be  pro- 


vided. 

Increase  in  total  value  of 
agricultural  products  dep- 
ends on  increase  of  quan- 
tity of  production.  Wheat 
production  will  increase  to 
3.5  million  tons  or  23  per 
cent  by  1361  from  2.85  mil- 
lion ton  in  1354.  Production 
of  sugar  hiaet  and  cotton 
will  increase  by  19  per  cent 
and  250  per  cent  respective- 
ly- 

3 —  Industrial  production 
including  mining,  power 
and  handicrafts  will  incr- 
ease by  87.5  per  cent  or  an- 
nual average  of  9.4  percent. 
Total  net  value  of  these  pro- 
ducts will  increase  to  Afs. 
12.1  billion  by  the  end  of 
Seven  Year  Plan  from  Afs. 
6.48  billion  in  1354.  Share 
of  industrial  produce  in 
Gross  National  Product  will 
increase  from  6.7  per  cent 
to  8.2  per  cent  in  1361. 

Power  production  will  in- 
crease to  1627.6  million  kil- 
owatt an  increase  of  127 
per  cent  in  1361  from  716.3 
million  k.w.  in  1354.  Para- 
llel periods  production  ca- 
pacity for  electricity  will  in- 
crease from  340  M.G.W.  to 
775.6  M.G.W. 

4—  Domestic  Government 
revenue  will  increase  to 
Af.  22.9  billion  by  the  end 
of  Seven  Year  Plan  and 
will  have  a*  growth  rate  of 
94  per  cent  and  annual  gr- 
owth of  9.9  per  cent,  comp- 
ared to  Afs.  12.23  billion 
revenue  of  1354.  It  is  wor- 
thwhile mentioning  that  the 
share  of  direct  taxes  in  Go- 
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vernment  revenue  will  in- 
crease from  11.9  per  cent  in 
1354  to  16.0  per  cent  in 
1361.  Share  of  domestic  re- 
ve-iiue  will  increase  to  16.2 
per  cent  of  Gross  National 
Products  by  the  end  of  the 
Plan  compared  to  12.8  per- 
cent of  the  1354. 

5—  Export  and  imports  on 
the  basis  of  fixed  prices  of 
1354  will  increase  by  73.8 
per  cent  respectively  dur- 
ing the  plan  period.  Aver- 
age annual  growth  of  these 
variables  will  amount  to  8.2 
per  cent  and  8.5  per  cent 
respectively. 

Realisation  of  these  tar- 
gets will  strengthen  the  bal- 
ance of  payment  position  of 
the  country. 

6 —  Number  of  students 
in  the  primary  schools  will 
increase  to  1280  thousands 
or  39.6  per  cent  of  the  7  to 
14  age  group  by  the  end  of 
the  plati  to  789  thousand 
students  which  include  28.8 
per  cent  of  the  age  group 
in  1354.  Number  of  students 
in  high  schools  will  increase 
to  148.1  thousand  or  65  per- 
cent by  the  end  of  the  plan 
compared  to  89.7  thousand 
in  1354.  Students  of  Voca- 
tional schools  will  increase 
From  4  thousand  to  40  tho- 
usand in  this  period  which 
shows  an  increase  of  9  tim- 
es. During  the  Seven  Years 
Plan  18.9  thousand  students 
will  be  graduated  from  vo- 
catiotial  schools.  University 
students  will  increase  from 
8.2  thousand  in  1354  to 
11.3  thousand  or  by  38  per 


cent  in  the  end  of  the  plan. 
During  the  plan  11.1  thou- 
sand students  will  be  grad- 
uated from  universities. 

7.  Hospitals  will  increase 
from  71  to  .81  and  number 
of  hospital  beds  will  incr- 
ease from  3.6  thousand  to 
5.1  thousand  or  43  per  cent. 
Moreover  during  the  Seven 
Year  Plan  116  health  centr- 
es will  be  established  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country 
and  number  of  health  cen- 
tres will  reach  to  217. 

8—  Asphalted  and  non-as- 
phalted roads  will  increase 
from  9.2  thousand  km.  in 
1354  to  11  thousand  km. 
by  the  end  of  the  plan.  Du- 
ring the  plan  period  1800 
km.  highways  including 
highways  which  will  be 
built  under  the  maintenan- 
ce programmes  will  be  built 
and  2900  km.  roads  will  be 
improved  and  3700  km.  ro- 
ads maintenance  work  will 
be  carried  annually. 

9 —  Telephone  lines  will 
increase  from  21  thousand 
lines  in  1354  to  40  thousand 
by  the  end  of  the  plan  and 
channel  lines  will  increase 
from  2.7  thousand  kilome- 
ter to  4.7  thousand  kilom- 
eters in  this  period. 

10—  During  Seven  Year 
Plan  population  of  the  co- 
untry will  increase  to  19.61 
million  compared  to  16.6 
million  in  1354.  Annual  in- 
crease of  population  will  be 
2.3  per  cent  in  this  period. 
Manpower  will  grow  by 
8.8  per  cent.  By  the  end  of 
the  Plan  5322  thousand  will 
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be  employed  in  productive^ 
sectors  and  791.3  thousand 
will  work  in  social  and  ad- 
ministrative sectors.  U'n- 
employment  will  be  reduced 
to  the  minimum  level.  Em- 
ployment in  development  pr- 
ojects and  organised  priv- 
ate sector  will  increase  from 
166.9  thousand  in  1354  to 
348.8  thousand  or  109  per 
cent  m  1361.  Through  use 
of  technology  and  capital 
goods  and  education  and 
training  technical  perso- 
nnel, productivity  will  inc- 
rease by  61  percent. 

II —  With  increase  of  po- 
table water  from  25  thou- 
sand cubic  meter  to  110  th- 
ousand cubic  meters  for 
1.1  million  people  potable 
water  will  be  available  in 
the  big  cities. 

In  1355  Ministry  of  Plan- 
ning prepared  the  develop- 
ment budget  and  tried  to 
implement  Government  in- 
vestments in  view  of  techni- 
cal and  financial  conditions 
of  development  projects. 
The  Ministry  of  Planning 
supervised  distribution  of 
financial  resources  on  the 
basis  of  reports  and  inspec- 
tion of  the  projects. 

On  the  basis  of  Plan  tar- 
gets more  than  90  per  cent 
of  development  budget  was 
realised  in  1355.  In  view  of 
coordinating  role  of  deve- 
lopment efforts,  primary 
survey  and  project  prepa- 
ration of  a  number  of  use- 
ful projects  for  economic 
and  social  development  of 
the  country    were  carried 


through     related  instituti- 
ons and    departments  with 
cooperation  of    Afghan  and 
foreign  experts  from  frien- 
dly countries  and  internati- 
onal institutions.   In  review 
and  re-appraisal     of  these 
projects  from  the    point  of 
view  of  economic    and  tech- 
nical aspects  and  preparing 
the  projects  for  decision 
making   Ministry  of  Plann- 
ing took  active  part  and  tr- 
ied to  provide  financial  re- 
sources for  these  projects 
and  implement    them  under 
the  framework  of  annual 
plans. 

STUDIES  AND  TECHNICAL 
SUPERVISION 

In  order  to  review  and 
supervise  development  pro- 
jects in  1355  Ministry  of 
Planning,  through  engineer- 
ing study  groups  sent  to 
projects,  was  able  to  sup- 
ervise development  proj- 
ects and  give  necessary  ad- 
vice for  removing  bottlene- 
ks  and  speeding  work  pro- 
grammes. Projects  which 
have  been  reviewed  and 
their  reports  have  been 
purposed  are:  Helmand, 
Gawargan,  Parwan,  Salma 
Kailagi,  Kunduz,  and  Kh- 
anabad  hydro-electric,  stu- 
dy of  Hairatan  bridge.  Rail 
way  project.  Microwave  pr- 
oject etc.  Moreover  in  the 
first  six  months  of  1356, 
studies  for  giving  opinion 
were  carried  for  the  follow- 
ing projects: 

Third   electric  network  of 
Kabul,    alimunium  ware  pr- 
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oductio'ii  project,  Kandahar 
electric  network,  electric 
scheme  of  the  North  and 
Centre,  Ainak  copper  mine 
Sanglan  barite  mine,  He- 
rat Sabzak  coal  mine.  Study 
of  the  terms  of  reference  of 
ITagigak  iron  mine  agric- 
ultural jeeps  and  tractors 
production  project,  almun- 

ium  wires    production  pr- 
oject.   Baghlan    sugar,  in- 
dustrial parks,    Herat  Cen- 
tral workshop,  Chishmai-Sha- 
fa  Farahroad,  Khosh-Tipa, 
upper  and  lower  Kokcha,  Ka- 
mal  Khan,  study  of  Kunar 
Valley  Development  Mast- 
er Plan,  Kandahar  Woolen 
Textile,     Kishim  —  Faizab- 
ad  highway,    water  supply 
a'nd  and  canalisation  proj- 
ect of  Kabul,    Istiqlal  brid- 
ge, Kabul  prison—  Herat  ce- 
ment, Kabul-Herat  Mazari- 
Sharif  Bakqries,    Kabul  wa- 
ter supply  master  plan,  so- 
und recording     and  films 
dubbing  studios,  Rahman 
Mina  kindergarten,  Khair- 
khana  Maina  ki'ndergarten 
and  preparing  of  a  report 
and  giving  expert  view  on 
over  estimation  of  expendi- 
ture on  30  school  buildings 
in  Parwan,    Moreover,  work 
has  bee'n  carried  on  a  sys- 
tem of    project  appraisal 
and     preliminary  reports 
has  been  prepared  which 
will  be  implemented  step 
by  step. 

FINANCE 

On  the  basis  of  eco'nomic 
and  financial  policies  of  the 
country  and  for  implemen- 
tation of  development  pro- 


grammes, financial  aid  from 
friendly  countries  and  In- 
ternational institutions  w^- 
re  used. 

Documentation  of  US$4 
million  loan  from  Iran  for 
Herat  slaughter  house  and 
animal  raising  was  finalis- 
ed. Agreement  of  US$29.2 
million  Iran  loan  for  Kanda- 
har cotton  textile  has  been 
finalised.  Agreements  for 
US$6  million  loan  from  Wo- 
rld Bank  for  Agricultural 
schools  and  expansion  of  vo- 
cational education  and  20 
million,  DM  loan  of  the  Fe- 
deral Republic  of  Ger- 
many for  a  number  of  co- 
mmunication projects  were 
signed.  In  addition  loan  ag- 
reement of  14  million  US 
dollars  from  Asian  Deve- 
lopment Bank  for  seeds  pro- 
ject. 30  million  Darham  fr- 
om the  United  Arab  Em- 
irates for  part  of  fi- 
nancial need  of  Bagh- 
lan sugar  and  50  million 
US  dollar  loan  for  consu- 
mer goods  from  USSR  were 
finalised. 

TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE 
It  is  the  responsibility  of 
Ministry  of  Planning  to  get 
technical  assistance  from 
friendly  countries  and  In- 
ternational institutions  and 
receive  aid  for  training  and 
education  of  Afghans  abr- 
oad for  the  need  of  differ- 
ent economic  sectors. 

In  1355  technical  assist- 
ance aid  from  UN  and  oth- 
er International  Instituti- 
ons such  as  UNDP,  W.F.O. 
UNICEF,  WHO,  Common 
Market,  Colombo  Plan,  US- 
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AID  amounted  to  US$28  mi- 
llion. Moreover  200  tons  of 
butter  and  300  tons  of  pow- 
dered milk  was  received  as 
aid  from  these  sources. 

In  development  projects 
440  foreign    experts  were 
employed  and  917  fellowsh- 
ips and  scholarships  for  tr- 
aining and  education  of  Af- 
ghans in  specialised  fields 
were  received  through  fo- 
reign aid.  In  the  first  six 
months  of  1356  technical 
asistance  aid  amounted  to 
US$25  million,  6  million  st- 
erling  pond  and    8  million 
D.M.  In  addition  1400  tons 
of  powder  milk,  900  tons  of 
sugar,  114  tons  of  cereals 
78  tons  of  tea    2713  tons 
edible  oil,  13790  ton  wheat 
wag  received  as  aid. 

In  the  development  pro- 
jects 960  foreign  experts 
were  employed  and  505  fel- 
lowships and  scholarships 
for  training  Afghans  abr- 
oad were  received  through 
foreign  aid. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  AND 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  PRIVA- 
TE DOMESTIC  AND  FORE- 
IGN INVESMENT: 

For  encouragement  and 
attraction  of  private  inves- 
tment the  following  meas- 
ures were  taken  since  Sa- 
ratan  1355  until  Saratan 
1356. 

Thirty  different  industr- 
ial projects,  were  approved 
by  Investment  Committee 
which  their  investment  will 
amount  to  Afs.  443.2  mill 
ion  and    provide  employm- 


ent for  more  than  1715  per- 
sons. Moreover  in  1356  for 
removing  difficulties  and 
improvement  of  private  in- 
vestments industrial  tarrif 
was  designed  which  will  be 
approved  latter. 

EDUCATION  AND  TRAI- 
NING  OF  MINISTRY'S 
PERSONNEL 

For  strengthening  techn- 
ical knowledge  of  Ministry's 
personnel  a  number  of  spe- 
cific seminars  were  condu- 
cted through  personnel  tr- 
aining department  of  the 
Ministry  and  a  number  of 
Ministry's  employees  were 
sent  abroad  for  higher  ed- 
ucation and  training. 

DEVELOPMENT  BUDGET 
FOR  1356 

As  follow  up  Of  the  1355 

development  programmes, 

development    budget  for 

1356    which  is  the  second 

year  of  Seven  Year  Plan, 

and  consists    of  important 

targets    and  programmes, 

was  prepared  and  approv- 
ed. 

In  the  budget  for  1356, 
268  projects  are  included 
which  124  projects  are 
new  projects  and  144  pro- 
ject are  carryover  proj- 
ects. For  attainment  of 
general  and  targets  Afs. 
20.22  billion  investment  in- 
cluding Afs.  6.65  billion 
from  domestic  sources  and 
US$299.83  million  of  for- 
eign aid  is  projected. 

Sectorwise  allocations  of 
the  budget  is  as  follows: 

Agriculture  and  Irrigati- 
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on  sector: 

Share  of  this  sector  is  25 
percent  of  the  total  investm- 
ent which  comprise  Afs. 
5.13  biUion. 

Mining,  Industries  and 
Power : 

From  the  total  develop- 
ment expenditure  Afs.  9.47 
billion  or  46.1  per  cent  is 
allocated  to  this  sector. 

Social  Services: 

An  amount  of  2.79  billi- 
on afghanis  or  15  percent 
of  the  total  development 

budget  is  alloted  to  this  sec- 
tor. 


Transportation  and  Com- 
munications : 

Share  Of  this  sector  is  13 
per  cent  or  afs.  2.68  biUipn. 

Despite  of  limitationsland 
existing  problems  ,  cwcerii- 
ing  implementation  of  proj- 
ects and  organising  develo- 
pment activities  under  the 
framework  of  designed  pl- 
ans and  specifically  exist- 
ing of  problems  in  the  first 
year  of  the  plan  the  Minis- 
try of  Planning  was  able 
to  carry  its  responsibilities 
satisfactorily.  Activities  ex- 
plained above  is  the  proof 
for  this  claim. 
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Planning  Minister    Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and  Japanese  Ambassador  to  Kabul 
Juni  Yamada  signing  the  agreement  pertaining  to  im  port  of  diammonium  phos- 
phate chemical  fertiliser  as  grant-in-aid  of  that  country    to  Afghanistan  on  January 
27,  1977. 


Planning  Minister    Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and  Head  of    Yugoslav  delegation 
Alexandra  Fira  signing  the  agreement  for  establishment  of  a  joint  committee  for 
expansion  of  economic,  technical  and  scientific    cooperation  between  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan  and  Yugoslavia  on  March  28,  1977. 


Planning  Minister    Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and    the  FRG  Ambassador  to  Kabul 
Dr.  Hoffmann  exchanging  the  documentg  for  a    loan  of  DM  20  million  for  sup- 
ply of  radio  transmitters  in  a  number  of  provinces  and  expansion  of  pylon  making 
plant  in  Puli  Charkhi  on  May  21,  1977. 


Planning  Minister     Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and    resident  Representative  of  UN 
in  Kabul  Borthwick   exchanging  the  documents  on  UNDP  granMn-aid   totalling  to 
dollars  1,320,000  for  financing  some  rural    development  projects  in  Afghanistan 
on  May  22,  1977. 


Planning  Minister    AU  Ahmad  Khuram  and    British  Ambassador  to  Kabul 
Roy  Crook  signing  the  docu  ments  pertaining  to  the  6, 000,000    pound  sterling 
grant-in-aid  of  the  British  Government  for  financing  of  some  developmental  i^:*©- 
jects  foreseen  in  the  seven  year  development  plan   of  the  country  on  June  13, 
1977. 


Planning  Minister  Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and  non-re  sident  Canadian  Ambassa- 
dor to  Kabul  K.  W.  Maclellan  signing  the  accord  pertaining  to  economic  and  tech- 
nical cooperation    between  the  two  countries  on  July  5,  1977. 


Planning  Minister    Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and    the  Soviet  Ambassador   to  Kab- 
ul Alexander  Puzanov  shak-i'ng  hands  after  signing  the  agreement  pertaining  to  the 
import  of  consumer    goods  for  six  years  from  Soviet  Un  ion,  on  July  30,  1977 
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President  of  the  Finan- 
ce Department  of  the  Plan- 
ning Ministry  and  Econom 
ic  Counsellor  of  the  Soviet 
Embassy  in  Kabul  signing 
letters  of  exchange  perta- 
ining to  extension  of  econo 
mic  and  technical  coopera- 
tion agreement  on  August 
6,  1977. 


Piannmg  Minister    AH  Ahmad  Khuram     and  UNDP  resident  Representative 
Robert  Borthwick     signing  the  documents  of  the  421,000  dollars  grant-in-aid  of 
UN  to    Afghanistan    on  Aug.  15,  1977. 


Planning  Minister    Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and 


Kabul  Bruce  Amstutz  sign  ing  the  agreement  in  Kabul  ^n  US  19,299,000 
grant-in-aid    for  second  sta  ge  of  the  drainage  project  of  the  Helmand 
on  August  29,  1977. 


US  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission  in 

dollars 
Valley, 


Minister  ot  Planning  and  Resident  Representative  of  UNICEF  to  Kabul  sig'ning 
the  agreement  on  UNICEF's  2,781,000    dollars  grant-in-aid  to  Afghanistan  on  Sept. 
5,  1977. 


Planning  Minister     Ali  Ahmad  Khuram,  and   Japanese  ambassador  to  Kabul 
Junji  Yamada    sig'ning  the  documents  on  construction  of  National  Tuberculosis 
Institute  and  its  control  center  on  Sept.  21,  1977. 
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Planning  Minister    Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and    Deputy  Chief  of  US  Mission  in 
Kabul  Bruce  J.    Amstutz  exchanging  the  documents  o'n  more  than  6  million  doll- 
ars US  grant-in-aid  to  Afghanistan  on  Sept.  19,  1977. 
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Planning  Minister  Ali  Ahmad  Khuram  and  Director  of  USAID  in  Afghanis- 
tan Charlis  Grader  signing  the  agreement  on  more  than  five  million  US  dollars 
grant-in-aid  to  Afghanistan  on  September  29,  1977. 


Deputy  Pia'nmng  Miniorer  and  Japanese  Ambassador  to  Kabul  signing  the 
documents  on  750,000  dollars  Japanese  grant-in-aid  to  Afghanistan  on  Nov.  29, 
1977. 
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Deputy  Planning  Minis- 
ter and  FRG  Ambassador  to 
Kabul  shaking  hands  after 
signing  the  agreement  on 
25  million  DM  loan  of  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germ- 
any to  Afghanistan  on  Dec. 
10,  1977. 


Deputy  Planning  Minister  and  UNDP  Resident  Representative  signing  the  ag- 
reement on  WFP  fod  aid  to  Afgha'nistan  on  Dec.    14,  1077. 


Deputy  PlanniTig  Minister  Ferough  and  Ambassdor 
Korea  to  Kabul  Meung  Jan  Chou  signing  the  agreement 
nical  cooperation  on    Dec.  24,  1977. 


of  the  R  epublic  of 
on  economic  and  tech- 


Ministry  of  Finance 


PERFORMANCE  AND  AG 
TIVITIES  OF  THE  MINIS- 
TRY OF  FINANCE  IN 
1355 

Saratan  26th  1355  was 
the  beginning  of  a  new  era 
for  our  people  and  was  the 
day  to  get  away  from  econo- 
mic and  financial  chaos  of 
the  past.  That  day  could 
be  considered  a^  the  start- 
ing point  for  an  organised 
and  effective  economic  ap- 
proach for  present  and  fu- 
ture of  Afghanistan.  In  this 
day  a  new  page  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  country  and  fin- 
ancial matters  of  the  Mi- 
nistry has  been  opened. 

For  better  coordination 
and  management  of  the  eco- 
nomy, on  the  basis  of  Revo- 
lutionary Government  po- 
licies, the  Ministry  of  Fi- 
nance decided  to  design  new 
measures  and  prepare  the 
ground  for  new  economic 
requirements. 

From  the  beginning  of 
the  Republican  regime  wh- 
ich was  founded  on  26th  Sa- 
ratan 1352,  improvements 
and  reforms  were  introduc- 
ed in  all  walks  of  life  in  the 
country. 


Parallel  to  these  reforms 
the  Ministry  of  Finance 
took  measures  to  organise 
financial  affairs,  improve 
ways  of  collecting  revenue 
and  banking  services  and 
meet  development  require- 
ments of  the  country. 

Necessary  and  effective 
factors  of  economic  plann- 
ing were  used  through  suc- 
cessful implementation  and 
encouragement  of  private 
investments,  attraction  of 
savings  strengthening  of 
banking  velocity  and  bett- 
er organisation  of  money 
supply. 

Through  imnroved  ways 
of  revenue  collection  and 
bptter  use  of  resources,  the 
Ministry  was  able  to  have 
an  imnroved  budget  and 
be  able  to  finance  ordinary 
and  development  expendi- 
tures more  effectively  and 
imnrove  balance  of  pay- 
ment of  the  country. 

In  order  to  achieve  Sev- 
en Year  Plan  tar sf els  these 
efforts  will  continue. 

After  these  introductory 
remarks,  activities  and  pe- 
rformance of  the  Ministry 
of  Finance  for  1355,  based 
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on  principles  of  progressive 
and  guided  economy  are 
given  briefly  as  following: 

GOVERNMENT  REVEN- 
UE: 

Preference  of  Direct  Ta- 
xes over  Indirect  Taxes: 

On  the  basis  of  the  state- 
me'nts  of  leader  and  Presid- 
ent of  the  Republic  Moha- 
mmad Daoud  "The  Republi- 
can Government  of  Afgha- 
nistan will  improve  the  sy- 
stem of  taxes  with  prefer- 
ence of  direct  taxes  over 
indirect  taxes"  government 
revenue  from  direct  taxes 
has  been  contiguously  in- 
creasing. Direct  taxes  in 
1351  the  year  before  the 
establishment  of  Republic- 
an regime  comprised  only 
9  percent  of  the  total  rev- 
enue while  in  1354  it  incr- 
eased to  14  percent.  More- 
over collection  of  direct  ta- 
xes increased  to  35  percent 
compared  to  1354  while  in- 
crease in  1355  direct  taxes 
was  only  about  12  percent. 

It  should  be  mentioned 
that  changes  of  reve^iue  fr- 
om different  sources  were 
always  under  scrutiny  and 
control  which  have  result- 
ed in  disappearance  of  defi- 
cit financing  and  a  balance 
budget.  As  a  result  of  th- 
ese efforts  99.6  per  cent  of 
the  envisaged  revenue  in 
the  plan  from  traditional 
sources  in  1355  were  reali- 
zed. Since  budgeted  expen- 
ditures were  met  from  do- 
mestic resources,  there  we- 
re no  domestic  borrowing. 


Great  efforts  were  made 
in  order  to  avoid  reduction 
of  revenue  from  differe'nt 
sources,  as  a  result  collec- 
tion of  revenue  from  ordi- 
nary sources  of  100  to  800 
categories  were  increased 
to  12.09  percent  in  1355  ov- 
er 1354.  Total  revenue  in- 
cluding loans  and  consum- 
er goods  gra'nts  in  1355  in- 
creased to  12.30  percent  co- 
mpared to  1354. 

Final  accounts  of  revenue 
for  1354  were  completed 
two  months  earlier  in  1355. 
Progressive  Land  Tax  law 
was  enforced  in  1355.  For 
proper  execution  of  the  pr- 
ogressive land  tax  law  oti 
the  basis  of  Article  29  of 
the  law  related  regulations 
was  prepared  and  after  its 
approval  was  executed. 

Moreover  directives  we- 
re issued  to  facilitate  pay- 
ment Of  due  and  preserve 
public  rijsfhts.  As  a  result  of 
post-auditing  and  scrutiny 
of  company's   and  business 
institution's    accou'nts  by 
past-auditing    missions  ab- 
out afs.  71  million  take  eva- 
sions were  listed    and  part- 
ly received  by  Government 
treasury. 

In  order  to  facilitate  pay- 
ment of  due  to  Governm- 
ent aTid  settle    previous  co- 
mplicated   accounts,  regul- 
ation of  due  was  pronosed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Finance 

and  approved  by  Govern- 
ment. 

On  the  basis  of  this  reg- 
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ulation  which  consists  of 
83  articles,  more  than  one 
million  persons  in  the  cou- 
ntry will  be  exempted  from 
previous  years  due  pay- 
payments  to  the  Governm- 
ent. 

In  1355  more  than  338 
accounts  consisting  Afs. 
404192323  were  cleared  by 
the  Account  Clearance  De- 
partment. For  Afs.  321,979,- 
036  valuable  papers  were 
printed  and  the  equivalent 
of  Afs.  196,931,645  of  these 
papers  were  distributed  to 
different  departments  for 
use. 

Comparison  of  domestic 
revenue  for  1355  and  1354: 

A — ^Domestic  revenue  for 
1355  in  proportion  to  1354. 

B — Total  Government  re- 
venue including  domestic 
loan  and  foreign  consumm- 
ers  goods  aid  in  1355  com- 
pared to  1354. 

C — Total  Government  re- 
venue including  domestic 
loan  and  foreign  consumm- 
ers  goods  aid  and  project 
aid  for  1355  and  1354. 

D — Share  of  direct  taxes 
in  total  domestic  revenue 

in  1355  compared  to  1354, 
in  percent. 

In  order  to  increase  in- 
come from  tariffs    and  en- 
courage    re-exports  chan- 
ges of  tariffs  for  62  items 
of  imported    goods  were 
proposed  and  approved. 

According  to  Internati- 
onal Board  of  Drugs  Con- 
vention 7770  kilos  of  seiz- 
ed smuggled  opium  were 
sold  to  the  highest  offer  gi- 


ven by  Malingrad  an  Am- 
erican Company.  The  price 
was  US$  1.3  higher  for  ea- 
ch percentage  of  morph- 
ine in  comparison  to  1354 
prices. 

In  1355  an  International 
Transport  Department  un- 
der the  name  of  Carni  sta- 
rted functioning  and  a  semi- 
nar on  TIR  was  opened  in 
Kabul  customs  house  for 
customs  employees. 

Moreover  new  policies 
which  were  undertaken  in 
1354  for  the  year  1355,  we- 
re implemented  and  some 
problems  were  solved  by 
Ministry's  assigned  miss- 
ion in  customs  houses  and 
border  customs  check  points, 
A  number  of  disputes  bet- 
ween customs  authorities 
and  importers  were  also 
solved  by  these  missions. 

Revenue  from  customs  ho- 
uses were  increased  to  5.89 
percent  in  1355  compared  to 
1354. 

TOTAL  GOVERNMENT 
BUDGET  FOR  1356  WAS 
APPROVED  AT  THE  LEVEL 
OF  AFS.  32732  MILLIONS 

From  the  beginning  of 
Republican  regime  of  Afg- 
hanistan in  view  of  the  fac- 
tual conditions  of  the  soc- 
iety is  trying  to  introduce 
new  changes  and  reforms 
in  economic,  social  and  cul- 
tural spheres  of  the  coun- 
try through  useful  social 
and  economic  planning  and 
programmes.  Therefore  Go- 
vernment budget  is  geared 
to  these  targets. 
In  the  budget  attention  is 
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paid  to  the  relation  of  ex- 
penditures and  revenue, 
priorities  of  needs,  chann- 
elling of  resources  to  prod- 
uctive sectors  a'nd  attempts 
to  increase  the  revenue. 

In  view  of  these  objecti- 
ves the  Government  budg- 
et for  1356  is  equal  to  re- 
venue and  shows  29.9  p'er 
cent  increase  over  1355. 
This  budget  is  prepared  in 
such  a  way  to  result  in  both 
economic  growth  and  in- 
crease employment  oppor- 
tunities. 

Ordinary  budget  for  1356 
is  12500  million  Afghanis 
and  has  two  parts. 

First  part  i'ncludes  ordi- 
nary expenditure  of  Gov- 
ernment Department  which 
amounts  to  Afs.  6983  milli- 
on and  shows  13.15  percent 
increase  over  1355. 

Second  part  of  the  bud- 
get comprises  aid  to  institu- 
tions a'nd  Government  em- 
ployees which  amounts  to 
Afs.  5517  million  for  1356 
which  is  10.36  percent  more 
than  1355.  Ordinary  bud- 
^et  ff>r  1356  includes  Afs. 
250  million  difference  of 
prices  of  grains  which  is 
given  to  Government  emp- 
loyees, Afs.  300  millio'n  to 
the  Government  employees 
Pension  Fund  which  covers 
increase  of  Pension  paym- 
ents from  the  beginning  of 
1355.  Moreover  Afs.  900 
million  of  subsidy  of  petr- 
oleum and  sugar    prices  to 


the  benefit  of  consumers 
and  for  the  stabilisation  of 
prices  is  included  in  the 
budget. 

Development  budget  for 
1356  amou'nts  to  20232  mil- 
lion Afghanis.  This  amo- 
unt is  equal  to  the  total  in- 
vestment Of  the  Third  Five 
Year  Plan. 

Government  investment 
budget  for    1356  or  the  se- 
cond year  of  Seven  Year  Pl- 
an is  44.23  per  cent  more 
than  the  budget  for  1355. 

From  the  total  developm- 
ent budget  for  1356  share 
of  agricultiJre  and  irrigation 
is  25  per  cent,  industries, 
mining  and  powder  sector  is 
46  percent,  social  services, 
15  per  cent  and  transporta- 
tion and  communications  is 
13  per  cent..  From  the  to- 
tal Government  budget  for 
1356.  21.33  per  cent  is  al- 
loted  to  ordinary  budget  of 
Government  departments 
16.85  is  allocated  as  aid 
to  Government  institutions 
and  as  subsidy  of  petrol- 
eum and  sugar,  and  61.82 
percent  is  for  development 
projects. 

The  Ministry  of  Finance 
has  conducted  wide  studies 
in  order  to  bring  about  im- 
provements in  the  budget 
of  Ministries,  municipalit- 
ies, and  related  institutions 
and  made  proper  reductions 
in  expenditures.  Allocations 
for  245  projects  after  re- 
view of  previous  expendi- 
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tures  and  performance  re- 
ports on  the  losses  of  pre- 
pared   programmes  were 
made  in  1355.  In  1355  about 
Afs.  2.56  millio'n  were  allo- 
cated for  unexpected  exp- 
enditures of  both  ordinary 
and  development  activities 
from  contingency  budget. 
In  order  to  train  budget  of- 
ficials of  different  ministr- 
ies, th^  Ministry  of  Finance 
officials  of  the  Budget  De- 
partment were    assigned  to 
participate  directly  in  the 
budget  preparation  of  diff- 
erent ministries  and  dep- 
artment3.  Moreover  a  se- 
minar was  conducted  by  the 
Ministry  of  Fina-iicet  to  sol- 
ve the  budgetary  problems 
of  related    ministries  and 
departments. 

EMPLOYMENT,  TRAIN- 
ING AND  GUIDANCE 

A  number  of  high  school, 
university  graduates  were 
newly  employed  in  different 
departments  of  the  Ministry. 

I'n  1355,  540  of  these  gra- 
duates were  employed  by 
the  Ministry  which  shows 
an  increase  of  32  percent 
compared  to  1354.  In  1355, 
26  employees  of  the  Ministry 
were  sent  abroad  for  train- 
ing and  studies. 

In  1355  effective  measu- 
res were  taken  to  guide  of- 
ficials and  solve  their  prob- 
lems co-ncerning  financial 
matters.  In  this  connection 
31  different  guidance  pa- 
pers were  sent  to  all  central 


and  provincial  budgetary 
units  and  controllers.  In 
addition  a  seminar  attended 
by  administrative  presidents 
of  general  directors  of 
Ministries  and  Departments 
on  accou'nting  was  conduc- 
ted by  the  Ministry  of  Fin- 
ance. Moreover  a  number 
of  short  term  training  co- 
urses for  accounting  direc- 
tors and  controllers  ancj 
godowns  officials  were  con- 
ducted. These  courses  are 
continued  for  1356.  In  these 
courses  in  addition  to  acco- 
unting directors  and  contr- 
ollers of  Central  Departm- 
ents accounting  officials  of 
provinces  and  projects  we- 
re also  included. 

Another  four  months  co- 
urse of  accounting  for  Go- 
vernment enterprises  acco- 
untants was  held  in  Ka- 
bul and  taught  by  experts 
from  Industrial  Bank. 

CHANGES  AND  INNOV- 
ATIONS IN  PUBLIC  ENT. 
ERPRISES : 

On  the  basis  of  policies  of 
the  Republican  Government 
a  number  of  changes  and 
innovations  were  introduced 
in  public  enterprises  to  im- 
prove management  and  ef- 
ficiency of  these  enterpri- 
ses. In  this  connection  the 
new  law  of  public  enterp  ri- 
ses has  been  enacted  which 
clears  the  legal  status  of 
these  enterprises.  As  a  re- 
suit  of  these  changes  coll- 
ection of  revenue  from  pub- 
lic enterprises  increased  to 
142  percent  in  1355  comp- 
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ared  to  1354. 

In  1355,  45  balance  sh- 
eets of  enterprises  which  is 
14  bala'nce  sheets  more  than 
1354,  were  analysed  and  re- 
viewed. Working  program- 
mes for  33  Government  en- 
terprises were  received  by 
Enterprises  Department  of 
the  Ministry.  Working  reg- 
ulations of  controllers  and 
supervisors  of  Governm- 
ent Enterprises  were  imp- 
roved. 

To  provide  better  trans- 
portation services  for  Ka- 
bul citizens  Millie-Bus  En- 
terprise employed  183  of- 
ficials and  691  drivers  and 
bus  supervisors.  To  serve 
the  people  238  buses  and 
mini-buses  were  put  to  use 
and  36  buses  were  provided 
for  some  ministries  offic- 
ials transportation. 

Negotiation  for  construc- 
tion of  poles  and  electric 
lines  and  delivery  of  43 
trolley  buses  were  going  on 
with  Czechoslovakia,  it  is 
probable  that  the  work  on 
this  project  will  begin  in 
the  current  year. 

In  order  to  stabilize  grain 
prices  about  80,000   tons  of 
wheat  and  3000  tons  barley 
with  the  total  cost  of  Afs. 
600  millions  purchased. 

In  the  silo  mills  produc- 
tion of  wheat  flour  shows 
10,000  ton  increase  over  the 
previous  year.  A  contract 
for  import  of  4,000  ton  Am- 
erican edible  oil  was  sign- 
ed. 

In  order  to  help  Govern- 
ment employees  and  stabi- 


lise market  prices  Coopera- 
tive of  Government  Empl- 
oyees was  established. 

In  addition  to  establishm- 
ent of  Cooperative  shops  in 
Kabul,  cooperative  direc- 
torate and  shops  were  est- 
ablished in  all  provinces.  Wi- 
th the  establishment  of  a 
big  shop  in  Mirwais  Mai- 
dan,  Kabul,  distribution  of 
goods  for  Government  em- 
ployees were  facilitated.  In 
this  shop  three  departments 
of  wheat  and  edible  oil  and 
ten  departments  of  other 
goods  is  functioning.  More- 
over other  distribution  sh- 
ops in  1355  increased  to  24 
shops  from  13  shops  in 
1354. 

In  1355  Cooperative  De- 
partment's purchases  were 
162  percent  of  its  working 
capital  which  means  its  wo- 
rking capital  had  2.62  tim- 
es turnover. 

In  1355  to  provide  Gov- 
ernment employees  needs 
65  tons  of  tea,  910  tons  edi- 
ble oil,  80,000  pairs  of  stoc- 
kings, 96.9  tons  powder  milk 
5  millions  of  soap  cakes  and 
2000  tons  of  cloths  soap, 
160,000  meter  cloths,  2  mil- 
lion shaving  blades  were 
provided  to  the  Cooperative 
shops.  In  addition  goods 
which  were  purchased  by 
Food  Procurement  Dep- 
artment and  distributed 
to  all  Cooperative  shops  in 
Kabul  and  provinces  are  as 
follows : 

Tea  15  tons,  soap  984  tons, 
wheat  35222596  tons,  mat- 
ches 10,000  boxes. 
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In  order  to  increase  sto- 
rage   capacity  in  proporti- 
oYi  to  needs  and  modernise 
and  standardise  these  store 
houses  on  the  basis  of  in- 
ternational   standards  and 
provide     permanent  fire 
protection  facilities,  Gover- 
nment Monopoly  Departm- 
ent has  signed  construction 
and  concrete  work  contract 
for  27   petroleum   sales  ag- 
encies. A  number  of  these 
sales  agencies  were  constr- 
ucted and  new    tanks  for 
Baharak    of  Badakhshan 
and  Durahi  Aqcha  with  th- 
eir pumps  were  installed 
and  put  to  use. 
Two  metal  hangars  with 
the  completion  of  their  fo- 
undation work  were  instal- 
led in  Durahi  Paghman. 

With  enforcement  of  pen- 
sions new  regulation,  pay- 
ments of  pension,  were  fac- 
ilitated and  accounting  is 
done  by  computer  which 
makes  it  possible  to  calcul- 
ate pension  of  an  employee 
in  five  minutes. 

Construction  work  of  Pa- 
mir building  which  is  the 
tallest  building  with   14  sto- 
ries and  heating  and  eleva- 
tors and    other  facilities 
and  will  house  a  cinema, 
super  market,  department 
stores  and  business  offices 
has  been  carried  on  and  will 
be  completed  in  the  middle 
near  future. 

For  the  benefit  of  Pens- 
ion Department,  investm- 
ents in  Export  Bank  and  Af- 
ghan   Insurance  Company 
were  made. 


Savings  in  Da  Afghanist- 
an Bank  increased  from 
Afs.  118  million  in  1354  to 
Afs.  268  millions  or  more 
than  100  per  cent  in  1355. 
MONEY  AND  BANKING 

On  the  basis  of  the  state- 
ment of    the    Leader  of 
Revolution  and    founder  of 
Republic       which  says 
"Republican  Government 
will     encourage    and  in- 
sure savings  and  deposits  in 
the  banks''  the  amount  of 
saving  deposits    were  incr- 
eased to  43.2  percent  and 
time  deposits  were  increa- 
sed to  18.22  percent  in  1355 
compared  to  1354.  Demand 
deposits  of  Government,  en- 
terprises,    foreign  insti- 
tutions and  personal  dem- 
and deposits  were  increased 
to  5.88  per  cent,   24.86  per- 
cent, 22  per  cent,  9.16  per- 
cent, 191.3  percent  and  52.43 
percent  respectively  in  1355 
compartd  to  1354. 

The  above  mentioned 
current  deposits  in  the  end 
of  1355  increased  to  23.76 
percent  compared  to  the  end 
of  year  1354. 

In  1355,  381  current  acc- 
ounts were  opened  which 
brought  the  total  number  of 
current  accounts  by  the  end 
of  the  vear  to  5311  accounts 
which  has  resulted  in  bank- 
ing velocity. 

Total  distributed  loans 
reached  Afs.  2564.8  millions 
by  the  end  of  1355,  from 
this  total  Afs.  2158  millions 
were  given  to  cotton  firms 
of  Spinzar,  Balkh,  ginning 
Bost  and  Industrial  Cotton 
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of  Herat.  These  loans  are 
48.8  percent  more  than  the 
loans  given  in  1354. 

By  the  end  of  1355  the 
amount  of  convertible  for- 
eign excha'nge  increased  to 
53.88  percent  and  of  the 
non-convertible  foreign  ex- 
change to  141  percent  com- 
pared to  the  end  of  1354. 
Total  foreign  exchange  re- 
serves of  Da  Afghanistan 
Bank  and  other  banks  inc- 
reased to  40.22  percent.  This 
increase  in  the  results  of 
higher  export  prices  of  rai- 
sin increase  of  export  pro- 
ceeds Of  cotton,  and  kara- 
kul and  i*ncreased  foreign 
exchange  purchases  from 
the  market  in  order  to  pre- 
vent further  appreciation  of 
Afghani  and  protect  exp- 
orts. 

Money  supply  increased 
by  26.27  percent  in  1355 
over  1354  and  personal  time 
deposit  show  an  increase  of 

4.15  percent. 

Banking  transactions  inc- 
reased by  6.4  percent  which 
represents     more  banking 
activities.  Da  Afghanistan 
Bank  has  opened    622  let- 
ter's of  credit  for  imports 
and  59  letters  of   credit  for 
exports  for  Czechoslovakia 
and  USSR    and  536  letters 
of  credit  for  free  trade  area 

Da  Afghanistan  Bank  has 
burned  11,786,322  old  bank- 


notes with  the  total  value 
of  Afs.  439,625,645  and 
has  issued  81950  million 
new    banknotes  for  use. 

New  regulations  of  banks 
after  the  approval  of  the 
President  of  the  Repubhc 
was  enforced  from  first  of 
aus  1355. 

Regulations  of  employm- 
ent and  foreign  currency  re- 
gulations of  banks  were 
enforced  and  Charters  of 
Bank  Milhe,    Pashtany  Te- 
jaraty  Bank  and  Export  De- 
velopment Banks  were  ap- 
proved and  enforced. 

Performance  an^  activiti- 
es of  the  Ministry  of  Fin- 
ance which  were  based  on 
financial  policies  and  gene- 
ral policies  of  the  Republic- 
an regime  and  are  useful 
for  economic  and  social  de- 
velopment of  the  country 
were  briefly  described,  for 
1355. 

With  the  will  of  God 
and  under  the  leadership  of 
the  first  elected  President 
of  Afghanistan  Mohammad 
Daoud  the  Ministry  of  Fi- 
nance will  try  to  bring  ab- 
out required  reforms  in  ac- 
cordance to  the  Republic's 
development  plans  for  soc- 
ial and  economic  developm- 
ent of  the  economy  and  Ref- 
orms its  duties  in  best  pos- 
sible ways. 
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Public  Works  Ministry 


The    Ministry  of    Public  In  Afghanistan,  when  the 

Works  which  plays  a  pivotal  car  and  the  truck  was  first 

role  m  the  construction  of  pressed  into  service,  a  spec- 

the  country,  and  its   prima-  ial  road  building  regiment 

ry  duty  consists  of  building  was  formed  within  the  ar- 

of  highways,  large    govern-  med  forces.  In  1299,  the  go- 

ment  buildings,   preparation  vernment  of  Afghanistan  fo- 

of  building  plans,  a*nd    pro-  und    itself    compelled  to 

jects,  during  the  past    year  form  a  special  administra- 

endeavoured  to    streamline  tive  unit  to  handle  coiistr- 

its  operations  and  make    a  uction  jobs, 

greater  contribution  to    the  Similarly  building  of  pre- 

national  endeavour    for  so-  mises  also  has  a  long  hist- 

cio-economic    development.  cry  in  Afghanistan  the  an- 

Road  building  has  a   long  cient  Afghatiistan  cities  of 

history  in  Afghanistan,    al-  Balkh,  Herat    and  Ghazni 

though  the  extent  and    na-  were  among  the  prides  of 

ture  of  work  has    differed  the  world,  in  their  time, 

from  place  to  place  in  the  Some  of  the  ancient  buil- 

country,  and  from  time    to  dings,  and  remnants  there 

time.  The  famous     ancient  of,  still  found  in  these  cit- 

silk  road,  is  testimony    to  ies,  display  the  high  degree 

the  importance  of    commu-  of  craftsmanship    and  arti- 

nication  and  transport  in  our  stry  of  Afghan  builders,  and 

country,  and  the  bridge  wh-  architecture.    Modern  buil- 

ich  at  once  built    between  ding  techniques  were  adop- 

the  East  and  the  West.  ted  during  the  reign  of  Am- 

The  invention  of  the  mo-  ir  Abdur    Rahman  Khan, 

tor  car,  and  then  the  truck,  and  from  then    until  1273 

revolutionised    road    build-  the  buildings  constructed 

ing,  so  much  so  that  it  be-  included    the  Presidential 

come  an  art,    incorporating  Arg  (Palace),    the  Baghe 

many  disciplines  and  scien-  Bala  Palace,  which  now  hou- 

ces.  The  roads  that    linked  ses  the  Baghe  Bala  Restau- 

main  centres  of  populations  rant   and  the  London  Pala- 

and  large    markets,    grad-  ce,  which  stood  near  the 

ually  gave  their    place    to  Arthal  bridg^e,  and  the  pre- 

highways.  sent  premises  of  the  Afghan 
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Red  Crescetit  Society.  From 
1273  to  1312,  the  year  of 
the  establishment  of  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Public  Works  the 
buildings  constructed  inclu- 
de Zainul  Emara  and  Sera- 
jul  Emara,  in  Nangarhar, 
Qalat-ul  Seraj,  in  Laghm- 
an,  the  Jabul  Seraj  Arg  (pa- 
lace, and  the  Darul  Aman 
palace. 

The  Ministry  of  Public 
Works  was  established  in 
Jauza  of  1312,  and  consisted 
during  the  first  year  of  its 
functio*ning  included  a  dir- 
ectorate general  for  const- 
ructions, and  a  directorate 
general  for  road  building. 
In  1313,  road  building  sec- 
tions were  formed  in  prov- 
incial centres  and  in  loy 
woleswalis.  In  1318  the  dir- 
ectorate general  of  inspec- 
tion, the  directorate  gene- 
ral of  control,  the  directo- 
rate of  personnel,  and  dire- 
ctorate of  construction  ma- 
terials procurement,  the 
directorate  general  of  esti- 
mates and  assessment,  and 
the  directorate  of  educati- 
on and  publication,  were  ad- 
ded to  the  organisational 
set  up  of  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Works. 

In  1319  the  responsibilit- 
ies of  the  Ministry  of  Pub- 
lic Works  were  redefined, 
entailing  "construction  of 
dams,  roads,  buildings,  and 
other  structures.  In  1321  a 
Directorate  of  Mechanical 
Operations  was  established 
within  the  framework  of  the 


Ministry  of  Public  Works, 
and  in  1329  various  branch- 
es of  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Works  were  divided  in  two 
categories  of  operational 
and  administrative,  and  the 
Directorate  of  Roads,  was 
elevated  to  the  Department 
of  Roads.  In  1330  the  Direc- 
torate of  Construction  was 
elevated  to  the  Departm- 
ent of  Construction  and  in 
1331  the  Department  of  Ro- 
ads were  renamed  as  the 
Department  of  Highways. 
In  1332  the  Denartment  of 
Dams  and  Canals  was  estab- 
lished, and  a  Labour  Corns 
was  attached  to  the  Minfs- 
trv  of  Public  Works  in  1334. 

133^1  wac  the  first  vear  of 
the  nation's  First  Five  Year 
Economic  and  Social  Deve- 
lopment Plan,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Works,  once  aga- 
in, were  put  on  a  new,  bet- 
ter organised  and  systema- 
tic footing.  In  1340  the  De- 
partment of  Administrative 
Affairs  was  established,  and 
the  Directorate  of  Mechan- 
ical Operations  was  eleva- 
ted to  the  Department  of 
Mechanised  Operations.  Fr- 
om 1348  road  and  highway 
maintenance  assumed  con- 
siderably greater  importan- 
ce, and  to  perform  this 
task,  and  fulfil  this  resn- 
onsibilitv  competently  and 
efficiently  the  Department 
of  Highway  Maintenance 
was  established. 

In  13v52  after  the  advent 
of  the  auspicious  Reoublic- 
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an  Regime  the  activities  of 
the  Ministry  of  Public  Wor- 
ks assumed  greater  earn- 
estness and  new,  more  me- 
aningful direction,  and  new 
initiatives  and  endeavours 
in  the  service  of  the  people, 
and  wellbeing  of  the  citiz- 
ens characterised  its  func- 
tioning. The  nation's  deve- 
lopment objectives  were 
were  pursued  most  seriou- 
sly, and  in  a  coordinated 
and  wellplanned  ma'nner. 
Soon  after  the  establishment 
of  the  new  order  the  Depa- 
rtment Of  Drinking  Water 
Projects  and  Canalisation 
assumed  the  status  of  a  sep- 
arate entity  as  a  non-profit 
enterprise.  In  1353  another 
non-profit  public  organisa- 
tion, entrusted  with  the  du- 
ty of  handling  City  and  Ho- 
using Construction  Project, 
came  into  being.  This  entity 
handles  urban  development 
in  all  the  provinces.  In  1354, 
the  Banai  Construction  Firm 
of  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Works,  also  assumed  the 
status  of  a  major  public  sec- 
tor construction  firm,  bid- 
ding and  winning  major  bu- 
ilding contracts  in  various 
provinces  and  in  the  capi- 
tal city.  The  department  in 
charge  of  maintenance  and 
operations  in  Nadershah 
Maina,  a  major  low  cost  pr- 
efabricated housing  proj- 
ect, implemented  by  the  go- 
vernment in  Kabul,  was  also 
reorganised  and  it  is  pro- 
posed that  it  be  turned  into 
a  public    sector  enterprise. 


Presently  the  Ministry 
of  Public  Works  is  engaged 
in  construction  of  highways 
and  roads,  large  and  small 
bridges,  extensive  main- 
tenance work,  planning  and 
designing  and  supervising 
construction  of  state  build- 
igs.  It  is  also  involved  in 
construction  of  drinking  wa- 
ter networks,  urban  develo- 
pment planning,  and  in  low 
cost  housing  projects.  Ap- 
plication of  the  construction 
ordinance  and  offering  of 
consultation  referring  to  bu- 
ilding plans  and  operations 
also  forms  some  of  the  res- 
ponsibilities of  the  Ministry 
of  Public  Works.  The  Me- 
chanised Operations  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ministry  of  Pu- 
blic Works  offers  assistance 
in  project  implementation 
to  many  organisations,  and 
its  repair  and  overhauling 
workshops,  keep  heavy  and 
light  equipment  in  opera- 
tion. 

In  1355  the  road  building 
and  maintenance  operations 
of  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Works  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing : 

1.  Construction  and  asph- 
alting of  Kabul-Gardez  high- 
way: 

Second  layer  of  asphalt 
was  laid  over  thirty  kilom- 
etres and  first  layer  over 
twenty  four  kilometres  len- 
gth. Furthermore  four  cul- 
verts were  built,  and  work 
continued  on  building  a  ma- 
in bridge. 
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2.  Construction  and  asph- 
alting of  Garley-Khost  ro- 
ad: Construction  of  the  bed 
of  the  road  progressed  by 
twenty  one  kilometres,  ma- 
cadamising of  the  road  by 
thirty  four  kilometres,  lay- 
ing of  the  first  layer  of  as- 
phalt by  three  kilometres, 
laying  of  the  second  layer 
of  asphalt  by  three  kilomet- 
res;  forty  two  culverts,  and 
seven  hundred  metres  of 
gulleys  were  constructed, 
and  building  of  the  main 
bridges  continued  unimpe- 
ded. 

3.  Construction  of  Dela- 
ram  —  Zaranj  road: 

Construction  of  the  bed 
of  the  road  progressed  by 
thirty  kilometres,  and  ma- 
cadamisation  work  by  56 
kilometres.  Furthermore, 
thirty  six  metres  of  gulleys 
and  twenty  one  culverts  we- 
re built  during  the  year. 

4.  Construction  of  Jalala- 
bad—-Asadabad  road: 

Construction  of  the  bed 
of  the  road  progressed  by 
four  kilometres,  and  fifty 
two  culverts  and  forty  eig- 
ht metres  of  concrete  gull- 
ey3  were  built  during  the 
year.  Work  also  continued 
on  the  construction  of  the 
main  bridges. 

5.  Construction  of  Card- 
an Dewar—Panjab  road: 

Work  on  the  construction 
of  the  bed  of  the  road  pro- 
gressed by  four  kilometres: 
Further  more  eighteen  cul- 
verts were  built,  and  a  stre- 


tch of  eight  kilometres  was 
macadamised. 

6.  Construction  of  Abdul- 
lah Borj  road  in  Bagram  wo- 
leswali  of  Kapisa  province: 

Construction  of  the  bed 
Of  the  road  progressed  by 
eleven  kilometres,  and  fif- 
ty culverts  were  built.  Work 
also  progressed  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  bridges 
along  the  road. 

7.  Bridge  construction: 
During  the  year  the  Sar- 

kani,  Gandelbouk,  and  Ka- 
lai  Shada  bridges  were  bu- 
ilt, along  the  previously  bu- 
ilt roads. 

8.  Construction  and  asp- 
halting of  Kunduz-Keshm 
road: 

During  the  year  earth 
moving  operations  amount- 
ed to  two  hundred  and  th- 
irty two  thousand  cubic  me- 
tres, twenty  three  culverts, 
and  thirty  two  small  bridg- 
es were  built.  The  two  hun- 
dred and  nine  metre  long 
Bangi  bridge  slabs  were  in- 
stalled. Eighteen  bridge  py- 
lons were  built,  and  the 
foundations  for  four  more 
pylons  were  constructed. 
One  bridge  was  repaired, 
and  two  thousand  metres 
were  also  constructed  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Macadamisation  work  pr- 
ogressed by  thirty  six  kilo- 
metres, laying  of  first  layer 
of  asphalt  by  twenty  four 
kilometres,  laying  of  second 
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layer  of  asphalt  by  twe'nty 
four  kilometres,  and  instal- 
lation of  traffic  signs  by  11 
km. 

9.  Coiist ruction  and  asp- 
halting   of    Shiberghan  — 
Daulat  Abad  —  Maimana 
Highway : 

Earth  moving  work  for 
the  construction  of  the  bed 
of  the  highway  involved  six 
hundred  and  sixty  one  tho- 
usand cubic  metres,  and  for- 
ty tv^^o  kilometres  of  the  ro- 
ad was  macadamised.  Fur- 
thermore thirty  six  culverts 
and  one  gulley  was  constru- 
cted. Building  construction 
vv'ork  in  Daulatabad  progre- 
ssed up  to  seventy  five  per 
cent  of  the  work  involved. 

10.  Construction  of  Aibak 
— Dare  Souf  road: 

Nearly  seventy  nine  thou- 
sand cubic  metres  of  earth 
was  moved  to  lay  the  bed 
of  the  road,  and  more  than 
thirty  thousand  cubic  met- 
res of  gravel  for  macadam- 
isation.  Grading  and  press- 
ing work  amounted  to  thir- 
ty thousand  cubic  metres, 
and  blasting  seven  hundred 
and  thirty  seven  cubic  met- 
res. 

11.  Construction  of  He- 
rat— Kalai  Nau  road: 

Work  on  laying  the  bed 
of  the  road  progressed  by 
twenty  kilometre^,  and  tw- 
enty culverts  were  built.  Ma- 
cadamisation  work  amoun- 


ted to  twelve  thousand  cu- 
bic metres  and  levelling  one 
hu'ndred  thousand  square 
metres. 

12.  Construction  of  gall- 
ories  and  improvement  of 
Salang  highway: 

To  build  new  galleries  as 
added  protection  against 
avalanches,  and  landslides, 
nearly  ten  thousand  cubic 
metres  of  earth  wag  remo- 
ved, and  two  thousand  cub- 
ic metres  of  reinforced  con- 
crete pylons  and  one  thou- 
sand one  hundred  cubic 
metres  of  concrete  slabs 
were  cast.  Stone  masonry 
work  amounted  to  over 
two  thousand  two  hundred 
cubic  metres. 

To  improve  turns,  five 
hundred  cubic  metres  of 
earth,  that  obstructed  view, 
was  removed.  Several  tho- 
usand cubic  metres  of  ear- 
th moving,  stone  masonry 
was  completed  in  building 
walls  to  stave  off  avalanch- 
es. To  improve  vision  at 
other  parts  of  the  highway 
ten  thousand  metres  of  ear- 
th moving,  and  one  hundred 
thousand  square  metres  of 
levelling  work  was  comp- 
leted. To  repair  the  road  in 
Jabul  Seraj  area,  three  th- 
ousand square  metres  of 
road  was  levelled,  and  four 
hundred  and  twenty  thous- 
and square  metres  of  road 
re-paved. 
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13.  Road  and  highway  ma- 
intenance : 

Under  the  maintenance 
programme  for   eastern,  so- 
uthern and  western  roads, 
in  accordance  with    a  set 
plan,  in  1355,  the  departm- 
ent of  highway  maintenan- 
ce   maintained    daily  957 
kilometres  of  paved  roads, 
and  2898  kilometres  of  re- 
gular roads.    Over  and  abo- 
ve this,  road  improvement 
operations  were  carried  out 
in  the  rest  of  the  country, 
including: 

Improvement  and  maca- 
damisation  of  Bibi  Mahru 
road,  one  and  a  half  kilom- 
etres; improvement  and 
gravel  coverage  of  Karez 
Mir— Ghazar  road,  seven 
kilometres;  improvement 
and  gravel  coverage  of 
Shkardara  road;  improve- 
ment and  gravel  coverage 
of  Ghazni-Sharan  road,  tw- 
enty two  kilometres;  imp- 
rovement and  gravel  co- 
ver of  Jaghatu  road,  twenty 
three  kilometres;  improve- 
ment and  gravel  cover  of 
Khoshk  Band  —  Sourkhakan 
road,  1.75  kilometres;  im- 
provement and  gravel  cov- 
er of  Charikar  —  Guldara 
road,  twenty  kilometres; 

Improvement  and  gravel 
cover  of  Agha  Sarai—  Par- 
wan  road,  five  kilometres; 
gravel  cover  and  improve- 
ment Of  Bolshin  road  in  Par- 
wan,  eighty  four  kilometres; 
improvement  and  gravel  co- 
ver of  Khost— Mousa  Kala 
Mangal  road,  twenty  nine 


kilometres ;  improvement 
and  gravel  cover  of  Gard- 
ez-Sayed  Karam—Mirzaka 
road,  fifty  five  kilometres; 
improvement    and  gravel 
cover    Of    Gardez  Zormat 
road,  twenty  seven  kilome- 
tres;   improvement  and  gr- 
avel cover  of  Bande  Amir— 
Yakaulang  road,    thirty  ei- 
ght kilometres;  improvem- 
ent and  gravel  cover  of  Sa- 
fid  Koh  road  in  Herat,  thir- 
ty kilometres;  improvem- 
ent and  gravel  cover  of  Gul- 
ran  in  Herat,  fifty  five  kil- 
ometres,   improvement  and 
gravel  cover  of  Kama-~Go- 
shta — Lai  Pour  road,  twen- 
ty five  kilometres;  improve- 
ment and  gravel    cover  of 
Pule  Matak— Ghorband  ro- 
ad, twenty  four  kilometres; 
improvement     and  gravel 
cover  of  Sarchashma  —  Gar- 
dan  Dewar  road,  eleven  kil- 
ometres; improvement  and 
gravel    cover  of  Khakrez 
road  in  Kandahar,  twenty  th- 
ree kilometres;  improvement 
and  gravel  cover  of  Chagh- 
charan  —  Jam  road,  forty 
five  kilometres;  improvem- 
ent and  gravel    cover  of 
Mousa  Kala  —  Boghran  ro- 
ad, twenty  five  kilometres; 
improvement  and  gravel  co- 
ver of  Nakhoni  road  in  Kan- 
dahar, one  hundred  and  tw- 
enty kilometres;  improvem- 
ent and  gravel  cover  of  Kh- 
enjan— Andarab    road,  nine 
kilometres;  improvement 
and  gravel  cover  of  Saman- 
gan— Dare  Souf  road,  forty 
five  kilometres:  improvem- 
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ent    and  gravel    cov^r  of 
Sar  Shahi—  Deh  Bala  road, 
seventeen  kilometres;  im- 
provement and    gravel  cov- 
er of  Sharan  —  Zarghoun 
Shahr  road,  fifty  one  kilo- 
metres; improvement  a^id 
gravel  cover  of  Charbagh  — 
Darunta  road,  eighteen  kil- 
ometres; improvement,  gr- 
avel cover,  and  in  parts  pa- 
vement of  roads  between 
Darunta    and  Tourkham, 
Ghazni  and  Moqor. 

14.  The  Yakhchal  Desho 

road : 

The  tenders  offered  for 
the  co'nstruction  of  this  road 
were  found  to  be  unaccept- 
ably  high  priced,  and  the 
Asian  Development  Bank, 
expressed  the  view  that  ten- 
ders should  be  invited  ag- 
ain. In  accordance  with  a 
proposal  of  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Works,  and  approv- 
al of  the  cabi'net,  a  new  in- 
ternational bidding  is  to  ta- 
ke place  on  the  project. 

15.  Desho  —  Iranian  bor- 
der road : 

Surveys  and  project  pre- 
paration work  have  been 
completed,  and  action  has 
also  been  taken  o'n  procure- 
ment and  provision  of  road 
building  equipment  requir- 
ed for  the  construction  of 
the  road. 

[{].  Survey  and  project 
preparation  of  the  railway 

line: 

Afghanistan's  railway  pr- 
oject will  cost  of  a  main 
line  running  between  Kab- 


ul, Pule,  Alam,  Ghazni,  Ka- 
lat,  Kandahar,  Lashkargah, 
Farah,  Herat,  Islam  Qala, 
and  two  auxiliary  lines. 
The  entire  length  of  the  lin- 
es will  amount  to  1824  kil- 
ometres. The  contract  for 
the  survey  and  project  pre- 
paration of  the  scheme  was 
signed  between  the  Minis- 
try of  Public  Works  and  the 
French  Company,  Sofrail 
on  Saratan  12,  1354. 

The  studies  involved  were 
to  take  place  in  two  stages: 
The  preliminary  and  econo- 
mic feasibility  studies  were 
to  take  place  in  four  months 
from  the  date  of  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  contract.  The 
engineering  and  detailed  st- 
udies were  to  be  completed 
i'n  fourteen  months.  The 
first  phase  of  the  project 
was  completed  towards  the 
end  of  1354.  Work  on  the 
second  phase  started  after 
the  completion  of  the  sec- 
ond phase,  and  is  scheduled 
for  completion  in  1356. 

17.  Fconomic  feasibility 
studies  of    Pule    Matak — 
Ghorband  —  Bamian  —  Ban- 
di  Amir,  and    Kandahar  - 
Tirinkot  roads: 

Technical  and  economic 
feasibility  studies    on  the 
two  hundred  thirty  six  kilo- 
metre Matak  —  Ghorband 
— Bamian  —  Bande  Amir 
road  have  been  completed. 

The  Kandahar  —  Tirinkot 
road,  which  would  be  one 
hundred  and  sixty  six  kilo- 
metre long,  was  not  found 
to  be  economical  due  to  the 
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huge  expenses  that  would 
be  required  for  it^  constru- 
ction, and  which  would  not 
produce  commensurate  eco- 
nomic returns. 

It  was  resolved  that  ins- 
tead of  the  Kandahar  —  Ti- 
rinkot  road,  that  constructi- 
on Of  road  running  betw- 
een Charikar,  Gulbahar  and 
Saroubi,  and  one  between 
Matak,  Gulbahar  and  Sar- 
obi  be  included  in  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Ministry  opera- 
tions programme.  This  road 
would  have  a  total  length 
of  12v5.71  kilometres.  A  con- 
tract was  signed  for  carry- 
ins:  out  technical  economic 
feasibility  studie^  pertain- 
in^r  to  this  road  with  a  Swiss 
firm. 

18.  Reactivation  of  the 
Pashtun  Pul  Workshon  in 
Herat : 

These  workshops  were 
constructed  to  repair  and 
overhaul  equipment  and 
heavv  machinery  used  for 
the  construction  of  the  Kan- 
dahar —  Herat  —  Tonrorh- 
undi  road,  and  after  the 
completion  of  the  highwav 
thev  remained  idle  and  in 
disuse  for  several  years. 
The  workshops  were  rec- 
om missioned  on  a  tentative 
and  exnerimental  basis  in 
Tauza  1355.  and  until  the 
end  of  1355  sixty  one  mo- 
tor vehicles,  eight  excavat- 
ors, sixteen  graders,  five 
cranes,  three  shovels,  three 
waterpumps,  one  compres- 
sor, and  one  diesel  electri- 
city generator  were  repair- 
ed or  overhauled  in  these 


workshops. 

19.  Planning,  and  survey- 
ing structures  and  build- 
ings : 

The  Construction  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ministry  of  Pu- 
blic Works  is  engaged  in  all 
facets  of  planning,  cost  es- 
timation, preparing  of  tend- 
er documents,  constructive 
supervision,  taking  deliv- 
ery Of  public  buildings,  and 
offering  consultations  on 
matters  related  to  construc- 
tion to  other  government 
and  public  organisations. 


In  1355  thirty  five  com- 
plete plans  for  public  buil- 
dings  were  prepared,  and 
the  entire  work,  ranofing 
form  survey  and  general  pl- 
ans, to  detailed  engineering 
olans.  the  water,  power, 
and  heatinsf  systems,  with 
due  consideration  to  the 
needs  of  the  user  of  the  bu- 
ll din, in  the  nresent  and 
future,  and  climatic  and 
environmental  conditions  of 
tVie  area  the  projects  are  to 
be  completed. 

In  1355  work  continued 
on  twentv  four  more  proi- 
ects.  which  are  vet  to  he 
comnleted  during  1355  mo- 
fVian  six  thousand  conies 
of  bnildinir  blue  prints 
\\7Prp  prepared  bv  the  snec- 
I'ali^e^  sectioned  of  the  con- 
struction department  and 
nut  at  the  disposal  of  the 
authorities  and  sources  co- 
ncerned. 

During  the  year  the  De- 
partment took  up  the  const- 
ruction work  of  three  tho- 
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usa'iid  initial  cost  estimates 
for  building  of  annexes,  re- 
pairs, etc  for  the  governm- 
ent organisations  and  var- 
ious ministries.  Furthermo- 
re during  the  year  the  De- 
partment supervised  cons- 
truction of  twenty  seven 
projects. 

In  addition  the  Departm- 
ent offered  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  consul- 
tations on  building  matters 
and  problems  to  sources 
which  asked  for  its  views. 

Tender  documents  and 
contracts  were  prepared 
and  concluded  for  building 
of  eight  projects  during  the 
year. 

At  the  same  time  more 
than  one  thousand  licences 
were  issued  to  builders,  br- 
ick layers,  carpenters,  plu- 
mbers, fitters,  and  other  co- 
nstruction workers,  and  the- 
ir grades  determined  af- 
ter administration  of  texts 
and  examinations,  and  pro- 
bin    of  their  certificates. 

During  the  year  the  law 
i2;overnraenin)9f  activities  and 
operations  of  private  con- 
struction companies  was 
drafted,  scrutinised  and  pa- 
ss^c]  and  put  into  force  in 
accordance  with  the  appro- 
val of  the  cabinet  and  the 
sanctioning  of  the  Presid- 
ent Of  the  Republic. 

Formation  of  private  co- 
nstruction companies  is  en- 
courajsfed  so  that  thev  mav 
takf*  an  active  pnrt  in  buil- 
dinsf  activities  in  the  coun- 
try, and  help  develop  the 
construction     industry.  At 


the  same  time  every  effort 
is  made  to  make  gure,  th- 
rough passage  and  enforce- 
ment of  regulations  that  th- 
eir work  is  of  acceptable 
standards,  and  conform  to 
modern  building  techniqu- 
es and  processes. 

During  the  year  four  pri- 
vate construction  compan- 
ies were  formed  in  Kabul, 
and  one  in  Kunduz  prov- 
ince. Furthermore  the  ap- 
plications of  two  more  buil- 
ders in  Kabul  came  under 
processing. 

The  Afghan  Construction 
Company  during  1355  com- 
pleted construction  of  the 
automatic  telephone  exch- 
ange and  postal  station  in 
Kahir  Khana,  seven  road 
toll  collection  booths  in  Da- 
cca, Samarkhel,  Surkhak- 
an,  Mahi  Par,  Kalakan,  Lo- 
gar,  and  Maidan;  repairs  of 
colleges  of  pharmacy  and 
medicine  buildings,  laying 
out  of  lawns  of  the  Nurs- 
ing School,  and  repairs  of 
the  Kabul  Nendarey. 

Reconstruction,  repairs  or 
building  work  continued, 
and  made  considerable  pro- 
gress during  the  year  on 
the  Foreign  Ministry  arch- 
ives building,  the  flight  in- 
formation centre  of  Kabul 
international  airport,  and 
compound  walls  of  the  Road 
Maintenance  Department 
premises,  the  Karakul  Ins- 
titute Building,  the  Public 
Health  Ministry  workshops 
buildings,  the  Khairkhana 
workshop  for  repairing  of 
hospital  and    medical  eq- 
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uipment,  hungars  and  offi- 
ce buildings  for  the  Afgh- 
an Construction  Unit  in  Pu- 
le Charkhi,  a  laboratory 
building,  six  watchtowers 
towers  around  the  Afghan 
Construction  Unit  compo- 
und, workshops  and  rolled 
iron  storage  capacity  for 
the  Afghan  Construction 
Unit,  the  vaccine  and  serum 
production  centre  of  the 
Ministry,  of  Public  Health 
in  Karha,  the  fourteen  sto- 
ry building  of  the  pension 
fund  building  built  on  the 
grounds  of  Pamir  cinema 
in  downtown  Kabul,  Kabul 
museum  annex  buildings, 
the  cobalt  60  therapy  cen-  < 
tre  on  the  grounds  of  the 
College  of  Medicine,  Univ- 
ersity of  Kabul,  and  the  na- 
tional archives  building  of 
the  Ministry  of  Informati- 
on and  Culture  on  Salang 
Watt. 

Projects  on  which  work 
was  started  in  1355  include 
the  Kandahar  Textile  Mill, 
the  Kabul  University  comp- 
ound water  reservoire,  the 
Khair  Khana  Maina  mosq- 
ue, the  trolley  bus  project, 
the  Deh  Buri  post  office  bu- 
ilding, the  Karte  Parwan 
post  office  building,  reco- 
nstruction of  tin  roof  of 
the  mausoleum  of  His  Ma- 
jesty the  late  Mohammad 
Nader  Shah. 

The  Banai  Construction 
Company,  another  public 
sector  construction  firm, 
in  1355,  was  engaged  on 
completion  of  the  following 
projects : 


The  200  bed    Herat  hos- 
pital : 

The  project  including  po- 
lyclinic    sections,  office 
rooms,  dining    rooms  and 
kitchens,    survey,  internal 
medicine,  X-ray    and  emer- 
gency wards  is  virtually  co- 
mpleted. Work  on  the  res- 
ervoir tank     and  sewrage 
system,  dormitory  for  nur- 
sing school  students,  dwel- 
lings for  single  staff  memb- 
ers of  the  hospitals  are  still 
under  construction. 
Herat  Textile  Mill: 
The  buildings  wdll  occupy 
an  area  of  250,000  square 
metres,  and  their  volume 
amounts  to  246,000  cubic 
metres.     Construction  of 
the  project  began    in  the 
middle  of  1355,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  twenty  five 
per  cent  of  the  work  invol- 
ved was  completed. 

Herat  Slauj^hter  House: 
The  project  which  has 
started  trial  operation  now. 
is  financed  by  the  World 
Bank.  It  can  processes  3000 
heads  of  sheep  every  day, 
and  has  facilities  to  make 
profitable  use  of  the  by-pr- 
oducts. Construction  of  the 
project  began  in  1355,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  60 
per  cent  of  the  word  was 
completed.  The  slaughter 
house  is  part  of  a  whole  co- 
mplex which  is  built  throu- 
gh the  Herat  Livestock  Co- 
mpany. 

The  buildings    occupy  an 
area  of  30,000    square  met- 
res, and  have  a  volume  of 
thirty  one     thousand  and 
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five  hundred  cubic  metres 
A  sausage  production  plant 
is  also  included  in  the  pro- 
ject. 

The  200  bed  Nangarhar 
hospital : 

Construction  of  the  hos- 
pital began  in  1354,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  1355 
it  was  eighty  per  cent  com- 
pleted. Built  in  Jalalabad, 
the  hospital,  apart  from 
various  branches,  laborato- 
ries, and  X-ray,  and  other 
service  sections,  also  inclu- 
des boarding  facilities  for 
the  nurses,  a  nursing  school 
section,  and  a  dormitory  for 
nursing  school  section,  and 
a  dormitory  for  nursing 
school  students. 

Kabul  University  College 
of  Medicine: 

Construction  of  the  new 
college  of  medicine  build- 
ing on  the  grounds  of  the 
University  of  Kabul,  invol- 
ving several  buildings,  star- 
ted in  1355.  So  far  two  th- 
ree story  buildings  have 
been  nearly  completed. 

Industrial  Estate: 

Construction  of  Kabul's 
first  industrial  estate,  a 
complex  of  buildings,  and 
other  facilities  for  use  by 
s?nall  scale  industries,  be- 
gan in  1351,  and  so  far  ele- 
ven buildings,  that  can  ac- 
commodate eleven  factori- 
es, with  services  sections, 
have  been  completed,  and 
are  ready  for  use  and  occu- 
pation. 

Afghan  computing  com- 
pany building: 

Planned  for  the  use  of 


the  Afghan  Computing  Co- 
mpany, this  building  occu- 
pies an  area  of  6450  square 
metres,  has  68  large  and 
small  rooms,  and  is  built 
in  three  blocks.  It  was  rea- 
dy for  delivery  to  the  owner 
coTipany  at  the  end  of 
company  at  the  end  of 
1355. 

Nangarhar  University 
College  of  Medicine  dormi- 
tory buildings: 

The  dormitory  ig  built  in 
eight  three  story  blocks. 
Construction  of  the  dormit- 
ory buildings  starte^  in 
1353,  and  by  the  end  of 
1355  the  project  was  94  per 
cent  completed. 

During  1355  the  Banai 
Company  also  landed  con- 
tract for  construction  of  a 
kitchen  and  main  dinmg 
rooms  for  the  Nangarhar 
Medical  College. 

Repairs  of  Foreign  Minis- 
try buildings: 

The  comprehensive  rep- 
air and  restoration  of  the 
store  palace,  the  19th  cen- 
turv  structure,  whose  mee- 
ting: and  conference  halls, 
are  used  on  official  occas- 
ions, began  in  lv355.  Repairs 
of  the  new  marble  building 
of  the  Foreign  Ministry  also 
began  in  the  year.  The  com- 
pound walls,  and  watch- 
men's quarters  constructi- 
on also  started  and  was  co- 
mpleted in  1355. 

Furthermore  Banai  Com- 
pany constructed  the  store 
rooms  of  the  water  and  Se- 
wrage  Department,  and  fire 
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brigades  quarters  in  various 
parts  of  the  city  for  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Interior. 

The  Company  also  perf- 
ormed metal  and  woodwor- 
king jobs  for  various  gov- 
ernment organisations  and 
public  institutions  during 
the  year. 

Housing  projects: 

Fundamental  measures 
were  assumed  to  facilitate 
and  expand  housing  cons- 
truction in  a  bid  to  improve 
the  Hving  standards  of  the 
people  and  help  developm- 
ent and  expansion  of  cities 
in  a  planned  and  regulated 
manner.  The  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Departm- 
ent engaged  in  extensive 
research  and  studies,  and 
the  department  personnel 
participated    in  numerous 
conferences  and  seminars 
to    familiarise  themselves 
with  trends,   practices  and 
processes  in  other  countr- 
ies,   especially  countries 
with  similar    conditions  to 
those  in  Afghanistan,  and 
nations  which  have  develo- 
ped innovative,  and  econo- 
mic techniques  in  low  cost 
housing. 

It  is  hoped  that  through 
labour  intensive  methods, 
making  full  use  of  local 
materials  and  knowhow, 
and  establishing  of  small 
industries  that  will  produce 
building  fixtures,  the  bu- 
ilding industry  in  Afghan- 
istan becomes  more  selfsu- 
fficient,  and    building  and 


owning  a  home  comes  with- 
in the  rich  of  the  bulk  of 
the  workmg  and  gainluUy 
employed  people.  THe  stren- 
gtn  of  materials  laboratory 
built  and  opened  within 
the  framework  of  the  pre- 
fabricated housing  factory, 
in  this  context  must  play  a 
useful  and  productive  role. 

Through  the  prefabrica- 
ted housing  factory,  dur- 
ing the  year,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Housing  and  Town 
Construction  built  four 
five  story  blocks,  along 
with  shops,  and  other  faci- 
lities at  the  grounds  of 
the  military  club  for  the  use 
of  military  cooperative 
department,  and  officers 
of  the  Republican  armed 
forces. 

Work  also  continued  on  a 
number  of  apartment  buil- 
dings, which  are  in  various 
stages  of  completion.  Con- 
struction also  continued  on 
two  blocks  that  were  contr- 
acted with  the  Ministry  of 
Information  and  Culture. 

Building  to  accommodate 
the  hotel  management  and 
the  institute  of  industrial 
management  were  also  un- 
dertaken during  the  year. 
Six  15  class  school  build- 
ings were  also  contracted 
during  the  year,  and  more 
contracted  with  the  Minis- 
try of  Education.  The  De- 
partment has  so  far  64  ap- 
artment buildings  in  two 
macrorayons,  which  house 
nearly  ten  thousand  peop- 
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le.  The  system  is  complete 
with  network  of   roads,  gr- 
een belts,     water,  power, 
sewerage,  a'nd  central  hea- 
ting    systems,  kindergart- 
ens,   cinemas,  shopping  ce- 
ntres, garages,  and  other 
facilities,     and  presently 
work  continues  on  building 
of  14  more  blocks. 

This  year  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Depart- 
ment started  tentative  im- 
plementation of  a  new  type 
of  housing  project  in  Bibi 
Mahro.  At  the  first  phase 
two  blocks  will  be  built, 
with  labour  intensive  met- 
hods, making  the  largest 
possibiHties  of  locally  fouTid 
construction  materials.  AH 
the  design,  supervision,  and 
planning  work,  and  project 
execution  operations  are 
carried  out  by  Afghan  per- 
so'nnel,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
dwellings  built  under  this 
project  will  prove  econo- 
mical. The  prefabricated 
housing  factory  also  filled 
orders  by  other  public  insti- 
tutions for  building  mater- 
ials, pylons,  concrete  sla- 
bs, pipes,  and  other  reinfor- 
ced concrete  supplies  Fur- 
thermore the  drinking  wa- 
ter networks  of  Mazare  Sh- 
arif and  Kandahar  were  al- 
so carried  out  with  extensi- 
ve participation  of  the  pre- 
fabricated housing  factory. 

The  Ministry  of  Public 
Works  has  signed  a  contract 
on  project  preparation  and 
implementation  of  an  exten- 


sion plant  for  the  prefabri- 
cated housing  factory,  which 
will  double  its  production  ca- 
pacity. Once'  the  expansion 
programme  is  completed 
the  factory  will  be  able  to 
play  a  more  decisive  role 
in  construction,  and  will 
start  building  of  high  rise 
apartment  buildings,  to 
save  space,  and  to  drive 
costs  lower. 

The  factory  which  now 
has  a  production  capacity 
of  35  thousand    cubic  met- 
res, will  be  able  after  cons- 
truction of  an  extension  pl- 
ant to  build    14  five  story 
and  seven  9  story  apartm- 
ent buildings.  This  will  con- 
stitute   seventy  thousand 
cubic  metres  of  construction 
in  the  course  of    a  year. 

Drinking  water  projects: 

During  the  year  the  pipe- 
lines of  the  Sayed  Nour 
Mohammad  Shah  Maina,  a 
residential  district  in  the 
eastern  outskirt  of  Kabul, 
were  extended,  and  a  forty 
litre  per  secon^  deep  weel 
water  pump  was  installed 
at  well  no.  4.  in  Bagrami. 

A  receiving  station  and 
chlorination  centre  with  a 
capacity  of  150  cubic  metres 
was  completed;  transmiss- 
on  lines  to  Deh  Afghanan 
reservoire  were  extended, 
and  asbesto  pipeg  with  a 
dimension  of  1200  mm  we- 
re laid  in  various  parts  of 
the  city. 

In  Afshar  two  experimen- 
tal deep  wells  were  sank  at 
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a  depth  of  60  metres  each, 
producing  four  and  eight 
mches  of  water. 

In  the  same  area  four  pr- 
oduction wells  with  depths 
of  70  to  80  metres  were  co- 
mpleted, and  submersible 
pumps  were  installed  in  ei. 
ght  wells.  Some  1800  met- 
res of  roads,  with  widths 
of  seven  to  eight  metres, 
were  built  to  link  the  wells 
with  one  another. 

Along  the  Logar  river  fif- 
teen wells  with  depths  of 
fifty  to  seventy  metres,  four 
wells  with  depths  of  seventy 
to  eighty  metres  were  sank, 
and  eight  wells  were  pump 
tested. 

Seven  kilometres  of  roads, 
connecting  well  heads  and 
reservoire  were  either  new- 
ly constructed  or  repaired. 

A  number  of  drinking  wa- 
ter projects  were  also  com- 
pleted or  undertaken  in 
various  provinces.  In  Maz- 
are  Sharif  the  city  water 
network  was  extended  by 
eighteen  kilometres,  an^  a 
new  deep  well,  to  increase 
water    supply,    was  sank. 

In  Kandahar,  the  city  dr- 
inking network  wag  exten- 
ded by  3100  metres,  and  fa- 
ucets were  installed  in  a 
number  of  homes. 

In  Herat,  the  city  water 
network  was  extended  by 
2000  metres,  and  a  large 
number  of  homes  were  gi- 
ven access  to  private  water 
faucets.  Two  new  deep 
wells  were  also     sank  to 


increase  the  flow  of  water 
to  the  city's  water  reserv- 
oires. 

In  Jalalabad  the  city  wa- 
ter network  was  extended 
by  ten  kilometres  a 
number  of  homes  were  giv- 
en access  to  private  fauc- 
cets.  In  Ghazni,  in  accordan- 
ce with  the  operational  pl- 
ans previously  prepared,  the 
city  water  network  was  ex- 
tended by  seven  kilometr- 
es, and  sites  for  new  deep 
wells  were  chosen. 

In  1355  the  construction 
materials  and  equipment 
and  supplies  needed  fot*  the 
project  were  transferred  to 
Khanabad,  and  a  network 
of  seven  kilometres  of  pipe- 
lines were  laid.  Hie  reser- 
voire and  other  parts  of  the 
project  were  completed  du- 
ring the  current  year,  and 
the  project  inaugurated. 

During  1355  survey  and 
studies  were  complete^  on 
a  water  project  to  be  imp- 
lemented for  Deh  Nau  area. 
All  the  sketches  and  desi- 
gns were  prepared  during 
the  year.  Sketches  and  de- 
signs, in  additional  to  study 
and  survey  work  was  ako 
completed  for  the  Jamal 
Maina  residential  district 
in  Kabul  in  1355.  Surveys 
and  studies  were  also  com- 
pleted in  1355  for  provid- 
ing drinking  water  to  parts 
of  Karte  Seh,  in  Kabul,  wh- 
ich presently  lack  sufficient 
water  supply,    and  for  pu- 
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mping  and  piping  water  to 
the  Asmai  mountain  top, 
where  the  television  Anten- 
na is  constructed,  and  a 
'number  of  personnel  of  the 
Afghanistan  Radio  Televis- 
ion organisation  will  have 
to  work  on  a  permanent  ba- 
sis. 

Survey  and  designs  for 
implementation  of  Laghm- 
a'n,  Baghlan,  and  Kunduz 
provinces  were  completed. 
Similarly  projects  were  pre- 
pared  for  providing  drink- 
ing water  to  residents  of 
Balkh,  Khanabad,  Chamk- 
ani  and  Hazrate  Emam  Sa- 
heb. 

Transmission  lines  to  ca- 
iry  Water  from  Charikar  ca- 
nal to  the  city  water  net- 
work were  also  prepared 
during  the  year. 

In  1355  over  fifty  towns 
•vv(M'e  surveyed  in  order  to 
effect  their  planned  and 
regular  development.  Con- 
struction and  developme*nt 
plans  were  prepared  for  so- 
me fifty  towns  and  small 
cities  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Construction  sites 
were  delineated  in  some 
forty  cities  and  towns. 

Tn  order  to  help  expand 
home  construction,  nearly 
forty  types  rnaps  for  low 
cost  housing  were  prepared 
and'  put  at  the  disposal  of 
the  nninicipalities. 

The  -  Ministry  of  Public 
Works  is  paying   special  at- 


tention to  halt  the  Haphaz- 
ard and  unplanned  growth 
and  expansion  of  urban  ce- 
ntres and  towns.  Unplanned 
expansion  may  claim  too 
valuable  and  scarce  cultiv- 
ation land,  renders  the  pro- 
vision of  essential  services 
such  as  water,  power,  and 
sewerage  systems  prohibi- 
tively costly  due  to  excessi- 
ve expansion  on  all  direc- 
tions, and  drive  transporta- 
tion costs  sky  high. 

In  major  cities,  where  ex- 
tensive reconstruction  work 
has  been  performed,  such 
as  in  Kabul,  Mazare  Sharif, 
Jalalabad,  and  Kandahar, 
millions  and  upon  millions 
of  afghanis  has  been  spent 
on  expropriation  of  homes 
which  were  built  without 
authorisation  of  the  muni- 
cipalities. Every  effort  will 
be  made  in  the  future  to 
have  urban  development 
plans  ready  for  every  city, 
and  populated  centres,  so 
that  the  municipalities  will 
be  able  to  offer  all  the  es- 
sential services  to  the  peo- 
ple at  reasonable  cost  on 
the  one  hand,  and  cultivable 
land  is  not  unduly  claimed 
by  city  constructions. 

Land  reclamation,  in  view 
of  the  topography  and  geo- 
graphy of  the  country,  is 
an  expensive,  time  consu- 
ming, and  difficult  job  in 
Afghanistan,  and  with  the 
number  of  population  and 
the  standards  of  living  and 
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consumption  of  the  people  diciously.  In  ail  its  plans  and 
constantly  rising,  it  is  im-operatiosn  the  Ministry  of 
portant  that  the  available  Public  Works,  keeps  this 
arable  land  is  used  most  ju-reality  in  mind. 


President  of  the    Hons  ing  Construction  Unit  Eng. 
Abdul  Latif  and  Deputy  Eco  nomic  Counsellor    of  the 
Soviet  Embassy  in    Kabul  Choubarov   signing   the  ag- 
reement on  preparation    of  technical  documents,  alte- 
ration and  expansio'n  of  the  Housing  Construction  Unit 
on  January  1,  1977. 
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Ministry   of  Water 
and  Power 


In  an  effort  to  coordinate 
the  works  and  further  ex- 
pand atid  develop  the  very 
important  and  vital  sector, 
irrigation  and  power  supp- 
ly, a  water  an^  power  au- 
thority was  established  in 
1975  under  the  prime  mini- 
stry. However,  the  develo- 
pmental plan  and  volume 
of  investment  in  the  follow- 
ing years  required  the  crea- 
tion of  a  ministry  of  water 
and  power  and  it  was  in  Au- 
gust 1976  that  the  Water 
and  Power  Authority  was 
promoted  into  a  ministry  of 
water  and  power  so  that  the 
objectives  of  developmental 
olans  in  this  important  sec- 
tor are  better  achieved. 

Following  is  the  activities 
of  the  Ministry  during  one 
year: 

IRRIGATION  PLANNING 

— Continuinsf  the  routine 
works  in  relations  to  the 
projects. 

— Continuing  the  works 
in  connection  with  the  wa- 
ter and  DOwer    projects  ag- 
reements. 

—Cooperating  with  the 
experts  of  Kokcha  and  Ke- 
lagai  project  in  regard  to 
collecting    hydrological  and 


meteorological  data  to  pre- 
pare a  feasibility  report  in 
collaboration  with  consult- 
ing companies, 

—Help  preparing  the  tec- 
hnical jobs  of  Khushtepa 
and  Chashmai  Shafa. 

— Assessment  of  interim 
report  of  Farah  Rod  pi'oj- 
ect. 

—Study  of  first  feasibi- 
lity report  on  Kunar  pro- 
ject. 

—Collecting  and  coordi- 
nating part  of  technical  re- 
ports of  the  projects. 

— Negotiations  on  draft 
of  an  agreement  for  Upper 
Kukcha  project. 

— NejSjotiations  on  obtai- 
ning a  loan  from  the  Asian 
Develonment  Bank  for  Na- 
hre  Seraj  project  of  Helm- 
and  province. 

PROJECT  PREPARATION 
— Kamal  Khan  project. 
The  works  carried  out  wit- 
hin the  Kamal  Khan  project 
include : 

— Feasibility  study  on 
generating  hydro^electric 
power. 

—Preliminary  hydraulic 
design  of  control  dam. 

—Preparing  the  general 
plan  of  residential  town. 
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^-Preparing  the  profile 
of  water  level  and  flow  of 
25500  cubic  metre  per  se- 
cond to  determine  the  heig- 
ht of  the  dam. 

-—2  Lashkari  Canal  of 
Nemroz  province: 

— Carrying  out  study  on 
some  constructions  relating 
to  the  irrigation  network. 

— Desig*ning  a  bridge  for 
use  of  vehicles  of  upto  70 
tons. 

3— Ali  Abad  project: 

— Determining  the  speci- 
fications of  pumps  needed 
by  the  project. 

— Preparing  the  profile 
and  hydraulic  calculation 
of  Ali  Abad  water  supply. 

— Preparing  the  designs 
relating  to  Ali  Abad  Canal. 

The  Project  Preparation 
Department  has  also  com- 
pleted the  study  report  for 
improvement  and  repair  of 
Kharwar  Dam. 

The  Department  has  also 
studied  the  possibility  of 
power-generation  in  Eshp- 
ushta,  Dari  Suf,  Farkhar, 
and  other  areas  and  has 
completed  their  feasibility 
report. 

The     Department  also 
help  the  students  of  Engin- 
eering and  Politechnic  col- 
leges during  their  entern- 
ship. 

The     Department  also 
looks  after  the  topography 
works  of  the  related  proj- 
ects and  give  assignments 
to  the  topography  groups 
whose  assignments  during 
the  years  has  been: 


— Preparation  of  topogr- 
aphy plan  Of  Kama!  Khan 
project. 

— Preparation  of  topogra- 
phy plan  of  Nahre  Karim 
project.  preparation  of 
a  long  profile  for  study  of 
projected  canal  from  Kuk- 
cha  upto  Dashti  Sher  Mahi 
and  finally  helping  in  sur- 
vey and  topography  of  other 
projects  such  as  Chashmai 
Shafa  and  Khushtepa,  Par- 
wan.  Salma,  Gauargan  — 
Chardara  projects. 

SUPPLY  OF  MACHINE- 
RY AND  EQUIPMENTS: 

The  Department  in  char- 
ge of  procurement  and  su- 
pnlv  of  machinerv  and  ^Q- 
uipment  has  concluded  the 
following  different  agree- 
ments with  foreign  firms: 

— An  agreement  for  pur- 
chase of  1.768  tyres  for 
v366,086  dollars. 

— An  agreement  for  pur- 
chase of  ten  motor — run  cr- 
ancq  for  545,000  dollars. 

—  \n  asfreement   for  pur- 
chase of  35    different  tran- 
sportation and  constructi- 
on equipments  for  923,415 
dollars  with  Trading  Ag- 
encv  of  Soviet    Union  as 
well  as  an  agreement  for 
purchase  of  996   tyres  for 
130.476  dollars    with  Cze- 
choslovakia. 

The  Department  in  char- 
ge has  also  taken  approp- 
riate measures  in  supervis- 
ion and  maintenance  of  te- 
chnical equipments  throu- 
gh   setting  up  of  worksh- 
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ops  and  recruitment  of  fo- 
reign exports  to  look  after 
and  to  make  the  equipm- 
ents operative. 

The  Ministry  also  has  a 
department  which  provided 
necessary  cooperation  in  re- 
gulating the  exploitation  of 
the  projects  reclaimed  thr- 
ough various  irrigation  pr- 
ojectg  such  as  Kukcha  and 
Sardeh. 

THE  WATER  AND  SOIL 
SURVEY  DEPARTMENT: 

Drilling    section:  This 
section  has   undertaken  the 
drilling  of  28  deep  wells, 
sinking    of  most  of  which 
has  been  completed  and- 
oth    are  near  completion. 
The  sinking  of  deep  well 
are  carried  out  under  the 
three  programmes  as  foll- 
ow: 

— Supply  of  potable  wa- 
ter for  the  villagers. 

—Survey  and  research  pr- 
ogramme Of  the  Ministry 
of  Water  and  Power. 

— Individual  applicants 
who  request  for  sinking  of 
deep  wells. 

In  addition  to  the  above, 
the  geophysic  research  wo- 
rks has  been  carried  over 
an  area  of  1,500  square  kms 
in  Bakwa  desert  and  over 
1012  square  kms.  in  Deh 
Sabz. 

Likewise  the  hydrology 
surveys  of  Dehsabz  of  Ka- 
bul province,  Fateh  Abad 
of  Nangarhar,  and  other 
provinces  such  as  Laghm- 
an,  War  dak,    Ghazni,  has 


been  carried  out. 

Hydrology  survey  and 
determining  the  sites  for 
drilling  has  also  been  com- 
pleted for  areas  such  as  Ka- 
rti  Ariana,  Afshar  of  Kabul 
province,  Charbagh  of  Lag- 
hman,  Karabagh  of  Ghazni 
and    Chardara  of  Kunduz. 

The  soil  survey  section 
has  carried  out  the  study  of 
100.000  hectares  land  in 
Bakwa  desert  of  Farah  pro- 
vince, study  of  8,708  hecta- 
res land  in  Deh  Sabz  of  Ka- 
bul province  The  collection 
of  necessary  information  for 
compilation  of  a  book  of 
soil  study  and  preparation 
of  soil  study  maps. 

THE  HYDROLOGY  SEC- 
TION: 

The  section  carried  out 
for  two  consecutive  mon- 
ths, the  flood  measures,  of 
all  rivers  throughout  the 
country  and  sampling  of 
water  in  view  of  sedimenta- 
tation. 

Construction  of  seven 
flood  control  stations  in 
Puli  Hashim,  Karukh,  Tur- 
ghundi  of  Herat,  Kushk  and 
Shah  Joi  of  Kandahar  over 
Arghandab  and  Dori  river, 
some  of  which  were  wash- 
ed away  by  seasonal  floods. 
The  stations  are  equipped 
with  automatic  machines. 

The  hydrology  station 
of  Dashti  Safeed  of  Bami- 
an  which  was  washed  away 
by  seasonal  flood  in  early 
spring  was  rebuilt  and  ma- 
de operative.  A  group  of 
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technical  personnel  are  bu- 
sy constracting  the  hydro- 
logy Citations  for  Kukcha 
river  near  Khwaja  Ghar  of 
Keshm  woleswah. 

Construction  Plant  of  Ir- 
rigation 'networks: 

The  plant  is  entrusted  wi- 
th the  task  of  establishment 
of  power  and  irrigation  pr- 
ojects. However,  in  the  cen- 
tre its  main  technical  ac- 
tivity is  centred  on  looking 
after  the  repair  worshops 
for  construction  and  trans- 
portation equipment. 

Work  on  construction  of 
power  and  irrigation  project 
of  Badakhshan,  and  simi- 
lar project  in  Bamian  and 
Ghorband  and  thermo-power 
plant  of  Kabul  are  contin- 
uing in  accordance  with  the 
programme.  The  Kabul  Th- 
ermo-Power  Plant  is  sche- 
duled to  be  ready  for  use 
before  the  end  of  the  win- 
ter this  year. 

The  Jauzjan  power  pro- 
ject of  Faizabad:  This  pro- 
ject with  a  capacity  of  ge- 
nerating 250  kws  electricity 
for  electrification  of  Faiz- 
abad city  is  located  in  Jau- 
zjan valley  and  so  far  parts 
of  the  work  such  as  2,000 
square  metre  digging,  34 
square  metre  concrete  work 
and  60  square  plastering 
etc.  is  done. 

BAMIAN  HYDRO-ELECT- 
RIC PLANT : 

The  project  is  undertaken 
for  electrification  and  fur- 


ther development  of  the  ar- 
ea aXid  is  planned  to  gene- 
rate 750  kws  power  by  buil- 
ding a  dam  over  the  Bam- 
ian river  to  the  west  of  the 
city. 

The  feasibility  survey  of 
Bamian  project  wa3  comp- 
leted in  1972  and  construc- 
tion work  began  in  1976. 

Khanabad  irrigation  pro- 
ject: 

The  project  is  aimed  at 
regulating  the  irrigation  of 
30,000  hectares  land  and 
generating  6000  kws  pow- 
er. The  Project  also  includ- 
es construction  of  a  divers- 
ion dam  over  Khanabad 
dam  near  Jugha  bridge  and 
irrigation  canals.  The  cons- 
truction of  the  Project  is 
being  supervised  by  Khan- 
abad Project  Authority  and 
the  actual  construction  wor- 
ks which  began  in  1354  is 
being  carried  out  by  Helm- 
and  Construction  Unit.  So- 
me 6700  cubic  metre  con- 
crete work,  a  total  of  170,000 
cubic  metre  digging,  106,- 
000  filling  and  520  square 
metre  lining  and  1500  squ- 
are metre  stone  work  is 
done. 

Gauargan  and  Chardarah 
Irrigation  Project: 

The  Project  is  aimed  at 
irrigation  of  2880  hectares 
new  lands  and  improving 
the  irrigation  system  of 
6360  hectares  former  land 
in  Puli  Khumri  area  and  im- 
provement of  irrigation  sys- 
tem of  16,060  hectares  land 
in  Chardara  area  of  Kun- 
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duz,  through    completion  of 
ca'nals  and  pump   house  of 
Gauargan  and  construction 
of  headwork  and  expansion 
of  canal  in  Chardara,  Work 
on  the  project  began  in  1354 
and  so  far  considerable  pro- 
gress is  made  towards  im- 
plementation of  the  Proj- 
ect. The  major  works  done 
during  the  year  is  digging 
of  Gauarga-n  canal  with  a 
length  Of  six  kilometres,  di- 
gging of  main  flood  diver- 
sion with  a  length  of  eight 
kilometres,  construction  of 
four  concret  bridges  over 
Gauargan  and  Larkhwabi 
canal,  construction  of  six 
kilometres  two>way  road  of 
the  ca'nal,  construction  of 
six  turn-up  etc.  Some  other 
constructions  with  a  volume 
of  700,000   cubic  metres  is 
also  carried  out.  Work  on 
topography,  design  and  pr- 
ovision of  materials   for  co- 
nstruction in  Chardara  area 
has  been  completed.  The 
design  and  technical  works 
of  the  project    are  being 
continued  by  a  Canadian 
company  with  contribution 
of  Afghan  engineers  and  the 
construction  work  is  being 
carried  out  by  Afghan  wor- 
kers. 

Sardeh  Irrigation  project: 
Located  180  kms  south 
Of  Kabul  the  Project  is  aim- 
ed at  irrigating  15,000  hec- 
tares land.  The  Project  in- 
cludes construction  of  res- 
ervoir dam,  irrigation  ca- 
nals, drainage  and  levelling 
of  land  etc.  The   Project  al- 


so facilitates  the  irrigation 
of    1080    hectares  former 
land.  The  Sardeh  irrigation 
project  was    officially  inau- 
gurated recently  and  697 
hectares  of  land    has  been 
levelled.  Some  680  tons  of 
wheat  is  obtained  from  the 
farms  reclaimed  under  proj- 
ect. The  major  construction 
works  on  the  Project  has 
been  completed. 

Upper  Kukcha  Project: 
The  Project  is  undertaken 
for  irrigation  of  12,000  hec- 
tars  new  land,  and  32,000 
hectares  former  land  thro- 
ugh construction  of  divers- 
ion dam  near  Kukcha  bri- 
dge (five  kms  east  of  Kh- 
waja  Ghar)  and  canals.  The 
technical  and  economic  fe- 
asibility studies  of  the  pro- 
ject is  continuing  and  work 
has  begun  of  project  prep- 
aration. 

The  major  works  done  in- 
cludes 70  per  cent  geo-phy- 
sic  survey,  75  per  cent  topo- 
graphy geodesy,  90  per  cent 
hydrology,  and  100  per  cent 
soil  study. 

The  constructions  works 
done  so  far  includes  com- 
pletion of  three  buildings, 
construction  of  a  concret  gr- 
ound with  840  square  met- 
re area,  two  brick  oven  each 
with  a  capacity  of  50,000  br- 
icks. A  four  kms  long  and 
eight  kms  wide  road  for 
the  project's  residential  to- 
wn has  been  completed. 

Cotton  is  sown  on  an  ar- 
ea of  180  hectars  land  and 
the  wheat  yields  has  been 
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70,727  kgs,  delivered  to 
the  Food  Procurement  De- 
partment. 

Some  2000  sapplings  have 
also  been  planted. 

The  Project  of  firming  up 
of  Pan jr- Amu  river  banks: 

The  Project  is  undertak- 
en to  firm  up  the  Panj— 
Amu  river  banks  specially 
the  firming     up    of  head- 
works  of  main  canals  in  the 


area.  The  work  continues 
successfully  for  saving  the 
adjoining  lands  and  lands 
located  parallel  to  the  riv- 
ers, which  are  being  heav- 
ily damaged  by  annual  fl- 
oods. 

The  project  was  launched 

in  1353. 

Salma  Project: 
The  Project  undertaken  is 
aimed  at  bringing  under  ir- 


The  President  of  Planning  Department  of  the 
Water  and  Power  Ministry  and  representative  of  Swiss 
B.B.C.  Company,  signing  the  agreement  for  provis 
on  OF  a    thermal    power  plant  on  January  21,  1977. 
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l  igation  40,000    hectars  wa- 
ter-scarced   land  and  83,000 
hectars  former  land  in  Har- 
irud  valley    and  generating 
of  power  through  construc- 
tion of  a  reservoir  dam  and 
related  constructions.  The 
technical  and  economic  fea- 
sibility study  of  the  Project 
has  been     completed  atid 
work  has  begun  on  studying 
the  detailed  design  of  the 
dam  and  construction  of  the 
town,  improvement  of  He- 
rat-Salma  road  and  prelim- 
inary work  on  construction 
of  the  tunnel. 

The  design  and  constru- 
ction work  of  the  Project  is 
being  carried  out  by  an  In- 
dian company  and  Afghan 
engineers  in  India  and  Af- 
ghanistan. 

The  agreement  for  cons- 
truction of  the  project  is 


concluded  with  Helmand 
Construction  Unit. 

The  major  works  done 
during  the  year  includes  la~ 
boratory  research    on  mat- 
erials   collected    from  the 
area,  research  on  determin- 
ing the    characteristics  of 
construction    materials  of 
the  dam,  study  on  spillway 
gates,  power    station,  det- 
ermining the  technical  cha- 
racteristics of  residential 
town,     continuation  of  He- 
rat-Chesht  road  on  which 
some  70  per  cent  work  is  pr- 
ogressed,    constructions  of 
residential   quarters  for  the 
workers,  and  construction 
of  workshops  and  warehou- 
ses, and    installation  of  a 
diesel     power  generating 
plant  for  temporary  elect- 
rification   of  the  area  and 
source  of  power  for  carrying 
out  the  related  work. 


Representatives  of    the  WateT^nTp;^^ 

2oSn  H  11''''  '^'''''^''y    needed'for  the    projects  "osW 

2,000,000  dollars  on     June  12  1977.  ujcll^  cosimg 
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Parwan  irrigation  proj- 
ect: 

The  Project  is  undertak- 
en for  irrigation  of  24,800 
hectares  new  and  former 
lands  and  generating  of  po- 
wer    through  construction 
of  a  headwork  over  Panj- 
sheer  River,  digging  of  a 
21  kms  long  main  canal  up- 
to  Charikar,    including  two 
main  syphones  in  Ghurb- 
and  and  Salang.  and  power 
station  with  a  capacity  of 
24,000  kws  Of  power  and  a 
pump  house. 

Construction  work  on  first 
stage  of  the  project  was 
completed  in  1355  and  work 
on  the  second  stage,  that  is 
completion  of  the  network, 
1^  imdertaken. 

The  construction  work  of 
the  first  stae^e  included  24 
kms  lonsf  main  canal,  eas- 
tern and  southern  canals, 
power  station  and  installa- 
tion of  water  pumps. 

The  works  done  on  the 
second  stasfe    during  the 
year  includes  digging   of  23 
kins  canals  with  a  volume 
of  160000    cubic  metres 
and  construction  of  a  brid- 
ge over  the  road  leading 
to  Bagrami  airport,  const- 
ruction of  a  syphone  with  a 
capacity  of  six  cubic  metre, 
and  construction  of  the  bu- 
ilding to  house  the  main- 
tenance unit  has  been  fully 
comnleted. 

Water  and  Power  Depar- 
tment of  Nemrooz : 

The  Department  is  acti- 
ve in  preventing    floods  th 


at  every  year  threaten  the 
area  and  bringing  more  th- 
an 100,000  hectares  of  land 
under  irrigation.  The  De- 
partment has  also  been  ac- 
tive in  construction  of  road, 
digging  of  canals  and  its 
main  activities  are  centred 
on  Lashkari  Canal  of  Ne~ 
mrooz  and  diversion  dam 
and  flood  control  of  Kamal 
Khan. 

A — Lashkari     Canal  of 
Neemroz. 

The  project  is  located  so- 
uth-west of  Zaranj,  city 
and  it  consists  of  construc- 
tion of  headwork  and  main 
canal  in  the  first  phase,  and 
construction  of  drainage 
network  and  further  deve- 
lopment of  the  area  in  the 
later  stasfe. 

The  first  stage  of  Lash- 
kari project  envisasfes  the 
improvement  of  irrigation 
scheme  of  18.200  hectares 
of  land,  construction  work 
of  which  is  being  carried 
out  bv  Helmand  Construc- 
tion Unit  and  supervised 
bv  the  Water  and  Electric 
Department. 

Ninetv  per  cent  of  work 
of  basic  headwork  of  La- 
shkari canal  has  been  prog- 
ressed, and  topography  of 
an  area  of  1,000  hectares 
land  with  12.000  scale  has 
been  completed  and  it  is 
being  designed  for  levelling. 

Eighteen  kilometres    of  a 
road  linking  Lashkari  Ca- 
nal and  Kamal  Khan  dam 
.    has  been    constructed  and 
.    work  on  the  remaining  part 
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continues.     Construction  of 
three  residential  buildings 
for  the  personnel  of  the  pr- 
oject has  95  per  cent  pre 
gressed. 

Technical  and  geological 
and  geo-engineering  and 
topography  studies  have 
been  carried  out  on  a  vast 
area  which  will  be  followed 
by  commencement  of  major 
construction  works  iji  Ka- 
mal  Khan  area. 

Parwan  Project: 

The  Project  is  undertak- 
en for  irrigation  of  some 
60,000  hectars  of  land  and 
generating  of  some  20,000 
kws  power  through  constr- 
uction of  a  reservoir  dam 
in  Pakhshabad.  The  tech- 
nical and  economic  feasib- 
ility study  of  the  project 
has  been  completed  and  the 
report  is  bei!ng  finalised. 
Contacts  are  being  made 
with  a  French  company  as 
well  as  with  Kuwait  Fund 
for  financing. 

The  Project  is  within  the 
master  plan  for  all-sided  de- 
velopment of  Farahrud  va- 
lley which  includes  deve- 
lopment of  water  and  soil 
sources,  generating  pow- 
er and  developing  and  ex- 
panding the  industries,  ag- 
riculture and  livestocking 
in  the  area. 

With  the  completion  of 
Bakhshabad  reservoir  dam 
some  60,700  hectares  of 
land,  in  the  first  stage,  will 
come  under  irrigation  and 
some  20,000  kws  power  will 


be  generated.  As  is  now  so- 
me 33,000  hectares  lands 
are     intermittently  under 

irrigation  and  some  time 
it  is  reduced  to  15,000  hec- 
tares due  to  lack  of  control 
of  water  of  Farahrud  ri- 
ver. 

Khushtepa  Project: 
The  Project  is  underta- 
ken for  irrigation  of  near- 
ly 100,000    hectares  land 
through    pumping  water 
from      Amu    River.  The 
technical  feasibility  survey 
is  underway  successfuly. 

The  topography  and  ma- 
pping of  the  Project  has 
also  begun  and  considera- 
ble headway  is  made  tow- 
ards this  end.  Contacts  ha- 
ve been  made  for  prepara- 
tion and  signing  of  techni- 
cal, services  which  will  be 
finanlised  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

Chashmai  Shafa  Project: 

The  Project  is  under  tak- 
en for  regulating  the  irrig- 
ation system  of  some  76.000 
hectares  land  in  Balkh  (Jau- 
zjan)  through  construction 
of  a  reservoir  dam  over 
Balkh  River. 

The  technical  and  econo- 
mic feasibility  study  of  the 
Project  is  continuing  with 
the  joint  cooperation  of  lo- 
cal and  foreign  experts  and 
considerable  headway  is 
made  towards  study  and 
geological  survey,  topogr- 
aphy, hydrology,  soil  stu- 
dy and  research  on  rate  of 
water  absorbed  by  soil. 

Kama  Project: 
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The  Project  is  undertak- 
en for  irrigation  of  farms 
in  Kama,  Gushta,  Gerdab 
and  generation  of  45,000 
kws  power  through  const- 
ruction of  a  diversion  dam 
over  Kunar  River  near  Ka- 
ma bridge.  The  technical 
and  economic  feasibility 
study  of  the  Project  has  al- 
ready been  carried  out  and 
after  further  assessment  it 
will  be  finalised. 

Kelegai  Project: 

The  Project    includes  co- 
n3truction  of  Kelagai  pro- 
jected dam  15  kms  south 
of  Balkh  city  over  Kunduz 
river  with  a  water  reserv- 
oir with  a  capacity  of  hold- 
ing one  billion  cubic  metre 
water.  The  technical  feasi- 
bility study  and  project  pr- 
eparation has  been  underta- 
ken. It  is  one  of  the  major 
public  projects  with  comp- 
letion of  which  irrigation 
scheme  for  70,000  hectars 
of  present  lands    will  be 
regulated  and  water  will 
have  been  made  available 
for  irrigation  of  new  lands 
and  some  60,000  kws  po- 
wer will  be  generated.  So- 
me topography,  hydrology 
and  geology    works  have 
already  done  on  the  Project. 
Kabul   Thermo  -  power 
plant : 

Towards  the  end  of  1355 
the  agreement  pertaining 
to  delivery  of  equipment 
and  supervision  of  installa- 
tion of  the  thermo-power 
plant  with  a  capacity  of  ge- 
nerating 43,000    kws  was 


concluded  with  the  BBC  co- 
mpany of  Switzerland.  Un- 
der the  agreement  the  eq- 
uipment of  the  Plant  has 
arrived  in  Kabul  and  the 
installation  of  the  equipm- 
ent is  in  full  progress  by 
Afghan  skilled  and  semi-sk- 
illed workers  under  the  su- 
pervision of  BBC  Compa- 
ny. The  Plant  is  scheduled 
to  begin  oneration  towards 
the  end  of  the  current  Af- 
ghan year  1356. 

The  Kajakai  spillway  pro- 
ject : 

The  Project  is  aimed  at 
increasing  the  reservoir  ca- 
pacity of  Kajakai  dam  from 
1700  million  cubic  metres  to 
3000  cubic  metres  through 
installation  of  a  gate  over 
the  present  spillway.  Ten- 
ders for  inviting  the  const- 
ruction company  has  been 
prepared  and  steps  are 
taken  for  receiving  offer 
for  construction  of  spillway 
gates.  The  Project  is  finan- 
ced throu^rh  a  loan  of  Asian 
De  velopm  ent    B  ank. 

The  Kabul  Electricity  De- 
partment: 

The    main  activities  of 
the  Department  has  been 
the  electrification  of  Ja^h- 
en  £fround    durinsr  Republic 
Anniversary,  installation  of 
diesel-fifeneration    plants  in 
several  areas  of  the  city, 
preparing  and  improving 
the  wiring  system  in  the  city 
etc. 

In  the  provinces  the  fol- 
lowing works  have  been  car- 
ried out: 
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—Installation  of  a  1000 
kws  generator  in  Herat. 

—Establishment  of  a  br- 
anch in  Qalat  centre  of  Za- 
bul  province  and  installati- 
on of  a  65  kws  generator 
there. 

—Establishment  of  a  br- 
anch in  Cheghcharan  cen- 
tre of  Ghor  province  and 
installation  of    73  kilowat 


ampere  diesel  generator 
there. 

— Installation  of  a  trans- 
former with  a  capacity  of 
1800  kw  volt  ampere  with 
35.6  kilowatt  voltage  in  Ba- 
ghlan  sub-station  and  tran- 
sfer of  a  transformer  with 
a  capacity  of  1600  kw  volt 
ampere  with  35.6  kw  volta- 
ge from  Baghlan  to  Kunduz 
sub-station. 
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Water 
Kabul 


and  Power  Minister  Eng.  Mohammadi  laying  the  foundationstone  of 
Thermal-Power  Plant  on  April  16,  1977. 
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Ministry  o  f  Education 


The  economic  and  social 
development  of    a  country 
is  closely  connected  with 
the  standard  of  education 
of  its  people.  A  country  wi- 
th better  standards  of  edu- 
cation will  be  in  the  posi- 
tion to  raise  its  production 
considerably.  With  the  de- 
velopment of  education,  and 
literacy,  a  healthy  atmosph- 
ere is  created    for  success- 
ful implementation  of  eco- 
nomic and  social  activities. 

Creation    of    a  modern 
and  progressive  education 
which  should    fulfill  the 
needs  of  the  present  soc- 
iety is  one  of  the  objectives 
of  the  Republican  regime 
in  Afghanistan,  for  our 
present  society  is  in  need 
of  a  kind  of  education  wh- 
ich should    enlighten  the 
minds  of  the  youth  and  to 
improve  their    mental  and 
physical    capacities  so  that 
they  should  be  prepared  to 
work  for  the  progress  of 
the  country  more  actively. 
This  kind  of  education  mu- 
st teach  them  the    art  to 
love  their  country  and  work 
in  the  light  of  the  values  of 
Islamic    instructions  and 
laws  of  the  country.  They 
must  respect  the  traditions 
and  historical  importance 
of  their  country.  They  must 
work  hard  to  end  the  prob- 


lems facing  the  country. 

In  view  of  modern  edu- 
cation's requirements  and 
on  the  basis  of  structural 
change^  introduced  in  the 
country  by  the  new  order, 
fundamental  educational 
reforms    were  introduced 
and  prepared    in  accord- 
ance with  the  values  of  the 
Revolution  of  the  Repub- 
lican State.  Fortunately  the 
changes  occurred  in  the  sy- 
stem of  education  in  view 
of  fundamental  reforms  ha- 
ve brought  about  positive 
results  in  all  aspects  of  life. 
The  main  objective  of  edu- 
cational reforms  is  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  educ- 
ation and  enable  the  youth 
to  make  the  most  use  of  it 
for    the    serivce    of  the 
country. 

This    reform    has  incre- 
ased the  responsibilities  of 
various  educational  institu- 
tions in  view  of  the  quality 
and  quantity  of  education. 
Since  the  introduction  of 
the  new  reforms  personnel 
of  all  educational  instituti- 
ons have  been  given  great- 
er assignments  so  that  they 
should  work  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  reforms  which 
aim  at  all  round  improve- 
ment of  education  in  the 
country. 


The  fundamental  reforms 
and  basic  changes  in  the  ed- 
ucation system  of  Afghan- 
istan are  based  in  accord- 
ance with    the  objective 
and    subjective  conditions 
of      the      people  of 
the    country    which  guar- 
antee to    fulfill  the  long 
desires  of  the  noble  people 
of  Afghanistan  for  their 
own  benefits. 

Following  is  a  brief  des- 
cription of  the  main  points 
of  the  education  policy  of 
the  Republican  State  of 
Afghanistan  which  consti- 
tutes the  main  annual  ac- 
tivities of  the  Ministry  of 
Education. 

1 —  In  order  to  maintain 
better  system  of  literacy  in 
the  country  and  to  provide 
facilities  for  admission  of 
primary  school  graduates 
in  high  school  or  professio- 
nal schools  and  also  to  pr- 
ovide chances  for  these  gr- 
aduates to  choose  any  kind 
Of  profession  as  they  like, 
the  duration  of  primary  sc- 
school  was  increased  from 
six  years  to  eight  years. 

2 —  ^In  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  new 
reforms,  the  duration  of 
high  school  is  fixed  at  four 
years.  The  graduates  of 
primary  schools  are  admit- 
ted to  the  high  schools  on 
the  basis  of  pre-high  school 
examination  and  in  view  of 
the  needs  of  the  country. 

3—  After  completion  of 
high  schools  the  graduates 
are  given  admission  rights 
to  the  university  on  the  ba- 
sis of  the  results  of  the  uni- 


versity entrance  examina- 
tion. 

Also  a  number  of  high 
school  graduates  will  be  ab- 
sorbed in  high  teachers  ac- 
ademies. 

Similarly  a  number  of  vo- 
cational school  graduates 
will  be  admitted  to  vocati- 
onal colleges  and  the  rest 
will  be  given  chance  to 
work  in  various  goveinm- 
ent  organisations. 

Following  is  the  brief 
description  of  the  activit- 
ies of  the  Ministry  of  Edu- 
cation during  the  year  1355 : 

During  the  year  1355,  pr- 
imary school  establishment 
was  not  based  on  education- 
al reforms  therefore  185 
rural  schools  were  chang- 
ed into  eight  grade  primary 
schools.  Likewise  472  six 
grade  primary  schools  we- 
re changed  into  eight  grade 
primary  schools.  The  num- 
ber Of  students  of  primary 
schools  rose  from  720,000 
in  1354  to  807,900  in  1355 
which  shows  an  increase 
of  12.2  per  cent. 

In  order  to  acquaint  the 
new  students  with  school 
and  studies,  the  program  of 
introduction  to  the  school 
was  implemented  in  all  pri- 
mary schools  for  the  stud- 
ents of  first  grade,  for  two 
weeks.  During  this  year  new 
books  were  distributed  am- 
ong the  students  of  second 
grade  primary  and  rural 
schools  and  the  new  time 
table  prepared  for  the  first, 
second  and  third  grade  stu- 
dents were  implemented. 

On  the  basis  of  the  pro- 


508 


vision  of  the  new  reforms, 
teaching  of  Engligh  langu- 
age began  in  the  sixth  gr- 
ade primary  schools.  Besi- 
des distribution  and  imple- 
mentation of  new  science 
books  for  the  fourth  grade 
students  began  last  year. 

In  order  to  improve  the 
method  of  teaching  and  to 
introduce  the  new  text  boo- 
ks, training  seminars  were 
held  for  more    than  5163 
teachers,    head  masters, 
education  inspectors  of  pri- 
mary   schools    in  Kabul 
and      necessary  measur- 
es  were   taken   for  hold- 
ing of  seminars  in  the  pro- 
vinces in  the  coming  year. 

In  these  seminars  teach- 
ers were  taught  the  new 
method  of  teaching  in  acc- 
ordance with  the  new  text 
books  which  are  prepared 
in  view  of  the  new  reforms. 

The  Audio-Visual  Depar- 
tment of  the    Ministry  of 
Education  continued  its  ac- 
tivities towards  enlightening 
Of  the   youth  of  the  coun- 
try. A  number  of  teaching 
materials    which  includes 
charts,  designs,   letter,  wri- 
ting boards  etc.  were  dist- 
ributed to  the  students  by 
the  Department  of  Audio- 
Visual.     Likewise  a  numb- 
er of  educational  films  we- 
re screened  by  this  depart- 
ment in  various  schools  and 
other  educational  institu- 
tions in  centre  as  well  as  pr- 
ovinces. 

In  view  of  the  education- 
al reforms  the  high  school 
duration  was  raised  from 


three  years  to  four  years 
the  first  year  of  which  is 
called  the  preparatory  pe- 
riod.  During  the  second  ye- 
ar (the  tenth  grade)  the 
students  are  divided  into 
art  and  science  sections. 
Thus  the  teaching  progra- 
mmes of  each  section  will 
be  prepared  in  view  of  the 
needs  of  the  time  depend- 
ing on  the  development  of 
science  and  technology. 

In  order  to  improve  the 
quality  of  education  in  high 
schools  level,  the  new  exa- 
mination regulation  was 
drafted  in  view  of  the  new 
reforms. 

In  order  to  improve  the 
standard  of  government  em- 
ployees in  the  country  the 
number  of  evening  colleg- 
es was  increased  through- 
out the  country.  In  this  co- 
nnection  a  number  of  such 
colleges  were  opened  in  He- 
rat, Kandahar,  Ghazni,  Hel- 
mand,  Balkh,  Nangarhar, 
provinces.  In  order  to  en- 
able the    students    to  ma- 
ke proper  use  of  their  long 
vocation,  it  was  decided  to 
distribute  text  books  to  th- 
em during  the  early  days 
of  their  winter  or  summer 
vocations  depending  on  th- 
eir regions.  If  they  are  in 
colder  regions  such  as  Ka- 
bul, Parwan    and  similar 
other  places  they  get  text 
books  in  winter  while  stu- 
dents   of    hotter  regions 
such  as  Kandahar,  Farah, 
Nimroz  etc.  get  text  books 
during  their    vacation  in 
summer  season. 
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In  the  field  of  vocational 
education,  3411  graduates 
of  8th  grade  primary  sch- 
ools were  admitted  to  vo- 
cational schools  which  sh- 
ows an  increase  of  80  per 
cent  in  comparison  with  the 
correspondening  period  of 
last  year.  For  those  grad- 
uates who  could  not  pass 
the  high  school  entrance  ex- 
amination, the  Ministry  of 
Education  opened  12  pro- 
fessional courses  with  the 
help  of  shops,  laboratories, 
and  the  concerned  person- 
nel  of  vocational  instituti- 
ons. These  courses  were 
held  in  Kabul.  Similarly  the 
Ministry  prepared  progra- 
mmes for  holding  14  tra- 
ining seminars,  courses  in 
the  provinces.  These  cour- 
ses will  be  held  on  a  numb- 
er of  professions  such  as 
carpentry,  weldi'ng  works, 
repairing  of  radio,  installa- 
tion of  pipelines,  repair 
works  Of  vehicles,  carpet 
weaving,  typewriting,  shoe 
making,  tailoring,  photogr- 
aphy, and  first  aid  with  the 
help  of  the  concerned  ex- 
perts. The  program.mes  of 
these  courses  are  printed 
a'nd  distributed  to  the  par- 
ticipants in  various  provin- 
ces through  provincial  ed- 
ucation directorates.  The 
preliminary  works  for  hol- 
dinisf  such  courses  have  al- 
ready been  completed. 

In  order  to  im  Drove  the 
method  of  teaching  and  to 
implement  the  programme 
of  ae^riculture  high  school 
the  Ministrv  held  vocation- 
al course  for  the  graduates 


of  this  school. 

During  the  year  1355,  the 
Ministry  of  Education  est- 
ablished two  institutes  on 
accounting  and  agricultural 
training.  Likewise  during 
this  period  1318  students 
were  graduated  from  14-15 
grades  teacher  training  ins- 
titutes of  which  278  were 
female  students. 

During  the  year  1355,  the 
programme  of  training  of 
kindergartens  teachers  in 
13-14  grades  level  was  put 
into  implementaion  at  tthe 
teachers  training  academy 
and  nearly  75  graduates  of 
12th  grade  high  schools  we- 
re absorbed  in  the  course. 

A  number  of  teachers  of 
various  teachers  training 
institutes  holding  B.A.  de- 
greeg  were  admitted  to  the 
post  gfraduate  course  of  the 
Teachers  Training  Acade- 
my which  is  being  taught 
by  well  experienced  local 
and  foreign  exnerts. 

A  number  of  new  text 
books  and  related  notes  we- 
re printed  in  the  academy 
and  distributed  among  the 
teachers. 

The  kindergfarten  prog- 
ram was  drafted  by  the  lo- 
cal teachers  and  UNESCO 
advisors.  Also  a  number  of 
kindergarten  teachers  were 
selected  for  in-service  tra- 
ining. 

The  Ministry  of  Educati- 
on during  the  year  1355, 
prenareH  the  contents  of 
high  school  teacher's  tra- 
ining programmes.  The  pro- 
gram is  meant  for  the  tea- 
chers of  13-16  grade  high 
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schools. 

During  the  year  1355,  a 
new  department  wa3  set  up 
i*n  the  Ministry  under  the 
title  programmes  departm- 
ent which  will  evaluate  the 
teachers  training  progra- 
mmes. During  the  month  of 
Hamal,  1355,  the  16th  gra- 
de  teachers  training  course 
was  opened  at  Roshan  tea- 
chers training  institute,  the 
first  batch  of  its  graduates 
was  presented  to  the  coun- 
try during  the  month  of  Ja- 
di,  1355.  Similarly  during 
this  year  Darulhefaze^  we- 
re promoted  from  seven 
grades  to  eight  grades. 

The  radio  training  pro- 
grammes were  prepared  in 
the  form  of  discussion  in 
both  Dari  and  Pashto  lang- 
uages twice  a  week.  The 
new  method  of  teaching  is 
being  narrated  to  the  list- 
eners through  these  prog- 
rammes. 

A  number  of  librarians 
were  given  special  courses 
in  the  art  of  library.  The 
course  which  was  held  in 
the  teacher^  training  aca- 
demy was  attended  by  a 
number  of  librarians  from 
various  teache^s  training 
institutes  and  high  schools 

of  Kabul. 

On  the  basis  of  the  pro- 
jected programme  of  the 
Ministry  of  Education,  the 
academic  and  administrati- 
ve activities  of  the  provin- 
ces were  assessed  and  eva- 
luated last  year. 

Similarly  in  order  to  im- 
prove the  knowledge  of  in- 
spectors, a  number  of  voca- 


tional seminars  were  open- 
ed for  them  and  a  number 
of  books  were  printed  and 
distributed  to  the  concern- 
ed persons.  On  the  other 
hand,  for  better  manage- 
ment of  inspection  affairs 
new  regulations  were  draft- 
ed in  accordance  w  ith  the 
objectives  of  the  Republic- 
an State  and  were  put  in- 
to implementation.  In  view 
of  the  provisions  of  the  new 
reforms,  graduate^  of  ninth 
and  eighth  grade  schools 
were  divided  into  central 
and  provincial  t^ormitories 
on  the  basis  of  the  needs  of 
vocational  and  high  schools. 

The  Ministry  of  Educati- 
on in  the  mean  time  impro- 
ved the  activities  of  physi- 
cal education  and  auxiliary 
teaching  materials  in  acco- 
rdance with  the  instructions 
of  the  new  order. 

In  order    to  implement 
the  programmes  of  physi- 
cal education  in  all  provin- 
cial schools  of  the  country, 
the  Ministry  undertook  the 
construction  of  gymnasiums, 
stadiums,    swimming  pools 
and  sports  grounds  most  of 
which  have  already  been 
completed  and  made  ready 
for  use,  in  some  of  the  pro- 
vinces. For  further  encour- 
agement Of  the  students  in 
sports  activities,  nearly  400 
sportsmen  were    taken  un- 
der training  in  various  pro- 
vincial sporti®  dubsi  and 
uniforms  and   other  sports 
equipments  were  distribut- 
ed to  5,000  students.  On 
the  other  hand  in  order  to 
improve  the  knowledge  of 
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sports  teachers,  the  physic- 
al training  institute  was 
set  up.  So  far  40  graduates 
of  13  grade  Physical  Edu- 
cation Institute  have  been 
introduced  to  various  sch- 
ools of  the  country  to  take 
up  teaching  of  sporty  in 
modem  method. 

During  the  year  1355,  a 
total  number  of  34  titles  of 
books  were  prepared  in 
Dari  and  Pashto  languages 
as  first  and  second  langua- 
ge text  books,  science  text 
books  in  16  titles,  12  text 
books  on  mathematics,  8 
text  books  on  art  subjects, 
8  kinds  of  text  books  on 
practical  works,  physical 
education,  4  kinds  of  text 
books  on  theology,  for  first 
to  8th  grade  students,  a 
part  of  which  was  printed 
and  put  into  practice  on 
experimental  basis  whilst 
the  rest  of  them  are  under 
print.  Besides  a  number  of 
teachers  guide  books  and 
auxiliary  teaching  mat- 
erials weSre  printed. 

A  number  of  training 
workshops  were  held  in  ni- 
ne regions  of  the  country 
which  were  attended  by  20 
academic  vice  principals  of 
various  school^,  208  educa- 
tion inspectors,  33  heads  of 
science  departments  of  high 
schools,  1521  head  master 
and  head  mastresses.  In 
the  above  workshops  the 
participants  were  enabled 
to  learn  the  methods  of  te- 
aching on  the  basis  of  new 
text  books.  As  a  result,  7985 
teachers,  381310  students 
benefitted  from  these  wor- 


kshops  in  2610  schools.  Dur- 
ing the  year  1355,  55  kinds 
of  text  books  were  revised 
by  the  concerned  sources 
of  the  Ministry  of  Educa- 
tion. Also  during  this  period 
111  issues  of  Irfan  maga- 
zine were  printed  and  dis- 
tributed to  the  deserving 
persons.     Likewise  2500 
copies   Of   bulletins  were 
published     on  geography 
in  addition  to  publication  of 
special  magazines. 

The  Education  Press  whi- 
ch i3  one  of  the  most  acti- 
ve institutes  for  prepara- 
tion of  education  materials 
in  the  country,  during  the 
year  1355  under  the  light  of 
the  Republican  State  un- 
dertook the  printing  of 
a  total  number  of  77  kinds 
of  text  books  at  the  total 
circulation  of  30003000  CQ- 
pies,  of  which  19  kinds  of 
text  books  in  915000  copies 
were  printed  and  sent  to 
the  binding  section  and  11 
text  books  at  the  total  cir- 
culation of  331,000  were 
printed.  The  remaining  33 
kinds  of  text  books  at  the 
total  circulation  of  869,000 
were  sent  in  different  sec- 
tions for  final  procedures. 
In  addition  to  the  above  wo- 
rks the  Education  Press  acc- 
opted  other  orders  such  as 
printing  of  magazines,  pam- 
phlets, labels,  calendars, 
graphs  etc.,  at  the  total  cir- 
culation of  2729466  copies. 

During  the  above  period 
the  Education    Press  also 
printed  various  kinds  of 
cards  and  commercial  forms 
at  the  total  circulation  of 
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723,020  copies. 

The  Ministry  of  Educati- 
on drafted  the  programme 
of  campaign  against  illite- 
racy on  the  basis  of  the 
objectives  of  the  Republic^ 
an  order  and  implemented 
it  in  the  following  manner: 

a— Functional  literacy : 
The  programmes  of  functi- 
onal nteracy  was  implem- 
ented in  the  agricultural  co- 
operatives of  Logar,  Kan- 
dahar, Nangarhar,  Baghl- 
an  and  Kohdaman  regions. 

b— Agricultural  training 
programme :  Agricultural 
training    programme  was 
simultaneously  implement- 
ed with  the   functional  lit- 
eracy programme  rn  coop- 
eratives of    Kohdaman,  Ba- 
ghlan,   Logar,   Pakthia,  Na- 
ngarhar and  Kandahar  pro- 
vinces in  205  courses. 

c— Women  training  pro- 
gramme: The  implementa- 
tion of  this  programme  too, 
began  in  Kohdaman  and  Ba- 
ghlan  regions  and  during 
the  last  three  years  the  nu- 
mber of  such  courses  incr- 
eased in  these  regions  to 
52.  The  Ministry  of  Educa- 
tion for  the  successful  im- 
plementation of  its  progra- 
mme prepared  20  kinds  of 
textbooks  and  25  booklets 
which  were  distributed  am- 
ong the  participants  of  its 
courses. 

The  Afghan  Scout  Orga- 
nisation during  the  year 
1355  undertook  the  follo- 
wing activities:  Holding  of 
nine  preliminary  courses 
for  girls  and  boy  scouts  and 
guides;  four  main  courses 


for  the  guide  teachers  and 
a  regional  seminar  of  the 
heads  of  scout  organisations 
in  centre  and  provinces  in 
order  to  solve  their  region- 
al problems.  During  the  ab- 
ove period  a  six  member 
delegation  of  the  Afghan 
scout  organisation  partici- 
pated in  the  youth  festival 
held  in  Moscow.  Similarly 
two  members  of  the  Scout 
Organisation  took  part  at 
International  Conference  on 
Scout  Activities  held  in 
Tehran. 

The  Ministry  of  Educa- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving its  administrative 
affairs  and  to  carry  out  the 
education  affairs  of  the  yo- 
uth of  the  country  success- 
fully in  view  of  the  needs 
of  the  concerned  regions  tr- 
ansferred 8525    teachers  to 
various  provincial  centres 
and  woleswalis.  In  the  con- 
nection   223  teachers  hold- 
ing B.A.  degrees  from  the 
faculties  of  Science,  Lett- 
ers and  Theology  were  ap- 
pointed to  centre  and  pro- 
vinces. Similarly  more  than 
794  graduates  of  various  te- 
achers   training  institutes 
were  absorbed  by  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Education.  Besides 
3100  persons  were  employ- 
ed as  officials  in  various  de- 
partments of  the  Ministry 
of  Education  and  55  officials 
were  dismissed    due  to  se- 
veral reasons  and  164  offi- 
cials received  bonus   for  th- 
eir active  performances. 

In  view  of  the  instructi- 
ons of  the  educational  re- 
forms and    assistance  of 


WFO  atid  provision  of  the 
state  budget  during  the  ye- 
ar 1354-55  the  construction 
work  of  172  buildings  for 
8th  grade  primary  schools 
215  teachers  residential  qu- 
arters with  their  annexe3 
began  in  a  number  of  prov- 
inces Of  which  some  were 
completed  and  the  rest  were 
under  construction. 

Out  of  the  assistance  of 
US  to  Afghanistan  nearly 
30  school  buildings  were 
completed  and  75  other  bu- 
ildings were  under  constr- 
uction. Likewise  138  new 
school  buildings  were  cons- 
tructed through  the  state 
budget. 

The  teachers  fund  was  es- 
tablished under  the  frame 
work  of  the  Ministry  of  Ed- 
ucation for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  poor  and  nee- 
dy teachers  on  various  oc- 
casions. In  order  to  enable 
the  teachers  to  make  pro- 
per use  of  the  fund  on  easy 
terms  the  Ministry  of  Edu- 
cation prepared  regulations 
for  taking  loan  from  the 
fund  and  distributed  them 
to  various  educational  ins- 
titutions for  the  informati- 
on of  the  teachers.  In  acco- 
rdance with  the  new  regu- 
lations the  deserving  teach- 
ers can  get  loan  from  the 
fund  for  various  purposes, 
on  easy  terms. 

During  the  year  nearly 
1080  teachers  of  Kabul  we- 
re benefited  from  the  fund. 
The  fund  also  provides  loans 
to  the  teachers  of  Kabul 
and  Nangarhar  universities 
through  their  education  de- 


partments. 

On  the  basis  of  the  new 
reforms  positive  steps  were 
also  taken  towards  develop- 
ment of  Pashto  language. 
The    Pashto    Academy  in 
addition    to  the  teaching 
of  the  language  and  hold- 
ing of  seminars  and  cour- 
ses published  two  magazin- 
es entitled  Kabul  Magazi- 
ne and  Zairi  journal.  Sim- 
ilarly the  Academy  publi- 
shed the    following  books 
for  the  public  enlightenm- 
ent: 

English  —  Pashto  lang- 
uage dictionary,  Russian — 
Pashto  language  dictionary, 
Pashto  language  dictionary, 
Pashto  Literature,  Pashto- 
Dari  pocket  dictionary,  Lar- 
ghouni  Pashto  Qamous  and 
a  number  of  other  books. 

Besides  the  Pashto  Ac- 
ademy during  the  year  1355 
undertook  publication  of 
the  following  books: 

Folklori  Gaindai,  Da— 
Roshan,  Yad,  Da— Pashto 
Phonic  Alifba,  Roshani  Ri- 
sal,  Urotilwosoqi,  Da — ^Rah- 
manbaba  Diwan,  Pashto  Si- 
lani,  Pashtana  Shuara  (fou- 
rth volume),  Da— Qalandar- 
piridai  Diwan,  collection  of 
Prof.  Darwin  selection,  Da- 
Pashtoun  Khwa  Da  — Shirh- 
ar  Aw  Bahar,  Pashto  Panga 
(second  volume),  Loghat  Po- 
hana,  the  special  issue  of 
Kabul  Magazine  on  Sayed 
Jamaluddin  Afghani  Semi- 
nar and  the  special  issue  of 
Zirai  Journal  on  Sayed  Ja- 
maluddin Afghani  Seminar. 
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Second  Deputy  Education  Minister  Dr.  Mohammad  Omar  Mohabat  delivering 
his  speech  at  the  opening  session  of  education  training  workshop  for  mobile  te- 
ams aimed  at  guiding   the  teachers  of  primary  schools  in  supplementary  teach- 
ing materials  and  use  of  audio-visual    means    which  was  held  at  the  Afghan  In- 
stitute Of  Technology    on  Dec.  26,  1977  in  collaboration  with  the  UNESCO  Re- 
gional Education  Agency. 


President  of  Afghanistan  Scouts  Organisation  Mohammad  Nasim  addressing 
the  science    seminar  participants  at  Habibia  High  School  on  Dec.  26,  1977. 
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W omen\s  Ors^anisation 


The  Women's  Organisati- 
on is  solely  responsible  to 
serve  the  Afghan  women 
in  the  cultural,  social  eco- 
nomic, legal  and  political 
fields.  The  Organisation 
also  helps  women  in  carry- 
ing out  reformist  program- 
mes of  the  Republican  State 
to  achieve  their  national  ob- 
jectives, improve  and  con- 
solidate their  position  in 
the  country.  The  Women 
Organisation  on  the  basis 
of  the  address  to  the  na- 
tion of  the  Leader  of  the 
Revolution  and  President 
Of  the  Republic  Mohamm- 
ad Daoud  and  in  view  of 
the  programme  of  the  Re- 
publican State  prepared  on 
the  basis  of  the  needs  of 
the  society  towards  wom- 
en's rights  and  their  active 
participation  in  social  and 
economic  fields  and  service 
to  the  majority  of  women 
in  the  country,  and  their 
proper  guidance  towards 
implementation  of  the  pro- 
grammes of  the  Republican 
State  and  promotion  of  th- 
eir status  in  international 
level,  the  Women's  Orga- 
nisation became  a  non-pro- 
fitable enterprise  in  Jau- 
za,  1354.  From  then  onw- 
ards the  Organisation  has 
become  more  active.  In  or- 
der to  carry  out  its  activi- 


ties successfully  the  Orga- 
nisation formed  a  number 
of  committees  such  as,  ad- 
visory committee  legal  Co- 
mmittee, Enlightenment  Co- 
mmittee, Welfare  Commit- 
tee and  Art  Committee. 
The  Organisation  has  exp- 
anded its  affiliation  prog- 
rammes with  a  number  of 
national  and  international 
institutions.  The  Organisa- 
tion has  selected  a  number 
of  enlightened  women  with 
higher  standard  of  educa- 
tion to  work  as  members  in 
the  above  committees.  Th- 
ese women  also  have  well 
exneriences  in  the  cone- 
erned  committees. 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE: 

Members  of  this  commit- 
tee are  selected  among  the 
most  enlightened  women 
of  the  country  who  have 
experience  in  the  women's 
movement  of  the  country. 
They  have  working  records 
in  various  cultural  and  soc- 
ial intitutions  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Committee  holds 
meetings  every  now  and  th- 
en to  provide  necessary  ad- 
vices to  the  Women's  Or- 
ganisation on  all  matters  of 
interest. 

LEGAL  COMMITTEE: 
The  Women's  Organisa- 
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tio*n  has  grave  responsibili- 
ty in  maintaining  of  equa- 
lity among  women  in  the 
Afghan  society  on  the  ba- 
sis of  the  values  of  Islam, 
principles  of  the  Afghan 
society  and  the  legal  pro- 
grammes of  the  progressive 
Republican  regime.  Hence 
the  Organisation  has  form- 
er a  legal  committee  to 
cl'^^cuss  a  number  of  legal 
oroblems.  The  Committee  is 
composed  of  mem,bers  hav- 
ing sufficient  knowledge  on 
law.  This  Committee  too 
holds  regular  meeting  for 
discussion  of  various  pro- 
blems facing  the  Organisa- 
tion. 

ENLIGHTENMENT  COM- 
MITTEE : 

The  Women's  Organisa- 
tion in  order  to  enlighten 
the  Afghan  women  on  all 
aspects  of  life,  has  undert- 
akea  a  number  of  program- 
mes which  are  being  imp- 
lemented through  publicity 
and  publications.  The  Or- 
ganisation has  also  chalked 
out  programmes  to  hold  di- 
rect contacts  with  Afghan 
women  and  try  to  solve  th- 
eir problems  to  the  best  le- 
'  el  and  to  enlighten  them 
on  a  number  of  topics  con- 
cerning social  and  economic 
pctivities. 

The  Organisation  aims 
to  eliminate  a  number  of 
suDerstitious  ideas  in  the 
Afghan  society  and  to  enco- 
urage the  women  to  literate 
themselves  so  that  they  sh- 
ould take  active  part  in  eli- 


mination of  the  social  back- 
wardness of  the  country. 
In  order  to  fulfill  these  pro- 
grammes the  Organisation 
has  formed  the  Enlighten- 
ment Committee  whose  me- 
mbers take  active  part  in 
implementation  of  the  above 
programmes. 

WELFARE  COMMITTEE: 
The  Women's  Organisa- 
tion in  view  of  its  social 
ervices  programmes,  un- 
dertake a  number  of  wel- 
fare and  humanitarian  ser- 
vices for  the  deserving  wo- 
r  en.  Such  activities  inclu- 
de distribution  aids  in  cash 
as  well  as  commodities  to  the 
needy  women  through  its 
mother  and  child  care  fund 
and  other  programmes.  For 
this  purpose  a  special  com- 
mittee is  formed  to  assess 
the  working  of  welfare  of- 
fices of  the  Organisation. 
The  members  of  this  Com- 
mittee are  assisfned  to  see 
th^t  aids  are  distributed  to 
the  deserving  persons. 

ART  COMMITTEE : 

This  Committee  is  formed 
to  preserve  the  cultural  he- 
ritage of  the  Afghan  soc- 
iety and  to  develop  the  tra- 
ditional women's  handicr- 
afts. The  members  of  this 
Committee  try  to  encourage 
the  Af^fhan  women  to  exp- 
and such  local  industries  in 
their  society. 

The     Women's  Orga- 
nisation       during  the 
oast  one     year  performed 
the  following    activities  in 
its  various  departments: 
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VOCATIONAL  AND  SER- 
VICES GENERAL  DIREC- 
TORATE : 

The  Women's  Organisation 
has  a  vocational  high  sch- 
ool, the  purpose  of  which  is 
to  educate  and  enlighten 
girls,  particularly  married 
women  and  to  train  them 
in  various  local  professio- 
ns. During  the  past  one 
year  the  Department  brou- 
ght about  a  new  reform  in 
the  school.  In  order  to  play 
more  active  role  towards 
training  of  Afghan  women 
specially  those  who  due  to 
several  family  reasons  co- 
uld not  continue  their  edu- 
cation in  other  high  schools, 
the  Vocational  High  Sch- 
ool revised  its  method  of 
teaching  and  introduced 
new  subjects  which  are  coti- 
sidered  more  essential  for 
the  women.  In  order  to  ab- 
sorb more  number  of  stu- 
dents the  school  increased 
its  classes  and  more  women 
got  opportunities  to  get 
admission  in  this  school. 

Similarly  the  school  ex- 
panded its  laboratories  with 
modem  equipments  as  new 
professions  included  in  the 
school.  Last  year  1550  stu- 
dents were  enrolled  in  the 
school  out  of  which  120  gr- 
aduates were  introduced  to 
the  university  of  Kabul  for 
entrance  examination. 

During  this  period  600 
students  were  graduated 
from  various  professional 
courses  of  the  school. 

The  Women's  Organisa- 
tion has  now  24  social  wor- 


kers who  have  been  given 
assignments  to  work  in 
various  parts  of  the  city  as 
well  as  factories,  hospitals, 
Mother  and  Child  Care  In- 
stitute etc. 

They  have  made  76  emer- 
gency visits,  1175  routine 
visits,  and  introduced  715 
patients  to  several  hospit- 
als. Similarly  these  young 
workers  have  taken  89  wo- 
men patients  to  the  hospi- 
als  for  urgent  treatment. 
Likewise,  274  women  have 
been  introduced  to  the  Fa- 
mily Guidance  Association 
clinic  by  these  social  work- 
ers. 

During  this  period  526  it- 
ems medicines  were  distri- 
buted to  the  deserving  mo- 
thers and  children  of  the 
women  prison  and  other  pl- 
aces in  the  city.  Tliis  aid 
has  been  given  by  the  Af- 
ghan Red  Crescent  Society. 
Personnel  of  this  Departm- 
ent have  assisted  600  fam- 
ilies in  solving  their  social 
and  family  problems.  Simi- 
larly the  Department  has 
sent  advisors  to  girls  and 
boys  reformatory  schools, 
twice  a  week.  The  Departm- 
ent has  also  helped  600  fa- 
milies in  various  social  ma- 
tters. 

During  the  beginning  of 
this  year  the  number  of 
social  workers  of  the  orga- 
nisation rose  to  31  persons 
who  were  divided  into  se- 
veral groups  for  successful 
performance  of  their  dut- 
ies. 
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PUBLICITY  AND  PUBL- 
ICATIONS GENERAL  DIR- 
ECTORATE : 

In  order  to    take  active 
part  in  elimination  of  out- 
moded customs  and  traditi- 
ons amo'ng  the  Afghan  wo- 
men, and  to  enlighten  them 
in  all  aspects  of  life,  the 
Women's    Organisation  has 
undertaken  a    number  of 
publicity  programmes  wh- 
ich are  being  implemented 
by  this  Department.  These 
programmes  include  publi- 
cations Of  magazines,  pam- 
phlets,   screening  of  docu- 
mentary    films,  dramas, 
holding  of  seminar  and  con- 
ferences etc.  In  this  con- 
nection during  the  year  1355 
a  total  number    of  seven 
conferences  were  held  by 
the  Department  on  several 
important  occasions.  Simi- 
larly during  the  first  six 
months  of  this  year  the  De- 
partment held    five  more 
conference   on   legal,  social 
and  enlightenment  activit- 
ies of  the  Organisation.  Du- 
ring last  year  the  second 
seminar  on  the  historical 
importance  of  the  Afghan 
Women  was  held  in  the  con- 
ference hall  of  the  Organi- 
sation, which  was  participa- 
ted by  representatives  of  26 
provinces  as  well  as  those 
of  Kabul.  The  seminar  was 
also  attended  by  represen- 
tatives of  various  ministr- 
ies and  other    cultural  ins- 
titutions. 

Also  another  seminar  en- 
titled 'Role  of  women  in 
the  Light  of  Law'  sponsor- 


ed by  the  Women's  Organi- 
sation was  held  during  the 
month  of  Mizan  this  year 
at  the  Women's  Organisa- 
tion which  was  also  attend- 
ed by  representative^  of  26 
provinces. 

Mirmoon  Magazine  was 
published  during  the  years 
1355-56  with    attractive  de- 
signs and  useful  articles  for 
the  enlightenment  of  wom- 
en in  the  country.  The  sp- 
ecial issues  of  Mifmon  Ma- 
gazine on  the  occasion  of 
Mothers  Day,  Children  Day 
were    published    with  att- 
ractive designs  which  were 
distributed  to  the  subscri- 
bers as  well  as  free  of  ch- 
arge for  the  deserving  per- 
sons. During  the  year  1355 
different  kinds  of  pamph- 
lets were  published  in  3000 
copies  in  Pashto  and  Dari 
languages.    Likewise  during 
the  first  six  months  of  this 
year  the  Department  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet  in  Eng- 
lish language  on  the  activ- 
ities of  the    Women's  Or- 
ganisation. 

Similarly  the  Department 
on  the  occasion  of  Mothers 
Day  published  two  books 
entitled  *Nour  Jahan'  and 
collection  of  Mahjouba  He- 
ravi.  Several  posters  were 
also  published  on  various 
occasion. 

In  addition  to  showing  of 
25  commercial  films,  Zain- 
ab  Nendari  screened  36  do- 
cumentary films  for  the  ch- 
ildren and  three  other  fil- 
ms. Also  three  concerts  were 
performed  by  artistg  of  Ra- 
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dio  Afghanistan  at  Zainab 
Nendari  during  the  year 
1355. 

The  Women's  Organisa- 
tion during  the  year  1355 
helped  11  kindergartens  fu- 
nctioning in  Kabul  in  im- 
plementation of  their  pro- 
grammes. With  proper  gui- 
dance, the  kindergartens 
were  in  the  position  to  ren- 
der better  services  and  to 
attract  more  number  of  ch- 
ildren. Hence  during  this 
period  the  number  of  child- 
ren in  these  kindergartens 
increased  in  2296.  In  central 
and  Nadirshah  Mina  kind- 
ergartens the  children  stay 
until  afternoon.  The  num- 
ber of  kindergartens  in  the 
provinces  during  the  year 
1355  reached  14  where  mo- 
re than  1000  children  are 
enrolled.  With  the  opening 
of  a  new  kindergarten  in 
Kabul  this  year  the  numb- 
er of  children  enrolled  th- 
ere rose  to  2600.  In  order 
to  enable  the  teachers  of 
kindergartens  to  train  chil- 
dren in  better  way  the  Or- 
ganisation held  several  co- 
urses for  the  teachers  of 
various  kindergartens.  Th- 
ese courses  were  attend 
by  teachers  of  Kabul  and 
provinces. 

IN  THE  FIELD  OF  INDUS- 
TRY: 

The  Women's  Organisa- 
tion took  more  active  part 
during  the  fourth  annivers- 
ary of  the  founding  of  the 
Republican  Regime  in  the 


country.  During  the  celeb- 
ration of  the  anniversary 
the  Organisation  presented 
400  items  of  industrial  pro- 
ducts in  the  industrial  ex- 
hibition held  at  Jashen  gr- 
ound in  variety  of  designs 
which  showed  a  considerab- 
le change  in  the  quality  of 
products  as  compared  to 
the  previous  years. 

The  products  displayed  at 
the  exhibition  included  va- 
rious kinds  of  embroidery 
works,  needle-works,  and 
other  handicraft  items.  Be- 
sides the  Organisation  dis- 
played clothings  for  child- 
ren, in  variety  of  designs. 

CULTURAL  RELATIONS 
AND  SECRETARIAT  GENE- 
RAL DIRECTORATE: 

During  the  year  1355,  fo- 
ur staff  members  of  the 
Organisation  were  given 
scholarships  to  study  in 
the  Soviet  Union  in  various 
fields  of  activities  such  as 
medicine,  education,  psych- 
ology etc.  Similarly  during 
this  period  representatives 
of  the  Organisation  partici- 
pated in  various  internati- 
onal seminars  on  status  of 
women.  During  these  sem- 
inars Afghan  representati- 
ves spoke  on  the  status  of 
Afghan  women  and  their 
participation  in  social  and 
economic  activities  of  the 
country.  Likewise  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1358, 
six  teachers  of  the  Vocati- 
onal High  School  were  off- 
ered scholarships  to  go  to 
USSR  for  studies  in  various 
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fields  such  as  mathematics, 
tailoring,    psychology,  kin- 
dergarten  training  etc.  The 
representative  of  the  Orga- 
nisation participated  in  the 
international     seminar  on 
Social  Services  for  the  Wo- 
men held  in  Bangkok  from 
August  11-19,     1977.  The 
Organisation  sent  represen- 
tative to  the  international 
conference    on  family  Gui- 
dance and    Development  of 
of  the  Women's  Status  held 
in  Tunisia  from  August  9- 
12,  1977.  The  representati- 
ve of  the  Organisation  also 
participated  at  the  Wom- 
en's seminar  held  in  Prague 
ra  October,  1977.  Similar- 
ly the  representative  of  the 
Organisation     attended  the 
seminar  on  unofficial  tra- 
ining and  Social  Welfare 
held  in  New    Delhi  from 
November  2-9,  1977.  Final- 
ly  the  Organisation  sent  re- 
presentative to  the  seminar 
of  Women  and  Developrni- 
ent  held  in  Yugoslavia  in 
October,  1977. 

PROVINCIAL  ACTIVI- 
TIES : 

In  order  to  launch  an  all 
round  struggle  against  un- 
desirable traditions  and  su- 
perstitious beliefs  in  the 
country,  the  Organisation 
has  extended  its  activities 
in  various  provinces  by  op- 
ening branches  there.  The- 
se centres  endeavour  to 
solve  women's  problems  wi- 
th due  consideration  to  the 
local  conditions  and  possi- 


bilities. To  facilitate  the  br- 
anches activities,  the  Wo- 
men's Organisation  is*  in 
regular  contact  with  gover- 
nors of  the  provinces  and 
tries  to  extend  its  activities 
to  these  provinces  where  it 
does  not  have  yet  a  branch. 

At  present  the  Organisa- 
tion has  branches  in  the  fo- 
llowing provinces:  Kanda- 
har, Herat,  Balkh,  Kunduz, 
Baghlan,    Jauzjan,  Fariab, 
Ghazni,     Parwan,  Nangar- 
har,  Pakthia,  and  Helmand. 
Most  recently  Nimroz  and 
Samangan  provinces  have 
also  been  included  in  the 
list.  Since    1355  these  agen- 
cies are  provided  with  lib- 
raries where  women  are  en- 
gaged in  studies.  They  have 
several  branches  such  as 
embroidery,  needle-work, 
home  science,  typewriting 
courses,    literacy  courses, 
local  professions    such  as 
carpet  weaving,    gleem  we- 
aving and  kindergartens. 

With  the  establishment  of 
these  agencies  a  number  of 
women  have  been  given  op- 
portunities to  work  outside 
their  hom.es. 

DEVELOPMENT  PLAN : 

The  Seven  Year  Develo- 
pment Plan  of  the  Women's 
Organisation  was  included 
for  the  first  time  in  the  de- 
velopment plans  Of  the  Re- 
publican State  in  order  to 
enable  the  Organisation  to 
take  positive  steps  towards 
development  of  women's 
movement  in  the  country. 
According  to  this  plan  the 
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Organisatio'n  during  the  ye- 
ar 1355.  purchased  land 
plots  in  centre  and  provin- 
ces for  the  construction  of 
kindergartens  an^  other  ag- 
encies. Similarly  the  Orga- 
riisation,  purchased  equipm- 
ent for  its  Audio-Visual 
Department.    The  Organisa- 


tion with  the  help  of  Dip- 
lomatic Wives  Association 
has  planned  to  construct 
home  science  laboratory. 
The  construction  work  of 
this  laboratory  which  is  to 
begin  soon  will  be  completed 
during  the  middle  of  next 
Afghan  year. 


The  Preside^n  of  the  Afghan  Women's  Organisation  speaking  at  the  cerem- 
oney  of  laying  the  cornerstone  of  two    kindergartens,  on  Dec.  9,  1977. 
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High  Judiciary  Council 


With  the  support  of  his- 
toric evidences  we  can  say 
that  the  people  of  Afghan- 
istan have  always  been  see- 
king right  and  justice  and 
have  had  special  obedience 
before  the  verdict  of  judi- 
ciary. They  have  strotig  be- 
lief in  the  sacrecy  of  judi- 
ciary. 

With  the  dawn    of  the 
new  regime  of  Republic  in 
the  country  which  has  heen 
carried  on  successfully  un- 
der the  leadership  of  the 
famous  and  sacrificing  son 
Of  this  land  President  Mo- 
hamad Daoud  efforts  have 
bee'n  made  to  bring  positi- 
ve changes  in  all  judicial 
aspects  in  a  bid  to  elimin- 
ate practical  difficulties  in 
doining  justice  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

The  presidential  decree 
No.  3  dated  Assad  4,  1352 
set  the  basic  framework  for 
the  activities  and  organisa- 
tion of  judiciary  until  the 
eDforcemPTit  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Republic. 

In  the  new  auspicious 
era  remarkable  and  subs- 
tantial changes  have  tak- 
en place  in  the  structural 
or5?anisation  of  the  specia- 
lised courts  and  with  the 
establishment  of  peace  co- 


uncils, accounting  court  and 
family  court  facilities  we- 
re introduced  in  adjudica- 
tion of  great  number  of  cl- 
aims made  by  the  people. 

Effective  measures  were 
taken    in  the  developmentt 
of  judicial  system  of  the 
country  and    practical  dif- 
ficulties were  removed  to 
some  extent  by  legislation 
of  newly   needed  laws  es- 
pecially the  Civil  and  Pe- 
nal Laws.  Great  attention 
was  paid  to  organise  judi- 
cial precedents,  as  resour- 
ceful source  of  judicial  and 
legal  studies,  by  publishing 
the  final  verdicts    and  de- 
cisions of  the  courts  in  a 
special  system. 

According  to  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  four  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Afghanistan  apnro^^ed 
by  the  Loya  Jirgah  on  10th 
of  Delw  1355  and  signed 
and  promulgated  by  the 
leader  of  revolution  and 
the  first  Renublic  Presid- 
ent, the  judicial  power  is 
an  organ  of  the  state  and 
consists  of  the  Supreme  Co- 
urt and  a  number  of  other 
courts  the  number  of  wh- 
ich shall  be  fixed  by  the 
law. 
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In  addition  to  performing 
other  Judicial  activities  the 
Supreme  Court  is  the  au- 
thoritative source  for  int- 
erpretation of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

According  to  Article  126 
of  the  Constitution  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Judici- 
ary shall  be  proclaimed  by 
the  President  of  the  Repu- 
blic on  first  of  Saratan 
1357.  According  to  the  Pre- 
sidential decree  issued  on 
the  basis  of  the  second  cla- 
use of  Article  26  of  the 
Constitution  all  the  autho- 
rities of  Chief  Justice  have 
been  given  to  Prof.  Wafi- 
ullah  Samiyee  the  Minister 
Of  Justice  and  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  transitional 
period  and  the  followmg 
persons  have  been  appoint- 
ed as  members  of  th^'  fligh 
Judiciary  Council  to  perform 
the  duties  of  th3  members 
of  the  Sunrerae  Court  un- 
til its  establishment: 

1—  Maulawi  Abdul  Basir, 
member  of  the  High  Coun- 
cil of  the  Judiciary  and  Pr- 
esident of  the  high  court 
of  cassation. 

2—  Dr,  EnavatuUah  Ibla- 
gh,  member  of  the  Hisfh  Co- 
uncil of  Judiciary  and  Pre- 
sident of  the  Commercial 
Court  of  the  High  Court  of 
Cassation  and  Chief  of  the 
Final  Court  of  Police. 

3—  Mr.  Mohammad  An- 
war Wahedi,  member  of  the 
Hisjh  Council  of  the  Judic- 
iary and  Administrative 
Chief  of  the  Judiciary. 

4 —  Mr.  Mohammad  Ism- 


ail Qasemyar,  member  of 
the  High  Council  of  Judi- 
ciary and  President  of  the 
Court  of  Public  Rights  of 
the  Cassation  Court  and  Ch- 
ief of  Final  Court  of  Prop- 
erty. 

5— Mr.  Mohammad  Mosa 
Ashari,  member  of  the  Hi- 
gh Council  of  Judiciary  and 
President  of  the  High  Co- 
art  of  Judges  and  Chief  of 
the  Court  of  Regional  Au- 
thority disputes. 

In  the  light  of  the  auspic- 
ious regime  of  the  Republ- 
ic and  in  the  light  of  new 
principles  and  values  cons- 
tituting the  firm  and  pro- 
gressive bases  for  ensuring 
justice  in  the  country  in 
a  better  way,  the  High  Ju- 
diciary Council  has  launch- 
ed useful  and  fruitful  pro- 
grams. Following  is  the  br- 
ief summary  of  the  activit- 
ies carried  out  bv  various 
offices  of  the  Judiciary: 

The  General  Administra- 
tive Department  of  the  Ju- 
diciary has  performed  its 
activity  under  the  direction 
of  the  High  Council  of  the 
Judiciary  through  the  fol- 
lowing sections: 

I — Activity  carried  out 
b^^  the  Secretariat  of  the 
Bmh  Council  of  the  Judic- 
iary: 

A.  On  the  basis  of  the 
nrovisions  of  Article  23  of 
the  Judicial  Authority  and 
Organisation  Law  th^^  High 
Council  of  the  Judiciary 
discussed  and  probed  into 
subjects  concerning  change 
of  courts  and  civil  as  well 
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as  criminal  caseg  and  issu- 
ed a  total  of  177  verdicts  to 
the  respective  offices  on 
various  subjects  referred 
to  it. 

B.  Of  the  proposals  made 
by  the  respective  courts 
for  receiving  legal  advice 
eight  subject  matters  req- 
uired to  be  circulated  to 
all  courts  and  legal  sources 
for  future  accomplishments. 
As  such  a  total  of  22  deci- 
sions were  brought  to  the 
notice  and  information  of 
the  courts  co'ncerned. 

C.  15  cases  which  had 
been  in  dispute  as  far  as 
the  court  jurisdiction  was 
concerned  were  dealt  with 
and  after  determination  of 
the  courts  concerned  they 
were  sent  to  the  respective 
courts. 

D.  A  disciplinary  verdict 
was  issued  asfainst  a'n  advo- 
cate in  accordance  with 
and  after  determination  of 
the  courts  concerned  they 
were  sent  to  the  respective 
courts. 

D.  A  discciplinary  verdict 
was  issued  against  an  ad- 
vocate in  accordance  with 
the  provision  of  Article  40 
of  the  Law  of  Advocacy. 

E.  18  cases  dealing  with 
miscellaneous  adfmitnistra*^ 
tive  and  legal  matters  we- 
re mven  advice  by  the  res- 
pective judicial  committees, 
of  the  High  Council. 

Brief  activity  carried  out 
bv  the  Department  of  Stu- 
dies and  Research: 

The  Department  of  Stu- 
dies and  Research  is  one 


of  the  basic  organs  of  the 
Judiciary  and  quasi-judic- 
ial tasks.  Efforts  is  there- 
fore made  to  hire  for  this 
department  personnel  who 

would  be  acquainted  with 
general     legal  provisions, 
laws  and  r^-^ulations  pert- 
aining to  ^uaiciary  and  jus- 
tice an-^u  with  the  judicial 
circulars  and  precedents  of 
the  courts  and  the  Sharia 
jurisprudence.    The  activit- 
ies of  the  Department  of 
Studies  and  Research  inc- 
ludes the  following  areas: 

1 — In  the  field  of  discip- 
linary adjudication : 

The  fnain  purpose  behind 
studying    such  cases  is  to 
probe  into  investigations 
made  and  the  views  exp- 
ressed by  the  investigation 
committees  and  to  determi- 
ne the  responsibility  and 
innocence    of  those  investi- 
gated. The    Department  of 
Studies  and  research  stud- 
ied 71  cases  of  judges  and 
officials  and  presented  its 
decisions  to  the  authorities 
concerned  for  their  com- 
pletion    during  the  year 
1355. 

Handling  proposals  and 
guiding    courts : 

]n  this  sphere  the  prob- 
lems and  difficulties  faced 
by  the  courts  in  applying 
law^s  and  regulations  shall 
be  dealt  with  and  consulta- 
tive opinions  shall  be  ex- 
pressed thereupon. 

These  opinions  will  not 
be  binding  and  may  be  put 
into  effect  if  the  courts  con- 
sider them  lawful    and  re- 
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asonable. 

During  the  year  1355  63 
proposals  were  received  by 
this  departme'nt  from  the 
courts  and  other  offices  co- 
ncerned and  were  given 
respective  advice. 

Organising  the  practical 
and  theoretical  activities 
of  judges: 

Added  activities  carried 
out  in  training  of  judicial 
personnel,  expatision  and 
development  of  teaching 
program 5  and  in  using  bet- 
ter and  more  effective  tea- 
ching methods  through  the 
practical  probationary  ju- 
dicial studies  center: 

This  center  is  engaged  in 
training  of  judicial  as  well 
as  administrative  judicial 
personnel  and  carried  out 
the  following    activities  in 
in  accordance  with  the  ch- 
anging needs  and  require- 
ments Of  the  Judicial  Organ 
through  drawing  practical 
and  theoretical  training  pr- 
ograms for  the    purpose  of 
having  preparations,  upon 
completing  the  respective 

Training  period,  to  per- 
form the  duties  which  will 
be  entrusted  to  them: 

It  trained  29  judges  and 
15  court  secretaries  during 
the  year  to  enter  the  judi- 
ciary. They  were  graduates 
of  the  Faculties  of  Law  and 
Theology  and  other  offic- 
ial religious  schools  of  the 
country. 

In  pursuance  of  the  de- 
cisions made  by  the  Curri- 
culum Committee  the  par- 
ticipants of    the  Probation- 


ary Center  were  trained 
in  law  and  jurisprudence  of 
Islam  and  court  precedents 
by  the  well  versed  teachers 
whose  professional  was  ju- 
risprudence. They  found 
the  opportunity  to  analyze 
and  evaluate  issues  which 
could  help  them  perform 
their  future  duties  with 
confidence  and  insight.  Si* 
milarly,  in  order  to  further 
their  studies  and  knowled- 
ge of  legal  matters  of  the 
probationary  students  con- 
ferences were  held  on  var- 
ious matters  including  for- 
ensic medicine,  techniques 
employed  by  smuggling  cri- 
minals, psychology,  high- 
way traffic,  criminal  poli- 
ce, duties  of  attorney  gen- 
erals, and  advocates  inter- 
national trade,  seminars 
held  by  the  friendly  count- 
ries in  legal  matters.  Such 
as,  preventive  and  curative 
measures  to  be  taken  for 
criminals  and  similar  other 
matters.  These  subjects 
were  taught  by  the  Univer- 
sity professors,  officials  of 
the  Ministries  of  Interior, 
Justice,  and  Commerce.  The 
training  may  also  help  the 
mental  and  vocational  de- 
velopment Of  the  graduates 
expecting  to  start  their  ca- 
reer in  legal  matters.  Such 
training  may  also  help  the 
participants  to  carry  out  th- 
eir jobs  effectively  and  th- 
us ensure  justice  in  the  so- 
ciety. 

The  in-service  training 
period  of  the  young  judg- 
es during  the  auspicious  re- 
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gime  of  the  Republic  is 
similar  to  that  of  the  deve- 
loped and  advanced  count- 
ries. No  effort  has  been  sp- 
ared to  train  and  educate 
the  young  judges  in  princi- 
ples accepted  by  the  world 
and  adopted  to  the  conditi- 
ons prevailing  in  our  socie- 
ty. This  effort  is  continuing 
with  the  objective  to  deve- 
lop the  judges  in  the  desir- 
ed methods  of  doing  jus- 
tice to  the  people  and  to 
cope  with  the  requirements 
of  time. 

Planni'ng  and  Statistics: 
Following  is  the  activity 
carried  out  in  the  field  of 
planning  and  statistics: 

1 —  Collection  of  facts  and 
figures  on  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  work  done  mon- 
thly and  yearly  in  the  cou- 
rts. 

2 —  Collection  of  informa- 
tion on  the  court  proceed- 
ings and  seeking  suitable 
ways  and  means  to  impro- 
ve the  legal  and  administra- 
tive affairs  m  accordance 
with  the  national  values 
and  lofty  ideals  of  the  Re- 
publican regime. 

3 —  Controlling  the  activ- 
ities of  the  courts  with  the 
object  to  analyze  and  eval- 
uate the  factors  causing  de- 
lays and  postponement  of 
the  cases  filed  with  the  res- 
pective courts. 

4 —  Collection  of  inform- 
ation on  the  number  of  de- 
tained and  imprisoned  acc- 
used persons  who  are  wai- 
ting court  verdicts.  This  is 
done  in  order  to  help  the 


respective  cases  get  finali- 
sed. 

5—  Collection  of  inform- 
ation on  the  final  revenue 
of  the  courts  and  provid- 
ing favourable    ground  for 
scientific  planning    and  br- 
inging reforms  in  the  orga- 
nisation of  the  courts  with 
the  object  to    help  court 
proceeding's  get  expedited. 

6 —  Coordination    of  the 
monthly  reports  received 
from  the  courts. 

7 —  Coordination  of  mo- 
nthly reports  i-eceived  from 
the  peace  councils  and  re- 
ports received  from  the  le- 
gal documents  registration 
department. 

8 —  Collection  of  facts  and 
figures  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  and  implementing 
new  projects  and  expanding 
the  organization  of  the  co- 
urts within  the  framework 
of  the  financial  possibilit- 
ies of  the  state. 

Preparation    of  judicial 
reports  on  court  preced- 
ents: 

The  Office  of  Judicial  re- 
ports which  had  been  crea- 
ted in  1354  practically  be- 
came active  within  the  fra- 
mework of  the  Department 
of  Judicial  Studies  and  Re- 
search in  1355.  Consequen- 
tly, it  published  the  first 
pamphlet  of  the  judicial 
reports  for  the  purpose  of 
legal  development  of  the 
country  during  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  third  annivers- 
ary of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  placed  its  is- 
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sues  at  the  disposal  of  the 
judges  and  individuals  in- 
terested. This  pamphlet  con- 
sists of  a  number  of  final 
decisions  made  by  the  co- 
urts on  important  issues 
filed.  The  decisions  were 
organised  in  a  special  way 
by  subject  matter. 

The  establishment  of  the 
Office  Of  Judicial  Reports 
within  the  framework  of 
the  Department  of  Judicial 
Studies  and  Research  is  a 
new  and  effective  step  to- 
wards the  legal  developm- 
ent Of  the  country  atid  or- 
ganising judicial  precedents. 

The  office  will  continue 
its  activity  to  achieve  the 
following  aims: 

1 —  Preparation  of  regul- 
ations pertaining  to  the  pu- 
blication of  judicial  reports 
whose  draft  has  already 
been  drawn  and  is  ready 
to  pass  through  legal  chan- 
nels. 

2—  Pubhghing  volumes  11 
and  III  of  the  Judicial  re- 
ports. 

3 —  Collection  of  legislati- 
on matters,  preparation  of 
indices  of  subject  matters, 
and  presentation  of  these 
matters  to  the  Library  of 
Judiciary  for  use  by  the  sch- 
olars and  researchers. 

4 —  Studying  a  project  for 
the  establishment  of  a  sm- 
all and  economical  printing 
house  to  meet  urgent  needs 
of  the  judiciary  specially 
the  Department  of  Judicial 
Studies  and  research.  Pre- 
liminary   measures  on  this 


project  are  nearing  comp- 
letion and  practical  measu- 
res in  this  connection  will 
be  taken  in  the  near  future. 

In  the  field  of  Cultural 
Relations. 

In  order  to  further  theo- 
retical and  practical  stud- 
ies of  the  professional  and 
administrative  personnel  of 
the  Judiciary  the  Office  of 
Cultural  Relations  establ- 
ished within  the  framework 
of  the  Department  of  Judi- 
cial Studies  and  Research, 
has  made  great  strides  to 
prepare  favour  ground  for 
the  Judicial  personnel  to 
receive  further  studies  and 
training  in  the  friendly  co- 
untries and  to  observe  th- 
eir legal  systems  with  the 
object  to  pave  the  way  for 
meeting  the  national  and 
progressive  goals  of  the  Re- 
pubhc  of  Afghanistan.  Jt 
has  therefore  contacted  va- 
rious friendly  countries 
and  international  organisa- 
tions through  the  Ministr- 
ies of  Foreign  Affairs  and 
Planning  and  has  made  ev- 
ery effort  to  secure  educa- 
tion and  observation  scho- 
larships and  fellowships. 

In  1355  a  number  of  offi- 
cials and  judges  were  pro- 
vided with  the  opportunity 
to  receiving  training  abr- 
oad in  their  field  of  spec- 
ialisation. Some  of  these 
officials  are  still  busy  stu- 
dying abroad. 

A.  Following  is  the  list  of 
persons  sent  abroad  for 
training  during  the  year 
1355: 
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U.S.A.  —  4  persons  for 
training  and  observation. 

Japan  —  3  persons  under 
three-month  training  prog- 
ram. 

Britain  —  1  person  under 
educational  program. 

Turkey  —  1  person  under 
educational  program. 

USSR  —  2  persons  to  att- 
end a  conference. 

Republic  of  Egypt  —  1 
person  under  a  U.N.  pro- 
gram. 

Federal  Republic  of  Ger- 
many —  1  person  at  the  of- 
ficial invitation  of  FRG  go- 
vernment. 

B.  Following  is  the  list  of 
those  returned  home  after 
receiving  training  abroad: 

U.S.A. — 2  persons. 

Australia  —  2  persons. 

Japan  —  3  persons. 

USSR  —  2  persons. 

India  —  1  person. 

West  Germany  —  3  per- 
sons. 

France  —  1  person. 

Following  is  the  list  of 
candidates  introduced  to 
training  programs  but  their 
acceptance  has  not  been  re- 
ceived so  far: 

1—  Australia  —  3  persons. 

2 —  Egypt  —  3  persons. 

3—  United  Nations  —  4 
persons. 

4— Turkey  — 1  person. 

5 —  Belgium  —  2  persons. 

6 —  Britain  —  4  persons. 

7— U.S.A.  —  4  persons. 
Publishing  activities  of 

the  Judiciary. 

With  the  present  person- 
nel of  the  PubHcation  Offi- 
ces of  the    Judiciary  the 


needs  of  the  Judiciary  were 
not  met  in  1355.  The  org- 
anisational structure  of  this 
office  was  therefore  revised 
with  the  object  to  expand 
it  so  as  the  future  tasks  of 
this  office  will  be  perform- 
ed satisfactorily  and  desir- 
ably. 

The  Qaza  magazine  is  a 
specialized  publication  of 
the  Judiciary  which  puts  out 
useful  judicial  and  legal 
matters  to  its  readers  spe- 
cially judges,  attorney  ge- 
nerals, teachers  and  stud- 
ents of  law  and  jurisprud- 
ence and  other  interested 
persons. 

This  m.agazine  published 
the  following    during  1355: 

1 —  Enforced  laws  of  the 
country  for  information 
of  the  judges  and  interest- 
ed readers. 

2—  Judicial  circulars  des- 
patched to  respective  courts. 

3 —  Coverage  of  Judicial 
and  administrative  activit- 
ies carried  out  in  the  capi- 
tal as  well  as  provinces. 

4 —  Scholarly  written  ar- 
ticles in  Dari,  Pashtu,  Ar- 
abic and  English. 

5 —  Judicial  interviews. 
Organisation  of  the  acti- 
vities of  the  Library: 

Equipped  with  books  and 
publications  in  the  field  of 
law  and  legal  matter  in 
Dari,  Pashtu,  English  and 
German  languages,  the  Li- 
brary of  the  Judiciary  is 
well  prepared  to  serve  the 
judicial  and  administrative 
officials  and  further  their 
studies  and  legal  knowledge. 
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It  is  expected  that  it  will 
provide  other  necessary  fa- 
cilities including  photo- 
copy machine,  glass  booths, 
and  other  needed  equipm- 
ent in  the  future. 

Following  is  the  brief  su- 
mmery Of  the  activities  car- 
ried out  by  the  Library  of 
the  Judiciary: 

1—  Distribution  of  legal 
and    jurisprudence  books 
for  urgent  and    daily  use 
of  the  judges  and  officials 
according  to  an  official  time 
table, 

2 —  Organising  an^  clas- 
sifving  of  328  volumes  of 
books  in  foreign  languages 
contributed  by  the  cultural 
institutions  and  individuals 
concerned.  These  books  and 
pubb'cations  were  classified 
on  the  basis  of  their  subject 
matters  and  serial  numbers. 

3—  Distribution  of  books, 
magazines,  and  newspapers 
and  guidance  of  users  of  li- 
brarv  according  to  the  offi- 
cial time  table  prepared. 

4 —  Distribution  of  mem- 
bership cards  to  25  persons 
who  are  elidble  for  using 
the  library  according  to  the 
Librarv  Resrulations. 

5—  Preparation  of  catalo- 
me  cards  for  298  volumes 
of  books  gifted  to  the  Lib- 
rary of  Judiciary. 

6—  Preparation  of  a  list 
for  300  volumes  of  legal 
books  in  Arabic  which  are 
sfoinor  to  be  Durchased  for 
the  Judicial  Library  by  the 
cultural  organisations. 

7 —  Making    collections  of 


newspapers,  magazines  and 
other  periodicals  published 
in  the  country  and  comple- 
ting the  collection  of  offi- 
cial gazette  and  Qaza  Ma- 
gazine for  interested  read- 
ers. 

8 — Distribution  of  197  vo- 
lumes of  books  to  persons 
holding  the  membership  of 
the  library. 

Third— Brief  Summary 
of  the  activities  carried  out 
by  the  Judicial  Investigati- 
ons Department: 

The  reason  behind  the 
establishment  of  this  dep- 
artment is  to  investigate 
and  probe  into  the  judicial 
anci  administrative  activit- 
ies carried  out  bv  the  courts 
throughout  Afghanistan  so 
that  thev  should  perform 
their  duties  in  accordance 
with  the  reauirements  and 
dict^^tes  of  law  and  legal 
procedures. 

Following  is    the  brief 
summarv  of  the  activities 
carried  out  by  the  Judicial 
In^^e^^tip^ation  Department 
durin^f  the  year  1355: 

1—  B5  files  were  investig- 
ated and  comnleted  about 
the  wrongs  done  bv  the  ju- 
ds^es  auri  administrative  of- 
ficials of  the  Judiciary. 

2 —  21  cases  were  hand- 
led bf^arinj?  the  verdicts  of 
the  His^h  Court  of  Judges. 

3 —  21  files  investigated 
and  probed  into  by  the  In- 
vestifi^ation  Department  we- 
re decided  upon  by  the  res- 
pective courts. 

4 —  14  cases  of  the  judges 
and  administrative  officials 
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of  the  Judiciary  which  had 
been  completed  outside  the 
Investigation  Department 
were  inspected    a'nd  inves- 
tigated by  this  department. 

5—  28  cases  are  being  de- 
alt with  but  have  not  been 
completed  yet. 

6—  -36  suspicious  docum- 
ents are  under  the  investi- 
gation of  the  Investigation 

Department. 

7 —  11  suspecious  docum- 
ents have  been  investigated 

8—  Final  verdicts  issu- 
ed on  59  files  of  judges  and 
judicial  administrative  offi- 
cials were  carried  out  and 
the  revenue  resulting  from 
the  fines  imposed  and  cash 
penalty  was  transfered  to 
the  governme'nt  budget. 

9__73  files  of  judges  and 
Judicial  administrative  of- 
ficials were  shelved  in  the 
Judiciary  archives  after  th- 
ey passed  the  legal  chann- 
els. 

10—  29  files  of  the  jud- 
ges and  judicial  administra- 
tive officials  which  have 
received  court's  decisions 
are  under  action  for  perse- 
cution. 

11__41  files  have  been 

sent  to  the  respective  au- 
thority for  adjudication  but 
no  decision  has  been  so  far 
issued  on  them. 

Fourth—  Brief  summary 
of  the  activities  carried  out 
by  the  Documents  Regist- 
ration Department  in  org- 
anising and  registering  le- 
gal documents: 

Registration  of  Docum- 
ents : 


With  the  realization  and 
understanding  of  the  fact 
that  legal  documents  and 
their  registration  i'n  the 
official  books  play  an  im- 
portant role  in  the  conso- 
lidation of  relations  betw- 
een people  and  in  preven- 
tion of  the  occurrance  of 
claims  and  in  protection  of 
the  individual  rights. 

The  Documents  Registr- 
ation Department  is  the  ce- 
ntral office  for  taking  care 
Of  and  organising  registrati- 
on affairs  of  the  Judiciary 
and  for  guiding  the  respect 
ive  offices  of  courts  entru- 
sted with  registration  of 
legal  documents. 

The  registration  of  legal 
documents    during  the  year 
1355  took  place  on  the  basis 
of  a  special  reform  system. 
To  prevent    troubles  exp- 
erienced by  the  people  in 
registering  their    legal  do- 
cuments new  registration  of- 
fices   were  established  in 
the  Shakar  Dara,  Kohesta'n, 
Puli-Khumri  and  Andkhoy 
woleswalis    within  the  fra- 
mework of  the  Documents 
Registration  Department. 

The  activities  of  the  Do- 
cuments Registration  De- 
partment carried  out  in  1355 
may  be  summarised  as  fol- 
lows : 

A.  Studying  proposals  ma- 
de with  respect  to  the  ser- 
vice commissions  to  be  le- 
vied on  registering  legal 
documents  and  providing  of 
ficial  answers  a'nd  instruc- 
tions accordingly. 
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B.  Receiving  and  study-  by  the  p( opie  having  files 
ing  reports  sent  by  the  res-  with  the  courts  and  the  co- 
pective  courts  and  offices  niplaints  made  thereby  are 
on  the  registration  of  legal  ha'ndled  in  accordance  with 
documents.  the  provisions  of  law. 

C.  Handling    petitions  ad-  Following  are  the  duties 
vanced  with  regard  to    the  of  the  offices  functioning 
marriage  and  divorce     and  under  the  Judicial  Secreta- 
other  documents  of  the  re-  riat  and  Inspecting  Depart- 
al  and  legal    persons  in  ac-  nient: 

cordance  with  the  legislated  1- Petitions     Office:  Is 

laws  and  regulations  of  the  responsible  to  hear  compla- 

rats  cmd  handle  petitions 

D.  Preliminary  study  and  stemmed  from  criminal,  ci- 
tollowing  up  of  the  constru-  vil,  commercial,  family  ri- 
ction  project  of  well  equi-  ghts  cases  and  other  claims 
pped  warehouses  in  the  Loy  filed  with  the  courts. 
Woleswalies  and  provinces  2  -  -Inspecting  Directora- 
for  preservation  of  the  leg-  N> :  Has  the  duty  to  keep 
al  documents.  Similarly  all  information  and  reports 
preliminary  study  was  ma-  received  and  to  probe  into 
de  for  construction  of  a  ce-  circumstances  and  conditi- 
ntral  warehouse  to  keep  o'ns  prevailing  and  then  to 
a'nd  shelve  copies  of  thts  either  confirm  the  reports 
legal  documents.  received  or  reject  them  on 

Fifth  —  Summary  of   the  the  account  of  non-existen- 

activities  carried  out  by  the  ce  of    the    conditions  and 

Judicial     Secretariat     and  the  situation     reported  ab- 

Inspecting  Department:  out  the  acts  of  the  judicial 

The  main  objective  behind  personnel, 
the  establishment  of  this 

department  is  to     have     a  The  activities    carried  by 

complete  awareness  of    co-  this     department    can  be 

urt  situation  and  the  attitu-  suinmarised  as  follows: 

des  of  judicial     personnel  1—10.000    petitions  were 

towards  the    claimants.  Any  studied  and  handled, 

wrong  acts  and    violations  2    4054    cases  of  inspec- 

made  by  the  personnel  or  tion  were  studied  and  dealt 

judicial    offices    concerned  with. 

may  be  investigated  by  this  3-  3881  miscellaneous  ca- 

department  and  the    causes  ses  werc^  handled, 

and  factors  led  to  negligen-  4    496  cases  of  secretar- 

ce  and  violation  may  be  so-  ial  work  were  handled, 

ught  thereupon.  In  some  ca-  The  summary  of  the  ac- 

ses  the  courts  and  the  res-  tivities  carried  out  by  the 

pective  offices  are     given  Adnrinistrative  Departm- 

direction  and  in  some  other  ent  of  the  Judiciary  in  or- 

rases  petitions     forwarded  i^anisino  administrative  and 
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accounting  affairs: 

The  High  Judiciary  perf- 
ormed the  following  adm- 
inistrative jobs  through  its 
Administrative  Department 
which  consists  of  Account- 
ing and  Budget,  General 
S e r V ice*  and  Con s t r u ct i o'n 
Offices : 

1  -  1  m  pi ementation  of  the 
ordinary  and  development 
budgets  for  the  year  1355 
and  despatch  of  the  first 
quarter  allotment  to  the 
lourts  according  to  the  ap- 
proved budget. 

2— Preparation  of  the  or- 
dinary and  development  bu- 
dgets of  the  Judiciary  for 
1355  in  line  with  the  needs 
and  financial  possibilities  of 
the  state. 

3  Appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee and  taking  necess- 
rny  measures  to  impleme'nt 
the  seven  year  plan  of  the 
Judiciary  according  to  the 
opinions  and  report  of  the 
Department  of  Studies  and 
llesearch  which  had  been 
sent  to  the  Ministries  of 
Planning'  and  Finance  th- 
Tough  the  Administrative 
Department. 

4  -Receiving  expenses 
leports  from  the  courts 
and  comparing  them  with 
the  approved  budget  esti- 
mates and  controlling  the 
assets  and  property  with 
due  consideration  to  reason- 
able needs. 

5 — Determining  the  arr- 
ears and  preparing  the  list 
of  arrears  and  referring  it 
to  the  departments  concern- 


ed and     taking  necessary 

measures  to  collect  the 
a  I  rears. 

6-  Completion  of  the  co- 
nstruction work  of  four 
living  complex  and  four  of- 
fice buildings  for  provincial 
and  woleswali  courts  and 
completion  of  20  percent 
of  the  construction  work  of 
incomplete  living  complex 
and  of  court  buildings. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  re- 
maining construction  work 
will  be  completed  in  the 
near  next  years  and  the 
buildings  be  commissioned. 

Brief  summary  of  the 
activities  carried  out  by  the 
Judiciary  Personnel  Dep- 
artment in  organising  per- 
sonnel affairs. 

I — Taking  necessary  ac- 
tions in  giving  promotion 
and  salary  raise  to  250  jud- 
ges and  administrative  of- 
ficials of  the  judiciary. 

2_-Preparation  of  retire- 
ments cards  to  20  judges 
and  administrative  officials 
whose  term  of  office  were 
terminated. 

3 —  Handling  a  good  deal 
of  petitions    and  requests 

made  by  the  judges  and 
administrative    offices  for 
their  transfer. 

4 —  ]S[ew    booking  system 
which  had  been  formulated 
in  1354  according    to  the 
new  booking    methods  was 
implemented  in  1355. 

5 —  More  than  400  prop- 
erty registration  forms  we- 
re newly  distributed  to  ju- 
dges and  judiciary  officials. 

6—  ~Coupons  were  distri- 
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biited  to  the  deservi'ng  ju- 
dges and  officials  and  the 
monthly  salaries  were  gi- 
ven away  to  all  the  judicial 
employees.  Employees'  at- 
tendance was  controlled  in 
accordance  with  the  provi- 


sions of  law. 

7— Other  personnel  aff- 
airs which  are  withrn  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Depart- 
ment were  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  law. 
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Miniatry  of  Agriculture 


During    the    year  1355, 

which  was  the  first  year  of 
I  he     Se  ven     Year  Econo- 
mic and  Social  Developm- 
ent Plan  of  the  Republican 
State,  the   Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture just  like  other  go- 
vernmental organisations 
achieved  considerable  pro- 
gress  in  its  various  fields 
of  activities.  A  brief  desc- 
ription of  the  activities  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
during  the  above  period  fo- 
llows: 

As  a  result  of  proper  gui- 
dance of  the  Agriculture 
Development  and  Extens- 
ion Department  of  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Agriculture,  agri- 
culture productions  are  in- 
creasing in  the  country. 
During  the  year  1355,  pro- 
duction of  grains  rose  to 
4.61  millions  tons;  fruits 
to  910  thousand  tons;  and 
vegetable  to  740  thousand 
tons.  Cotton  and  sugar  beet 
have  been  produced  in  cot- 
ton ginning  and  press  fac- 
tories and  Raghlan  Sugar 
Mill.  These  factories  have 
outpassed  their  production 
capacities.  Also  68501  fr- 
uit-bearing and  decorative 
sapplings  have  been  distri- 
buted to  the  orcharders  and 
farmers  along  with  469  tons 


plant  seeds. 

During  the  year  1355  a 
total  number  of  1475  Aria- 
na  ploughs,  macadamisation 
machines  and  various  kinds 
of  agriculture  tools  and  eq- 
uipment were  distributed  to 
the  farmers.  In  order  to 
further  guide  farmers  in 
the  art  of  cultivation,  1466 
experimental  plots  of  wh- 
eat, cotton  and  rice  have 
been  established  in  agric- 
ultural farms.  In  order  to 
find  out  better  quality  of 
production  the  research  ce- 
ntre has  carried  out  180 
experimentations  on  vari- 
ous kinds  of  plants,  grains 
and  vegetable. 

Similarly  grafting  of  44200 
i  ruit  bearing  trees  was  un- 
dertaken during  the  above 
period,  by  the  same  resear- 
ch centre  along  with  the 
distribution  of  8666  fruit- 
bearing  sapplings.  A  total 
of  6638  experimentations 
have  been  done  in  the  agri- 
cultural laboratory  on  se- 
veral kinds  of  chemical 
and  physical  aspects  of 
water,  soil  and  plant. 

4.2    million  fruit-bearing 
and  non-fruit  bearing  trees 
have  been  protected  agai- 
nst insecticide   by  the  plant 
preservation  project.  Simi- 
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President     of  Afghan 


Co- 
Depu- 


Chemical  Fertiliser 
mpany  and  USAID 
ty  Director  in  Kabiil 
ing  hands  after  signing  the 

agree ment  pert ai n ing  t o 
USATD  grant-in-aid   to  the 

company  on  .lannary  17. 
1977. 


■::--A'-'-!S^.':\'';.^ 


President  of  the  He- 
rat Livestock  Company  and 
representative  of  the  Ch- 
isholm    Company    of  Aus- 


signmg  the  agreement 
pertaining  to  the  manage- 
ment Of  the  second  part  of 
ivestack  breeding  develop^ 
ment  of  Ghor,  Badghis  and 
Fa^ah  provi'nces  on  April 
1977. 


9" 


m 


larly  1.2  million  hectar  of 
lands  have  been  protected 
agaiTist  locust  by  the  same 
project. 

The  Forests  and  Pastures 
Department  of  the  Minist- 
ry of  Agriculture  has  pre- 
pared the  coloured  designs 
of  forests  and  pasture  lands 
of  the  country  and  under- 
took the  plantation  work 
of  15v5691  sapplings  in  cen- 
tre  and  provinces. 

Similarly  612  kinds  of  pl- 
ant seeds  have  been  culti- 
vated along  with  cultivati- 
on of  pistachio  seeds  at  43 
thousand  plastic  sacks.  Al- 
so 50  thousand  contours  has 
been  established  at  the  to- 
tal area  of  350  jeribs  in 
Samangan  province.  The 
Department  has  also  pre- 
pared the  names  of  various 
kinds  of  mushrooms  with 
collection  of  a  number  of 
new  plants. 

The  Department  has  also 
taken  preservation  and 
protection  measures  in  all 
forests  and  pastures  areas 
of  the  country.  The  Depart- 
ment has  fixed  392  thousand 
jeribs  of  land  for  pastures 
in  Fariab  province  and 
collected  statistics  on  past- 
ures in  Badakhshan,  Jauz- 
jan,  Ghazni  and  Urozgan 
provinces. 

During  the  year  1355, 
the  Veterinary  and  Animal 
Husbandry  projects  prote- 
cted,  examined  and  treat- 
ed 6  million  animals  against 
pestidde.  The  number  of 
clinics  on  animal  diseases 
increased  to  26.  During  this 


period,  6.5  million  doses  of 
vaccines;  122  thousand  lit- 
res of  milk  were  pro- 
duced in  Bagrami  and  Bene 
Hesar  animal  husbandry 
farms.  Also  49  tons  cheese 
a'nd  butter;  forty-nine 
tons  eggs;  836  thousands 
chickens,  333  thousand, 
silk  cocons;  and  2600  kg. 
honey  have  been  produced 
in  other  veterinary  and  ani- 
mal husbandry  projects  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

During  the  year  1355,  the 
number  of  agriculture  and 
animal  husbandry  coopera- 
tives rose  to  102.  The  Mi- 
nistry has  provided  assist- 
ance for  the  export  of  1980 
tons  raisins  and  700  tons 
pomegranates  to  foreign  co- 
untries. These  items  were 
the  products  of  the  above 
cooperatives.  Similarly  the 
Ministry  has  assisted  these 
cooperatives  in  the  sale 
of  their  cotton  to  the  Cott- 
on Ginning  and  Press  Com- 
pany of  Mazari  Sharif. 

The  Ministry  has  provi- 
ded 13  million  afghanis  lo- 
an to  13  above  cooperati- 
ves which  are  considered  to 
be  more  active  in  their  fun- 
ctioning. Also  equivalent 
of  16.6  afs.  chemical  ferti- 
liser, sulphur  and  improved 
seeds  have  been  distribut- 
ed to  them.  The  Agriculture 
Development  Bank  has  re- 
cently opened  credit  line 
for  the  cooperatives  of  Ka- 
bul. The  Bank  has  provid- 
ed a  total  amount  of  afs. 
726  million  credit  as  well  as 
payment  in  cash  to  the  far- 
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liierh.  iii  addition  to  distrib- 
ution of  other  items.  227 
agriculture  tractors  and  54 
vvaterpumps  of  different  si- 
zes and  powers  have  been 
given  to  the  farmers  by 
the  Bank. 

The  Nangarhar  Valley 
Development  Authority  has 
included  'new  citrus  and  oli- 
ve orchards  in  its  farms  of 
26  of  Saratan,  Jamthouriat 
and  Hadda  at  the  total  area 
of  120  hectar  lands.  Plan- 
tation of  sapplings  at  cit- 
rus and  olive  orchards  ha- 
ve been  done  at  33  and  823 
hectars  of  lands  respective- 
ly. 

T260  tons  olive  and  4512 
tons  citrus  have  been  colle- 
cted last  year.  Also  280  fa- 
milies of  honey  bee  are  kept 
in  the  project  which  prod- 
uced 2434  kg.  of  honey  last 
vear.  Likewise  1047  tons 
milk  and  23. G  tons  meat 
have  been  produced  in  the 
Regional  Developme*nt  Pr- 
oject of  Pakthia  province. 
Tn  addition  16  million  fruit 
bearinj?  and  non-fruit  bea- 
^I'ng  sapplings  have  been 
planted  there.  Nurseries 
have  been  established  at 
an  area  of  165  hectars  of 
land,  grafting  of  65000  fr- 
uit bearing  and  non-fruit 
bearing  trees,  done  in  the 
project.  Collection  of  63 
kg.  of  olive  fruit,  establish- 
ment of  825  experimental 
plots,  distribution  of  397  ve- 
getable sapplings  and  dis- 
tribution of  64.5  thousand 
pockets  of    vegetable  seeds 


to  the  farmers    are  other 
activities  of  the  project  du- 
ring the  year  1355. 

Similarly  11945  chick- 
ens; 20971  eggs  have  been 
produced  there.  24403  lit- 
res milk  was  produced;  40 
thousand  animals  were  pro- 
tected against  animal  dis- 
eases in  the  above  project. 

Under  the  Konarha  De- 
velopment Project,  forests 
have  been  protected  at  an 
area  of  90  thousand  hectar 
of  lands;  135  thousand  he- 
ctars of  land  were  undert- 
aken for  the  plantation  of 
fruit  bearing  and  non-fruit 
bearing  sapplings;  170  ex- 
perimental plots  were  es- 
tablished; 1010  sapplings 
were  planted  and  104  tho- 
usand animals  were  protec- 
ted against  diseases. 

During  the  year  1355, 
the  Ministry  of  Agricultu- 
re set  up  a  new  departm- 
etit  entitle^  Afghan  Seeds 
Company  which  helps  far- 
mers in  production  of  im- 
proved seeds.  This  Depart- 
ment after  inception  began 
production  of  improved  see- 
ds in  various  farms  such  as 
Tarnak  of  Kandahar  pro- 
vince and  Marja  of  Helm- 
and  pro\dnce. 

During  the  year  1355,  30 
thousand  tons  improved  see- 
ds of  wheat,  cotton  and  su- 
gar beet  and  vegetable  have 
been  distributed  throusfh 
va^^ious  departments  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  to 
farmers  throughout  the  co- 
untry. 
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The  Afghan  Chemical  Fer- 
tiliser Company  distributed 
a  tBtal  ^ount  of  82  thou- 
sxmi  tons  cheoncal  fertili- 
ser to  the  farmers  of  the 
roitritry.  Similarly  the  Com- 
pany sold  equivalent  of  afs. 
19  million  pesticide  and  in- 
seetiddes,  to  the  farmers. 

Herat  Animal  Husbandry 
Project  has  provided  a  to- 
tal amount  of  43.8  million 
afghanis  credit  to  the  far- 
mers through  Agricultural 
Development  Bank.  The 
Mi'nistry  has  also  taken  ne- 
cessary steps  for  the  deve- 
lopment of  animal  husban- 
dry activities  in  the  coun- 
try so  that  animals  must  be 


protected  against  any  dise- 
ases. In  this  connection  277 
thousand  doses  of  various 
kivids  of  vaccines  have  been 
distributed  to  the  animal 
breeders.  At  present  1146 
sheep  are  kept  in  various 
farms  of  the  Animal  Husb- 
andry Project  of  Herat 
province. 

The  Land  Reforms  Law 
was  put  into  implementati- 
on during  the  year  1355.  At 
present  Land  Reforms  Law 
is  being  implemented  in 
17  provinces  of  the  coun- 
try. More  than  350  thou- 
s<md  faj  fliers  completed 
their  declaration  forms. 
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President  of  Livestock  Development  Co.  of  Herat  Eng.  Abdul  Habib  Seraj 
and  Management  Counsellor  of  Auto  Dacio  Co.  of  Romania  signing  the  accord  c 
purchasing  of  42  vehicles    in  Kabul  on  May  12,  1977. 


President  of  the    Planning  Department  of  the  Mi  nistry  of  Agriculture  Ab- 
dul Majid  and  the  Econom.  ic  Counsellor  of  the  Soviet    Embassy  in  Kabul  Boris  Ti- 
tov  signing  the  agreement  on  purchasing  of  equipmen  t  for  the  olive  processings 
plant  in  April  1977. 


The  Afghan  and  Soviet 
representatives  signing  the 
agreement  on 
of  equipment  for 
Sharif  Chemical 
and  Thermo-Power  Pla'nts 
on  July  25,  1977. 


purchase 

Mazar-i- 
Fertiliser 


President  of  Veterinary 
Dept.  and  head  of  Soviet 
delegatio'n  exchanging  do- 

relat- 
the 
on  Oct. 


cuments  on  protocol 

to  cooperation  in 
field  of  veterinary 


26.  1977 


Ministry  of  Higher 

Education 


The  Ministry  of  Higher 
Education  was  formed,  at 
the  wil]  of  the  leader  of  the 
revolution,  and  the  Presid- 
ent of  the  Republic  of  Afg- 
hanistan at  the  end  of  1355. 

This  Ministry  was  establi- 
shed with  the  following  ob- 
jectives in  mind: 

Development  of  positive 
and  sound     attitudes  and 
traits  in  the  youth  in  accor- 
dance  with  the  objectives  of 
the  revolution  of  Saratan 
26,  1352,  and  the  national 
and  cultural  values  of  our 
people.  Training  of  talented 
youth  in  various  scie'ntific, 
technician  and  profession- 
al fields  at  higher  levels; 
development  and  strength- 
ening of  the  spirit  of  nati- 
onal unity,  sense  of  respon- 
sibility,    selfreliance,  and 
the  power  of  taking  decis- 
ions in  the  youth;  estabhsh- 
ment  and  organisation  of 
high     research  institutes, 
and  active    participation  in 
development  of  the  scien- 
ces. 

Eventhough  a  short  period 
has  elapsed  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Ministry  of 
Higher  Education,  attempts 
have  been  made  to  coordi- 


nate the  operations  and  re- 
lations of  the  newly  estab- 
lished department,  and  the 
departments  and  institutes 
which  have  been  detached 
from  the  Ministry  of  Edu- 
cation, and  become  a  part 
Of  the  Ministry  of  Higher 
Education,  such  as  the  tea- 
cher training  colleges,  and 
institutes,  so  that  the  gro- 
und is  rendered  more  ferti- 
le and  conducive  to  meanin- 
gful growth  and  developm- 
ent of  higher  learning  and 
education  in  our  country. 

In  the  first  place  the  bu- 
dget of  the  Ministry  was 
prepared  with  due  consid- 
eration to  the  real  needs 
and  requirements,  and  ma- 
king every  possible  saving 
in  expenditure,  and  refra- 
ining from  establishment  of 
unnecessary  sections  and 
divisions,  and  organisatio- 
nal inflation.  The  budget 
thus  prepared  was  appro- 
ved by  the  authorities  con- 
cerned, and  became  opera- 
tional from  the  month  of 
Jauza  of  the  current  Afg- 
han year. 

Included  in  the  organis- 
ational set  up  of  the  Minis- 
try Of  Higher  Education,  ap^ 
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art  from  the  University  of 
Kabul,  the    Medical  Colle- 
ge of  Nangarhar  Universi- 
ty, and  the    Teacher  Train- 
I'lig  Colleges  and  institutes 
which  have  been  transferr- 
ed to  this  ministry  from  the 
Ministry  of  Education,  are 
the  administrative  depart- 
ment, the  foreign  liaison 
department     and  cultural 
affairs,  the    planning  dep- 
artment, the  inspection  de- 
partment, and  the  compila- 
tion department,   which  will 
start  its  activities   later  this 
year,  other  departments'  pr- 
esidents have  been  appoin- 
ted, a'nd  they  are  gradually 
recruiting     the  personnel 
they  require,  and  have  be- 
gan functioning. 

The  administrative  dep- 
artment of  the  Ministry  of 
Higher  Education  handles 
ail  admi'nistrative  and  day 
10  day  affairs  of  fourteen 
teachers  academies,  the  Ins- 
titute of  Industrial  Manage- 
ment, the  Institute  of  Acc- 
ou'nting  and  the  Institute  of 
Agriculure,    since  their  att- 
achment to  the  Ministry  of 
Higher  Educatio'n.  The  tea- 
chers academies    and  the 
aforementioned  institutes, 
functioning  within  the  fra- 
mework of  the  Ministry  of 
Higher    Education  now,  ha- 
ve assumed  the  status  of  hi- 
gher and  advanced  i'nstitu- 
tes  of  learning.    During  the 
Seven  Year  Plan  period  five 
new  teacher    training  insti- 
tutions will  be  established 
of  which  four  were  opened 
I'll  1355  in  Helmand,  Saman- 


gan,  Takhar  and  Fariab  pr- 
ovinces. The  four  new  insti- 
tutes along  with  those  pre- 
viously established  admit- 
ted students  who  had  passed 
Kabul  University  entrance 
examinations. 

I'n  accordance  with  the 
needs  for  teachers  in  prim- 
ary schools  the  teachers  tra- 
ining institutions    will  ad- 
mit yearly  more  than  three 
thousand  students.  The  Roa- 
shan  Institute  will  admit  150 
students,  the  Sayed  Jaraa- 
luddin  Institute  will  admit 
450  students,  the  Teacher 
Training  Institute  of  Pak- 
thia  will  admit  250  students, 
the  Teacher  Training  Ins- 
titute of  Parwan  will  admit 
190  students,  the  Teacher 
Training  rnstitute  of  Kun- 
duz  wilf  admit  200  students; 
the  Teacher  Training  Insti- 
tute of  Herat  will  admit  310 
students,  the  Teacher  Tra- 
ining Institute  of  Balkh  will 
admit  380  students,  the  Tea- 
cher Training    Institute  of 
Nangarhar  will  admit  four 
hundred  students,    the  Tea- 
cher Training  Institute  of 
Kandahar  will  admit  390 
students,  the  Helmand  Tea- 
cher Training  Tnstitute  will 
admit  240  students,  the  Ta- 
khar Teacher    Training  In- 
stitute will  admit  200  stud- 
ents, the  Samangan  Teach- 
er Training    Institute  200 
students,  a'nd     the  Fariab 
Teacher   Training  Institute 
will  enroll     two  hundred 
students. 

Fifteen  graduates  of  high 
schools,  after  successfully 
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passing  Kabul  University 
entrance  examinaticn  were 
<mrolled  in  special  courses 
at  the  Teacher  Training  Aca- 
demy to  be  trained  as  kin- 
dergarten teachers.  The  cu- 
rricula of  the  teacher  tra- 
ining academies  and  the 
textbooks  either  written  or 
translated  for  these  insti- 
tutions are  now  under  re- 
view of  a  special  authorita- 
tive committee.  After  the 
completion  of  the  review, 
necessary  revisions  will  be 
incorporated  in  the  books, 
and  put  at  the  disposal  of 
the  teachers  training  aca- 
demies. 

The  curricula  and  func- 
tioning of  the  Institute  of 
Industrial  Management,  the 
Institute  of  Accounting  and 
the  Institute  for  Training 
i'li  Agriculture  are  also  un- 
der review,  and  it  is  propo- 
sed that  like  other  institu- 
tions of  higher  learning  and 
the  teachers  training  aca- 
demies, the  semester  sys- 
tem also  be  introduced  in 
the  above-mentioned  three 
institututes. 

in  order  to  raise  the  ac- 
ademic standards  of  mathe- 
matics and  science  teach- 
er5^  a  special  seminar  was 
organised  in  the  Higher 
Teachers  Training  Academy 
of  Kabul  which  was  attend- 
ed by  24  mathematics  and 
science  teachers. 

Tlie  seminar  which  open- 
ed on  Jauza  28,  1356  was 
designed  to  familiarise  the 
mathematics  and  science 
teachers  with  developments 


in  their  fields. 

The  Foreign  Liaison  and 
Cultural  Relations  Depart- 
ment helped  in  drafting  of 
agreements  pertaining  to 
cooperation  in  the  fields  of 
culture  and  science  betw- 
een the  Republic  of  Afgha- 
nistan, and  Yugoslavia,  Ru- 
mania, and  Iraq.  This  dep- 
artment also  helped  in  pre- 
paring the  ground  for  send- 
ing of  Higher  Education 
Ministry  officials,  universi- 
ty faculty  members,  and 
students  for  further  stud- 
ies and  observations  abroad. 
Students  and  civil  serv- 
ants who  wished  to  go  ab- 
road for  advanced  studies 
at  their  own  expense,  were 
also  helped  by  this  depart- 
ment. The  department  also 
served  a  link  between  scho- 
larship and  fellowship  off- 
ering sources,  and  the  reci- 
pient public  organisations 
and  various  ministries. 

In  accordance  with  the 
instruction  of  the  governm- 
ent the  Ministry  of  Higher 
Education  has  began  coll- 
ection of  information,  and 
has  formed  special  comm- 
ittees, and  held  meetings 
to  prepare  for  the  conven- 
ing of  the  national  science 
seminar  at  the  beginning  of 
jiext  Afghan  year.  The  se- 
minar will  be  organised 
with  the  cooperation  of  UN- 
ESCO in  a  bid  to  develop 
coordination  and  cooperati- 
on among  various  ministr- 
ies for  the  evolvement  of  a 
national  science  policy. 

Within  the  organisation 
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of  the  Ministry  of  Higher 
Education  the  establishment 
of  an  academic  board  is  also 
anticipated.  This  board  will 
be  formed  before  the  end 
of  the  current  Afghan  year. 

The  formation  of  the  bo- 
ard is  seen  as  a  positive 
step  towards  promotion,  im- 
provement a^nd  expansion 
of  scientific  activities  of 
various  institutions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion and  the  University  of 
Kabul.  Serving  on  the  board 
will  be  veteran  and  compe- 
tent faculty  members,  along 
with  others,  to  study  and 
assess  training  and  educa- 
tion in  the  sciences,  and 
offer  consultations  on  pos- 
sible future  actions. 

In  the  area  of  planning 
this  ministry  is  entrusted 
with  the  duty  of  initiating 
developments  in  all  sphe- 
res of  higher  education,  and 
closely  guide  and  supervise 
activities  that  are  to  take 
place  within  the  framework 
of  the  nation's  seven  year 
socio-economic  developm- 
ent plan.  The  carryover  and 
new  projects  included  in 
this  plan  has  created  pos- 
sibilities for  admittance  of 
a  larger  number  of  high 
school  graduates  in  institu- 
tions of  higher  learnings. 

The  concerned  departm- 
ent of  the  Ministry  of  Hig- 
her Education  during  the 
current  year  were  involved 
in  initiating,  preparing  and 
implementation  of  the  fol- 
lowing projects: 

— Expropriation  of  a  nu- 


mber of  private  buildings  in 
the  university  area. 

-  The  Cobalt  60  project. 

—The  Nangarhar  Medic- 
al Faculty  Dormitory  buil- 
dings project. 

— Teaching  materials  pro- 
vision project  for  the 
University  of  Kabul. 

-  The  Mental  Patients' 
Hospital  at  Kabul  Univer- 
sity grounds. 

—The  new  Kabul  Univer- 
sity Faculty  of  Medicine 
buildings. 

—The  Chemistry  Institu- 
te buildings. 

—Nangarhar  Medical  Col- 
lege Hospital  extension  pr- 
oject, under  which  70  new 
beds  will  be  added  to  the 
existing  facilities. 

— Procurement  of  labor- 
atory equipment  and  sup- 
plies for  Kabul  University 
health  institutes  and  hos- 
pitals. 

A  special  committee  was 
assigned  to  probe  the  possi- 
bilities and  potentials  for 
the  expansion  and  develop- 
ment of  Nangarhar  Univer- 
sity, and  establishment  of 
a  number  of  new  colleges 
in  its  framework.  An  acti- 
on plan  was  prepared  and 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry 
of  Planning  for  final  scru- 
tiny and  approval. 

In  the  relatively  short 
period  of  existence  of  the 
Ministry  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion a  plan  for  gathering, 
varification  and  assessm- 
ent and  analysis  of  statist- 
ics relating  to  the  number 


547 


and  category  of  students 
and  faculty  members,  th- 
eir field  of  specialisation, 
in  various  colleges  of  the 
University  of  Kabul  and 
higher  institutions  of  tea- 
cher training  was  prepared 
and  launched,  and  the  work 
has  made  considerable  pro- 
gress. The  processing  of 
this  data  will  enable  us  to 
increase  admittance  in  va- 
rious institutions  of  higher 
learning  in  accordance  with 
the  national  requirements 
for  trained  manpower,  wi- 
th due  consideration  to  the 
teacher-student  ratio,  and 
providing  of  other  facilit- 
ies needed  for  proper  fun- 
ctioning of  the  institutions, 
and  successful  study  by 
the  students. 

The  department  of  cons- 
truction, and  the  foreign 
assistance  department  are 
yet  to  start  their  functions, 
since  their  required  perso- 
nnel have  not  yet  been  rec- 
ruited. The  activation  of 
these  two  departments  will 
enable  the  ministry  to 
expand  its  operations  in 
these  two  vital  areas. 

During  the  year  the  ins- 
pection department  of  the 
Ministry  of  Higher  Educ- 
ation tended  to  36  cases, 
a  number  of  which  were 
forwarded     to  the  court. 

The  Ministry  of  Higher 
Education  hopes  to  succeed 
to  render  ever  greater  ser- 
vices to  the  country  and  the 
society,  in  all  areas  of  kno- 
wledge and  study  and  train- 


ing, in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  our  great  nation- 
al leader. 

TheUniversit  y 
of  Kabul 

Eversince  the  establishm- 
ent of  the  republican  order, 
the  University  of  Kabul,  has 
endeavoured  to  promote  ac- 
ademic studies,  and  maint- 
ain the  highest  standards 
i'n  institutions  of  higher  lea- 
rning in  the  country.  As  the 
foremost  centre  of  profes- 
sional studies,  and  advanced 
academic  studies  the  Unive- 
rsity of  Kabul,  in  the  light 
of  the  expectations  of  the 
people  and  the  country,  has 
attempted  to  impart  the  ki- 
nd of  instruction  and  train- 
ing to  the  youth,  that  w^ill 
really  develop  and  nurtu- 
re their  creative  and  co- 
nstructive aptitudes,  and  pr- 
ovide the  kind  of  trained 
manpower  that  is  essential 
for  successful  pursuit  of 
the  national  development  ta- 
rgets. 

As  the  leader  of  the  revol- 
utio'a  has  accentuated  the 
participation  of  the  youth 
of  the  nation  in  national  re- 
construction and  developm- 
ent efforts,  and  considers  a 
natio'n  fortunate  when  its  vi- 
tal and  important  tasks  are 
performed  by  hard  working 
and  patriotic  young  men 
and  women,  the  University 
of  Kabul,  too,  recognising 
the  need  for  national  unity, 
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and  serving  the  cause  of 
the  greatest  majority  of 
the  people  in  the  country, 
formulates  its  academic  pe- 
rformance and  plans  so  that, 
its  graduates  will  be  able 
to  take  part  energitically, 
devotedly,  and  singleminde- 
dly  in  implementation  of 
the  nation  seven  year  dev- 
elopment plan  which  is  dev- 
ised to  promote  the  wellbe- 
ing  and  prosperity  of  our 
compatriots,  and  so  that  in 
implementation  of  major  in- 
dustrial, agricultural,  a'nd 
other  projects  we  may  rely 
on  our  own  human  resourc- 
es, and  the  need  for  forei- 
gn know  is  eliminated  and 
reduced  to  the  extent  poss- 
ible. 

To  the  University  of  Kab- 
ul development  of  an  iTidi- 
genous  national  capability 
to  conceive,  initiate,  and  im- 
plement all  types  of  deve- 
lopment projects,  and  sche- 
mes implementation  of  whi- 
ch is  esse'ntial  for  securi- 
ng a  decent  standards  of 
living  to  the  masses  of  the 
prople  is  a  vital  and  sacred 
national  mission. 

From  Saratan  1355  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  Unive- 
rsity of  Kabul  embarked 
upon  a  series  of  reform 
and  developmetit  measures, 
a  resume  of  which  follows: 

Faculty  of  Medicine: 

The  faculty  endeavaured 
to  render  its  academic  pr- 
ogram nves  compatible  with 
needs  of  the  time,  the  nati- 
onal requirements,  and  the 
latest  develooments  in  the 
field  of  medicine.  It  organ- 


ised  its   itistruction  and  pr- 
actical training  that  the  fa- 
cilities available  would 
used  maximally. 

New    and  better  instruct- 
ion   and  laboratory  materi- 
als, supplies  and  equipment 
were  put  at  the  disposal  of 
the    faculty  through  gran- 
ts   of  inteiTiational  organis- 
atio'ns,  and  through  procur- 
ements from  the  state  budg- 
et.  The  new   premises  for 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine  is 
under  construction    at  the 
university   grounds  and  con- 
struction   work    has  made 
considerable  progress, 
the  specialised  departmen- 
ts of  the  Faculty    of  Medic- 
l*ne  in  Kabul,  not  only  perf- 
ormed   their    duties    in  so 
for    as   instruction  and  tra- 
ining   is  concerned,  but  al- 
so offers  sought  after  me- 
dical and  health  services  to 
a  number  of  people.  The  pa- 
radisical   departments,  in 
their   own    turn,  offered  sp- 
ecial   services    to  the  publ- 
ic. At  the  deparments  of  ba- 
cteriology apart  from  trai- 
ning courses, 

ousand  special  tests  wer^^ 
carried  out  for  the  patients 
who  had  been  introduced 
to  them  by  Kabul  Univers- 
ity health  institutes,  public 
Health  Ministry  sources, 
and  other  medical  practiti- 
oners. 

The  pathology  departme- 
nt not  only  offered  train- 
ing of  grounds  for  four  cl- 
asses of  the  faculty,  but  al- 
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so  carried  out  746  pathol- 
ogical tests  referred  to  it  by 
various  hospitals  from  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  country. 
In  addition  the  departme- 
nt compiled  and  published 
two    pathology  textbooks. 

The  a'natomy  departme- 
nt provided  laboratory  tr- 
aining for  the  students  of 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine, 
the  nursing  school,  and  the 
vocational  school  of  the  wo- 
men's organisation  of  the 
republic  of  Afghanistan.  It 
also  devoted  special  atte- 
ntion to  step  up  preparat- 
ion and  distribution  of  sl- 
ides needed  for  anatomv 
courses. 

The  pharmacology  depart- 
ment apart  from  conducting 
courses  for  the  third  and  fo- 
urth grades  of  the  college 
of  mediciiie,  conducting  a 
special  course  for  the  first 
grade  students  an  prescript- 
ion writing.  The  course  was 
offered  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  faculty,  in 
a  bid  to  familiarise  the  yo- 
ung doctors  with  prescribing 
medicine  that  are  comp- 
ounded at  the  pharmacy. 

In  addition  a  pharmacol- 
ogy textbook  was  compil- 
ed and  published,  and  ext- 
ensive research  and  studi- 
es were  carried  out  on  a 
number  of  medical  herbs  fo- 
und   in  Afghanistan. 

The    biochemistry  depart- 
ment, apart  from  fulfilling 
its    normal  duties  carried 
out  over   eight  thousand  bl- 
ood, urine,   stomach  secreti- 


ans,  and  narrow  tests. 

The  forensic  medicine  de- 
partments. 

The  forensic  medicine  de- 
partment, over  and  above 
carrying  out  its  instruct- 
ion and  research  duties,  ex- 
amined and  gave  its  asse- 
ssments an  263  criminal  98 
traffic,  420  beating  and  inj- 
ury, 275  age  determination, 
125  sex  offenses,  and 
195  miscellaneous  ca- 
ses referred  to  it  by  the  po- 
lice and  security  sections. 

The  physiology  departm- 
ent was  mostly  engaged 
in  instrnction  and  research, 
but  nonetheless  carried  out 
some  fifty  examinations 
for  patients. 

The  preventive  medicine 
department  also  was  main- 
ly preoccupied  \vith  instr- 
uction and  research,  but  in 
addition  it  engaged  in  spe- 
cial services,  which  are  re- 
viwed    as    follows : 

It  carried  out  physical 
fithess  and  laboratory  exa- 
minations for  all  university 
students.  It  examined  near- 
Iv  3000  patients,  and  vis- 
ited 310  families.  B.C.G.  and 
other  vaccines  were  applied 
on  1375  persons.  Through 
the  Karez  Mir  training  ce- 
ntre, advice  and  guidance 
was    provided  to  numerous 

families. 

The  Law  and  Political  Sci- 
ences Faculty: 

From  Saratan  26,  1355  to 
the  end  of  the  year  the  f ac- 
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uity  of  Law  and  Poiiticai  sc- 
iences has  had  the  follovvi- 
ng   accomplishments : 

The  instructioii  and  ^'xa- 
rainations  system  was  chan- 
ged so  that  they  conform 
to  modern  practices.  The 
year  long  courses  were  divi- 
ded up  to  semesters,  a'nd  ye- 
arly final  'examinations  we- 
re dropped  in  favour  of 
semester  examinations.  Int- 
erseraester  examinations 
were  also  given  regularly. 
A  special  committee  for  as- 
sessment and  supervision  of 
examinations  w^as  formed 
so  that  it  would  tend  to 
problems  faced  by  the  teac- 
hers and  the  students  in  th- 
is context,  and  tend  to  the- 
ir complaints,  as  well  as  tr- 
ying to  incorporate  pertin- 
ent views  and  suggestio'ns 
in    the  system. 

To  induce  students  to  en- 
gage in  research  and  studi- 
es more  extensively,  special 
seminars  and  conferences 
were  organised,  and  the  st- 
udents were  required  to  pr- 
esent papers  in  such  gath- 
erings. Topics  for  study  and 
research  chosen  for  the  gat- 
herings. Topics  for  study  and 
research  chosen  for  the  se- 
minars and  conferences  rel- 
ate to  the  problems  and  re- 
quirements of  the  country. 

Guest  lecturers  were  also 
invited  to  conduct  semina- 
r's    and  take    part    in  the 


conferences,  and  during  13- 
55  one  French  and  one  Am- 
erican guest  professor  le- 
ctured on  legcd  and  judici- 
al issues  for  the  benefit  of 
:  tudents. 

To  render  instruction  in 
the  faculty  more  relevant 
to  the  realities  of  the  time 
and  conditions  in  our  co- 
untry two  new  courses 
on  methodology  and  dev- 
elopment of  public  institu- 
tions were  introduced  to  the 
faculty,  and  students  have 
shown  a  special  interest 
in  these  courses. 

The  ad?ninisiration  of  the 
faculty  io  continuing  its  st- 
udies, and  will  take  further 
measures  to  orient  research 
and  studies  at  the  faculty  to- 
wards problems  and  pros- 
pects in  Afghanistan.  A  sp- 
ecial program  was  prepa- 
red  to  enable  the  students 
to  gain  a  first  hand  know- 
ledge of  the  workings  of  va- 
rious institutions,  and  to  of- 
fer their  views  and  assess- 
ments to  gatherings  of  stud- 
ents with  an  eye  on  imp- 
rovement in  the  functions 
of  the  institutions  observed 
and  visited.  It  is  also  deci- 
ded to  actively  search  the 
view  of  various  ministries 
and  organisations  on  impro- 
vement of  the  organisation 
and  functions  of  the  faculty, 
and  the  instruction  progra- 
m.s  offered  by  it. 

In  the  area  of  publication, 
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the  faculty  continued  to  put 
out  the  Law  Journal.  A  book 
entitled  Introduction  to  the 
Islamic  Legal  System,  and  a 
special  publication  comme- 
morating the  United  Nati- 
ons day  were  also  published 
during  the  period. 

The  faculty  has  a  teaching 
staff  of  31,  of  whom  rdne- 
teen  were  teaching  courses, 
and  12  w-ere  either  stud- 
ying, researciii'ng  or  lectu- 
ring abroad.  In  1355  the  fa- 
culty graduated  100  stud- 
ents, of  which  nine  were 
coeds.  In  the  first  semest- 
er the  student  population 
Of  the  faculty  was  457  and 
in  the  second  s'em.ester  381. 

FACULTY  OF  SCIENCE: 

The  basic  obligation  of 
the  Faculty  of  Science  is 
to  train  teachers  and  exp- 
erts for  the  industries.  En- 
deavours in  this  context 
from  Saratan  until  the  end 
of  1355  entailed.  The  fa- 
culty's prospects  was  re- 
vised, and  now  reauires  stu- 
dents  to  gain  credits  in  both 
major  and  mJnor  subjects. 
The  instructors  were  also 
required  to  keep  a  students 
performance  book,  which 
would  illustrate  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  students  dur- 
ing the  semester.  Lecture 
notes  were  prepared  and 
distributed  to  the  students, 
to  make  their  studies  easier. 

The  affiliation  agreement 
between  the  faculty  of  sci- 
ence of  Kabul  University 
and  the  Faculty  of  Science 
of  the  University  of  Bonn, 


the  Federal  Fvepublic  of 
Germany,  which  terminated 
in  1354,  was  renewed  with 
better  conditions  offered  to 
the  Faculty  of  Science.  In 
accordance  with  this  agree- 
ment joint  research  will  be 
carried  out  on  problems  of 
Afghanistan,  and  a  greater 
number  of  students,  admi- 
nistrators, and  professors 
Ox  the  Faculty  will  visit 
West  Germany  for  study 
aVid  research.  Likewise  lar- 
ger numbers  of  Bonn  Uni- 
versity professors  will  visit 
Kabul  for  work  and  study, 
and  as  guest  lecturers. 

The  nuclear  energy  and 
nuclear  studies  laboratory 
and  courses  were  organis- 
ed, and  faculty  mem.ber 
was  chosen  as  head  of  de- 
partment. For  the  establish- 
ment and  launching  of  a 
nuclear  physics  studies  ce- 
ntre, an  expert  for  the  In- 
ternational Atomic  Energy 
Agency  arrived  in  Afghani- 
stan, and  started  his  acti- 
vities. V/ork  also  progressed 
during  the  period  on  the 
construction  of  the  Cobalt 
60  Fiadiation  Therapy  Cen- 
tre. The  laboratory  was 
provided  to  Afghanistan  by 
Hungary  under  the  auspices 
Of  the  International  Atomic 
Energy  Agency. 

Preparations  for  the  con- 
struction of  new  premises 
for  the  chemistry  institute 
were  finalised  and  complet- 
ed during  the  period.  In  the 
area  of  publication,  apart 
from  continuing    the  publi- 
cation of  the  science  quar- 
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teriy,  the  lecture  notes  for 
ail  courses  were  published, 
and  two  new  textbooks  on 
higher  mathematics  autho- 
red by  two  professors  of  the 
faculty,  w^ere  sent  to  the 
printers. 

Improvementg  were  bro- 
ught in  the  organisation  and 
management  and  collection 
of  Kabul  Zoo,  which  is  att- 
ached to  the  zoology  dep- 
artment of  the  faculty.  Fr- 
om Saratan  26,  1355  until 
the  end  of  the  year  the  re- 
venues of  Kabul  Zoo  amo- 
unted to  three  million  afgh- 
anis,  a  sum  exceeding  the 
income  of  the  whole  of  pre- 
ceding. 

THE  FACULTY  OF  LETTER 
AND  HUMANITIES: 

In  line  with  the  Univers- 
ity Of  Kabul's  plan  for  rai- 
sing academic  standards 
the  Faculty  of  Letters  and 
Humanities  has  embarked 
on  the  following  measures: 

The  plan  for  commence- 
ment of  Dari  and  Pashtu 
studies  at  graduate  level  in- 
itiated in  the  early  days  of 
1355  was  finalised  and  put 
into  effect.  The  regulations 
pertaining  to  enrollment  for 
master's  degree  either  in 
Pashtu  or  Dari  language 
studies  were  prepared  and 
approved  by  the  con- 
cerned authorities,  and  ha- 
ve been  under  implementa- 
tion in  the  current  acade- 
mic year.  The  necessary 
books  for  both  languages 
have  been  collected  at  the 


university  hbrary,  and  the 
professors  to  conduct  gra- 
duate level  Pashtu  and 
Dari  courses  were  designat- 
ed. A  total  of  20  students 
for  master's  degrees  eith- 
er in  Pashtu  or  Dari,  ten  for 
each,  are  to  be  enrolled. 
The  semester  and  credit  sys- 
tem which  was  introduced 
during  the  early  part  of 
1355  in  the  faculty,  were  ex- 
tender to  all  classes  and  co- 
urses, and  the  first  year  co- 
urses were  required  of  all 
faculty  of  Letters  students 
regardless  of  their  project- 
ed major.  The  faculty  con- 
tinued publication  of  Wazh- 
ma  and  Adab  magazines,  and 
published  a  number  of  Dari, 
Pashtu  geography,  history, 
and  philosophy  books  writ- 
ten by  its  professors.  A  nu- 
mber of  books,  prepared  to 
commemorate  renowned  Af- 
ghan scholars  of  the  past, 
in  accordance  with  the  cul- 
tural pohcy  of  the  Repubhc 
of  Afghanistan,  were  also 
published  during  the  year. 
In  1355  the  faculty  gradua- 
ted 317  students  from  its 
various  departments. 

THE  THEOLOGY  FACULTY 
During  the  period  from 
Saratan  26,  1355  to  the  end 
of  the  year,  this  faculty, 
apart  from  carrying  out  its 
normal,  day  to  day  respon- 
sibilities, embarked  intro- 
ducing fundamental  chan- 
ges in  its  performance  in 
line  with  the  nation's  wish- 
es for  a  sound  education  of 
the  younger  generation.  In 
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accordance  with  the  new  re- 
gulations governing  exa- 
minations, the  courses  were 
organised  on  semester  and 
credit  system.  The  studetits 
were  required  to  pass  not 
only  in  final  semester  orga- 
nisations, but  also  in  inter- 
semester  tests,  the  marks 
of  which  should  count  for 
25  percent  of  the  final  gra- 
de. The  professors  of  the 
faculty  actively  engaged  in 
cou'nselling  and  tutoring  to 
help  students  surmount  th- 
eir problems.  They  also  took 
an  active  part  in  the  semi- 
nars and  conferences  orga- 
nised  by  the  faculty. 

The  administration  of  the 
faculty,  in  a  bid  to  better 
achieve  its  target  of  educa- 
tion atid  training  that  is 
relevant,  established  cont- 
acts with  the  authorities  in 
the  Ministry  of  Justice  and 
the  High  Council  of  the 
Judiciary.  As  a  result  of  th- 
ese contacts  the  way  was 
opened  for  practical  work 
and  observation  and  pres- 
ence ill  courts  of  3r(i  and 
fourth  year  students  of  the 
Law  and  Islamic  Fiqh  (Sh- 
aria)  Department.  Students 
of  this  Department  spend 
two  days  in  every  week  on 
such  observations,  and  pra- 
ctical work.  In  views  of  the 
positive  results  achieved 
from  this  experiment,  it  is 
envisaged  that  the  progra- 
the  future,  and  such  parti- 
mme  will  be  maintained  in 
cipatory  studies  will  even 
be  developed  further  in  the 
future. 


During  the  period  a  text 
book  for  advanced  students 
of  Arabic  language  was  pu- 
blished which  will  be  used 
in  the  Faculty  of  Theology 
and  i'n  various  religious 
madrassas.  A  number  of  oth- 
er textbooks  have  also  been 
written  by  the  Faculty  pro- 
fessors and  will  be  publish- 
ed shortly. 

THE  COLLEGE  OF  EN- 
GINEERING : 

The  College  of  Engineer- 
ing of  the  University  of  Ka- 
bul has  a  central  role  in 
training  engineers  and  pro- 
fessional cadres  essential 
for  implementation  and  fun- 
ctioning of  projects,  and 
carrying  out  the  state's  de- 
velopment schemes.  During 
the  year  the  college 
continued  it^  efforts  to  imp- 
rove instruction  and  training 
in  a  way  that  the  objective 
of  selfreliance  in  professio- 
nal and  engineering  cadres 
will  be  realised  earlier,  and 
the  country's  need  for  hiring 
manpower  and  expertise  will 
be  reduced,  and  eventually 
eliminated. 

In  1353  the  section  resp- 
onsible for  training  of  tea- 
chers for  technical  school, 
then  functioning  within  the 
framework  of  the  now  de- 
funct College  of  Education, 
was  atttached  to  the  Colle- 
ge of  Engineering.  Thig  se- 
ction is  now  functioning  as 
an  independent  department 
of  the  college,  and  in 
1355  it  graduated  its  first 
class  of  18.  The  Department 
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now  has  78  students,  taught 
bv  ten  Af.^han  a'nd  one  for- 
eign  professor. 

The  college  organised  a 
national  seminar  on  e'ngin- 
eering  education  in  Afgha- 
nistan from  Mizan  ten  to 
14,  1355  at  the  University 
Of  Kabul  The  seminar  was 
attetided  by  representativ- 
es of  the  College  of  Engin- 
eering, Kabul  Polytechnic 
Institute,  the  Ministry  of 
Communications,  the  Mini- 
stry of  Pubhc  Works,  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  as 
well  as  participants  from  a 
number  of  other  organisa- 
tions. The  main  objective 
in  convening  this  seminar 
was  that  representatives  of 
the  ministries  and  organi- 
sations which  recruit  the 
graduates  of  the  College  of 
Engineering  a'nd  the  Kabul 
Polytechnic  Institute  be  af- 
forded an  opportunity  to 
air  their  assessment  of  the 
performance  and  training  of 
the  new  recruits,  as  well  as 
pertrnent  views  on  possible 
changes  in  training  and  in- 
struction methods  and  pro- 
cedures, that  can  be  incorpo- 
rated in  the  two  colleges' 
action  programmes. 

The  representatives  of 
the  ministries  and  the  facul- 
ty members  of  the  two  coll- 
ege exchanged  fruitful  vi- 
ews, which  culminated  in 
adoption  of  highly  import- 
ant resolutions.  These  res- 
olutions  are  to  be  forward- 
ed for  study    and  adoption 


to  the  high  committee  on 
engineering  education. 

At  the  invitation  of  the 
College  Of  Engineering,  Dr. 
McGuire,  veteran  professor 
Of  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology  visited  Ka- 
bul and  conducted  a  highly 
instructing  seminar  on  ear- 
thquake in  relations  to  civil 
constructions. 

In  accordance  with  an  ag- 
reement reached  between 
the  College  of  Engineering 
and  the  US  Geological  Sur- 
vey Department,  the  Am- 
erican side  took  upon  itself 
to  further  equipmient  and 
expand,  and  extend  the 
studies  of  the  College  of 
Engineeri'ng  seismic  station. 

Two  American  specialists 
arrived  during  the  year  to 
supervise  construction  of  ex- 
tension and  installation  of 
new  and  more  sophisticated 
equipmetit.  The  establishm- 
ent of  a  second  seismic  stu- 
dies station  is  also  envisag- 
ed. 

The  construction  of  the 
annex  building  to  the  Col- 
lege of  Engineering  prem- 
ises v/hich  was  stopped  due 
to  certain  reasons  was  re- 
sumed in  1355,  and  it  is  an- 
ticipated that  it  will  be  com- 
pleted in  1356. 

Another  major  developm- 
ent at  the  College  of  Eng- 
ineering is  that  in  accord- 
ance with  the  instructions 
Of  the  government,  as  of 
1356  it  increased  the  admit- 
tance of  freshmen  to  over 
1000  a  year.  Such  an  exp- 
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ansioii  of  course  presuppos- 
t'd  preparing  of  a  well  th- 
ought out  plan.  This  plan 
was  approved  by  the  gov- 
ernment, and  the  necessary 
funds  for  building  up  the 
teaching  and  administrative 
staff,  premises,  and  fulfil- 
ling of  academic  needs  were 
put  at  the  disposal  of  the 
university  of  Kabul.  In  the 
years  ahead  the  College  of 
Engineering  will  be  able  to 
offer  every  year  to  the  so- 
ciety a  considerable  num- 
ber of  well  trained  engin- 
eers, and  thus  expand  the 
capacity  of  the  nation  to  un- 
dertake development  proj- 
ect, and  to  carry  out  other 
tasks  with  indigenous  skills. 

In  1355  the  College's  tea- 
chi'ng  staff  consisted  of  52 
Afghan  professors,  15  Pea- 
ce Corps  volunteers,  and 
four  advisors  from  the  Un- 
iversity Of  Nebraska. 

THE  COLLEGE  OF  AGRI- 
CULTURE : 

In  addition  to  carrying 
out  its  normal  duties  and 
function  the  College  during 
the  period  Sarataii  26,  1355 
to  the  end  of  the  year  emb- 
arked on  a  series  of  tasks 
which  enhan.ce  the  College's 
capability  to  contribute  to- 
wards building  up  a  reserv- 
oire  of  trained  specialists  in 
the  field  of  agriculture. 

The  textbooks  and  refer- 
ence works  used  by  the  stu- 
dents and  staff  of  the  Col- 
lege were  inventoried  arid 
catalogued.  The  collection 
is  about  8,000.   Eight  books 


and  research  reports  com- 
piled or  translated  by  the 
Faculty  members  of  the  Co- 
llege w^ere  either  publish- 
ed, or  will  be  shortly  put 
out. 

At  the  research  farm  of 
the  College  located  in  Da- 
rulam.an  students  and  staff 
of  various  departments  of 
the  College  conducted  ext- 
ensive research.  The  soil 
studies  department  studied 
the  use  of  chemical  fertili- 
ser for  raisi'ng  potatoes,  on- 
ions, and  corn.  The  cereals 
department  worked  on  de- 
veloping new  hybrid  strains 
of  various  grains  including 
soybeans.  The  horticulture 
and  vegetable  department 
carried  research  on  econo- 
mic production  of  various 
vegetables,  including  imp- 
orted strains  and  varieties. 

The  Zoology  Department 
conducted  research  on  sou- 
rces of  proteine  for  fatten- 
ing two  indigenous  sheep 
species,  and  as  well  as  qua- 
lity and  quantity  of  mutton 
produced  by  these  sheep. 
The  Agricultural  Enginee- 
ring Department  studied 
the  relation  of  water  and 
nitrogenous  fertiliser  in 
raising  of  corn  in  Kabul 
and  Logar  area. 

The  students  of  the  third 
and  fourth  years  of  the  col- 
lege worked  in  close  colla- 
boration with  the  Faculty 
on  these  research  projects. 
Not  only  already  applicable 
results  have  been  attained 
from  these  researches,  the 
fact  that  the  students  gain 


a  first  hand  practical  know- 
ledge of  research  methodo- 
(ogy  and  process  prove  hi- 
ghly betieficial. 

FACULTY  OF  ECONOMICS : 
During  1355  the  College 
of  Economics    appointed  sp- 
ecial professors'  committ- 
ees to  study    and  review 
the  present  setup  and  aca- 
demic activities  of  the  Col- 
lege. The    professors  after 
various  committee  meetings 
made  concrete  proposals  to 
bring   economic   studies  up 
to  the  mark,  and  render  th- 
em   compatible    with  the 
'nation's    present  day  and 
future  needs.   It  was  resolv- 
ed that  students  after  com- 
pletion of  their  second  year 
in  the  college  enroll  in  spe- 
cial departments  and  con- 
centrate studies  on  their  ma- 
jor subjects.   The  main  dep- 
artmeYits  of  the  College  are 
Business,   Money    and  Ban- 
king, Development  Plann- 
ing, Management,  Finance 
a'nd  Statistics.   This  depart- 
mentalisation    came  into 
effect  and  the  first  batch 
of  graduates  thus  trained 
will  enter  service  in  1357. 
In  view  of  the  pressing  nee- 
ds for    reliable  statistics, 
and  essential  improvement 
i'n  statistics    collection,  an- 
alysis and  interpolations,  in 
accordance   with  a  protocol 
signed  between  the  College 
of  Economic  and  the  Central 
Statistics   Bureau,    the  Sta- 
tistics   Department  began 
functioning  as  an  independ- 
ent organ  of  the  College, 


and  the  first  batch  of  statis- 
tics majors  will  graduate 
this  year  (1356).  The  affili- 
ations agreements  conclud- 
ed between  the  College  of 
Economics  of  the  University 
of  Kabul  and  the  Economics 
Colleges  of  the  Universities 
of  Cologne,  Bonn  and  Bu- 
chum,  which  had  terminated 
in  1353,  after  a  series  of 
long  and  all  pervasive  nego- 
tiations, were  extended  for 
a  period  of  fifteen  years. 
In  1355,  the  first  year  of  the 
new  affiliation  agreement, 
three  FRG  professors  came 
to  Kabul  to  lecture  and  con- 
duct seminars  at  the  colle- 
ge. Similarly  three  College 
of  Economics  instructors 
went  to  West  Germany  for 
research  and  studies  under 
the  provisions  of  the  agree- 
ment. 

The  agreements  also  pro- 
vides for  joint  research  of 
Afghan  and  FRG  scholars 
on  economic  problems  par- 
ticular to  Afghanistan,  and 
studies  aimed  at  assessment 
of  economic  activities  with 
an  eye  on  successful  imple- 
mentation of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan's  economic 
policy.  In  1355  the  research 
projects  undertaken  relate 
to  commercial  exchange  and 
analysis  of  customs  tariffs 
in  relations  to  the  econo- 
mic policy  of  Afghanistan. 
Research  projects  envisaged 
for  1356  include  studies  on 
relation  of  money  and  bank- 
ing with  economic  develop- 
ment in  Afghanistan,  acco- 
unting   systems.  set^ice.s 
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and  procedures  ill  Afghan 
industrial  enterprises,  in- 
vestments that  result  in  tra- 
nsfer of  capital  and  labour, 
and  studies  pertaining  to 
mobility  and  transportation 
in  Afghanistan. 

In  1355  a  new  prospectu- 
res  was  published  by  the 
College  in  93  pages  which 
introduces  to  the  student 
prospects  for  education  in 
economics,  and  familiarises 
him  with  departments  and 
functioning  of  the  College, 
and  inform  him  about  the 
long  term  development  in 
the  College. 

With  due  consideration 
to  the  requirements  of  mo- 
dern economic  studies,  stu- 
dents were  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  observe  the  functi- 
oning of  various  organisa- 
tions, and  spent  their  sum- 
mer and  winter  recess  par- 
tly in  practical  work  in  th- 
ese organisations.  During 
1355  nearly  200  students 
of  the  College  toured  var- 
ious industrial  establishm- 
ents in  Kabul,  and  familia- 
rised themselves  closely  wi- 
th their  functioning,  succ- 
esses and  failures.  Twenty 
five  students  of  the  Money 
and  Banking  Department 
spent  one  summer  month 
working  at  the  Afghanistan 
Bank,  Pashtany  Tejaraty 
Bank,  the  Agriculture  Bank, 
and  the  Industrial  Deve- 
lopment Bank.  The  statist- 
ics Department  students 
spent  their  vdnter  recess, 
partly,  working,  in  various 


sections  of  the  Central  Sta- 
tistics Bureau,  and  engaged 
in  practical  and  research 
work.  The  Publication  De- 
partment of  the  College 
during  1355  expanded  its 
activities  and  a  considera- 
ble number  of  books  com- 
piled or  translated  by  its 
Faculty  members,  that  were 
not  published  in  previous 
years,  due  to  certain  reas- 
ons, were  published  during 
the  year.  The  compilation 
and  translation  comniittee 
of  the  College  approved  the 
publication  of  12  more 
books  in  1356.  The  College's 
specialised  library  was  ex- 
panded and  more  of  the 
books  catalogued.  New 
books  acquired  from  the  Fe- 
deral Bepublic  of  Germany 
and  the  University  of  Teh- 
eran were  added  to  its  stocks 
which  bumber  now  over 
8,000  titles  in  Dari,  Pashtu, 
German,  English  and  Fr- 
ench languages. 

During  the  year  the  eco- 
nomic archives  of  Afghan- 
istan was  established  with- 
in the  framework  of  the  Co- 
llege's library.  This  archive 
will  be  built  up  as  a  main 
depository  of  information  of 
studies  on  Afghanistan's 
economy,  and  the  process 
of  economic  development 
in  the  country.  The  College 
is  resolved  to  continually 
expand  and  develop  this  ar- 
chives. 

NANGARHAB  MEDICAL 
COLLEGE : 
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This  College  recognising 
the  dire  need  of  the  coun- 
try for  larger  numbers  of 
qualified    physicians  and 
health  workers,  has  const- 
antly endeavoured  to  raise 
academic    standards  a'nd  to 
diversify  training  so  as  to 
prepare  the  graduates  bet- 
ter for  coping  with  the  pro- 
blems they  are  likely  to  fa- 
ce. At  the  same  time  so 
far  as  its  possibilities  per- 
mit the  hospitals  and  poly- 
clinics of  the  College  offer- 
ed medical    and  health  ser- 
vice to  the  population  of 
Nangarhar  and  adjoining 
provinces.  A'n  important  pr- 
oject of  the  College  comp- 
leted in  1355  was  the  one 
hundred  bed  surgery  ward, 
which  not     only  enhanced 
opportunities  for  training, 
but  also  for  increased  he- 
alth and  medical  care  for 
the  population  of  the  reg- 
ion. Construction    of  the 
college  dormitory  buildings 
continued  during  the  year, 
and  they  are  now  almost 
90  per  cent  completed. 

The  Publication  Depart- 
ment of  the  College  during 
the  year  put  at  the  disposal 
of  the  departments  nearly 
half  a  million  pages  of 
printed  materials  used  in- 
side and  outside  the  class- 
room. 

The  health  services  off- 
ered by  the  polyclinics,  la- 
boratories, and  hospitals  of 
the  College   consisted  of: 

7571  examinations  at  the 
surgery  polyclinic,  of  whom 


1211  were  hospitalised;  3581 
examinations  at  the  inter- 
nal medicine  polyclinic  of 
whom  624  were  hospitalised; 
v3427  examinations  were  ca- 
rried out  at  the  ear  and 
throat  polyclinic,  of  whom 
213  were  hospitalised;  5537 
chirdren  were  examined  at 
the  pediatrics  polyclinics 
of  whom  444  were  hospitali- 
sed; 800  patients  were  ex- 
amined at  the  gynaecology 
polyclinic  of  whom  177  we- 
re hospitalised;  2067  pat- 
ients were  examined  at  the 
opthalmic  medicine  poly- 
clinic, of  whom  103  were 
hospitalised;  at  the  mental 
health  polyclinic  450 
patients  were  examined  of 
whom  97  were  hospitalised, 
at  the  communicable  disea- 
ses polyclinic  380  patients 
were  examined  of  whom  260 
were  hospitalised. 

The  hestology  laboratory 
carried  out  5076  examina- 
tions, the  Parasitology  De- 
partment 2623  examinati- 
ons; the  uerology  laborato- 
ry 3759  examinations,  the 
bacteriology  laboratory  182 
examinations,  and  the  Blood 
Bank  carried  out  25  blood 
group  tests. 

The  Kabul  Polytechnic 
Institute : 

The  Polytechnic  Institute 
began  functioning  in  1346 
with  a  student  body  of  256. 
Presently  it  maintains  inst- 
ruction programmes  and  de- 
partments in  eleven  engin- 
eering fields  including  geo- 
logy and  oil  and  gas  pros- 
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pectiiig,  raining,  chemical 
technology,  road  building^ 
i'iidustrial  and  mining  con- 
struction, hydrotechnical 
constructions,  solid  miner- 
als prospecting  and  exploi- 
tation. The  Institute  grad- 
uated the  fifth  batch  of  en- 
gineers in  1355,  numbering 
193. 

In  1355  the  Institute  took 
the  initiative  of  organising 
a  scientific  conference  with 
the  participation  of  students 
who  prese'nted  research  pa- 
pers n  their  field  of  study. 
This  conference  was  highly 
appreciated  by  the  faculty 
members  of  the  Institute 
and  other  scholars  who  att- 
ended it. 

The  Institute's  library 
has  a  stock  of  68  thousand 
books.  These  include  200 
hundred  titles,  published  in 
38170  volumes,  by  the  Pu- 
blication Department  of  the 
rnstitute,  and  written  or 
translated  by  the  Institute's 
teaching  staff,  and  26830 
books  presented  to  the  In- 
stitute by  friendly  states. 

The  Publications  Depart- 
ment of  the  Institute  des- 
pite formidable  problems 
managed  to  set  a  new  record 
in  1355.  While  during  the 
whole  of  1353  only  25  titles, 
and  during  the  whole  of  1354 
only  26  titles  were  publish- 
ed, the  Department  publi- 
shed 54  titles  in  1355.  In 
addition  the  Department 
printed  Russian  textbooks 
for  use  at  the  military  sch- 
ool, and    materials  needed 


by  the  Institute's  adminis- 
tration. The  quarterly  ma- 
gazine of  the  Polytechnic 
Institute  was  also  published 
undei'  the  aegis  of  the  De- 
partment. 

Apart  from  carrying  out 
its  normal  academic  dut- 
ies the  Polytechnic  Institute 
also  offered  various  cons- 
ulting services  to  various 
ministries  and  public  org- 
anisations in  the  areas  of 
analysis  of  oils  and  lubric- 
ants, topographical  maps, 
geological  maps,  testing 
strength  of  materials,  pre- 
paration of  construction, 
blue  prints,  hydrotechnical 
maps,  large  detonations  for 
road  construction  and  ext- 
raction of  minerals,  etc. 

Presently  there  are  1502 
students  enrolled  at  the  In- 
stitute, and  its  teaching  saff 
consists  of  83  Afghan  and 
86  foreign  faculty  members. 

FACULTY  OF  PHARMACO- 
LOGY : 

This  Faculty  is  establish- 
ed to  train  qualified  pers- 
onnel for  drug  control,  for 
pharmacy  services,  and  for 
the  pharmaceutical  indust- 
ries. To  review  its  academic 
programmes  the  Faculty 
appointed  a  committee  of 
veteran  professors  and  pro- 
fessional on  the  basis  of 
the  proposals  of  which  a 
series  of  changes  were  br- 
ought in  the  functions  of 
the  college. 

Under  the  cultural  and 
scientific     cooperation  ag- 
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reeme/at  concluded  between 
Afghanistan  and  India  five 
Indian  professors  arrived 
at  the  College  in  1355  not 
only  to  take  part  in  instruc- 
tion but  also  in  organising 
and  conducting  of  seminars 
and  academic  meetings  wi- 
th the  cooperation  of  the 
professors  of  the  College. 

In  1355  the  College  gra- 
duated twenty  students, 
all  of  whom  were  employ- 
ed by  the  Ministry  of  Pub- 
lic Health. 

FACULTY  OF  VETERIN- 
ARY SCIENCES : 

During  the  period  between 
Saratan  and  the  end  of  the 
year  1355,  the  College's 
administration  was  able  to 
equip  and  expand  its  histo- 
logy laboratory.  The  anat- 
omy laboratory  was  also  ex- 
panded, and  provided  with 
all  means  of  instruction, 
a'nd  practical  work  and 
research.  The  pre-operati- 
on  room  was  set  up  to  en- 
able anatomy  and  histology 
professors  and  classes  for 
preparing  of  slides  and  oth- 
er instruction  materials  and 
aides. 

The  contacts  of  the  Univ- 
ersity with  the  United  Na- 
tions Development  Progra- 
mme have  had  positive  re- 
sults, and  two  professors  we- 
re provided  to  the  College 
for  instructing  anatomy,  his- 
tology, and  pathology  clas- 


The  library  of  the  Colle- 
ge which    opened  in  Jauza 


1355,  was  also  expanded, 
and  it  is  holdings  catalogued. 
Attempts  were  also  made  to 
procure  facilities  for  prin- 
ting and  memographing  in- 
struction notes,  and  slide 
shows. 

THE  KABUL  UNIVERSITY 
HEALTH    INSTITUTIONS : 

The  health  institutions  of 
the  University  of  Kabul  ser- 
ve a  dual  role.  They  provi- 
de grounds  for  training  and 
research  and  instruction 
in  various  fields  of  medic- 
ine, para-medicine,  and  ph- 
armaceutical industries,  and 
pharmacy  services.  The  ho- 
spitals, clinics,  polyclinics, 
and  pharmaceuticals  prod- 
uction centres,  the  blood 
bank,  and  the  nurse  train- 
ing sections  functions  in 
this  framework  constitute 
the  backbone  of  medical 
education  in  the  Republic. 
At  the  same  time  these  set- 
ups serve  tens  of  thousands 
of  patients  every  year,  and 
thus  play  a  pivotal  role  in 
the  nation's  public  health 
programme. 

The  institutes  are  mann- 
ed by  ninety  seven  physic- 
ians, 316  nurses,  laborato- 
ry assistants  and  technic- 
ians, 584  officials,  and  446 
other  employees.  To  pro- 
mote mental  health  and 
training  in  this  sphere  the 
construction  of  a  major  me- 
ntal health  hospital  is  in- 
cluded among  the  priority 
plans  of  the  institutes.  Fur- 
thermore an  emergency 
ward  is  under  construction 
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at  the  Mermoiio  Roughtun, 
and  the  central  heating  and 
electricity  system  of  the 
childrens  section  of  this 
hospital  are  nearly  comple- 
ted. 

At  the  Nadershah  Hospi- 
tal which  has  546  beds,  atid 
maintains  surgery,  internal, 
skin  diseases,  and  mental 
health  and  radiology  and 
laboratory  sections,  111929 
patients  were  hospitalised, 
29234  emergency   cases  we- 
re tended  to,  2514  persons 
operated  on,    6496  persons 
radiographied,  and  51568 
laboratory  examinations 
were  carried  out. 

At  the  Mermouno  Hospi- 
tal which  has  158  beds  9865 
persons  were  hospitalised. 
1696  radiography  and  11963 
laboratory  examinations 
were  carried  out.  In  the  ce- 
ntral   polyclmics  over  210 
thousand  patients    were  ex- 
amined, 33196     of  whom 
were  hospitalised   in  the  in- 
stitute's    hospitals.  1845 
x-ray,  and  2337  laboratory 
examinations  were  also  car- 
ried out  in  the  central  poly- 
clinic. 

The  pharmaceuticals  pro- 
duction centre  of  the  Univ- 
ersity produced  nearly  nine 
million  packets,  grams  or 
CC  Of  syrups,  tablets,  am- 
pules, serums,  and  other  me- 
dicines, and  the  Blood  Bank 
of  the  University  health 
institutes  dispensed  200900 
CC  of  blood  for  transfusion. 
The  student  health  service 
of  the  University  dispensed 


medicines  to  16560  students 
on  the  recommendations  of 
the  doctors  attached  to  it. 

The  University  Research 
Centre  compiled  in  two  vol- 
umes resumes  of  research 
reports  prepared  by  the  ins- 
titute researchers  eversin- 
ce  its  establishment.  This 
publication  is  prepared  in 
Dari  and  English  languages 
and  is  submitted  to  the  Un- 
iversity Press. 

A  functional  plan  for  or- 
ganising seminars  on  res- 
earch, and  institutional  and 
academic  statistics  wa^  also 
prepared  by  the  centre.  Th- 
rough financing  institutions 
university  professors  were 
enabled  to  engage  in  appl- 
ied research.  The  centre's 
charter  was  also  revised 
and  submitted  to  the  univ- 
ersity administration  for 
processing.  The  centre  al- 
so cooperated  with  foreign 
researchers  on  the  field 
and  outside  it,  and  this  co- 
operation contributed  to  tra- 
ining in  research.  Regula- 
tions pertaining  to  the  res- 
earch in  Afghanistan  by  fo- 
reign scholars  and  students 
were  also  devised.  Studies 
were  carried  out  to  identify 
fruitful  research  topics 
and  problems,  as  well  as  on 
the  possibilities  of  expan- 
sion and  development  of 
the  centre. 

The  University  library 
continued  to  expand  and  im- 
prove its  services.  The  Af- 
ghanistan studies  section 
of  the  librarv  had  31935 
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users,  or  fifty  per  cent  mo- 
re than  the  previous  year. 
The  reference  section  of 
the  library  was  used  by  56,- 
000  faculty  members  and 
students,  and  clients  out- 
side the  university. 

The  circulation  desk  dis- 
tributed in  the  period  of 
eight  months  from  Saratan 
to  the  end  of  1355,  nearly 
16,000  books  in  sciences, 
and  over  eleven  thousand 
books  in  humanities. 

6k^^'^t>,.,  if%  ^- ^   HI   <^  ^ 

The  cataloguing  depart- 
ment of  the  library  process- 
ed 2107  titles  during  the 
period,  consisting  of  1224 
books  in  vernacular  lang- 
uages, 946  books  in  foreign 
languages,  154  monogra- 
phs in  foreign  languages, 
and  792  monographs  in 
vernacular  languages. 

The  periodicals  section  of 
the  library  received  regu- 
larly 380  periodicals  which 
were  referred  to  during 
the  period  by  7500  persons. 
Through  the  acquisition  de- 
partment during  the  eight 
months  in  question  the  sto- 
ck of  the  University  library 
was  enlarged  by  3270  vol- 
umes. The  services  of  the 
audio-visual  section  of  the 
library  were  also  expanded 
during  the  period,  and  its 
equipment  and  holdings  in- 
creased. 

The  library  maintained 
exchange  relations  with 
the  major  libraries  around 
the  world,  including  the  lib- 
rary Of  Congress   (USA)  the 


Leningrad  library  (USSR), 
the  Tehran  university  libra- 
ry (Iran),  and  the  national 
library  of  the  People's  Re- 
public of  China.  The  library 
also  published  bibliography 
of  works  on  Sayed  Jamalu- 
ddin  Al-Afghani,  the  famo- 
us 19th  century  Afghan 
thinker,  and  reformer. 

The  activities  of  the  Univ- 
ersity of  Kabul  from  Ham- 
al  first,  until  the  end  of  the 
month  of  Aqrab  constitute 
of  the  following: 

Efforts  to  introduce  the 
credit  and  semester  system 
continued.  The  credit  sys- 
tem was  introduced  to  facul- 
ties which  merely  had  the 
semester  system.  In  the  fac- 
Ities  where  they  had  ann- 
ual examinations,  semester 
and  mid-term  examinations 
were  introduced. 

Replacing  of  the  acade- 
mic year  and  annual  exa- 
minations by  semester  and 

mid-term  examinations  and 
« 

the  semester  system  entail- 
ed formidable  difficulties 
and  academic  and  administ- 
rative problems.  According- 
ly the  changeover  was  achi- 
eved in  a  gradual  manner. 
In  1355,  the  first  year  of 
the  reform,  the  semester 
and  credit  system  were  in- 
troduced to  the  first  and 
second  grades  of  the  colle- 
ges which  operated  on  the 
old  lines.  During  the  curr- 
ent year^  the  change  was 
also  incorporated  in  the  th- 
ird and  fourth  grades. 
The  Nangarhar  Medical 
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College  adopted  the  seme- 
ster and  credit  system  as 
of  the  begmning  of  the  1356 
academic  year.  The  Univer- 
sity admittance  examinati- 
ons committee,  which  i$  al- 
so responsible  to  give  ent- 
rance examinations  to  oth- 
er institutions  of  higher  le- 
arning in  the  nation,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  prepared 
plans  and  the  instructions 
of  the  university,  as  of 
the  beginning  of  the  curr- 
ent year  has  performed  the 
following  tasks: 

Givitig  examinations  to 
300  candidates  for  enrollm- 
ent in  nursing  schools,  giv- 
ing entrance  examinations 
to  the  College  of  Agricult- 
ure to  120  graduates  of  Hel- 
mand  Agricultural  High 
School;  giving  examinations 
to  100  candidates  for  high- 
er studies  in  the  Soviet  Un- 
ion; giving  College  of  Th- 
eology entrance  examination 
to  the  55  graduates  of  reli- 
gious madrassahs;  giving 
university  entrance  examin- 
ations in  the  month  of  As- 
sad to  4,000  graduates  of 
the  high  schools  in  warmer 
parts  of  the  country.  Giving 
of  entrance  examinations  to 
graduates  of  the  high  sch- 
ools in  colder  parts  of  the 
country  continu'ed  until  re- 
cently. The  result  of  the 
university  entrance  exami- 
nations will  be  announced 
we^ll  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  academic 
year. 

Since  achievement  of  the 


state  s  aims  in  training  of 
personnel  and  development 
of  human  resources  in  acc- 
ordance with  the  nation's  pr- 
esent day  and  future  needs 
was  not  possible  without  su- 
bstantive reforms  in  the 
academic  performance  of  the 
university,  special  comm- 
ittees were  appointed  to 
review  and  revise  instruc- 
tion programmes  and  plans. 
Presently  24  committees 
with  a  combined  member- 
ship of  102  are  actively 
working  towards  this  end. 
The  committees  have  alre- 
ady completed  their  rev- 
iew and  revision  of  the  ins- 
truction programmes  of  the 
first  semester  in  various  fa- 
culties, and  they  are  now 
scrutinising  the  courses  of- 
fered in  the  second  semes- 
ter at  all  university  colle- 
ges. The  University  of  Ka- 
bul hopes  to  have  complet- 
ed the  review  and  revisions 
necessary  by  another  year, 
and  then  it  will  embark  on 
incorporating  the  view  and 
new  instruction  programmes 
proposed  by  the  professors' 
committees. 

A  special  committee  has 
prepared  the  first  draft  of 
the  University  prospecturs 
covering  the  years  1356-59, 
and  its  publication  in  Dari 
and  English  languages  will 
begin  soon. 

With  the  promulgation  of 
new  laws  and  the  adoption 
of  the  new  Republican  Cons- 
titution the  University  of 
Kabul  found  itself  compell- 
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ed  to  review  and  revise  its 
own  regulations,  and  to  ren- 
der them  compatible  with 
the  provisions  of  the  new 
legislations  and  the  spirit 
and  the  requirements  of  the 
time.  Special  committees 
were  assigned  to  scrutini- 
se the  regulations  govern- 
ing various  aspects  of  the 
operations  of  the  Universi- 
ty, and  to  incorporate  in 
them  amendments  that  wo- 
uld enhance  the  objectives 
of  this  national  itistitute 
of  higher  learning. 

The  committees  submit- 
ted new  pertinent  drafts, 
some  of  which  were  adopt- 
ed and  enforced,  some  oth- 
ers have  been  reviewed  by 
the  committee  of  the  deans 
of  various  colleges,  and  will 
soon  be  finalised.  Some  of 
the  regulations  which  are 
already  adopted  are  as 
follows : 

Regulations  governing  ad- 
mittance examinations  to 
the  universities  in  Afghan- 
istan; regulations  govern- 
ing student  enrollment;  Re- 
gulations governing  univ- 
ersity book  sales;  regulati- 
ons pertaining  to  travel  al- 
lowance of  non-resident  stu- 
dents; Regulations  which 
have  been  revised  by  the 
university  and  have  been 
submitted  for  final  scrutiny 
and  adoption  to  the  Minis- 
try of  Higher  Education  are 

as  follows: 

The  universities  law;  re- 
gulations governing  the  ac- 
ademic   staff:  regulations 


governing  the  activities  of 
the  university  Research  Ce- 
ntre. 

Regulations    which  are 
still  under    committee  re- 
view are: 

Regulations  governing 
admittance  of  foreign  stud- 
ents; 

Regulations  governing  un- 
iversity discipline  and  or- 
der; and  regulations  gover- 
ning university  dormitor- 
ies. 

It  was  felt  that  the  semes- 
ter and  credit  system  can 
be  utilised  maximally  only 
when  the  present  semi-inde- 
pendent and  insufficiently 
active  departments  are  re- 
organised and  reinvigorat- 
ed  so  that  they  can  initiate 
and  implement  academic 
programmes  and  courses, 
seminars  and  research  with 
greater  independence.  Acc- 
ordingly the  university  of 
Kabul  embarked  upon  ex- 
tensive studies  and  reviews 
on  such  reorganisations, 
and  preparing  of  pertinent 
proposals  for  submission  to 
the  concerned  authorities. 

Such  reorganisation  in  the 
light  of  the  new  changes 
and  new  needs,  and  the  re- 
quirements of  the  country 
for  qualified  and  professio- 
nal manpower    will  take 
sometime,    but  practical 
steps  have   already  been  ta- 
ken. Reorganisation  of  the 
departments  of  the  College 
of  Pharmacy  and  College  of 
Economics  has  already  been 
mostly  completed. 
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The  College  of  Economics 
maintained  four  departm- 
ents, but  as  of  the  beginn- 
ing of  the  current  year  it 
has  two  minor  and  six  ma- 
jor departments.  The  first 
category  of  departments  con- 
sists of  departments  of  eco- 
nomic theories  and  polici- 
es, and  the  department  of 
business  economics. 

These  two  departments 
conduct  the  instruction  of 
introductory  courses  in  the 
first  two  years  of  the  col- 
lege. 

THE  MAIN  DEPARTMENTS 
ARE: 

The  Department  of  Com- 
merce, the  Department  of 
Money  and  Banking,  the 
Department  of  Finance;  the 
Department  of  Industry;  the 
Department  of  Statistics. 

These  departments  cond- 
uct    major  programmes, 
and  are  mostly  dealing  with 
the  third  and  fourth  year 
courses. 

The  College  of  Pharmacy 
which  formerly  had  nine 
small  and  semi-independent 
departments,  as  a  result  of 
the  reorganisations  now  had 
five  main  departments.  Th- 
ese are  the  departments  of 
Biochemical  Sciences  inc- 
luding the  Bromotology, 
Nutrition,  Toxicology,  Phar- 
macodynamics, and  Bioche- 
mistry sections.  The  depa- 
rtment of  Pharmaceutical 
Chemistry  including  pharm- 
acy chemic,  organic,  inorg- 
anic and  analytical  chemis- 


try, sections.  The  Departm- 
ent of  Biotechnical  Scien- 
ces including  parasitology, 
micology,  bacteriology,  and 
biology  section. 

The  Department  of  Phar- 
maceutics and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pharmacogonosy. 
In  the  course  of  the  Sev- 
en Year  Plan  considerable 
construction  work  will  be 
carried  out  by  the  Univer- 
sity to  accommodate  the 
increasing    need^  of  the 
Departments,    and  to  exp- 
and the    University's  enr- 
ollment capacity.  The  con- 
struction work  is  supervis- 
ed by  the  Maintenance  De- 
partment of  the  University, 
and      this  connection  the 
department   reports  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  cobalt  60  radio  the- 
rapy centre  is  almost  com- 
pleted, and  will  soon  be 
pressed  into  service  after  it 
is  delivered  to  the  Univers- 
ity of  Kabul  by  the  const- 
ruction firm. 

During  the  year  constru- 
ction of  the  new^  premises 
for  the  College  of  Medicine 
of  the  University  of  Kabul 
progressed  by  a  good  mar- 
gin. Construction  of  the 
blocks  1,  2,  3  and  4  is  alm- 
ost 25  percent  completed. 

Construction  also  began 
this  year  of  the  85  million 
afghanis  Chemistry  Institu- 
te building.  The  building  is 
to  be  completed  in  24  mo- 
nths by  the  Afghan  Constr- 
uction Unit. 
Construction    also  began 
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in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
current  Afghan  year  of  a 
new  mental  health  hospital 
on  the  University  grounds. 

The  project  will  be  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  afs.  21 
millions,  and  will  be  deliv- 
ered in  16  months  to  the 
University. 

Construction  work  invol- 
ves building  of  two  blocks 
one  of  which  will  accomm- 
odate classes,  faculty  mem- 
bers' rooms,  and  rooms  for 
patients.  The  other  block 
will  house  offices,  labora- 
tories,   stores,  etc. 

Contacts  have  been  made 
with  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Works  to  bring  certain  nee- 
ded amendments  in  the 
blue  prints  of  tbe  project- 
ed University  dormitory  bu- 
ildings. Construction  of  th- 
ese dormitories  will  begin 
as  soon  as  the  plans  are  re- 
vievA'^ed,  and  financial  res- 
ources become  available. 

Nations  and  institutions 
now  thrive  on  research  and 
studies  more  than  on  any- 
thing else.  Well  aware  of 
this  reality  the  University 
of  Kabul  is  making  efforts 
to  step  up  pure  and  applied 
research  so  that  the  Univer- 
sity may  be  able  to  make 
the  contributions  worthy  of 
it  to  the  society,  and  to  the 
society,  and  to  the  cause 
of  national  development. 

Tbe  University  reviewed 
the  organisation  and  activ- 
ities of  its  research  centre, 
and  compiled  a  new  set  of 
regulations    governing  its 


functions  and  performance. 
These  regulations  after  ap- 
proval of  the  Ministry  of 
Higher  Education  and  conc- 
erned  authoritieg  will  come 
into  force,  and  with  their 
adoption  new  vistas  for 
research  and  studies  will  be 
opened  in  our  country,  and 
for  our  scientists  and  adv- 
anced  students.  Activities  of 
the  University  Research 
Centre  during  the  first  se- 
ven months  of  the  current 
Afghan  year  consists  of  the 

following : 

Publication  of  a  research 
and  research  reporting  wri- 
ting guide,  which  is  author- 
ed to  familiarise  young  and 
rising  students  and  scholars 
to  fundamentals  of  produc- 
tive research. 

Compilation     and  publi- 
cation of  resumes  of  rese- 
arch reports    completed  by 
the  researchers  of  the  cen- 
tre in  the  past.  Consisting 
of  68  reports,    this  work 
familiarises     scholars  with 
the  work  carried  out  in  the 
past  through  the  Univers- 
ity of  Kabul  Research  Cen- 
tre. Preliminary  preparati- 
ons have  been  made  and  the 
permission  of  the  Ministry 
of  Information  and  Cultu- 
re secured  for  the  publica- 
tion of  a  research  bulletin. 
The  bulletin  which  will  be 
published  by  the  University 
of  Kabul  Research  Centre 
will  serve  as  firm  link  bet- 
ween Afghan  and  foreign 
researchers  and  research 
institutions. 
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The  centre  also  complet- 
ed a  research  project  reg- 
arding the  life  and  livestock 
raising  processes  in  central 
and  western  Afghanistan. 
Another  research  on  geo- 
graphy and  sociology  of  Fa- 
rah  and  Nimroze  provinces 
was  also  completed  during 
the  year.  This  report  in  the 
first  place  concentrate  at- 
tention on  geographic  and 
ecological  conditions  in  Fa- 
rah,  and  in  the  second  on 
sociology  of  the  Baluch  peo- 
ples Of  Nimroze  province. 

The  Centre  have  also  re- 
ceived final  reports  of  the 
following  research  projects 
during  the  period : 

Family  life  in  a  network 
community  in  northern  Af- 
ghanistan, an  anthropologic- 
al study  of  Afghanistan. 

Among  other  activities 
Of  the  Research  Centre  we 
might  note :  Preparation  of 
form  that  indicate  the  sub- 
ject and  process  of  research 
of  foreign  scholars  research- 
ing in  Afghanistan;  review 
and  abstracting  of  the  re- 
search works  Of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Kabul  faculty  mem- 
bers; instituting  of  stand- 
ards for  the  assessors  of 
research  works; 

Among  the  projected  ac- 
tivities of  the  Research  Ce- 
ntre area;  Assessment  of 
the  work  of  the  foreign  re- 
searchers who  have  resear- 
ched in  Afghanistan  in  the 
past  ten  years;  the  youth  and 
the  new  international  eco- 
nomic order;  compilation  of 


scientific  terms  dictionary 
in  the  country's  official  lan- 
guages, and  research  on 
non-formal  education  in  Af- 
ghanistan. 

This  research  will  take 
years,  and  will  be  partly 
financed  by  a  90,000  doll- 
ar grant  from  USAID.  It  is 
felt  that  a  great  deal  of 
learning  takes  place,  and 
immense  skills  are  impart- 
ed through  non-formal  ed- 
ucation in  this  country.  A 
study  of  the  processes  in- 
volved will  generate  new 
guidelines  and  knowledge 
on  making  maximal  use  of 
non-formal  education  in  a 
way  that  would  enhance  po- 
ssibilities and  prospects  for 
human  resources  develop- 
ment, and  offering  of  ess- 
ential services  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

The  University  library 
which  serves  all  the  Univ- 
ersity student  body  and  va- 
rious colleges  continued  to 
build  up  its  stocks,  diversi- 
fy its  services,  and  promote 
its  contacts  with  sister  in- 
stitutions  around  the  world. 

The  Afghanisan  studies 
department  of  the  library 
places  at  the  disposal  of  the 
researchers     nearly  16000 
books  and  publications.  Du- 
ring the  period  from  the 
beginning  of  the  current 
Afghan  year  until  the  end 
of  the  seventh  month  over 
2000  clients  used  the  lib- 
rary's   reference  section. 
The  circulation    section  wh- 
ich has  a  stock  of  75,000 
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thousand  books  lent  out 
56,000  books  in  the  sciences 
and  6318  books  in  humani- 
ties. The  cataloguing  secti- 
on processed  over  2000 
books,  research  works  and 
monographs,  and  over  1500 
clients  used  some  1200  per- 
iodicals collection.  The  pe- 
riodicals section  keeps  on 
file  380  different  publicati- 
ons. The  acquisition  depart- 
ment procured  or  received 
gifts  totalling  over  two  tho- 
usand, and  the  audio-visual 
section,  further  build  up 
the  stock  of  film  strips,  re- 
cords, microfilms,  slides, 
etc. 

In  the  series  of  bibliogra- 
phies, the  library  managed 
to  publish  the  national  bib- 
liography of  Afghanistan, 
guide  to  periodicals  of  Af- 
ghanistan, and  a  list  of  the 
monographs  compiled  by 
Afighan  students,  profess- 
ors and  researchers. 

Exhibitions  depicting  boo- 
ks published  in  Rumania 
and  the  Federal  Republic 
of  Germany  were  organised 
in  the  Sayed  Jamaluddin 
hall  Of  the  University  lib- 
rary. 

The  library  also  organis- 
ed in  cooperation  with  the 
British  Council  a  training 
seminar  for  librarians  from 
various  institutions   of  high- 


er iearni'ng  and  teachers 
training  academies. 

The  management  of  the 
library  plans  to  conduct  su- 
ch seminars  on  a  regular 
basis,  and  possible  short 
term  courses.  It  also  plans 
the  estabhshment  of  a  doc- 
umentation centre. 

The  Directorate  General 
of  Publications  of  the  Uni- 
versity offered  assistance 
and  guidance  in  publication 
of  lecture  notes,  other  tea- 
ching materials,  textbooks, 
and  books  of  other  types, 
to  ail  colleges  of  the  Univ- 
ersity. 

While  each  college  ma- 
intains memographing  fac- 
ilities of  its  own,  the  univ- 
ersity press  accepted  and 
performed  many  printed 
jobs  for  various  colleges. 

Over  a    hundred  books 
sent  out  to  the  University 
press  by  various  colleges 
were  published  during  the 
year. 

The  University    Press  is 
still  small,  lacking  sophisti- 
cated facilities,   and  its  pro- 
duction capacity    is  limited. 
Expanding  the  University 
Press  is  now  indispensable 
in  view  of  the  increasing 
demands  placed    upon  it, 
and  the  University  affords 
it  special  priority. 
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Rector  of  Kabul  University  and  USAID  Director  to  Kabul  signing  the  agree- 
ment pertaining  to    90,000  dollars  USAID  granMn-aid  to  Kabul  University  Resear- 

ch  Centre  on  Sept.  28,  1977. 
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Ministry  of 
Co  m  m  unicatio  ns 


In  accordance  with  the 
policy  of  the  Republican 
State  of  Afghanistan  and 
for  balanced  development 
in  every  field  of  life  of  our 
people,  the  Ministry  of  Co- 
mmunication has  taken  ef- 
fective measures  for  the  de- 
velopment of  communica- 
tion in  the  country,  which 
have  a  direct  and  effective 
affect  on  the  economic  and 
social  development  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  which  add  to 
the  facilities  provided  by 
the  state  for  the  welfare  of 
the  people.  The  Ministry  of 
Communications  has  ado- 
pted development  measu^ 
res  within  the  economic  and 
technical   means  available. 

Following  is  in  brief  the 
resume  of  activities  of  dif- 
ferent departments  of  the 
Ministry : 

1.  DEVELOPMENT  PLANS 
Automatic  telephone  ex- 
change expansion  project 
financed  from  the  20  mil- 
lion Dutch  Mark  credit  of 
the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany  to  Afghanistan. 
The  agreement  to  this  ef- 
fect was  signed  sometime 


ago.  With  the  launching  of 
this  project  the  automatic 
plants  of  Shahre  Nau,  Sher 
Shah  Maina  and  installation 
of  the  new  automatic  pla- 
nts in  Nadir  Shah  Maina, 
Khairkhana  Maina  and 
also  extension  of  the  chan- 
nel lines  of  Mazare  Sharif 
Shiberghan,  Maimana,  Ta- 
luqan  and  Faizabad  will 
take  place.  With  the  opera- 
tion Of  the  new  automatic 
plant  the  total  number  of 
automatic  telephones  in 
Kabul  will  rise  from  13>200 
lines  to  20,100,  lines. 

Survey  and  planning  of 
the  automatic  plants  were 
completed  last  year  by  the 
engineers  and  experts  of 
the  Ministry  of  Communica- 
tions in  cooperation  with 
technical  experts  group  of 
Federal  Repubhc  of  Ger- 
many. For  the  installation 
of  the  plant  machinery  wh- 
ich involves  complex  tech- 
nology the  advertisements 
for  offers  have  been  pub- 
lished in  major  internation- 
al organisations  so  that  ma- 
chinery producing  plants 
could  send  their  prequali- 
fication    documents  which 
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after  thorough  study  will 
be  selected  for  purchase 
and  installation. 

b.  Cable  duct  project: 
The  cable  duct   project  is 

a  part  of  the  second  five 
year  telephone  network 
plan  of  Kabul  city.  With  the 
completion  of  this  project 
the  maintenance  of  the  ca- 
bles will  be  eased,  break 
dow*ns  in  the  communication 
system  will  be  eradicated 
and  losses  and  expenditure 
will  be  reduced  and  so  also 
the  digging  of  roads  and 
sidewalks  will  also  be  sav- 
ed. 

Keeping  the  above  in  vi- 
ew the  construction  of  ten 
kilometres  of    cable  duct 
was  undertaken  last  year 
in  Kabul  city. 

c.  Extension  of  main  te- 
lephone lines  and  channel 
lines : 

Under  the  provincial 
communication  system  de- 
velopment project  it  is  en- 
visaged that  by  the  end  of 
the  Seven  Years  Developm- 
ent Plan  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan  3,000  kilo- 
meters of  main  telephotie 
lines  in  the  provinces  be 
extended  which  depends  on 
the  program  between  pro- 
vinces and  woleswalis.  A 
total  of  588  kilometres 
main  telephone  lines  are 
now  under  use. 
1.  Neemroz  province: 
From  Dilaram  to  Khash- 
road  and  Zaranj  and  from 
Zaranj  to  Qalai  Fatehullah 
upto  Chaar   Burjak  a  dista- 


nce of  318  kilometres. 
2.  Kandahar  province: 
From  the  centre  of  Kan- 
dahar upto  Arghestan  wo- 
leswali  and  Maaroof  a  dis- 
tance of  160  kilometers  and 
from  the  centre  of  Spinbol- 
dak  to  Shorabak  woleswali 
a  distance  of  110  kilomet- 
ers. 

Similarly,  as  extension 
and  operation  of  1981  kilo- 
meters Of  channel  system 
line  between  Mazare  Sha- 
rif, Shiberghan,  Maimana, 
Qalai  Nau,  Herat,  Chagh- 
charan,  Kandahar,  Orezg- 
an,  Farah,  Nemroz,  Taluq- 
an  and  Faizabad  is  part  of 
the  Seven  Year  Develop- 
ment Plan  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan,  therefore 
in  order  to  complete  the 
work  at  the  exact  time 
purchase  of  equipment 
and  materials  required  has 
been  done  and  a  part  of  the 
goods  has  also  reached  Ka- 
bul and  the  rest  will  reach 
after  some  time. 

In  the  past  year  some  ch- 
annel system  telephone  ex- 
changes were  installed  and 
pressed  into  service  in  Ka- 
bul, Pule  Khumri,  Parwan, 
Samangan,  Mazare  Sharif. 
With  the  installation  of  th- 
ese channels  on  one  hand 
the  number  of  channel  sys- 
tem lines  between  Kabul, 
Pule-Khumri  and  Mazare 
Sharif  have  increased  and 
on  the  other  the  connection 
has  been  restored  between 
Kabul  —  Samangan  —  Ma- 
zare Sharif  and  Samangan- 
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Pule  Khumri. 

Also  for  the  extension  of 
the  Mazare  Sharif  channel 
system  to  Hairatan  port  80 
kilometers  long  prelimin- 
ary studies  have  been  com- 
pleted and  agreement  has 
been  signed  with  a  Soviet 
company  for  the  import  of 
equipment.  The  installation 
work  will  be  carried  out 
soon.  Also  for  the  installa- 
tion of  the  telephone  ex- 
change network  production 
of  pylons  is  being  handled 
by  the  Ministry  of  Water 
and  Power  pylon  production 
plant.  Some  iron  poles  nee- 
ded for  installing  the  lines 
will  be  imported  from  out- 
side. 

d.  Microwave  project: 
The  construction  of  feed- 
er roads  for  the  microwave 
system  continues.  The  Lab- 
our Corps  has  been  assign- 
ed   to  the  work. 

e.  Wireless  Plants: 

For  the  installation  of  di- 
rect communication  system 
through  radio,  telephone, 
telegraph,  telex  and  tele- 
photo  with  foreign  countr- 
ies an  agreement  was  sign- 
ed towards  the  end  of  1354 
which  provides  for  purcha- 
se of  equipment  and  goods 
by  the  end  of  the  current 
year. 

For  the  radio-telephone 
network  10  new  plants  have 
reached  Kabul  and  vdll  be 
installed  in  those  far-flung 
provinces,  where  acute  sh- 
ortage is  felt. 

f.  Communications  centre 


construction: 

For  the  use  by  the  post 
and  telegraph  offices  the 
following  buildings  have 
been  built  and  are  being 
used  by  Communications 
Ministry  offices: 

1.  Construction  of  the  post 
and  telegraph  building  of 
Ghazni  province  and  post 
offices  in  Sayed  Noor  Mo- 
hammad Shah  Maina,  Bari- 
cot,  Dehbori  and  Karte  Par- 
wan  in  Kabul  city. 

2.  Construction  of  the  au- 
tomatic plant  and  post  of- 
fice in  Khairkhana  Maina 
by     Afghan  Construction 

Unit  and  construction  of 
the  boundary  and  other  re- 
quirements by  the  Constr- 
uction Department  of  the 
Ministry  of  Communicati- 
ons and  provision  of  all  po- 
stal facilities. 

3.  Construction  of  Jalala- 
bad city  post  office. 

4.  Construction  of  a  cent- 
ral post  office  or  a  general 
post  office  has  also  begun 
keeping  in  view  of  the  incr- 
easing requirements  of  po- 
stal facilities. 

g.  Training  of  technical 
personnel : 

The  training  of  personnel 
is  getting  a  special  attenti- 
on by  the  Ministry  of  Com- 
munication and  every  year 
high  school  graduates  are 
undertaken  for  training  by 
the  Communications  Train- 
ing Centre.  The  centre  gra- 
duated 30  students  last  year 
and  this  year  31  students 
received    admission  to  it, 
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Special  training  courses  are 
also  held  by  the  Ministry 
for  the  on  the  job  training 
of  the  employees : 

2—  In  the  field  of  Telec- 
ommunication : 

a.  Administrative  and 
Accounts  Reforms: 

The  Ministry  of  Commu- 
nication has  taken  necess- 
ary measures  for  coordin- 
ating the  communication 
affairs  and  for  further  sm- 
oothening  the  functions  of 
its  departments  and  has  ex- 
pedited its  technical  and  ac- 
conuting  affairs  which  have 
contributed  to  raising  the 
income. 

Therefore,  last  year  the 
new  telephone  account  sys- 
tem was  introduced  in  Kan- 
dahar, Herat,  and  Balkh 
provinces.  This  system  is 
being  followed  in  the  cen- 
tre for  the  past  some  years. 
This  has  facilitated  large- 
ly the  subscribers  who  can 
directly  pay  their  bills  to 
the  banks.  The  serial  sys- 
tem has  also  been  introduc- 
ed. 

b.  Replacement  of  local 
battery  telephone  system 
with  central  battery  sys- 
tem: 

In  order  to  reduce  the 
expenses  of  the  subscribers 
in  Maim  ana  and  Shiberghan 
the  local  battery  systems 
there  were  replaced  by  the 
central  battery  system  and 
switchboards  with  180  lines 
were  installed.  The  work 
on  the  Pule  Khumri  and 
Shiberghan    networks  has 


been  completed  and  the  ce- 
ntral battery  system  will 
be  installed  soon    with  a 
capacity  of  180    lines  in 
each  city. 

c.  Extension  of  the  main 
lines 

During  1355  more  than 
250  kilometres  of  extens- 
ion lines  were  laid,  outside 
the  development  plan,  in 
the  provinces,  and  telephone 
were  given  to  new  subscri- 
bers. 

Similarly  with  the  instal- 
ling of  a  telex  plant  tele- 
printers were  distributed 
to  47  offices  and  organisati- 
on and  one  telex  plant  has 
been  installed  in  the  Nader 
Pashtoon  office.  The  inco- 
me from  telex  during  last 
year  was  considerable. 

d.  Coin  telephones: 
During  1355  twenty-four 

coin  telephone  booths  were 
installed  in  the  centre  and 
the  provinces  for  the  use  by 
the  public.  This  brings  the 
total  number  of  coin-teleph- 
one booths  in  the  centre 
and  provinces  of  the  coun- 
try to  70.  The  increase  du- 
ring 1355  was  approximate- 
ly 52  percent. 

3— Postal  Services: 

a.  Expansion  of  the  Po- 
stal Services : 

Last  year  80  new  post  of- 
fices were  opened  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country 
bringing  the  total  number 
of  post  offices  in  the  coun- 
try to  335.  This  shows  an 
increase  of  24  percent  over 
1354.    Similarly  in  order  to 
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expedite  and  smoothen  the 
fuactions  of  post  offices  am- 
endments were  made  in  post 
offices  already  existing  in 
Parwan,  Ghazni,  Logar,  Ku- 
nduz,  and  Jalalabad.  For  ex- 
pediting the  postal  deliver- 
ies and  other  services  in 
fifth  postal  zone  in  Kabul, 
ame'ndments  were  made  in 
the  system.  So  also  new  let- 
ter boxes  were  installed  and 
the  post  offices  throughout 
the  country  were  provided 
with  balances  and  sales  for 
stamping  date  on  the  lett- 
ers. 

Similarly  during  1355 
more  than  6,605,990  postal 
items  were  sent  to  local  and 
foreign  addresses  and  mor 
than  90,793,062  postal  items 
were  received,  and  deliver- 
ed to  the  proper  addresses. 

b.  Philately  and  Publica- 
tion : 

The  Ministry  of  Commu- 
nications celebrates  various 
important  dates  and  perso- 
nalities as  in  any  other  co- 
u'ntry.  Therefore  last  year 
the  Ministry  issued  special 
stamps  on  the  occasions  of 
59th  independence  anniver- 
sary of  the  country,  fourth 
anniversary  of  the  establi- 
shment of  the  Kepublic  of 
Afghanista-n,  first  Loya  Jir- 
gah  of  the  Republic  of  Afg- 
hanistan, election  of  the 
First  President  of  the  Re- 
public, oath  of  office  by  the 
First  President  of  the  Rep- 
ublic of  Afghanistan,  sign- 
ing Of  the  National  Docu- 
ment,   commemoration  of 


the  aid  to  Palestine  freed- 
om fighters  and  80th  death 
anniversary  of  Sayed  Ja- 
maluddin  Afghan.  During 
the  last  year  the  total  spe- 
cial and  ordinary  postage 
stamps  printed  were  valu- 
ed at  more  than  20,142,500 
afghanis. 

Similarly  for  introducing 
Afghanistan  through  posta- 
ge stamps,  Afghanistan  par- 
ticipated at  the  philately  ex- 
hibitions in  United  States, 
Italy,  India  and  Denmark. 

For  further  greezing  the 
working  cycle  of  postal  sys- 
tem and  for  creating  und- 
erstanding among  the  post- 
al staff  a  Postal  Directors' 
seminar  was  held  in  Kabul 
during  1355.  The  seminar 
proved   very  successful. 

The  Ministry  of  Commu- 
nication's income  during 
1355  from  the  postal  servi- 
ces was  more  than  44,515, 
126  afghanis,  which  was 
6,505,930  more  than  the  pr- 
eceding year. 

4— Management  of  Com- 
munication Relations  and 
Clearing  of  Accounts: 

a.  Compilation  of  the  Pri- 
ce List : 

The  price  list  for  commu- 
nication with  different  co- 
untries was  compiled  whi- 
ch acts  as  a  guide  and  pro- 
vides complete  and  compre- 
hensive directions  to  the 
departments  shouldering  the 
job.  This  has  provided  ad- 
ded arithmatical  and  cal- 
culating facilities  to  the 
concerned  staff. 
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b.  Clearing  of  Accounts: 
The  debit  and  credit  ac- 
counts and  communications 
with  cou'ntries  with  which 
Afghanistan  has  post  and 
telegraph    relations  have 
been  cleared  upto  97  per- 
cent. Afghanistan  has  com- 
munication and  postal  rela- 
tion in  all  the  continents  th- 
at is  Asia,  Europe,  America, 
Africa  and  Pacific  ocean. 

The  Ministry  of  Commu- 
nications, in  order  to  meet 
the  ever  increasing  requi- 
rements of  the  compatriots 
and  for  keeping  all  its  pl- 
a'nts  in  continual  operation 
in  the  service  of  the  nation 
purchased  a  large  number 
of  equipments  and  other 
necessary  goods  from  for- 
eign countries  valued  at 
more  than  115,943,980  afg- 
hanis,  of  this  some  equip- 
ment and  pla'nts  worth  more 
than  39,105,056  afghanis 
has  reached  Kabul  and  is 
being  used  by  the  compat- 
riots. 

The  total  income  of  the 
Ministry  of  Communications 
during  1355  was  more  than 
272,271,920  afghanis.  This 
is  50,659,909  afgha'nis  more 
than  1354.  Inspite  of  the  in- 
crease in  income  the  Mi- 
nistry has  not  been  able  to 
meet  the  expenditure  req- 
uired for  the  replacement 
of  the  worn  out  plants  and 
equipments.  The  state  has 
been  pressed  to  provide  en- 
ormous subsidies  to  meet 
the  deficits  spent  on  replac- 
ing of  worn  out  automatic 


telephone  plants,  payments 
of  the  dues  of  the  Ministry 
of  Communications  and  i'n 
expansion  of  the  communi- 
cations networks  of  the  co- 
untry. 

The  state  in  order  to  red- 
uce the  deficit  raised  the  te- 
lephone charges  from  the 
beginning  of  1356  but  ins- 
pite of  the  increase  in  the 
charges  the  affect  on  the 
whole  deficit  figure  will  be 
miniscule.  It  is  envisaged 
that  by  the  next  ten  years 
the  deficit  in  the  communi- 
cation sector  will  rise  to  361 
million  afghanis.  In  order 
to  eradicate  the  deficit  in 
the  balance  the  Ministry  of 
Communications  foresees 
reviewing  of  charges  of 
telephone,  postal  service, 
telex,  telegraph  and  telep- 
hone and  other  services.  The 
excess  amount  in  revenues 
will  be  used  in  development 
and  welfare  projects  of  the 
Ministry  and  meeting  the 
deficit  in  the  budget. 


Model  of  a  fifteen  storied 
building  which  will  house 
the  Communications  Minis- 
try. The  foundation  stone 
of  the  building  was  laid  do- 
wn by  Communications  Mi- 
nister Eng.  Attayee  in  July, 
1977. 

(See  picture  on  the  fol- 
lowing page). 
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Ministry  of  Information 

and  Culture 


in  coin piia nee  with  the 
Repubhcan  Government's 
CLihural  policy  and  in  keep- 
ing with  our  national  valu- 
es, social  needs  a'nd  modern 
requirements,  the  Ministry 
of  Information  and  Cultu- 
re has  organised,  perform- 
ed and  expanded  its  infor- 
mation and  cultural  servi- 
ces in  a  raa'nner  to  assure, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  effec- 
tiveness of  its  efforts  in 
enlightening  the  public  mi- 
nd and,  on  the  other,  to  pa- 
ve the  way  for  all-round  ex- 
pression of  the  national 
culture  with  a  view  to  giv- 
ing impetus,  to  stimulated 
research  and  investigations 
in  this  area. 

Beside  the  normal  func- 
tioning of  various  depart- 
ments of  the  Ministry,  high- 
ly 'noteworthy  is  the  laying 
down  of  the  foundation  for 
the  first  time,  of  the  co- 
untry's television  system  and 
the  satisfactory  fulfillment 
of  the  initial  phase  of  the 
project.  When  completed 
and  launched  into  operation 
the  television  system  will 
obviously  usher  in  a  new  era 


in  the  history  of  our  country 
in  that  it  offers  the  people 
multi-facious  advantages  of 
information,  enlightenment, 
i  nstruction,  entertainment 
and  employment  opportu- 
nities. 

Similarly,  in  the  sphere 
of  preservation  of  historic 
monuments  as  well  as  ar- 
chaeological studies  and 
exploration  new  schemes 
have  been  devised  and  im- 
plemented. 

indeed    all  information 
art,  cultural  and  printing 
departments  and  instituti- 
ons have  been  re-oriented 
as  to  be  of  greater  service 
to  the  Afghan  society  and, 
as  a  result,  render  the  pub- 
lic    mentality  favourable 
of  accepting    the  changes 
engendered  by  the  Repub- 
lican Revolution. 

The  enactment  by  the 
Grand  National  Assembly, 
last  year,  of  the  Constituti- 
on was  a  major  historic 
step  taken  in  pursuance  of 
the  objective  of  the  Repub- 
lican Revolution.  This  great 
document  illuminates  the 
objectives  of     Saratan  26 
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Revolution  and  orients  the 
movemenut  toward  achie- 
vement of  goals  in  various 
aspects  of  our  national  life. 

In  conformity  with  these 
revolutionary  principles  the 
Ministry  of  Information  and 
Culture  re-arranged  and  ex- 
panded its  efforts  to  meet 
the  people's  needs  in  the 
sphere  of  information  and 
culture  and  strives  to  deve- 
lop the  national  culture 
along  modern,  healthy  li- 
nes. As  such,  a  summary  of 
the  performance,  during 
last  year,  of  the  performan- 
ce and  associated  instituti- 
ons of  the  Ministry  of  In- 
formation and  Culture  is  as 

follows: 

Publication  Services : 

All  publications  are  hand- 
led by  the  central  depart- 
ment of  publications.  Thro- 
ugh its  divisions  the  dep- 
artment assists  in  the  pro- 
vision of  published  mater- 
ials. It  has  also  facilitated 
the  organisation  of  seminars 
designed  for  familiarising 
the  world  philosophers 
with  the  country's  historic 
personalities,  and  has  aided 
the  publication  and  distri- 
bution of  their  works. 
Central  Publications  Direc- 
torate : 

As  a  central  liaison  the 
functions  of  this  Director- 
ate have  encompassed  the 
following  four  areas  of 
activity : 

1)  Assisting  in  the  pub- 
lication of  books,  treatises, 
and  printed  materials.  In 
cjther  words,  it  provides 
consultation    "regarding  the 
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printed  works  and  material 
that  are  published  v/ithin 
the  country. 

2)  Organising  seminars: 
In  pursuance  of  the  gov- 
ernment's policy  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Information  and 
Culture  organises  seminars 
to  honour  the  nation's 
historic,  great  intellects. 
The  steps  taken  by  this  de- 
partment in  the  convening 
of  the  seminars  involve 
correspondence  with  the  in- 
terested scholars,  instituti- 
ons and  organisations,  as 
well  as  arrangement  of  the 
venues  and  appropriate  fa- 
cilities. Typical  of  the  se- 
minar in  which  outstanding 
local  and  foreign  scholars 
participated  were  the  one 
held  simultaneously  in  Ka- 
bul and  Herat  from  8 — 17 
Saur,  1355  commemorat- 
ing Afghanistan's  great 
mystic,  Khwaja  Abdullah 
Ansari  Herawi,  and  that 
convened  in  Kabul  from 
18—24  Hoot  L')55,  glorify- 
ing the  memory  of  the  bril- 
liant philosopher  (Alama), 
Sayed  Jamaluddin  Afghani. 
The  works  of  the  two  estee- 
med sons  of  our  country  and 
the  relevant  research  by 
the  scholars  were  publish- 
ed and  disseminated  in  fifty 
volumes. 

Furtherm.ore,  this  Direc- 
torate assisted  the  Division 
for  Promotion  of  Pashto  in 
the  preparations  for  organ- 
ising the  seminar  on  the 
Printed  Works  in  the  Last 
Two  Centuries  of  Pashto 
Language,     Similarly,  this 
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Department  helped  in  the 
arrangements  required  for 
the  seminar  convened  on 
15  Mizan,  1356  in  comme- 
moration of  renowned 
Hakim  Sanare,  one  of  the 
outstanding  thinkers,  poets 
and  mystics  of  Afghanistan. 

3)  As  a  liaison  office,  col- 
laboration with  Publishing 
Institutions:      This  Directo- 
rate in  addition  to  formula- 
ting terms  of   reference  for 
the  various  departments  and 
agencies  of    the  Ministry 
assisted  the  concerned  br- 
anches in  publishing  activi- 
ties. Needless  to  say,  it  has, 
moreover,    provided  the  fo- 
reign scholars  and  cultural 
organisations  with  the  req- 
uisite publications,  literatu- 
re and  information  on  stu- 
dies about  Afghanistan  as 
well  as  the  investigations 
produced  by    seminars  on 
the  country's   cultural  and 
historic  figures. 

4)  Cooperation  in  the  ar- 
ea Of  musical  shows: 
This  Division  is  responsible 
for  the  issuance  of  autho- 
risations to  musical  bands. 
To  be  able  to  discharge  this 
function"  properly  and  sup- 
ervise the  activities  of  mu- 
sical bands  it  laid  down  pr- 
ovisions composed  of  sixty 
articles.  Based  on  the  new 
ordinance,  the  Division  iss- 
ued ten  permits  last  year 
to  musical  bands  authoris- 
ing them  to  perform  musi- 
cal shows  and  concerts. 

Directorate  for  Provincial 
Publications : 


Linking     the  provincial 
sub-divisions    with    the  Mi- 
nistry of  Information  and 
Culture  this  Directorate  has 
been  providing   them  with 
news   material  for  the  resp- 
ective   dailies,  magazine  or 
journals    and  regularly  scr- 
utinize them  prior  to  publi- 
cation. This  Directorate,  be- 
ing in  regular  contact  with 
the  provincial  department 
of  information    and  culture 
assists  the  latter  in  satisfy- 
ing their  administrative  and 
other  relevant  needs.  Al- 
so, i'n  an  effort  to  expand 
disseminative    services  call- 
ed for  by  the  Republic,  the 
Directorate    has  rendered 
the    provincial    dailies,  ma- 
gazines and  journals  neces- 
sary collaboration. 

Moreover,  the  Directorate 
makes  available  to  the  pro- 
vincial departments,  throu- 
gh the  Government  Press 
Department,  the  required 
material  and     blocks  for 
observation  of  prominent  na- 
tional days  such  as  Saratan 
26th  ,  Labour    Day,  Tea- 
chers'      Day  Mothers' 
Day,  Press  Day,  Pashtoon- 
istan  Day,  Parliament's  Day, 
Childrens'  Day  and  the  Un- 
ited Nations  Day.  It  is  note- 
worthy that  the  Directorate, 
furthermore,    maintains  co- 
llection of  all  the  papers. 

It  is  further  worth-menti- 
oning that  in  1355  in  keep- 
ing with  the  readers'  exp- 
ectations the  circulation  was 
substantially    increased  of 
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"Bedar"  and  "Ettefaq-i-Is- 
1am"  newspapers  and  on 
similar  grounds  the  cut  for 
the  Pakthia  newspaper  as 
well  as  Herat  magazine  was 
enlarged. 

vfeanwhile,  with  audio- 
visual unit's  cooperation 
the  Directorate  arra'nged 
for  the  films  on  foreign  vi- 
sits by  the  President  of  the 
Republic  and  those  of  visits 
to  Afghanistan  of  leaders  of 
friendly  countries,  to  be  sent 
to  the  provinces  for  screen- 
ing. 

FOREIGN  PUBLICATIONS 
DIVISION: 

The  basic  responsibility 
of  this  Divisio'n  lies  in  che- 
cking and  inspection  of  all 
publications  such  as  books, 
treatises,  magazines,  jour- 
nals, newspapers,  drawings, 
photographs,  musical  not- 
es, records,  films,  slides,  rec- 
orded tunes/songs,  publi- 
city, political  and  religious 
pamphlets  a'nd  all  other  pr- 
inted matter  received  in 
Afghanistan  from  different 
foreign  sources. 

During  the  first  six  mon- 
ths of  the  current    year  ov- 
er 52591  items  comprising 
books,    magazines,  newspa- 
pers, feature  a'nd  non-feat- 
ure films,  records,  recorded 
tapes  and  etc,  in  English, 
French,    Russian,  German, 
Indian,     Japanese,  Italian, 
etc.  that  were  received  th- 
rough the  central  and  pro- 
vincial customs  as  well  as 


the  past  office  were  inspec- 
ted by  this  Division  which 
additionally,  facilitated  the 
showing  in  Kabul  of  a  nu- 
mber of  foreign  plays. 

AFGHANISTAN  YEAR 
BOOK: 

The  Directorate  for  Annu- 
als gathered  data  on  prom- 
inent features  of  the  coun- 
try's developme*nt  activit- 
ies which  together  with 
the  world  happenings,  al- 
ong with  descriptive  infor- 
mation pertaining  to  vari- 
ous facets  of  life  in  the 
country  were  presented  in 
issue  No.  42  of  the  year- 
book. In  addition  to  that  a 
treatise  entitled  "A  Look 
Into  Afghanistan's  Cultural 
Contributions  In  the  Isla- 
mic Era"  was  also  produced 
and  published  by  thi^  Divi- 
sion. 

Similarly,  the  contents 
for  the  curent  yearbook 
have  been  collected,  rend- 
ering salient  features  of 
developments  on  the  nati- 
onal as  well  as  internation- 
al plane.  The  yearbook  was 
dedicated  to  the  fourth  ann- 
iversary of  the  Republican 
Revolution  of  Saratan  26th. 

Directorate  General  of  Pub- 
licity : 

To  enlighten  the  society 
this  Directorate  has  prepa- 
red sermons  and  regularly 
affected  interpretations  in- 
to Pashtu  of  Holy  Koran. 
The  other  assigned  functi- 
ons of  this  Directorate  are 
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handled  by  the  following 
branches. 

Publicity  Board: 

A  regular  program  of 
presenting  interpretations 
into  Pashtu  of  Holy  Ko- 
ran has  been  maintain- 
ed. During  this  period  the 
board  examined  and  com- 
mented on  books  and  maga- 
zines numbering  400  in  all 

As  many  as  185  priests 
and  160  muezzins  were  gi- 
ven the  prescribed  examin- 
ations whilst  appropriate 
collaboration  has  been  ex- 
tended to  the  concerned  de- 
partment of  Kabul  Muni- 
cipality in  improving  the 
mosques.  Meanwhile,  the 
work  Of  the  provincial  pub- 
licity divisions  have  been 
supervised  by  the  Board 
too. 

The  Directorate  of  Paya- 
m-i-Haq  magazine: 

This  magazine  continued 
to  be  published  on  monthly 
basis  and  distributed  to  the 
readers. 

A  special  issue  of  the 
magazine  was  prepared  on 
the  occasion  of  the  birth  of 
Holy  Prophet  Mohammad 
and  was  distributed  at  the 
function  held  in  honour 
thereof. 

The  Audio — Visual  Dep- 
artment : 

Since  26  Saratan  1355  this 
department  has  shown  in 
77  locations  within  Kabul 
Logar,     Chore,  Uruzgan, 


Kandahar,  Kunduz,  Bagh- 
lan,  Nangarhar,  Balkh,  and 
Samangan  provinces  a  total 
of  221  programmes  compr- 
ising training  and  feature 
films  on  the  developments 
in  the  wake  of  the  Republ- 
ican Revolution,  visits  wit- 
hin Afghanistan  and  abroad 
by  the  President  of  the 
Republic,  Jashen  celebra- 
tions, ceremonieg  of  raising 
the  Republican  Flag,  peo- 
ple's welcome  of  the  New 
Order  and  the  advancements 
achieved  under  this  regime. 

Similarly,  the  Department 
publicised  the  national  tu- 
nes, Republic's  anthem  and 
songs  as  well  as  the  Repu- 
blican slogans  while  such 
things  as  photographs  of 
the  President  of  the  Repu- 
blic, the  state  emblem,  the 
flag.  Republic's  slogans,  the 
speech  entitled  '^Address  to 
the  People",  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan, the  four-year 
performance  of  the  Cover- 
nment  and  the  report  on 
the  activities  of  the  Minis- 
try of  Information  and  Cul- 
ture were  so  widely  distri- 
buted as  to  reach  over 
227044  people. 

The  presentation  of  the 
above  programs  have  de- 
finitely proved  useful  in 
enlightening  the  people  with 
a  cleaner  understanding  of 
the  latest  achievements  in 
various  areas.  This  is  bor- 
ne out  by  the  intense  inte- 
rest people  showed  towards 
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these  programoies.  It  is  al- 
so noteworthy  that  this 
Department  started  in  1356 
the  operation  of  its  silk 
screen  section  which  has  pr- 
oduced a  good  number  of 
valuable  posters  for  use  by 
our  compatriots. 

The  audio-visual  progra- 
ms shown  in  the  provinces 
are  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowing figures: 

Logar  province :  From 
20/4/55  to  28/4/55  five  pr- 
ogrammes were  offered  in 
an  area  where  700  people 
attended. 

Chore  Province:  From 
24/4/55  to  3/5/55  eleven 
programs  were    offered  to 
an  area  with  27200  people. 

Kabul  Province :  From 
26/4/55  to  26/12/55  eight- 
een programs  offered  in 
two  areas  with  33900  people. 

Uruzgan  Province:  From 
26/4/55  to  17/5/55  sixteen 
programs  covering  five  lo- 
calities with    20600  people. 

Nimroze  Province:  From 
26/4/55  to  28/5/55  four 
programs  in  an  area  with 
6500. 

Kandahar  province :  From 
20/5/55  to  25/5/55  were  of- 
fered in  nine  localities  with 
9700  people. 

Kunduz  Province:  From 
18/7/55  to  7/8/55  twenty 
five  programs  in  ten  locali- 
ties   encompassing  16024 
people. 

Baghlan  Province:  From 
9/8/55  to  26/8/55  fifty-one 
programs  in  14  locations  co- 


vering 18420  people. 

Nangarhar     Province  : 
From  18/1/55  to  28/2/55 
forty-two    programs  in  27 
localities  encompassing  43- 
700  people. 

Samangan  P!rovince:  Fr- 
om 16/3/56  to  21/3/56  thir- 
ty programs  in  12  localities 
covering  23000  people. 

Balkh  Province:  From 
25/3/56  to  21/4/56  eighteen 
programs  in  six  localities 
covering  21000  people. 

Features  Department: 

Ever  since  its  establishm- 
ent in  Aqrab  1354  within 
the  Ministry  of  Information 
and  Culture,  this  Departm- 
ent has  served  as  a  central 
bureau  for  the  provision  of 
material  to  be  disseminated. 
Having  stepped  up  its  ser- 
vices during  last  year  it 
produced  essays,  articles, 
commentaries  and  transla- 
tions numbering  450  in  all 
and  were  made  available  to 
the  country's  institutions  of 
mass  media. 

The  material  thus  prep- 
ared, descriptive  of  the  me- 
rits of  the  Republican  re- 
gime and  the  fundamental 
changes,  have  been  predo- 
minantly furnished  to  the 
provincial  newspapers  to 
ensure  enhancement  of  the 
level  of  their  information 
services.  It  has,  furthermo- 
re, cooperated  with  other 
departments  of  the  Minis- 
try in  rendering  translation 
of  material  they  have  sub- 
mitted. To  continue  expan- 
sion of  the  assigned  func- 
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tioiis  the  Department  enla- 
rged its  organisation  during 
the  current  year. 

Moreover,  it  participated 
in  the  sessions  of  the  Gr- 
and Assembly  in  order  to 
facihtate  provision  of  press 
and  communication  servic- 
es. Meanwhile,  the  Depa- 
rtment prepared  a  special 
pubhcation  covering  the 
government's  performance 
and  the  four-year  activity 
of  the  Ministry  of  Inform- 
ation and  Culture  and  its 
copies  were  distributed 
to  the  members  of  the  As- 
sembly. 

Libraries  and  exhibits  of 
works  of  art  were  set  up  in 
the  hostel  for  the  delega- 
tes and  the  upper  parlour 
of  Kabul  Nendari  Theatre. 
The  members  of  this  Dep- 
artment collaborated  with 
Radio  Afghanistan,  Afghan 
Nendarey,  Afghan  Films, 
Department  of  Music  and 
Women's  Organisation  in 
making  art  and  film  prog- 
rams which  were  perform- 
ed or  shown  in  Radio  Afgh- 
anistan auditorium.  Kabul 
Nendari  Theatre,  Zainab 
Theatre,  Park  and  Ariana 
Cinemas  in  honour  of  the 
delegates  to  the  Grand 
Assembly.  This  Department 
has  extended  cooperation 
in  the  organisation  and  con- 
duct of  scientific  and  cultu- 
ral seminars.  Presently,  it  is 
intent    on  steadily  expand- 


ing its  services  involving 
preparation  of  material  for 
dissemination,  translation 
of  various  works  and  giving 
professional  advice  and  co- 
nsultations. 

NEWSPAPERS : 

Jamhouriat  Daily: 

Serving  to  mirror  the  na- 
tional aspirations,  Jamho- 
uriat Daily,  has  been  able 
to  present  the  national  and 
international  views  and  de- 
velopments on  the  basis  of 
realism  and  in  accord  with 
the  basic  national  require- 
ments. It  has  served  its  part 
in  the  promulgation  of  the 
Republican  Government's 
plans,  projects  and  the  im- 
plementation actions.  Ow- 
ing to  this  merit,  the  subs- 
cription and  as  a  result  cir- 
culation of  the  paper  inc- 
reased considerably.  Toge- 
ther with  this,  Jamhouriat 
newsmagazine,  a  bi-month- 
ly publication,  carried  on 
the  task  of  enlightenment 
as  well  as  publicity  of  the 
Republican  Government's 
objectives  in  complete  fi- 
delity. 

Jamhouriat  Daily,  infor- 
ms its  thousands  of  readers 
of  the  current  news  in  the 
early  morning  hours  of  the 
day.  It  is  noteworthy  that, 
with  a  view  to  responding 
to  the  feelings  of 
Afghan  students  abroad,  in 
1353  it  was  decided  to  send 
them  regularly   through  our 
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embassies  at  Government's 
expense,  copies  of  Jamho- 
uriat  Daily. 

In  compliance  with  the  de- 
cision one  thousand  copies 
were  transmitted  on  the  first 
day,  and  due  to  transporta- 
tion difficulties  the  volume 
of  the  newspapers  thus  des- 
patched has  settled  to  400 
copies  per  day.  That  is  in 
addition  to  the  subscriptions 
by  a  segment  of  the  stud- 
ents. 

The  circulation  of  Jam- 
houriat  Daily  went  higher 
this  year  than  the  preced- 
mg  year  because  not  only 
there  has  been  an  increase 
i'n  the  readership  in  the  ca- 
pital but  also  on  account  of 
greater  demand  in  the  pro- 
vinces. 

The  specialized  pages  of 
the  newspaper  carrying  ar- 
ticles contributed  by  many 
writers  consists  of  Wo- 
men and  Life,  Law,  He- 
alth, Education,  Scientific 
pages  as  well  as  Your  Fri- 
day page  which  added 
only  on  Thursday.  The  ne- 
wspaper is  keen  to  attract 
cooperation  of  more  cap- 
able writer  to  the  latter 
page  in  order  that  it  may 
be  rendered  more  scienti- 
lic  and  compatible  with 
the  readers'  needs.  Page  4 
always  features  a  theme  se- 
lected from  foreign  sources 
a'nd  presented  in  the  trans- 
lated form.  Page  5  carries 
miscellaneous   things  about 


art  or  interesting  n(m^s  it- 
ems. 

Jamhounat  Daily  and  Jam- 
houriat  Newsmagazine  are 

so  organised  to  ensure  ful- 
fillment of  their  missions  in 
the  political,  economic,  cul- 
tural, social,  health,  legal, 
scientific  and  literary  sph- 
eres in  a  sound  and  effec- 
tive manner. 

Anis  daily. 

During  the  current  year 
the  daily  Anis  was  able  to 
further  improve  tfie  quahty 
of  its  news  on  account  of 
which  our  countrymen's  in- 
terest for  it  grew  and,  na- 
turally so  did  the  subscrip- 
tions. In  an  effort  to  cap- 
ture different  liking  and 
taste  on  most  days  of  the 

week  it  was  published  in 

ten  pages  whereas  it  was 

ordinarily     published  in 

eight  pages. 

Exceptionally  issued  in 
twelve  pages  on  Thursdays, 
however,  during  the  curr- 
ent year  it  was  often  aug- 
mented to  fourteen  pages  on 
such  days. 

Besides  publishing  the  ne- 
ws of  the  Government  plans, 
new  developments  and  ch- 
anges the  paper  ensured 
coverage  of  sound,  constru- 
ctive views  expressed  by 
the  people. 

To  seek  ways  and  means 
for  solving  the  difficulties 
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of  the  people,  Anis  spoiiwSo- 
r  ed  symposia  in  which  the 
heads  and  representatives 
of  concerned  departments 
were  invited  to  participate, 
The  people's  problems  were 
put  forward  in  the  form  of 
specific  questions.  The  ans- 
wers given  together  with 
the  questions  asked  were 
published.  The  public  rea- 
ction indicated  thcit  they  we- 
re satisfied  with  the  work. 

The  Neshkhand  &  Nosh- 
khand  column  meaning  gri- 
mace and  chucle  which  con- 
tains critical  material  was 
added  this  year. 

Zhwandoon  Magazine: 

A  weekly  magazine  Zh- 
wandoon meaning  'life" 
has  been  publishing  infor- 
mative, research  and  mis- 
cellaneous material  of  in- 
terest to  the  readers.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  efforts 
were  made  to  sohcit  contr- 
ibutions from  scientists  and 
scholars  on  national  and 
social  topics  for  publicati- 
on in  the  magazine.  Simi- 
larly, writers  were  approa- 
ched for  increased  coope- 
ration in  making  the  cont- 
ent s  of  the  magazine  more 
varied  so  as  to  better  provi- 
de for  the  cultural  needs 
of  the  society. 

Children's  Anis: 

The  weekly  magazine, 
Children's  Anis,  besid- 
es publishing  hundreds 
of  stories  as  well  as  amus- 
ing   anecdotes  and  tidbits 


featured  in  the  past  year 
such  material  that  could 
qualify  as  supplementary  to 
the  school    instruction  for 
the  boy  and  girl  readers. 
That  is,  under  column  "Li- 
ght of  Learning"  difi'nitions 
selected    from  textbooks, 
crossword  puzzles,  reading 
and  writing,    admission  ex- 
aminations and  a  special 
page  for  scientific  experim- 
ents,   pictures  of  talented 
students  and  those  of  the 
pupils  on     school  honour 
rolls  accompanying  the  in- 
terviewers   with  them  gave 
the     publication  pleasing 
variety. 

Children's  Anis  is  explor- 
ing the  possibilities  of  im- 
proving the  essence  of  its 
contents  and  as  such  is  ac- 
tively considering  innovati- 
ve and  new  schemes  for 

introduction  in  the  coming 
year. 

Hey  wad  daily: 

Based  on  its  publishing 
policy,  Daily  Heywad  cov- 
ers the  happenings  inside 
and  outside  the  country,  na- 
tional culture  and  general- 
ly throws  light  on  the  var- 
ious aspects  of  social  life 
of  our  people.  This  news- 
paper which  is  pubHshed  en- 
tirely in  Pashtu  ordinarily 
consists  of  eight  pages  wi- 
th one  page  devoted  on 
Sundays  to  "Home  and 
Society"  that  aims  at 
providing  solutions  for 
training,     social     and  eco- 
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nomic  problems. 

In  the  past  year  of  its 
publication  Daily  Heywad 
highlights  archaeology 
and     historic  monuments 
in  the  country  with  a  view 
to  stressing    their  actual 
importance.     Other  topics 
of  interest    covered    by  it 
have  been  the  presentation 
of  artistic  and    athletic  in- 
formation and  figures. 

To  fulfill  its  part  in  the 
publication  of  the  works  of 
the  native  writers.  Daily 
Heywad  featured  the  pu- 
blication in  regular  install- 
ments of  the  two  books  en- 
titled ^'Journey  around  the 
Earth  and  Moon'  beginning 
from  before  1356  through 
to  the  end  of  the  year.  From 
the  start  of  1356  Daily  Hey- 
wad has  constantly  carried 
reports  and  interviews  by 
correspondents  on  the  de- 
velopment projects  and  the 
activities  of  the  Governm- 
ent organisations  as  well  as 
industrial  establishments 
and  factories. 

Such  coverage  will  con- 
tinue in  proportion  to  its 
assigned  role  in  the  news 
and  cultural  spectrum. 

The  Kabul  Times: 

Published  in  English,  the 
Kabul  Times  Daily  continu- 
ed its  services  as  a  major 
element  in  the  country's  sy- 
stem of  mass  media.  It 
regularly  carried  news  and 
wide-ranging   reports  of  de- 


velopments in  Afghanistan 
and  abroad.  The  Directora- 
te General  for  Publicity 
of  Afghanistan  which  se- 
rves within  the  framework 
of  the  Kabul  Times  institu- 
tion has  endeavoured  to 
present  different  cultural, 
economic  and  social  facets 
of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan. The  Directorate  Ge- 
neral's publications  worthy 
to  note  are  as  follows: 

A.  Quarterly  newsmagaz- 
ine Ariana  has  been  re- 
gularly put  out  in  English 
too. 

B.  Republic  of  Afghanist- 
an's Yearbook  for  1355  ca- 
me out  of  press  in  Dalwa  of 
that  year  in  535  pages. 

C.  Non-periodical,  illust- 
rated, miscellaneous  pub- 
lications were  Machine  In- 
dustry in  Afghanistan,  Na- 
tive Costums  of  Afghanis- 
tan, Education  in  Afghan- 
istan, Afghan  Women  —  a 
progress  report,  Colour  Pam- 
phlet of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan and  the  views  ab- 
out Afghanistan  of  the  par- 
ticipants in  the  seminar  on 
Sayed  Jamaluddin  Afghani. 

D.  In    compliance  with 
requests  from  interested 
jpersons  and  organisations 
the  national  flag,  national 
anthem,  books,  photographs 
and    other  materials  on  Af- 
ghanistan were  sent  to  dif- 
ferent countries  abroad. 

E.  On  different  aspects  of 
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study  of  Afghanistan,  Ka- 
bul Times  has  extended 
cooperation  to  the  foreign 
researchers  and  writers 
and  provided  them  inform- 
ation and  following  mater- 
ial free  of  charge. 

1.  Collection  of  speeches 
by  the  President  of  the  Re- 
public in  241  copies. 

2.  Different  issues  of  Ar- 
iana  magazine  entitled  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan, 
2477  copies  in  all. 

3.  The  English  version 
of  Afghanistan  Yearbooks 
for  the  years  1974,  1976, 
1977  in  444  copies. 

4.  Jamhouriat    booklet  in 

657  copies. 

5.  A  total  of  2690  copies 
of  various  pamphlets. 

6.  As  many  as  375  cop- 
ies of  the  publication  on 
history  of  Herat  city. 

35  pieces  of  framed  slides. 

In  addition  to  the  above 
many  copies  of  national  an- 
them notations,  posters, 
maps  of  Afghanistan,  ma- 
ps and  posters  of  Kabul 
city  were  made  available 
to  scientific  and  internati- 
onal personalities  and  lib- 
raries in  different  count- 
ries abroad. 

Kahole  Magazine: 

The  word  Kahole  having 
an  old  Arian  root  means 
"Family  and  Woman".  Hen- 
ce, in  keeping  with  the  Re- 
publican   Government's  cul- 


tural policy  this  magazine 
was  founded  with  the  obj- 
ect of  enlightening  the  wom- 
en population  to  enable  th- 
em to  take  greater  part  in 
the  national  and  social  life 
of  the  country.  With  its 
preliminary  arrangements 
completed  in  Jauza  of  1355 
the  first  issue  of  Kahole 
came  out  of  press  in  the 
month  Of  Dalwa  of  that  ye- 
ar in  200  pages,  attractively 
cut  and  bound. 

Having  recently  emerg- 
ed in  the  mass  media  hori- 
zon of  the  country,  Kah- 
ole takes  pride  in  the  fact 
that  it  was  founded  in  the 
third  year  of  establishment 
of  the  Republic  and  that  its 
premier  issue  was  distri- 
buted to  the  nation's  depu- 
ties in  the  Grand  Assembly. 

Till  today  six  issues  of 
the  magazine  have  come 
forth  an(3  made  available  to 
the  readers.  Featuring  sci- 
entific, research  and  in- 
vestigative, ethical,  social, 
cultivative  and  artistic  ar- 
ticles as  well  as  short  sto- 
ries. Kahole  is  keen  to 
present  on  its  pages  the 
most  prominent  national 
and  international  woman 
nersonalities.  It  is  quite  a 
fact  for  the  magazine 
that  despite  its  youth  it  has 
manasfed  to  appeal  very 
well  to  its  readers. 

Frovinci  al  Departments 

of  Information  and  Culture: 
The  Provincial  Departm- 
ents of  Information  and  Cul- 
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lure  continued  to  discharge 
their  duties  in  their  respec- 
tive provinces,  aiming  to 
expa'nd  their  activites  as 
called  for  by  the  Republican 
Revolution's  objectives  and 
cultural  policy.  Besides  pu- 
blishing their  daily  newspa- 
pers the  various  branches 
of  these  departments  rend- 
ered other  information  and 
cultural  services  also.  The 
'newspapers  thus  published 
are  as  follows : 

1.  In  Herat  '  Ettefaqe  Is- 
lam" Daily  13  published  in 
four  pages  containing  ma- 
terial in  both  Pashtu 
Dari  languages. 

2.  "Bedar"  Daily  is 
I  i shed  in  both  Pashtu 
Dari  in  four  pages  by 
I'd  form  at  ion  and  Culture 
Di^partment  of  Balkh  Pro- 
vince. 


and 

pub- 
and 
the 


3. 


a- 


'Nangarhar"  Daily  is 
published  in  Pashtu  in  four 
pages  in  Nangarhar. 

4.  "Tuloe  Afghan"  Dai- 
ly is  published  in  Pashtu  in 
four  pages  in  Ka'ndahar. 

5.  "Wulangeh"  Daily  is 
published  in  Pashtu  in  four 
pages  in  Pakthia. 

6.  "Etehad"  Daily  is  pu- 
blished in  Pashto  and  Dari 
in  four  pages  by  Baghlan 
Information  and  Culture 
Department. 

7.  "San?ie"  Daily  is  pub- 
lished in  Pashtu  and  Dari  in 
four  pa^^es  in  Ghazni. 

8.  "Parwan"  Daily  is  pub- 
fished  in  Pashtu  an^  Dari 


in  lour  pages  by  Parwan 
Department. 

9.  "Dewa"  Daily  is  pub- 
lished inn  Pashtu  and  Dari 
in  four  pages  in  Jozjan. 

10.  *Tariab"  Daily  is  pub- 
lished in  Pashtu  a'nd  Dari 
in  four  pages  in  Fariab  Pr- 
ovnce. 

11.  "Badakhshan"  Daily 
is  published  in  Pashtu  and 
Dari  in  four  pages  in  Bad- 
akhshan  province. 

12.  "Helma'nd"  newspaper 
is  published  in  Pashtu  and 
Dari  in  four  pages  twice 
weekly  by  Helm  and  Depart- 
ment of  Information  and 
Culture. 

13.  "Kunduz"  newspaper 
is  published  in  Pashtu  atid 
Dari  in  four  pages  twice 
weekly  by  Kunduz  Depart- 
ment. 

14.  "Siestan"  newspaper  is 
published  in  Pashtu  and  Da- 
ri in  four  pages  twice  wee- 
kly by  Farah  Department. 

15.  "Herat"  magazine  is 
published  monthly  in  Pash- 
tu and  Dari  by  Herat  Dep- 
artment. 

16.  *'Kandahar"  magazine 

is  published  monthly  in 
Pashtu  by  Kandahar  De- 
partment. 

17.  "Nangarhar*'  newsma- 
gazine is  published  month- 
ly in  Pashto  in  Nangarhar 
province. 

18.  'Takthia''  newsmai- 
gazine  is  published  month- 
ly in  Pashtu  in  Pakthia  pro- 
vince. 
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Radio  Afghanistan : 

In  keeping  with  the  Rep- 
LibHcan  government's  cultu- 
ral policy,  in  compliance 
with  directions  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Information  and 
Culture  and  with  due  reg- 
ard to  the  people's  expec- 
tations, Radio  Afghanistan 
has  continued  its  regular 
transmissions  keyed  to  pro- 
vide information  and  en- 
lightening programs.  Ai- 
ming at  expansion  of  the 
services  the  radio  prog- 
rams totalled  74  variously 
covering  the  areas  of 
education,  information  and 
art  together  with  daily  as 
well  as  weekly  programs 
broadcast  for  Afghans  and 
interested  persons  abroad. 
To  achieve  the  above  objec- 
tives a  total  Of  151  hours 
and  thirty  minutes  in  a  week 
are  assigned  for  domestic 
transmission  atid  thirty — 
one  hours  and  thirty  min- 
utes in  a  week  for  external 
broadcasts. 

The  various  departments 
of  Radio  Afghanistan  are: 
A — Department  of  Broad- 
casts : 

It  is  mainly  as  a  result  of 
collaboratioYi  among  the 
four  divisions  of  education, 
information,  music,  art  and 
literature  that  the  domestic 
broadcasts  involving  diffe- 
rent programs  based  on 
national  and  political  req- 
uirements of  the  Afghan  so- 
ciety are  produced  and  ma- 
de available  for  transmiss- 
ion.   Checking      a'nd  sup- 


ervision over  tlie  programs 
is  effected  by  the  Programs 
Section  whilst  their  recor- 
ding and  actual  broadcas- 
ting are  supervised  by  the 
Technical  Department. 
L  I'nformation  Division: 

This  Division  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  broadcast  of  ne- 
ws and  information  mater- 
ial, domestic  and  external 
services  in  Pashto  langua- 
ge, preparing  special  re- 
ports, broad<:ast  of  comm- 
entaries contained  in  local 
newspapers  as  well  as  com- 
mentaries on  the  current 
happenings  and  state  of 
affairs. 

Half  an  hour  is  devoted 
each  week  to  the  program 
known  as  "In  the  light  of 
the  Republic"  to  itiform  the 
people  about  the  progressi- 
ve objectives  of  the  Republi- 
can Regime  and  advancem- 
ent on  the  basis  of  scientific 
research  and  investigation. 
Similarly,  a  15-minute  pro- 
gram is  broadcast  during 
the  week  for  clarification  of 
eco'n om ic  questions . 

Hence  during  past  year, 
in  addition  to  the  regular 
morning,  noontime  and 
evening  news  a  total  of  52 
broadcasts  under  the  prog- 
ram "In  the  Light  of  the 
Republic",  365  commenta- 
ries in  Pashto  and  Dari  and 
52  economic  programs  were 
prepared  by  this  Division, 

The    commentary  ''Inter- 
pretation of  Important  Ev- 
ents of  the  Week"  which 
used  to  be    broadcast  on 
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Fridays  for  50  minutes  was 
re-titled  "World  Politics 
and  Events",  and  combin- 
ing description  of  political 
themes  in  simple  easy  wor- 
ds, was  now  offered  in  a 
IS-'minute  lap  of  transrais- 
sioti. 

Moreover,  the  15-minute 
weekly  program  of  the  Un- 
ited Nations  and  those  for 
the  national  and  special 
days  of  friendly  countries 
are  handled  by  this  Divis- 
ion. 

It  is  opportune  to  mention 
here  that  in  the  past  year 
the  foundation  was  laid  of 
an  archives  intended  to 
serve  as  a  source  for  the 
preparation  of  political  and 
news  commentaries. 

2.  Educational  Divisio'n: 
This  Division  is  respon- 
sible for  compiling  progr- 
ams of  educational,  instruc- 
tive, social  and  informa- 
tive essence  and  in  view  of 
its  role  in  catering  for  the 
enlightenment  needs  of  the 
society  is  an  important  or- 
gan of  Radio  Afghanistan. 

By  virtue  of  its  mission 
for  enlightenment  and  edu- 
cation the  Division  has  en- 
deavoured, taking  into  con- 
sideration the  listeners'  as- 
pirations, standard  of  liv- 
ing as  well  as  understanding 
and  people's  actual  need, 
to  organize  educational,  cul- 
tivative  and  social  progra- 
ms so  as  to  ensure  the  so- 
ciety's intellectual  deve- 
lopment in  consonance  with 
the  Republican  system's  pro- 


gressive objectives. 

In  pursuit  of  the  abov^^ 
objectives  the  Educational 
Division  offered  the  follo- 
wing programs: 

"Family  Life"  program 
was  offered  through  317 
series,  which  aiming  to  en- 
lighten families  convened 
educational,  social  and  he 
alth  topics. 

"The  world  of  the  youth" 
was  broadcast  through  fifty- 
one  sessions.  Involving  ma- 
ny a  specialised  topic  the 
program  has  been  intended 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
country's  youth  to  their 
national  an^  social  respon- 
sibilities. 

'*New  light  in  the  life  of 
women"  was  broadcast  th- 
rough a  series  of  52  prog- 
rams, in  conformity  with 
the  Republic's  objective,  to 
encourage  women  toward 
their  greater  participation 
in  social  life  and  to  enrich 
their  understanding  of  rig- 
hts as  well  as  social  obliga- 
tions, 

"Villagers  and  farmers' 
program"    was  regularly 
pursued    through  365  ses- 
sions, informing    them  ab- 
out news  Of    events,  the 
Republican  Governmemt's 
economic  development  pro- 
grams in  general    and  proj- 
ects for  the  growth  and  im- 
provement of  agriculture 
in    particular.  "Children's 
specialised    program"  broa- 
dcast twice  weekly  and  aim- 
ing to  nourish  their  thinking 
with    social,    historical  and 
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educational  information  and 
to  impress  upon  them  the 
country's  cultural  glories 
was  rendered  through  a  se- 
ries of  104  sessions.  Of 
course,  closely  linked  there- 
to were  provided  a  total  of 
365  short  stories  for  their 
entertainment  and  thought 
stimulation. 

"Quiz  show"  a  fitt- 
ing means  of  conceptual  de- 
velopment this  program 
has  been  produced  outside 
the  studios  of  Radio  Afgha- 
nistan and  broadcast  regu- 
larly on  Friday  nights.  Ex- 
tensions of  this  program 
have  been  offered  additio- 
nally on  special  occasions 
such  as  Eid  festivals.  As 
such  during  the  past  year 
a  total  of  52  schedules  of 
this  program  were  transm- 
itted. ''We  and  Our  Listen- 
ers" :  Designed  to  provide 
answers  to  social  and  infor- 
m  ation-seeking  questions 
asked  by  the  listeners,  this 
program  was  offered  to 
our  countrymen  through  a 
total  of  50  broadcasts. 
Program  for  Favourites  and 
Music  : 

Encompassing  fresh  to- 
pics variously  involving 
scientific  phenomena  and 
breakthroughs,  geographic- 
al and  archaeological  exp- 
lorations, cluster  of  inte- 
resting current  world  ev- 
ents are  offered  in  combin- 
ation with  pieces  of  songs 
and  music  selected  by  peo- 
ple, through  a  two-hour  ses- 
sion every  day;  and  prop- 


ortionately seasoned  they 
are  with  tidbits  sent  by  our 
listeners  and  interviews  wi- 
th collection-holders. 

''Gift  of  Dawn"  is  an  edu- 
cational, instructive  pro- 
gram dealing  with  the  cur- 
rent needs  of  the  Afghan 
society.  It  was  broadcast 
through  a  total  of  33  sess- 
ions. 

It  may  be  pointed  that 
delivery  of  sermons  and 
preaching  of  religious  the- 
mes while  being  oriented 
to  be  in  tune  with  the  peo- 
ple's actual  requirements 
have  been  planned,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  ensure  the 
strengthening  of  national 
unity  and  cultivating  colle- 
ctive responsibility  in  the 
mind  of  the  people  in  the 
light  of  the  Republic's  high 
objectives  as  well  as  the 
eternal  religious  values. 

Thus  the  religious  prog- 
rams organised  last  year 
were    offered  as  follows: 

Recitation  of  Holy  Kor- 
an associated  with  interp- 
retation of  the  passages  re- 
cited, was  broadcast  every- 
day for  half-hour  duration, 
hence  bringing  the  total  to 
v365  recitations. 

"Siratun-Nabi"  meaning 
The  virtues  of  the  Holy 
Prophet"  was    offered  th- 
rough 311    broadcasts  ex- 
cepting holidays. 

"Men  of  God"  was  broad- 
cast on  Friday —  52  progr- 
ams in  all. 

Sermons :     scheduled  on 
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Fridays  as  well  as  Friday 
nights,  the  sermons  were 
delivered  through  104  br- 
oadcasts. Special  programs 
lor  Ramadan,  Holy  Proph- 
et's Birthday,  Id  festivals 
and  Maharamul  Haram  (So- 
lemn commemoration  of  the 
martyrdom  of  the  Holy  Pro- 
phet's grandson)  totalled 
forty. 

Radio  Physician,  you  and 
your  health:  Under  this 
program  which  was  consid- 
erably improved  in  extent 
and  quality  important  direc- 
tions were  offered  to  the 
people  on  topical  questions 
of  health  and  it^  preservati- 
on, health  and  environment, 
household  and  individual 
health.  Fifty-two  programs 
were  broadcast  on  each  of 
the  said  major  topics. 

Furthermore,  there  were 
positive  changes  in  the  con- 
tents of  the  specialised  pro- 
grams which  are  prepared 
by  other  organisations  and 
broadcast  from  Radio  Afgh- 
anistan. These  are  Red 
Crescent,  Voice  of  Education 
Police  the  Servant  of  the 
Society,  each  having  been 
covered  by  26,  26  and  52 
programs  respectively. 

''Under  "Famous  Per- 
sonalities of  the  World'*  a 
total  of  twenty  four  prog- 
rams were  broadcast  the 
major  portion  of  it  being  de- 
voted to  recognition  of  our 
native  personalities  of  lear- 
ning and  fame. 

''World  of  Sports"  provi- 
ding rehable  news  of  the 


national  and  world  sports 
events  through  52  programs 
with  the  national  sports  re- 
ceiving wider  and  more  sp- 
ecial coverage.  The  science 
program  called  "From  the 
Tent  to  the  Moon"  was 
broadcast  through  a  total 
of  fifty  two  schedules,  dea- 
ling with  the  latest  achieve- 
ments Of  science  and  tech- 
nology. 

Radio  at  Your  Service: 
With  the  enforcement  last 
year  of  the  Constitution  our 
country  was  poised  to  un- 
dergo major  changes.  In 
consequence  of  the  respon- 
sibility thus  devolving  upon 
each  individual  and  the 
Republic's  urgent  demand 
for  greater  cooperation  fr- 
om all  the  countrymen  and 
countrywomen  as  well  as 
the  various  departments, 
the  need  has  ever  more 
strongly  been  felt  to  ensu- 
re continually  informing 
the  people  about  the  exe- 
cution by  the  responsible 
Departments  of  the  proj- 
ects and  the  difficulties  th- 
at might  hamper  their  plan- 
vied  implementation.  In 
view  of  this  the  Educational 
Division  was  assigned  the 
task  of  instituting  a  one- 
hour  program  called  "Rad- 
io at  your  service"  which 
was  launched  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  current  year  so 
as  to  provide  for  the  parti- 
cipation by  appropriate  tur- 
ns of  the  Departments  and 
organisations  concerned 
with  the  public    services,  to 
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anvSvver  the  listeners'  ques- 
tions   and /or  suggestions 
pertaining  to  the  work  oi 
their  respective  department 
or  orga'nisations. 

Literature  and  Art  Divi- 
sion : 

Besides  protecting  the 
country's  tradition  of  cul- 
ture and  literature  Radio 
Afghanistan  render  its  art- 
cum-cultural  services  th- 
rough the  art  and  literature 
division.  Assigned  with  the 
task  of  hroadcasting  pro- 
grams o'n  literary,  artistic 
and  diversionary  topics  the 
division  organised  such  pro- 
grams as  dramas,  stones, 
acted  pieces,  and  the  litera- 
ry programs  entitled  golden 
scales,  late  night  murmur, 
a  flower  from  each  garden, 
radio  magazine,  art  market, 
radio  theatre,  tidbits,  mu- 
sic and  notes,  life  and  th- 
ought. 

The  program  of  ^'Stories*' 
consisting  of  material  of 
instructions,  scientific  res- 
earch and  knowledge  as 
well  as  literary  essence  was 
offered  through  fifty-two 
broadcasts.  During  the  past 
year  the  program  not  only 
maintained  its  previous  le- 
vel but  also  focused  great- 
er attention  o'n  scientific  and 
philosophical  matters. 

"Life  and  Thought"  cove- 
ring scientific,  literary,  ar- 
tistic, investigative,  philoso- 
phical, educational  and  mys- 
tical themes  this  program 
was  broadcast  through  36 
schedules  giving  prominen- 


ce to  our  country's  scholars 
and  lear'ned  men. 

''Golden  Scales"  intend- 
ed to  criticise  or  comment 
on  art  and  literary  works, 
it  puts  the  epic  heroes  un- 
der the  limelight.  This  pro- 
gram, due  to  its  special 
style,  was  offered  through 
54  broadcasts  to  our  expan- 
ded throng  Of  listeners. 

"The  late-night  murmur" 
being  a  manifestation  of  na- 
tional and  international  lit- 
erature has  delightfully 
combined  with  its  musical 
part  to  make  the  program 
truly  interesting.  This  pro- 
gram is  designed  to  make 
known  to  the  audience,  per- 
sonalities of  national  and 
international  classical  lite- 
rature and  specimens  of 
their  work,  at  the  same  ti- 
me to  encourage  develop- 
ment of  the  youthful  talents 
by  accommodating  their 
poems  in  the  program. 

Biographies  and  selected 
poems  of  literary  figures  of 
Afghanistan  and  the  world 
are  not  only  included  in 
this  program  but  they  are 
also  treated  in  the  program 
entitled  "A  flower  from 
each  garden".  However,  the 
growing  tendency  is  for 
the  introduction  of  poets 
and  their  poetry  to  be  fo- 
und in  the  program  entitled 
'  Silk  Caravan  and  White 
Flowers  of  Poetry^'.  The 
program  "silk  caravan"  co- 
vers selected  Dari  quatrains 
whilst  under  ''The  White 
Flower  of  Poetry"  pleasing 
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short  pieces  are  broadcast 
wherem  Pashto  hemisticks 
have,  Of  late,  been  increased 
and  offered  together  with 
their  translations. 

Under  "A  Flower  from 
P^ach  Garden"  fifty-two  pr- 
ograms were  broadcast. 

"Music  and  Notes":  Br- 
oadcast every  evening  on 
Radio  Afghanistan's  third 
channel  from  6:00  to  8:00 
p.m.  it  offers  educational, 
artistic  and  pieces  favou- 
rite to  the  listeners.  The 
fact  that  this  program  has 
a  great  many  listeners  is 
borne  out  by  the  increasing 
stream  of  letters  during; 
the  week.  In  this  program 
besides  fresh  songs,  short 
musicals  and  favourites  th- 
ere are  quite  a  number  of 
dialogues  a^id  acted  pieces 
inserted  aiming  to  promote 
increased  cognizance  of  the 
listeners  with  the  country's 
laws  and  regulations. 

Since  the  last  quarter  of 
the  past  year  a  number  of 
changes  have  been  introdu- 
ced in  the  program  where- 
by apart  from  the  addition 
of  instructive  substance  th- 
ere have  been  included  ma- 
ny points  representative  of 
the  improvements  and  ref- 
orms brought  about  by  the 
Government  of  the  Republic. 

Radio  Theatre :  Broadcast 
on  Fridays  at  10:05  a.m. 
for  55  minutes  it  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  hest  artistic 
and  acted  programs  with 
its  charm  being  accentua- 
ted by  interviews  with  the 


artists  an^  singers.  Prior 
to  1356  this  program  was 
broadcast  once  in  every  two 
weeks  but  with  effect  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year  it 
has  been  stepped  up  to  on- 
ce a  week  with  the  additi- 
onal change  that  its  produc- 
tion is  now  observed  in 
the  original  set-ups  in  the 
Radio  vStudios  by  the  liste- 
ners and  interested  specta- 
tors. 

''Good  Word,  Good  Tune, 
Good  News"  having  been 
recently  re-titled  "Gems 
from  the  folklore"  convey- 
ed different  folkloric  pro- 
grams such  as  children's 
songs,  lullaby,  stories,  pro- 
verbs and  sayings.  This  and 
"grouse  of  the  week"  which 
is  broadcast  every  Friday 
and  contains  reformative 
substance  were  each  broa- 
dcast through  twelve  pro- 
grams together  with  these 
26  special  programs  were 
offered  on  the  occasion  of 
Republican  Celebration,  Id 
festivals  and  other  import- 
ant days. 

Music  Division : 

This  Division  as  usual 
discharged  its  functions  in 
the  following  areas: 

1— Composition  of  new 
musical  pieces  in  the  stud- 
ios of  Radio  Afghanistan: 

Musical  tunes  were  com- 
posed by  regular  musicians 
as  well  as  the  talented  new- 
comers, with  the  assistance 
of  various  archestras  and 
under  the  supervision  of  the 
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in  usical  superintendents. 

During  the  year  in  addi- 
tion to  around  one  thousand 
tunes  nearly  100  ne^vv  songs 
were  recorded  and  submit- 
ted to  the  Radio  Archive. 

2 —  Productio'n  and  orga- 
nisation of  Radio  Afghanis- 
tan's music:  The  musical 
producers,  as  before,  pre- 
pared and  organised  the 
various  musical  programs 
of  the  radio.  From  stand- 
point of  time  musical  broa- 
dcasts reckoned  about  one 
thousand    hours  in  total. 

3 —  Organisation  and  per- 
formance Of  concerts: 

A  total  of  some  150  con- 
certs performed  at  official 
functions  and  banquets  in- 
side the  country  and  on  the 
basis  of  cultural  relations  a 
good  many  were  delivered 
in  a  number  of  friendly  fo- 
reign countries. 

Programs  Division: 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  direc- 
torate to  organise  and  coo- 
rdinate all  the  programs. 
This  involves  provision  of 
assistance  and  consultation 
to  the  production  of  in- 
dividual programs,  ensuing 
rectification  of  technical 
and  other  errors  prior  to 
broadcast  of  the  programs, 
employment  of  speakers, 
announces,  actors,  over- 
seeing the  performance  of 
the  programs  and  striving 
to  bring  about  improvem- 
ents in  each  of  the  progr 
ams.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
the  majority  of  the  speak- 


ers,   announcers  and  a  nu- 
mber  of  actor^   are  contr- 
acted,   part-time  employ- 
ees who  perform    these  fu- 
nctions  beside  their  regul- 
ar jobs.  However,  the  depa- 
rtment has  been  anxious  to 
develop  capable  cadres  of 
announcers,     speaker  and 
actors  to  man  the  various 
programs    on    the  Radio 
and  television      its  perm- 
anent employees.   As  such, 
talented    members  of  the 
various  branches  of  Radio 
were  offered  the  opportu- 
nity to  participate  in  a  spe- 
cially   designed  screening 
examination.  Out  of  an  ass- 
emblage of  850  participants 
24  persons  passed  the  pre- 
liminary examination  and 
were  enrolled  in  the  speak- 
ers'   course;  a  number  of 
these  who  had  successfully 
completed  the  course  were 
selected  for   the  job. 

The  Programs  Director- 
ate, furthermore,  compiles 
selected  items  out  of  the 
74  programs     during  the 
week  and  broadcasts  them 
under  the  title  "In  the  midst 
of  radio   transmissions"  for 
the  benefit  of  those  listen- 
ers who  might   have  missed 
one  or  the  other  of  the  ech- 
ectic  pieces. 
Pashtoonistan      Division : 
Pashtoonistan  program 
was  broadcast  for  one  hour 
everyday  regularly  in  both 
Pashto  and    Baluchi  lang- 
uages through    v365  sessions 
each. 

Advertisements  Directo- 
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rate:  As  usual,  the  radio 
broadcast  commercial  and 
montuary  advertisements 
besides  governmental  ad- 
vertisements. With  an  inc- 
rease of  Afs.  4,000,000  over 
the  previous  year  the  total 
revenues  from  this  amou- 
nted to  Afghanis  14  million 
for  the  last  year. 

External  Transmissions 
of  Radio  Afghanistan: 

Aimed  at  acquainting  fo- 
reign listeners    about  Afg- 
hanistan the  external  trans- 
missions have  been  effected 
on  short  wave  on  the  freq- 
ue'ncic^s  of  19  and  91  meter 
bands     every     day  from 
2  :  30  p.m.  to  7 : 00.  This  pro- 
gram consists  of    the  news 
of  daily  events,  information 
on  the  social  geographical, 
historic,    cultural  and  politi- 
cal facets    as  well    as  res- 
ponding   to  the  communica- 
tions from  overseas  listen- 
ers. Out    of  this  lot  a  one- 
hour  program  broadcast  on 
the  19-meter     band  from 
4:30  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  is 
devoted  to  Afghan  expatr- 
iates in  Europe.  Offered  in 
Arabic,    English,    Urdu,  Ru- 
ssian and  German   this  pro* 
gram  topped     1722  hours 
of  transmission  time  during 
the  reporting  year. 

The  Directorate  of  Ext- 
ernal Transmission,  respon- 
sible for  handling  this  pro- 
gram by  constantly  impro- 
ving its  substance  has  en- 
deavoured to  make  it  ever 
attractive    to  the  listeners. 


The  increased  spate  of  let- 
ters bears  testimony  to  the 
success  of  these  efforts. 

Technical  Department : 
Striving  to  reach  the  co- 
untry's remotest  corners, 
far  away  listeners  overseas 
and  to  extend  its  services  in 
enlightening  ever  more 
segments  of  population  ab- 
out the  high  ideals  of  the 
Republican  Regime^  Radio 
Afghanistan  took  the  follo- 
wing practical  steps  from 
technical    standpoint : 

A— Transmitting  stations 
lor  Balkh.  Kandahar  and 
Me  rat  provinces: 

To     ensure  unimpeded 
progress  of  the  Republic's 
developme^it  plans,  it  was 
decided  on  the  basis  of  the 
cultural  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of    the  Republic 
to  take  immediate    steps  to 
alleviate     the  problem  of 
the  people  involving  inter- 
ference in  radio  reception 
in  in  remote  areas  of  the 
country.  To  attain  this  goal 
a  contract  for  purchase  of 
three  medium  wave  trans- 
mitting stations    for  Herat, 
Kandahar  and    Balkh  prov- 
inces was  signed  with  the 
Yugoslav  firm  REZ  on  Saur 
20.  1354.  As    planned,  the 
equipment  was  delivered, 
installed  and  made  operati- 
onal on  time. 

B— Installation  and  com- 
missioning of  ten  new  recei- 
ving stations : 

During  the  year  an  au- 
thoritative   delegation  was 
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dispatched  to  the  provinces 
to  install  receiving  stations. 
After  completion  of  the  in- 
stallation work  commission- 
ing of  the  stations  w^re 
inaugurated  by  the  respec- 
tive governors  at  the  fol- 
lowing locations: 

1.  A  receiving  assembly 
was  installed  at  Kapisa  dis- 
trict administration  center, 
Parwan  Province. 

2.  One  assembly  at  Pul-i- 
Khumri  county  seat,  Bagh- 
la'n  Province. 

3.  One  assembly  at  And- 
khoy  county,  Fariab  Prov- 
ince. 

4.  One  assembly  at  Khulm 
county  of  Samangan  Prov- 
ince. 

5.  One  assembly  at  Pul-i- 
Alem,  Logar  Provincial  Ce- 
nter. 

6.  One  assembly  in  Meter- 
lam  town,  Laghman  Prov- 
ince. 

7.  One  assembly  at  Sam- 
kani  county  of  Pakthia  Pro- 
vince. 

8.  One  assembly  at  Gir- 
ishk  county,  Helmand  Prov 
ince. 

9.  One  assembly  in  Tirin 
Kot  town,  Oruzgan  province. 

10.  One  receiving  assemb- 
ly at  Katawaz  district  ad- 
ministration center,  Ghazni 
Provitice. 

The  above  receiving  ins- 
tallations are    serving  the 
people  on  the  basis    of  a 
prescribed  schedule. 
C — High  Power  Stations: 
The  survey  of  a  high-pow- 


er station,  due  to  nonavaila- 
bility of  expertise,  could 
not  be  undertaken  in  1355. 
It  is  however  expected  that 
in  1356,  within  the  frame- 
work of  a  contract  with  the 
UNDP,  foreign  experts  wo- 
uld be  provided  for  the  sur- 
vey to  be  accomplished. 
D — Low  power  stations: 
Radio  Afghanistan  trans- 
mitting stations  operate  on 
a  total  power  of  285  kilo- 
watts; 125  kilowats  are  us- 
ed for  the  medium  wave 
transmissions  and  the  re- 
maining 160  kw  is  employed 
for  short  wave  transmission 
requirements.  On  drawing 
the  first  and  second  five- 
year  development  plang  it 
was  envisaged  that  in  con- 
junction with  installation  of 
transmitters  in  Kabul  there 
would  be  installed  many  low 
power  re-transmitting  stati- 
ons at  various  locations 
around  the  country  so  as  to 
serve  as  relaying  stations 
to  be  later  follower  with 
provision  of  high  power  tr- 
ansmitters in  Kabul  to  en- 
sure reliable  reception  of 
Kabul  Radio  transmissions 
in  neighbouring  countries 
and  farther  out. 

It  is  to  be  stated  with  re- 
gret that  the  anticipations 
of  the  first  and  second  five- 
year  development  plans  we- 
re not  given  practical  eff- 
ect in  the  following  plans, 
thus  besetting  radio  trans- 
missions with  gross  prob- 
lems. 
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Ihe  report  of  ITU  meet- 
ing in  Geneva  last  year  con- 
firmed the  fact  that  with 
the  implementation  of  its 
plan  there  would  be  over 
10,000  transmitting  stations, 
i.e.,  around  hu'ndred  on 
each  medium  wave  channel 
operating  on  various  powers 

in  the  first  and  third  freq- 
uency allocation  regions. 
Afghanistan  bei'ng  in  the  th- 
ird region,  it  is  clearly  seen 
that  in  the  region,  and  in 
fact  all  around  the  world 
the  number  of  transmitters 
are  increasing  and  so  are 
the  power  ranges  on  which 
they  operate.  In  this  situa- 
tion it  becomes  imperative 
for  Radio  Afghanistan  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  ra- 
pidly expand  and  strength- 
en its  network. 

AimiTig  to     bring  about 

simultaneous    application  of 
the  said  plan  the  ITU  me- 
mber states  adopted  a  new 
proposal  with     certain  am- 
endments pertaining  to  me- 
dium wave  band,  which  is 
to  be  implemented  in  1978 
Radio  Afgha'nistan  delega- 
tion participating  in  the  last 
meeting  of  the  International 
Telecommunications  Unior 
managed  to  secure  registra- 
tion of  17  reserve  frequen- 
cies for  the  projected  req- 
uirements. 

Along  with  that,  the  pro- 
vision   of  low  power  equip- 
ment—  their  power  not  ex- 
ceeding one  kilowat  each  — 
operating  for  25  different 


locations  in  the  country. 

Radio  Afghanistan's  part 
in  the  Grand  Assembly: 

Without  causing  newg  co- 
verage and  its  regular  pro- 
grams to  suffer   Radio  Af- 
ghanistan ably  carried  out 
its  duties  in  directly  bring- 
ing to  the  people  the  procee- 
dings of  the    first  Grand 
Assembly  of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan.    Besides  that, 
through  special  programs 
extensive     information  on 
historic    background   of  su- 
ch assemblies,  the  traditi- 
onal importance  they  have 
had  in  the  national  life  of 
our  people  as  well  as  the 
values  enshrined   in  the  Co- 
nstitution of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan  were  broad- 
cast in  even  succession.  All 
the  assigned  members  of 
varied    specialties  of  Radio 
Afghanistan  performed  their 
functions  as  and   when  re- 
quired throughout  the  sess- 
ions of  the  Assembly. 

For  the  entertainment  of 
the  deputies  to  the  first 
Grand  Assembly  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  the 
artists  of  Radio  Afghanist- 
an performed  concerts  and 
many  other  interesting  pro- 
grams. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  Ra- 
dio Afghanistan  purchased 

microphones  and  various 
other  equipment  at  the  pri- 
ce of  over  one-million  afg- 
hanis  for  installation  and 
use  in  the  Grand  Assembly 
Hall,  to  ensure  satisfactory 
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a'lid  regular  coverage  of  its 
sessions, 

E— The  Television  Proj- 
ect: 

In  view  of  its  importan- 
ce in  mass  information  sys- 
tem, especially     the  very 
education  and  enlightening 
role  it  plays  in  a  develop- 
ing country  like  ours,  Tele- 
vision project  in  Afghanis- 
tan has  been  comprehensi- 
vely envisaged  in  the  first 
seven-year    development  pl- 
a'n  of  the  Republic  of  Af- 
ghanistan. The  work  of  the 
first  phase  of  Kabul  televi- 
sion was  undertaken  with 
the  laying  of  the  foundati- 
on stone  Of  the  studios  in 
Hamal  1356.  The  cost  of  the 
equipment  and  associated 
services,  estimated  at  Jap- 
anese Yen  950    million,  eq- 
uivalent to  dollars    3.2  mil- 
lion will  be  financed  from 
Japanese   government  grant 
in  aid  whilst  the  constructi- 
on costs  of  the  television 
studios/transmitter  build- 
ing, television  tower  on  top 
of  Asmai  mountain  together 
with  provision  of   access  ro- 
ad, water  and   electrical  su- 
pply systems    amounting  to 
20  million  afghanis  are  to 
be  defrayed    from  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  Go- 
vernment's budget. 

On  completion  of  the  te- 
levision project  Kabul  city 
and  its  suburbs,  parts  of  Lo- 
gar  and  Parwan  provin- 
ces, with  a  combined 
population     of     1.5  mil- 


lion will  be  assured  covera- 
ge Of  the  transmission.  The 
progress  status  of  the  pro- 
ject is  as  follows: 

1— The  construction  of 
the  access  road  and  levell- 
ing of  the  Asmai  mountain 
crest  which  are  pre-requis- 
ites  for  installation  of  tele- 
vision tower  and  transmitt- 
ing equipment  were  plann- 
ed and  designed  by  Kabul 
Municipality. 

The  actual  work  on  them 
began      employing  units 
of    the     Republic    of  Af- 
ghanistan   armed  forces. 
The  road  is  being  built  on 
Asmai  mountain  is  3500  me- 
ters long  and    305  metres 
high  and  until  now  Afs.  18 
milhon  have  been  spent  on 
it.  The  road  construction 
and  levelling  the  mountain 
peak      have      been  car- 
ried on  70  percent    and  the 
remaining  30  percent  invol- 
ve provision  of  buthresses 
and  flood  diversion  chan- 
nels. . 

It  is  further  noteworthy 
that  on  the  basis  of  contracts 
signed  in  December  1976 
with  Japanese  firm  Kenny 
Mitsu    Gosho  and  inFebr- 
nary  1977  with  All-Japan  Te- 
levision Service  Co.  the  re- 
quired equipment  are   to  be 
supplied  by  the  former  and 
the  latter  will  supervise  the 
construction  by    Afghan  Co- 
nstruction Unit  of  studios 
and  transmitter  buildings. 

2— Eqiupment  Survey  and 
the  Contract: 
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In  order  to  expedite  the 
work  of  the  project,  Japa- 
nese grant,  which  was  later 
determined  to  be  Yens  950 
"million,  was  sought  in  1355. 
Shortly  thereafter,  a  12  me- 
mber delegation  of  Japan- 
ese experts,  to  make  the  fi- 
nal survey  of  the  project, 
came  to  Afghanistan.  Dur- 
ing their  stay  the  experts 
gathered  all  the  required 
data  on  the  basis  of  which 
they  drew  a  full  report  of 
their  study  and  submitted  to 
the  Government  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan.  As  a 
result,  a  contract  was  ent- 
ered into  wdth  the  Japan- 
ese authorities  thus  giving 
the  project  a  practical  form. 

Hence,  upon  the  assuran- 
ce of  the  Japanese  govern 
me'nt  in  1976  for  making 
the  grant,  a  contract  was 
signed  in  December  of  that 
year  with  Gosho  Company 
for  the  supply  of  the  equip- 
ment and  technical  parts. 

In  conformity  with  the 
contract  wherein  the  com- 
mitmetits  of  the  Japanese 
side  have  been  clearly  de- 
fined, the  work  of  the  tele- 
vision project  is  advancing 
from  stage  to  stage  and  is 
expected  to  be  completed 
in  1356,  ready  for  presenta- 
tion of  initial  programs  at 
the  beginning  of  1357. 

Training  of  personnel  re- 
quired for  the  television: 

Parallel  to  the  efforts  ma- 
de toward  the   fulfilment  of 


construction  and  installation 
work,  steps  have  been  tak- 
en to  provide  training  for 
the  telecasting  and  techni- 
cal personnel  in  order  to 
prepare  them  to  take  on 
the  prospective  new  tasks. 
That  is,  as  a  first  step  in 
this  direction,  a  contingent 
of  100  employees  compris- 
ing technicians  and  broad- 
casting personnel  were  sent 
to  Japan  to  learn    the  ope- 
ration, upkeep,  maintenan- 
ce,    program-making  and 
other   pertinent  duties.  Me- 
anwhile,    contracts  have 
been  mad^  with    a  numb- 
er of  countries  and  inter- 
national    organisations  in 
order  to  secure  their  assis- 
tance in  training   more  per- 
sonnel for  Radio  Afghanis- 
tan which  is  hopeful  of  ob- 
taining such  assistance  in 
due  course. 

Bakhtar  News  Agency: 
Through  its  associated  di- 
visions Bakhtar  News  Ag- 
ency managed  to  expand 
its  services  involving  coll- 
ection, preparation  and  com- 
munication of  news.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  cultural 
policy  of  the  Government 
of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan all  important,  forem- 
ost events  have  been  gath- 
ered and  disseminated  to 
the  publishing  organisations, 
of  the  country  with  the  ne- 
cessary accurancy  and  sp- 
eed. Together  with  that,  Ba- 
khtar News     Agency,  has 
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prepared  commentaries  on 
the  day's  current  events 
a'nd  made  them  available 
to  the  publishing  instituti- 
odns.  The  great  volume  of 
internal  and  international 
news  material  including  ph- 
otos gathered  and  prepar- 
ed daily  by  Bakhtar  News 
Agency  are  made  available 
not  only  to  the  newspapers, 
magazines,  journals  of  the 
capital,  which  are  publish- 
ed in  Pashto  and  Dari,  but 
also  to  those  of  the  provin- 
ces and  governmental  dep- 
artments. 

Secretariat  and  Directo- 
rate for  Registering  corres- 
pondents of  fomgn  news 

agencies : 

In  addition  to  its  basic 
terms  of  reference  this  Di- 
rectorate has  the  duty  of 
maintaining  liaison  with 
foreeign  news  agencies  and 
their  correspondents. 

The  regulations  govern- 
ing through  the  instrument 
Of  54  articles  the  activities 
of  foreign  news  agencies 
and  their  i^presentatives  in 
Afghanistan  was  put  into 
force.  In  accordance  with 
provisions  of  the  regulati- 
ons the  representatives  of 
foreign  news  agencies,  af- 
ter registration  may  act  as 
correspondents. 

Furthermore,  it  is  through 
this  Directorate  that  Bakh- 
tar News  Agency  signs  con- 
tracts with  foreign  agenc- 
ies. At  this  time  Bakhtar 


News  Agency  has  coopera- 
tive relations  with  the  follo- 
wing news  agencies:  : 

Renter  (Great  Britain), 
France  Presse  (France),  In- 
sa  (Italy),  Tass  (Soviet  Un- 
ion), Tanjug  (Yuogoslavia), 
DPA  (Federal  Republic  of 
Germany),  Samachar  (In- 
dia), Ceteka  (Cezchoslovak- 
ia),  Hsinhua  (People's  Re- 
public of  China)  and  Nati- 
onal Radio-Television  of  Ir- 
an. It  is  anticipated  that  con- 
tracts for  exchange  of  ne- 
ws will  be  signed  in  near 
future  with  Anatolia  of  Tur- 
key and  People's  Democra- 
tic Republic  of  Korea  news 
agency. 

Internal  Dissemination 
Division : 

Collects  the  news  from 
the  capital  as  well  as  prov- 
inces compiles,  organizes 
and  dispatches  them  to  the 
pubhshing  organisations  and 
radio  for  propagation.  The 
news  generally  involve  so- 
cial, political,  economic,  co- 
nstruction and  educational 
matters  representing  the 
activities  of  various  depar- 
tments and  organisations.  It 
also  includes  traffic,  crimi- 
nal, legal  and  sport  events 
and  other  news  that  may  be 
interesting  to  the  people. 
This  division,  moreover,  pr- 
epares commentaries  on 
important  internal  advan- 
cements and  makes  them 
available  to  Radio  and  new- 
spapers for  dissemination. 
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Overall,  this  Divsion  ga- 
thered a  total  of  5854  news 
items  from  both  the  capital 
and  provincial  sources  dur- 
ing the  period  of  reporting. 
Photography  Division: 
This  division  is  charged 
with  the  duties  to  produce 
required  photographs  nee- 
ded for  publication  in  news- 
pcipers  atid  magazines  pub- 
lished both  in  the  capital  as 
well  as  provinces.  Addititi- 
ouciUy,  it  provides  thousands 
of  photographs  to  Depart- 
ments and  organisations,  Af- 
ghan embassies  abroad  and 
the  photograph  dispkiy  box 
Of  the  Ministry  of  Inform- 
ation a'nd  Culture. 

During  this  period  around 
11,000  photographs  for  use 
by  thci  newspapers,  magazi- 
nes and  open  sale  to  the 
public  of  photographs  of  ed- 
ucational character  were 
supplied  by  this  Division. 
From  Saratan  1355  to  Sara- 
tan  1356  hundreds  of  photos 
Of  50x60  cm,  12x15  itich  and 
6ix8J  inches  sizes  in  post 
card  fashion  were  provided 
to  the  Departments,  orga- 
nizations and  a  good  batch 
of  them  were  sold  indepen- 
dently to  individuals  and  or- 
ganisatio'ns.  BevSides  the  ab- 
ove-described noteworthy 
are  activities  involving  pr- 
eparation and  dedication 
of  25  albums  containing 
photographs  of  scences  of 
visits  in  Afghanistan  of 
foreign  leaders,  keeping 
photo  display  window  dur- 


ing the  sessions  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  first 
Grand  Assembly,  photogra- 
phy exhibits  in  the  capital 
as  well  as  in  provinces  and 
last  but  not  least  the  crea- 
tion of  a  film  archives  br- 
anch within  the  framework 
of  this  Division. 

Reference  Directorate : 
Known  as  the  clipping  ser- 
vice  directorate  this  unit 
is  charged  with  the  functi- 
on of  collecting  and  main- 
taining clippings  of  all  his- 
toric documents  published 
in  the  national  as  well  as 
as  world  press.  These  col- 
lections which  are  orderly 
kept  in  addition  to  helping 
the  Agency's  personnel  in 
preparation  of  news  and 
reports,  can  be  useful  to  oth- 
er interested  persons  such 
as  university  students.  Also, 
there  is  a  small  library  for 
use  by  personnel  of  this 
division. 

Foreign  Transmissions 
Division : 

The  duty  of  this  Division 
is  to  translate  foreign  bro- 
adcasts received  by  teletype- 
writer machines.  Compris- 
ing ploitical,  economic,  cri- 
minal, police,  historic,  ar- 
tistic, literary,  etc.  news 
and  events  these  broadcasts 
are  edited,  translated  and 
together  with  commentar- 
ies, if  any,  prepared  by  it 
on  important  world  events 
are  dispatched  to  the  Radio 
and  newspapers  for  publica- 
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tion.  Hence,    this  division 
translated  and  dispatched 
24508  news    items  during 
the  reporting  period. 

Pashtu  Translations  Divi- 
sion : 

Being  in  charge  of  trans- 
lating into  Pashtu  of  inter- 
nal and  foreign  news 
it  was  able  to  handle  a  total 
of  30262  tiews  items: 

Correction  Division: 
The  entire    news  items 
made  ready  by  the  above 
three  divisions  for  supply- 
ing through  the  Communic- 
ation Directorate  to  radio 
and  newspapers    are  chati- 
nelled,  prior  to  dispcitch, 
through  this  division  where 
they  are  scrutinised  and 
shortcomings  and  defects 
thereof  rectified. 
Radio  Receivers  Division : 
With  its  eight    radio  rec- 
eiver sets  and  eight  tape 
recorder  units  this  Division 
maititains    listening  watch 
round  the  clock  on  import- 
ant world  radio  frequencies 

and  records   worthwhile  ne 
ws  and  commentaries  to  be 
translated  and  made  availa- 
ble to  the  Radio  and  news- 
paper publishers. 

Technical  Division: 
Being  active  24  hours  a 
day  this  Division  receives 
world  news  from  internati- 
onal agencies  by  means  of 
teletype  equipment  and 
submits  them  to  the  exter- 
nal broadcasts    division  and 


Kabul  Times  with  copies  of 
the  news  so  received  being 
sent  to  concerned  embass- 
ies. Presently  ,it  is  operating 
twelve  sets  of  receivers/os- 
cillographs, five  new  telety- 
pe units  will  be  put  into 
operation  shortly,  this  divi- 
sion will  be  enabled  to  obt- 
ain wider  coverage  of  wo- 
rld news  agencies. 

This  division  has  installed 
two  Pashto  /  Dari  telewrit- 
er units,  one  such  unit 
in  Radio  Afghanistan  and 
two  in  news  publishing  com- 
panies. 

It  is  operating  a  worksh- 
op where  all  the  abovemen- 
tioned  equipment  are  ma- 
intained and  rendered  ope- 
rational. As  provided  in  the 
first  development  plan,  the 
workshops  will  be  equipped 
with  modem  measuring  in- 
struments and  engineering 
tools  enabling  the  Division 
to  repair  and  maintain  all 
the  tape-recorders,  radios, 
electrical  /  electronic  app- 
aratuses operated  by  Bakht- 
ar  News  Agency  and  the 
Ministry  of  Information  and 
Culture. 

Communications  Division : 
This  division  is  charged 
with  the  duty  of  typing 
and  dispatching  the  news 
and  commentaries  to  the 
Radio  and  newspapers.  Dur- 
ing the  year  it  handled 
607024    news  items. 

Bakhtar    News  Agency 
Agency  Branch  Offices: 
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Bakhtar  News  Agency 
has  branch  offices  not  only 
in  each  provindal  and  dist- 
rict administration  centers 
but  in  a  number  of  other 
locations  too.  As  envisaged 
in  the  first  seven-year  de- 
velopment p^an  besides  op- 
enrng  more    branch  offices 
all  these  offices  will  be  fitt- 
ed with  the  necessary  equip- 
ment in  near  future. 

Government  Printing 

Press  Authority : 

This  Department  has  been 
able  to  carry  out  its  func- 
tioiis  effectively  in  printing 
of  newspapers,    books,  ma- 
gazines, thus  promoting  en- 
lightenment,   expanded  lite- 
racy and  providing  for  the 
educational     and  cultural 
needs  of  all  the  civil  dep- 
artments in     the  country. 
During  the  past  year  this 
Authority,  besides  publish- 
ing   newspapers,  journals, 
magazines,     scientific,  liter- 
ary,   social,  philosophical 
and  publications    of  other 
documents  as  well  as  ful- 
filling  printing  orders  from 
the  Departmetit  and  Orga- 
nisations, printed    a  total 
of  844880  volumes  of  school 
books  and  submitted  them 
to  the  Ministry  of  Educati- 
on. Including    calendars,  it 
put  out  176100    volumes  of 
printed  works  through  Bai- 
hiqi  Book  Publishing  Com- 
pany, havi'ng  meanwhile  ta- 
ken active  part  in  publishing 
the  works    of    writers  in- 
volving    the  international 


seminars  held  in  the  coun- 
try. 

The  Government  Printing 
Pi  ess  Authority   carried  out 
its  services  and  functions 
in  accordance  with  the  Go- 
vernment of    the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan's  objectives 
and  cultural   policy  and  the 
stipulated  plans  as  follows: 
l_._Pi^j'iiting     of  newspa- 
pers and  magazines  (perio- 
dical and  nonperiodical)  th- 
at have  been  ordered  thr- 
ough the  Publication  Dep- 
artment or  directly  ordered 
by  Ministries  and  governm- 
ental departments. 

2— A  total  of  850  thou- 
sand volumes  of  23  text- 
books were  printed  and 
delivered  to  the  Ministry  of 
Education  and  the  remain- 
ing number  will  be  ready 
for  delivery  in  due  course. 

3„-Twelve  books  and 
publicatio'ns  of  different 
titles  were  printed  by  Bai- 
haqi  Co.  in  many  copies  in 
connection  with  the  semi- 
nars on  Sayed  Jamaluddin 
Afghani  and  Khwaja  Ab- 
dullah Ansari. 

The  publication  of  the 
Constitution,  civil    law  and 
other  law^s  required  by  the 
Ministry  of    Justice  were 
also  accomplished. 

4 —  Diaries,  identity  doc- 
uments and  calendars  were 
put  out  in  755932  copies. 

5—  31603356  printed  sh- 
eets. 

6_Letter  printing,  cuts 
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of  various  sizes  amounting 
to  37931  copies. 

7—  A  total  of  10293  films 
for  offset  printing, 

8—  A  total  of  2587  seals 
required  by  various  orga- 
nisations. 

At  present  time  the  Au- 
thority has  147  units  of  eq- 
uipment comprising  off- 
sets, letter  presses,  news- 
paper printing,  linotype,  mo- 
notype, binding,  seal-mak- 
ing and  workshop  machine- 
I'y.  Co.nplemenl"ing  these 
it  is  planned  to  put  into  op- 
eration a  unit  each  of  off- 
set and  film  setter  in 
1356  will  add  facility  in 
the  overall  operation.  ' 

Out  of  the  ten  thousand 
dollars  earmarked  for  the 
year  1355  in  the  seven-year 
development  plan  for  exp- 
ansion of  government  pres- 
ses, small  portable  proof 
machines  have  been  purch- 
ased from  the  Corks  Co.  to 
be  supplied  to  thf-  printing 
presses  in  Herat,  Kandahar, 

Balkh  and  Badakhshan  pro- 
vinces. 

The  central  press  offset 
printing  activities  were  gr- 
eatly increased  due  main- 
ly to  publication  of  text- 
books for  the  Ministry  of 
Education. 

The  central  printing  press 
workshop  apart  from  han- 
dling exigent  repairs  and 
maintenance  of  the  operat- 
ing printing  machines,  ma- 
de the  following  machines 
operational : 

1 — En  vel  ope-m  a  kin  g  ma- 


chine one  unit. 

2-  -A  three-Maded  cutter 
in  the  binding  section. 

3 —  One  unit  paper  fol- 
ding machine. 

The  workshop  has  suc- 
cessfully started  fabricating 
printing  machine  parts, 
thus  alleviating  the  diffic- 
ulty partially  of  obtaining 
some  parts. 

The  Authority  obtained 
its  required  types  of  pa- 
pers in  a  total  quantity  of 
2000  tonnes  through  the  Go- 
vernment Monopolies  Dep- 
artment and  the  rest  of  its 
requirements  in  terms  of 
printing  inks,  films,  zinc, 
parts,  plates,  chemicals, 
monotypes,  linotype,  coxo- 
type,  binding,  zincographic 
and  offset  machines  and 
etc.  were    supplied  through 

the  foreign  procurement  di- 
vision. 

Attempts  have  been  ma- 
de to  raise  the  training 
level  of  the  technical  per- 
sonnel. That  is,  in  1355  se- 
venteen high  school  grad- 
uates together  with  a  num- 
ber of  new  workers  were 
employed.  Similarly,  one  te- 
chnician was  sent  abroad 
for  higher  training  and  me- 
anwhile contacts  are  main- 
tained to  obtain  fellowships 
for  more  training.  It  is  fur- 
ther noteworthy  that  the 
technicians  of  the  central 
department  were  sent  on 
many  occasions  to  the  pro- 
vinces to  maintain  the  prin- 
ting machines  there. 

Baihaqi  Book  Publishing 
Agency : 

606 


rn  addition  to  its  regular 
engagement  in  printing 
books,  literary  and  cultu- 
ral works  as  well  as  calen- 
dars, Baihaqi  Book  Publish- 
ing Co.  published  the  works 
pertaining  to  the  seminars 
glorfying  the  natio'n's  his- 
toric, scholarly  and  learned 
personalities. 

Following  is  a  brief  sum- 
mary of  the  organisation's 
publishing   activities : 

1.  The  scholar  Nasser 
Khosrow  Balkhi. 

2.  The  life  of  Pir-e-Herat 

3.  Maqamate  Shaikhul — 
Islam  (the  stages  of  Shaik- 
hul—Islam). 

4.  Thoughts  Of  Pir-e-  He- 

rat. 

5.  Description  of  some 
epitaphs  and  inscriptions 
in  Herat. 

6.  Manazellus—  Saereen 
(stages  for  the  ordinary) 

7.  Colloquial    words  of 
Herat. 

8.  Divine  writ. 

9.  Interpretation  in  Dari 
of  first  chapter  of  Holy  Ko- 
ran. 

10.  Interpretation  in  Pa- 
shto  of  Chapter  17  of  Holy 
Koran. 

11.  Motore  Laqa  (The  ra- 
mshackle automobile) 

12.  Makiyanak-i-Surkh 
(The  little  red  hen) 

13.  Collection  of  Ahadis-i 
Nabawi  (Prophetic  statem- 
ents). 

14.  Fasting 

15.  Collection  of  manus- 


cripts. 

16.  Zamai>ud-i-Khotiine 
(bloody  emerald). 

17.  The  first  volume  of 
the  book  "Abu  Bakr—i— 
Siddiq". 

18.  The  third  volume  of 
De  Jamhouriat  Pa  Palwash- 
okeh  (in  the  hght  of  the 
Republic). 

19.  Collection  of  speech- 
es, messages,  interviews, 
by  the  Head  of  -gtate  and 
Prime  Minister. 

20.  Afghanistan  dar  S^a- 
hnamah    (Afghanistan  in 
Shahnamah). 

21.  The  second  volume 
of  t!ie  book  "Abu  Bakr— i— 
Siddiq". 

22.  The  Kushati  Empire. 

23.  Collection  of  cartoons 

24.  Four-year  activity  of 
the  Ministry  of  Information 
and  Culture. 

25.  The  services  of  the 
Government  of  the  Repub- 
lic. 

26.  Ferdawse  and  Shah- 
namah. 

27.  The  first  volume  of 
the  works  of  Iqbal  in  Urdu. 

28.  Khoga    Kisa  (sweet 
story. 

29.  The  voice  of  Sayed 
Jamaluddin 

30.  Genealogy  and  birth- 
place of  Sayed  Jamaluddin. 

31.  Sayed  Jamaluddin,  the 
leader  of  the  Revolution  of 
the  East. 

32.  Sayed  Jamaluddin  and 
Afghanistan. 

33.  Selected  works  of  the 
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Sayed. 

34.  Sayed  Jamaluddin  as 
seen  m  the  mirror  of  Afg- 
hanistan Press. 

35.  Uruatul — Wusqa. 

36.  Treatises  and  articl- 
es pertaining  to  the  Semi- 
nar on  Sayed  Jamaluddin. 

37.  The  articles  and  ess- 
ays of  Mahmood  Tarzi. 

38.  The  political  strugg- 
les of  Sayed  Jamaluddin. 

39.  Siratun-Nabi. 

40.  I'nterpretation  in  Dari 
of  Second  Chapter  of  Holy 
Koran. 

41.  Interpretation  in  Pash 
to  of  Eighteenth  Chapter  of 
Holy  Koran. 

42.  Calendars  for  1356 
of  pocket,  size,  de  lux  poc- 
ket-size, desk — borne,  wall- 
type  and  366-leafed  varie- 
ties. 

Afghan  Advertising  Agency : 
Bas^d  on  its  approved  ch- 
arter Afghan  Ailanat  func- 
tions as  a  profitable  gover- 
nment organisation.  It  has 
tried  hard  to  use  innovati- 
ve ideas,  seeking  'new  sour- 
ces for  extension  of  its  ser- 
vices. Its  constant  drive  to 
expand  its  activity  has  de- 
arly paid  dividends,  i.e.,  in 
1355  it  soared  to  Afs.  35,- 
140,684  that  is  almost  sev- 
en times  over  1349  and  Afs. 
8  million  more  than  1354 
which  accounted  for  a  reve- 
nue of  Afs.  26,675,903.  For- 
merly, Afghan  Ailanat  acc- 
epted only  governmental  ad- 


vertisements for  publicity. 
But  now  additionally  it  han- 
dles radio,  newspaper,  com- 
mercial advertisements,  me- 
tallic and  neo'a  light  signs 
and  their  installation,  pos- 
ters and  cinema  advertisem- 
ents including  those  emb- 
lazoned on  vehicle  bodies 
and  i'n  calendars. 

Cultural  Services  activi- 
ties: 

One  of  the  most  important 
duties  of  the    Ministry  of 
Information  and    Culture  is 
to  enrich  the  cultural  life 
of  the  people  and  to  rend- 
er expression  of  all  the  cul- 
tural riches  of  the  country. 
Beari-ng  that  in  mind  the 
Ministry  of  Information  and 
Culture,  in    conformity  with 
the  cultural    policy  of  the 
Government  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan,  is  intent 
o'n  the  one  hand  to  ensure 
ever  more  illumination  of 
various  corners  of  the  bril- 
liant history  of   our  ancient 
land  and  on  the  other  hand 
to  promote  sound  develop- 
ment of    Afghan  society's 
cultural  life  in  a  manner  to 
be     compatible    with  the 
demand  of  times  and  to  ex- 
pand cultural  relations  with 
the  outside  world.  In  comp- 
liance with  the  said  objec- 
tives, concerned  departm- 
ents and  agencies  of  the 
Ministry     performed  their 
duties,  as  far    as  possible 
and  with  due  regard  to  the 
societv's    requirements,  as 
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follows : 

Cultural  Liaison  Directo- 
rate: 

By  means  of  signing  cul- 
tural agreements  the  Min- 
istry of  Information  and 
Culture  has  tried  through 
its  cultural  liaison  Directo- 
rate, to  expand  cultural  and 
press  contacts  and  through 
the  friendship  societies  and 
the  meetings  of  these  soc- 
ieties arranged  throughout 
the  year,  cultural  relations 
with  friendly  countries  fa- 
vourably developed. 

Based  on  the  above,  dur- 
i'ng  the  reporting  year,  arr- 
angements were  made  for 
a  number  of  foreign  scho- 
lars, newsmen,  photograp- 
hers and  film-makers  to  vi- 
sit Afghanistan.  Provided 
with  the  necessary  facilit- 
ies, during  their  sojourn  i'n 
Afghanistan  they  gathered 
sufficient  information  which 
proved  very  useful  in  wider 
recognition  of  Afghanistan 
and  the  objectives  of  the 
Republican  Revolution. 

Being    in  charge  of  aff- 
airs of  the  friendship  socie- 
ties with  the    United  Na- 
tions, USSR,    Turkey,  Ind- 
ia, Peoples  Republic  of  Ch- 
ina and  Egypt  this  Directo- 
rate makes  arrangements 
for  the  cultural  delegations 
of  these  countries  visiting 
Afghanistan  and  on  the  oc- 
casion of  their  national  days 
sends  telegrams  and  organi- 
ses meetings  of  the  respec- 
tive societies  to  celebrate 


those  days. 

Through  its  UNESCO  bra- 
nch this  Directorate  prepa- 
res records  of   UNESCO  ex- 
perts who  come  to  Afghan- 
istan for    participation  in 
information     and  cultural 
assignments.    Handhng  UN- 
ESCO  assistance  and  fello- 
wships for  the  various  de- 
partments and  agencies  of 
the  Ministry  of  Information 
and  Culture  the  Directora- 
te facilitated  the  participa- 
tion   during  the  past  year 
of  50  employees  including 
artists  in  seminars,  confer- 
ences and  etc.  held  abroad. 
It  also  handled  passports 
required  by  35    staff  mem- 
bers planning  to  spend  th- 
eir   vacations  overseas. 
Protocol  Directorate: 
In  accordance    with  the 
cultural    agreements  we  ha- 
ve with  a  good  number  of 
Eastern  and  Western  count- 
ries, on  the  basis  of  exch- 
ange programs,    there  are 
frequent  visits    each  year 
to  Afghanistan  of  high-ran- 
king government  officials, 
scholars  and  artists  from 
the  friendly    countries.  Con- 
current with    these  visits 
as  appropriate,  seminars, 
and  painting,  photography, 
drawing  as  well  as  artistic 
exhibits  are    organised.  Th- 
is and  making  arrangements 
for  transportation  and  aco- 
mmodation  of    the  guests, 
organising   receptions,  sen- 
ding out  invitations  and  ar- 
ranging   appointments  for 
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diplomatic  corps  members 
and  others  visiting  high-ra- 
nking officials  of  the  Mini- 
stry, are  the  duties  of  this 
Directorate. 

Training  fellowships  and 
scholarships  division  : 

Charged  with  duties  for 
handling  the  formalities  and 
providing  facilities  for  sen- 
ding abroad  employee^  of 
the  Ministry  on  training  fe- 
llowships and  scholarships 
this  Division  set  up  and  or- 
ganized 326  files  on  train- 
ing background  and  histo- 
ries of  190  members  com- 
prising the  one  having  al- 
ready received  such  training 
and  those  presently  under- 
going training  abroad. 

This  Division  designed 
and  reproduced  new  forms 
aiming  to  have  the  candid- 
ates for  overseas  training 
fill  in  as  much  information 
as  possible.  The  candidates 
are  required  to  fill  out  the 
form  in  four  copies  where- 
upon these  are  submitted 
for  consideration  of  Over- 
seas Training  Committee 
composed  of  representativ- 
es from  Ministry  of  Fore- 
ign Affairs,  Ministry  of 
Planning,  Ministry  of  High- 
er Education  and  the  Minis- 
try of  Information  and  Cul- 
ture. On  the  strength  of  ap- 
proval by  the  Committee  of 
the  proposed  training,  ac- 
tion is  initiated  towards  ob- 
taining passport  and  neces- 
sary visas  for  the  candida- 


tes so  approved. 

Following  is  a  summary 
of  employees  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  new  Regulations 
for  Fellowships  and  Scho- 
larships Training  were  sent 
abroad  during  the  past 
year: 

Field  of  training 

Journalism 
Archeology 

Journalism 

Television 

Librarian 

Radio  journalism 

Journalism 

Offset  printing 

Training  on  trainees  own 

expense 

Journahsm 

English  improvement 

Journalism 

Journalism 

Museums 

Radio 

Journalism 
Museums 

Number  of  trainees 


Country 

one 

India 

eleven 

India 

one 

Holland 

eleven 

Japan 

one 

Malaysia 

one 

Malaysia 

Two 

Iran 

one 

Iran 

one 

Iran 

one 

U.S.A. 

one 

Australia 

two 

France 

two 

England 

one 

Poland 

one 

Germany 

one 

Italy 
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History  Society  of  Afgha- 
nistan : 

The  History  Society  of  Af- 
ghanistan continued  its  sus- 
tained work  of  illuminating 
various  corners  of  the  coun- 
try's history  and  was  mean- 
while able  to  expand  the  sc- 
ope of  its  investigation  and 
services.  This  was  appropr- 
iately reflected  in  the  up- 
keep of  the  scientific  level 
of  the  material  contained 
in  the  Pashtu/Dari  quarter- 
ly journal  known  as  Aria- 
na  wherein  the  themes  on 
the  country's  history,  arch- 
eology, geography,  literatu- 
re and  bibliography  were 
especially  bolstered. 

The  quarterly  magazine 
"Afghanistan'  'put  out  by 
the  Society  in  English  and 
French  has  proved  truly  in- 
dispensable to  foreign  res- 
earchers investigating  into 
the  history  of  Afghanistan, 
insofar  as  the    richness  of 
its  historical,    cultural  and 
archeological    material  is 
concerned.  In  addition  to 
the    periodical    the  fol- 
lowing    books     and  pub- 
lications       were  also 
rendered  by  the  society: 

1.  Lineage  and  birthplace 
of  Sayed  Jamaluddin  Af- 
ghani (English  version). 

2—  Brief  history  of  Afg- 
hanistan. 

3—  Linguistics. 

4—  Background  of  journa- 
lism in  Afghanistan. 

5 —  ^Temur  Shah  Durrani. 

6—  Offset  printing  in  400 


pages  of  Professor  Azizud- 
din  Wakili's  calligraphy. 

Besides  the  above  activ- 
ity the  Society  took  vigor- 
ous part  in  the  specialised, 
scientific  arrangements  for 
the  commemoration  of  the 
eightieth  year  of  death  of 
Sayed  Jamaluddin  Afghani 
and  checked  articles  writ- 
ten by  scholars  prior  to  ty- 
ping and  reproduction. 

On  the  basis  of  exchange 
of  publications  with  scien- 
tific institutions  of  oth- 
er countries  the  So- 
ciety was  able  to  receive  a 
good  many  foreign  books 
and  magazines  for  the  Soc- 
iety's library  which  would 
be  very  useful  for  research- 
ers and  investigators.  The 
Society  purchased  over  th- 
ree hundred  volumes  of 
scientific  books  for  use  by 
Afghan  scholars.  It  is  wor- 
thy of  mentioning  that  the 
majority  of  the  Society's  pu- 
blications sent  out  have 
been  dispatched  to  libraries 
in  America,  Asia  and  Eu- 
ropean countries. 

Ariana  Encyclopedia: 
In  accordance  with  the 
cultural  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan,  Ariana  Ency- 
clopedia Department  acco- 
mplished the  following  ta- 
sks : 

The  6th  volume  of  Ariana 
Encyclopedia  consisting  of 
600  pages,  and  the  7th  vol- 
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ume  comprising  550  pages 
were  put  out  in  the  months 
of    Saur  and  Assad  1355 
respectively,  thus  comple- 
ting the  publication  in  Pa 
shto  of  Ariana  Encycloped- 
ia which  consists  totally  of 
6150  pages.  The  Encyclope- 
dia in  addition  to  translati- 
on into  Pashtu    of  varied 
subjects  contains  hundreds 
of  articles  giving  scientific, 
social,    political    and  gene- 
ral information,  highlight- 
ing especially  the  exclusive 
letters  and    diagraphs  in 
Pashto  of  T,  Z,  Ts,  D,  Rl, 
Zh,  Sh  as  well  as  articles. 

Museums : 

Development  and  promo- 
tion services: 

In  keeping    with  the 
cultural    policy  of  Govern- 
ment the  Department  of  Mu- 
seums worked    hard  in  co- 
llejcting,    safe-keeping  and 
introduction  of  the  country's 
historic  and  archeological 
objects  and    meanwhile  su- 
ccessfully    completed  in 
1355  the  expansion  work 
that  was  commenced  in  the 
previous    year  on  Kabul 
Museum;  the    concise  sum- 
mary of  the  expansion  work 
is  as  follows: 

1 — Annex  to  Kabul  Mus- 
eum: 

The  construction  of  ann- 
ex to  Kabul  Museum  plan- 
ned to  be  built  on  east  and 
west  sides  of  the  old  buil- 
ding was  begun  in  1354 
and  completed  98  percent 


in  1355.  The  annex  cellar 
provides  rooms  for  stora- 
ge,   two    laboratories  for 
photography     and  repair 
work,  library  and  two  halls 
for  display  of  artifacts. 

A — Storerooms : 

Kabul  Museum  was  faced 
with  space  shortage  in  ac- 
commodating new  finds 
coming  from  the  country's 
archaeological  sites.  To  ov- 
ercome this  problem  a  lar- 
ge storehouse  was  built.  In 
conjunction  with  that  orders 
were  placed  for  130  special- 
ly-designed capinets.  Upon 
their  receipt  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  new  storeroom 
will  be  initiated  on  the  ba- 
sis of  the  new  museography 
system. 

B — Artifacts  Repair  Cen- 
ter: 

Eversince    1345  when  the 
repair  branch    together  wi- 
th its  personnel  became  part 
of  the  archeological  orga- 
nisation    the  Department 

has  recognised  the  need  for 
equipping  the  section  with 
the  necessary  facilities. 
Hence,  with  the  laboratory 
completed  action  has  been 
taken  in  the  purchase  of 
equipment  and  acquisition 
of  personnel  in  order  that 
repair  of  the  objects,  whose 
lists  have  been  prepared 
may  be  undertaken. 

C — Photography  Section 
This  section  too,  together 
with  personnel  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Archeological 
Department.   In  as  much  as 
the  photography  of  the  ar- 
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tifacts  inside  has  been  im- 
portant from  standpoint  of 
mmseological  planning  it 
has  been  re-instated  with- 
in Kabul  Museum.  The  la- 
boratory room  is  finished 
and  efforts  are  being  made 
to  complete  its  required 
equipment  and  material  sh- 
ortly. 

D — Library : 

On  completioTi  of  the  two 
library  rooms  one  will  be 
assigned  for  setting  up  boo- 
ks on  ethnography  and  the 
other  on  Afghanistan  stu- 
dies. In  two  electric- 
ally heated  halls  will  be 
arranged  Greco-Buddhist 
artificats  as  well  as  the  ob- 
jects found  from  Ai  Khan- 
um  and  other  northern  ar- 
cheological  sites.  The  ca- 
binets required  for  the 
displays  have  been  order- 
ed and  are  expected  to  be 
made  available  in  due  cou- 
rse. 

2-~Refurbishing  of  Shoto- 
rak  artifacts  display  house: 

The  historic  center  of 
Shotorak  is  30  kms  north- 
east of  Kabul  and  during 
the  shining  era  of  Bagram, 
it  was  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing religious  centres.  It  is 
stated  Shotorak  was  a  mo- 
•nastery  built  in  the  2nd 
Century  A.D.  intended  as 
residence  for  two  Chinese 
Princes  held  in  Kanishka's 
hostage.  It  is  believed  that 
the  rich  in  Kapisa  district 
looked  after  the  temples  in 
Shotorak.    A  good  number 


of  statues  and  torsos  were 
found  from  Bagram  iti  1355. 
The  artifacts  have  now  been 
reset  in  new  specially-desi- 
gned cabinets  for  display. 

UNESCO  Taking  part  in 
development  of  museums: 

Numerous  coins  have  been 
minted  during  the  years  of 
Islamic  era  in  Afghanistan. 
These  have  been  regarded 
as  an  important  source  in 
the  study  of  Afghanistan 
early  Islamic  period.  The 
coins  held  in  Kabul  Muse- 
um b<"long  to  two  different 
general  periods  as  follows: 

1—  Pre-Islamic  coins: 

2—  Islamic  coins  mint- 
ed, by  monarchs,  from  the 
conquests  of  Islam  until 
the  foundation  of  the  Repu- 
blic of  Afghanistan. 

The  Islamic  coins  have 
been  obtained  by  various 
ways;  some  have  been  dis- 
covered as  a  result  of  ar- 
chaeological excavations, 
some  have  been  found  by 
chance  and  others  have 
been  purchased.  A  good  nu- 
mber of  the-m,  while  being 
smuggled  out  of  the  country 
by  tourists  were  confiscated 
and  delivered  to  Kabul  Mu- 
seum; they  consist  of  ab- 
out five  thousand  coins. 

During  1953  a  total  of 
1500  coins  relating  to  the 
periods  of  Mogal  kings  we- 
re studied  and  published 
by  Professor  Dominic  Sor- 
dell.    Inasmuch  as  Kabul 
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Museum  at  the  time  was 
not  technically  prepared 
for  classifying  them  in  acc- 
ordance with  museological 
plan'ning  they  were  safely 
kept  in  a  bag. 

The  Ministry  of  Inform- 
ation and  Culture  asked 
UNESCO  for  expertise  in 
desCTibing  and  classifying 
of  coins.  In  compliance  wi- 
th the  request  a  team  of 
UNESCO  specialists  were 
assig'ned  to  come  to  Kabul 
for  a  period  of  one  month 
to  help  in  fulfilling  the  ta- 
sk. During  their  stay  the 
experts  were  able  to  study, 
describe  and  classify  acc- 
ording to  the  rulers'  succ- 
ession 1500  gold  and  silver 
coins  belonging  to  Amavids, 
Abbasids,  Seljouks,  Khwa- 
razm  kings  a'nd  Ghorids. 

As  a  result,  793  coins  we- 
re incorporated  in  the  Mu- 
seum's catalogue. 

It  is  hoped  that  UNESCO 
experts  will  be  re-assigned 
on  similar  programs  in  1977 
and  1978  to  assist  in  the  de- 
scription and  classification 
of  Kabul  Museum's  Islamic 
collection  of  coins  so  as 
to  ensure  illumination  of 
more  important  areas  of 
our  country's  history. 

E — Description  and  Cata- 
loguing of  Islamic  bronze 
artifacts. 

In  every  era  of  the  history 
of  our  country  great  civili- 
sations have   flourished  atid 


today  Afghanistan  takes  pr- 
ide in  its  superb  Islamic 
culture.  Regretfully,  how- 
ever, Afghanistan's  Isla- 
mic impressions  and  cultu- 
re have  not  been  sufficient- 
ly made  known  to  the  out- 
side world. 

As  the  students  in  school& 
and  colleges  are  in  need  of 
systematic  understanding  of 
Islamic  art  in  books  written 
about  Afghanistan  and  ar- 
tifact in  Kabul  Museum  is 
clearly  described,  catalogued 
a'nd  published. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above 
the  Ministry  of  Information 
and  Culture  requested  the 
assistance  of  UNESCO  ex- 
perts in  describing  and  cat- 
aloguing all  the  Islamic 
bro'nze  artifacts.  On  October 
22,  1976  a  UNESCO  expert 
came  to  Kabul  and  during 
his  assignment  of  o*ne  mon- 
th he  assisted  in  describing, 
measuring  and  photograph- 
ing all  the  Islamic  bronze 
and  brass  artifacts  which 
had  been  purchased  from 
the  bazaar.  The  work  thus 
performed  constitutes  the 
basis  for  actual  catalogu- 
ing and  publishing  the  his- 
toric objects  which  will  be 
a  fine  novel  treasure  to 
be  displayed  in  special  ca- 
binets. 

4~Reproduction  of  Kabul 
Museum  post  cards: 

Kabul  Museum  Authori- 
ty had  reprints  made  abr- 
oad of  six  different  post 
cards  typically  representa- 
tive of    Afghanistan's  anc- 
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i€*nt  art.  These  cards  were 
put  up  for  sale  in  the  disp- 
lay box  in  the  building  of 
Ministry  of  Information  and 
Culture  and  have  strongly 
attracted  the  attention  of 
tourists. 

5 —  5 — Purchase  of  arti- 
facts : 

For  a  developing  country 
collection  of  anthropologi- 
cal objects  is  of  utmost  im- 
portance and  they  should  be 
carefully  looked  after  to  en- 
sure that  the  country's  cul- 
tral  legacy  is  preserved.  Wi- 
th this  in  view  Kabul  Mu- 
seum authority  has  been 
anxious  to  purchase  anthro- 
pological objects  to  com- 
plement the  museum's  en- 
richment with  diverse  ar- 
tifacts. By  virtue  of  this  in 
1355  as  many  as  25  items 
of  art  constituting  ordi'nary 
furniture  and  home-build- 
ing structural  elements  of 
natives  of  Nouristan  were 
purchased.  The  objects  re- 
present East  Hindu  cultu- 
re. Similarly,  a  team  of  spe- 
cialists were  sent  to  Nour- 
istan by  the  Mi'nistry  of 
Information  and  Culture. 
They  bought  a  number  of 
wooden  house-props  bearing 
fascinating  scultpured  fig- 
ures and  designs.  These  we- 
re transferred  to  Kabul  and 
placed  iti  the  Museum. 

6 —  Tl'ansfer  of  artifacts 
from  Kunduz  to  Kabul: 

Altogether  28  items  of 
artifacts  were  listed  and  tr- 
ansferred, under  care  of  as- 


signed team;  from  Kunduz 
to  Kabul  Museum.  Among 
them  were  a  bas-relief  slab 
belonging  to  Greek  school  of 
art  and  a  Bhudda  statue, 
tute. 

7 —  Exhibition  of  Islamic 
objects  in  Islamabad: 

I'n  honour  of  opening  the 
conference  of  Islamic  coun- 
tries and  the  official  dedi- 
cation of  the  city  of  Islam- 
abad nine  prominent  obj- 
ects of  art  representing  the 
culture  of  Ghaznavid  era 
were  sent  to  that  city  a'nd 
put  on  display  there.  They 
attracted  a  great  number 
of  art  enthusiasts. 

8—  Kabul  Museum  taking 
part  in  the  celebrations  of 
the  third  anniversary  of  Re- 
publican Revolution: 

Kabul  Museum  takes  part 
regularly  every  year  in  the 
celebrations  for  RepubUcan 
Revolutio'n  anniversary.  In 
1355  a  fine  collection  of  ar- 
tifacts were  put  on  display 
which  attracted  throngs  oi 
visitors  and  thus  helped  in 
gaining  wider  recognition 
for  Kabul  Museum. 

9 —  Kabul  Museum's  in- 
ventory : 

An  inventory  of  633  items 
of  artifacts  were  made  and 
the  process  will  continue  to 
completion. 

10 —  Museums  in  provin- 
ces: 

Construction  of  new  mu- 
seum in  Ghazni: 

The  coYistruction  of  the 
new  museum  in  Ghazni  has 
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progressed  ten  percent  and 
90  percent  of  the  required 
material  have  supphed  ma- 
king possible  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work  by  the 
end  of  1356. 

AFGHAN  FILMS  : 

Established  as  a  non-prof- 
it enterprise  within  the  or- 
ganisational framework  of 
the  Ministry  of  Information 
and  Culture,  Afghan  Films 
is  charged  with  the  duties 
to,  in  compliance  with  the 
cultural  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan,  promote  film 
production  industry  in  Afg- 
hanistan on  the  one  hand 
and  on  the  other  to  present 
to  the  people  feature  films 
representative  of  the  coun- 
try's national  culture,  al- 
ongside news  and  documen- 
taries. Although  Afghan 
Films  small  capacity  is 
intended  to  serve  as  a 
processing  laboratory  for 
news — reels  it  is  well-prep- 
ared to  present  artistic  fil- 
ms too. 

Afghan  Films  completed 
its  equipment  requirements 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
and  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  ex- 
clusive authority  in  impor- 
ting of  films  to  Afghanistan 
in  conformity  with  the  Go- 
vernment's cultural  policy 
it  was  able  to  import  artis- 
tic films  from  America,  We- 
stern and  Eastern  Europe 
as  well  as  Iran  and  distribu- 
ted them  to  the  cinemas  in 
the  country. 


It  furthermore  assisted 
the  filming  operation  in 
the  country  and  following  is 
a  summary  of  its  activities: 

A— Production  of  docum- 
ented and  artistic  news 
films. 

1.  Semi-artistic    films  in- 
cluding   literacy  pictures 
motivated  by  the  educatio- 
nal reform. 

2.  Production  of  semi-ar- 
tistic films  sponsored  by 
the  Family  Planning  Socie- 
ty. 

3.  Excepting  shooting  all 
the  rest  of  the  production 
process  of  the  film  "The 
Statues  Smile"  was  com- 
pleted. It  is  a  90  minute  fea- 
ture. 

4.  Colour  films  made  of 
the  visits  by  the  Leader  of 
Revolution  to  Colombo,  Sri 
Lanka,  Pakistan  as  well  as 
the  provinces  of  Balkh  and 
Jozjan. 

5.  The  visits  to  Afghanis- 
tan of  Mr.  Bhutto  and  Mrs. 
Gandhi. 

6.  Black  and  white  as 
well  as  colour  film  of  the 
ceremonies  of  the  third  an- 
niversary of  the  Republican 
order. 

7.  Black  and  white  and 
colour  films  of  Buzkashi 
game. 

8.  Black  and    white  and 
colour  films  on  the  election 
scenes  for  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan's  first  Grand 
Assembly. 

9.  Black  and  white  film 
of  the  opening  session  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanist- 
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anil's  lirst  Grand  Assembly. 

10.  Black  and  white  and 
colour  detailed  film  of  the 
election  of  the  country's 
first  President. 

11.  Black  and  white  and 
colour  films  of  the  swearing 
in  ceremonies  of  the  coun- 
try's firvSt  President. 

12.  Black  and  white  a'nd 
colour  films  of  the  people's 
march  on  the  occasion  of 
election  as  the  first  Presid- 
ent of  the  Republic  of  the 
Revolution  Leader. 

13.  Black  and  white  and 
colour  films  of  scenes  of 
offering  congratulations  by 
the  armed  forces  to  Presi- 
dent Of  the  Republic,  as  well 
as  black  and  white  and  co- 
lour films  showing  the  mar- 
ch in  Nangarhar  of  the  peo- 
ple in  honour  of  the  deput- 
ies in  the  Grand  Assembly. 

14.  The  film  known  as 
''The  days  of  hardship"  and 
sold  to  USSR  was  run  thr- 
ough three  more  copies. 

15.  Colour  film  showing 
housing  a'nd  irrigation —  two 
and  one  half  reels  in  35mm 
and  16mm  films. 

16.  Completion  of  'Tagh- 
man"  colour  film  in  three 
copies,  Pashto  and    English  ' 
in  16mm  films. 

17.  Colour  film  "Flag  of 
the  Republic"  was  done  in 
three  copies  in  35  mm  and 
16mm  films. 

18.  Developing  and  print- 
ing of  thirty  reels  of  films 
involving  construction,  eco- 
nomic and  cultural  projects 
such  as  water  and  power, 


mines  and  i'ndustries,  petr- 
ol and  gas,  Pakthia  deve- 
lopment project,  agricultu- 
re and  irrigation,  exhibiti- 
ons of  Hadda  and  Ghazni 
historic  artifacts,  communi 
cations  and  other  develop- 
ment projects. 

19.  Eighteen  weekly  ne- 
wsreels. 

20.  Three  advertisement 
films  were  produced  at 
pre-determined  cost. 

21.  Films  were  shot  of 
Defence  Ministry  projects 
in  35  m  mand  16  mm  types 
and  were  narrated  in  Pash- 
to and  Dari  and  occasionally 
in  E'nglish. 

B —Importation  and  distr- 
ibution of  foreign  films: 

In  accordance  with  the 
cultural  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan,  Afghan  Films 
is  obligated  to  supply  and 
distribute  to  ci'nemas  such 
foreign  films  that  are  edu- 
cational, ethical  and  social 
in  nature. 

Based  on  the  above,  in 
1355  there  were  imported 
29  film  programs  from  In- 
dia, 38  from  Iran,  46  Ame- 
rican and  European  films 
with  Persian  dubbi'ng  and 
15  from  East  European  co- 
untries taking  due  account 
of  people's  preference.  The 
distribution  of  the  films  we- 
re so  arranged  that  to  ensu- 
re continued  satisfaction  of 
movie  fans. 

It  appears  that  previous- 
ly, imported  were  films  th 
at  were  mea'nt  more  to  ass- 
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ume  cinema  owners'  profits 
than  to  import  positive  ed- 
ucational and/or  ethical 
values.  However  with  the 
advent  of  the  Republican 
System  a  new  order  has 
been  established  wherein 
Afghan  Films  has  been 
assigned  the  exclusive  char- 
ge to  import  and  distribu- 
te films. 

Hence,  all  the  films  bel- 
onging to  the  private  movie 
theatres  which  had  been 
imported  prior  to  1352  and 
shown  too  many  times  were 
recalled  and  recensured. 
The  old,  useless  and  tiring 
ones  numbering  altogether 
three  hundred  were  burned 
out  and  replaced  with  mo- 
ral, educating  Indian  films. 

C —  Administrative  and 
Accounting  Performance: 

As  a  result  of  improvem- 
r'nt  in  regulating  the  acco- 
unting control,  distribution 
of  films  and  administrative 
efficiency  in  the  Afghan 
Films  its  revenues  rose  co- 
nsiderably over  the  prev- 
ious year.  These  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

1—  -Monopoly  levies  on 
Indian  films  amounted  to 
Afs.  7.305,000. 

2 —  Commission  from  Ir- 
anian films  Afs.  1,947,079. 

3 —  Commission  from  the 
Persian-dubbed  American 
and  European  films  Afs. 
772685. 

4~-Kevenues  from  Russ- 
ian films  Afs.  285,903. 


eign  film  —  makers  Afs. 
87,400. 

From  services  to  local 
film— making  Afs.  251,928. 

7 — Censorship  levies  on 
imported  films  Afs.  154,200. 

8~From  sale  of  photo- 
graphs Afs.  114,930. 

9 —  From  sale  of  three  co- 
pies of  the  movie  entitled 
"The  days  of  hardship". 

10—  From  Afghan  film 
festivals  on  Repubhc  Day 
celebrations,  Afs.  95,720. 

11—  Miscellaneous  items 
brought  Afs.  396,444. 

As  it  is  clearly    seen  the 
revenues  of  Afghan  Films 
was  achieved  to  be  around 
eleven    million  Afghanis. 
Along  with  that  positive  ac- 
complishments   were  made 
in  the  reform  of  accounting 
and  administrative  proced- 
ures. That  is,  unnecessary 
purchasing  and  needless  sp- 
ending was  strictly  check- 
ed. The  materials,  handwa- 
re  and  facilities  required  by 
various    departments  but 
for  years  had  suffered  ne- 
glect were  purchased  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  govern- 
ment's   regulations  and  ma- 
de available  to  the  approp- 
riate branches.  A  number 
of  equipment  and  machin- 
ery     lying      idle  were 
rendered  operational  again 
and  personnel  re-assigned 
to  jobs  and  function  comp- 
atible to  their  calling. 

By  creating  a  Liquidation 
Branch  in  the  framework  of 
account     office,  effective, 
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steps  were  taken  to  clear 
co'nfusion  plaguing  the 
book-keeping  and  account- 
ing matters.  Four  million 
Afghanis  worth  of  films  of 
different  kinds,  materials 
and  valuable  items  stand- 
ing against  storekeepers 
a'nd  staff  members  were 
systematically  inventoried 
and  cleared.  Afghan  Films 
managed  to  prepare  and 
submit  to  the  Ministry  of 
Finance  its  balance  for  1351 
and  the  work  on  preparitig 
1352  balance  is  nearing  co- 
mpletion. 

Directorate  General  of 
Archaeology  a'nd  Antique- 
ties  : 

The  Ministry  of  Informa- 
tion and  Culture  expanded, 
during  the  past  year,  the 
services  rendered  by  the 
Directorate  General  of  Ar- 
chaeology a'nd  Antiqueties. 

The  past     year's  work 
was  vividly  representative 
of  work  by  archeologists 
who,  by  means  of  excava- 
tions, surveys  and  studies 
dating  from  Bronze  Age 
to  the  country's  contempor- 
ary history  have  endeavou- 
red to  reveal  more  about 
our  people's     original  art 
and  the  way  of  living.  The 
publication  of  details  of 
the  studies  in  the  ancient, 
enormously  rich  history  of 
our  cou'ntry  will  be  truly  en- 
lightening. 

From  the  investigation  it 
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IS  evident  that  Afghanistan 
was  not  only  the  crossroads 
of  civilisations  it  was  also 
the  cradle  for  the  develop- 
meYit  and  popularisation  of 
major  cultures,  thus  having 
the  mission  particularly  du- 
ing  the  Kushan  era  to  pres- 
erve the  social  and  econo- 
mic ways  of  life  evolved  fr- 
om those  civilizations. 

The  excavated  artifacts 
and  the    elucidation  they 
provide  by  various  stages  of 
the  country's  history  are  of 
primary  importance  in  the 
preservation  of    the  rich 
cultural  legacy  of  our  peo- 
ple which  i'n  turn  helps  in 
attracting  more  and  more 
tourists. 

Unfortunately,     over  the 
bygone  years,  a  good  num- 
ber of  the  country's  anci- 
ent monuments,    owing  to 
neglect  atid  inattention  sus- 
tained extensive  damages, 
causing  them  to  lose  some 
features  of  their  illustrati- 
ve character.  With  this  in 
view  the  Directorate  Gene- 
ral of  Archeology  atid  His- 
toric Monuments  Preserva- 
tion designed  its  work  pro- 
gram so  as  to  devote  vigo- 
rous efforts  in  the  repair 
of  the  historic  monuments. 
The  Directorate  General's 
activities   in  the  two  major 
areas  are  as  follows: 

Excavations : 

Excavations  are  divided 
into  the  following  three  ca- 
tegories : 


A — Afghan  Archeoiogical 
Team : 

Tlie  archaeological  team 
of  the  Directorate  General 
worked  at  Hadda  for  eleven 
years.  These  investigations 
have  produced  very  useful 
results. 

The  edifice  on  the  Shotor 
Hill  constitutes  parts  of  a 
Buddhist  temple  in  which 
there  lived  from  second  ce- 
ntury A.D.  to  6th  century 
A.D.  several  generations  of 
hermits,  with  the  successi- 
ve periods  being  decorat- 
ed with  sculptured  arches. 
Additionally,  uncovered  in 
1354  the  Meditation  Grotto 
on  the  Shotor  Hill,  due  to 
being  threatened  by  imme- 
diate hazards  was  placed 
under  emergency  repairs  in 
1355;  this  great  undertaki'ng 
was  successfully  completed. 

During  the  eleventh  ye- 
ar, along  with  the  regular 
excavations,    selective  dig- 
gings for  date  determining 
research    were  accomplish- 
ed and  during  this  round  a 
good  number  of  structural 
pieces  were  repaired  and 
provided  with  protective  co- 
vering. 

B — Joint  Excavations : 

Joint     excavations  with 
foreign  archeologists  have 
been  carried  out  as  follows: 

l-~  Afghan-Soviet  Joint 
team : 

Having  been  busy  in  sur- 
veying in  the  country's  nor- 
thren  areas  these  efforts  we- 
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re  concentrated  mainly  in 
Daulatabad  county  where  in 
1355  excavations  were  car- 
ried out  in  Delbargene  and 
Jaffa  Hills  yielding  imp- 
ortant artifacts. 

Six  archeologists  of  the 
Directorate  General  have 
been  working  together  with 
the  Soviet  mission.  Since 
the  team  has  covered  a  ra- 
ther large  area  many  an 
important  artifact  belonging 
to  Bronze  Age  have  been 
unearthed. 

2 — Afghan — French  Joint 

Team : 

Pursuant  to  an  ag- 
reement the  French  arch- 
eoiogical mission  proposed 
the  preparation  of  archeo- 
iogical map  of  the  Kokcha 
and  Kunduz  River  basins 
and  the  areas  adjacent  to 
their  turbularies.  In  view 
of  the  importance  of  the 
proposition  it  was  decided 
to  undertake  the  work  th- 
rough the  joint  efforts  of 
an  Afghan— French  archeo- 
iogical team  in  short  order 
to  ensure  protection  of  the 
archeoiogical  areas  threat- 
ened by  irrigation  or  oth- 
er projects.  In  this  connec- 
tion preliminary  excavati- 
ons were  carried  out  in  Sh- 
ortoghi  archeoiogical  site. 
The  finds  testify  to  Shorto- 
ghi  to  be  an  old  Bronze  Age 
archeoiogical  centre  show- 
ing clear  relationship  with 
the  ancient  art  and  culture 
especially  the  Harya  Civili- 
zation. 


C— Mutually  agreed  ex- 
sions : 

In  these  excavations  the 
representatives  of  the  Direc- 
torate General  of  Archeolo- 
gy and  Historic  Monuments 
Preservation  working  as 
cou'nterparts  and  moni- 
toring the  progress  of  the 
operations  get  the  opportu- 
nity to  increase  their  kno- 
wledge. 

1 —  Excavations  of  French 
Mission  in  Afghanistan : 

The  Fre'nch  Archeologi- 
cal  Mission  in  Afghanistan 
resumed  excavations  in  au- 
tumn Of  1355  in  Dashte  Qa- 
laie  area  notably  in  the  an- 
cient Greco — Bactrian  city, 
Ai  Kha'noum.  These  exca- 
vations in  which  the  Afgh- 
an members  took  active 
part  were  continued  in  sp- 
ring of  1356  too  and  yielded 
satisfactory  results.  Ai  Kh- 
anoum  belonging  to  Greco- 
Bactrian  civilisation  in 
second  and  third  centuries 
B.C.  was  one  of  the  princi- 
pal cities  in  Asia  and  now 
represents  the  true  art  of 
that  time.  Greek  influence 
in  the  local  life  and  cons- 
truction style  is  so  evident 
that  their  study  undoubted- 
ly throws  light  on  a  great 
many  questions  of  Graeco- 
Bactrian  art. 

2—  Excavations     by  the 

Italian  archeologicai  mis- 
sion: 


The  Italian  archeologicai 
mission  having  been  busy 
excavating    for  many  years 
now  in  the    Sardar  Hill 
in  Gliazni  continued  its  work 
there  in  1355  resulting  in 
unearthing  an  interesting 
array  of  objects.  The  old 
edifice  on  the  Hill,  constitu- 
ting   a  part  of  Buddhist  te- 
mple was  a  residence  for 
many  generations  of  her- 
mits from  the    Kushan  era 
up  to  8th  century  A.D. 

3 —  Excavations  by  Japan- 
ese Kyoto  University  Mis- 
sion : 

As  in  the  previous  years 
the  work  of  the  Japanese 
archeologicai  mission  con- 
tinued in  the  summer  as 
well  as  fall  of  1355  in  the 
Sekunder  Hill  in  Mir  Bacha 
Cot  county  in  which  oper- 
ations the  participation  of 
the  Afghan  members  were 
assessed  as  highly  useful. 
Sekunder  Hill  is  regarded 
to  lie  in  the  Kabul  area  of 
Hindu  Shahi  reign  whilst  its 
structure  belongs  to  Kush- 
an era. 

4 —  Excavations  by  the  ar- 
cheologicai mission  of  Bri- 
tish Institution  of  Afghan 
Studies : 

The  British  Archeologicai 
Mission  in  Afghanistan  con- 
ducted excavations  in  the 
autumn  of  1355  in  the  old 
Kandahar  city  thought  to 
be  an  Alexandria.  Afghan 
counterparts  took  active 
part  and  h'arned    many  sp- 
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ecialised  techniques  ior  ex- 
cavations. However,  it  has 
not  been  estabhshed  so  far 
vvhetner  the  old  Kandahar 
city  was  an  Alexandria  or 
not. 

Restoration  of  Monum- 
ents : 

This  sector  of  activity  is 
also  divided  in  three  parts: 

A — The  Directorate  Gen- 
eral's   Repairmen : 

After  conducti'ng  a  study 
and  a  survey  of  the  historic 
monuments  it  was  decided 
to  undertake  repairs  by 
the  Directorate  General's 
repairmen  of  those  monu- 
ments in  need  of  urgent 
attentio'n : 

1 — Repair  of  congregation- 
al Mosque  in  Herat: 

Having  been  engaged  ac- 
tively in  recent  years  the 
repairmen's  work  was  high- 
ly satisfactory  from  the  su- 
mmer of  1355  to  summer 
of  1356.  They  built  drain- 
age systems  for  disposal 
of  rain  a'nd  snow  water  from 
inside  of  the  mosque.  The 
dome  w^as  concreted  to  pre- 
vent seepage  of  water  and 
the  roofs  were  also  repaired 
extensively. 

Founded  in  the  time  of 
Ghorid  reign  the  mosque 
was  completed  during  the 
Timurids'  rule.  Its  typical 
decorations  make  it  very 
interesting  for  history  and 
art  enthusiasts. 

9---Repair    of  Gazargah 


Monument  in  Herat: 

Gazargah  mausoleum  wh- 
erein is  entombed  the  co- 
untry's   great    mystic  and 
savant,    Khwaja  Abdullah 
Ansari,     is     regarded  as 
the     masterpiece  Timurid 
architectural    design  and 
decoration.  Since  it  was  in 
imminent  jeopardy  priority 
work  was  staited  on  it  ex- 
peditiously   so  as  to  ensure 
repairing  of     the  eastern 
wing  or  arcade  first.  The 
work  went  on  quite  satisfac- 
torily through   summer,  au- 
tumn and  winter  of  1355 
and  continued  into  this  year. 

3 — Repair  of  the  arch  and 
wall  of  Bost: 

In  view  of  the  cracks  th- 
at had  developed  in  the  ar- 
ch urgent  repair  work  had 
to  be  undertaken  to  keep 
this  important  Timurid  mo- 
nument from  the  ravages  of 
time.  However,  prior  to  ac- 
tual repairs  of  the  arch 
strong  supporting  columns 
was  a  prerequisite.  The  vs^o- 
rk  on  these  columns  went 
on  in  summer  and  autumn 
of  1355  and  the  rest  will 
be  fulfilled  in  1356. 

The  well  situated  in  the 
western  part  of  the  Fort  is 
thought  to  have  been  dug 
during  the  Moghal  reign. 
Being  in  desperate  need  of 
attention  its  cleaning  work 
was  initiated  which  went 
ahead  satisfactorily  through 
autumn  and  winter  of  1355. 
Its  actual  repair  will  be  em- 
barked upon  concurrent  with 
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the  work  on  the  arch. 

4 —  ^Repair  of  minarets, 
tombs  of  Third  Ghaznavid 
Masoud  and  Mohammad  Sh- 
arif Khan: 

Work  was  started  oti  two 
of  the  above  four  monum- 
ents in  Ghazni.  Extensive 
preparatory  work  had  to  be 
performed  on  the  inside  of 
Masoud's  tomb. 

5—  Repair  of  Khwaja  Ba- 
qal  tomb  in  Ghazni: 

Envisaged  in  the  priority 
repair  planning  work  on 
this  tomb  is  to  be  started  in 
due  course. 

6—  -Repair  of  Khwaja  Lai- 
khore  Tomb  in  Ghazni. 

Repair  work  on  this  tomb 
was  started  in  Saratan  of 
1355  to  be  completed  in  a 
few  month's  time.  From  the 
standpoint  of  architectural 
style  and  enterior  decorati- 
on Khwaja  Laikhore's  tomb 
is  among  the  most  import- 
ant monuments. 

7 —  Repair  of  Hazrate  Ali 
Mausoleum  in  Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif : 

In  view  of  the  shortcom- 
ings in  the  past  repair  work 
of  the  mausoleum  too  much 
debris  was  lying  on  the  roofs 
rendering  them  unsafe. 
Having  first  reduced  the  lo- 
ad on  the  roofs,  the  Direc- 
torate General's  repairmen 
started  actual  repair  work 
on  the  mausoleum  which 
is  one  of  the  top  monuments 
in  our  country. 

3 — xhe  nine-dome  mos- 


que in  Balkh; 

This  mosque,  also  known 
as  Haj-i-Piyadah  is  one  of 
the  o'ldest  mosques  in  Cen- 
tral Asia.  Repair  work  in- 
volving provision  of  cover- 
mg  with  girders  is  being 
carried  out  by  the  workers 
of  Mazar-i-Sharif  Fertiliser 
and  Thermo-Power  Pl- 
ant, on  the  expense  of  the 
Directorate  General  of  Ar- 
cheology. 

Repairing  in  Khulm  of 
the  covered  Bazaar  known 
as  "Teem". 

Being  unique  in  its  kind, 
the  historic  covered  bazaar 
of  Khulm  is  vividly  illustra- 
tiye  of  the  economic  life  of 
the  people's  past.  Hen- 
ce, urgent  work  was  initiat- 
ed to  preserve  this  import- 
ant monument  of  our  coun- 
try. 

1— Repair  of  55-meter  high 
Buddha  and  its  adjacent  gr- 
ottos : 

The  55-meter  Buddha,  one 
of  the  most  prominent  sta- 
tues in  Afghanistan,  having 
suffered  regrettable  dama- 
ges through  the  successive 
centuries,  wag  in  dire  need 
of  repairs.  On  the  basis  of  a 
contract  the  work  was  ass- 
igned to  the  Indian  Institute 
of  Archeological  Surveys. 
In  the  agreement,  provis- 
ion for  further  repair  of 
the  smaller  Buddha,  the 
38-meter  one,  has  also  been 
made. 

The  repairs  involved  the 
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reriii 01  cement  of  the  statue 
and  its  SLrch  whereby  chan- 
nels were  provided  in  its  top 
portion  to  dispose  of  rain 
and  snow  water.  Similarly, 
tiie  cracks  in  the  statue  and 
its  arch    were  repaired  by 
driiiing  holes  and  filling 
with  special  compounds.  The 
relief  m  drapes  and  feet  of 
the  Buddha    was  restored 
and  preparatory  work  was 
performed  to  reinstate  relief 
of  the  decorations  of  the 
wails  and  arch  too. 

2— Repair  of  Mussaiah 
and  Ekhtiyaruddin  Fort  in 
f^lerat : 

Divided  rnto  two  parts  the 
project  is  aiming  to  repair 
the  Ekhtiayruddin  Fort  pre- 
paring it  for  housing  the 
Herat  Museum  and  the  Mus- 
saiah of  Herat  especially  the 
minarets.  The  project  to  be 
tarried  out  by  joint  team 
of  UNESCO  and  Afghan  sp- 
ecialists is  financed,  as  far 
as  the  initial  project  requ- 
irements are  concerned,  by 
Afghanistan. 

fn  autumn  and  winter  of 
1355  work  was  performed 
vigorously  on  the  fort,  clear- 
ing the  inside  and  making 
certain  repairs. 

Similarly,  preparatory  wo- 
rk co'nsisting  of  cleaning  and 
earth  removal  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  minarets  was 
performed.  Thus  priority  is 
being  given  to  the  northeas- 
tern minaret  of  Mussaiah 
and  the  Timurid  tower  of 
Ekhtiayruddin  Fort. 


3 — Kepair  of  Baba  Hatem 
tomb  in  Chemtal,  Balkh  Pro- 
vince : 

Belongi'ng  to  the  Seljouk's 
reign  the  tomb's  repair  is 
very  important  in  the  stu- 
dies of  the  concerned  hist- 
oric period.  The  repahr  of 
this  tomb  has  been  assigned, 
on  the  basis  of  a  separate 
agreement,  to  the  French 
Archeological  Mission.  The 
survey  of  the  work  was  be- 
guti  in  winter  of  1355. 

C — Repair  of  Monuments 
by  Foreign  Teams: 

1 — Repair  of  Khwaja  Abu 
Nasr  Parsa  mosque  in  Bal- 
kh: 

This  beautiful,  valuable 
Timurid  monument,  having 
sustained  damages  from 
passage  of  time,  drew  the 
attention  of  the  Ministry  of 
Information  and  Culture. 
The  repairing  of  this  tomb 
was  finished  in  fall  of  1355 
with  the  assistance  of  Ind- 
ian expert  team.  These  rep- 
airs were  done  pursuant  to 
the  joint  agreement  with 
the  rndian  Institute  of  Ar- 
cheological surveys,  which 
includes  excavations  in 
Bagram  and  surveying  of 
Farah  area.  In  the  fulfillm- 
ent of  the  repairs  to  the  to- 
mb care  was  taken  to  give 
structural  stoutness  to  the 
cracks  and  crumbled  sec- 
tions and  to  make  sure  that 
the  decorative  pieces  with- 
out bei'ng  altered  are  rein- 
stated. However,  the  dome 
repair  entailed    removal  of 
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the  tile  to  be  replaced,  after 
l  einfoi  cement  of  the  main 
structure,  with  new  and  eq- 
ual size  ones. 

2—  Repair  of  Chakari  Mi- 
naret : 

Located  on  one  of  the  sp- 
urs of  Shakhe  Barantai  mo- 
u'ntains,  which  delineates 
Kabul  from  Logar  provin- 
ce, Chakrai    Minaret  is  a 
world-famous  pre-Islamic 
monument.    Extensively  da- 
maged by  natural  phenome- 
na, the  minaret  was  in  ex- 
igent need  of   repairs.  Hen- 
ce, based  on  an  agreement 
between   the  Ministry  of  In- 
formation and  Culture  and 
the  Biitish    Institution  of 
Afghan  Studies,  the  repair 
of  the  minaret  was  contrac- 
ted to  the  latter,  who  com- 
pleted the  repairs    by  the 
end  of  summer,  1355. 

3-  -Stupa  of  Guldara: 
This  too  will  be  repaired 

on  the  basis  of  the  above 
agreement  by  the  British 
Institution  of  i\fghan  Stud- 
ies and  its  work  is  to  be  car- 
ried out  in  two  phases.  The 
first  phase  will  call  for  rep- 
air of  the  stupa  and  the  se- 
cond will  comprise  prepara- 
tory cleaning  and  repair  of 
the  associated  temple. 

^According  to  the  research 
by  the  French  Archeologi- 
cal  Mission,  Guldara  stupa 
bearing  intimate  relation- 
ship with  the  Shewaki  stu- 
pa, dates  to  the  5th  atid 
6th  centuries  A.D. 

Department  of  Develop- 
ment and    Promotion  of 


Pashto : 

The  Department  organis- 
ed and  expanded  its  investi- 
gative activities  aimed  at  in- 
depth  study  aXid  promotion 
of  Pashtu. 

in  preparation  for  the 
Seminar  on  Printed  mat- 
erials in  Pashtu  During  the 
Last  two  Centuries  the  Dep 
artment  of  Development 
and  Promotion  of  Pashtu 
achieved  some  objectives  of 
scientific,  national  and  int- 
ernational value.  Prepar- 
ing for  the  Seminar  arran- 
gements have  been  made 
so  that  the  printing  of  use- 
ful books  is  being  carried 
out  by  collective  efforts  of 
the  Department  of  Develop- 
ment and  Promotion  of  Pa- 
shtu, Folklore,  Department 
of  History  Society  of  Afg- 
hanistan, Baihaqi  Book  Pub- 
lishing Enterpirse,  Pashtu 
Academy,  Anis  Newspaper 
Pubhshing  Co.,  Kabul  Uni- 
versity, Kabul  Military  Ac- 
ademy and  Translation  and 
Compilation  Department  of 
the  Ministry  of  Education. 
Totally  there  are  thirty-five 
books  planned  to  be  publish- 
ed on  the  occasion  of  the 
seminar.  In  the  seminar  to 
be  convened  on  Assad  15, 
1356  as  many  as  40  Afghan 
scholars  and  39  scholars  fr- 
om other  countries  have 
been  invited  to  participate. 

One  of  the  most  important 
events  of  the  Seminar  is  the 
microfilm    printing  of  the 
Pashtu  portion  of  the  Gold- 
en State  Dictionary  (The 
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first  Pashtu  publication)  wh- 
ich was  print?ecl  in  1787. 
This  and  microfilm  of  the 
manuscript  collected  works 
of  Ahmad  Shah  Baba  were 
done  withiti  the  framework 
of  cultural  cooperation  bet- 
ween Afghanistan  and  USSR. 

As  the  Pashtu  sec- 
tion of  the  Golden  State 
Dictionary  is  of  immense 
historic  importance  it  will 
be  displayed  along  with  oth- 
er Pashtu  books  in  the  ex- 
hibition planned  on  the  occ- 
asion of  the  Seminar. 

The  books  Pashtoo'nkhwa 
poetry  (by  Armister,  French 
writer),  Afghani  Key  (by 
Padder  Hughj,  Pashtu  Sele- 
ctions (by  Doran),  Gulshan 
(by  Roverty)  being  very 
rare  are  indeed  useful  sour- 
ces for  the  investigations  in 
snedding  light  in  the  studies 
aiming  at  traci'ng  the  eff- 
orts for  designing  Pashto 
letters. 

Some  of  the  above  books 
have  engaged  Afghan  sch- 
olars in  individually  impor- 
tant research  projects.  The 
information  borne  from  the 
studies  conducted  by  Afgh- 
an and  (foreign  scholars 
make  it  evident  that  Pashtu 
established  itself  as  the  ce- 
ntral Aryan  language: 

Along  with  the  rare  cop- 
ies of  the  printed  Pashtu 
works  the  publication  of  the 
manuscripts  wil5  be  a  rem- 
arkable task  organised  by 
the  Department  of  Develo- 
pment and  Promotion  of  Pa- 


shtu. 

Among  the  notable  steps 
taken  by  the  Department  is 
the  founding  of  a  bi-month- 
ly magazine  entitled 
the  light  of  the  Republic." 

The  staff  members  of  the 
magazine  have  spared  no 
efforts  in  attainment  of  the 
said  objectives.  In  the  task 
of  popularising  Pashtu  pho- 
netics which  is  necessary 
and  useful  valuable  strides 
have  been  taken. 

While  maintaining  good 
cooperation  with  Pashtu  Ac- 
ademy,    Pashtu  Research 
Centre,  and     some  other 
(Liltural    institutions  the 
Department  for  the  Deve- 
lopment avid    Promotion  of 
Pashto      published  the 
great  majestic  leader  Ghau- 
sui  Azam  and    Sayed  Ja- 
maluddin  the  Genius  of  the 
East. 

Department  of  Public 
Libraries : 

Besides  providing  the  cen- 
tral and  provincial  public 
libraires  with  tln^  newspap- 
ers, magazines  and  journals, 
the  Department  purchased 
from  domestic  publishing 
sources  199,lv37  Afghanis 
worth  of  books  and  deliver- 
ed them  to  these  libraries. 
Having  supplied  furnitures 
to  some  libraries  the  Dep- 
artment was  successful  in 
opening  new  libraries  in 
Kunar  Province,  Kapisa  dis- 
trict administration  center, 
and  Andkhoy  county  each 
with  over  two    thousand  it- 
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ems  Of  books,  magazines 
and  journals.  Taken  togeth- 
er, now  there  are  thirty 
libraries  in  the  provinces. 

A  total  of  2632  books 
were  purchased  at  the  cost 
o£  541,778  Afghanis  from 
foreign  sources,  159  volu- 
mes of  manuscript  books  for 
249,150  Afghanis  and  1158 
items  of  archive  documents 
for  14.200  afghanis. 

Together  with  the  purch- 
ased books  thousands  that 
were  donated  were  made 
aviiable  to  the  libraries.  Th- 
us, in  Kabul  the  cards  were 
renewed  and  recatalogued.  a 
number  of  organisations 
were  assisted  in  setting  up 
their  own  libraries. 

The  Manuscripts  Divis- 
ion made  available  such  ma- 
terial to  Afghan  as  well  as 
foreign  scholars  taking  part 
in  the  Seminar  on  Sayed  Ja- 
oialiiddin  Afghani. 

Listing  Of  manuscripts  is 
being  mcide  and  is  expected 
to  be  ready  in  due  course 
for  submission  for  printing. 
The  collected  works  of  Sa- 
nai  Ghaznavi,  a  rarity,  is 
photographed  and  will  be 
offset-printed.  A  number  of 
manuscripts  which  are  nee- 
ded by  native  and  foreign 
researchers  are  being  mic- 
rofilmed and  made  available. 

Strong  increase  in  reader- 
ship was  recorded  notably 
in  reference,  studies,  study 
of  Afghanistan  and  magaz- 
ine sections. 

The  work  on  the  Histo- 
ric Archives  Centre  is  adv- 


anced 90  percent;  it  will  be 
completed  when  air-conditi- 
'ning,  shelves  and  furnish- 
ings are  fitted. 

The  new  building  of  Par- 
wan  library  is  completed 
and  is  due  for  opening. 

Based  on  the  cultural  po- 
licy of  the  Government  of 
the  Repubhc  of  Afghanistan 
ct'nd  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  increased  cultural 
requirements  the  Ministry 
of  Information  and  Culture 
is  planning  to  build  a  large 
library  on  the  14-jeribs  of 
land  adjacent  to  Shahrara 
Tower  that  President  Moha- 
mmad Daoud  has  donated  to 
the  Public  Libraries  and  Na- 
tional Theatre.  To  be  cons- 
tructed in  the  framework 
of  the  first  Seven-Year  De- 
velopment Plan  the  library 
is  to  be  designed  to  comp- 
rise spacious  study  saloons, 
conference  rooms,  cinema 
and  sections  for  book  bind- 
ing and  microfilms. 

The  construction  of  this 
irreat  scientific  center  pro- 
vides  ample  facilities  and 
services  aimed  at  enlighten- 
mti  the  people  and  thus  at- 
taining one  of  the  lofty  ob- 
jectives of  the  Government 
of  the  Republic  of  Afghan- 
istan in  deepening  cultural 
development. 

Department  of  Press  and 
Cultural  Prizes: 

Tn  Jauza  of  1355  the  De- 
nartment  published  for  in- 
formation of  interested  writ- 
ers and  authors  a  list  of 


630 


topics  on  economic,  social, 
(Liltural  and  political  deve- 
lopment, historical  a'nd  lite- 
rary  investigations,  women's 
movement  and  fine  arts  th- 
at the  works  thereon  could 
qualify  for  entry  for  press 
and  cultural  prizes.  This 
gave  the  authors  the  oppor- 
tunity to  investigate  atid 
study  on  the  subject  of  their 
choice,  get  the  material  pr- 
inted and  have  them  ready 
in  time  for  candidacy  and 
the  prescribed  assessment. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that 
little  research  and  investig- 
ation is  available  on  child- 
ten's  education,  developm- 
ent of  children's  creative 
talents,  cultivation  of  ch- 
ildren's mental  and  psycho- 
logical condition  specific 
prizes  have  been  considered 
for  works  on  these  much- 
needed  topics. 

To  encourage  children  gi- 
fted with  skills  and  aptitude 
in  fine  arts  a  number  of 
prizes  were  allocated  to  the 
works  of  hundred  students 
in  the  fourth  to  6th  classes 
of  schools.  He*nce,  practical 
examinations  were  given  to 
candidate  students  and  th- 
vir  works  were  submitted 
to  the  assigned  commission 
for  assessment. 

A  total  of  250  prizes  we- 
re alloted  for  candidated 
works  on  fine  arts  which 
were  evaluated  and  then  aw- 
arded accordingly  to  the  wi- 
nners. 

Thirty  prizes  were  assign- 


x:d  for  written  and  translat- 
ed works  by  the  country's 
authors  on  story-writing,  jo- 
urnalism, literary  investig- 
ations, folklore  and  historic 
themes  of  children's  ed- 
ucation. As  a  result  of 
appraisal  by  the  comm- 
ission thirty  works  were 
singled  out  and  concurrent 
with  the  third  anniversary 
of  the  felicitations  celebra- 
tions of  the  founding  of 
the  Republic  the  fitting  pri- 
zes were  awarded  to  the  con- 
cerned authors  and  writers. 

Notew^orthy  are  the  folk- 
loric  work  "Enchanting  talk 
Of  the  northern  areas"  win- 
ning Khushal  Khan  second 
group  prize;  in  journalism 
section  ''Television"  won  Sa- 
yed    Jamaluddin  Afghani 
third  group  prize;    the  his- 
toric work     "Abu  Muslim 
Khorasani"  won     Amir  Ali 
Sher  Nawaie    third  group 
prize;  the     agricultural  wo- 
rk "Main  ailments  of  cattle 
in  Afghanistan"  won  Ebni 
Sina  Balkhi  third  group  pri- 
ze; on  raising  and  cultivati- 
on of  children     the  work 
"Mother's    Guide"    v^on  Eb- 
ni Sina  Balkhi  third  group 
prize;  the  legal  work  "Rig- 
hts of  children  in  Islam" 
won  Sayed  Jamaluddin  Af- 
ghani third  group  prize. 

The  works  of  art  that 
won  prizes  were: 

Miniature  art  work: 
1 — Behzad  group  first  cl- 
ass— one  prize. 
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2 —  Behzad  group  second 
class — two  prizes. 

3 —  Behzad  group  third 
class — two  prizes. 

Oil  painting: 

1  -Jami  group  first  class 
— one  prize. 

2--Behzad  group  third 
class—one  prize. 

Other  artistic  works: 

Rahman  Baba  group  third 
classification  —  five  prizes. 

Children's  artistic  works: 

1 —  The  painting  works  th- 
at won  Jami  group  prizes — 
14  prizes. 

2-  ~Calligraphic  hatidwrit- 
ing  that  won  Rahman  Baba 
category  of  prizes —  two  pri- 
zes. 

3  -Lacewoik  that  won 
Ralunan  Baba  category  of 
prizes  — two  prizes. 

4 —  Embroidery  that  wo'ri 
Rahman  Baba  category  of 
prizes — one  prize. 

The  total  money  alloted 
lor  the  above  section  is  Afs. 
245,000. 

The  handling  of  prizes  for 

1356 : 

in  xVIizan  1355  the  Dep- 
artment of  Prizes  published 
in  the  capital  and  provincial 
newspapers  the  list  of  top- 
ics,  for  the  year  1356  pri- 
zes, i'nvolving  economic  and 
social  development,  cultu- 
ral, political,  historic,  liter- 
ary, raising  and  education 
of  children  themes,  historic 
background  of  Grand  and 
local  assemblies  as  well  as 
topics  pertaining  to  the  role 
of  women  in  the  society.  As 


a  result  of  the  an'nouncem- 
ent  following  registrations 
took  place: 

a)  Writers,  authors  and 
translators — fifty  in  all. 

b)  Hundred  entrants  com- 
prising painting,  penman- 
ship, miniature  work,  sculp- 
ture, carving  and  other  br- 
anches of  fine  arts. 

Out  of  the  fifty  entrants 
thirty  of  them  who  had  com- 
pleted their  works  on  eco- 
nomic, historical,  literary, 
agricultural  and  legal  top- 
ics aVid  submitted  them  to 
the  Prizes  Department.  Eig- 
hty, out  of  the  hundred  en- 
trants, submitted  their  wor- 
ks involving  painting,  calli- 
graphy, miniaturework,  car- 
ving, sculpture,  mosaic  and 
others  to  the  Department 
which  were  entered  i'^i  the 
forms  and  forwarded  to  the 
appropriate  commission  for 
assessment. 

Children  manifesting  tal- 
ents worth  encouragement 
were  given  an  examinatio'n 
as  a  result  of  which  thirty- 
five  were  selected  for  their 
works  to  be  candidated  for 
1356  prizes. 

The  registered  entries  for 
1356  prizes,  after  being  cla- 
ssified, were  submitted  to 
the  relevant  commissions 
who  took  necessary  assess- 
ment action. 

In  an  effort  to  give  wide- 
scale  recog'nition  to  the  ta- 
lents and  nominated  works 
an  exhibition  of  300  select 
items  comprising  painting. 
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nuniaturework,  penmanship, 
and  sculpture  was  institut- 
ed in  Kabul  Theatre  from 
Saur  17   to  Jauza  12,  1356. 

Upon  completion  of  ass- 
esment  by  the  assigned  com- 
missions of  the  candidated 
works  for  1356  prizes  the 
High  Commission  for  Prizes 
met  on  Saratan  20th  under 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Mi- 
nister Of  Information  and 
Culture  and  finalised  selc- 
tion  of  the  winners  who  we- 
re then  announced  concur- 
rent with  the  fourth  anniv- 
ersary of  the  founding  of 
the  Kepublic. 

Department  of  Folklore 
and  Literature : 

The  Department  continu- 
ed its  studies  and  collection 
of  the  people'3  artistic  mani- 
festations. The   Division  of 
Art  and  Mass  Literature 
was  able,  with  the  coopera- 
tion of  some  university  pro- 
fessors, to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  scholars  and  resear- 
chers to  the  necessity  of 
deeper    understanding  of 
mass  literature,  folkloric, 
cultural  and    social  pheno- 
mena to  pave  the  ground 
for  future  investigations. 
This  Division  arranged  for 
the  setting  up  of  a  specia- 
lised folkloric    literary  and 
made  up  the  list  of  books 
to  be  procured  for  it. 

Custom  and  Rituals  Divi- 
sion: 

Besides  its  routine  func- 
tions this  Division  put  out 
the  following  publications: 


1 —  Short    hemistiches  in- 
dicative of  flokloric  subs- 
tance. 

2 —  The  slang  expression 
"Siahsar"  in  the  folkloric 
context. 

3 —  Cotton  —  treating  or 
carding. 

4 —  Book  of  People's  kno- 
wledge (under  printing). 

5 —  Tawa  Khana  (under 
floor  heating). 

6—  Felt,  barak  (home-made 
wollen  fabric),  blanket  and 
local    woollen  garments. 

7—  Marriage  rites  in  Gh- 
azni. 

8 —  Method  of  making  Fa- 
ludah  (a  refreshment  made 
of  custard,  crushed  ice  or 
snow  and  syrup). 

9 —  Folkloric  medicine  of 
Zadran  County,  novel  dis- 
location and  its  re-adjustm- 
ent. 

10—  Wart,  Bruise,  style. 

1 1 —  Weaving    shirn  of 
goats. 

12 —  Lumps,  uvulitis,  pins 
and  needles. 

13—  Danda  Kelak  (child- 
ren's play  involving  hitting 
sticks)  dice,  marbles. 

14 —  Sixty  proverbs  and 
maxims 

15 —  Book  of  people's  cust- 
oms. 

16 —  A  collection  of  some 
short  hemisticks. 

Folklore  Magazine: 
The  publication  of  this 
magazine  containing  folk- 
loric and  cultural  material 
went  on  regularly  with  each 
issue  consisting  of  hundred 
pages. 

Afghan  Theatre: 


633 


Afghan  Theatre  perform- 
ed the  assigned  services  in 
showing  artistic  plays  and 
films  and  in  culturing  the 
talents  as  follows: 

1—  The  drama  "Kor-i-Kh- 
od  wa  binae  —  mardum", 
meaning  Wind  of  oneself 
but  seei'ng  of  others,  was 
on  show  from  4/1/55  to  14/ 
3/55,.  It  was  shown  75  ti- 
mes in  all. 

2 —  The  opening  session 
of  the  seminar  on  Khwaja 
Abdullah  Ansari  in  the  aud- 
itorium Of  Kabul  Theatre 
on  Saur  9,  1355, 

3 —  The  concert  by  Radio 
Afghanistan  artists  perfo- 
rmed from  18/1/55  to  24/ 
3/55  with  the  cooperation 
of  Afghan  Theatre. 

4—  Cooperation  with  the 
showing  by  foreign  artists. 

a — The  opening  show  by 
foreign  artists  held  in  the 
Presidential  Palace. 

b — Show  of  Soviet  artists 
on  1/5/55. 

d — Show  of  Chinese  arti- 
sts from  31/5/55  to  4/6/55. 

f — Rendering  of  concerts 
by  Yugoslavian  troupe. 

5—  ~The  drama  "Thorns  of 
Peace"  was  shown  21  times 
from  28/6/55  to  17/7/55. 

6—  The  drama  "Two  For- 
ms'* was  shown  27  times  fr- 
om 22/5/55  to  20/10/55. 

Besides,  the  Theatre  has 
been  handling  all  the  stage 
preparations  and  organisa- 
tions for  the  conduct  by  Ra- 
dio Afghanistan  of  the  "In- 
tellectual Contest"  progra- 
mme every  Tuesday. 

It  show^ed    films  in  the 


schools,     Women's  Organis- 
ation. University,  Military 
cantonments. 

The  drama  (Two  Forms), 
(Hippies),  The  Spell  of  We- 
dding), (The  Frantic  J^ath- 
er-in-Law)  as  well  as  four 
films  to  the  deputies  to  the 
first  Grand  Assembly  of 
the  Government  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan. 

The  other  events  which 
took  place  in  Afghan  Thea- 
tre were: 

The  exhibition  by  the  Mi- 
nistry of  Planning,  in  coop- 
eration with  the  Departm- 
ents, of  the  development 
projects  and  services  in  the 
country. 

The  cultural  exhibition  or- 
ganised there  by  Ministry 
of  Information  and  Culture 
was  visited  by  the  members 
of  the  first  Grand  Assem- 
bly. 

In  addition  to  showing 
the  comical  drama  "The 
beverage  of  Zeal"  there  we- 
re shown  thirty — six  new 
and  repetitive   Iranian,  five 
Indian  films  ag  well  as  the 
Italian  films     festival  whi- 
ch lasted  for    one  week. 
Moreover,    the  embassies 
in  honour  of  their  national 
performed     functions  here 
days. 

•Department  of  Fine  Arts: 
The  activities  of  this  or- 
ganisation in  designs,  ma- 
king frames,  displays,  pain- 
ting courses  and  sculpting 
have  been  as  follows: 

1 — Training  of  the  talent- 
ed youth  who  have  an  apti- 
tude in    painting  and  sculp- 
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ting. 

2~Exhibition  of  artistic 
works. 

3—  Production  of  paint- 
ings and  classic  artistic  sta- 
tues. 

4 —  Making  varieties  of 
frames. 

So  far  the  students  have 
produced,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  i'nstructors,  over 
550  paintings,  500  statues 
which  are  being  readied  for 
exhibit.  The  students  will 
graduate  after  completing 
a  three-year  curriculum. 

The  Department,  in  addi- 
tion to  providing  artistic 
aecorations  for  the  various 
exhibits  made  paintings  of 
the  couTitry's  prominent 
personalities  namely  Say- 
ed  Jamaluddin  Afghani,  Ma- 
ulana  Jaialuddin  Balkhi, 
Amir  Khosrow  Balkhi,  Da- 
qiqi(  Balkh,  Farabi,  and 
Khvvaja  Abdullah  Ansari. 

The  fine  arts  organisati- 
on cooperated  in  the  follo- 
wing artistic  activities: 

l„Exhibit  Of  works  of 
Indian  artists  in  Kabul  Th- 
eatre in  Jauza  1355  on  the 
basis  of  Afghanistan-Indian 
cultural  agreement. 

2—  The  displaying  of  the 
artistic  works  in  the  celebr- 
ation of  the  third  anniver- 
sary of  founding  of  the  Re- 
public. 

3™Exhibiting  the  painting 
a'nd  handicraft  works  of  Pa- 
mir Brothers  and  amateur 
artists  in  Kabul  Municipali- 
ty Saloon. 

4--Exhibiting  the  minia- 
\\ive  and  ceramic    work  of 


Herat  artists  in  Kabul  Mu- 
nicipality Saloon. 

5 —  Exhibition  of  shaped 
and  ceramic  works  in  Ka- 
bul Theatre  o'n  the  occas- 
ion of  the  First  Grand  As- 
sembly. 

6 —  Painting  exhibition 
in  Tashkent  on  the   basis  of 
the  cultural    agreement  be- 
twee'n     Afghanistan  and 
USSR. 

Department  of  Music: 
Training    of  talented  yo- 
ung artists  and  developm- 
ent of  genuine   Afghan  mu- 
sic as  its  objectives  the  De- 
partment's actilvities  are 
described  as  follows: 

1 — The  designing  and  ren- 
derng  of  the  musical  parts 
Of  the  programmes  "Carav- 
an of  music"  and  ''a  flower 
twig"  broadcast  on  Radio 
Afghanistan  on  Fridays  by 
means  of  the  eastern  orch- 
estra offering  tuties  and 
songs  with  rabab,.  harmon- 
ium, clarinet,  tamboor,  fl- 
ute and  drums. 

2~The  artists  of  this  De- 
partment record  the  singing 
of  the  top  singers  and  ar- 
tists using  fine  melodious 
lyrics  and  offer  to  the  lite- 
listeners. 

3__ft  offers  the  program 
^'a  twig  of  several  flowers" 
in  accompaniment  of  amat- 
eur orchestra. 

4  It  records  the  best  am- 
ateur music  and  offers  six 
tunes  of  this  music  to  the 
Hsteners  each  week. 

5-  Two  hundred  and  for- 
ty new^  pieces  containing 


635 


Dan  and  Pashtu  songs  as 
vveil  as  the  Republic'^  an- 
them were  recorded. 

6—  -Twenty  one  new  mus- 
icians were  trained  and  ass- 
igned tasks. 

7 —  Compassing  and  per- 
forming co'ncerts  in  the  ca- 
pital and  provinces  on  na- 
tional days  such  as  Orange 
Flower  Day  (in  Nangarhar), 
Teachers'  Day,  Mother's  Day 
Red  Cross  and  the  musical 
performance  on  the  occasion 
of  the  First  Grand  Assem- 
bly of  the  Republic. 

8 —  In  its  training  courses 
taught  by  native  and  forei- 
gn instructors  talented  yo- 
uth are  trained  and  offer- 
ed to  the  society.  Now  there 
38  students  receiving  this 
training. 

International  Seminar  co- 
mmemorating the  80th  De- 
ath Anniversary  of  Sayed 
Jamaluddin  Afghani: 

In  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Government  of  the  Re- 
public of  Afghanistan  hon- 
ours Afghan  society's  cultu- 
ral,    educational,  historic 
and  political     values  and 
indears       schoiars  who 
have         striven  in 
the    preservation  and 
enrichment  of  these  valu- 
es, the  Ministry  of  Informa- 
tion and    Culture,  availed 
itself  of  the  opportunity  to 
convene  the  International 
Seminar  Commemorating 
the  80th  Death  Anniversa- 
ry of     Sayed  Jamaluddin 
Afghani  in  Kabul  on  March 
9,  1977  with  participation 
of  a  number  of  Afghan  sch- 


olars and  those  of  the  frien- 
dly countries.  The  seminar 
was  opened  at  Radio  Afgh- 
anistan. After  recitation  of 
a  few  verses  from  the  Holy 
Koran  and  playing  of  nation- 
al anthem  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  Repub- 
lic Mohammad  Daoud  was 
read  by  Deputy  Foreign 
Minister  Waheed  Abdullah. 
Messages  of  Egyptian  Pre- 
sident Anw^ar  Al  Sadat  and 
Iraqi  President  Hassan  Al 
Bakr  which  were  issued  on 
the  occasion  were  read  by 
Prof.  Tawafi  Owida,  Spec- 
ial Envoy  of  President  Sadat 
and  Iraqi  Ambassador  to 
Kabul  Naser  Abdul  Qadir 
Al  Hadithi  respectively. 

The  seminar  ended  on 
March  15,  1977  with  adop- 
tation  Of  the  following  fin- 
al resolution.  Kabul  decla- 
ration  on  Jamaluddin  Af- 
ghani : 

On  the  occasion  of  the 
80th  death  anniversary  of 
great  Eastern  Scholar  Say- 
ed Jamaluddin  Afghani  and 
on  the  basis  of  the  cultural 
policy  of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  and  in  rever- 
ence of  the  renowned  sons 
of  this  soil,  a  commemora- 
tive meeting  and  study  ses- 
sions were  held  in  Kabul 
capital  of  Afghanistan  from 
March  9  to  March  17,  1977. 

The  participants  of  the 
Commemoration  meeting 
appreciated  with  great  at- 
tention the  message  of  the 
founder  of  the  Republic  of 
Afghanistan  and  first  Pre- 
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sident  of  the  Republic    Mr.  of  Education  and  the  Univ- 
Mohammad    Daoud    issued  ersity  of  Kabul  and  agreed 
on  the  occasion.     Similarly  on  the  following  provisions : 
messages  sent  on    the  occa-  -  The  Seminar  was  high- 
sion  by  the  leaders  of    the  ly  useful  in  introducing  Sa- 
friendly  countries,    includ-  yed  Jamaluddin  Afghatii's 
ing  His  Excellency,  Mr.  Mo-  thoughts  leading  to  Nation- 
hammad  Anwar  Sadat,  Pre-  al  Revolution  in  the  East, 
sident  of  the     Republic  of  his  services  for  world  and 
E^ypt,    a'nd  His   Excellency  humanity.  A  renowned  son 
Mr.  Ahmad  Hassan  Al-Bakr,  of  Afghanistan  and  a  great 
President    of  the    Republic  fighter  of  East,  he  was  a 
jf  Iraq,  addressed  to     the  shi'ning  star  in  the  Islamic 
President  of  the  Republic  of  world  and  humanity  and  de- 
Afghanistan  were  also  read  voted  his  entire  life  in  the 
out  in  the  Seminar.  The  De-  way  of  freedom  and  uplift- 
puty  Minister  of     Foreign  ing  of  the  East,  his  efforts 
Affairs,  Mr.  Waheed  Abdul-  proved  to  be  ruitful  and 
lah  representing  the  Minis-  effective, 
try  of  Informatioti    and  Cu-  -The  participants   of  the 
Iture  delivered  a  statement  Seminar  described  as  eff- 
on  the  occasion.  The    parti-  ective  and  useful  the  con- 
ripants  of  the  meeting  ex-  tents  of  the  research  works, 
pressed  their  gratitude    for  and  the  translation  of  Sayed 
the  attention     of     Afghan  Jamaluddin  Afghani's  lite- 
authorities,  rary    works  published  by 
In  the  study    sessions  of  the  Afghan    writers  which 
the  Seminar,  besides    Afg-  throw  light    and  appraise 
han  scholars,    the  scholars  ^he  nature    of  the  political, 
from  frietidly  countries  wh-  religious,    spiritual  and  cul- 
ich  Sayed  Jamaluddin    Afg-  tural  activities  and  his  ser- 
hatii     visited  and     stayed  yices  to  the    nation.  They 
the  scholars  from  the  Aus-  hoped  that  the  Afghan  wri- 
tria.  Algeria,  Egypt.  France,  ters  would    continue  their 
India,  Iran,  Iraq,  Libya,  Pa-  research  a'nd  publications  to 
kistan,     Turkey.     Tunisia,  render  greater    services  in 
USSR  and     representatives  introducing   this  prominent 
of  UNESCO    participated  in  freedom  fighter, 
the  Seminar  and  prese'nted  since  a  number  of  useful 
their  papers  and  theses.  scientific  and  research  r 

The  participants  appre-  pers  were  presented  in  the 
dated  the  valuable  efforts  seminar  on  different  asp- 
of  the  Government  of  the  ects  of  life  and  services  of 
Republic  of  Afghanistan,  sayed  it  is  expected  that 
the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Af-  soon  all  the  messages  re- 
fairs.  Ministry  of  Informa-  ceived  addresses  and  pap- 
tion  atid  Culture,    Ministry  ers  read  or  papers  which 

637 


could  not  be  read,  with  pho- 
tos and  the  list  of  the  parti- 
cipants of  the  seminar  sh- 
ould be  published  in  a  book 
form  with  the  cooperation 
of  Historical  Society  and 
Bayhaqi  Publishing  Insti- 
tute with  the  assistance  of 
the  Reporter  of  the  Semi- 
nar. 

PROPOSALS 

1.  With  a  view  to  conti- 
nue research  and  scientific 
studies  on  life,  thoughts,  ser- 
vices and  deeds  of  the  gr- 
eat Eastern  Freedom  Figh- 
ter, the  Seminar  agrees  to 
the  proposal  of  the  Univ- 
ersity of  Kabul  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  scientific 
and  research  Centre  and 
proposes  that  statutes  sho- 
uld soon  be  framed  for  this 
Centre  and  enforced: 

—This  Centre  should 
consist  of  an  authorised  sc- 
ientific Committee  comp- 
rising of  scholars  concerned 
and  should  cooperate  with 
the  authorised  concerned 
institutions  and  persons  of 
the  friendly  countries  on 
the  basis  of  the  principles 
of  UNESCO  and  other  in- 
ternational cultural  insti- 
tutions, It  should  utilise  the 
material  and  cultural  con- 
tributions of  the  instituti- 
ons and  scholars  of  these 
countries  through  the  Co- 
mmittee for  promoting  the 
activities  of  this  Centre. 

—This  Centre  should  ha- 
ve a  wellstocked  library  on 
the  life  and  literary  works 
of  Sayed.    Therefore,  all 
friendly    countries  includ- 


ing Islamic  countries  and 
persons  concerned,  UNES- 
CO authorities  and  scienti- 
fic and  cultural  institutions 
are  requested  to  offer  do- 
cuments in  their  archives 
including  books,  magazine^, 
periodicals  photos,  manus- 
cripts of  that  time  in  ori- 
ginal or  photocopy,  micro- 
film for  the  research  Cen- 
tre. 

2 —  The  participants  of  the 
Seminar  agreed  to  the  pro- 
posal Of  the  Afghan  and 
Pakistani  scholars  to  pub- 
lish a  compendium  entitled 
Urwat-ul-Wuthqa,  with  the 
cooperation  of  Islamic  sch- 
olars and  recommends  its 
completion  so  that  contacts 
in  this  connection  could  b^e 
made  with  the  scholars  of 
the  concerned  friendly  co- 
untries. Besides,  the  parti- 
cipants of  the  Seminar  re- 
commended that  this  Cen- 
tre should  publish  an  ann- 
ual containing  fresh  and  or- 
iginal research  on  life  and 
literary  works  of  the  Sayed. 

3 —  Since  during  the  last 
20  years  a  number  of  writ- 
ers in  view  of  their  anti- 
Islamic  and  anti-Arab  ten- 
dencies resorted  to  vilific- 
ation campaign  against  the 
life  and  thoughts  of  Sayed 
Afghani  in  their  articles 
and  in  pseudo— scientific 
books,  the  meeting  appro- 
ved that  all  the  writers  and 
publishers  of  the  Islamic  co- 
untries concerned  should 
defend  the  lofty  persona- 
lity of  Sayed  and  to  prev- 
ent   this    toward  and  un- 
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scientific  propaganda.  The 
research  of  the  scholars  sh- 
ould be  based  on  historical 
and  social  sciences. 

4 —  The  meeting  propos- 
ed thcit  necessary  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  for 
the  promotion  of  specific 
studies  in  this  regard  th- 
rough the  exchange  of  sch- 
olars atid  grant  of  research 
fellow-ships. 

The  University  of  Kabul 
has  offered  as  a  first  step 
five  research  fellowships  to 
the  scholars  concerned. 

Similarly,  the  proposals 
by  a  Turkish  delegation  th- 
at an  Aghan  scholar  sh- 
ould prepare  a  thesis  on 
Jamaluddin  Afghani  in  one 
of  the  Turkish  Universities 
under  the  guidance  of  Tur- 
kish scholars  and  that  a 
memorial  tomb  should  be 
constructed  in  Sayed's  Me- 
mory at  Istanbul,  was  wel- 
comed. 

5 —  The  meeting  suggested 
that  in  order  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  Sayed  and 
to  encourage  research  on 
his  life  and  thoughts  and 
study  on  the  historical  re- 
volution in  Eastern  count- 
ries a'nd  their  politcal  and 
cultural  movements,  an  ag- 
reement should  be  conclud- 
ed through  corresponden- 
ces between  the  research 
Centre  of  Kabul  Unversity 
and  the  Centres  concerned 
of  the  frie'ndly  countries 
for  prescribing  an  annual 
prize  on  Sayed  Jamaluddin 
Afghani  studies. 

g__Xhe    participants  of 


the  Seminar  suggest  to  all 
the  countries  concerned  th- 
at they  name  some  of  their 
roads,  scientific  institutions 
like  libraries  etc.  after  the 
name  of  Sayed  Jamaluddin 
Afghani. 

They  also  propose  that 
the  meetings  in  commemor- 
ation of  the  services  of  Sa- 
yed should  be  held  alterna- 
tely every  five  years  in  the 
countries  concerned  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  Cen- 
tre at  Kabul. 

The  participants  of  the 
Seminar  welcomed  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Kabul  Univer- 
sity Department  regarding 
naming  of  one  of  its  Libr- 
ary Halls  after  this  great 
Afghan  personality.  The 
participants  welcomed  the 
proposal  of  the  Ministry  of 
Information  and  Culture 
regarding  naming  of  Kunar 
Public  Library  as  Sayed  Ja- 
maluddin Afghani  Libray. 

7 —  The  meeting  approv- 
ed the  proposal  of  the  Tur- 
kish delegation  regarding 
conversio'n  of  a  house  wh- 
ere Sayed  passej  his  last 
days  in  Bashik-Tash  in  Nu- 
zhatia  Avenue  in  Machka 
into  Sayed  Jamaluddin  Af- 
ghani Library  and  Museum. 

8 —  Since  Afghanistan  sh- 
all observe  the  100th  death 
an'niversary  of  Saye^  Ja- 
maluddin Afghani,  the  re- 
search Centre  on  Sayed 
Jamaluddin  Afghani,  Kab- 
ul University  will  provide 
scientific  material  in  diffe- 
rent languages  and  will  co- 
operate with  the  institutions 
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and  scholars  of  various  co- 
untries and  consequently 
will  provide  the  research  of 
the  scholars  in  this  regard 
to  the  interested  persons 
through  translation  of  sci- 
entific books  and  magazines. 

9—  The  life  of  Sayed  co- 
incides wth  a  dramattic  re- 
volutionary historical  stage 
of  the  Islamic  nations.  Th- 
erefore, for  the  purpose  of 
studying  economic,  social, 
political  and  cultural  situa- 
tion of  the  Islamic  and  Ea- 
stern countries  and  their 
impact  on  the  life  of  Sayed 
in  various  cou'ntries  and  also 
about  cultural  and  political 
movements  of  that  period, 
this  Seminar  approved  that 
extensive  studies  and  res- 
earch in  the  field  of  politi- 
cal, social  and  economic  mo- 
vements of  these  countries 
should  be  made  through  the 
holding  of  alternate  meet- 
ings and  conferences  and 
exchange  of  necessary  in- 
form.atio'n  and  scientific  ass- 
essment between  the  scho- 
lars of  Islamic  and  Eastern 
countries  and  all  the  co- 
untries concerned. 

10 —  The  meeting  also  con^ 


curred  that  the  Eastern 
world  is  in  'need  of  a  deep 
and  comprehensive  study 
and  a  critical  and  scientific 
analysis  of  the  Western  Ci- 
vilisation. With  a  view  to 
bringing  together  the  scho- 
lars and  intellectuals  of  the 
East  to  the  Islamic  world, 
a  study-meeti'ng  namely  an 
International  Congress  on 
East/West  studies  should 
be  held.  The  Afghan  scho- 
lars, on  the  advice  of  the 
guest  scholars  decided  that 
such  a  Congress  should  be 
held  in  the  birth  place  co- 
untry of  Sayed  Jamaluddin 
Afghani  who  was  the  pion- 
eer of  'new  thoughts  and  ch- 
ampion of  the  traits  and 
traditions  of  the  East. 

The  meeting  draws  the 
attention  of  the  Afghan 
authorities  to  thi^  main  is- 
sue. The  date  and  the  ag- 
enda of  the  Congress  should 
be  decided  upon  in  the  co- 
ming meeting  on  Sayed  Ja- 
maluddin. 

The  guest  scholars  ex- 
press their  thanks  for  warm 
hospitality  shown  by  the 
people  and  the  Government 
of  Afghanistan. 
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One  of  the  minaret^  of  Herat. 


The  eastern  part  of  Ekhtiruddin  fort  in  Herat. 


A  mask  unearthed    at  Greeko-Bactrian    city  of  Ai-Khanum. 


The  external  view  of  the  tomb  of  Masood  III     in  Ghazni, 


The  holy  Rauza  of  Ma  zar-i-Sharif  during    repair  work. 


Basrelief  decoration   of  Bost 


arch. 


Temurid  era  decorations  of  Holy  Rawza  in  Mazar-i-Sharif. 
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Decorations  of  the  east  em  wall  of  the  holy  Rauza  in  Mazar—i— Sharif, 


The 


Eastern  arch  of 


Gazargahi  Sharif  in  Herat. 


Decoratio'ns  of  the  arch  of  Gazargahi  Sharif  in  He  rat. 


,   ^Jfi*fiM 


- 


A  close  up  view  of  one  of  the 


pillars  of 


Haji  Pyada  mosque. 


Bhudda's  statue  in  Bamiyan, 


A  Temurid  era  structure  in  Kalai  Ekhtiaruddiii, 


Khwaja  Abu  Nasr  Parsa  mosque  in  Balkh  at  the  final  stage  of  repair. 


Ministry  of  Public 

Health 


The  Ministry  of  Public 
Health  during  the  year 
1355,  on  the  basis  of  the 
drafted  Afghan  Health  Pro- 
gram and  in  view  of  the  se- 
ven year  development  pl- 
an of  the  Miliistry  on 
one  hand  provide^  po- 
table water  for  more 
tha'n  300,000  people  and 
implemented  the  stage  wi- 
se vaccination  programme 
on  a  number  of  contagious 
diseases  and  drafted  and 
implemented  a  number  of 
projects  and  programmes 
in  order  to  eliminate  com- 
municable diseases  and 
provide  massive  immunisa- 
tion against  these  diseases. 
On  the  other  hand  hi  order 
to  bring  about  facilities  in 
the  field  of  curative  medi- 
cine, the  Ministry  increased 
the  number  of  beds  in  var- 
ious hospitals  throughout 
the  country  and  laid  down 
the  found  atio'n  stones  of  a 
number  of  other  hospitals 
in  various  parts  of  the  cou- 
ntry so  that  positive  grounds 
be  provided  for  modern 
method  of  medical  treatm- 
ent in  some  of  the  provin- 
ces which  lacked  better  he- 


alth facilities. 

Drafting  of  new  regulati- 
•o'as  such  as  regulations  on 
generic  medicine  provid- 
ed ground  for  better 
treatment  of  patients  at 
lower  cost.  Similarly  prelim- 
inary works  were  carried 
out  last  year  for  implem- 
entation Of  the  draft  to  br- 
ing about  massive  immuni- 
sation of  the  country  in  the 
year  1356.  Also  !new  regula- 
tions were  drafted  in  order 
to  bring  about  full  coordina- 
tion among  personnel  of  va- 
rious health  institutions.  The 
main  objective  of  these  pro- 
jects is  to  bring  down  the 
number  of  deaths  amomg 
children,  mothers,  workers, 
farmers  and  other  people 
in  the  country.  Following  is 
a  brief  description  of  the 
activities  of  the  Ministry 
during  the  above  period : 
Public  Health  Planning: 
The  Ministry  of  Public 
Health  during  the  year 
1355,  on  the  basis  of  the 
policy  of  the  Afghan  Health 
Program  gave  priority  to 
planning  activities  of  var- 
ious health  projects.  During 
this  year  on  the  basis  of 
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the  urgent  needs  of  the  Mi- 
nistry, the  Department  of 
Board  of  Planning  was  re- 
activated. The  main  task  of 
this  department  is  to  study 
various  aspects  of  a  health 
project  prior  to  its  establish- 
ment and  to  draft  general 
policies  for  these  projects. 
The  Department  also  eval- 
uated the  activities  of  var- 
ious departments  of  the  Mi- 
nistry. 

During  the  above  period, 
the  total  development  bud- 
get for  the  health  projects 
of  the  country  v^as  afs. 
336,551,544,  which  showed 
an  increase  of  56  per  cent 
in  comparison  with  the  pre- 
vious year. 

During  the  year  1355,  83 
health  centres,  15  hospitals 
and  seven  other  projects  we- 
re under  construction  of  wh- 
ich 29  health  centres,  6  hos- 
pitals and  four  big  constru- 
ction projects  such  as  nut- 
sing  school,  at  the  total  ca- 
pacity of  200  nurses,  Herat 
Blood  Bank  at  the  capacity 
of  preserving  100  bottles 
of  500  cc  blood  in  one  day 
and  central  work  shop  were 
completed  and  work  on  the 
remaining  projects  were  un- 
derway. 

During  the  above  period, 
the  Afghan  Health  Program 
was  fully  drafted  which  was 
approved  by  the  cabinet  and 
endorsed  by  the  President 
of  the  Republic. 

Similarly     the  Ministry 

surveyed  and  studied  a 
number  of  projects  which 


will  be  established  in  the 
future.  For  this  purpose  the 
Ministry  sought  financial  re- 
sources from  within  the 
country  ar  well  as  assistance 
of  friendly  countries  and 
international  agencies.  Th- 
ese projects  are: 

Health  insurance  project 
for  the  government  emplo- 
yees, construction  project 
for  the  centre  of  the  Public 
Health  Institute,  200  bed 
hospital  m  northern  Afg- 
hanistan, central  policlinic 
project,  malaria  eradication 
project  in  northern  Afgha- 
nistan, central  blood  bank 
project,  150  bed  hospital 
Of  Badakhshati,  malaria  era 
dication  project,  and  tuber- 
culosis project  which  will 
be  financed  through  assist- 
ance of  the  Japanese  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  Ministry  of  Public 
Health  on  the  basis  of  the 
drafted  Afghan  Health  Pr- 
ogram carried  out  its  acti- 
vities during  the  above  pe- 
riod mainly  on  the  follow- 
ing points: 

Massive  immunisation;  co- 
ntrolling Of  tuberculosis;  co- 
ntrolling of  malaria  and 
leishmania;  environmental 
health  program;  basic  he- 
alth services;  hospitals;  te- 
chnical services;  improve- 
ment of  health  conditions 
of  the  people;  production 
and  preparation  of  medicine 
biological  items  and  deve- 
lopment of  administrative 
and  planning  affairs. 
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Curative  Medicine: 
The  Ministry  has  under- 
taken not  only  to  expand 
curative    health  services 
but  also  to  improve  its  qua- 
lity all  over  the  country.  In 
order  to  both  treat  patient 
and  train  various  categor- 
ies of  staff  a  number  of  in- 
stitutions in  the  capital  and 
provincial  centres  have  been 
modified  to  treat  patients 
as  well  as  technical  perso- 
nnel. 

150  nurse  and  mid-wives 
were  graduated  from  the 
mid-wifery  and  nurse  sch- 
ool of  the  maternity  hospi- 
tal who  began  work.  In  or- 
der to  improve  the  knowled- 
ge of  laboratory  personnel 
a  special  course  was  held 
on  laboratory.  Participants 
of  this  course  after  comple- 
ting the  course  were  sent 
to  various  provinces  to  work 
in  a  number  of  laboratories. 
A  6  months  course  was  open- 
ed for  dentists.  The  in-ser- 
vice training  for  the  surge- 
ons and  physicians  which 
was  fixed  for  five  and  three 
years  respectively  was  com- 
pleted last  year. 

Foundation  stone  of  the 
expansion  project  of  the 
dental  clinic  was  laid  down 
during  the  month  of  Saur 
1355.  With  the  completion 
of  this  project  new  mach- 
ines will  be  put  into  opera- 
tion there. 

A  seminar  was  held  for 
the  heads  of  provincial  pu- 
blic health  institutes  and 
technical    personnel  in  or- 


der to  improve  health  ser- 
vices in  the  provinces  on  the 
basis  of  the  Afghan  Health 
Program.  Also  a  seminar 
was  held  on  nursing.  The 
foundation  stone  of  Mir- 
wais  Nika  Hospital  was  laid. 
This  hospital  which  will  be 
equipped  with  modern  me- 
dical instruments  after  con- 
struction will  be  used  as 
a  regional  centre  for  train- 
ing and  diagnosis.  Kanda- 
har mid-wife  and  nurse 
school  was  opened.  The 
new  ten  bed  hospital  in  Sh- 
indand  began  operation. 
Jamhouriat  Hospital  with 
250  beds  and  modern  equi- 
pment was  opened. 

Mohammad  Jan  Khan  Ho- 
spital was  opened  in  Maidan 
of  Wardak  province;  a  ten 
bed  hospital  was  opened  in 
Ghorian  woleswali  of  Herat; 
the  foundation  stone  of  a 
200  bed  hospital  was  laid  in 
Herat  province.  This  hospit- 
al in  addition  to  its  curative 
health  services  will  be  used 
as  a  regional  training  cen- 
tre. A  new  training  centre 
for  nurses  was  opened  in 
Akbar  Khan  Maina  of  Ka- 
bul. A  dormitory  with  the 
capacity  of  200  students  is 
attached  to  this  centre.  A 
30-bed  hospital  was  opened 
in  Chamkani  district  of  Pa- 
kthia  province. 

During  the  above  period 
a  number  of  personnel  of 
the  Ministry  of  Public  He- 
alth were  given  scholarship 
to  study  abroad.  Public  He- 
alth Minister  in    order  to 
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inspect  various  health  insti- 
tutions of  the  country  visi- 
ted Maidan,  Wardak,  Gha- 
zni,  Zabul,  Kandahar,  He- 
rat, Helmand,  Badghis,  Far- 
iab,  Jauzjan,  Sama'ngan,  Ba- 
ghlan,  Pule  Khumri,  Kun- 
duz,  Parwan,  Pakthia,  Nan- 
garhar  and  Loi  Woleswalis 
of  the  country. 

Preventive  Medicine: 
It  has  been  noted  that  the 
establishment  of  basic  health 
centres  and  temporary  cen- 
tres at  the  smallest  district 
government  level  is  a  sure 
means  of  implementing  bo- 
th curative    and  preventive 
health  measures  economi- 
cally and  effectively.  This 
matter  has  been  confirmed 
by  WHO.  The  S^ven  Year 
Development    Plan  of  the 
Ministry  of  PubUc  Health 
has  envisaged  equipping  all 
basic  health  centres  throu- 
ghout the  country.  Prefer- 
ence has  been  given  to  tho- 
se district   government  cen- 
tres which  are  more  thick- 
ly populated  and  are  in  th- 
emselves situated  at  longer 
distances  from  towns  and 
cities  with    hospitals  and 
health  institutions. 

The  Ministry  of  Public 
Health  in  realisation  of  the 
importance  of  potable  wa- 
tei  towards  preservation  of 
the  health  of  the  dear  com- 
patriots has  tried  its  level 
best  to  provide  potable  wa- 
ter to  the  rural  people  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  conc- 
erned institutions  and  inha- 
bitants. 


Kabul  province: 

In  this  province  the  water 
network  of  Alu  Khail  which 
consists  of  deep  well  with 
diesel  water  pump  and  a 
small  water  reservoir  with 
1500  pipes  was  opened  last 
year  and  put  into  operation. 

With  the  completion  of 
this  potabie  water  network 
nearly  3000  persons  were 
benefitted.  Similarly  the 
construction  work  of  the 
Af  sh ar-D  ar  ul am  an  potable 
water  network  which  con- 
sists  of  a  well,  installation 
of  an  electric  water  pump, 
construction  of  a  water  re- 
servoir with  extension  of 
3000  metres  pipelines  has 
provided  potable  water  net- 
work which  was  completed 
in  1353  was  readied  for  uti- 
lisation. Also  80  per  cent 
work  of  its  water  reservoir 
was  completed  last  year. 

Nangarhar  province: 

Completion  of  the  pota- 
ble water  network  of  Asaad 
Abad,  centre  of  Konarha  wh- 
ich consisted  of  covering  a 
spring,  installation  work  of 
a  diesel  water  pump  and  ex- 
tension of  pipelines.  With 
the  completion  of   this  net- 
work more  than  2000  people 
were  provided  with  potable 
water.  Also  engineering  sur- 
vey and  technical    study  of 
potable  water  projects  of 
Shiwa  and  Shamshboor  dis- 
tricts were  undertaken  by 
the  concerned  departments. 
With  the  completion  of  these 
projects  potable  water  will 
be  provided  for  nearly  10,- 
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000  persons. 

Pakthia  proviiace: 

With  the  completion  of 
potable  water  network  of 
Chamkani  district  which 
consisted  of  a  deep  well, 
construction  of  a  water  re- 
servoir and  extension  of  ne- 
arly 1500  metres  pipeline, 
4000  persons  were  benefitt- 
ed with  potable  water.  Be- 
sides the  hospital  of  the  dis- 
trict receives  potable  water 
from  this  network. 

The  potable  water  net- 
work of  Sayed  Karam  dist- 
rict was  completed  during 
the  middle  of  last  year  and 
began  utiUsation.  With  the 
completion  of  this  project 
more  than  1000  persons  get 
potable  water.  With  the  ins- 
tallation of  a  water  pump 
at  Khost  hospital,  hospital 
sectio'ns  and  inhabitants  of 
the  surrounding  areas  are 
provided  potable  water. 

Logar  Province: 

The  topographical  surv- 
ey of  the  potable  water  net- 
work of  Baraki  Barak  dist- 
rict of  the  province  was  co- 
mpleted and  a  deep  well  was 
dug  for  the  network.  So  far 
five  hand  used  water  pumps 
have  been  installed  in  the 
province  which  provide  po- 
table water  for  nearly  5000 
persons. 

Ghazni  Province: 

Tn  this  province  in  additi- 
on to  installation  of  a  num- 
ber of  hand  used  water  pu- 
mps and  preparing  of  pot- 
able water  for  the  people  of 
this  region,  the  engineering 


survey  of  Qarabagh  potable 
water  network  was  compl- 
eted last  year  and  a  deep 
well  has  been  dug  in  the 
project.  With  the  completi- 
on of  this  project  2000  per- 
sons will  get  potable  water. 

Kandahar  Province: 
So  far  nearly  50  hand 
used  water  pumps  have  been 
installed  in  Kandahar  and 
its  districts  on  the  basis  of 
the  projected  plans  which 
have  provided  potable  water 
for  20000  people.  Similarly 
the  construction  work  of 
the  Spin  Boldak  potable 
water  network  was  under- 
way last  year.  With  its  com- 
pletion nearly  2000  people 
will  get  potable  water. 

Helma'nd  Province: 
The  topographical  survey 
and  engineering  study  of 
potable  water  projects  of 
Nauzad  and  Mousa  Qala  dis- 
tricts of  Helmand  Province 
was  completed  last  year. 
With  the  completion  of  this 
project  potable  water  will 
be  distributed  to  4000  peo- 
ple. 

Uruzgan  Province: 

Topographical  survey  and 
technical  and  engineering 
study  of  Khas  Uruzgan  dis- 
trict was  completed  last  ye- 
ar with  the  digging  of  its 
deep  well. 

Herat  Province: 

The  Gulran  potable  water 
project  was  completed  in 
two  phases  which  provides 
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potable  water  for  more  th- 
an three  thousand  persons. 
Also  the  construction  work 
of  the  Pashtun  Zarghoon 
potable  water  project  was 
completed  during  the  mid- 
dle of  last  year  and  put  to 
use.  This  project  consisted 
of  a  deep  well,  installation 
of  a  diesel  water  pump,  con- 
struction of  its  water  reser- 
voir at  the  capacity  of  stor- 
ing 15  cubic  metres  water. 
With  the  completion  of  this 
project  2000  persons  were 
benefitted.  In  addition  to 
this,  15  hand  used  water  pu- 
of  Badakhshan,  malaria  era- 
mps  have  been  installed  in 
Herat  city  and  its  districts 
which  provide  potable  water 
for  15,000  persons. 

Nimroz  Province: 

In  this  province  the  pot- 
able water  project  of  Lokhi 
district  which  consisted  of 
a  deep  well,  water  reservoir 
and  extension  of  pipeline 
was  completed  during  the 
middle  of  last  year,  which 
provides  potable  water 
for  2000  people  in  the 
district.  Similarly  during 
the  above  period,  40  hand 
used  water  pumps  were  ins- 
talled in  various  district 
and  sub-districts  of  the  pro- 
vince which  lacked  potable 
water  facilities.  With  the 
completion  of  this  project 
nearly  15,000  people  of  the 
concerned  areas  in  the  pro- 
vince, got  potable  water. 

Balkh  Province: 

In  this    province  the  con- 


struction work  of  potable 
water  projects  of  Alqji  and 
Sholgara  sub-districts  were 
completed  last  year  which 
provided  potable  water  for 
5000  people  in  these  areas. 
These  networks  consisted  of 
deep  wells,  installation  of 
diesel  water    pumps,  const- 
ruction of  water  reservoir. 
Also  ten  hand  used  water 
pumps  were  installed  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  province 
last  year    which  provided 
potable  water  for  more  than 
seven  thousand  people. 

Badakhshan  Province: 
During  last  year  the  pot- 
able water  project  of  Chay- 
abak  sub-district  of  Badakh- 
shan province  was  comple- 
ted which  provided  potable 
water  for  1,000  people  of 
the  area.  During  thig  period 
the  potable  water  project 
of  Faizabad,  centre  of  the 
province  was  under  study. 
After  completion  of  its  en- 
gineering and  technical  sur- 
vey the  construction  work 
of  the  project  will  begin 
next  y^  ar. 

In  addition  to  the  above 
works  on  potable  water  pro- 
jects, 1000  hand  used  water 
pumps  were  installed  in  va- 
rious provinces  during  the 
year  1355.  With  the  instal- 
lation of  these  water  pumps 
50,000  people  have  been 
getting  potable  water  in 
their  respective  regions.  The 
concerned  department  in 
the  Ministry  of  Public  He- 
alth is  assigned  to  see  that 
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these  hand  used  water  pu- 
mps futiction  properly.  In 
case  some  of  them  go  out  of 
order  due  to  over  consump- 
tion or  other  reasons,  they 
are  repaired  by  the  techni- 
cal personnel  of  the  depart- 
ment. For  instance  during 
last  year  nearly  100  hand 
used  water  pumps  were  re- 
paired in  various  parts  of 
the  country. 

Malaria : 

During  the  year  1355,  the 
geographical  mapping  of 
malaria  prone  areas  was  co- 
mpleted. Also  during  the 
above  period  simple  maps 
of  1761  villages  were  re- 
newed. 

From  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1355  until  the  mon- 
th of  Aqrab,  1763035  slides 
of  blood  tests  were  collect- 
ed from  the  patients  of  wh- 
ich 115872  positive  cases 
of  malaria  were  confirmed. 
All  these  malaria  cases  were 
immediately  brought  under 
treatment.  Over  and  above 
this,  large  regions  were  sp- 
rayed with  anti-larvae  me- 
dications and  ^ood  use  was 
made  of  Gambosia  fish  has 
resulted  in  prevention  of 
the  spread  of  the  diseases. 
Last  year  nearly  525630 
persons  were  protected  ag- 
ainst malaria.  1062371  per- 
sons were  protected  against 
the  diseae  in  the  treatment 
of  oil  emulsion.  Similarly 
during  the  above  per- 
iod 29782070  Gambosia 
fish  were  distributed  to  ag- 


ricultural farms. 

In  order  to  bring  about 
laboratory  facilities,  during 
the  year  1355,  the  number 
of  major  laboratories  rose 
from  34  to  37  whilst  the  nu- 
mber of  minor  labortories 
rose  from  67  to  135  and 
the  number  of  microscopes 
rose  rom  217  to  240. 

During  the  above  period 
this  Department  was  exp- 
anded. A  numpber  of  exten- 
sion courses  were  held  for 
the  concerned  personnel  in 
Kabul  and  Jalalabad.  Simi- 
larly 20  personnel  of  the  De~ 
artment  were  sent  to  Tehran 
for  training.  They  stayed  in 
Tehran  for  three  months.  In 
Helm  and  nriit,  research  wo- 
rks were  carried  out  on  ma- 
laria with  the  help  of  UNT- 
CEF  experts.  A  new  unit 
was  set  up  in  Delaram.  Fa- 
rah  and  Nimroz  units  began 
functioning  separately. 

In  order  to  provide  train- 
ing facilities  for  the  con- 
cerned personnel,  nine  cour- 
ses were  held  on  malarioio- 
gy  for  the  personnel  of  the 
Department. 

In  addition  to  the  above 
works  a  number  of  films 
were  prepared  on  malaria 
and  a  number  of  posters  we- 
re published  for  the  public 
information.  Likewise  for- 
eign publications  were  dis- 
tributed to  the  people. 

Curbing  of  contagious  dis- 
eases: 

Gastro-entritis  survelan- 

ce: 
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rn  order  to  curb  this  dis- 
ease, it  was  decided  to  col- 
lect reports  from  all  parts 
of  the  country.  Adequate 
quantity  of  medicines  were 
sent  to  various  provinces 
and  samples  were  collected 
which  were  examined  in 
the  laboratories  and  the  re- 
sults were  submitted  to  the 
Ministry    through  fastest 
means  of  communications. 
The    concerned  personnel 
were    provided  information 
and  guidance  on  the  basis  of 
modern  method  and  emerg- 
ency teams  were  formed  to 
see  that  the  disease  is  not 
further  spread  and  the  pat- 
ients were    given  necessary 
treatment.  In  Kabul  22,000 
wells  were     sprayed  with 
chlorine. 

Trachoma : 

22  new  sanitariatis  were 
trained  and  120,943  pati- 
ents were  examine^  in  He- 
rat, Badghis,  Farah,  Par- 
wan,  Kabul  and  Laghman 
provinces,  in  32  health  cen- 
tres, and  29,000  patients 
who  were  suffering  from  th- 
is disease  were  given  pro- 
per treatment. 

Diphteria : 

Similarly  during  the  ab- 
ove period  the  Ministry  cam- 
paigned against  diseases 
such  as  diphtheria,  whoop- 
ing cough,  etc.  and  distrib- 
uted DPT  vaccination  th- 
roughout the  country. 

Tuberculosis : 


During  the  year  1355,  the 
institute  of  the  Kabul  re- 
gion was  expanded  and  Nan- 
garhar  and  Kandahar  reg- 
ions were    reactivated.  In 
order  to  undertake  scienti- 
fic campaign    against  this 
contagious  diseases  cartonic 
system  was  practiced  in  the 
country.    The  Department 
of  Campaign  Against  Tub- 
erculosis received  coopera- 
tion   from    UNICEF  and 
the  Veterinary  Department 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  the  Veterinary 
College     of     Kabul  Uni- 
versity. In  international  le- 
vel, the  Afghan  Institute  of 
Tuberculosis  joined  as  mem- 
ber of  international  institu- 
te Of  tuberculosis  and  two 
new  x-ray    machines  were 
installed  in  Jalalabad  and 
Mazari  Sharif.  More  quanti- 
ty of  BCG    vaccines  were 
distributed    throughout  the 
country  to  protect  people 
especially  children  against 
this  dangerous  disease.  For 
instance  during  the  first  ni- 
ne months  of  the  year  1,660,- 
826  persons  w^ere  given  BCG 
vaccination,  and   more  than 
40  thousand  persons  recei- 
ved medical  treatment.  Si- 
milarly more  than  31300 
persons  were    given  labora- 
tory examinations. 

Basic  health  centres: 
The  Ministry  last  year 
succeeded  in  developme- 
nt  of   reporting  system 
in  all  its   health  centres. 
During   the  beginmng 
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of  the  year  1355,  an  ext- 
ension course  was  held 
for  four  mobile  training 
and  inspection  of  health 
services  consisting  of  do- 
ctors,   nurses,    mid — wives, 

health  workers,  medical 
recorders  and  laboratory 
technicians.The  course  wh- 
ich continued  for  six 
months  was  attended  by 
these  personnel  from  28 
basic  health  centres.  The 
inspection  team  of  the 
Ministry  during  this  pe- 
riod inspected  the  activi- 
ties of  104  such  health  ce- 
ntres and  studied  their 
performanes. 

Nearly  500  books  and 
other  kinds  of  booklets 
were  published  by  the 
Ministry  and  distributed 
in  a  number  of  health  ce- 
ntres of  the  countrv. 

PRINTING  OF  MAPS: 
In  order  to  bring  about 
scientific  improvement  in 
various  health  centres  in 
the  country,  maps  were 
prepared  and  put  at  the 
disposal  of  basic  health 
centres  and  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Health. 

During  the  above  peri- 
od, basic  health  centres 
were  opened  in  Islam  Qa- 
la,  Herat,  Zinda  Jan  dis- 
trict, Pashtoon  Zarghoon, 
Injil,  and  Guzra  districts 
of  Herat  province,  Waza 
Khwa  district  of  Ghazni 
province  and  Arghandab 
and  Zabul  provinces. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF 
FOOD  STUFF: 

During  the  obove  peri- 
od, the  Ministry  in  order 
to  help  mothers  and  their 
children  improve  their 
physical  capacities,  cont- 
inued distribution  of  milk, 
wheat  and  vegetable  oil 
to  them  through  concern- 
ed clinics  throughout  the 
country. 

PATHALOGICAL  INSTI- 
TUTE: 

In  orer  to  enable  the 
young  physicians  to  acq- 
uaint themselves  with  new 
medical  equipment,  the 
Ministry  opened  a  two 
year  course  for  them  at 
the  Institute  of  pathalogy. 

In  order  to  curb  he- 
lictrotium  disease  wh- 
ich was  spread  in  Gu- 
Iran  district  of  Herat,  a 
number  of  pathalogists  ac- 
cumpanied  by  foreign  ex- 
perts undertook  several 
visits  to  this  region.  As  a 
result  of  these  research 
works  done  there,  the 
main  cause  of  the  disease 
was  discovered.  The  full 
text  of  the  research  v/ork 
has  been  published  in  a 
booklet  by  this  Departm- 
ent, and  sent  to  several 
countries  for  the  informa- 
tion of  their  medical  insti- 
tutions. 

LIAISON  DEPARTMENT: 
The  Department  durmg 
the  year  1355,  contacted 
various  international  hea- 
lth   institutions  to  assist 
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Afghanistan  in  implemen- 
tation of  its  health  prog- 
rammes invisaged  in  the 
seven  year  development 
plan  of  the  Ministry.  In 
this  connection  the  Minis- 
try sent  application  to 
the  United  Nations  Mon- 
etary Fund  to  assist  Af- 
ghanistan in  population  ac- 
tivities. Likewise  the  Mi- 
nistry applied  for  mem- 
bership of  the  internatio- 
nal agency  against  tube- 
rculosis and  agreed  to  pay 
500  franc  every  year  as 
membership  fee. 

The  Ministry  negotiated 
with  UNICEF  sources  for 
the  attraction  of  its  aid 
in  construction  of  a  hos- 
pital in  Badakhshan  for 
addicts. 

A  proposal  was  also  ma- 
de to  UNICEF  for  2,800,0- 
00  dollar  to  finance  cura- 
tive and  preventive  medi- 
cine projects  of  the  coun- 
try. The  Ministry  also  so- 
ught international  aid  for 
the  implementation  of  ma- 
laria eradication  project. 

Similarly  contact  was 
made  with  the  governme- 
nt of  Japan  for  the  cor 
truction  of  a  new  institu- 
te of  tuberculosis  in  Ka- 
bul and  its  units  in  the 
provinces. 

Contact  was  made  with 
UNICEF  sources  for  the 
construction  of  a  five  hu- 
ndred bed  hospital  in 
Kabul.  The  Ministry  held 
talks  with  WHO  sources 
for  the  convening  of  a 
national  workshop  in  Ba- 


harak  region  of  Badakh- 
shan. Participation  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  Minis- 
try in  WHO  Assembly  and 
meeting  of  the  regional 
committee  for  attraction 
of  more  aid. 

The  Ministry  made  con- 
tact with  the  concerned 
Soviet  sources  for  more 
aids.  During  the  above 
period  an  agreement  was 
signed  between  the  Mini- 
stry of  Public  Health  and 
children  aid  fund  for  te- 
chnical cooperation  and 
financial  development 
the  Shiwaki  project. 

UNICEF  agreed  to  pro- 
vide Afghanistan  12  scho- 
larships and  finance  seven 
seminars  to  be  held  duri- 
ng 1977-79.  UNICEF  al- 
so agreed  to  provide  fin- 
ancial assistance  for  eigth 
representatives  of  the 
Ministry  who  will  parti- 
cipate in  various  interna- 
tional seminars  and  confe- 
rences during  the  abov 
period. 

Family  GuMaiice  Socie- 
ty: ... 

The  mam   function  of  the 

Society  is  to  prevent  un- 
wanted births  and  crea- 
te longer  time— span  bet- 
ween births  in  the  same 
family  thereby  furnish- 
ing the  ground  for  the 
proper  up  bringing  of  the 
child  and  prevent  family 
economy  to  get  disrupt- 
ed. 

The  Society  distributes 
means      of  prevention 
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Of  pregnancy,  gives  gu- 
idance through  di- 
rect advice  and  indirect 
publicity  in  the  matter 
and  trains  personnel  in 
the  matter  of  family  guid- 
ance and  the  collection  of 
statistics. 

During  the  year  1355.  in 
addition  to  the  existing  cl- 
inics, ten  new  clinics 
were  opened  and  began 
functioni'ng,  in  Paghman,, 

Maidan,  Baghlan,  Uruzg- 
an,  Badghis,  Jauzjan,  Sam- 
angan,  Takhar,  Bamian 
and  Chighcharan. 

During  the  above  peri- 
od, a  training  team  was 
sent  to  various  provinci- 
al clinics  in  order  to  have 
close  contacts  with  provi- 
ncial personnel  and  solve 
their  problems.  This  pro- 
gram continued  until  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  nu- 
mber of  clinics  through- 
out the  country  reached 
37.  last  year. 

The  affiliation  program 
of  the  Family  Guidance 
Society    and  the  National 
Agency    for  Campaign 
Against      Illiteracy  v/as 
implemented     last  year. 
According  to  this  progra- 
me  guides  of  the  Society 
are    assigned  to  provide 
teaching  facilities  for  wo- 
men during  their  visit  pro- 
gramme. For  the  success 
of   this   project  two  new 
clinics  were  opened  in  Ka- 
bul  and  three  in  the  prc^ 
vinces,  of  Nangarhar,  Ka- 
ndahar and  Mirbachakot 
district.  The    Society  con- 


tinued publication  of  its 
monthly  journal  and  re- 
gular screening  of  docufn- 
entry  films  and  slides.  Wi- 
th the  cooperation  of  Afgh- 
an Film  a  documentary 
film  entitled  Kodakani  ki 
far  da  ra  misazand  "child- 
ren of  today  are  generat- 
ion of  tomorrow",  was  pr- 
epared. 

During  this  period  86387 
new  women  received  me- 
mbership cards  as  a  result 
of  regular  visits  made  by 
the  guides. 

Similarly  under  the  pu- 
blicity program  1870  wo- 
men were  visited  in  var- 
ious hospitals.  During 
the  above  period  a  total 
number  of  23991  women 
received  membership  ca- 
rds, who  paid  regular  visi- 
ts to  the  concerned  clinics 
of  the  society. 

TraJnlng; 

In  order  to  improve  ed- 
ucational standards  of  the 
personnel  of  the  Society, 
the  following  courses  we- 
re held    by  the  society: 

A  special  teaching  cou- 
rse for  35  provincial  gui- 
des, a  seminar  on  family 
planning  for  heads  of  pr- 
ovincial health  institutio- 
ns; seminar  for  the  heads 
of  basic  health  centres;  re- 
fresher course  for  13  mid- 
wives;  two  referesher  cou- 
rses for  guides;  referesher 
courses  for  22  doctors  wor- 
king in  the  Society,  a  semi- 
nar on  assessment  and  ev- 
aluation for      the  estab- 
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lishment  of  literacy  cou- 
rses in  centre  and  provin- 
ces by  the  Soceity. 

Liaison  office  of  the  So- 

ciety  •      •  •  •     •  •  • 

The  three  months  and 
six  months  activity  repor- 
ts of  the  Society  which 
are  being  prepared  in  En- 
glish language  were  acce- 
pted as  satisfatory  repo- 
rts by  the  Tunisian  Reg- 
ion and  the  central  office 
of  the  Society  in  London. 
On  the  basis  of  this  deci- 
sion of  the  head  office, 
the  Family  Guidance  Soci- 
ety was  granted  the  seco- 
nd part  of  international 
aid. 

Representatives  ^f  the 
Society  participated  at 
international  seminars  he- 
ld in  Tunisia,  Cairo,  V.P. 
P.F.  London  and  the  Unit-^ 
ed  States. 

During  the  above  per- 
iod, international  worksh- 
ops entitled"  internatio- 
nal seminar  on  family  he- 
alth" and  "international 
workshop  on  functional 
literacy"  were  held  in  Ku- 
nduz  and  Puli  Khumri  re- 
spectively. 

In  appreciation  of  the 
activities  of  the  Society,  in 
Afghanistan,  the  U.S.  Go- 
vernment presented  a  me- 
dal to  the  Society  which 
was  prepared  on  the  occ- 
asion  of  the  IJ.S.  bi -cen- 
tennial. 

. .  Health  inswirance  for 
government  servants: 


At  present  the  insurance 
is  functioning  in  Kabul 
only  with  the  capital  of 
afs.  9163121,  00.  Last  year 
the  Ministry  studied  the 
possibility  of  opening  its 
branches  in  the  provinces. 
Last  year  its  physiotrapi- 
cal  section  was  reactiv- 
ated, and  3300  patients 
were  examined  in  this  se 
ction.  Similarly  during  la- 
st four  months  of  the  ye- 
ar .1355,  1432  patients  got 
radiographical  tests  rn 
its   X—ray  section. 

During  the  last  five  mo- 
nths of  the  year  nearly 
80000  Government  servants 
received  medical  check  up 
in  various  sections  of  the 
health  insurance,  who  we- 
re given  more  than  one 
million  tablets  and  53000 

ampules. 

Balkhi   Inbi  Sina  Darm- 

alzai. 

During  the  above  peri- 
od, worth  of  afs.  two  mil- 
lion    generic  medicines 
was    purchased    by  this 
section.  Also  equivalent 
of  afs  one  million  chemi 
cal   items  and  other  med- 
ical   equipment  was  purch- 
ased last  year. 

During  the  year  1355, 
12,000  leters  of  alcohol,  ne- 
arly 20  millions  tablets 
900  leters  syrup.  1000  leters 
solution,  one  million  gra- 
ms powder  and  3000  letr- 
es  destil  water  were  produc- 
ed by  various  laboratory  se- 
ctions. 

...Generic  Department: 

Through  this  Departm- 
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ent  a  number  of  whole 
sellers  obtained  permiss- 
ion to  import  generic  me- 
dicines from  various  inte- 
rnational companies  which 
produce  the  medicines. 

...Public  Health  Institute- 
The  Public  Health  Insti- 
tute i3  the  only  research 
and  training  Institute 
which   helps   solving  a 


number  of  health  probl- 
ems of  the  country.  This 
institute  which  consists  of 
a  number  of  departments 
is  equipped  with  modern 
instruments.  This  Itistit- 
ute  last  year  within  its 
financial  capacity  perfor- 
med a  number  of  resear- 
ch works  in  order  to  so 
Ive  various  health  pro- 
blems. 
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President  of  the  Republic  Mohammad  Daoud  talking  with  Director  General 
of  WHO  Dr.  Mahler  at  the  Presidential    Palace    on  Dec.  17,  1977.  Dr.  Mahler 
visited  Afghanistan  on    the  invitation  of  Public  Health  Minister    Prof.  Dr.  Abdu- 
llah Omar. 


President  of  Liaison  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Public  Health  and  Eco- 
nomic Counsellor  of  the  Soviet  Embassy  in  Kabul  signing  the  agreement  on  Sov- 
iet loan  to  Afghanistan  for  the  construction  of  a  hospital  and  poli-clmic  in  Kabul 
on  April  1,  1977. 


ent  a  number  of  whole 
sellers  obtained  permiss- 
ion to  import  generic  me- 
dicines from  various  inte- 
rnational companies  which 
produce  the  medicines. 

...Public  Health  Institute- 
The  Public  Health  Insti- 
tute is  the  only  research 
and  training  Institute 
which   helps   solving  a 


number  of  health  probl- 
ems of  the  country.  This 
institute  which  consists  of 
a  number  of  departments 
is  equipped  with  modern 
instruments.  This  Instit- 
ute last  year  within  its 
financial  capacity  perfor- 
med a  number  of  resear- 
ch works  in  order  to  so 
Ive  various  health  pro- 
blems. 
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Ministry  of  Interior 


As  part  of  the  executive 
organ  of  the  Republican  Sta- 
le the  Ministry  of  Interior 
is  entrusted  with  major  and 
wide  ranging  responsibilit- 
ies. 

The  Ministry's  fundamen- 
tal and  principal  duty  is 
maintaining  of  public  secu- 
rity and  order,  a  security 
that  the  public  can  count 
upon.  The  human  being  is 
a  social  being,  an^  to  thrive 
and  prosper  in  the  society, 
human  beings  more  than 
a'ny thing  else,  social  inter- 
action and  social  life  sho- 
uld be  characterised  by  or- 
der and  security.  The  ob- 
jective behind  formation  of 
political  associations  is  also 
this  very  consideration,  and 
political,  social,  an^  econo- 
mic freedoms  may  be  en- 
joyed, and  human  integrity 
may  be  observed  only  where 
public  order  and  security  is 
maintained  effectively.  It  is 
in  such  societies  that  the 
ground  is  prepared  for  gro- 
wth and  nurturing  political 
and  social  thought,  and  en- 
suring of  individual  and  so- 
cietal prosperity.  The  Mi- 
nistry Of  Interior  cognisant 
of  this  reality  and  this  sen- 
sitive obligation,  apart  from 
fulfilling  other  duties,  al- 
ong with  other  ministries, 
has  devoted  close  attention 


towards  realising  this  nati- 
onal and  social  objective. 
The  Ministry  also  made  sp- 
ecial efforts  to  create  an 
effective  and  healthy  admi- 
nistration, which  would  be 
capable  of  responding  to 
our  present  day  needs,  in 
accordance  with  the  values 
of  the  national  and  prog- 
ressive order  of  republica- 
nism. 

These  efforts  made  in  ad- 
herence to  the  directives  of 
the  wise  leader  of  the  re- 
volution and  th  President  of 
the  Republic,  Mohammad 
Daoud  our  national  leader 
in  his  famous  address  to  the 
nation  said  that  the  repub- 
hcan  state  will  reform  the 
administrative  machinery 
from  the  viewpoints  of  per- 
sonnel, working  procedures, 
and  simplicity  and  speed  in 
functioning,  and  will  reorg- 
anise and  complement  it. 

In  this  context  during 
the  year  1355  a  number  of 
highly  beneficial  seminars 
bringing  together  for  disc- 
ussing pertinent  issues,  gov- 
ernors, provincial  and  dis- 
trict security  commanders, 
district  commissioners,  ma- 
yors, administrative  direc- 
tors of  various  provinces, 
and  directors  of  statistics  de- 
partments in  various  prov- 
inces. 
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In  the  course  of  these  se- 
minars faced  by  officials  and 
government  departments  in 
various  areas,  mostly  aris- 
ing from  holding  on  to  time 
old  administrative  methods 
avid  processf^s,  were  discuss- 
ed among  participants  of  the 
seminars  themselves,  and 
among  the  participants  and 
high  ranking  officials  of  the 
Ministry  of  Interior.  Cond- 
ucti'ng  of  these  seminars  no 
doubt  have  had  highly  cons- 
tructive and  beneficial  res- 
ults, and  created  numerous 
guidelines  on  how  to  impro- 
ve the  functioning  of  vari- 
ous organs  of  the  Ministry 
of  Interior. 

During  the  past  year  the 
Ministry  of  Interior  and  ^^^^ 
its  personnel  made  single- 
minded  and  deligent  efforts 
in  pursuit  of  objectives  of 
the  Republican  state.  But 
they  do  'not  consider  what 
they  have  done  or  what  they 
have  achieved  so  far  as  ade- 
quate or  a  matter  for  pride. 
They  feel  proud,  however, 
of  their  dedication  to  the 
sacred  objectives  of  the  re- 
volution, and  their  commit- 
ment to  ceaselessly  work  in 
a  persistent  and  sustained 
manner  in  the  years  to  co- 
me u'ntil  the  objectives  of 
the  revolution  are  achieved, 
and  their  resolve  to  make 
all  th<^  essential  sacrifices 
for  the  realisation  of  the  wi- 
shes Of  the  state  for  effecti- 
ve administrative  reforms. 

In  the  pages  that  follow 
the  activities  of  various  br- 


anches of  the  Ministry  du- 
ring 135v5  are  briefly  review- 
ed : 

The  Research  ar-^  Plann- 
ing Department; 

The  Research  anc  Plann- 
ing Department  is  entrust- 
ed with  the  responsibility 
of  scrutinisation  and  assess- 
ment of  the  activities  of 
the  Ministry  of  Interior, 
and  to  formulate  new  gui- 
delines for  improvements. 
The  department  in  13v55 
was  mainly  occupied  with 
the  following  undertakings: 
The  Ministry  of  Interior 
in  its  singleminded  approa- 
ch to  serving  the  majority 
of  the  people  considers  ad- 
ministrative reforms,  and 
improvement  of  the  functi- 
oning of  its  branches  and 
personnel  of  greatest  impor- 
tance. Accordingly  the  rese- 
arch and  planning  departm- 
ent devoted  much  attention 
to  organisation  and  conven- 
ing of  seminar  during  the 
year. 

A  seminar  of  district  co- 
missioners  was  convened  on 
20th  Of  Kaus,  1355  at  the 
Police  Academy.  158  district 
commissioners  coming  from 
26  provinces  held  numerous 
meetings  for  five  days.  Su- 
bjects discussed  at  the  sem- 
inar included  effective  func- 
tioning of  the  district  com- 
missioneries.  and  the  stan- 
dards of  performance  of 
the  district  commissioners. 
An  aptitude  test  and  pro- 
ficiencv  examination  was 
also  taken  by  the  district  co- 
mmissioners,  who  answer- 
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ed  four  hundred  questions. 
Results  of  tests  are  kept  at 
the  research  and  plan'mng 
department.  At  the  seminar 
sessions  which  began  at  ei- 
ght in  the  morning  and  con- 
tinued u'ntil  2  a.m.  high 
ranking  officials  of  the  Mini- 
stry of  Interior  and  other 
concerned  organisations  also 
spoke  on  matters  of  inter- 
est a'nd  answered  queries  of 
the  district  commissioners. 
At  the  end  of  the  seminar 
the  district  commissioners 
pledged  their  preparedness 
to  accept  any  sacrifices  and 
to  render  ceasejess  service, 
with  a  sense  of  sacrifice  for 
the  realisation  of  the  objec- 
tives of  the  Republican  re- 
volution of  Sarata'n  26,  1352, 
and  to  make  every  effort  for 
the  progress  and  prosperity 
of  Afghanistan  under  the 
wise  and  enlightened  lead- 
ership of  the  founder  of 
the  Republic,  President  Mo- 
hammad Daoud. 

Concurrent  with  the  dis- 
trict commissioners'  semin- 
ar, a  seminar  attended  by 
governors,  provincial  secu- 
rity commanders,  administ- 
rative and  statistics  direct- 
ors of  various  provinces  al- 
so met  at  the  Ministry  of  In- 
terior. Comprehensive  dis- 
cussions were  held  at  this 
seminar  on  effective  and 
smooth  collaboration  betw- 
een various  organs  of  the 
administration  in  the  prov- 
i'nces,  and  between  the  pro- 
vincial administrations  and 


the  Ministry  of  Interior.  New 
guideUnes  were  evolved  m 
the  discussions,  and  the 
minutes  of  the  seminar  a'nd 
decisions  thereof,  were  put 
together  in  a  booklet,  and 

distributed  to  the  particip- 
ants. 

Later  in  the  year  a  semi- 
nar of  mayors  was  held  at 
the  Ministry  of  Interior,  at- 
tended by  85  mayors  from 
various  provinces.  The  semi- 
nar reviewed  municipal  ai- 
fairs  and  activities  of  muni- 
cipal corporations  in  all  pro- 
vinces, and  highly  pertin- 
ent and  far  reaching  decisi- 
ons and  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

It  was  resolved  that  iornis 
and  recording  procedures 
used  in  all  the  municipalit- 
ies should  be  standardised, 
and  that  all  municipal  cor- 
porations should  adopt  th- 
ose used  by  the  Kabul  Mu- 
nicipality. 

This  resolution  was  to  put 
to  action  immediately,  and 
the  forms  and  books  used  in 
various  branches  for  various 
purposes  by  the  Kabul  Mu- 
nicipality were  reproduced 
in  sufficient  numbers  and 
copies  and  distributed  to  all 
other  municipal  corporations 
around  the  nation.  Munici- 
palities in  terms  of  their 
revenues,  and  the  services 
expected  of  them  were  di- 
vided in  nine  categories,  so 
that  standardisation  of  acti- 
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vities  and  performance  can 
be  cichieved  more  conveni' 
ently.  It  was  also  resolved 
that  municipalities  prepare 
proper  action  plans,  a'nd  the 
World  Food  Programme  su 
pplies  should  be  sought  to 
initiate  food  for  work  sche- 
mes for  construction  of  brid- 
ges, culverts,  and  other  bu- 
ilding activities  essential  in 
various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  articles  of  the  muni- 
cipalities construction  arm. 
were  also  formulated  a'nd  ap- 
proved by  this  seminar.  Th- 
ese articles  were  later  app- 
roved by  the  cabinet  and  en- 
dorsed by  the  President  of 
r.he  Republic,  and  the  enter- 
prise has  started  its  opera- 
tion. Starting  with  a  capital 
of  one  hundred  million  af- 
ghanis,  a'nd  a  considerable 
number  of  working  tools 
including  light  and  heavy 
machinery  and  vehicles,  the 
enterprise  will  work  for  all 
municipalities  as  a  pool. 

The  department  also  fin- 
alised arrangemeTits  for  pur- 
chasing from  the  developm- 
ent budget  of  the  state  eig- 
hty pieces  of  machinery  and 
vehicles  for  the  municipalit- 
ies construction  enterprise. 
Other  activities  of  the  dep- 
artment during  the  year  in- 
cluded preparation  and  as- 
sessment of  the  1356  bud- 
gets of  municipalities,  pre- 
paration and  formulation 
of  job  descriptions  for  the 
municipalities,  and  cont- 
acts with  the  ministries  of 


the  Public  Works,    and  Wa- 
ter and  Power  on  preparati- 
on of  water  and  power  sys- 
tems for  various  municipal 
districts. 

The  department  also  coo 
perated  with  Kabul  munic- 
ipality in  price  stabilisation 
efforts,  with  the  Rural  De- 
velopment    Department  in 
evolving  integrated  and  co- 
ordinated rural  developme'nt 
schemes,  and  organised  En- 
glish language  courses  for 
the  officials  of  the  Ministry 
of  Interior.  These  courses 
were  taught  by  members  of 
the  department  of  research 
and  planning. 

Job  descriptions  were  al- 
so formulated  for  the  gov- 
ernors, directory  of  adminis- 
tration, directors  of  statisti- 
cs, and  other  provincial  of- 
ficials. Questionnaires  were 
also  prepared  for  obtaining 
effective  operational  rep- 
orts from  various  provincial 
branches  of  the  Ministry  of 
Interior,  and  publication  th- 
ereof in  the  Afghanistan 
Republic  annual. 

The  department  also  off- 
ered consultations  on  pro- 
motion, retirement  a'nd  pen- 
sion of  personnel,  when  as- 
ked for  its  opinion  by  var- 
ious sections  of  the  Ministry 
of  Interior.  The  site  for  the 
administrative  centre  of 
Bamia'n  province  was  chos- 
en with  the  cooperation  of 
the  representatives  of  the 
Ministry  of  Public  Works, 
Ministry     of  Information 
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and  Culture,  the  Town  and 
Housing  Construction  Dep- 
artment and  the  Afghan  To- 
urist Bureau,  and  the  Insti- 
tute of  Cartography. 

The  1356  budget  of  the 
civil  operations  of  the  Min 
istry  of  Interior  was  studied 
and  assessed,  a'nd  citizens 
applications  in  regard  to 
disconnecting  villages  and 
hamlets  from  one  administ- 
rative unit,  and  linking  th- 
em with  another  were  also 
studied,  and  taken  action 
upon  by  the  department. 

The  weekly  conferences 
which  are  designed  to  help 
increase  the  efficiency  and 
social  consciousness  of  the 
employees  a'nd  personnel  of 
the  Ministry  of  Interior,  and 
to  enhance  their  informati- 
on and  to  broaden  their  ho- 
rizons were  continued  to  be 
held  by  the  department  du- 
ring the  year.  In  these  con- 
ferences highly  constructive 
ideas  come  forth,  which  re- 
sult in  improvement  of  per- 
formance and  functions  of 
the  divisions  an^  sections  of 
the  Ministry  of  Interior,  and 
of  the  Ministry  as  a  whole. 

The  Department  of  Ad- 
ministration : 

The  Department  of  Admi- 
nistration of  the  Ministry 
of  Interior  has  an  important 
role  to  play  in  ensuring  sm- 
ooth operation  of  various 
organs  of  the  ministry  by 
supplying  the  materials,  ser- 
vices, equipment  and  perso- 


nnel they  need.  Its  activit- 
ies during  the  year  includ- 
ed : 

Recruitment,  appointm- 
ent and  transfer  of  a  numb- 
er of  personnel  in  view  of 
their  capabilities,  and  sen- 
iority, and  on  the  basis  of 
the  requirements  of  vario- 
us organs  of  the  Ministry  of 
Interior. 

Organising  the  career  re- 
cords Of  the  ministry's  per- 
sonnel and  placing  them  on 
cards  for  easy  and  quick 
reference. 

Organising  personnel  re- 
cords along  the  lines  of  ad- 
ministrative divisions,  of 
ministry  headquarters,  prov- 
inces, districts,  subdistricts 
etc.  and  adding  to  these 
municipal  corporations. 

Organising  of  career  re- 
cord briefs  for  easy  refer- 
ence of  the  ministry  autho- 
rities. 

The  functioning  and  ret- 
ired personnel  of  the  minis- 
try w^ere  distinguished  in 
the  department's  record 
keeping  system,  to  allow 
greater  speed  in  reference. 
Officials  were  also  categoris- 
ed in  terms  of  the  citations 
and  appraisals  and  reprem- 
ands  they  received  during 
their  tenure. 

To  save  in  expenses,  and 
to  add  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  ministry's  operations  it 
was  resolved  to  use  the  n;ii- 
nistry's  ow^i  reproduction 
and   memeographing  facili- 
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ties  for  preparation  of  forms 
and  books  needed  by  all  un- 
its of  the  ministry,  even 
at  the  level  of  subdistrict. 
This  was  achieved  success- 
fully, and  many  thousands 
of  afghanis  saved  i'n  the  pr- 
ocess. In  previous  years  su- 
ch needs  were  procured  fr- 
om the  market,  and  the  ser- 
vices of  various  printing  ho- 
uses were  required  for  the 
purpose. 

The  Department  of  Insp- 
ection : 

The  Inspection  Departm- 
ent normally  e'ngages  in  in- 
spections with  an  eye  on 
greater  efficiency,  speed, 
and  appropriateness  of  the 
functioning  of  the  various 
branches  and  offshoots  of 
the  Ministry  of  Interior.  But 
there  are  also  cases  that  it 
looks  into  complaints  and 
reports  regarding  ministry 
officials,  embezzlement  and 
graft,  and  other  abuze  of 
power  and  position.  The  de- 
partment's activities  dur- 
ing   the      year  included: 

in  Kabul  Maidan  and  Pa- 
rvvman  provinces  regulation 
inspection  work  was  carried 
out  in  the  course  of  the  ye- 
ar. 

Dossiers  related  to  the 
embezzlement  in  Parwan 
project,  involving  nearly 
two  million  afghanis,  were 
looked  into,  and  the  dues  of 
the  state  were  recouped  th- 
rough the  relcitive  legal  ch- 
annels. 

Petitions  of  a  number  of 
citizens  of    Zabul  province 
in  regard  to  illegal  mortg- 


aging of  their  land  against 
surety  to  the  agricultural 
development  bank  towards 
the  cost  of  twelve  water 
pumps  were  assessed,  and 
the  issue  was  resolved  re- 
cently. 

Petitions  of  a  number  of 
citizens  of  Balabulak  district 
of  Farah  province  were  also 
looked  into,  and  over  sev- 
enty thousand  jeribs  of 
land  belonging  to  the  state 
were  ascertained,  and  the 
relative  dossier  was  forwar- 
ded to  the  Ministry  of  Finan- 
ce for  finalisation. 

Cases  related  to  embezz- 
lement, deception,  forgery 
and  abuse  of  power  by  the 
personnel  of  the  Jalalabad 
Municipal  Corporation  were 
also  looked  into  ,and  sub- 
mitted to  the  office  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  due 
process  of  law. 

The  case  related  to  em- 
bezzlement of  wheat  from 
the  state  depots  of  Roye- 
Doab  district  of  Samangan 
province,  was  also  probed, 
and  went  through  legal  cha- 
nnels. 

The  stealth  of  a  historic 
relic  from  Kades  district  of 
Badghis  province  were  also 
assessed,  and  the  delegati- 
on sent  for  the  purpose  also 
processed  another  52  dos- 
siers. 

The  dispute  which  persis- 
ted for  15  years  between  a 
number  of  settlers  in  Bouka 
of  Balkhi  district  of  Balkh 
province  with  the  original 
inhabitants  of  the  area,  wh- 
ich could  not  be  settled  th- 
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rough  several  delegation  th- 
at visited  the  area  for  pur- 
pose duri'iig  the  last  years, 
was  settled  through  a  team 
of  the  department  in  135v5. 

In  Ghazni,  Takhar,  Nang- 
arhar,  and  Bamian  provinc- 
es also  delegations  of  the 
inspection  department  look- 
ed into  complai'nts  of  the 
people,  and  probed  allega- 
tions levelled  against  gov- 
ernment officials,  submitt- 
ing reports  on  their  obsej- 
vations  and  probes  for  due 
processing  of  the  cases  in 
volved. 

A  delegation  consisting 
of  heads  of  departmenfs  of 
the  Ministry  of  Interior  he- 
aded by  the  Minister  of  In- 
terior himself  inspected  the 
affairs  of  Pakthia  Nangar- 
har  and  Wardak  provinces 
and  some  other  provinces,  on 
which  special  reports  were 
prepared  a*nd  pertinent  in 
structions  issued  to  the  is- 
sued to  the  concerned  auth- 
orities. 

POPULATION  REGISTRA- 
TION: 

With  the  establishment  of 
the  auspicious  Republican 
regime,  the  stage  w^as  set 
in  the  country  for  fundam- 
ental changes  in  the  soc- 
ial, economic  and  cultural 
life  of  the  nation,  and  the 
Population  Registration  De- 
partment, on  the  basis  of 
resources  at  its  disposal,  and 
in  the  light  of  the  requirem- 
ents of  the  time,  and  the  in- 
creasing need  for  concerted 


national  endeavours,  emba- 
rked on  a  series  of  measu- 
res that  will  vastly  improve 
the  processes  and  practices 
of  population  registration, 
and  collection  and  collect- 
ing of  vital  statistics.  Fore- 
most among  these  measur- 
es were  distribution  of  the 
Republican  identification 
cards,  and  registration  of 
population  in  the  all  the  pro- 
vinces in  a  new  manner. 

Distribution  of  the  Repub- 
lican    identification  cards 
was     one     of     the  first 
projects  undertaken  in  the 
country  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  new  order,  in 
1355  this  task  was  complet- 
ed in  the  districts,  subdist- 
ricts  and  provinces  where  it 
remained  incomplete.  The 
values  of  the  undertakings 
of  the  department  in  the 
area  of  population  registr- 
ation and     vital  statistics 
may  be  reviewed  as  follows: 
Since  no  general  census 
has  yet  been  taken  in  Afgh- 
anistan, the  data  that  comes 
on  hand  through  population 
registration  brings  at  hand 
valuable  demographic  data 
essential  for  many  purpo- 
ses, including  national  de- 
velopment planning.  Excep- 
ting a  few  places,  the  distri- 
bution of  republican  identi- 
fication cards  was  comple- 
ted in  lv355.  A  one  month 
long  seminar  was  held  to 
coordinate  population  reg- 
istration and  vital  statistics 
in  all  parts  of  the  country 
and  to  review  problems  fac- 
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ed  by  the  concerned  depart- 
ments. Population  registra- 
tion! directors  from  the  cen- 
tre and  the  provinces  atten- 
ded the  seminar. 

Collection  of  tentativxs  vi- 
tal statistics  took  place  in 
Saroubi,    Paghman,  Istalif, 
and  eight  and  fourth  distr- 
icts of  the  capital  city  of 
Kabul.  These  tentative  ope- 
rations provides  the  conc- 
erned officials  an  opportun- 
ity to  see  in  action  how  the 
regulations  governing  vital 
statistics  and  population  re- 
gistration, pertaining  to  re- 
gistration of  births  and  dea 
rhs,  and  other  data,  ca'n  be 
applied  in  view  of  the  obj- 
ective and  subjective  cha- 
racteristics and  traits  of  our 
societv,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  loopholes  and  snags 
in  action  procedures  and 
operations     be  identified 
and  plugged  on  the  other. 
For  a  national  universal  ap- 
plication of  the  concerned 

rules  and  regulations. 

Vital  statistics  or  data 
related  to  divorces  and  mar- 
riages, births  and  deaths, 
and  other  information  per- 
taining to  various  age  gro- 
ups, collected  and  process- 
ed and  kept  up  properly  pr- 
ovide the  nation  with  a  we- 
alth of  information  on  the 
character  of  population,  and 
will  vastly  expand  the  pos- 
sibilities for  proper  develo- 
pment activities  and  plann- 
ing, and  for  human  resour- 
ces developments,  for  cate- 
ring to  the  needs  of  the  pu- 


blic. 

Special  introductory  co- 
urses, taught  by  Afghan 
and  foreign  specialists  were 
organised  for  the  personnel 
of  statistics  departments  to 
familiarise  them  with  the 
importance  of  population  re- 
gistration and  vital  statistics 
in  modern  times,  and  to  en- 
hance their  efficiency  in  th- 
is area.  Eighty  persons  took 
these  courses  during  the 
year.  Over  one  and  a  half 
milUon  population  registrar 
tion  cards  were  reviewed 
in  the  framework  of  the  de- 
mographic data  analyses. 

Ten  thousand   families  in 
Kabul,  Wardak,  Badakhsli- 
an.  Samangan,  Jouzjan,  and 
Bamia'n  provinces  were  stu- 
died in  a  pilot  demographic 
studies  project,  and  the  po- 
pulation were  categorised  in 
view  of  sex,  age,  marital 
status,  religious    beliefs,  lit- 
eracy, level    of  education, 
place  of  birth,  foreign  lang- 
uages known,    mother  ton- 
gue. The  codification  of  this 
data  were    carried  out  by 
the  population  registration 
department  with  some  other 
organisations  so     that  the 
extent  to  which  such  stud- 
ies can  be  carried  out  and 
prove  beneficial    in  relation 
to  collecting    and  analysis 
of  the  rest  of  the  forms  fil- 
led in  the  process  of  the 
distribution  of  republican 
identification  cards. 

The  draft  law  governing 
population  registration  and 
vital  statistics  was   also  suh- 
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ject  of  studies  and  assessm- 
ent during  the  year.  The 
law  was  promulgated  in 
1356  in  a  bid  to  improve  op- 
eratioTis  in  this  all  important 
sphere. 

Preparation  of  plans  and 
operational  scheme  for  dis- 
tribution of  republican  iden- 
tification cards  to  the  nom- 
^d  population: 

Distribution  of  identific- 
ation a'nd  citizenship  cards 
to  the  nomad  population  was 
something  unprecedented 
in  the  history  of  populati- 
on and  vital  statistics  in  Af- 
ghanistan. In  order  that  an 
important  segment  of  the 
national  population  does  not 
remain  uncounted,  and  m 
view  of  the  republican  gov- 
ernment's striving  to  leave 
no  stone  unturned  in  its  se- 
arch for  the  good  of  the  ma- 
sses of  the  people,  and  for 
the  all  round  progress  and 
prosperity  of  the  country, 
and  demand  which  this  po- 
licy poses  on  us  all,  the  po- 
pulation registration  devis- 
ee an  action  plan  for  distri- 
bution of  republican  idein- 
tification  cards  to  the  nom- 
ads. Implementation  of  the 
plan  began  in  1355,  with 
commencement  of  distribu- 
tion of  identificatioti  cards 
to  the  nomads  of  Ghazni 
and  Logar  provinces.  The 
process  continues  success- 
fully. 

In  order  for  the  populati- 
on registration  and  vital 
statistics  bureaus  to  perform 
their  duties  efficiently  a'nd 


competently  it  was  essen- 
tial that  they  be  provided 
with  proper,  and  more  up 
to  date  working  tools.  Such 
tools,  equipment  and  supp- 
lies were  provided  them  in 
so  far  as  the  resources  at 
the  disposal  of  the  ministry 
permitted.  Ways  and  means 
of  giving  them  access  to  mo- 
re sophisticated  aideg  and 
worki'Qg  tools  and  data  pro- 
cessing and  calculating  ma- 
chinery will  be  sought  in 
the  subsequent  months  and 
years. 

The  United  Nations  pro- 
vided 123,700  dollars  wor- 
th of  expert  services,  vehi- 
cles, supplies  and  equipm- 
ent to  improve  the  functi- 
o'ning  of  the  population  re- 
gistration and  vital  statistics 
sections  of  the  Ministry  of 
Interior. 

Two  more  aid  proposals 
came  also  under  preparation 
for  the  purpose  of  revitalis- 
ing and  envigorating  activ- 
ities related  to  population 
registration  and  vital  statis- 
tics. 

The  contents  of  the  aid 
projects  were  confirmed  by 
the  experts  of  the  United 
Nations,  and  it  is  expected 
that  it  will  be  finalised  and 
receive  the  approval  of  the 
United  Nations  in  the  near 
future. 

The  Security  Department: 
This  department  is  entru- 
sted with  the  duty  to  main- 
tain reliable  security  thro- 
ughtout  the  country,  and 
preserve  law  and  order.  In 


678 


the  light  of  the  values  of 
the  republican  regime  and 
national  revolution  of  Sar- 
atan  26,  1352  the  departm- 
ent during  the  year  1355 
was  engaged  in,  axid  perfor- 
med the  following  activiti- 
es: 

The  directorate  general 
of  operations,  as  a  cultural 
and  scientific  organ  of  the 
department  conducts  its  du- 
ties in  coordination  with  es- 
tablishment engaged  in  si- 
milar duties.  Furthermore, 
the  directorate  general  with 
the  cooperation  of  experts 
and  scholars  and  veteran 
police  and  security  officers 
drafted  and  devised  perti- 
nent regulations  that  are 
authored  to  improve  the  fu- 
nctioning of  the  security  or- 
gans of  the  ministry.  The 
regulations  also  aim  at  uni- 
fication Of  procedures  and 
practices  at  all  police  and 
security  posts,  so  that  the 
objective  of  prevention  and 
interception  can  be  achiev- 
ed effectively  and  systema- 
tically. 

The  directorate  general 
also  reviewed  the  organisati- 
onal set  up  of  the  ministry 
as  a  whole  and  the  security 
e^^tablishments  in  particul- 
ar. It  also  conducted  train- 
insf  courses,  seminars  and 
workshoDs  for  members  of 
the  police  in  fire  fighting, 
communications,  accounting 
and  boolr  keening  and  offi- 
ce nractice,  finqrer  print  ta- 
king!- and  identification.  Sne- 
cial  seminar  for  doctors  on 


forensic  medicine  was  con- 
vened at  the  police  academy, 
and  another  seminar  brou 
ght  together   security  chiefs 
of  various  districts  and  sub- 
districts  from  different  parts 
of  the  country  discussing 
in  regional  and  local  secu- 
rity problems  and  requirem- 
ents. It  also  introduced  30 
graduates  of  highschools  for 
enrollment  at  the  logistics, 
college,  and  drafted  part  of 
the  regulations  governing 
the  duties,  responsibilities 
and  rewards  for  junior  po- 
lice officers.  At  the  Police 
Academy  a  publication  on 
crimes  that    cause  public 
concern  was  published,  and 
distributed  to  all  police  po- 
sts. Special    forms  to  be 
used  in  investigation  proc- 
esses were  also  devised,  and 
distributed  to  police  posts. 
Professional     articles  and 
other  material    for  the  po- 
lice journal,    published  at 
the  academy  was  also  coll- 
ected by  the  directorate. 
The     publications  section 
prepared  adequate  supplies 
of  logistics  froms,    and  pr- 
inted several  ordinances  go- 
verning the  activities  of  va- 
rious sections  in  the  centre 
and  the  provinces  of  the  co- 
untrv  and  desnatched  them 
to  the  Doints  where  they  wo- 
uld be  used.  Tn  addition  the 
"Address  to  the  Nation"  of 
the  leader  of  the  revolution 
as  printed  in  twentv  thous- 
and conies  and  distributed. 

The  criminal  investigati- 
on section  devised  special 
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ordinance  on  crimmal  infor- 
mation material.  A  special 
course  was  also  organised 
on  pursuit  and  investigation 
of  crimes  committed  by  har- 
dened and  repeating  crimi- 
'nals.  Another  course  on 
the  use  of  finger  print  in 
investigation  and  pursuit  of 
crime  was  also  conducted. 
The  section  provided  infor- 
mation and  experts  opinion 
on  thirty  six  cases  regarding 
identification  of  handwrit- 
ing, and  one  hundred  and 
eleven  cases  related  to  che- 
mical analysis.  The  section 
took  the  imprints  of  all  ten 
fingers  of  hardened  crimi- 
nals numbering  3115,  a'nd 
classified  these  for  future 
reference.  It  also  sent  labo- 
ratory and  photographic  eq- 
uipment and  supplies  to 
various  provinces  needed  for 
investigatory  and  crime  in- 
spection work.  In  the  mean- 
time thirty  four  police  and 
civil  officials  were  caught 
while  accepting  bribes,  and 
their  cases  forwarded  to  the 
attorney  general's  office  for 
processing. 

The  anti  smuggling  squads 
intercepted  nine  consignm- 
ents Of  narcotics,  over  a 
thousand  holds  of  textiles, 
eight  consignment  of  food- 
stuffs, two  fire  arms,  two 
consignments  of  furnishing, 
our  consignments  of  pharm- 
aceuticals, four  consignments 
of  coins,  eight  kinds  of  for- 
eign currency,  three  con- 
signments of  precious  ston- 


es, thirteen  consignments 
Of  plastic  ware,  and  six- 
ty eight  consignments  of 

miscellaneous  articles  and 
products. 

The  logistics  department 
which  is  responsible  to  sup- 
ply ail  police  posts  in  the 
centre  and  in  the  provinces, 
including  the  border  areas, 
with  technical  and  admi- 
nistrative services,  and  re- 
quirements tried  to  raise 
the  standards  of  boarding 
and  lodging  accommodati- 
ons. The  department  also 
brought  improvements  in 
the  pohce  uniforms,  clean- 
liness and  presentableness 
of  which  has  a  profound  ef- 
fect on  morale.  The  escort 
police  units  received  new 
and  remodelled  uniforms. 
Health  services  were  impro- 
ved and  expanded  in  a  bid 
to  be  adequate  in  both  pre- 
vention and  treatment  at 
all  police  estabhshments. 

Considerable  building  op- 
erations were  also  carried 
out  during  the  year,  and 
new  depots,  police  stations, 
fire  brigade  buildings,  pris- 
ons, etc.  were  built  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resources 
available,  and  the  priority 
needs  of  the  Ministry  of  In- 
terior and  the  security  or- 
gan of  the  ministry. 

The  Central  Prison  : 

Despite  the  inhibitions  of 
the  society  and  the  law  and 
the  punishments  meted  out 
to  the  criminals,  and  des- 
pite the  teachings  of  religi- 
on and  social  morahty,  and 
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the  incidence  oj:  crime  still 
persists,  and  it  can  be  exp- 
ected to  stay  with  us  so  lo'ng 
as  the  human  society  end- 
ures. Prison  sentence^  are 
the  most  common  form  of 
punishments,  and  to  be  able 
to  mete  out  this  punishment 
in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  maintain 
the  human  integrity  of  the 
criminals  on  the  other  hand, 
and  to  help  rehabilitate  cri- 
minals to  provision  of  heal- 
thy worki'ng  environment  in 
prisons,  workshops  and  work 
places  were  established  in- 
side prisons.  To  be  able  to 
accomplish  this  objective  a 
new  central  prison  was  pl- 
anned for  Kabul  and  the 
construction  work  of  bloc- 
ks two  and  three  of  the  pri- 
son have  been  almost  com- 
pleted. 

A  modern  and  well-equip- 
ped kitchen  along  with  de- 
pots and  other  requirements 
were  established  at  the  Po- 
lice Academy.  Similarly  co- 
nstruction work  of  the  sha- 
re now  police  station  in 
Kabul  was  completed  and  it 
is  now  pressed  into  service. 
Construction  work  of  police 
stations  in  Akbar  Khan  Mai- 
na  in  Kabul,  the  Kunduz 
city  police  station,  of  the 
security  department  of  Ghor 
province,  and  police  stations 
in  two  woleswalis  of  Herat 
have  been  over  fifty  per 
cent  completed. 

The  Central  Traffic  De- 
partment: 


In  Kabul  the  number  of 
vehicles  on  the  road  increa- 
sed by  five  thousand  in  co- 
mparison to  the  year  1354. 
Accordingly  the  traffic  de- 
partment for  better  regula- 
tion of  the  flow  of  traffic, 
and  prevention  and  reducti- 
on of  accidents,  constructed 
new  structured  and  sign  po- 
sts in  various  parts  of  the 
city,  and  the  slabs  that  divi- 
de roads  were  pasted  on  ph- 
osphorescent stickers  to 
provide  direction  for  night 
time  driving.  Some  of  the 
roads  in  the  city  were  mark- 
ed one  way  to  ensure  spee- 
dy flow  of  traffic  and  re- 
duction of  danger  of  acci- 
dents. 

Traffic  directions  and  sig- 
ns were  posted  on  various 
parts  of  the  city  so  that  mo- 
torists will  be  able  to  main- 
tain high  safety  standards. 
In  1355  over  two  thousand 
six  hundred  persons  took 
international  liscense  and 
nearly  three  thousand  and 
five  hundred  persons  took 
local  driving  courses.  The 
printed  media  in  the  city 
of  Kabul  continued  to  pub- 
lish traffic  signs  and  traffic 
direction  to  promote  safety 
on  the  roads  for  motorists 
and  pedestrians. 

The  Polic  Academy: 
The  academy  cotinued  to 
raise  its  instruction  and  pr- 
ofessional standards,  and  br- 
inging improvements  in  the 
knowledge  and  skills  it 
imparts  to  the  officers  and 


681 


junior  police  officers  it  tra- 
ins. 

Twelve  doctors  attended 
a  four  month  course  for  an 
introduction  to  the  profess- 
ion of  police.  These  doctors 
work  for  the  health  servic- 
es of  the  security  departm- 
ent of  the  Ministry  of  Inter- 
ior. 

The  Police  Academy  enr- 
olled in  1355  nearly  one  hu- 
ndred high  school  graduates 
for  its  college  training  prog- 
ramme, and  173  middle  sch- 
ool graduates  for  its  junior 
police  affer  pr'ogrammes. 
Curricula  for  the  1356  aca- 
demic year  for  all  sections 
of  the  academy  were  also 
preapred.,  and  the  library 
of  the  Police  Academy  was 
improved  and  strenghtened 
through  improving  its  servi- 
ces, and  building  up  of  its 
book  holdings.  The  sports 
teams  of  the  Pohce  Acade- 
my took  an  active  part  in 
various  tournaments  and 
had  very  encouraging  resul- 
ts, in  some  instances  outsh- 
ining veteran  and  wellkno- 
wn  teams  of  the  city. 

The  football,  volleyball, 
wrestling  and  ping  pong  te- 
ams of  the  academy  perfor- 
med admirably. 

Provincial  Branches: 
The  main  responsibility 
of  the  staff  of  the  Ministry 
of  Interior  in  provincial  ce- 
ntres, woleswalis  and  alak- 
adaris  (districts,  an^  sub- 
districts)  constitute  of  ma- 
intaining of  security  and  law 


and  order,  population  reg- 
istration,   and  distribution 
Of  the  Republican  citizensh- 
ip and  identification  cards, 
but  nonetheless   they  also 
perform  dutieg  in  relations 
to  the    cooperation  which 
the    Ministry     renders  in 
conduct  of  duties  which  are 
primarily  the  domain  of  oth- 
er ministries. 

In  this  context  their  acti- 
vities consist  of  the  follow- 
ing :  In  the  area  of  security 
the  personnel  of  the  Minis- 
try of  Interior  during  the 
year  1355  succeeded  in  de- 
tection and  investigation  of 
nearly  eleven  thousand  of- 
fenses, and  submitted  near- 
ly five  thousand  and  three 
hundred  cases  to  the  office 
of  the  Attorney  General 
for  legal  processing.  Court 
verdicts  were  issued  on  47- 
80  crimes. 

The  number  of  crimes  re- 
corded and  detected  during 
the  year  1355  in  comparison 
to  1354  fell  by  6388.  In  1354 
there  were  17161  crimes 
processed  in  various  prov- 
inces, while  the  number  in 
1355  was  10773  cases.  This 
is  indicative  of  the  results 
achieved  from  the  endeavo- 
urs of  the  Ministry  of  Inte- 
rior in  reducing  the  incid- 
ence of  crimes  and  criminal 
offences  around  the  coun- 
try. 

Furthermore  the  Ministry 
personnel  completed  the  pr- 
ocessing of  5291  cases,  sho- 
wing a  considerable  rise  ov- 
er cases  thus  processed  dur- 
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ing  the  previous  year.  The 
speed  01  action  tor  timely 
and  proper  administration 
Of  justice  is  impressed  up- 
on the  Ministry  personnel  to 
be  a  prime  duty  and  resp- 
onsibility. 

It  is  envisaged  that  thro- 
ugh singleminded  execution 
ol  duty  and  exercising  of 
responsibility  the  personnel 
of  the  Ministry  will  be  ab- 
le to  continue  to  ensure  the 
dependable  and  reliable  se- 
curity for  our  compatriots 
that  is  an  essential  tor  to- 
day's society,  and  for  ord- 
erly   social  life. 

In  the  area  of  population 
registration  and  distribution 
of  Republican  citizenship 
and  identification  cards,  the 
Ministry's  personnel  in  var- 
ious provinces  were  able  to 
virtually  complete  the  task 
of  distribution  of  such  car- 
ds to  the  citizens. 

The  officials  and  staff  of 
the  Ministry  of  Interior  ren- 
dered valuable  and  decisive 
cooperation  in  recouping  go- 
vernment arrears,  in  cash 
and  kinds,  and  thus  in  stren- 
gthening public  treasury, 
and  raising  the  volume  of 
local  revenues  that  finance 
public  expenditures,  and 
funds  layouts  for  develop- 
ment. 

In  various  loy  woleswalis, 
woleswalis  and  alakadaris 
the  Interior  Ministry  pers- 
onnel, in  the  year  1355,  hel- 
ped in  recouping  of  af. 
877,879,278  afghanis,  and 
over  four  hundred  thous- 


ands tons  of  food  grains  fr- 
om arrears.  The  figures  com- 
pared with  those  of  last  ye- 
ar slrows  a  considerable  in- 
crease. 

As  another  side  job  the 
personnel  and  stall  of  the 
Ministry  of  Interior,  in  ail 
tiie  provinces,  help  m  spee- 
ay  resolving  of  cases  invol- 
ving loans,  land  ownership, 
water  rights,  piatter  related 
to  marriages  and  divorces, 
etc.  Uy  bringing  parties  to 
the  dispute  to  the  court.  Wh- 
en such  differences  and 
disputes  remain  unresolved 
for  any  length  of  time,  in 
many  cases  it  results  in  cla- 
shes, a'nd  turning  mere  fin- 
ancial and  marital  and  oth- 
er minor  disputes  to  crimi- 
nal cases.  By  performing  th- 
is service  the  Minister  of 
Interior  renders  an  importa- 
nt service  in  curbing  the  in- 
cidence of  crimes  in  the  co- 
untry, and  in  helping  the 
courts  to  tend  to  the  cases 
brought  before  them  more 
speedily. 

When  personal  debts  are 
recouped  as  a  result  of  court 
action,  ten  per  cent  of  the 
sums  go  to  the  public  trea- 
sury. These  amounts  in  the 
year  1355  figured  at  over  six 
hundred  thousand  afghanis. 
The  number  of  cases  invol- 
ving financial  and  other  dis- 
putes and  differences  resol- 
ved in  the  year  1355  were 
nearly  16000. 

The  personnel  and  the 
staff  of  the  Ministry  of  In- 
terior although  cooperated 
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with  the  agriculture  and  co- 
mmunications departments 
in  various  provinces  during 
the  last  year.  They  also  play- 
ed a  role  in  enhancement  of 
education.  They  were  invol- 
ved in  raising  nearly  fourt- 
een million  afghanis  in  cash 
for  school  construction  and 
furniture,  in  construction  of 
one  hundred  school  build- 
ings, and  donation  of  over 
one  fifty  acres  of  land  for 
school  construction,  and  in 
providing  furnishing  for  so- 
me of  the  schools  in  dire 
need. 

They  also  played  a  hand 
in  construction  of  five  mos- 
ques during  the  year. 

Their  cooperaton  in  buil- 


ding of  over  one  hundred 
kilometres  of  feeder  roads, 
in  repair  of  469  kilometres 
of  secondary  and  feeder  ro- 
ads, in  building  of  one 
bridge  and  repair  of  fourt- 
een bridges  and  culverts  is 
also  noteworthy. 

The  Ministry  of  Interior 
personnel  were  also  instru- 
mental in  providing  of  2306 
wooden  pylons  used  for  tele- 
phone transmission  lines 
to  the  Ministry  of  Commu- 
nications. 

In  the  area  of  agriculture 
they  helped  in  digging  of 
seven  irrigation  ditches  and 
canals,  and  planting  of  near- 
ly fifty  eight  thousand  sap- 
lings. 


Kabul  Municipality 


Following  is  a  brief  des- 
cription of  the  activities  of 
various  departments  of  Ka- 
bul Municipality  during  the 
Afghan  year  1355: 

GENERAL  DIRECTORATE 
OF  TECHNICAL  WORKS: 

This  office  has  perform- 
ed the  following  tasks  dur- 
ing the  year. 

The  newly  built  roads 
of  Central  Silo,  Palace  No. 
1,  of  Republican  Guard, 
Karte-Parwan  road,  the 
road  i'n  front  of  Millie  Bus, 
the  compound  of  Kote — 
Sangi  petrol  tank  has  been 
asphalted  and  48435  cubic 
metres  of  tar  is  being  used 
in  this  operation. 

Moreover,  raw  tar  has 
been  given  to  the  Arm- 
ed Forces  Hospital  to 
be  used  in  asphalting  the 
compound  of  the  Hospital 
covering  an  area  of  9900 
cubic  metres. 

The  roads  of  Jashen  gr- 
ounds, Puli — Khishti,  Puli 
Mahmoud  Khan,  the  air- 
port, Jada — Timur  Shahi, 
Shahri-Nau;  Chihilstoon; 
Darul  A  man;  and,  Minari 
Abdul  Wakil     Khan,  etc., 


have  been  repaired  and 
are  partly  asphalted,  using 
a  total  of  34480  cubic  met- 
res of  asphalt.  Meanwhile, 
the  roads  of  Centred  Silo, 
Khair  Khana,  Taimani  Wat 
and  Ansari  Wat,  have  been 
levelled  and  macadamised, 
and  the  roads  behind  the 
Government  Printing  Press, 
Shour  Bazzar,  Shah  Shahid; 
Jada — Andarabi;  Guzar  Gah; 
Nakhas;  the  road  of  Puli 
Sokhta  up  to  Darul  Aman; 
sub-roads  of  Taimani  etc., 
have  also  been  levelled  and 
partly  macadamised;  by 
the  abovementioned  direc- 
torate during  the  year  1355. 

WORKSHOP  OF  TECHNI- 
CAL WORKS  DEPART- 
MENT : 

In  this  workshop  some 
160  heavy  and  light  vehicles 
were  repaired  and  some  bo- 
dies for  vehicles  were  built. 
Also,  another  155  different 
kinds  of  cars  including  bull- 
dozers, graders,  shovels, 
asphalt  rollers,  were  rep- 
aired. 500  dust-bins  and 
1200  shovels  were  manufa- 
ctured at  this  workshop  res- 
pectively. 


TRANSPORT  DIRECTO- 

RATE : 

Transportation  of  fifteen 
thousand       tons  cement 
from  Ghori  Cement  Facto- 
ry, procuring  and  transpor- 
tation of  stones  and  bricks 
for  sidewalks  from  the  Ho- 
using Factory    and  Kabul 
Prison  plants,    purchase  of 
700  cubic  metres  of  wood 
from  the  Wood  Enterprise 
and  purchase  of  rolled  iron 
rods,  procurement  of  cons- 
truction glass    needed  by 
the  Kabul  districts,  procur- 
ing of  construction  mater- 
ials, purchase  and  transport 
of  1400  tons  Of    tar  from 
Singapore  and  the  Soviet 
Union;  and  their  transport- 
ation;   purchase  of  28  Zeel 
vehicles;     concluding  of 
contracts  pertaining  to  pur- 
chase of  447  electricity  py- 
lons and  spare  parts  for  the 
vehicles  of  the  Municipality, 
were  among  the  activities 
of  this  Directorate  during 
the  same  year. 

Likewise,  from  the  first 
of  Hamal  upto  the  end  of 
Dalwa  1355,  Afs.  53650/0 
has  been  earned  from  the 
services  of  funeral  cars, 
public  salons,  and  music 
band  through  the  office  of 
the  Work  Dept.,  of  the  Mu- 
nicipality. 

DIRECTORATE  OF  JAS- 

HEN  AFFAIRS: 

Repairing  of  buildings  in 
Jashen  ground,  parade  loun- 
ge, Eidgah  Mosque,  build- 
ing of  Jul  Mustan,  building 


belonging  to  10th  district  of 
Kabul  Municipality,  Jada— 
Maiwand    mosque,  Pakhta 
Feroushi    mosque,  Jashen 
godowns,    Shahi  Dosham- 
shira    mosque,  Andarabi 
mosque,  Taimur    Shah  ma- 
usoleum,   Abdur  Rahman 
mausoleum  and  its  mosque, 
Baghbanbashi  mosque,  wat- 
ch tower  of  Puli  Mahmoud 
Khan,   buildings  of  second, 
and  seventh  districts,  loun- 
ge and  steps  of  eastern  Ja- 
shen ground?,  Jashen  gro- 
und pylons.  Independence 
Minaret,    Isteqlal  Minaret, 
Aryana  Cinema,  etc,  were 
painted  and  partly  repair- 
ed. Also,  the  sidewalks  of 
Jada  Maiwand  were  repair- 
ed in  1355. 
M  e  an  while ,     illumin  ation 

of  26  Saratan  Square,  Mu- 
nicipality camp  and  install- 
ing of  flags  in  Jashen  area 
and  their  collection  after 
the  completion  of  festivities 
are  parts  of  activities  of 
this  directorate. 

Also,  decoration  of  Pub- 
lic Health  Institute  during 
the  Loya  Jirgah  sessions, 
decoration  of  Pashtunistan 
Square  on  the  occasion  of 
Pashtunistan  Day,  and  Kh- 
air  Khana  area  with  flags, 
for  the  traditional  new 
year  festivities  were  also 
done  by  this  department 
during  1355. 

DIRECTORATE  OF  CON- 
STRUCTION: 

Laying  of  concrete  bricks 
50x50  over  both  side  walks 
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of  airport  road  covering 
72950  cubic  metres,  Public 
Health  Institute  parking 
lot,  400  cubic  metres,  Ci- 
vil Servants  Cooperative 
road  sidewalks  and  Mirwais 
Bus  Stop  612  cubic  metres, 
including  levelling  of  side- 
walks of  eastern  Public  He- 
alth Institute  70  cubic  met- 
res, and  its  parking  lot  170 
cubic  metres,  sidewalks  in 
front  of  Governmetit  Prin- 
ting Press,  224  cubic  metres, 
Asmai  Wat  228  cubic  metr- 
es, including  construction  of 
Bibi  Mehru  Shritie  4.14  cu- 
bic metres. 

Likewise,  repair  of 
culverts  in  front  of 
Kabul  Hotel,  Qalai  Fat- 
ehullah  Khan  and  Pashtu- 
nistan  Square,  Pull  Sokhta 
corner,  and  construction  of 
a  flood  diversion  wall  in 
Karte  Parwan  including  de- 
molition and  rebuilding  of 
Gnzargah  bridge  were  car- 
ried out  by  this  directorate 
during  the  same  year. 

Meanwhile,  a  number  of 
culverts  were  built  in  areas 
such  as  Qalai  Khater,  Bibi 
Mehru,  Zarghuna  Wat,  cov- 
ering 93.60  cubic  metres, 
repairs  on  the  road  in  front 
of  Silo,  131  cubic  metres, 
Asmai  Wat  400  cubic  met- 
res, Khwaja  Bughra  20 
cubic  metres,  the  traffic 
circle  of  Mirwais  Maidan 
270  cubic  metres,  which  to- 
gether covers  1038  cubic 
metres  respectively. 


Moreover,  construction 
of  internal  compound  of  tar 
factory  car  washing  section 
127  cubic  metres,  Mirwais 
Maidan  canal,  831  cubic 
metres,  building  of  side- 
walks from  Bibi  Mehru  to 
the  airport  and  from  Public 
Health  Institute  to  Afghan 
Film  3050  cubic  metres, 
from  Sherpur  Square  upto 
the  Central  Kindergarten 
wall  112  cubic  metres,  from 
Sherpur  on  to  Sedarat  road 
and  Shahr-Ara  and  upto 
the  second  part  of  Char 
Bahi  Ansari  1350  cubic  me- 
tres; 

Moreover,  from  Char  Ba- 
hi Shahid  to  Qalai  Fatehul- 
lah  and  across  the  road  to 
Zarghuna  school  1020  cub- 
ic metres,  from  Char  Bahi 
Qalai  Fatehullah  across  Ch- 
ar Bahi  Ansari  660  cubic 
metres,  and  from  the  first 
part  of  Char  Rahi  Ansari 
upto  its  third  part  420  and 
from  Kulula  Pushta  to  Haji 
Yaqub  Square  700  cubic 
metres,  respectively. 

From  the  Seh  Bahi  Kulu- 
la Pushta  upto  the  second 
Char  Bahi  of  Ansari  800 
cubic  metres,  and  from  the 
Char  Bahi  Ansari  to  Kulula 
Pushta  Bus  Stop  2650  cu- 
bic metres. 

Similarly,  in  Cham  an  Hu- 
zuri,  in  front  of  Water  and 
Power  Ministry's  sidewalks 
650  cubic  metres,  near  Mu- 
nicipality camp  and  the 
road  in  front  of  the  Central 
Armed  Forces  Hospital  to- 
gether 121  cubic  metres, 
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on  both  sides  of  Puli  Khishti 
Mosque  road  367  cubic  met- 
re^j,  near  ttie  10th  district 
road  367  cubic  metres,  in 
some  parts  of  Mirwais  Mai- 
dan  111  cubic  metres,  and 
near  the  ninth  district  off- 
ice 132  cubic  metres  of  re- 
pairs were  carried  out  by 
this  directorate  during  the 
year  1355. 

THE  GREENERY  AFF- 
AIRS OF  KABUL  CITY: 

In  the  beginning  of  the 
year  some  fifty  thousand 
sapphngs  were  planter  on 
the  sides  of  streets  and  oth- 
er parts  of  microrayo'n^ 
behind  Government  Print- 
ing Press,  Puli  Mahmoud 
Khan  upto  26  Saratan  Sq- 
uare, across  the  street  lea- 
ding to  the  airport,  Char 
Rahi  Haji  Yaqub,  Baghi  Ba- 
la, Kota  Sangi,  Jashen  ar- 
ea, Sayed  Noor  Mohammad 
Shah  Mai-na,  Wazir  Akbar 
Khan  Maina,  most  parts  of 
Shari— Nau,  Khair  Khana, 
and  other  parts  of  Kabul 
city  in  the  month  of  Hamal 
and  Sanr  of  1355. 

To  keep  the  greenery  of 
parks  of  Kabul  city,  varieties 
of  sapplings  were  planted 
in  Kabul  parks  and  meas- 
ures were  adopted  to  look 
after  the  timely  irrigation 
of  these  parks. 

As  part  of  this  program 
nearly  six  thousand  differ- 
ent types  Of  decorative  sa- 
pplings were    planted  in 
the  parks  inside  the  city. 


Besides  this,  constructive 
measures  were  adopted  to 
add  to  the  beauty  of  parks 
through  planting  and  raising 
of  varieties  of  flowers.  To 
realise  this,  a  one  acre  land 
in  Jalalabad  city  was  put 
aside  to  be  used  as  a  nur- 
sery for  raising  of.  flowers. 
In  this  farm  over  four  thou- 
sand plants    of  different 
types  which  were  donated 
by  Ghazi  Abad  and  Hadda 
managements    were  gro- 
wn.   Also,    flower  plants 
from    other      farms  we- 
re   collected    and  planted 
in  this  farm.  It  is  planned 
that  flower  plants  raised 
in  this  farm  will  be  transf- 
erred to  Kabul  city  to  be 
planted    in    the  parks. 

Already  most  of  the  city 
parks  and  recreation  sites 
have  been  provided 
with  irrigation  pipes  and 
other  needed  facilities. 

The  office  responsible  for 
the  greenery  of  the  city  is 
also  duty-bound  to  remove 
dump  water  from  the  city. 
Through  its  mobile  pumps 
the  office  has  removed 
extra  dump  water  from  so- 
me parts  of  the  city  during 
winter.  Concurrently,  the 
personnel  belonging  to  this 
office  is  responsible  for  irri- 
gation of  parks  and  recrea- 
tion sites. 

During  the  year,  some 
fifteen  tons  of  fertiliser 
was  obtained  from  the  Af- 
ghan Fertiliser  Company  by 
this  office  to  be  used  in  the 
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parks  maintained  by  tiiis 
office.  Ihe  office  has  also 
installed  a  number  of  eiec- 
tnc-run  motor  cars  rn  Shari- 
JNaw  Park  for  enteitaining 
children,  similarly,  some 
lour  hundred  chairs  were 
nis tailed  m  the  parks  in 
the  city. 

And  finally,  as  part  of  the 
plan  for  beautification  of 
the  city  parks,  this  office 
has  established  three  flow- 
er houses  in  which  varieties 
of  flowers  are  kept,  and 
more  than  four  thousand 
flower  pots  was  put  at  the 
parks  for  decoration  pur- 
poses. 

DEPARTMEiNT  OF  DESI- 
GN AND  CONSTRUCTION: 

During  the  year  1355  this 
Department  performed  the 
following  activities: 

Design  and  preparation 
of  architectural  plan  for 
commercial  centre  of  Khair 
Kha'na,  design  of  the  mosque 
behind  Afghan  Women  Or- 
ganisation including  its  en- 
gineering design,  and  the 
design  for  the  Karte-Seh 
mosque  were  completed. 

—Also,  plan  for  the  first 
part  of  industrial  area  of 
Pull — Charkhi,     plan  for 
constructional  operation 
and  godowns  pertaining  to 
the    six-story    building  in- 
cluding the  architectural 
and  engineering    plan  for 
Mirwais    Maidan  Bus  Stop, 
and  design  for  annex  of  Ba- 
ghi  Bala  mosque  were  com- 
pleted. 


During  the  same  year, 
plan  for  improvement  of 
the  sidewalks  in  front  of 
the  llth  district  building, 
design  lor  construction  ol 
culverts  for  i<.hair  Khana 
roads;  including  design^  for 
siiops  of  this  residential  ar- 
ea as  well  as  design  for  flood 
diversion  system  for  Karte 
Par  wan  were  completed. 

Likewise,  detailed  plan 
oi  Shar-Ara,  and  architec- 
tural and  engineering  plans 
of  Paghman  bridge,  plan 
for  improving  of  Guzargah 
bridge;  Asmai  Wat  culv- 
erts; were  also  prepared. 

Preparation  of  Master 
Plan  for  Kabul  city  has  pro- 
gressed, the  sketch  for 
kindergartens  in  projects 
such  as  Khushal  Khan  Mai- 
na,  Rahman  Mai'na,  Khair 
Khana,  Karte  Ariana,  inclu- 
ding the  3ketch  for  school 
sites  Of  the  above  residen- 
tial projects  were  according- 
ly prepared  and  handed  to 
related  project  managem- 
ents. 

—Plan  for  two  commerc- 
ial centres  for  Khair  Khana, 
two  similar  plans  for  Rahm- 
an Maina,  and  the  comm- 
ercial centre  of  Rahman 
Maina  and  the  transit  road 
of  Khair  Khana  Maina;  th- 
ird part  for  potable 
water  project  of  Khushal 
Khan  Mai'na  and  state  gu- 
est house  of  Paghman  and 
potable  water  schemes  for 
other  projects  were  comp- 
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leted. 

Sketch  of  trolley  bus 
stations  of  Khushal  Kh- 
an Maina,  architectural 
and  engineering  desig*n  for 
second  district  building;  re- 
paration of  city  roads  inc- 
luding culverts  in  front  of 
the  Silo  and  Mirwais  Maid- 
an  Square;  Polytechnic,  and 
supervision  of  construction 
of  television  tower,  widen- 
ing the  road  of  second  mic- 
rorayon;  plan  for  build- 
ing the  road  behind  Milit- 
ary club;  widening  the  ro- 
ad of  the  Geological  Survey 
Department  located  in  Da- 
rul  Am  an;  widening  the 
road  near  Police  Stati- 
on of  Babur  Shah 
Maina;  and  Nursing  Dorm- 
itory; preparation  oi"  plan 
for  the  remaining  part  of 
Paghman  Park  were  compl- 
eted and  handed  to  related 
offices. 

Also,  estimated  plans  for 
five  canals  of  Kota-Sangi 
and  its  connection  to  the 
main  canal  leading  to  Cha- 
mchamust  river,  with  plan 
for  widening  the  Taimani 
road,  Zarghuna  Wat  road 
and  the  road  over  Asmai 
mountain  for  in^r^allation 

of  antenna  guiding  the  air- 
crafts,  were  the  tasks  per- 
formed during  the  same  pe- 
riod by  this  department. 

In  relation  to  policlinics 
and  school  hospitals  it  sho- 
uld be  stated  that  the  pro- 
curement of  materials  still 
continue,  and  decision  is 
pending  till  contacts  made 


with  the  representatives  of 
related  institutions  and  wh- 
en studies  on  their  economic 
feasibility  is  completed. 

Meanwhile,  a  report  re- 
lating to  the  railway  proj- 
ect on  the  basis  of  25  year 
Master  Plan  of  Kabul  City 
has  also  been  prepared  by 
this  department. 

Likewise,  supervision  and 
measurement  of  the  prepa- 
red plan  of  Khair  Khana 
area,  preparation  of  statis- 
tics on  buildings  so  far  co- 
mpleted, and  execution  of 
the  first  phase  detailed  pl- 
an and  third  phase  plan  of 
Karte  Parwan  is  near 
completion.  Similarly,  the 
fourth  phase  plan  of  Khu- 
shal Khan  Maina  eighty 
percent  progressed;  the  we- 
stern part  of  Darul  Aman 
road  60  percent  and  the  se- 
cond part  of  Industrial  area 
eighty  percent,  and  Wa- 
zir  Abad  plan  is  under 
preparation. 

— Plan  for  Jada-Maiwand 
and  its  southern  area  is  un- 
der study,  and  that  of  Khu- 
shal Khan  Maina  commer- 
cial centre  in  accordance 
with  the  detailed  plan  was 
revised  from  the  scale  of 
2000  to  1 : 1000  is  being  ei- 
ghty percent  completed. 

— Preparation  of  plan  for 
the  fifth  and  sixth  mic- 
rorayon  has  been  com- 
pleted. Engineering  de- 
sign for  the  building  of  2nd 
district  30  percent;  design 
for  culverts  of  Sarai  Ghazni 
road  including  that  of  Zar- 
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ghuna  Maidan,  preliminary 
study  of  public  cemetery 
for  survey  and  preparation 
of  design  for  districts,  de- 
tailed plan  for  constru- 
ction of  building  to  ho- 
use Khushal  Khan  Mai- 
na  district  is  completed. 
Meanwhile,  special  engin- 
eering and  architectural 
plan  for  the  commercial 
centres  in  the  city  has  been 
50  percent  progressed  and 
the  detailed  plan  for  Murad 
Khani  area  near  comple- 
tion. 

SURVEY  DIRECTORATE 
Work  on  survey  and  pre- 
paration of  design  for  the 
first  part  of  Rahman  Mai- 
na,  second  part  of  Khushal 
Maina  including  the  sket- 
ch of  the  Helmand  Constr- 
uction Unit,  survey  of  Mu- 
rad Khani;  airport  design, 
design  of  Raghi  Ali  Mardan 
and  preparation  of  plan  of 
first  part  of  Salang  Wat, 
survey  and  design  of  micr- 
orayon  central  heating, 
the  road  leading  to  televis- 
ion tower;  Pulicharkhi  ar- 
ea; design  of  Taimani  and 
Ansari  Wat  roads;  design  of 
Baghban  Kocha  and  Asmai 
Wat,  design  of  Mint  Press 
of  Finance  Ministry,  second 
part  of  Salang  Wat;  survey 
of  roads  north  of  Military 
club;  Intercontinental  Ho- 
tel and  airport  roads  were 
30  percent  completed  dur- 
ing 1355  by  this  directorate. 

DIRECTORATE  FOR  DIS- 
PUTES : 


Some  82  disputed  cases 
after  completion  of  necess- 
ary procedures  were  sent  to 
the  related  offices.  Mean- 
while permission  were  given 
to  125  persons  for  repara- 
tion of  their  buildings. 
Afs.  6,250  was  earned  as 
architectural  fees  from  th- 
ese persons.  Also  Afs.  2,000 
were  obtained  out  of  the 
fees  for  permission  of  buil- 
ding of  garages  in  different 
district^  of  the  city. 

DIRECTORATE  FOR  STU- 
DY AND  CONTROL : 

This  directorate  during 
the  year  has  earned  a  total 
Of  Afs.  9656210.30  as 
tax  and  architectural  fees 
as  well  a3  that  of  estima- 
tion costs. 

DIRECTORATE  OF  MAPS: 
This  office  ha^  earned  a 
total  of  Afs.  4,536,348  as 
the  cost  of  maps  sold 
to  individuals  and  architec- 
tural fees  during  the  year 
1355, 

DIRECTORATE  OF  LAND 
DISTRIBUTION : 

This  office  during  the 
year  has  issued  some  434 
ownership  documents  and 

has  distributed  1243  plots 
Of  land  to  government  of- 
ficials and  483  plots  to  in- 
dividuals in  Khair  Khana 
residential  district. 

Also,  18  plots  of  land  we- 
re given  in  Akbar  Khan  Ma- 
ina, 48  plots  in  Noor  Moh- 
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aniinad  Shah  and  Rahman 
Maina;  some  2000  for- 
ms were  distributed  and 
some  4649  applications  for 
Rahman,  and  1252  applica- 
tions for  Khair  Khana  Maina 
has  also  been  received  by 
this  office.  At  the  same  ti- 
me 63  plots  Of  land  were 
distributed  in  Karte-Seh. 

On  the  basis  of  decision 
adopted  and  approved  by 
the  technical  board  of  Mu- 
nicipality; detailed  plan  for 
southern  parts  of  Ayub  Kh- 
an Project  including  the 
road  leading  to  Darul  Aman 
and  Chihilstoon  were  pre- 
pared; meanwhile,  an  im- 
provement plan  for  Khair 
Khana  commercial  centre 
regarding  flow  of  traffic  on 
northern  part  of  Kabul  city 
was  also  presented  to  the 
technical  board.  The  board 
also  studied  specification 
of  railway  lines  inside  the 
city.  The  prepared  plan 
for  the  fifth  and  sixth  mic- 
rorayon  with  its  model 
was  studied  and  finally  the 
plan  for  the  commercial 
centre  for  Rahman  Maina 
was  also  studied  and  ne- 
cessary measures  were  ad- 
opted accordingly. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEAL- 
TH AFFAffiS: 

Clinic  Section; 

The  task  of  this  office  is 
to  check  those  wage  earners 
sent  to  the  clinic  by 
different    offices  before 


their  employment.  The  cli- 
nic acts  very  carefully  sp- 
ecially to  cooks  employed 
by  government  departments. 
This  clinic  during  the  year 
1355  has  issued  some  29264 
documents  of  health  certifi- 
cation to  the  newly  emplo- 
yed wage  earners.  Out  of 
the  above  total  718  persons 
who  needed  laboratory  ch- 
eck ups  were  sent  to  Public 
Health  Institute  for  thor- 
ough check  ups.  Revenues 
thus  received  from  distribu- 
tion of  health  cards  amoun- 
ted to  Afs.  358,795  show- 
ing a  72  percent  increment 
in  that  of  the  year  1354. 

OFFICE  OF  ENVIRON- 
MENTAL HEALTH; 

The  health  workers  of 
this  office  are  duty-bound 
to  see  that  environmental 
health  conditions  are  app- 
lied by  the  city  shops  and 
in  case  of  violation,  despite 
advices,  the  shop  owners 
are  fined.  1004000  afghanis 
were  received  as  fines 
during  1355.  These  workers 
were  provided  with  loudsp- 
eakers too,  so  that  they  can 
announce  health  directives 
to  the  public.  Special  stress 
is  being  laid  on  control 
Of  foods  including  daily 
checks  of  foods  prepared 
in  hotels  and  restaurants 
and  the  butcheries. 
Other  areas  under  strict  con- 
trol of  health  workers  are 
barber  shops,  public  ba- 
ths, sarais,  etc. 
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During  the  year  a  numb- 
er of  violators  who  defied 
health  regulations  were  fi- 
ned. Likewise,  on  the  basis 
of  complaints  of  residents 
surrounding  the  Aho  Shoe 
Factory's  leather  process- 
ing plant,  the  site  was  in- 
spected by  the  health  work- 
ers and  it  was  decided  that 
the  plant  be  closed  and  be 
transferred  to  the  Industr- 
ial area  of  Kabul.  Similarly, 
the  residents  of  Shah  Sha- 
hid  complained  of  smell 
of  leather  processing  pl- 
ant and  after  inspectio!n  it 
was  advised  to  shift  the 
plant     to     the  industrial 


site.  Meanwhile  due  to  un- 
hygienic environment  some 
75  bucheries  in  Jada  Mai- 
wand  were  temporarily  clo- 
sed atid  after  proper  clean- 
ing of  the  area  the  shops 
were  allowed  to  start  func- 
tioning again. 

GENERAL  DIRECTORATE 

OF  REVENUES: 

This  department  of  the 
Municipality  has  earned 
Afs.  197,203,261  as  revenue 
from  all  the  districts  of  Ka- 
bul city,  which  is  Afs. 
20,772,655  more  than  the 
previous  year. 
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Afghan  Red  Crescent 

Society 


Bllll—lllllllll  III 


The  Afghan  Red  Cresc- 
ent Society  following  the 
dictums  of  the  internation- 
al  philanthropic  organisa- 
tions continued  its  unaba- 
ted aids  and  assistance 
during  the  last  year  (from 
16:  October  1976  to  16 
October  1977).  The  Society 
distributed  its  aid  in  cash 
and  kind,  within  the  limi- 
ts of  its  budgets,  to  the 
victims  of  natural  and 
man  made  catastrophies. 

The  Society  during  this 
period  distributed  medici- 
ne, teaching  materials,  bl- 
ood provided  for  first  aid, 
clothing,  and  also  met  the 
expenditures  of  sick  and  th- 
ose deserving  patients  hit 
by  chronic  diseases.  The 
Society  alsoi  performed 
free  radiography,  gave 
away  tri— cycles  to  the  dis- 
abl'ed  and  also  cash.  The 
Society  also  sent  its  aid  to 
foreign  coutitries  in  wake  of 
natural  or  man  made  catast- 
rophies befalling  any  coun- 
try. 

Following  is  the  brief 
account  of  the  Society's 
operation  during  the  past 
year: 


SOCIAL  SERVICES: 
The  Society  spent  10,028, 

771      Afghanis    on  social 

services  through  Social 
Services  Directorate  and 
Mobile  Units  Department. 

A.  The  Society  during 
its  Special  Week  celebra- 
tions last  year  distributed 
blankets,  garments  and 
shoes  worth  afs.  4,591,600 
to  the  needy  and  poor  in 
hospitals,  prisons  and  sc- 
hools. 

b.  Distribution  of  garm- 
ents on  the  international 
day  falling  on  18th  Saur 
to  the  patients  in— bed  in 
hospitals  and  prison  tot- 
alling afs.  16,597. 

c.  Distribution  of  garm- 
ents to  in— bed  patients  in 
hospitals  and  prison  inm- 
ates and  to  outstanding 
mothers  in  House  of  Dest- 
itutes on  Mother's  Day, 
falling  on  June  24,  worth 
afs,  5320. 

d.  The  Society  provided 
aid  to  the  victims  of  natu- 
ral calamities  (floods  and 
heavy  rain)  in  the  provin- 
ces of  Logar,  Herat  Takh- 
ar,   Par  wan,  Jauzjan,  Bal- 

kh,     Badakhshan,  Kabul, 
Kunduz.  The  aid  included 
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shrouds  for  the  dead  and 
other  expenditure  involved 
in  food  and  clothes,  medi- 
cal aid  to  houses  and  tran- 
sport. 

e.  On  the  Children's  Day 
the  Society  distributed  cl- 
othes among  the  children 
in  prison,  Reformatory  Sc- 
hool of  Kabul  and  schools, 
worth  afs.  11,315. 

f.  After  studying  repor- 
ts of  droughts  in  some  no- 
rthern provinces  and  on 
the  spot  studies  the  Soc- 
iety provided  200  tons  of 
v^heat  for  distribution  am- 
ong the  afflicted  people 
donated  by  Switzerland 


Red  Cross  in  the  provinces 
of  Balkh  Fariab,  and  Bad- 

ghis. 

g.  The  Afghan  Red  Cres- 
cent Society  during  its 
special  week  this  year, 
distributed  clothes,  blanke- 
ts, shoes,  stationarsT,  books 
and  medicines  to  the  de- 
serving prison  inmates,  ho- 
spital patients  and  school 
students.  The  aid  was  wor- 
th afs.  5,404,237. 

ARCS  LOTTERY: 
ARCS  sells  lottery  tick- 
ets in  different  cities  and 
the  money  collected  from 
it  is  used  on  philanthropic 


z\RCS  representative  presenting  medicines  to  the  representative  of  Jamhour- 
iat  Hospital. 


activities.  The  lottery  ag- 
ents are  usually  poor  and 
disabled  people  who  ma- 
ke their  living  by  selling 
lottery  tickets. 

The  lottery  commission 
agents  make  a  good  living 
through  this  business.  Th- 
ere are  a  total  of  750  ag- 
ents throughout  the  coun- 
try of  which  110  are  in 
the  provinces  and  the  rest 
in  the  centre.  During  the 
last  one  year  raffling  was 
done  22  times. 

Health  Services:  On  the 
occasion  of  the  special 
Red  Crescent  Society  we- 
ek last  year  the  Society 
provided  assistance  worth 
more  than  528,870  afs.  to 


12  health  institutions  and 
hospitals. 

2.  On  the     occasion  of 

the  International  Red  Cr- 
oss League  Day  the  Soci- 
ety provided  assistance 
worth  afs.  268,737  to  Public 
Health  Ministry  hospitals, 
hospitals  of  the  Military 
and  Prison  health  centres. 

3.  The  Society  provided 
11  items  of  medicines  to 
poor  and  needy  patients  in 
the  House  of  Destitutes. 
The  aid  was  worth  3,947 
afs. 

4.  The  Society  also  pro- 
vided 72  items  of  medicin- 
es worth  afs.  2,537  for  the 
House  of  Destitute. 

5.  For  poor  patients  in 
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ARCS     representative  giving  aid  to  a  woman  priso'ner  in  Kabul. 


Nader  Shah  Hospital  med- 
icines worth  27,500  afs 
were  provided. 

6.  More  than  300  bottles 
of  liquid  plasma  was  pr- 
ovided to  the  Public  Hea- 
lth Ministry  for  poor  and 
needy  wotth  409,200  ais. 

7.  The  Society  donated 
19  items  of  medicines  wo- 
th  afs.  106,664  to  the  400 
bed  military  hospital  in 
Wazir  Akbar  Khan. 

8.  Medicines  worth  31.- 
774  afs.  were  given  free 
to  431  persons  from  the 
depots  of  the  ARCS. 

9.  The  Society  bought 
medicines  worth  4,553  afs 
for  six  persons  from  the 
market. 

First  Aid  Centres:  Dur- 
ing the  past  one  year  a 
total  of  245,083  persons 
were  given  first  aid  and 
injections  at  15  First  Aid 
Centres  and  Hazrat  Imam 
woleswali  hospital  of  the 
ARCS  throughout  the  co- 
untry. The  15  first  aid  ce- 
ntres of  the  ARCS  are 
in  Kabul  —  Karte  Parw- 
an,  Khairhana  Mena,  De- 
hbori,  Chaman,  Nangarh- 
ar,  Nouristan,  Kunduz.  Ba- 
Ikh,  Ghazni,  Kandahar, 
Helmand,  Herat,  Takhtar 
and  Ghor.  The  centres  run 
24  hours. 

The  Society  also  provid- 
ed medical  aid  worth  425,- 
457  afs  to  the  poor  patien- 
ts of  different!  hospitals  of 
Ministry  of  Public  Health, 
Ministry  of  Higher  Educ- 
ation, Ministry  of  Interior, 
Ministry  of  Defence,  atid 

Reformatory  Education, 


and  schools  of  Kabul. 

Through  its  Foreign  Li- 
aison office  the  ARCS  ma- 
intains links  with  the  Int- 
ernational League  of  Red 
Cross,  in  Geneva  which  is 
one  of  the  biggest  philan- 
thropic organisation  in 
the  world,  and  includes 
Red  Cross,  Red  Sun  and 
Lion  and  Red  Crescent. 
The  ARCS  though  its  Lia- 
ison Office  also  maintains 
contacts  with  its  123  mem- 
bers of  the  International 
Red  Cross,  Crescent  and 
Red  Sun  and  Lion  organi- 
sation. It  also  maintains 
contact  with  its  sisiter  or- 
ganisation for  mutual  aid 
flow  during  an  emergen- 
cy. 

The  Liaison  Office  dur- 
ing the  past  year  cabled 
24  sympathy  messages  to 
its  sisiter  organisation  on 
the  occasion  of  natural 
and  man  made  catastrophes. 
The  Society  received  aid 
more  than  66,000  dollars 
from  sisiter  organisation 
for  construction  of  first 
aid  centres  in  Salang,  Ba- 
mian  and  Kamo. 

A  printing  press  for  pri- 
nting of  ARCS  publicat- 
ions will  be  built  in  Kabul 
with  the  aid  of  the  Inter- 
national Red  Cross  Leag- 
ue. 

The  Liaison  Offiice  con- 
tinues disussions  for  Red 
Cross  Leagues  aid  for  the 
construction  of  regional 
depots  projects  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Herat  (  Kandah- 
ar, Balkh,  Kunduz,  and 
Nangarhar. 
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Some  clothes,  medicines 
and  wheat  has  been  recei- 
ved by  ARCS  from  sister 

organisation  as  philanthr- 
opic assistance. 

The  ARCS  delegations 
during  the  past  year  att- 
ended conferences  and 
seminars  in  Tndia,  Turk- 
ey, Soviet  Union,  Yugos- 
lavia and  Rumania. 

The  ARCS  also  sent 
more  than  1,000  dollars  in 
aid  to  flood  and  earthqu- 
ake victims  in  Chad,  Tur- 
key and  Lebanon. 

Compared  with  its  sister 
organisation  in  other  cou- 
ntries the  Afghan  Red 
Crescent  Society  is  relati- 
vely young  and  lias  little 
experience.  Its  progress  in 
its  short  span  of  life  has 
been  phenomenal,  but 
a  review  of  its  performa- 
nce, capacities,  and  resou- 
rces, readily  lead  to  the 
conclusion  that  much  re- 
mains to  be  done  for  Its 
viability  and  dependabil- 
ity. 

The  Society  was  establi- 
shed in  1930  with  little  fu- 
nds. Its  charter:  was  draf- 
ted in  1952  and  interna- 
tional aid  was  attracted. 
It  obtained  its  legal  sta- 
tus and  name  in  1952 
and  was  officially  -  reco- 
gnised. ARCS  joined  the 
International  League  of 
Red  Cross,  Red  Crescent 
and  Red  Sun.  And  Lion 
organisation  on  23  July 
1954  as  73rd  member. 


The  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan 
Mohammad  Daoud  is  the 
patron  of  ARCS  and  the 
Society  has  a  Secretary 
General  at  its  head.  The 
Society  also  publishes  a 
weekly  titled  "Red  Cresc- 
ent" in  Dari,  Pashtu  and 
English. 

It  goes  without  saying 
that  both  monetary  and 
material  support  given  by 
the  peopel  and  governm- 
ent and  non— government- 
al organisations  should 
be  of  ongoing  nature.  It 
is  not  sufficient  that  we 
keep  the  organisation  a 
week  a  year  in  the  focus 
of  public  opinion,  and, 
then  forget  about  it  or 
nearly  so,  for  another  51 
weeks. 

Social  Welfare 
Organisation 
of  Marastoon 

The  Social  Welfare  Or- 
ganisation of  Marastoon 
began  in  1930,  second  year 
of  the  reign  of  His  Majesty 
late  King  Mohammad  Nad- 
er Shah,  and  it  was  called 
'Darulaitam  Naderf  (Nade- 
ri  Orphanage)  provid- 
ing boarding  and  lodging 
to  112  orphans  who  had  lost 
their  parents  in  the  war  for 
salvation  of  the  country. 

With  the  passage  of  time 
the  organisation  went  thro- 
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ugh  different  stage  of  deve- 
lopment under  different  go- 
vernmental organisations 
such  as  Kabul  Municipali- 
ty, Finance  Ministry  and  Pr- 
ime Ministry. 

Due  to  proximity  in  scope 
of  activities  and  operations 
the  Marastoon  was  merged 
with  the  Afghan  Red  Cresc- 
ent Society  in  1964,  and  sin- 
ce then  the  organisation  has 
developed  and  was  ren- 
amed as  Social  Welfare  Or- 
ganisation of  Marastoon  and 
still  renders  humanitarian 
services  under  the  same 
name. 

The  Social  Welfare  Orga- 
nisation of  Marastoon  whi- 
ch is  a  section  of  Afghan 
Red  Crescent  Society  rend- 
ering social  services  has  an 
annual  budget  of  Afs.  18 
million.  It  is  through  this 
organisation  that  ARCS  rel- 
ief supplies  and  aids  are  co- 
nstantly funneled  to  the  pe- 
ople living  in  the  Marasto- 
on, and  other  destitute  pe- 
ople such  as  orphans,  the 
needy  destitutes,  the  poors, 
the  physically  disabled,  po- 
or families  and  those  who 
cannot  support  their  famil- 
ies. 

The  Social  Welfare  Orga- 
nisation of  Marastoon  runs 
several  small  industrial  br- 
anches such  as  lapidary,  ca- 
rpentary^  and  furnitures, 
engraving,  shoe  making, 
tailoring,  embroidery,  tin- 
smith and  miniature. 

1 —  Lapidary  plant:  Un- 
der the  guidance  of  a  skill- 
ed  and  experienced  teacher, 
26  students  are  engaged 
working  in  the  plant.  The 


students  produce  ashtrays, 
fruit  bowls,  plates,  and  mo- 
saic articles  from  marbles. 
2.  The  carpentary  and  furn- 
iture shop:  In  this  shop  52 
apprentices  are  working  un- 
der the  guidance  of  three 
teachers.  They  make  doors, 
windows,  frames,  house  fu- 
rnitures and  other  wood  wo- 
rks. 

3 —  Engraving  plant:  Un- 
der the  guidance  of  an  ex- 
perienced teacher  the  engra- 
ving and  wood  cutting  are 
being  carried  out  by  ten  ap- 
prentices and  every  year  a 
number  of  decorative  artkl- 
es  are  made  at  the  plant 

and  marketed. 

4.  Shoe  making  plant:  For- 
ty two  students  are  working 
at  this  plant  under  the 
guidance  of  a  teacher.  They 
produce  shoes  for  the  resi- 
dents and  students  of  Mar- 
astoon. Some  outside  orde- 
rs are  also  being  accepted, 
said  a  source  of  the  Maras- 
toon. 

5.  Tayloring  shop  :  Under 
supervision  of  three  teach- 
ers, 44  male  and  female  st- 
udents are  busy  working  at 
the  plant.  The  plant  prepa- 
res clothing  for  the  reside- 
nts of  the  Marastoon  and 
nurseries  and  the  annual 
turnout  reaches  to  5,000. 

6.  Tin-smith  plant:  A  nu- 
mber of  apprentices  work- 
ing under  the  supervision  of 
two  teachers  are  making 
the  articles  neede^  by  the 
Marastoon  such  as  water — 
spray,  bucket,  wood  and 
saw — dust  stoves  and  also 
accepts  outside  orders. 

7.  The  Miniature  plant  The 
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students  at  the  plant  learn 
the  mi'aiature  art,  under 
the  guidance  of  an  art  tea- 
cher, which  is  an  ancient 
art  of  the  country.  The  stu- 
dents are  enrolled  i^i  the 
plant  after  talent  test  and 
so  far  they  have  turned  out 
attractive  pieces. 
8.  The  embroidery  section: 
Twenty  two  students  are 
workitig  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  two  women  teachers 
and  learn  tayloring  and  3ti- 
ching  of  table-tops,  men  and 
women  shirts,  courses  etc. 
At  the  knitting  section  of 
the  plant  some  12  students 
are  working  under  the  guid- 
ance of  a  teacher  where  th- 
ey knit  variety  of  woolen 
wares. 

The  Marastoon  has  well 
equipped  hospital  which  re- 
nders needed  public  health 
services.  The  hospital  with 
six  bed  rooms  for  patients 
is  meant  for  boarders  of  the 
Marsatoon. 

The  16 — bed  hospital  is 
run  by  a  six  member  staff. 

The  number  of  personnel 
of  Marastoon,  administrat- 
ive, employees  and  wage  ea- 
rners reaches  to  279  and 
some  101  are  working  in 
different  plants  of  the  org- 
anisation, added  the  source. 


As  is  now  a  total  of  865 
needy  and  deserving  people 
are  housed  at  Kabul  Marast- 
oon of  which  450  are  childr- 
en, taken  care  at  the  nurs- 
eries, kindergartens,  and 
boarding  schools  and  forty 
families  with  156  members. 
The  physically  and  mental- 
ly disabled  persons  taken 
care  by  Marastoon  reaches 
to  259,  said  the  source. 

The  three  time  meals  pr- 
ovided for  the  residents  of 
Marastoon  is  nutritious. 

The  students  of  Marasto- 
on spend  their  time 
at  one  of  the  industrial  pla- 
nts where  they  learn  some 
crafts  and  trades.  In  order 
to  encourage  the  Marastoon 
students  to  learn  a  craft 
they  are  also  paid  a  month- 
ly salary,  added  the  source. 

The  Marastoon  of  Kabul 
covers  an  area  of  456  jeribs 
of  land  and  a  new  and  mo- 
dern annexe  is  near  comp- 
letion in  the  premises  of 
Marastoon,  said  the  source. 

The  new  building  project 
for  Marastoon  will  provide 
added  facilities  for  the  tr- 
aining as  it  will  include  a 
library,  cultural  center  cin- 
ema, boarding  and  lodging 
and  other  needed  ameniti- 
es, added  the  source. 
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Afghan  Olympic 
Committee 


The  first  modern  Olympic 
Games  were  organised  in 
1896  in  Greece  with  the  par- 
ticipation Of  athletes  from 
five  continents.  Afghanistan 
as  an  independent  and  free 
country  joined  the  world 
Olympic  movement  in  1933. 

A  new  era  dawned  hi  the 
sports  history  of  Afghanist- 
an in  1956  when  Afghan 
sportsmen  participated  for 
the  first  time  in  the  Olympic 
games.  Since  then  the  co- 
untry has  been  taking  part 
in  the  games  organised  un- 
der the  patronage  of  Inter- 
national Olympic  Committee 
(IOC),  held  every  four  ye- 
ars. Today,  Afghanistan  is 
a  permanent  member  of 
the  IOC  a'nd  has  the  privi- 
lege of  membership  in  all 
the  different  federations  in 
the  framework  of  IOC.  As  a 
member  of  the  Asian  Ga- 
mes Committee  Aghanistan 
also  takes  part  in  Asian  Ga- 
mes held  regularly  every 
four  years. 

Sports  and  physical  train- 
ing, is  deeply  rooted  in  Af- 
i^han  history.  The  folk  ta- 
les and  ancient  stories  sp- 
eak of  valour  and  courage 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
part  of  the  world.  Fortuna- 
tely   modern  Afghanistan 


lias  maintained  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  past  and  today 
the  ancient  game  of  Buzka- 
shi  draws  standing  ovation 
from  all  nationalities  who 
happen  to  see  the  game  eit- 
her on  the  ground  or  on  the 
screen. 

In  the  days  gone  bye  the 
Aryans  tamed  and  reared 
riding  horses.  These  were 
highbred  stallions  and  we- 
re both  handsome  and  str- 
ong. The  Afghan  history  is 
witness  to  the  high  devotion 
of  Aryans  to  the  horses  and 
horse  breeding. 

The  epic  and  temaracious 
Buzkashi  game  has  been 
recognised  throughout  the 
world  as  the  most  daring 
and  impetuous.  It  has  capi- 
tulated the  attention  of  all. 
Its  umbelical  cord  is  trac- 
ed to  the  brave  and  energe- 
tic Aryans  who  were  the 
master  of  this  sport,  and 
also  of  bows  and  arrows, 
horsemanship,  javeline  th- 
rowing from  horseback,  th- 
rowing stone  (modern  shot 
put),  mountaineering,  swi- 
mming and  many  others. 

With  the  invention  of  the 
Hiodern  education  system 
sport  was  also  revolutionis- 
ed. With  the  establishment 
of  Habibia  High    School  sp- 
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oris  were  included  in  the 
syllabus  of  every  class.  Du- 
ring the  Araa'ni  period  sp- 
orts further  got  a  shot  in 
the  arm.  Football,  volley- 
ball cricket,  hockey  and 
tennis  were  introduced  in 
the  country. 

When  late  Nadir  Shah  as- 
cended the  throne  sports 
training  got  all  acceleration 
and  were  regularly  taught  in 
the  schools.  During  the  pr- 
emiership of  late  Shah  Mah- 
m^^ud  Ghazi  first  ever  offi- 
cial tournament  was  held 
between  different  schools 
of  the^country.  In  1934  a 
separate  sports  department 
was  created  in  the  frame- 
work of  the  Ministry  of  Ed- 
ucation. 

With  the  increase  ir  ,he 
colleges  of  the  university 
and  their  sports  activity  the 
University    Sports  Commit 
tee  was  established.  Simul- 
taneously the  sports  depa- 
rtment in  the    Military  Ac- 
ademy and  Ministry  of  De- 
fence also  sprang  up  there- 
by givi'ng  a  momentum  to 
the  sports  activities  in  Afg- 
hanistan. A  Sports  Commit- 
tee was  also  created  in  the 
Police  Academy.  Sports  and 
sports  development    saw  in- 
termittent ups  and  downs 
and  services  rendered  to  sp- 
orts development    in  late 
Shah  Mahmoud    Ghazi's  pe- 
riod can  be  taken  as  a  mile- 
stone in  augmenting  sports 
activities  in  Afghanistan. 

Fundamental  innovation 
in  sports  activities  in  Afgh- 
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anistan : 

With  the  onset  of  the  Re- 
publican regime  in  the  co- 
untry, directions  were  issu- 
ed  to  the  Olympic  Commit- 
tee of  Afghanistan  to  revive 
the  activities  of  the  comm- 
ittee from  the  national  po- 
int of  view,  and  to  infuse 
fresh  blood  in  it  to  guarantee 
its  effectiveness.  A  special 
department  is  assinged  to 
draft  general  plan  for  acti- 
vities, development  and  ex- 
pansion of  sports  in  the 
centre  as  well  as  the  prov- 
inces. 

The  Government  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  has 
spent     considerable  sums 
on  this  project  which  has 
been  a  long  standing  dream 
of  our  young  sportsmen. 
The  measure  is  considered 
as  an  important  step  in  the 
development  and  expansion 
of  sports  in  the  country. 

Similarly  for  the  develop- 
ment of  federations  the 
charter  for  the  functioning 
of  the  independent  clubs 
has  been  prepared  and  af- 
ter the  circumspection  of 
the  Ministry  of  Justice  has 
been  submitted  to  the  an' 
oritative  sources.  It  is  hop- 
ed that  with  the  implemen- 
tation of  charter  and  with 
the  enforcement  of  the  in- 
dependent sports  club  ch- 
arter a  positive  impact  will 
be  made  on  sports  develop- 
ment in  the  country. 

The  Olympic  Committee 
also  provides    suitable  ref- 


leshments  to  the  sportsm- 
en after  every  training  ses- 
sion. Tlie  Afghan  Olympic 
Committee  toils  ceaselessly 
to  provide  more  and  more 
facilities  for  holding  of  ga- 
mes and  tournaments  in 
Kabul. 

Ghazi  Stadium  was  for 
the  first  time  equipped  v^ith 
floO(i  lights,  to  illuminate 
the  stadium  at  night,  after 
the  Republican  order  in 
the  country.  Competitions 
are  now  also  held  at  nights 
making  the  maximum  use 
of  the  space  and  time.  Si- 
milarly the  seating  capaci- 
ty Of  the  stadium  was  also 
increased.  With  the  discov- 
ery on  one  side  of  the  stad- 
ium it  was  rebuilt  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Ministry 
of  Public  Works,  aiid  gov^ 
ernment  construction  units. 
The  capacity  of  the  pavilion 
of  the  stadium  was  also  in- 
creased and  redecorated. 
Amendments  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  Olympic  Depart- 
ment were  also  made  and 
now  added  facilities  for  the 
sportsmen  and  the  spectators 
have  been  provided. 

Internationalising  local 
tournaments : 

With  the  celebration  of 
the  first  anniversary  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  a 
new  era  dawned  in  the  hist- 
ory of  sports  in  Afghanist- 
an. Tournaments  held  in 
Kabul  during  the  anniversa- 
ry celebrations  were  given 
international  colour.  A  nu- 
mber of  different  teams  we- 


re invited  from  friendly  co- 
untries to  partake  in  the  co- 
mpetition along  with  local 
teams. 

Today    regularly  teams 
from  friendly    countries  vi- 
sit Afghanistan    round  the 
year,     particularly  during 
the  Jashen  celebrations. 

This  year  sports  tournam- 
jnts  were  held  throughout 
,he  year  and  the  Afghan 
National  Olympic  Commit- 
tee ^ANOC)  was  busy  all- 
rou.id  the  year. 

During  the  Jashen  celeb- 
rations, competitions  were 
held  in  a  number  of  sport 
items.  According  to  the  pro- 
gram of  ANOC  the  football 
teams  from  Soviet  Union, 
India,  Iran  and  Pakistan 
and  the  Kabul  Youth  and 
Kabul  Selected  also  took 
part  in  the  Jamhouriat  Cup 
tournament.  The  Soviet 
team  won  the  championship. 

The  wrestling  tourney 
was  competed  by  Japan, 
South  Korea,  Soviet  Union, 
Pakistan,  Iraq  and  Libyan 
grapplers.  A  large  number 
of  Afghan  wrestlers  had 
also  taken  part  in  the  tour- 
nament. The  Pakistan  hoc- 
key team  also  came  to  Ka- 
bul to  partake  in  the  hock- 
ey tournament.  The  Jashen 
basketball  tournament  was 
attended  by  the  local  teams 
only. 

Competitions    were  also 
held  in  tent-pegging  and 
other  local  games.  The  Ja- 
shen games  were  w^atched 
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by  more  than  30,000  people 
daily. 

Following  is  in  brief  the 
chronology    of    ANOC  acti- 
vities during  the  Afghan 
year  1356  (1977-78). 

1.  On  first  ot  Hamal  a 
15-member  Afghan  wrest- 
ling team  left  for  a  warm- 
ing-up tour  in  preparation 
oi  the  Asian  cup  tournam- 
ent in  May  1977  in  Iraq. 
Wrestlers  between  48  kg 
weight  to  82  kg.  weight  we- 
re selected  to  go. 

Afghan  wrestlers  fought 
a  number  of  bouts  against 
Soviet  grapplers. 

2.  On  5th  Hamal  1356 
the  spring  Buzkashi  tourna- 
ment were  held  in  Kunduz 
With  the  participation  of 
Kunduz,  Samangan,  Takh- 
ar  and  Baghlan.  The  games 
were  played  at  the  Kunduz 
Buzakshi  ground. 

3.  On  24th  Hamal  the  Af- 
ghan youth  football  team 
left  for  Tehran  to  participate 
in  the  19th  Asian  youth 
football  tournament  and 
played  there  against  Singa- 
pore, Iraq  alad  Iran. 

4.  On  28th  Hamal  a  wrest- 
ling selection  tournament 
was  held  in  Kabul  to  select 
an  Afghan  team  for  the  fo- 
urth international  wrestling 
tournament  in  Iraq.  From 
86  wrestlers  who  took  part 
in  48,  52,  57,  62,  68,  74,  and 
82  kg.  weights  nine  wrest- 
lers were  selected  and  sent 
to  Iraq.  The  Afghan  wrest- 
lers brought  home  five  gold 
medals  and  two  silver  med- 


als from  Iraq. 

5.  On  the  first  of  Saur 
the  youth  wrestling  tourna- 
ment was  held  rn  Kabul 
youths  under  20.  The  wrest- 
lers entered  in  eight  weights 
and  the  winner  of  each 
class  was  given  a  cup  and 
other  prizes. 

6.  On  31  Saur  the  A  divi- 
sion football  tournament  be- 
gan at  mihtary  grounds 
with  the  participation  of 
Military  Club  Team,  Educa- 
tion, Police  Academy  and 
Maiwand  Club  of  Kandah- 
ar. The  Mihtary  Club  won 
the  championship  cup  and 
Police  Academy  were  runn- 
ers up. 

7.  On  Jauza  14  the  open 
men  and  women  badminton 
tournament  wag  held  at  Po- 
lytechnic Gymnasium  in 
which  28  players  had  parti- 
cipated. At  the  end  of  the 
tournament  prizes  were  dis- 
tributed in  mixed  doubles, 
doubles  and  singles  winn- 
ers. Eighteen  men  and  10 
women  had  entered  the 
tournament. 

8.  On  19  Jauza  football, 
volleyball  and  basketball 
teams  from   Pakistan  visit- 
ed Kabul  and   played  aga- 
inst local  sides  at  University 
Gymnasium  and    Ghazi  Sta- 
dium. The    Pakistan  team 
visited  Kabul  at  the  in  vita 
tion  of  ANOC. 

9.  The  Kabul  A  and  Selec- 
tion tournament  started  on 
17th  Jauza  and  ten  A  div- 
ision teams  participated  in 
the  selection  trials  after  wh- 
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ich  the  two  teams  were 
announced. 

10.  On  10th    of  Saratan 
the  Kabul— A  team  left  for 
Soviet  Union  to  play  a  ser- 
ies of  warm  up  matches  ag- 
ainst Soviet  sides. 

11.  In  the  month  of  Sara- 
tan  a  volleyball  trainer  visi- 
ted Kabul  to  give  a  series 
of  lectures  and  practical 
training  to  the  volleyball 
teams. 

12.  On  17th  Of  Saratan  a 
hockey  team  was  selected 
to  participate  at  the  Jashen 
games. 

13.  On  26th  Saratan  the 
fourth  Republican  Jashen 
tournament  began  with  the 
participation  of  Soviet  Un- 
ion, Iran,  Pakistan,  India 
in  football,  Pakistan,  Soviet 
Union,  Iran,  South  Korea, 
Japan  and  Libya  in  wrestl- 
ing and    Pakistan  hockey 
team  in  hockey  tournament. 
The     tournaments  lasted 
for     ten     days.  Besides 
the  aforementioned  games 
te'nt-pegging     and  kite  fly- 
ing competitions  were  also 
held. 

14.  On  17  Assad  a  hockey 
team  left  for  Soviet  Union 
to  play  a  series  of  matches 
there. 

15.  On  the  invitation  of 
Bulgaria  an  Afghan  tennis 
player  and  the  ANOC  act- 
ing chief  left  for  that  coun- 
try to  participate  at  the  Uni- 
versal Games.  58  countr- 
ies took  part  in  the  Univer- 
sal games. 

16.  On  28th  Sunbula  an 


international  basketball  tra- 
iner came  to  Kabul  and  held 
a  series  of  lectures  and  tra- 
ining sessions  for  Afghan 
basketballers.  The  trainer 
visited  Kabul  at  the  invita- 
tion of  ANOC. 

17.  At  the  invitation  of 
ANOC  a  Soviet  boxing  trai- 
ner visited  Kabul  on  10th 
of  training  sessions  for  the 
boxers. 

18.  On  14th  Mizan  the 
first  round  of  junior  wrest- 
li'i'ig  tournament  between 
the  age  group  of  12-13  was 
held  in  Kabul  and  118  wre- 
stlers participated  in  it.  The 
competition  was  held  bet- 
ween 32-77  kilograms  wei- 
ght. 

19.  On  16th  Mizan  the 
B  group  football  tournam- 
ent began  with  the  parti- 
cipation of  nine  teams  in 
two  groups  on  league  basis. 
The  winners  and  the  first 
two  runners  were  given  aw- 
ay prizes. 

20.  On  21st  Mizan  the  se- 
cond round  Of  juniors  wres- 
tling tournament  began 
for  the  14-15  age  group.  87 
wrestlers  contested  the  tour- 
ney between  32-77  kilog- 
rams. 

21.  On  28th  Mizan  the 
third  round  of  juniors  wres- 
tling tournament  w^as  held 
from  45  to  100  kg.  weight, 
for  16-17  and  18-19  age 
group.  92  wrestlers  from 
allover  the  country  parti- 
cipated in  the  contest. 

22.  On  29th  Mizan  a  sev- 
en-member tennis  team  left 
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tor  Soviet  Union  to  learn 
'new  methods  and  rules  in 
tennis.  The  Afghan  team 
returned  after  a  successful 
tour  Of  the  country. 

23.  On  first  of  Aqrab  a 
Grand  Buzkashi  tournament 
began  in  Kabul  with  the 
participation  of  ten  buzkashi 
teams  from    Balkh,  Jauz- 
jan,  Kunduz,  Sama'ngan,  Ta- 
khar,  Parwan,   Bamian,  Far- 
lab,  Baghlan  and  Badakhsh- 
an.'  The    Tournament  was 
divided  into  two   groups  A 
and  B.  The  Jauzjan  won  the 
A  divisio'n  tournament  and 
the  Takhar  team  the  B  divi- 
sion tournament.    The  Pre- 
sident of  the  Republic  and 
the  National  Leader  Moha- 
mmad    Daoud  presented 
the  championship    cup  to 
the  captain  of  the  Jauzjan 
team  at  Ghazi    stadium  im- 
mediately after  the  finals 
ended. 

24.  On  eighth  Aqrab  box- 
ing tournament  was  held  at 


Polytechnic  Gymnasium  and 
15  winners  of  the  15  classes 
were  given  the  medals  and 
cups. 

25.  From  first  of  Hamal 
to  15th  Aqrab  1356  the 
ANOC  received  approxima- 
tely four  million  afghanis 
in  gate  receipts  from  sale 
of  tickets  for  different  tou- 
rnaments held  at  the  Ghazi 
Stadium. 

The  income  of  the  Olym- 
pic Department  has  risen 
as  a  result  of  administrative 
reforms  and  better  progra- 
mming of  sports  competiti- 
tions. 

Summing  up  the  sports 
activities  in  the  country 
during  the  past  year  we  find 
a  satisfactory  progress  in 
all  sport  fronts.  By  the  end 
Of  the  Seven  Year  Plan  of 
the  state  much  more  deve- 
lopment will  have  been  ma- 
de in  the  sports  arena  of 
the  country  as  in  all  other 
fields. 
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President  of  the  Repub  lie  Mohammad  Daoud  receiving  one  of  the  heads  of 
Buzkashi  teams  at  Ghazi  Stadium  on  Nov.  2,  1977. 


National  Defence  Minister  Gen.  Ghulam  Haidar  Rasuli  presenting  a  cup  to  one 
of  the  sportsmen     of  the  armed  forces  of  the  Republic  on  Sept.  22,  1977. 


AAA  and  Tourism 


AFGHAN  AIR  AUTHORITY 
The  Afghan  Air  Authority 
(AAA)  and  Tourism  has  ren- 
ered  commendable  services 
since  its  establishment.  The 
Authority  has  to  its  credit 
expansion  and  modernisati- 
on of  Af.£[han  civil  aviation 
both  domestically    and  int- 
ernationally. The  Authority 
has  constructed  a  number 
of  new  airports  throughout 
Afghanistan  and  also  flight 
control  and  meteorological 
centres.  It  has  provided  the 
much  needed  security  to  fli- 
ghts crossing  in   Afghan  air 
space. 

The  AAA  has  been  rend- 
ering useful  cooperation  to 
all  governmental  organisa- 
tion by  providing  them  in- 
formation on  weather  con- 
ditions, which  helps  to  a 
great  deal  in  the  survey  a'nd 
construction  of  new  proj- 
ects. The  following  is  in 
brief  the  resume  of  activit- 
ies of  AAA  performed  dur- 
ing the  last  year: 

A.  Flight  Information 

Centre : 

The  construction  on  this 
buildrng  which  had  started 
in  1354  was  completed  in 
lov55.  The  building  consists 
of  the  following  three  cen- 
tres : 


1.  Air  Traffic  Operation 
and  Communication  Centre 
is  housed  in  a  two  story  bu- 
ilding a'nd  consists  of  com- 
munication offices  and  roo- 
ms for  technical  staff.  The 
communication  plant,  which 
restores  direct  radio-telep- 
hone contact  with  the  flights 
in  Afghan  airspace,  has 
been  installed  by  Philips 
Company.  The  Centre  has 
radio — telephone  links  wi- 
th the  air  traffic  centres  in 
Tehran,  Karachi  and  Dosh- 
anbe  and  teletype  links 
with  Delhi,  Tashkent,  Teh- 
rati,  Lahore,  and  Armchi  in 
People's  Republic  of  China. 

2.  The  Transmission  cen- 
tre is  built  in  one  story  be- 
hind the  Kabul  airport  cus- 
tom house  and  has  a  stand- 
by power  generator  and  a 
transmission  plant. 

3.  The  Recei\ang  Centre  is 
also  housed  in  a  one  story 
building  to  the  west  of  the 
Kabul  International  Airp- 
ort. It  is  also  well  equipped 
and  its  antennas  expand  to 
300  by  300  meter  area.  It 
also  had  a  reserve  power  ge- 
nerator. All  the  three  cent- 
res were  pressed  into  servi- 
ce in  the  first  month  of 
the  current  Afghan  year. 
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B.  Logar  International 
Airport : 

The  technical  and  econo- 
mic feasibility  study  on  Lo- 
gar airport  has  been  comp- 
leted and  is  being  built  kee- 
ping in  view  the  limited 
services  the  Kabul  airport 
can  provide.  The  constructi- 
on of  the  airport  will  begin 
after  the  financial  sources 
have  been  established.  The 
plan  has  been  checked  by 
the  Board  of  Economists  and 
has  bee/n  approved  by  the 
Cabinet  and  endorsed  by 
the  President  of  the  Repub- 
lic. Efforts  are  underway 
for  finding  financial  sour- 
ces and  contacts  have  been 
made  with  World  Bank,  Ca- 
nadian International  Aid 
Agency,  Islamic  Developm- 
ent Bank  and  some  other 
sources. 

C.  Local  airport  in  the 
northern  region: 

The  agreement  for  survey 
of  the  construction  of  dom- 
estic airports  in  the  north- 
ren  provinces  was  signed 
with  Soviet  Union  in  1355. 
The  survey  has  been  comp- 
leted and  the  reports  are 
under  study  and  analysis. 
The  construction  of  some 
of  the  local  airports  has 
already  started  in  the  north- 
ren  provinces  by  the  engin- 
eers and  other  technical 
staff  Of  the  Afghan  Air  Au- 
thority. 

D.  Civil  Aviation  Facilities: 
The  project  for  providing 
civil  aviation    facilities  whi- 
ich  is  a  part  of  the  Seven 


Year  Development  Plan  of 
the  Republic  of  Afghanistan 
covers  building  of  flight  co- 
ntrol and  guidance  centres 
to  be  established  in  a  num- 
ber of  airports  of  the  coun- 
try. The  project  is  under  im- 
plementation. 

Installing  of  air  control 
station  for  VOR  aircrafts  in 
Dilaram  and  another  plant 
on  Asmai  hill  for  Duplai 
planes  is  underway.  Accord- 
ing to  the  plan.  The  docu- 
ments for  offers  required 
were  prepared  and  sent  to 
various  companies  for  off- 
ers. Thus  the  AWA  Comp- 
any sent  its  experts  to  Ka- 
bul for  assessment  of  the 
project  and  later  submitted 
its  offers  which  were  appr- 
oved by  the  concerned  au- 
thorities and  the  agreement 
was  signed  with  the  afore- 
mentioned company. 

The  construction  work  on 
the  Dilaram  station  is  being 
carried  out  by  the  Afghan 
Air  Authority  itself  and  the 
building  and  its  annexes  are 
near  completion.  The  work 
on  Asmai  hill  station  is  be- 
ing done  by  Afghan  Constr- 
uction Unit.  The  work  is 
near  completion  on  both 
the  stations. 

E.  Emergency  plan  for  Ka- 
bul International  airport: 

An  emergency  plan  for 
Kabul  International  Airport 
at  the  time  of  calamities  has 
been  compiled  and  consists 
of  specific  procedures  for 
providing  guidance  and  con- 
trol during  the  time  of  any 
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emergency  which  may  be- 
fall tile  airport.  The  emer- 
gency plan  takes  every  care 
to  save  the  life  and  proper- 
ty of  the  passengers.  In  or- 
der to  further  train  fire 
fighting  personnel  40  grad- 
uates of  12th  grade  were 
trained  in  fire  fighting  in 
a  course  run  by  the  Afgh- 
an Air  Authority. 

F.  The  following  is  in  br- 
ief activities  performed  by 
AAA  in  different  fields  of 
action. 

1.  In  the  province  of  War- 
dak  Behsood,    Ghazni,  Wazi 
Khwa  Farah,    Multan  and 
Bakwa,  Herat,  Islam  Qala, 
Torghundi,  Jauzjan,  Sare 
Pul,  Carqeen,  Balkh,  Shor- 
tepa,  the  construction  of  me- 
teorological   stations  has 
been  completed  and  necess- 
ary equipment  has  been  ins- 
talled. 

Similarly,  the  construction 
work  on  Chaar  Bolak  stati- 
on in  Nemroz  and  Darah 
Panj  and  Banki  Qala  in 
Takhar  and  Zebak  in  Badak- 
hshan  province  has  also 
been  completed. 

2.  In  the  Institute  of  Me- 
teorology, departments  of 
border  meteorology,  agricu- 
lture, synopetics  hydrology, 
dynamic,  weather,  general 
meteorology  and  hydrology 
have  been  established  and 
have  begun  research  functi- 
on under  a  board  of  experts. 

4.  The  airology  stations 
(wind  radar)  have  been  eq- 
uipped and  have  begun  op- 
eration in    Kandahar  and 


Herat  under  VAP  program. 

5.  The  computer  plant 
has  also  began  operation. 

TOURISM : 

According  to  the  tou- 
rism law  which  was  promul- 
gated two  years  ago  the 
Afghan  Tourism  Departm- 
ent and  Afghan  Tourist  Or- 
ganisation are  two  bodies. 
The  former  is  a  state  body 
and  the  later  an  enterprise. 

The  Tourism  Law  which 
has  been  enforced  for  the 
first  time  in  the  country  af- 
ter the  establishment  of  the 
new  order  in  the  country 
clearly  defines  the  duties 
and  obligations  of  the  Tou- 
rism Department.  The  nev. 
law's  aims  and  objects  art 
to  boost  tourism  in  the  co 
untry  and  help  make  tourism 
the  most  prosperous  and 
hard  cash  earner. 

The  Afghan  Tourism  De- 
partment  is  assigned  to  ex- 
pand tourism  in  the  country, 
training  of  personnel,  com- 
pilation of  Master  Plan  for 
tourism  development  in  the 
country  and  to  further  in- 
troduce Afghanistan  in  the 
world  as  a  country  with  fa- 
bulous treasures  of  historic- 
al relics,  monuments  and  a 
country  with  most  impressi- 
ve scenic  beauty.  Afghanis- 
tan is  a  tourist  paradise  in 
terms  of  history,  culture, 
natural  beauty  and  hotel 
facilities. 

The  charter  governing 
the  hotels     and  travelling 
agencies  has  also  been  enf- 
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oiced  in  order  to  facilitate 
those  involved  in  tourism 
industry.  The  new  regulati- 
ons promulgated  on  as  pro- 
vided in  the  Tourism  Law 
give  a  chance  to  all  public 
and  private  organisations  to 
establish  travelling  agenc- 
ies and  hotels  for  serving 
the  tourists  coming  to  this 
part  of  the  world. 

On  the  basis  of  this  reg- 
ulations all  the  hotels  will 
be  categorised  into  six  ca- 
tegories as  o'ne  star,  two 
star,  three  stars,  four  star, 
five  star  and  motels.  Neces- 
sary action  will  be  taken  in 
this  regard  soon. 

The  permission  to  allow 
opening  of  travelling  agen- 
cies in  the  private  sector  is 
a  healthy  one  and  wil]  help 
increase  the  tourists  in  the 
country  and  will  also  give 
rise  to  competition.  It  will 
also  bring  into  circulation 
idle  money  which  is  either 
with  the  businessmen  or 
with  individuals,  thus  stre- 
ngthening the  economic  in- 
frastructure of  the  country. 
Private  transport  agencies 
will  also  come  up  in  the  pri- 
vate sector  as  provided  by 
the  new  charter. 

The  Afghan  Tourist  Org- 
anisation which  functions 
as  a  travelling  agency  has 
wide  ranging  contacts  with 
leading  world  travelling  ag- 
encies and  aims  for  bringing 
to  the  country  tourists  in 
groups  and  also  individuals. 


The  ATO   brings  thousands 
of  tourists  to  the  country 
every  year  and  looks  after 
their  hotel  reservation  and 
sightseeing  itinerary. 

The  Afghantour  or  ATO 
has  approximately  100  ve- 
hicles of  different  kinds  in- 
cluding buses,  cars,  jeeps, 
and  Landrovers.  These  are 
hired  to  tourists  either  co- 
ming in  groups  or  as  indiv- 
iduals to  Afghanistan.  ATO 
has  at  its  disposal  besides 
a  number  of  hotels,  the  ho- 
tel and  restaurant  of  Bam- 
ian,  Nuristan  and  Ski  Lodge 
in  Salang.  It  also  runs  spe- 
cial camps  at  six  points  in 
the  central  region  of  the 
country.  The  camps  provi- 
de all  kind  of  facilities  to 
the  tourists. 

On  the  basis  of  the  Seven 
Year  Plan  of  the  Republic 
of  Afghanistan  construction 
of  a  100  room  hotel  in  Bam- 
ian,  and  small  and  medium 
size  hotels  in  Chaghcharan 
Badakhshan,  Nuristan  and 
Kandahar,  is  planned.  The 
Seven  Year  Plan  of  the 
State  also  foresees  expan- 
sion of  the  fleet  of  cars  of 
Afghantour  and  also  pers- 
onnel. It  also  envisages  con- 
struction of  necessary  roads 
and  link  roads  to  important 
touristic  sites  in  the  coun- 
try. 

The  foreign  tourists  com- 
ing to  Afghanistan  can  be 
divided  into  two  categories. 
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The  first  consists  of  those 
coming  to  Afghanistan  for 
8—10  days  and  the  second 
coming  for  a  month  or  more 
than  this.  The  first  group 
of  tourists  see  Kabul,  Bam- 
ian,  Bande    Amir,  Mazare 
Sharif,     Balkh    Herat,  Gh- 
azni  and  Jalalabad.  As  th- 
ese tourists     have  a  very 
busy  itinerary  they  make 
use  of  domestic   airli'nes  th- 
at is  Bakhtar,  besides  the 
land  transport.  But  the  se- 
cond group  of   tourists  com- 
ing for  a  month  or  more 
than  it  besides    seeing  the 
above  spots  also  goes  to  the 
central     region,  Nuristan 
and  Badakhshan  and  makes 
extensive  use  of  land  trans- 
port. 

The  Government  of  the 
Republic  of  Afghanistan  ho- 
pes for  a  sound  developm- 
ent of  tourism  and  is  doing 
all  in  its  means  to  give  this 
industry  all  help  it  requires. 
The  Afghan  Tourism  Dep- 
artment is  the  member  of 
the  World    Tourism  Orga- 
nisation which  is  the  succ- 
essor Of  International  Un- 
ion of  Tourism  Offices  on 
specialised    organ    of  Unit- 
ed Nations.  The    World  To- 
urism body     also  renders 
help  to  member  organisa- 
tions for    development  of 
tourism  in  their  respective 
countries. 

The  Tourism  Department 
since  its  establishment  has 
published  a  number  of  gui- 
des on  Afghanistan  like  Ka- 
bul Guide,    General  guide 


on  Afghanistan,  Herat  Gui- 
de, Bamian  Guide,  Balkh  Gu- 
ide and  guide  on  Kabul  Mu- 
seum in  English  and  also  m 
French.  The    guide  books 
have  been     distributed  in 
bulks  all  over    the  world 
to  attract  tourists.  The  De- 
partment has  also  published 
posters,  post    cards  and  sli- 
des of    Afghan  sceneries 
and  historical  monuments 
and  distributed  them  for  to- 
urism promotion  in  foreign 
countries.  The  Department 
also  published  recently  bro- 
chures on  Afghanistan  in 
English,  German  and  French 
in  two  sizes  and  distributed 
them  to  important  places 
for  attraction  of  tourists. 

The  Afghantour  has  its 
agencies  in  Hotel  Intercon- 
tinental, Kabul,  Hotel  Ka- 
bul, Kabul  International 
Airport  and  also  in  Herat. 
These  agencies  render  all 
useful  cooperation  and  in- 
formation to  tourists  com- 
ing to  Afghanistan. 

The  Afghan  tourism  or- 
ganisation was  first  estabh- 
shed  in  1337  and  during  the 
first  year  that  is  1958  only 
462  tourists  visited  Afghan- 
istan but  within  12  years 
the  organisation  made  un- 
precedented development 
and  in  1970  more  than  100,- 
000  tourists  visited  our  co- 
untry. In  1975  more  than 
90,000  tourists  came  to  the 
country. 

The  places  of  origination 
of  tourists  coming  to  Afg- 
hanistan is  usually  United 
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states  and  Europe.  East  As- 
ia and  South  Asia  are  also 
potential  tourist  areas,  who 
can  be  easily  lured  to  come 
to  Afghanistan  with  little 
added  efforts. 

Since  the  last  few  years 
a  sizable  number  of  Japan- 
ese tourists  are  also  com- 
ing to  Afghanistan  and  their 
number  is  always  on  the 
rise. 


What  most  attracts  the 
tourists  to  Afghanistan  be- 
sides the  historical  monum- 
ents and  scenic  beauty  is 
the  Buzkashi  games,  which 
are  world  fames  a'nd  are  id- 
entified with  Afghanistan. 
Buzkashi  is  usually  held  in 
spring  and  autumn  seasons 
and  the  rush  of  tourists  is 
the  highest  at  these  two  ti- 
mes. 
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Cartography 


The  basic  tasks  of  the 
Cartography  Department  is 
as  follow: 

— Developing  and  expan- 
ding Of  geo-deisey  atid  car- 
tography services  for  diffe- 
rent purposes  for  govern- 
mental agencies,  from  the 
view  point  of  topography 
and  cartographical  maps; 

— Undertaking  of  survey 
and  statistics  of  lands; 

—Initiation  of  technical 
control  unit  system,  for  pre- 
cise execution  of  cartogra- 
phical services  for  govern- 
ment ministries  and  organi- 
sations; 

—Printing  of  specialised 
geographical  topography 
maps,  etc.  for  military  use; 

— SpecificatioTi  of  basic 
developmental  lines  for  car- 
tographic and  cadastral  ac- 
tivities; 

— Developing  of  topogra- 
phy and  geo-deisey  with  a 
coordinated  unit  system,  and 
heights;  and, 

— Concentrated  aerial  ph- 
otography of  geo-deisey  and 
cartography;  and  its  distri- 
butioti  to  the  related  mi- 
nistries for  their  use. 

The  fact  that  at  present 
there  are  few  scientific  ar- 
eas of  activitv  that  do  not 
use  geo-deisey  services.  For, 


in  all  engineering  and  cons- 
tructions, and  other  fields, 
geo-deseiy  services  ig  be- 
ing widely  used. 

Moreover,  on  conditions 
of  speedy  economic  deve- 
lopment, exploitation  activ- 
ities, project  making,  and 
also  in  construction  of  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  pro- 
jects, Of  most  areas  of  the 
country  maps  with  a  scale 
of  1/25,000  and  1/10,000 
and  large  even  larger  than 
that,  geo-deisey  control 
points  have  been  consider- 
ably increased. 

Before  the  inception  of 
the  Institute  of  Cartography 
all  the  areas  of  the  country 
were  fully  covered  with  ma- 
ps such  as  1/500,000  and 
1/100,000  or  smaller  sca- 
les. 

Such  small  scale  maps 
which  were  prepared  with 
a  limited  geo-deisey  points, 
could  not  be  reliably  utilis- 
ed for  precise  engineering 
services. 

Likewise,  geo-deisey  con- 
trol networks,  triangulation 
and  Neulman  systems  which 
could  render  the  ground  for 
preparation  of  large  scale 
maps  in  a  coordinated  unit 
system  for  height^  on  the 
basis  of  modern  requirem- 
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ents  did  not  exist. 

The  Cartography  and 
Cadastral  Institute  in  viw 
of  geo-deisey  and  cartogra- 
phical conditions  of  the  co- 
untry from  the  day  of  its 
i'nception  has  tried  its  level 
best  to  improve  and  increa- 
se cartographical  and  cad- 
astral services  in  the  coun- 
try. 


— Development  of  triang- 
ulation  networks  on  125 
square  km. 

—Developme'nt  of  Neul- 
man  networks  on  791  kilo- 
metres; 

—Preparation  of  topogra- 
phical maps  on  3/3  square 
kilometres;  and, 

—Cadastral  activities  on 
agricultural  lands  covering 
272  thousand  hectars. 


For  realisation  of  the  ab-       Since  the  seven  year  de- 
ove  objectives  the    general  velopment  plan  of  the  Re- 
directorate  of     engineering  publican     State  envisages 
was  estabhshed  in  the  fra-  huge  investment  in  consru- 
mework  of  Cartography  In-  ction  and  implementation  of 
stitute  and  that  the  region-  a  large  number  of  projects 
al  directorates  of     Takhar  in  the  fields  of  hydro-tech- 
and  Jauzjan  provinces  were  'nic,  energy,    industry,  agri- 
respectively       established  culture,  mines  and  trans- 
within  the    framework    of  portation,  etc.,  and  for  exe- 
Cadastral  Department,     all  cution  of  such  a  great  deve- 
of  which  are  making    good  lopment  programme  which 
headway  in  their  activities.  is  to  be  concurrently  imp- 
lemented  in  different  reg- 
Meanwhile.  added    perso-  ions  of  the     cou'ntry,  the 
nnel  were  assigned  in    the  need  is  felt  for  collection  of 
departments  of  design  and  materials    for  preparation 
photo-grametry  and  use    is  of  geo-deisey    and  cartogra- 
being  made  of  aerial  photos  phical  maps  at  the  scale  of 
in  preparation  of  maps    and  1/25,000  and  1/10,000  and 
plans.  These  sections    were  perhaps  larger  ones, 
also  supplied  with  newly  pu-       Therefore,  it  is  necessary 
rchased  materials  and    equ-  that  topo-geo-deisey  activi- 
ipments.  ties  should  be  planned  and 

anticipated  in  the  seven  year 
In  the  year  1355,  coincid-  plan  in  such  a  way  so  that 
ing  with  the  launching  of  it  would  be  harmonious  wi- 
the first  Seven  Year  Socio-  th  the  other  Ministries  and 
Economic  Development  PI-  organisation's  plans, 
an  of  the  Republic,  the  Car-  Despite  the  fact  that  the 
tography  Institute  have  per-  Cartography  Institute  lack 
formed  the  following  activi-  skilled  technical  personnel, 
ties:  and  due  to  this  reason  the 
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Institute  cannot  make  use 
of  new  technology  in  its 
field  of  activity,  and  there- 
fore, faces  some  problems, 
thus,  there  are  limited  pos- 
sibility in  preparing  large 
scale  maps  which  can  cover 
large  areas,  and  still  the 
Institute  have  been  tryitig 
its  level  best  to  make  use 
of  available  equipments  and 
materials  and  that  the  topo- 
geo-deisey  maps  are  pre- 
cisely prepared  and  relia- 
bly utilised  by  the  concerned 
government  ministries  and 
departments. 

Cotisidering  the  coun- 
try's requirements  from  the 
viewpoints  of  topo-geo-de- 
sey  materials  and  the  need 
for  its  development,  the  first 
task  of  the  country's  map 
preparations  as  follow: 

1)  Development  of  coor- 
dinated unit  system  for  hei- 
ghts in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try with  establishment  of 
basic  governmental  geo- 
deisey  system,  triangulati- 
on,  first  grade,  Neulman, 
first  and  second  grades,  as 
well  as  gravimeter  first  and 


second  grades. 

2)  Preparation  of  maps 
for  first  grade  project  in 
areas  where  the  possibility 
of  speedy  development  exist 
with  a  scale  of  1/25,000  and 
for  irrigatioti  and  construc- 
tion objectives  with  a  scale 
of  1/10,000  and  larger  than 
that. 

3)  Development  of  gov- 
ernmental triangulation  and 
Neulman  grade     2-3-3  for 
controlling  of  geo-deisey. 
topography  and  cadastral 
maps,  a'nd, 

4)  For  execution  of  land 
reform,  speeding  up  of  ca- 
dastral activities  through 
aerial  photo-grametry. 

For  the  realisation  of 
the  above  objectives  the 
capacity  of  the  Institute's 
activities  will  be  expanded 
to  ten  percent  yearly  and 
that  other  sections  of  this 
department  too,  will  under- 
go great  development  atid 
it  is  hoped  that  the  scope  of 
their  functions  by  the  end 
of  the  plan  period  will  be 
greatly  expanded  in  compa- 
rison to  year  1355. 
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Central  Statistics  Office 


F^ollowing  is  in  brief  the 
activities  performed  by  the 
various  sections  of  the  Cen- 
tral  Statistics  Office  during 
the  Afghan  year  1355: 

CENSUS  AND  DEMOG- 
RAPHIC AFFAIRS: 
A — Population  Census: 
Training  of  officials  for 
implementation    of  sketch 
map,  completion  of  forms 
pertaining  to  the  condition 
of  location  a'nd  previous  lists 
of  houses,  familywise. 

Preparation  of  map  draw- 
mg  instructions: 

—Sketch  map  of  valley  in 
provinces  of  Parwan,  Mai- 
dan,  Logar,  Kandahar,  Hel- 
matid,  Farah,  Kabul,  and  Sa- 
I  obi  administrative  unit  v^^as 
completed  by  the  map  dra- 
wing group  of  CSO. 

— Forms  of  previous  lists 
and  location  conditions'  for- 
ms, the  sketch  map  of  whi- 
ch had  alreadv  been  drawn 
were  completed  atid  in- 
interviews  conducted  with 
the  families.  Residence 
doors,  sarais,  mosques,  we- 
re marked  with  numbers. 
Likewise,  the  average  nu- 
mber of  family  members, 
and  the  average  population 


of  valleys  with  dirtness  of 
each  square  kilometres  were 
assessed  in  accordance  with 
the  results  acquired. 

—Preparation  of  report 
pertaining  to  methodology 
of  population  census  and  its 
submission  to  the  National 
Population  Census  Commit- 
tee of  the  country. 

— Preliminary  questionn- 
aires pertaining  to  experim- 
SBM  snsu9D  uopHindod  le:ju9 
prepared. 

— For  the  successful  and 
effective  implementation  of 
population  census  project 
the  special  application  per- 
taining to  this  project  was 
prepared  and  submitted  to 
related  United  Nations  ag- 
ency. Also,  survey  of  equ- 
ipments and  materials  in  a 
number  of  provinces  with 
the  cooperation  of  a  United 
Nations  communication  exp- 
ert has  been  carried  out. 

—Specification  of  valleys 
on  maps  of  1:100,000  and 
1:50,000  and  also  topogra- 
phic maps  of  1:50,000  of 
new  provinces  and  admini- 
strative units  from  the  view- 
points of  specification  of 
location  and  situation  were 


719 


rectified.  Coordination  of  in- 
formation relating  to  Kochi 
population  and  location  con- 
dition forms  in  Parwan,  Ma- 
idan,  Logar,  and    Kabul  pr- 
ovinces were  carried  out. 
B— Manpower  Statistics : 
—Collection  and  coordin- 
ation of  statistics  of  1354 
of  officials,  retired  civil  ser- 
vants and  government  wage 
earners,  organisations,  en- 
terprises in  the  centre  and 
provitices,  on  the  basis  of 
sex,  level  of  education,  rank, 
administrative  and  techni- 
cal officials  were  carried  out. 

During  the  year  1355  so- 
me 2096  graduates  of  colle^ 
ges  and  vocational  schools 
and  2960  graduates  of  non- 
vocational  schools  were  in- 
troduced to  various  govern- 
ment organisations  to  be 
employed  as  civil  servants 
and  wage  earners. 

For  attraction  of  college 
and  school  graduates  both 
vocational  and  non-vocation- 
al statistics  on  requirements 
of  Ministries  and  organisa- 
tions for  new  recruits  was 
collected,  also,  manpower 
balance  for  1354  was  prep- 
ared  and  published  in  the 
Population  Information  Pu- 
blication i-n  the  years  1352- 
v54. 

Agricultural  Statistics: 
-Collection,  coordination 
and  analysing  of  data  of 
rainfall  and  weather  condi- 
tion of  1355  on  monthly  ba- 
sis, and  its  submission  to 
related  institutions,  comple- 
tion of  land  lists  of  woles- 


waiis;  coordination  of  rep- 
ort Of  government  land  and 
its  distribution; 

—Collection,  assessment 
of  data  pertaining    to  ferti- 
liser and    agricultural  im- 
plements distribution  to  far- 
mers in  1355. 

—Collection  and  analysing 
of  17354  husbandry  reports 
of  government  projects;  ana- 
lysing and    assessment  of 
data  Of  1354  of  agricultural 
sector  and     procuring  and 
study  of  comparative  tables 
relating  to  agriculture  cen- 
sus programs  of  the  world 
for  the  year  1980,  for  the 
purpose  of  its  utilisation  in 
agricultural  population  cen- 
sus of  Our  country; 

—Study  on  industrial  cr- 
ops areas  of  the  woleswalis, 
alaqadaris  of  the  country  in 
comparison  to  1346;  collec- 
tion of  data  relating  to  ba- 
sic agricultural  production 
with  the  area  under  culti- 
vation during  1355,  prepara- 
tion of  plan,  estimation  of 
cost  and  procuring  of  forms 
for  implementation  of  gene- 
ral agricultural  survey  of 
Baghlan  province  were  also 
done. 

Foreign  Trade  Statistics 
and  Balance  of  Trade.- 

Controlling  and  codifica- 
tion of  cost  of  data  relating 
to  exports  and  imports  of 
1354,  comparing  of  balance 
of  payments  of  1354  with 
the  years  of  1352—53,  ana- 
lysing and  assessing  of  1354 
foreign  trade  and  its  compa- 
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rison  with  the  previous  ye- 
ars and  preparation  of  final 
tables,  co'iitroUing,  codifica- 
tion and  coordination  of 
data  regarding  1355  exp- 
ort-imports. 

industrial  and  Energy  Sta- 
tistics : 

Coordination  and  analys- 
ing of  ha\idicrafts  survey, 
analysing  and  assessing  of 
all  data  pertaining  to  1353 
of  industry  and  energy  and 
its  comparison  with  previous 
years,  collection  of  data  for 
1355  pertaining  to  populati- 
on, number  of  workers,  level 
of  wage,  salaries,  sales  and 
income  of  industrial  organi- 
sations, collection  of  data 
relating  to  energy  production 
during  the  same  year  and  its 
comparison  with  1354.  w^ere 

carried  out. 

Statistics  on  prices  and 
banking  affairs: 

Organising  of  price  levels 
of  24  food  items  of  Kabul 
city  and  that  of  another  24 
items  of  consumer  goods  of 
the  year  13v55  on  monthly 
basis,  and  specification  of 
prices  of  12  food  items  i'n 
12  provincial  centers  w^ere 
(lone,  too. 

---^Preparing  of  price  levels 
of  150  basic  food  items  and 
other  goods  for  Kabul  city 
and  its  comparison  with  the 
balance  of  1352:  collection 
of  1355  balance  of  Central 
Bank:  collection  of  currency 
rate  and  its  average  month- 
ly rates;  coordination  and 
analysinsi  of  data  pertaining 
to  the  Afghanistan  Batik's 


dealings  with  the  countries 
of  barter  area  were  respec- 
tively carried  out. 

Statistics  on  Transporta 
lion  and  Comm.unication : 

Coordination  and  atialy- 
sing  of  statistics  of  com- 
munication and  transportati- 
on sector,  collection  of  data 
pertaining  to  activities  of 
transport  organisations 
(surface  and  ^^^l  communi- 
cation data,  data  pertaining 
to  highway  tolls  of  1355  ac- 
tivities of  communication 
and  air  transport  relating 
to  Ariana  and  Bakhtar  Af- 
ghan Airlines,  with  the 
1 354. 

Completion  of  Information 
regarding  survey  of  vehi- 
cles: 

Statistics  on  Social  Servi- 
ces : 

The  data  relating  to  the 
year  1354  on  education  sta- 
tistics including  schools,  stu- 
dents, graduates,  and  numb- 
er of  teachers  were  analysed 
and  their  comparative  tab- 
les  were  prepared.  Meanwh- 
ile, data  pertaining  to  high- 
er training  of  university  and 
other  training  institutes  of 
1354  were  analysed  and  de- 
cision was  made  upon.  Also, 
data,  regarding  the  activit- 
ies of  the  National  Institute 
for  Campaign  Against  Illite- 
racy, Women  Organisation, 
and  Scout  Organisation,  has 
been  partially  collected. 

Data  forms  pertaining  to 
education  and  higher  train- 
ing upto  1354  has  been  pre- 
pared and  sent  to  the  relat- 
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ed  institutes. 

Statistics  on  Public  Health 
Affairs : 

Anaiysiiig  and  assessing 
of  data  of  1354  relating  to 
the  country's  health  activit- 
ies and  its  comparison  with 
the  previous  year  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Family 
Guidance  Association  du- 
ring the  same  year, 
collection  of  data  ab- 
out campaign  against  conta- 
gious diseases,  preparation 
Of  new  forms  and  its  distri- 
bution for  collection  of  data 
pertaining  to  public  health 
activities  in  the  country  du- 
ring the  year  1355. 

Statistics  of  criminal  ev- 
ents, arts  and  culture  and 
welfare  institutions : 

— Analysing  and  assessing 
of  data  of  1354  pertaining  to 
the  activities  of  art  and 
culture,  welfare  institutes, 
and  criminal  events  of  the 
country  and  its  comparison 
with  previous  years  and  pre- 
paring of  tables  thereof. 

—Collection,  coordination 
and  analysing  of  data  of  cri- 
minal events  in  the  centre 
and  provinces  and  its  comp- 
arison with  the  preceding 
years. 

— Collection  of  data  reg- 
arding Afghanistan  Crescent 
Society's  activities  during 
the  year  1355; 

—Collection  of  data  on 
activities  of  Radio  Afghan- 
istan. Bakhtar  News  Agency 
and  Government  Printing 
Press  during  1355; 

Statistics  on  Enterprises, 


Municipalities,  National  Ac- 
counting, Mines  and  Const- 
ructions : 

—Collection  of  data  perta- 
ining to  activities  of  Kabul 
districts'  shopkeepers; 

Collection  of  statistics 
on  provincial  municipalities 
and  assessment  and  coordi- 
nation thereof. 

-Collection,  coordination 
and  analysing  of  the  first 
nine  months  government  in- 
come during  the  year  1355 
and  its  comparison  with  the 
corresponding  period  of  pre- 
vious year. 

Collection  of  data  relat- 
ing to  utilisation  of  foreign 
loans  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  1355  excluding 
consumer  goods  and  paym- 
ent of  loans,  and  tlie  interest 
rate  thereof,  during  the  sa- 
me period. 

— Coordination  and  ass- 
nient  of  data  pertaining  to 
the  government's  ordinary 
avid  development  expendi- 
tures durin  gthe  first  eight 
months  of  1355; 

— Collection  and  coordi- 
nation Of  data  pertaining  to 
natural  gas,  coal  salt,  ba- 
rite,  and  talc  minerals  of 
the  first  three  months  of 
1355  and  those  of  construc- 
tions. 

MTSCET.LANEOITS  ACTI- 
VITIES : 

Printing  and  publications 
affairs : 

—Publishing  and  dessimi- 
nating  of  statistical  inform- 
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ation  on  Afghanistan  for 
the  year  1352-54; 

— Publishing  of  the  mon- 
thly statistical  journal  of 
CSO. 

— Printing  and  dessimin- 
ating  of  159,000    copies  of 
statistical  forms  through 
memeograph,  gestetner, 
Deito,  a'nd  photocopy  ma- 
chines; 

—Printing  of  export  -  ex- 
port publication    of  1354, 


reports  relating  to  rainfall, 
weekly  commodity  price 
lists,  monthly  price  reports 
and  a  series  of  instructions. 

Data  Processing: 

Coordination,  assessment, 
and  rectification  of  data 
pertaining  to  1354  export — 
import  and  tables  thereof, 
and  codification  and  rectify- 
ing of  data  pertaining  to 
the  first  ten  months  of  for- 
eign trade  o  1355: 
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Rural  Development 
Department 


The  Rural  Development 
Department  (RDD)  progra- 
mme wag  implemented  iti 
our  country  during  the  ear- 
ly months  of  the  Afghan  ye- 
ar 1333.  Since  then  the 
Department  has  made  a  gr- 
eat achievement  towards 
improvement  of  social  and 
economic  conditions  of  the 
people  of  rural  areas  of  the 
country.  After  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Republican  re- 
gime in  the  country  the 
RDD  expanded  its  activit- 
ies in  all  rural  areas.  Follo- 
wing is  a  brief  description 
of  the  activities  of  this  De- 
partment: 

Implementation  of  food 
programme : 

The  Administrative  Dir- 
ectorate of  RDD  which  is  in 
charge  of  distributing  food 
stuff  has  prepared  food 
stuff  for  the  following  proj- 
ects of  the  Ministry  of  Ed- 
ucation, the  Cooperative  and 
Agriculture  Development 
and  Extension  Departmiemts 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture, health  centres  throu- 
ghout the  country  and  a  nu- 
mber of  other  projects: 


1 —  Construction  of  four 
diversion  dams,  reactivation 
of  193  karezes,  digging  of 
25  wells,  construction  of  61 
km.  road,  445  culverts,  13 
bridges,  against  707,650  cou- 
pon of  food  stuff. 

2—  Construction  of  1335 
orchards,  28  forest  areas,  50 
buildings  to  house  person- 
nel of  Agriculture  Extension 
Department  against  299.341 
coupans  of  food  stuff,  by 
the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture Development  and  Ex- 
tension. 

3 —  Construction  of  100 
school  buildings  and  residen 
tial  quarters  for  the  teach- 
ers against  287,463  coupans 
of  food  stuff,  by  the  Dep- 
artment of  Construction  of 
the  Ministry  of  Education. 

4—  Digging  of  20  wells  for 
the  potable  water  project 
against  14572  coupans  of 
food  stuff.  On  the  basis  of 
the  agreement  of  the  conc- 
erned authorities  the  small 
irrigation  system  was  sepa- 
rated from  the  then  depart- 
ment of  water  and  power 
and  merged  into  RDD.  Thus 
a  number  of  projects  were 
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surveyed  by  the  joint  ex- 
pert teams  of  the  HDD  and 
the  research  centre  of  the 
Faculty  of  Engineering  of 
Kabul  university.  The  Joi 
Palwaee  project  of  Aling- 
ar  district  of  Laghman  pro- 
vince was  the  first  small 
irrigation  project  underta- 
ken by  the  Department.  The 
total  cost  of  this  project  was 
estimated  around  10  mil^ 
ion  afs.  The  USAID  agreed 
to  assist  Afghanistan  in 
imr^leme'ntation  of  this  pro 
ject. 

The  RDD  is  in  need  of  a 
well  equipped  workshop, 
the  construction  which  will 
bei^in  in  Puli  Charkhi  in  the 
near  future  at  the  total  co- 
st of  nearly  five  million  af- 
ghanis.  Similarly  the  const- 
ructio'n  of  the  following  pro- 
jects have  been  completed 
in  centre  and  provinces  with 
the  help  of  the  state,  and 
the  people  of  the  concerned 
regions : 

in  Kabul,  construction  of 
Puli  Kalai  Wahed,  Khwaja 
Musafir  headway,  Puli  Ka- 
riz  Mir,  at  the  total  cost  of 
of  664,351  afs. 

T*n  Logar.  completion  of 
Gulran  bridge,  Safid  Sang 
headway.  Babous  culverts 
at  the  total  cost  of  1,029,463 
afs. 

In  Badakhshan,  completi- 
on of  the  water  reservoir  of 
Dih  Khamosh,    Shakh  Dan 
headway  and  Kursi  stream 
at  the  total  cost    of  afs. 

556,867. 

In  Nangarhar.  completion 


of  spillway  of  Joi  Landi,  sp- 
illway of  Pachir  Uiya,  w^ater 
reservoir  of  Rohullah  Khan 
at  the  total  cost     of  afs. 

960,641, 

In  Bamian,  completion  of 
Puli  Tagro,  in  War  dak  pro- 
vince completion  of  Puli 
Gall  Khail  and  Puli  Sad 
Murda,  at  the  total  cost  of 
1805438  afghanis. 

In  Baghlan:  Joi  Khwaja 
Halal  and  headway    of  Joi 
Dawlati  at  the  total   cost  of 
afs.  560,416. 

In  Ghazni,  Puli  Khuhaw^ 
and  Puli  Kada  Khail  Puli  Sh- 
aida  Kada  Khil,  headway  of 
Shahmaqsod  and  Kariz  Alam, 
turn-up  of  Bouk  Katida,  turn 
up  of  Karez  Azan,  Kariz 
Yusof  Khil  and  Kariz  Sayed 
Khan  at  the  total  cost  of 
afs.  1698425. 

Likewise  the  Badam  Zar 
bridge  of  Parwan  province 
and  turn-up  of  the  protec- 
tion wall  of  Kaftar  Khana, 
syphone  of  Joi  Surkh  of 
Murghab  were  completed  at 
the  cost  of  afs.  743907. 

The  spillway  of  Nasrat 
Joi  of  Far  ah  province,  turn- 
up of  Qaraqul,  turn-up  of 
Mukrak,  flood  diversion 
dam  Of  Shokhak.  flood  div- 
ersion of  Laiaward  of  Zabul 
province  at  the  cost  of  afs. 

670217. 

Tnrn~~uD  of  Nakodak,  sy- 
phone of  Joi  Sarshah  of  Sh- 
ineal,  synhone  of  Joi  Pash- 
mal  and  the  protection  wall 
of  Wandoz  Andur  Rahim 
Khan  at  the  cost  of  afs 
10402f)7. 
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In  Zabul,,  18.6  km.  roads, 
6v3  karezes,  five  wells,  nine 
culverts,  and  60  flood  diver- 
sions, in  Pakthia,  67  km. 
roads,  three  wells  and  one 
flood  diversion,  in  Naligarh- 
ar,  294.1  km  roads,  20  ka- 
rezes, seven  flood  diversions 
36  culverts;  in  Far  ah,  25  km. 
road,  seven  karezes,  seven 
wells  and  a  flood  diversion. 

In  Baghlan,  53  culverts,  in 
Takhar,  40  culverts,  in  Kuii- 
duz  69  km  road,  151  culv- 
erts, in  Samangan,  20  culv- 
erts; in  Rami  an  two  culverts, 
jne  well;  in  Ghorat  one 
flood  diversion;  in  Nimroz 
three  wells  and  five  flood 
diversion;  in  Logar,  51  flood 
diversion,  979  culverts,  1873 
km.  road,  17  bridges,  501 
karezes,  60  wells  and  a  sy- 
phone. 

In  the  fields  of  training: 

1-  -The  first  construction 
course  for  20  high  school  gr- 
aduates which  was  convened 
during  the  month  of  Asad 
1355. 

2-  ~The  survey  course  held 
for  12  high  school  graduates 
on  the  first  of  Saratan, 
1355. 

3 —  The  second  constructi- 
on course  held  during  the 
middle  of  Qaus,  1355  for 
26  graduates  of  high  school. 

4—  The  design  course  held 
for  10  graduates  of  girls 
high  schools  on  Mizan  6, 
1355  which  continued  until 
Hoot  6,  1355. 

5-  ~A  workshop  for  24  en 
gineers  which  was  held  from 
Jadi  4,  1355  to  Jadi  11,  1355. 

6 —  Second  woleswalan  co- 


urse was  convened  on  Dalw, 
16,  1355  and  continued  un- 
til Hamal  15,    1356.  The 
course  was  attended  by  38 
persons. 

7 —  Holding  of  a  course  for 
the  administrative  person- 
'nel  of  the  Construction  De- 
partment on  16,  12,  1355. 
The  course  was  attended  by 
eight  concerned  personnel. 

8—  A  special  course  on 
rarpentary  was  held  on  Dalw 
30,  1355  and  ended  on  Ha- 
mal 11,  1356.  This  course 
was  attended  by  30  persons. 

9 —  The  second  provincial 
education  and  rural  deve- 
lopment directors  seminar 
was  held  on  Dalw  30,  1355 
and  ended  on  Hoot  12,  1355. 

Directorate  General  of 
Technical  Board: 

a — The  preliminary  sur- 
vey of  the  projects: 

In  order  to  study  the  tech- 
nical and  economic  feasibili- 
ty  of  a  particular  project, 
the  planning  and  prelimin- 
ary survey  teams  pay  regu- 
lar visits  to  the  provinces 
during  which  they  thorou- 
ghly study  the  concerned 
project  on  social,  economic 
aspects  and  submit  their 
working  reports  to  the  RDD 
for  final  decision.  On  the 
basis  of  the  program,  the 
survey  and  planning  teams 
of  RDD  made  assessment 
on  some  100  projects  in  var- 
ious parts  of  the  coutitry. 

R — The  technical  survey 
of  the  projects: 

Following  the  preliminary 
survey  carried  out  by  the 
preliminary  survey  and  pla- 
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niimg  team,  the  technical 
survey  teams  are  sent  to 
the  provinces  for  technical 
survey  of  various  provinc- 
es. Thus  o'n  the  basis  of  the 
programme,  82  project?  we- 
re technical  surveyed  by 
the  concerned  teams  of 
HDD. 

c — Design  and  preparati- 
on of  engineering  maps: 

A  particular  project  is 
being  designed  on  the  basis 
of  the  result  of  the  technic- 
al survey  work.  During  the 
year  1355,  the  design  and 
engineering  maps  of  85  pro- 
jects were  completed  which 
shows  an  increase  in  the 
niunber  of  projects  designed 
during  the  previous  year. 

d — Preservation  and  main- 
tenance of  the  project: 

During  the  year  1355,  so- 
me 18  construction  groups 
were  sent  to  18  provinces 
who  took  part  in  the  cons- 
truction of  38  projects  th- 
ere. In  addition  to  this,  so- 
me 300  culverts  were  cons- 
tructed along  with  250  km. 
r  oad.  Likewise  40  new  kare- 
zes  were  dug.  In  this  way 
the  total  number  of  irriga- 
tion projects  reached  63 
last  year. 

With  the  construction  of 
new  projects,  30,000  jerib  of 
lands  have  come  under  irri- 
gation. Similarly  with  the 
construction  of  bridges,  cul- 
verts, headways,  roads,  fee- 
der roads  and  the  related 
construction  works,  commn 
nications  facilities  have  been 
provided  between  various 
rural  areas  and  a  number  of 


villages  have  been  connect- 
ed with  one  another  which 
have  provided  all  round  fa- 
cilities for  the  people  of  ru- 
ral areas.  Now    they  are 
enabled  to  send  their  prod- 
ucts in  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages and  also  to  get  their 
needed  products  at  much 
shorter  time.  Personnel  of 
this  department  are  assign- 
ed to  look  after  the  main- 
tenance Of    these  projects 
v^ith  the  help  of  the  concer- 
ned people. 
Training : 

Since  the  number  of  pro- 
jects of  the  HDD  is  increas- 
ing rapidly,  the  Department 
is  in  need  of  technical  per- 
sonnel to  work  in  various 
sections  of  the  Department 

In  order  to  carry  out  its 
activities  successfully,  the 
HDD  planned  to  absorb  a 
number  of  high  school  gra- 
duates and  provide  theni  tr- 
aining facilities  in  various 
fields  of  activities  concern- 
ing the  department  prior 
to  their  work.  In  this  con- 
nection the  Department  held 
a  number  of  workshops  and 
seminars  on  construction, 
design  work,  survey  and  en- 
gineering for  these  young 
graduates.  The  duration  of 
these  workshops  and  semi- 
nars differed  from  one  ano- 
ther depending  on  the  field 
of  activities.  For  example 
the       construction  ins- 
pection   course  was  held 
for  four  months  whilst  the 
designing  course  continued 
for  five  months. 
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The  lollowing  construction 
projects  were  either  comp- 
leted or  near  completion  du- 
ring the  year  1355—56: 

In  Kabul,  the  No.  one  bri- 
dge of  Shakar  Darah  20 
per  cent,  Puh  Karakul  40 
percent,  the  spillway  of  Joi 
Mahla  and  Saida  60  percent. 

In  Logar,  the  spillway  of 
joi  of  Mughul  Khail  80  per 
cent,  Kazda  bridge  70  per 
cent,  PuH  Kata  Bala  20  per 
cent,  and  Puli  Kala  Panja, 
70  per  cent. 

In  Takhai',  Khurma  Ab 
bridge  98  per  cent,  in  Nan- 
garhar,  Shigi  stream  of  Go- 
shta  district  85  per  cent,  the 
spillway  of  Pichar  100  per 
cent,  the  water  reservoir  of 
fiiihullah  100  per  cent. 

In  Balkh,  Bangala  bridge 
30  per  cent,  protection  wall 
of  Foshira  stream  45  per 
cent,  the  protection  wall  of 
Joi  Kariz,  15  per  cent,  level- 
ling work  of  Shakan  Ghaeb 
10  per  cent. 

In  Fariab,  Puli  Shor  Dar- 
ia  bridge,  30  per  cent,  Sosia 
bridge  60  per  cent,  and  in 
Herat  turn-up  of  Joi  Majla 
stream  70  per  cent. 

In  Wardak,  Puli  Charka 
bridge  75  per  cent;  in  Ghaz- 
ni  turn- -up  of  Kuza  Ghar 
50  per  cent;  in  Parwan  Puh 
Sukh  30  per  cent,  in  Farah 
Puli  Zakash  100  per  cent, 
protection  canal  of  Farah 
City  75  per  cent,  flood  div- 
ersion of  Yazda  95  per  cent, 
in  Kandahar  flood  divers- 
ion of  Sarshah    stream  in 


Shila  Jangal  100  per  cent, 
syphone  of  Pahmul  stream 
100  per  cent,  repair  work 
of  the  Kodak  turn— up  100 
per  cent;  in  Farah  sypfione 
of  Joi  Yazda  95  per  cent, 
and    four    turn — ups  on 
Karez  Kaj  50  per  cent. 

Similarly  the  RDD  with 
the  distribution  of  4150710.8 
coupans  of  food  stuff  was 
in  the  position  of  complete 
the  following  projects  in 
various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try: 

In  Kabul,  51  km.  roads, 
239  Kariz,  five  bridges,  14 
wells,  3  flood  diversions  and 
15  culverts. 

In  Parwan,     235.75  km. 
roads,  2  Kariz,  one  bridge, 
two  flood  diversions,  9?  cul- 
verts and  digging  of  a  well. 

In  Uruzgan:  215  km.  ro- 
ads, one  bridge,  four  flood 
diversions,  and  81  culverts. 

In  Laghman;  47.37  km. 
road,  one  bridge,  four  flood 
diversions,  and  81  culverts. 

In  Wardak;  50  km.  roads, 
15  Karizes,  two  bridges  dig- 
ging of  six  wells,  two  flood 
diversions  and  35  culverts. 

In  Badakhshan,  511.8  km 
roads,  four  bridges,  two 
wells,  ten  flood  diversions 
and  47  culverts. 

In  Herat,  78.5  km.  roads, 
three  karezes,  five  wells/ 
two  flood  diversions  and  96 
culverts. 

In  Kandahar;  13  karezes, 
58  culverts: 
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During  the  nine  months 

of  the  current  Af ghaii  ye- 
ar 138  projects  have  been 
surveyed  from  economic 
and  social  points  of  view 
by  planning  teams  of  the 
Rural  Developmen;  Dep- 
artment (RDD)  througho- 
ut the  country.  Of  these 
full  technical  feasibility 
surveys  have  been  carried 
out  on  109  irrigation  and 
communications  projects 
and  another  95  have  be- 
en designed. 

The  irrigation  and 
communications  projects 
that  have  been  eith- 
ter  completed  or  under 
completion  with  the  assis- 
tance of  the  state,  public 
and  U.S.  Agency  for  Int- 
ernational Development 
(USAID)  are  as  follow: 

Kabul  province:  Constr- 
uction of  Khum  Zargar 
bridge  in  Paghman  woles- 
wali  and  Qaraqul  bridge 
in  Qarabagh  have  been  co- 
mplted   with  a  cost  of 
Afs.  482,112  through  state 
budget  and  assistance  of 
USAID.  Similarly  the  con- 
struction of  a  syphone  pr- 
oject in  Shakardara  has 
progressed  85  per  cent  and 
will  cost  Afs.  195,243  to 
be  financed    from  state 
budget  and    headway  of 
a  dam  in  Saydan  has  prog- 
ressed 95  per  cent  and 
Afs.  453,239  construction 
cost  is  financed  through 
state  budget  and  assistan- 


ce of  USAID.  I'he  two 
projects  will  be  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  current 
Afghan  year. 

Logar  province:  The 
syphone  project  of  Barak- 
ai  Barak  wolesv/ali  with 
an  expenditure  of  Afs. 
794,485,  financed  from  st- 
ate budget  and  assistance 
of  USAID,  has  been  comp- 
leted and  headway  of  Ku- 
langar  stream  has  progre- 
sesd  85  per  cent  at  the 
total  cost  of  Afs.  641,905 
from  state  budget  and  US- 
AID assistance.  Similarly 
the  work  on  construction 
of  headway  and  diversion 
dam  of  Mughulkhail  has 
85  per  cent  progressed  at 
the  cost  of  Afs.  792,589 
from  state  budget  and 
USAID  assistance. 

Parwan  province:  The 
Qamchaq  turn— up  in 
Ghorband  woleswali,  cos- 
ting Afs.  157,041,  has  been 
hundred  per  cent  compl- 
eted from  state  budge  and 
USAID  assistance. 

Construction  work  on 
Siagerd  bridge  in  Ghorba- 
nd has  progressed  85  per 
cent  at  the  cost  of  Afs. 
35,448  financed  from  st- 
ate budget  and  USAID 
assistance,  Similarly!  35 
per  cent  work  on  Sakh 
bridge  in  second  Alakad- 
ari  of  Panjsheer,  60  per 
cent  of  work  on  Shukak- 
hail  bridge  in  Nejrab  wo- 
leswali   have  progressed 
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and  the  construction  of 
Lolanj  bridge  with  a  cost 
of  Afs.  1,532,336,  to  be 
fincanced  from  state  bud- 
get and  USAID  assistan- 
ce, has  prograssed  35  per 
cent  and  the  construction 
of  building  for  Dashtak 
Farm  in  Ghorband  will 
cost  Afs.  685,910  and 
will  be  financed  from  st- 
ate budget,  and  by 
the  end         of  the 

year  some  of  them  will  be 
completed. 

Badakhshan  province  : 
The  Qali  Panj  bridge,  cos- 
ting Afs.  613,969  has  been 
completed  and  financed 
from  state  budge  and  con- 
tribution of  local  residen- 
ts. Likewise,  the  constru- 
ction work  on  Karda  bri- 
dge has  progressed  60  per 
cent  and  that  of  Katabal 
bridge  70  per  cent  and 
Lalababa  bridge  50  per 
cent  which  will  cost  Afs. 
2,134,979  and  will  be  fin- 
anced from  state  budget 
cuid  donation  of  local  res- 
idents. 

Takhar  province:  The 
construction  work  of  Kh- 
armab  bridge  in  Farkhar 
woleswali  has  been  compl- 
eted, costing  Afs.  1,172,008 
and  financed  from  state 
budget  and  USAID  assis- 
tance. Work  on  Lala  Mai- 
dan  bridge  has  progressed 
60  per  cent  and  will  cost 
Afs.  701,712,  to  be  financ- 
ed from  state  budget  and 
USAID. 


Kunduz  province:  The 
Nahre  Sia  bridge  has 
been  completed  at  Afs. 
434,457,  financed  from  st- 
ate budget  and  USAID 
and  forty  per  cent  work 
has  progressed  on  Nahre 
Gaukash  bridge  in  Khana- 
bad  costing  Afs.  738,001 
and  financed  from  the  sa- 
me sources. 

Baghlan  province:  Six- 
ty per  cent  work  has  prog- 
ressed on  embaxikments 
of  Puli  Khwa,  costing 
Afs.  233,834,  and  with  Afs. 
754,576  ninety  per  cent 
work  on  Dare  Ashraf  brid- 
ge has  progressed  and 
ten  per  cent  work  on 
Doshi  reservoir  dam,  cos- 
ting Afs.  578,500  and  all 
financed  from  state  budg- 
et and  USAID. 

Samangan  province : 
The  headway  of  Karez  has 
been  completed  for  Afs. 
457,177  and  work  on  emb- 
ankment in  Qushoera  has 
progressed  50  per  cent  cos- 
ting Afs.  2,717,531  and 
financed  from  state  budg- 
et and  USAID. 

Balkh  province:  Forty 
five  per  cent  work  has 
progressed  on  Bangala  br- 
idge in  Chamtal  wolesw- 
ali costing  Afs.  896,620  and 
five  per  cent  work  has  pr- 
ogressed on  Eletan  brid- 
ge, to  cost  Afs.  838,845  to 
be  financed  from  state 
budget  and  USAID. 

Jauzjan  province:  The 
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turn— -up  in  Suzma  Qala 
was  completed  and  v/ork 
on  embankments  on  Shib- 
erghan  road  has  progres- 
sed 30  per  cent  costing 
Afs.  290,335  and  ten  per 
cent  work  on  Khanaqa  bri- 
dge in  Saripul  woleswali 
has  progressed  at  the 
cost  of  Afs.  388,492  from 
the  state  budget  and  US- 
AID  contribution. 

Faryab  province:  The 
Kam  bridge  has  been  co- 
mpleted and  70  per  cent 
work  has  progressed  on 
Safeed  bridge  both  cost- 
ing Afs.  997,307,  financed 
from  state  budget,  and 
98  per  cent  work  on  Nash- 
arba  bridge  hag  progress- 
ed costing  Afs.  1.052,789" 
from  state  budget  and  US- 
AID. 

Herat  province:  The 
Joi  Mahal  turn— up  has 
been  completed  at  the 
cost  of  Afs.  1,036,596  from 
state  budget  and  USAID 
assistance,  and  work  on 
embankment  of  Sono- 
gard  slope  hasi  progress- 
ed 75  per  cent  costing  Afs. 
336,439  from  state  budget 
and  USAID  assistance, 
and  ten  per  cent  work  has 
progressed  oni  Malan  stre- 
am costing  Afs.  119,517 
from  state  budget  and  co- 
ntribution of  local  reside- 
nts. 

Ghor  province :  Eighty 
per  cent  work  has  progr- 
essed on  Bazari  Lai  bridge 
costing  Afs.  332,709  from 
state  budget  and  contrib- 


ution  of  residents. 

Bamiyan  province:  At 
Afs.  446,767  the  Akhund- 
an  bridge  and  at  Afs.  727, 
936  the  four  metres  long 
Gharghari  and  Irak  bri- 
dges have  been  completed 
financed  from  state  budg- 
et, USAID. 

Wardak  province:  At 
Afs.  546,434  the  Charakh 
bridge  of  Maidan,  at  Afs. 
272,876  the  Bum  bridge 
and  ati  Afs.  279,056  the 
Qali  Mulaem  bridge  have 
been  completed  from  sta- 
te budget  and  USAID  ass- 
istance and  con- 
tribution of  local 
residents  respectively.  Si- 
milary  75  per  cent  work 
has  progressed  on  Lataba- 
nd  bridge  for  Afs.  29,559 
from  state  budget.  And 
20  per  cent  work  has  pro- 
gressed on  embankment 
of  Mizan  stream  for  Afs. 
556,249  from  state  budget 
and  USAID  contribution. 
Likewise,  at  Afs.  104,273, 
financed  from  state  budg- 
et and  contribution  of 
local  residents,  the  flood 
diversion  of  Ahmad  Khali 
stream  has  been  complet- 
ed. 

Ghazni  province :  At 
Afs.  251,571  the  Taibem 
Jahatger  bridge  and  syph- 
one  of  Charga  karez  of 
Qarabagh  has  been  compl- 
eted from  state  budget. 

Loi  Woleswali  of  Kata- 
waz  of  Ghazni  province: 
At  Afs.  286,921  the  Karez 
Ghulam  Rasul  project,  at 
Afs.  384,254  the  Palto  sy- 
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phone  in  Wacha  Sharan, 
at  Afs.  68,935  the  Tawai 
Juma  Gul  project,  at  Afs. 
68,525  the  irrigation  proje- 
ct of  Nawai  AsmatuUab, 
at  Afs.  102,870  the  turn- 
up of  Momand  new  karez, 
at  Afs.  35,001  Daoud  Shah 
turn— up  and  at  Afs.  62,- 
770  the  turn— up  and  kar- 
ez of  Sayyed  Khan  have 
been  completed,  all  from 
the  state  budget  and 
contribution  of  people. 

Urezgan  province:  The 
construction  of  flood  diver 
sion  syphone  of  Akroba, 
costing  Afs.  495,240,  flood 
diversion  of  Murghab  Su- 
rkh  Joi  costing  Afs.  204,- 
968  and  Garmab  Shinga 
turnup  costing  Afs.  423,121 
have  been  hundred  per  ce- 
nt completed  from  state 
budget  and  USAID  assist- 
ance. Similarly  fifity  per 
cent  work  has  progressed 
on  pedestrian  bridge  in 
Garmab  of  Joi  Tacheen 
and  35  per  cent  has  progr- 
essed on  Shall  bridge,  co- 
sting Afs.  472,918  and  fin- 
anced from  state  budget 
and  USAID. 

Farah  province:  At  Afs. 
380,767  the  bridge,  drain- 
age system  and  syphone 
of  Yazda  Joi  has  been  co- 
mpleted from  state  budget 
and  USAID.  And  80  per 
cent  work  on  protective  ca- 
nal in  Farah  city  at  the 
cost  of  Afs.  2,055,172  from 
state  budget  and  contribu- 
tion of  people  and  fifty 
per  cent  work  has  progres- 
sed on  Raj  karez  costing 


Afs.  21,953  and  to  be  fin- 
anced from  state  budget 
and  contribution  of  local 
residents. 

Zabul  province:  At  Afs. 
165,329  the  La ja ward  flood 
diversion,  at  Afs.  1,349^2 
the  headways  of  Makrak 
and  Gajar  Bab  streams 
and  Afs.  175,919  the  Puli 
Sangi  turn— up  have  been 
completed  and  the  first 
two  have  been  financed 
from  state  budget  and  co- 
ntribution of  people  and 
the  last  one  from  state 
budget  and  USAID  assist- 
ance. 

Kandahar  province:  The 
work  on  Nakodak  turn-up 
state  budget  and  USAID 
has  been  completed  fr*om 
contribution  and  25  per 
cent  work  has  progressed 
on  Khuwaja  Malik  brid- 
ge. 

Nangarhar  province : 
At  Afs.  419,846  the  Sheg- 
ao  stream  headway  in  Gu- 
shtai  woleswali  and  at 
Afs.  196,328  the  headv/ay 
of  Chulana  stream  have 
been  completed  and  finan- 
ced from  state  budget  and 
USAID  assistance  . 

Laghman^  province:  Ni- 
nety five  per  cent  work 
has  progressed  on  Kutla 
bridge  and  the  remaining 
work  will  be  completed 
shortly  which  will  cost 
Afs.  432,626  and  will 
financed  from  state  budg- 
et and  USAID. 

The  USAID  financial  ass- 
istance to  RDD  projects  will 
amount  to  $1,166,000  dur- 
ing 1356. 
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Emergency 
Preparedness  Dept. 


The  Emergency  Prepared- 
ness Department  since  its 
inception  has  striven  hard  to 
help  the  needy  persons  th- 
roughout the  country.  Wh- 
enever a  natural  calamity 
has  occurred  in  a  part  of 
the  country,  the  Department 
has  rushed  to  the  area  in  or- 
der to  help  its  inhabitants 
and  to  undertake  necessary 
measures  to  recover  the 
losses  there.  Following  13  a 
brief  summary  of  the  acti- 
vities performed  by  this  De- 
partment during  the  Afghan 
year  1355: 

a — The  heavy  and  un- 
usual snowfall  in  Pamir  re- 
gion of  Badakhshan  prov- 
ince last  year  resulted  in  gr- 
eat human  and  property  lo- 
sses. A  good  number  of  cat- 
tle were  vanished  there  and 
some  houses  were  damag- 
ed. Due  to  this  natural  cal- 
amity the  inhabitants  of  the 
region  faced  food  shortages 
and  there  was  no  sufficient 
pastures  for  the  animals  to 
feed.  The  Emergency  Prep- 
aredness Dept.  in  order  to 
help  the  inhabitants  of  the 
region  in  the  province  sent 
the  following  relief  suppliei 


to  the  deserving  families 
there : 

afs.  50,000  for  the  purch- 
ase of  some  ten  tons  oil  cake 
for  the  animals  and  500,000 
afs.  for  the  purchase  of  clo- 
things and  other  expenditu- 
re, 30  tons  wheat;  500  blan- 
kets; 1000  pairs  of  shoes. 

in  order  to  help  the  des- 
erving students  of  Badakh- 
shan province  the  Departm- 
ent last  year  sent  1000  over- 
coats to  the  province  which 
were  distributed  among  the 
poor  and  needy  students  of 
various  schools  there. 

b— During  the  year  1355, 
due  to  earthquake  which 
rocked  Khulm  district  of 
Samangan  province  and  the 
heavy  rainfall  which  occur- 
red in  various  provinces  re- 
sulted in  human  as  well  as 
property  losses.  In  some 
provinces  a  number  of  ag- 
ricultural farmers  were  da- 
maged and  houses  were  de- 
stroyed. Such  natural  cala- 
mities also  brought  human 
casualties  in  some  partg  of 
the  country.  Following  the 
reUef  supplies  sent  to  the 
aflicted  families  in  the  ab- 
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ove  Mientioned  cireas  by  the 
Afghan  Red  Crescent  Soci- 
ety, the  Emergency  Prep- 
aredness Department  as  a 
centre    for    the  coordina- 
tion     of        aids,  took 
necessary    steps  in  order  to 
help  the  needy  people  and 
to  restore  normal  life  in  th- 
ese areas.  In  this  connection 
a  joint  team  comprising  of 
the  representatives  of  the 
Emergency  Preparedness 
Department,  the    City  and 
Housing  Construction  Dep- 
artment of  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Works,  and  UNDP 
advisor    in  Afghanistan  was 
sent  to  these  areas  to  pre- 
pare a  report  of  the  damag- 
ed areas  and  the  amount  of 
losses  occurred  there  and 
study  the  possibility  of  pro- 
viding emergency  aids  to 
the  concerned  areas  and  fa- 
milies who  lost  their  prop- 
erties. The  team  was  also 
give'n  the  assignment  to  ma- 
ke an  assessment  on  recon- 
struction of  houses  and  oth- 
er public    properties  in  the 
damaged    regions  of  the 
country. 

After  obtaining    a  well 
prepared  report  by  the  jo- 
int assessment  team  of  the 
Department  and  a  similar 
report  sent  by  the  Ministry 
of  Interior  the  Emergency 
Preparedness  Department 
made  the  following  decis- 
ions in  connection  to  distrl- 
bution  of  aids  to  the  affect- 
ed areas: 

— In  order  to  provide  em- 


ergency aids  to  the  deserv- 
ing families  in  the  affected 
areas,  and  to  bring  normal 
life  there,  the  Department 
sent  tents,  food  stuff  and 
clothings  for  the  affected 
people    throughout  the  co- 
untry by  fastest  means  of 
transportation. 

In  order  to  see  that  the 
deserving  families  get  the 
relief  supplies  the  Depart- 
ment sent  aid  directly  to  the 
governors  of  the  provinces 
so  that  with  their  supervis- 
ions the  deserving  families 
get  supplies.  These  supplies 
included : 

Cash  Payment 

In  Herat  province,  550,- 
500;  in  Nimroz  province,  550, 
500;  Helmand  province,  275,- 
500;  Farah  province,  275,- 
500;  Samangan  province, 
165,000;  Logar  province,  90,- 
000,  Nangarhar  province, 
(Kunarha)  70,000;  Badakh- 
shan  province  (Pamir  re- 
gion) 1,400,000;  Baghlan  pr- 
ovince, 250,000. 

Supply  of  Commodities: 

Logar  province,  600  blan- 
kets, 1000  pairs    of  shoes, 
Uruzgan  province,  441.232 
tons  wheat,    610  blankets, 
Wardak  province,  26.880  tons 
wheat,  240    blankets,  150 
pairs  of  shoe;  Ghazni  prov- 
ince, 384.888  tons  wheat; 
Baghlan  province,  1713  bl- 
ankets, 1713  pairs  shoe;  Ta- 
khar  province,  1000  blank- 
ets,, 1000  pairs  of  shoe. 

Long  term  aid  for  recon- 
struction of  houses  and  ag- 
ricultural farms  which  were 
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destroyed  in  various  prov- 
inces : 

Cash  payment: 

Afs.  900,000  was  transfer- 
red to  Logar  province  for 
reconstruction  of  ninety  resi- 
dential houses;  579,500  afs. 
for  reconstruction  of  50  re- 
sidential houses  in  Wardak 
province;  afs.  263,515  for  re- 
construction and  repair  wo- 
rk of  69  houses  in  Ghazni 
province;  afs.  3,057,000  for 
reco'nstruction  of  300  houses 
in  Helmand  province;  afs. 
4076000  for  reconstruction 
of  400  rooms  in  Farah  pro- 
vince; afs.  1071000  for  re- 
construction of  125  houses 
in  Uruzgan  province;  afs. 
10498137  for  reconstruction 
of  56  rooms  in  Zabul  pro- 
ince. 

Supply  of  food  items: 
Under  the  project  of  2053 
of  the  World  Food  Program, 
a  program  was  prepared  to 
help  the  flood    victims  of 
various  provinces   until  the 
situation  turns  into  normal 
in  these  areas.  Under  this 
program    food  items  were 
sent  to  the  followitig  eleven 
provinces  for  a  period  of  six 
months  in  addition  to  the 
relief  supplies  which  were 
distributed  to  the  affected 
victims  as  emergency  aid: 

In  Parwan  province,  1372 
persons  received  110.885.040 
kg.  food  items  for  a  period 
of  six  months:  in  Samangati 


province  629.183.700  kg.  of 
food  items  for  7785  pers- 
ons; in  Baghlan  province, 
138.525.480  kg.  food  items 
for  1714  persons  for  a  period 
of  six  months;  in  Paktbia 
province,  1133.837.250  kg. 
food  items  for  6835  persons 
for  a  period  of  five  months; 
in  Nimroz  province,  216.112. 
680  kg.  food  items  for  2674 
persons  for  six  months;  in 
Wardak  province,  250.865. 
280  kg.  of  food  items  for 
3104  persons  for  six  mon- 
ths; in  Nangarhar  province, 
121.230.000  kg.  food  items 
for  3000  persons  for  six 
months;  Zabul  province,  10. 
668.240  kg.  food  items  for 
132  persons  for  ^ix  months; 
in  Badakhshan  province, 
476.838.000  kg.  food  items 
for  5900  persons  for  six  mo- 
nths; in  Takhar  province 
195.988.500  kg.  food  items 
for  24525  persons  for  six 
months  and  in  Uruzgan  pro- 
vince 217.782.960  kg.  food 
items  for  4042  persons. 

Four  technical  items  whi- 
ch vvere  presented  by  the 
Swiss  Government  sent  to 
the  City  Construction  Dep- 
artment of  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Works.  Similarly  the 
aids  received  from  Austral- 
ia was  distributed  among 
the  affected  persons  in  Sai- 
ghanchi  region  of  Samang- 
an  province.  The  aid  items 
included  wheat,  blankets 
and  green  tea. 
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President  approves  over 

32.  b  afs.1356 
{1977-78)budget 

— —  — —  [■■■■II  I  ■   II  


The  1356  (1977-78)  re- 
gular and  development  bud- 
get, amounting  to  Af.  32,- 
732,480,200,  was  approved 
by  the  cabinet  in  its  March 
23  meeting  and  endorsed  by 
the  President  of  the  Repub- 
lic, Mohammad  Daoud. 

While  stating    this  the 
Minister  of  Finance  Sayed 
Abdulilah,    aded  that  the 
Republic  of  Afgha'nistan  is 
constantly     struggling  for 
positive     and  fundamental 
changes  in  socio-economic, 
political  and  cultural  fields 
through  formulation  of  mul- 
tifaceted  plans  and  progr- 
ammes, a'nd  the  budget  of 
the  state  is  prepared  with 
these  objectives    in  mind, 
and  with  due  consideration 
to  the  fact  that  the  nature 
of  budget  profoundly  aff- 
ects development  of  infra- 
structures. 

A    positive  financial 
policy,    and    a  desirab^ 
and      bala'nced  budget 
requires  attention  to  crea- 
tion of  parity  between  inco- 
me and  expenditures,  meet- 
ing of  public  needs,  and  full 
use  of  resources  at  hand,  al- 
locating of  resources  for  pr- 


oductive purposes,  and  seek- 
ing of  ways  and  means  for 
increasing  revenues,  the  Fi- 
nance Minister  added. 

In  line  with  these  consi- 
derations, the  Finance  Mi- 
nister added,  the  1356  bud- 
get is  proportionate  to  the 
state  inx:ome,  and  in  com- 
parison to  the  1355  budget 
has  increased  by  29.90  per 
cent.  This  year's  budget, 
in  comparison  with  the  year 
preceding  the  revolution, 
has  increased  by  229.02  per- 
cent, and  it  is  prepared  in 
a  way  that  would  ensure 
an  increase  in  volume  of 
production  and  enhance  em- 
ployment opportunities  at 
the  same  time. 

The  Minister  of  Finance 
further  added  that  the  re- 
gular budget  of  1356  am- 
ounts to  12,500,000,000  and 
consists  of  two  parts. 

The  first  part,  covering 
regular  expenditures  of  the 
state,  amounts  to  6,983,000,- 
000  fghanis,  which  in  com- 
parison to  the  last  year,  is 
13.15  per  cent  more. 

The  second  part  of  the 
regular  budget  consists  of 
benefits  offered    to  institu- 
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tions,  civil  servants  and  pu- 
blic employees,  and  amounts 
to  af.  5,571,000,000,  or  10.36 
per  cent  more  than  alloca- 
tions made  for  the  same 
purpose  last  year. 

In  the  regular  budget  afs. 
250,000,000  is  earmarked  for 
subsidising  food  rations 
distributed  to  civil  servants 
and  public  employees,  and 
afs.  300,000,000  for  the 
Pension  Fund.  This  allows 
for  salary  increases  to 
the  retired  civil  servants 
and  public  employees  as 
well.  Last  year  the  State  in- 
creased the  salaries  of  civil 
servants  and  employees, 
and  the  retired  civil  serv- 
ants and  employees  will  re- 
ceive proportionately  high- 
er pay  effective  from  the 
same  date. 

The  afs.  900,000,000  loss 
which  the  state  accepts  in 
subsidising  prices  of  sugar 
and  petroleum  products  is 
also  included  in  the  regu- 
lar budget  of  the  State,  as 
benefits  to  institutions. 

The  Republican  State, 
eversince  its  establishment, 
has  sought  to  improve  stan- 
dards of  living  of  the  peo- 
ple. During  the  last  three 
years  the  state  has  incurred 
a  loss  of  3,000,000,000  af- 
ghanis  in  subsidising  prices 
to  prevent  undue    rise  in 


prices. 

Economic  development  re- 
ceives the  highest  priority 
in  the  endeavours  of  the 
state  of  Afghanistan.  To 
maintai'n  an  adequate  rate 
of  growth  the  country  has 
allocated  this  year  afs. 
20,232,480,200  for  develop- 
ment inputs.  This  equals  the 
sum  spent  on  development 
activities  throughout  the 
period  of  the  third  five 
year  plan. 

Development  inputs  in 
the  current  year  will  be 
44.23  per  cent  more  than 
allocations  for  the  same  pu- 
rpose in  1355. 

In  the  1356  development 
budget  the  share  of  agric- 
ulture and  irrigation  will 
be  25  per  cent,  that  of  mi- 
nes, industries  and  energy 
46  per  cent,  of  social  ser- 
vices 15  per  cent,  of  com- 
munication and  transporta- 
tion 13  per  cent. 

Regular  budget  of  the 
state  constitutes  21.33  per 
cent  of  the  total  budget  of 
1356.  Subsidies  and  bene- 
fits to  institutions  amount 
to  16.85  per  cent  of  the  to- 
tal budget.  The  remaining 
61.82  per  cent  of  the  1356 
budget  is  earmarked  for 
development  expenditures, 
said  the  Finance  Minister  in 
conclusion. 
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Pashtunistan  Day 
observed  allover 
Afghanistan 


The  National  Day  of  Pa- 
shtunistan, was  observed  in 

Kabul  and  various  provin- 
ces, on  Aug.  31,  1577. 

In  Kabul  the  celebratio- 
ns began  in  Pashtunistan 
Square,  with  the  recitation 
of  a  few  verses  from  the 
Holy  Koran.  Speaking  on 
the  occasion  Kabul  Mavor 
Dr.  Ghulam  Sakhi  Nour- 
zad,  representing  the  citi- 
zens of  Kabul,  said  the 
National  Day  of  Pashtuni- 
stan which  is  marked  in 
grand  function  every  year 
on  this  date  by  the  people 
of  Afghanistan  manifests 
the  brotherly  and  unbrea- 
kable bonds  that  tie  the 
peoples  of  Afghanistan  wi- 
th our  Pashtun  and  Baiu- 
ch  brothers. 

After  further  elaborati- 
on on  these  ties  Mayor  No- 
urzad  said  that  the  wish 
of  the  people  and  the  gov- 
ernment of  Afghanistan  is 
that  the  issue  of  the  inali- 
enable rights  of  the  Pash- 
tun and  Baluch  peoples, 
which  tantamounts  to  our 
sole  political  dispute  with 
Pakistan,  will  oe  resolved 
through    peaceful  talks, 


and  through  peaceful  mea- 
ns in  an  honourable  and 
just  manner. 

With  the  vision  and  wis- 
dom of  our  great  National 
Leader,  Mohammad  Dao- 
ud,  efforts  have  been  ma- 
de and  are  benig  made 
for  finding  an  honourable 
solution  to  this  dispute. 

T)ie  ceremony  was  att- 
ended by  Mohammad  Na- 
im,  members  of  the  cabin- 
et, high  ranking  civil  and 
military  officials.  Govern- 
or of  Kabul,  Ajmal  Khatak 
and  some  other  Pashun 
and  Baluch  leaders,  and 
resident  Pashtunistani?, 
and  students  of  Khushal 
Khan  and  Rahman  Baba 
highschools  and  a  large 
number  of  Kabul  citizens. 

The  Pashtunistan  flag 
was  unfurled,  and  the  Pa- 
shtunistan march  was  he- 
ld amidst  clapping  and  ov- 
ations of  the  crowds  that 
gathered  in  Pashtunistan 
Square.  Addressing  the  ga 
thering  Ajmal  Khatak  in 
a  speech  reviewed  the  str- 
uggles of  the  Pashtun  and 
Baluch  peoples  in  the  wav 
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of  realisation  of  their  in- 
alienable rights,  which 
was  welcomed  enthusiast- 
ically. 

Pictures  of  our  national 
leader,  and  slogans  on  Pa- 
shtunistan  Day  were  ca- 
rried by  Pashtunistanis,  and 
the  students  of  Khushal 
Khan  and  Rahman  Baba 
highschools  performed  the 
national  da'nce. 

Special  issues  of  Jamho- 
uriat,  Anis,  Heywad,  the 
Kabul  Times  and  Pamir 
were  distributed  while  the 
ceremony  was  in  progress. 

In  these  editions  the  pa- 
pers   carried    photographs  ' 
of  the  flags  of  Pashtunist- 
an.  of  the  Pashtun  and  Ba- 
luch  leaders,  and  in  editor- 


ials and  articles  the  Nati- 
onal Day  of  Pashtunistan  is 
expounded  upon. 
Radio  Afghanistan  broadcast 
a  special  program  to  obser- 
ve the  day. 

The  National  Day  of 
Pashtu'nistan  was  also  mar- 
ked in  all  provincial  cen- 
tres and  functions  were 
held  and  speeches  deliver- 
ed on  this  historic  day  of 
the  Pashtun  and  Baluch 
brothers. 

These    ceremonies  were 
attended  by  governors,  he- 
ads of  departments,  high 
ranking  civil  and  military 
officials  and  large  numbers 
of  citizens. 
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President  Daoud  decrees 


HCAF  formation 


As  provided  by  the  provi- 
sion of  Article  131  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Republic, 
the  President  of  the  Repu- 
blic Mohammad  Daoud  pro- 
claimed the  establishment 
of  the  High  Council  of  Ar- 
med Forces,  on  Oct.  26, 
1977. 


The  Presidential  Office 
reported  that  the  decree  for 
the  estabhshment  of  High 
Council  of  Armed  Forces 
comprising  of  twelve  offic- 
ers Of  the  Armed  Forces 
has  been  issued  to  the  Mini- 
stry of  National  Defence. 


National  Revolution 
Party   Central  Council 
members  appointed 


The  President  of  Re- 
public, Mohammad  Daoud, 
i'n  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  article  107  of 
the  Charter  of  the  Nation- 
al Revolution  Party,  app- 
ointed the  members  of  the 
Central  Council  of  the  Par- 
ty, on  Nov.  6,  1977. 

In  accordance  with  the  pr- 
ovision of  Article  130  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Afgha'nistan,  the  Pre- 
sident Of  the  Republic  pro- 
claimed in  force  the  Char- 
ter of  the  National  Revolu- 
tion Party  on  Saratan  26, 
1356.  In  accordance  with 
Article  107  of  the  Charter 
of  the  National  Revolution 
Party,  until  the  convening 
of  the  Congress  of  the  Par- 
ty, the  following  have  been 


appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  Republic    as  memb- 
ers of  the  Central  Council 
of  the  National  Revolution 
Party : 

Dr.  Abdul  Majid,  the  Mi- 
nister of  State; 

Ge'n.  Ghulam  Haider  Ra- 
suli,  the  Minister  of  Nati- 
onal Defence; 

Sayed  Abdulilah,  the  Mi- 
nister    of     Finance;  and 

Prof.  Abdul  Kayoum,  the 
Minister  of  Frontiers  Aff- 
airs. 

When  the  Congress  of  the 
National  RevolutioTi  Party 
is  convened,  of  course,  ac- 
tion will  be  taken  in  accor- 
dance with  the  stipulations 
of  Article  50  of  the  Charter 
of  the  Party. 


Planning  Minister 
Khuram  martyred 


It  wa3  learnt  with  pro- 
found regret  that  Planning 
Minister  Ali  Ahmad  Khur- 
am was  assasinated    by  a 
person  on  Nov.  16,  1977. 

The  assassin  was  arrested. 

President  of  the  Republic 
Mohammad  Daoud  on  hear- 
ing of  the  sudden  demise  of 
late  Ali  Ahmad  Khuram, 
the  Planning  Mi'nister,  ex- 
pressed his  deep  regret  and 


i'n  1958  he  was  appointed 
as  the  director  of  the  same 
section.  One  year  later  he 
was  appointed  in  the  Co- 
mmerce Section  of  the  Pla- 
nning Ministry  and  Secreta- 
ry to  the  Planning  Minist- 
ry. 

In  1963  late  Khuram 
went  to  United  States  for 
higher  education. 


m 


Martyre  Ali  Ahmad  Khuram 


that  of  the  government  ov- 
er the  lamentable  incident. 

Late  Ali  Ahmad  Khuram 
was  born  in  Kabul  in  1931. 
He  completed  his  educati- 
on in  Kabul  and  later  recei- 
ved M.A.  in  economy  in 
United  States. 

Late  Khuram  began  his 
career  as  a  government  ser- 
vant in  1956  and  was  appo- 
inted as  member  of  Coor- 
dination Section  of  the 
Planning    Department  and 


In  1966  he  became  Pre- 
sident of  Planning  Depart- 
ment and  from  1971  to  1974 
he  served  as  Deputy  Minis- 
ter of  Planning  until  he 
was  appointed  as  Minister 
of  Planning  in  April  1974. 

During  the  years  in  office 
Tate  Khuram  attended  nu- 
merous world  and  regional 
conferences  and  seminars. 
He  was  the  recipient  of  th- 
ree letters  of  merit. 


Geography 


From  geographical  poi- 
nt of  view,  Afghanistan  is 
an  interesting  country,  the 
topographic    and  climatic 
features     of  the  country 
introduce  many  physical 
varieties  which  influence 
all  cultural  aspects,  espec- 
ially the  economic  produ- 
cts and  communication  ac- 
tivities throughout  the 
country.    Regiotiai  variet- 
ions,    climatic  contrasts, 
mountain  ranges  and  wa- 
ter  drainage  are  all  evid- 
ence of  physical  aspects  of 
this  country.  Due  to  exis- 
tence of  many  mountain 
ranges,  Afghanistan  has 
rightly  been  called  the 
"Land  of  Mountains''  or 
the  "Swiss  of  Asia*'.  Kes- 
orts,  sight  seeiags  water 
falls,  fishing  and  hunting, 
horse    games  are  f a vo  un- 
ties of  Afghans. 

Afghanistan  the  land  of 
Afghan,  lying  ,in  the  heart 
of  Asia,  is  a  land— locked 
country,  more  than  half  of 
which  is  high  plateau  and 
mountains. 

The  Hindu  Kush  mount- 
ains, the  most  important 
range  in  the  country,  ex- 
tend from  the  nortneast  to 
the  southwest  and  are  the 
source  of  many  rivers.  Th- 
is range  divides  the  coun- 


try into  two  areas.  The  va- 
lleys of  the  north,  flat  and 
fertile,  are  most  suitable 
for  agriculture,  the  rocky 
souther  section  is  heavily 
forested  and  rich  in  ti- 
mber. 

The  land  area  of  Afg- 
hanistan extends  almost 
1350  km.  from  the  northe- 
ast to  the  southv^rest  and 
about  900  km.  from  north 
to  south.  The  Balucliistan 
border,  the  extreme  sou- 
thern boundary  of  the  co- 
untry is,  almost  450  km. 
from  the  Indian  Ocean, 

The  geographic  features 
of  the  country  are  varied 
and  offer  many  contrasts 
in  land  formation.  Lofty 
mountains  in  the  northea- 
st, south,  and  centre,  low- 
lands in  the  northwest 
and  southwest  represent 
some  of  the  topographical 
varieties. 

There  are  four  distinct 
seasons.  The  contrast  of 
altitude,  direction  of  win- 
ds distance  from  the  sea, 
etc.  are  factors  affecting 
the  climate  of  the  country. 
Position  and  Area: 
Afghanistan  is  located 
in  the  northern  hemisph- 
ere. It  lies  in  the  north  su- 
btropic    zone,  between  29 
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degress,  21  minutes  and 
38  degrees,  30  minutes  no- 
rth latitude  and  between 
60  degrees.  31  minutes  and 
75  degrees  east  longitude. 

The  total  area  of  the  co- 
untry is  700,000  square 
km.,^larger  than  France 
and  pre— war  Germany,  or 
about  the  size  of  the  state 
of  Texas.  The  population 
is  about  16,  113,00.  The 
majority  of  the  people  live 
in  fertile  valleys. 

Afghanistan  is  bound  on 
the  north  by  the  Un- 
ion of  Soviet  Socialist  Ke- 
public  (Turkmanistai;, 
Uzbekistan  and  Tai- 
ikistan)  on  the  west  by 
Iran  on  the  couth  and 
east  by  Pashtunistan.  In 
the  northeast,  the  elong- 
ated narrow  strip  of  Wak- 
han  is  bounded  by  China, 
Jammu  and  Kashmir  and 

Russia. 
The  present  boundaries 

of  the  country  were  deter- 
mined according  to  the  fo- 
llowing lines. 

I.  The  northern  bound- 
ary: 

1.  The  Pamir  Line  from 
the  Uly  valley  of  Saraik- 
ul  Lake  (Mar.  1895  A.D.). 

2.  The  Sher  Ali  Khan 
Line  from  Saraikul  Lake 
to  Kham  Ab  (1873)  A  D  ). 

3.  The  Ridge  way  Line 
from  Kham  Ab  to  ZoKi- 
qar  in  the  northwest  of 
Afghanistan  (July  22,  18- 
87  A.D.). 

II.  The  western  bou- 
ndary: 

1.  The  Fakhri    Line  fr- 


om Zolfiqar  to  S-ah  Koh 
(1935  A.D.). 
2.  The    McMahon  Lane 

from  Siah  Koh  to  Kohi 
Malik      Siah    (Ref.  1904 
A.D.) . 

nr.      The  demarcation 

of  the  eastern  and  south- 
ern boundaries  was  esta- 
blished by  the  Durand 
Line  on  November  12, 
1893.  This  line  runs  from 
the  Uly  valley  of  Kohi 
Malik  Siah.  The  Khyber 
pass  and  Chaman  are  sit- 
uated along  this  line. 

The  Pamir  Line  is  loc- 
ated on  the  glacial  ridges 
of  the  Pamir  Plateau, 
'the  roof  of  the  world.' 
There,  Afghanistan  touch- 
es the  Chinese  province  of 
Sinkiang  for  a  ^distance 
of  naearly  100  km.. 

The  Sher  Ali  Khan 
Line  extends  along  the 
Amu  Darya.  This  line  is 
a  natural  boundary  betw- 
een Afghanistan  and  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  Afgh- 
an—Soviet boundary  line 
begins  at  the  Porilloschk- 
ay  spur  in  the  northeast 
and  ends  at  the  village  of 
Zolfiqar  in  the  northwest 
of  the  country. 

The  length  of  this  line 
is  almost  2,000  km.,  a 
part  of  which  is  defined 
by  the  Amu  Darya  (1!^0^' 
km).  And  the  Ridgeway 
Line  between  Afghanistan 
and  Iran  is  marked  by  ri- 
vers, streams,  lakes,  sw- 
amps and  a  portion  by 
demarcation  posts.  The 
Durand  Line  wh- 
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ich  runs  between  Pashtu- 
nistan  and  Afghanistan  is 
defined  by  mountain  ran- 
ges and  deserts. 

Population  

Poulation  is  rapidly  gr- 
owing in  Afghanistan.  The 
development  of  cities  ag- 
riculture, industries,  hea- 
lth improvement,  and  imp- 
rovement of  living  stan- 
dard are  main  factors  for 
this  increase.  People  are 
mainly  concentrated  in 
urban  centers.  Generally 
speaking  the  distribution 
pattern,  of  population 
follows  the  fertile  valley??, 
plains,  riverbanks,  and 
foothills,  where  good  soil 
and  water  are  provided  for 
agricultural  products. 
On  the  other  hand,  the 
number  of  populotion  and 
its  density  varies  from 
province  to  provmce.  In 
semi—desert  and  rugged 
mountainous  regions  pop- 
ulation is  sparsely  distri- 
buted, while  the  fertile 
valleys  and  provinces  su- 
pport a  great  number  oi' 
people  with  high  density 

All  Afghan  people  are 
Aryan  of  Indo-European 
origin.  According  to  Prof. 
Louis  Dupree  the  prehis- 
toric localities  of  Afghan 
distribution  of  population 
was  limited  in  different 
centers.  The  City  of  High 
Flags,  was  called  ^The 
Mother  of  Cities"  from 
where  prehistoric  migra- 
tion took  place  to  all  neig- 
hbor countries. 
Neandarthal  man  was  found 


in  Dara-i-Kur,  Badakhshan, 
"I  have  sought  evid- 
ence which  would  support 
a  favourite  theory;  that 
the  Neandarthals  possibly 
developed  out  of  the  East 
Asian  Strains  of  the  Java 
and  Peki'ng  Men,  and 
during  the  lush  third  in- 
terglacial  period,  spread 
along  the  foothills  of  the 
Eurasian  ,mountains  into 
Europe,  just  a  mountam 
range  east  of  Ai— Khano- 
um,  but  about  40,000  years 
away  in  time,  my  collea- 
gues and  I  uncovered  a 
middle  poleolithic  flake 
industry  of  silicious  lime- 
stone and  crude  flint  in 
Dara-i-Kur  (cave  of  the 
valley)  near  Baba  Darw- 
esh  in  Badakhshan'', 

Therefore,  the  Northern 
part  of  Afghanistan,  can 
be  counted  as  tjbe  cradle 
of  civilisation  in  the  past, 
and  Balkh  was  the  focal 
point  from  where,  people 
started  to  migrate  in  the 
neighbourhood  and  surr- 
ounding valleys  as  well 
as  in  different  regions  of 
the  world. 

The  present  distribution 
of  population  is  shown  in 
chart  which  indicates,  the 
influence  of  demographic 
varations, 

TOPOGRAPHY  AND 
LANDFORMS: 

Topography  examines 
all  aspects  of  landfoims 
and,  as  a  whole,  mountain 
building  and  topographic 
features    are  directly  rel- 
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ated  to  endogenic  movem- 
ent of  the  Earth's  crust. 

In,  the  context  of  this 
chapter,  geological  activit- 
ies introduce  several  for- 
mations and  characteristi- 
cs of  the  past,  dating  back 
to  precambrian  almost  600 
million  years  ago.  From 
geological  point  of  view 
the  Hindu  Kush,  or  the 
'Back  Bone"  of  Afghanis- 
tan is  an  uplift  (anticline) 
of  the  same  age  of  the  Al- 
pine system.  The  heart 
core  of  this  range  is  gran- 
ite in  origin  extending  fr- 
om Northeast  to  west  and 
Southwest. 

Geological  character!  st- 
ies of  Afghanistan  can  be 
classified  as  follows. 

1  Landforms  of  Precam- 
brian Era. 

2.  Landforms  of  Paleoz- 
oic Era. 

3.  Landforms  of  Mesoz- 
oic  Era. 

4.  Landforms  of  Cenoz- 
oic  Era. 

PRECAMBRIAN  I AND- 
FORMS: 

Precambrian  ^^ocks  con- 
sist mainly  of  metamorp- 
hic  or  geneisses,  mica  sc- 
hists, and  green  schists. 
The  "Speen  Ghar'^  which 
is  located  to  the  eastern 
part  of  the  country  and 
to  the  south  of  Nangar- 
har  convey  a  good  exam- 
ple of  precambrian  rocks. 
External  factors  such  as 
w^eathering  and  erosional 
agents    are  continuously 


lowering  the  elevation  of 
this  range.  Other  exampl- 
es of  precambrian  rocks 
can  be  found  in  Kamdish, 
Kunar,  Badakhshan  Cen- 
tral Plateau,  and  a  long 
strip  between  the  Parap- 
amisus  and  Syah  Koh.  A 
branch  of  the  Hindu  Kush, 
which  is  located  around  Ka 
bul  City,  is  also  iormed 
of  precambrian  metamorp 
hie  rocks.  AlU  these  rocks 
were  uplifted  parallel  to 
the  Hindu  Kush  orogenic 
movements. 

.  PALEOZOIC  LANDFO 
RMS: 

Massive  bloks  of  paleo- 
zoic rocks  are  found  in 
Wakhan,  Northern  part 
of  Faizabad.  Southern  and 
Western  portion  of  Kabul, 
Kapisa,  Laghman,  and 
central  plateau  of  the  cou- 
ntry. 

Paleozoic  era  represen 
ta  several  type  of  rocks 
such  as  schist,  sandstones, 
limestones,  salted  and  of 
pre — erdovlcian  nietarmor- 
phic  agents  are  continuous- 
ly lowering  phylites.  Coal 
deposits  is  another  chara- 
cteristics of  paleozoic, 
which  happened  in  carbo- 
niferous period,  area  ar- 
ound Malistan,  Kakar,  Ish- 
pushta,  and  Dara-i-Souf 
are  best  examples.  Limes- 
tones and  sandstones  of 
permian  period  are  found 
in  the  Panjsher  and  Gh- 
orband  valleys,  as  well  as 
in  Badakhshan. 
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MESOZOIC  LANDFDR- 

MS:  

The  remnants  of  Mesoz- 

oic  era  is  Tria- 
sic  Jurasic,  and  Cre 
tacios  period.  Deposits  of 
lomerates,  sandstones  and 
marks  are  related  to  these 
periods.  Samples  of  these 
formations  are  mostly  foutid 
in  Southwest,  Central,  Nor- 
thwest, North  of  Koh— 1— 
Baba,  Southern  part  of 
Dasht-i-Arbo  Eastern  part 
of  Pakthia,  Eastern  port- 
ion of  Kabul  especially 
to  the  East  of  Mahi— Par 
areas.  Volcanic  deposits 
are  also  included  in  these 
periods. 

TERTIARY: 

Late  cretacious  and  ear- 
ly paleocene  is  an  import- 
ant time  of  the  Hindu  Ru- 
sh orgonic  movements.  In 
this  period  Afghanistan 
emerged  from  the  Tethys 
Ocean;  volcanic,  Tectonic, 
and  distrophic  uplifting  st- 
arted in  larger  scale  than 
ever  before;  many  local 
anticlines,  and  synclines 
were  formed  in  the  Terti- 
ary era.  Rocks  of  Preca- 
mbrian,  Paleozoic,  and 
Mesozoic  are  aboundant  in 
these  mountains,  and  the 
present  pattern  of  Afgh- 
an mountain  ranges  coin- 
cides with  these  geologi- 
cal movements. 

Intrusive  and  extrusive 
magmatic  uplifting  of  the 
Tertiary  era  is  interesting 
to  all  geologists  and  geog- 
raphers, due  to  these  proc- 


esses the  present  land- 
forms  of  Afghanistan  ca- 
me to  existence. 

Aggradition  and  degrad- 
ation activities  took  pla- 
ce after  paleocene  and 
eocene  periods.  Erosional 
agents  such  as  wind,  gla- 
ciar,  water,  and  weather- 
ing worked  intensively  all 
over  the  country  in  these 
periods. 

Aeolian,  Alluvial,  and 
Lacustrian  deposits  are 
widely  spread  in  the  bas- 
ins, plains,  and  low  lan- 
ds. Sedimentary  rocks  of 
Neogene  such  as  silt,  san- 
dstones, and  conglomera- 
tes have  occupied  vast  ar- 
eas in  Nengarhar,  Kunduz, 
Taloqan,  Khan  Abad  So- 
uthern part  of  Maza-i-  Sh- 
arif, Northwest  of  Maim- 
ana,  Southeast  of  Ghazni, 
Ab— -i— Istada,  the  Hari 
Rud  and  Khash  bas- 
ins, Islam  Qala,  Zinda  Jan, 
Farah,  Chakhansur  and 
the  whole  area  of  Dussti 
— Margo,  Garmsel.  To  so- 
me extent  sedimentary 
rocks  of  Neogen  have  cap- 
ability to  serve  agricultu- 
re, for  example  the  whole 
area  of  Nangarhar  project 
is  caried  on  Neoglue  dep- 
osit. 

Aeolian  sedimentary  ro- 
cks are  found  in  the  Reg- 
istan  area,  but  gravels,  sa- 
nds, resorted  leon,  and 
talus  are  the  result  of 
Quaternary  period,  which 
recently  have  formed,  low- 
lands and  river  beds  repr- 
esent these  characteristics. 
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Northern  part  of  Afghan- 
istan including  Mazar-i- 
Sharif,  Balkh,  Andkhoy 
a'nd  its  surrounding  area 
are  covered  by  Quatern- 
ary sedimentary  rocks, 
which  support  our  agricu- 
ltural products. 

Furthermore,  due  to  di- 
astrophic  movements,  th- 
ere are  many  fault  lines 
all  over  the  mountainous 
regions    of  the  country. 
These  fault  lines  are  ma- 
inly parallel  to  the  strike 
of  mountains,  but  m  some 
regions  cut  the  strikes. 
The  longest  fault  lines  run 
from  Wakhan  down  to  Ka- 
ndahar and  Herat  areas. 
Most  of  them  are  parallel 
to  each   other,  but  some 
of  them   are  short  and 
cross  other     lines,  (See 
map). 

TOPOGRAPHY  AND 
LANDFORMS: 

The  present  land  forms 
in  Afghanistan  are  of 
quite  recent  origin,  havmg 
developed  in  the  late  Ter- 
tiary period  (12  to  60  mi- 
llion years  ago)  by  subsid- 
ence following  the  fold- 
ing of  the  central  ran- 
ge of  the  Hindu  Kush  mo- 
untains. Before  that,  in 
the  Mesozoic  period  (120 
to  190  million  years  ago), 
the  Middle  East,  includ- 
ing Afghanistan,  was  cut 
hv  a  deep  marine  through 
the  so—called  Tethys. 

During  the  latter  period 
a  generally  slow  but  occ- 
asionally lively  uplift  mo- 


vement occurred  in  Afg- 
hanistan, in  the  course  of 
which  the  structural  unit 
of  the  Hindu  Kush  evolv- 
ed. The  main  topographic- 
al features  of  Afghanist- 
an were  formed  by  the 
end  of  the  Tertiary  period. 
However,  they  bear  little 
resemblance  to  the  pre- 
sent features  of  the  coun- 
try. 

During  the  period  of 
glaciation  intense  frost  ac- 
celerated the  erosion  res- 
ulting in  large  boulderf- 
ields  and  gravel  pits. 

The  youngest  features  of 
the  country  are  the  flood 
plains  of  the  Kabul,  Helm- 
and,  Hari  Rud  and  Amu 
Darya  rivers,  Metamorp- 
hic  and  intrusive  rocks 
are  predominant  in  north- 
eastern Afghanistan,  from 
Ghazni   up  to  the  Panjsh- 
her    and  Badakhshan.  Cr- 
ystalline rocks   are  also 
present   along  both  sides 
of  the  Hari  Rud  in  Herat. 
The  greater  part  of  south- 
eastern  Afghanistan  is 
made  up  of  limestone.  Tn 
Shindand  and  in  parts  of 
the  Central  Farah  Rud  th- 
ere is  an  exensive  develo- 
pment of  lower  Tertiary 
volcanic  rocks. 

Neogene  conglometrates 
are  prevalent  in  the  lower 
regions  of  Farah.  Herat, 
the  centrel  high  lands  and 
the  Kabul  river  basin.  Be- 
cause of  the  transcurrent 
movements  of  the  earth, 
major  faults  have  occurr- 


ed  in  the  south. 

The  Hindu  Kush  exten- 
ds 800  kilometres  northea- 
st to  southwest.  The  bac- 
kbone of  Afghanistan,  it 
abounds  in  fertile  valleys 
and  rivers.  Some  of  its 
northern  spurs  are  impas- 
sible and  a  number  of  pe- 
aks are  over  5,000  metres 
high.  Glaciers  5,00  metres 
above  sea  level  cut  throu- 
gh numerous  passes. 

The  most  important  pa- 
sses of  the  Hindu  Kush  ra- 
nge are: 

The  Khawak — elevation: 
3600  xtL 

The  Khaknoll— elevation 
3400  m. 

The  Thull— elevation  3,- 
600  TtL 

The  Salang  and  Bajga 
elevation  407  m. 

The  Koashan— elevation 
4,370  m. 

The  Shiber—elevation 
3,260  m. 

The  Dandan  Shikan— el- 
evation 3200  m. 

Geomorphologlcaly, 
the  Hindu— Kush  can  be 
divided  into  an  eastern 
extension  from  the  Khurd 
Pamir  to  the  Khawak  pass 
and  a  western  extension 
from  the  Khawak  pass  to 
the  Aqrubat  and  Bamyan 
pass.  The  eastern  stretch 
is  higher. 

The  centrally  located 
Kobe— Baba  range,  with 
an  east — west  extension  is 
separated  from  the  Hindu 
Kush  bv  the  Bamvan  val- 
ley. 


The  highest  rige  is 
the  Shah  Foladi  with  an 
elevation  of  5,140  metres. 
The  Teer  Bande  Turkist- 
an,  the  Safid  Koh  and  Si- 
ah  Koh,  are  western  ran- 
ges; the  eastern  Siah  Koh, 
and  the  southern  Spin 
Ghar  are  located  in  the 
east.  The  Suleiman  lange 
is  a  prominent  feature  of 
southern  Afghanistan,  the 
eastern  extension  of  which 
separates  the  Indus  basin 
from  Afghan  territory. 

HYDROGRAPHY: 

Because  of  the  rugged 
mountains  with  their  nu- 
merous longitudinal  and 
several  valleys  the  dr- 
ainage network  is  contr 
oiled  by  the  structural 
form  of  the  mountain  ra- 
nges. Afghanistan  can  th- 
us be  divided  into  five 
hydrological  units:  the 
Kabul  basin,  the  Oxus  ba- 
sin, the  Herat  basin,  the 
Sistan  basin  and  the  Gha- 
zni  basin. 

The  Kabul  river  and  its 
tributaries  flow  into  the 
Kabul  basin. 

The  right  bank  tributa- 
ry watersheds  are  consi- 
derably lower  than  those 
of  the  left  bank.  This  aff- 
ects the  distribution  and 
amount  of  precipitation  in 
surrounding  areas.  The 
most  important  tributari- 
es of  the  Kabul  river  are 
the  Logar,  the  Panjsher, 
the  Tagab,  the  Alishing 
the  Alingar  and  the  Kun- 
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ar.  All  the  riv«irs  of  the 
Kabul  basin  are  v/idely 
used  for  inigation,  but  so- 
me dry  up  during  the  su- 
mmer. The  catchment  ar- 
ea of  the  Kabul  is  appro- 
ximately 75,390  square  ki- 
lometres. The  Kabul  ri- 
ver itself  rises  in  the  Un- 
ai  pass  in  the  Kobe  -Baba 
and  extends  for  500  kilom- 
etres (360  of  it  in  Afghan- 
istan) before  it  joins  the 
Indus. 

The  Amu  Darya  and  its 
tributaries  arise  from  the 
Oxus  basin.  The  entire 
basin  is  fed  by  the  perpe- 
tual snows  of  the  Pamir 
and  the  Hindu  Kush.  The 
Amu,  which  rises  in  the 
Pamir  plateau,  flows  west 
ward.  Its  primary  tributa- 
ries are  the  Khan  -Ab- 

ady  the  Baghlan,  the  Pam- 
ir and  the  Panj. 

The  Amu  flows  through 
a  tectonic  area  and  empt- 
ies into  the  Aral  sea. 

The  Helmand,  the  Fa- 
rah  Rud,  the  Adreskan 
and  the  Khash  Rud  co- 
mprise the  southwestern 
Sistan  basin,  which  opens 
up  into  the  Sistan  desert 
and  Sistan  lake.  The  Hel- 
mand, the  largest  inloid 
river  in  Afghanistan,  rises 
in  the  Kobe— -Baba,  flows 
south  and  then  south—w^e- 
st  and  ultimately  pours 
into  the  Sistan  lake.  The 
Arghandab  and  the  Tur- 
nak  are  its  most  importa- 
nt tributaries,  providing 
abundant  waters  for  the 


Helmand  River  irrigation 
projects.  The  Khash  Rud, 
rising  in  the  Siah  Koh,  al- 
so empties  into  the  Sistan 
lake.  The  Farah  Rud  risen 
in  the  Siahkoh  too,  but 
disappears  in  the  Sistan 
desert. 

The  480  km.  Adreskan 
flows  into  the  Humaira 
Saliari  lake  in  tJie  Sistan 
depression. 

The  main  course  of  the 
Herat  basin  is  the  Hari 
Rud  river  which  rises  in 
the  mountains  of  central 
Afghanistan.  Its  watershe- 
ds are  found  in  the  Para- 
pamisus  mountains  and 
the  western  range  of  the 
Hindu  Kush.  It  flows  from 
east  to  west  as  far  as  the 
village  of  Kohson;  then  it 
turns  north  and  for  90  km 
forms  the  boundary  betw- 
een Afghanistan  and  Iran. 
The  Hari  Rud  and  its 
tributaries,  the  260  km. 
Kawgan  and  the  95  km. 
Korrukh  disappear  in 
the  Turkman  desert.  The 
catchment  area  of  the  ba- 
sin is  1720  square  kilome- 
tres. 

The  Ghaznl  basin  is 
watered       by  the 

The  Ghazni  and  Nahoor. 
The  Ghazni  river  rises  in 
southwest  Ghazni  and  fl- 
ows for  190  km.  until  it 
empties  into  Ab— Istadah, 
1968  metres  above  sea— le- 
vel. Its  catchment  area  is 
12,370  square  kilometres. 
The  133  kilometre  Naho- 
or also  empties  into  lake 
Ab—i— Istadah,  Its^  catch- 
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ment  area  is  3710  square 
kilometers. 

Climate  exerts  an  imp- 
ortant influence  on  all  ph- 
ysiological phenomena  Cl- 
imate affects  human  me- 
ntal and  physical  activit- 
es,  further  more,  clima- 
te determines  to  a  large 
scale,  type  of  natural  veg- 
etation, soil  crop  cultivat- 
ion, forests,  clothes,  and 
forms  of  houses  and  cons- 
tructions, economic  devel- 
opments and  type  of  dise- 
ases, and  human  ability 
are  related  to  climate.  Th- 
erefore, it  is  very  import- 
ant for  Afghans  to  be  aw- 
are of  the  climate  of  their 
country. 

Afghanistan  is  lucated 
in  a  high  pressure  contin- 
ental belt  betw(3exa  the 
Indian  Monsoon  and  Arid 
Soviet  Turkistan;  has  a 
dry  sunny,  seldom  cloudy, 
low  precipitation  climate 
with  hot  summers  and 
cold  winters.  Cold  air 
masses  from  Siberia  ente- 
ring the-  country  from 
the  north  and  the  Atlantic 
law  depression  from  the 
northwest  influence  the 
weather  in  winter  and 
early  spring  bringing  sn- 
owfalls and  severe  cold 
throughout  the  country. 
The  effects  of  the  Mons- 
oons are  felt  in  summer  in 
the  orographic  rainfall  in 
the  crests  of  the  Hindu 
Kush.  Temperature  fluca- 
tions,  well  pronounced  pr- 
ecipitation and  rhythmic 
seasonal  change  are  chara- 


cteristic of  this  change 
are  characteristic  of  this 
climate.  The  following 
factors  influence  the  clim- 
ate to  a  considerable  deg- 
ree. 

There  is  regional  diversi- 
ty and  uneven  distributi^ 
on  of  precipitation  result- 
ing from  the  orograph- 
ic influence  and  topogra- 
phic differentiation.  The 
annual  rainfall  varies  fr- 
om around  910  mm. 

Recorded  in  the  Salang, 
242  mm.  in  Jalalabad.  Be- 
cause of  the  orographic 
effect,  rainfall  is  more  ab- 
undant on  the  windward, 
slopes.  Air  masses  rising 
in  the  windward  slopes 
quickly  condense  while, 
becouse  of  the  decreasing 
amount  of  humidity,  the 
air  temperature  increas- 
es as  the  mases  descend. 
The  heavy  precipitation  on 
the  northern  slopes  of 
the  Hindu  Kush  keep  the 
left  bank  tributaries  of 
the  Kabul  River  full  th- 
rouh  precipitation  increa- 
ses with  elevation,  the 
peaks  of  the  mountain  out 
the  year.  Moreover,  beca- 
use ranges  receive  more 
rainfall  than  the  plairs 
and  valleys.  The  upsiope 
movements  of  the  Siber- 
ian air  masses  cause  hccivy 
rainfalls  during  the  win-, 
ter  from  December  to 
February.  In  the  Kabul 
Basin  and  surrounding  ar- 
eas the  Indian  Monsoons 
bring  rains  also  during 
the  summer. 
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Although  there  are  fre- 
quent snowfalls  in  winter, 
precipitation  occurs  mai- 
nly as  summer  rain.  Prev- 
iously, the  climate  of  Afg- 
hanistan was  divided  in- 
to three  distinct  topograp- 
hic zones:  the  plainai  and 
foothills  the  medium  el- 
evation range  from  100  to 
2500  m.  and  the  Alpine 
Tundra  (above  the  three 
line).  The  first  zone  in- 
cludes the  lowlands  of 
Jalalabad,  Herat,  Baghl- 
an,  Qunduz,  Mazare  Shar- 
if, Sheberghan,  Laghman 
and  Farah.  January  has  a 
mean  monthly  air  temper- 
ature of— rC.  and  Julv 
32'C. 

The  second  zone  includ- 
es Kabul  Karaze  Mir  and 
Ghazni.  The  average  me- 
an winter  temperature  is 
— 5*C  the  more  elevated 
regions  usually  fall  be- 
low freezing  during  most 
of  the  winter.  The  sum- 
mer mean  lies  between  20 
and  25C.  The  mean  summ- 
er temperatures  of  the 
Alpine  Tundra  fluctuated 
between  +9  and  —  13° C. 
The  heavy  precipitation 
in  this  zone  is  a  major  de- 
terminant of  the  hydrog- 
raphy of  the  country. 

The  upper  portions  of 
the  Hindu  Kush  and  oth- 
er ranges  comprise  the 
Alpine  zone. 

TEMPERATURE: 

Afghanistan  is  charac- 
terised by  a  wide  tempe- 
rature  range,  with  ex- 


termely  cold  winters  and 
hot  summer,  and  seasonal 
contrasts  in  temperature 
and  precipitation.  The 
wide,  variation  in  elevat- 
ion and  the  modifying  eff- 
ect of  the  Hindu  Kush  are 
responsible  for  the  broad 
spectrum  of  temperature 
distribution  across  the 
country.  (See  Fig.  1).  Jan- 
uary is  usually  the  coldest 
temperatures  found  on 
the  peaks  of  the  Hindu 
Kupsh.  July  is  the  warm- 
est month.  Summer  temp- 
eratures usually  vary  bet- 
ween 4.6  and  33.7C*. 

WINDS- 

Direction,  strength  and 
frequency  of  winds  also 
play  an  important  part  in 
determining  climatic  co- 
nditions. Secondarv  wi- 
nds,  associated  with  the 
frontal  air  masses  of 
Siberia,  the  Icelandic  low 
pressure  and  the  Indian 
Monsoons  enter  the  coun- 
try from  the  north,  north 
most  and  southwest,  re- 
spectively. Because  of 
the  mountainous  terrain^ 
there  are  many  wind  poc- 
kets having  special  cha- 
racteristics. Mountain  and 
valley  winds  are  prevalent 
throughout  the  count- 
ry, the  most  prominent  of 
which  are  the  Par  wan 
wind  of  Parwan  province 
responsible  for  the  runn- 
ing sands  of  th  Raige  Ra- 
wan  and  the  120  day  win- 
ds of  Chakhansoor.  Glac- 
ial winds  blow  in  the  ext- 
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reme  northeast  especially 
in  Wakhan  and  Faizabad 
in  Badakhshan.  Slope  wi- 
nds blows  every  morning 
at  10  a.m.  Gul  Ghundi  on 
the  eastern  slope  of  the 
Khawaja  Sayaran  Moun- 
tains in  western  Charikar. 
This  wind  blows  when  the 
sun's  rays  hit  a  mountain 
slope  vertically  where  th- 
ere is  a  pressure  gradient 
between  the  plain  and  the 
valley  because  of  the  i 
ulating  effect  of  the  air. 

AIR  MASS: 

Climatic  analysis  is  also 
based  on  the  location  of 
air  mass,  front  and  cyclo- 
nic stroms.  The  following 
air  masses  are  considerab- 
le in  Afghanistan. 

1.  Siberian  Air  Mass  ir 
the  winter  season. 

2.  Atlantic  and  Mediter- 
ranean cyclonic  low  depr- 
ession in  early  spring. 

3.  Indian  Monsoon  Air 
Mass  in  summer. 

4.  Persian  Gulf  Air  Ma- 
ss in  summer. 

Siberian  Air  Mass  ent- 
ers the  country  from  the 
north,  its  cold  front  bring 
snow  fall  in  winter.  Cycl- 
onic depresseions  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Mediterrane- 
an enter  the  country  from 
the  Northwest  and  bring 
rainfall  throughout  the 
central  plateau  and  step- 
pe regions. 

Monsoon  Air  Mass  ent- 
ers Nangarhar  and  Pakth- 
ia  from  Southeast  while 


storms  of  Persian  Gulf  co- 
mes from  southwest,  brin- 
gs short  rainfall  in  high 
altitudes,  but  can  not  pass 
the  Hindu  Kush  range. 

The  profound  effect  of 
temperature,  precipitation, 
air  masses,  pressure,  and 
wind  are  taken  as  bases 
of  climatic  zonation  of  Af- 
ghanistan, data  are  avail- 
able in  Afghan  Meteorol- 
ogical Institute. 

There  are  more  than  32 
stations  in  operation  for 
meterological  observati^ 
ons. 

RELIET: 

The  Hindu  Kush  rang- 
e's orographic  rainfall  gr- 
eatly affects  the  coimtry's 
hydrographic  netv/ork. 
The  Suleiman  and  Spin 
Ghar  ranges  act  as  a  bar- 
rier against  the  Indian  Mo- 
nsoons. Moimtain  temper- 
atures are  lower  and  prec- 
ipitation more  abundant 
than  in  the  river  basins 
and  plains.  Soil,  rock,  and 
vegetation  also  modify  the 
local  micro  and  meso  cli- 
mate of  the  basins.  Beca- 
use the  windward  slopes 
of  the  moimtains  catch  the 
wet  airmasses,  the  left 
bank  tributariese  of  the 
river  basins  have  more 
water  than  right  bank  on- 
es. For  example,  the  Lala- 
ndar  and  the  Logar 
tributaries  of  the  Ka- 
bul, dry  up  in  the  summ- 
er while  the  Panjsher  fl- 
ows throughout  the  year. 
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SOLAR  RADIATION: 
Because  of  the  contine- 
ntal climate  and  seasonal 
clear  skies,  Afghanistan 
receives  a  greater  deal 
of  solar  radiation  than 
India  and  other  tropical 
regions,  on  the  average  of 
1700  to  3200  solar  hours 
per  year.  Maximum  radi- 
ation occurs  on  southern 
slopes  and  plains  v/here 
the  sun  rays  strike  the  ea- 
rth in  nearly  vertical  ang- 
les. 

Exposition  and  radiation 
make  Jabul  Seraj  warm- 
er than  Kabul.  The  high 
degree  of  solar  radiation 
during  the  summer  often 
causes  afternoon  convect- 
ional  storms. 

According  to  Vavilov, 
the  following  climatic  zo- 
nes exist  in  Afghanistaa. 

1.  Humid  subtropical  cl- 
imate; plain  of  Jalalabad. 

2.  Plains  under  900  met- 
res above  sea  level;  des- 
erts, steppes  and  hills. 

3.  Intermediate  zone, 
between  900  and  1,300  m. 
(including  deserts  with 
a  minimum  of  rainfall). 

4.  Temperate  zone  abo- 
ve  2,400  m. 

5.  Alpine  zone  above 
2,400  m. 

Grozoynesky,  on  the 
other  hand,  divides  Afgh- 
anistan into  the  follow- 
ing climate  zones: 

Type  A:  Desert  climate 
of  Girishk     Ragistan,  Du- 

sht— i— Bakwa,  Margo,  Kh- 
ash  Rud  Desert  and  Sist- 
an. 


Type  B:  Steppe  clima- 
te of  Kandahar,  Chaman, 
Herat,  plains  of  North 
Afghanistan. 

Typt  C:  Subtropical  cl- 
imate of  Jalalabad  (with 
cool  winter  season  but 
few  frosts). 

Type  D:  Temperate  cl- 
imate of  Kabul,  Kunar 
valley,  (winter  with  frost, 
some  snow,  humidity  less 
than  20  per  cent,  temper- 
ature of  the  coldest  mon- 
th~5*C.). 

Type  E:  Extreme  Alp- 
ine climate  in  mountains 
above  2000  m.  (long  sev- 
ere winters,  minimum  te- 
mperature—5*C.,  Tempe- 
rature above—lO  C*). 

Whatever  system  of 
climatic  zonation  mav  be 
adopted  a  study  of  the 
combined  monthly  tempe- 
perature,  precipitation  hu- 
midity, air  mass,  and  wind 
will  reveal  the  climatic 
characteristics  of  a  coun- 
try. On  the  basis  of  mete- 
orological data  the  clim- 
atic zones  of  Afghanistan 
are  divided    as  follows: 

1.  Desert  climate  of 
Southwest  (BWB). 

2.  Monsoon  climate  of 
Pakthia  (CW). 

3.  Mediteranean  clima- 
te of  Nangarhar  (Csa). 

4.  Steppe  climate  of  the 
North  and  South  of  the 
Hindu  Kush  regions 
(Bsh). 

5.  Alpine  Tundra  of  the 
central  plateau  (Df). 

6.  High  land  climate  of 
the  Northeast  Hindu  Kush 
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(H&  Df). 

This  classification,  is 
presented  by  the  author- 
in  Kabul  University,  bas- 
ed on  monthly  temperat- 
ure, precipitation  and  relat- 
ive humidity,  graphs  and 
charts  are  prepared  for 
each  climatic  zone,  which 
offer  detailed  information 
on  temperature  precipi- 
tation and  other  meteoro- 
logical elements. 

The  desert  climate  of 
Afghanistan  indicates  ex- 
tremely low  precipitation 
and  high  temperatures  ra- 
nge throughout  the  year. 
Rainfall  is  sporadic  sand 
dunes,  low  shrubs  are  fo- 
und in  this  zone.  Poten- 
tial evaporation  exceeds 
precipitation,  temperature 
ranging  from,  warm  to 
very  hot,  dust  bowls  are 
abundant,  and  agricultu- 
ral activities  are  limited. 
Farah  is  a  good  meteorol- 
ogical station  of  this  zo- 
ne. Climogram,  and  att- 
ached charts  give  you 
satisfactory  information 
about  the  climatic  charac- 
teristic of  this  region. 

(See  Chart). 

The  Monsoon  climate 
of  Pakthia  shows  two  ma- 
ximum rainfall  in  spring 
and  summer  seasons.  An- 
nual rainfall  reaches  to 
680  mm.  Indian  monsoon 
brings  rainfall  in  the  su- 
mmer, while  Siberian  air 
mass  produces  snowfall  in 
high  lands  of  this  area. 
Fluctuation  of  tf^mperat- 
ure  and  rainfall  can  be 


studied  in  tables  and  gra- 
phs. 

(See  chart). 

Mediterranean  climate 
of  Nangarhar  is  character- 
ized by  a  very  dry,  hot 
summer  alternating  with 
a  wet  and  mild  winter. 
Barro  is  a  very  dry  wind 
in  the  summer  season  ru- 
nning EW  along  the  Kab- 
ul river.  Mediterranean 
vegetation  and  evergreen 
trees  are  found  in  Nangar- 
har. 

(See  Charts) 

Mean  annual  temperatu- 
re is  around  22  *C,  while 
its  maximum  temperature 
is  recorded  48*C. 

The  steppe  climate  of 
Afghanistan  is  divided  in- 
to two  parts:  (North  and 
South  of  Hindu  Kush). 
Herat,  Kunduz,  Mazar-i- 
Sharif,  Maimana,  and  Ba- 
ghlan  stations  are  includ- 
ed in  the  northern  ste- 
ppe, but,  Kandahar,  Gha- 
zni,  Jabul— Seraj,  and 
Kabul  are  counted  in  the 
southern  steppe  region. 
Severe  cold  in  the  winter 
and  warm  to  hot  siimmer 
are  main  characteristics 
of  this  region. 

Temperature  varies  fr- 
om—lO  up  to  40  *C.  Ann- 
ual precipitation  rainfall 
is  not  less  than  250  mm. 
Siberian  cold  front  brings 
snowfall  all  over  this  re- 
gion. Alpine  tundera  of 
the  central  plateau  and 
altitude  climatt  of  Northe- 
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ast,  indicates  low  temper- 
atures, high  precipitation, 
and  cold  to  cold  moist  cl- 
imate. Wind  is  very  str- 
ong in  this  area  and  most 
part  of  it  is  covered  by 
permanent  snow.  Low 
shrubs  are  also  foimd  in 
this  region.  Annual  preci- 
pitation reaches  almost  to 
1,200  mf.  and  temperature 
ranges  from— -4  to  20  *C, 
throughout  the  year.  Nau- 
oor,  North  Salang,  and  So- 


uth Salang  are  stations 
of  Alpine  tundra  and  high 
altitude. 

Alpine  tundra  of  centr- 
al plateau  is  a  very  im- 
portant place  for  grazing 
of  animals.  Nauoor  in 
Ghazni  province  is  an 
outstanding  example  of 
this.  Nomadic  life  is  spre- 
ad all  over  the  Alpine  tu- 
ndra as  well  as  in  steppe 
regions. 
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History 


This  brief  historical  ske- 
tch describes  the  role  of  Af- 
ghanistan in  the  evolution 
of  civilisation  and  culture 
in  Asia.  Detailed  enumera- 
tion of  invasions  and  dynas- 
tic wars  is  available  in  the 
choronological  table  at  the 
end  of  this  article.  For  this 
subject  a  number  of  passa- 
ges have  been  dravm  from 
the  writings  of  such  orienta- 
lists as  Benveniste.  Dumezil 
A.  Foucher,  Y.  Godard  Gro- 
usset.  Masse  Massignon,  and 
others  generally  not  yet  pu- 
blished in  English. 

The  territory  of  historical 
Afghanistan  largely  corres- 
ponds of  that  of  the  Afgha- 
nistan of  today.  From  the 
cultural,  geogrjaphic,  and 
linguistic  points  of  view, 
the  country  possesses  traits 
in  common  with  Central  As- 
ia immediately  north  of  the 
Oxus,  the  Indo-Pakistan  sub 
— continent  and  above  all 
with  list  western  neighbour, 
Iran.  Indeed,  the  orientalis- 
ts speak,  in  scholarly  works 
of  western  and  eastern  Iran 
in  order  to  denote  Persia 
and  Afghanistan,  respective- 
ly, Kashmir,  the  region  of 
Peshawar,  Baluchistan,  Kh- 
orasan,  and  Transoxiana  ha- 


ve more  than  once  formed 
a  common  state  with  Afgh- 
anistan, "the  heart  of  Asia," 
which,  moreover  has  played 
a  determining  role  in  the 
destinies  of  the  surrounding 
territories:  Iran  Central  As- 
ia, and  India. 

Take  the  last  as  an  exam- 
ple. In  and  of  itself  the 
sub — continent  of  India  is 
insularised  by  mountain  ba- 
rriers and  by  the  sea,  with 
one  notable  exception:  the 
natural  two — lane  highway 
which  decends  through  the 
Afghan  valleys  from  Kabul 
to  Lahore  and  from  Kanda- 
har to  Multan.  One  is  tem- 
pted to  say:  "The  Khyber 
pass  and  the  Gomal  Pass  op- 
eni  the  plaints  of  the  Indus 
to  the  masters  of  the  Afgh- 
an eagles  nests  and  there 
you  have  Indian  history  in  a 
nut — shell." 

The  iron  gated  of  the  Af- 
ghan passes  could  be  temp- 
orarily baricated.  From  time 
to  time,  however,  they  were 
breached  by  the  sequadrons 
which  descend  from  the  Af- 
ghan uplands  and  India  on- 
ce more  submitted  to  new 
conquerers. 
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PRE -ISLAMIC  AFGHA- 
NISTAN: 

'  The  discovery  of  a  20000 
years  old  man's  head  sculp- 
tured on  an  oblong  limesto- 
ne pebble  in  Upper  Paleoli- 
thic level,  in  north  Afghan- 
istan, represents  the  oldest 
known  sculpture  in  Asia, 
and  probably  one  of  the  ol- 
dest specimens  to  be  found 
anywhere  in  the  world."  (L. 
Dupree). 

The  existence  of  agricul- 
ture in  Afghanistan  (most 
probably  the  cradle  of  whe- 
at cultivation)  has  been 
witnessed  in  a  very  early  le- 
vel. Excavations  at  Mu- 
ndigak,  Shamsher  —  Ghar 
and  Aq — Kupruk  have  re- 
vealed the  imortance  of  the 
land's  prehistory. 

Afghanistan  was  pait  of 
the  region  of  Asia,  called 
Aryan  a  in  the  Avesta,  fr- 
om which  the  common  an- 
cestors of  the  oldest  Iran« 
ians  and  Indians^  the  Ary- 
ans, emerged,  In  the  Rig 
Veda.  revered  in  India, 
and  in  the  Avesta,  which  be* 
came  the  Holy  Book  of 
the  Iranians,  are  a  great 
number  of  common  conce- 
pts, frequently  denoted  by 
the  same  terms,  and  names 
of  divinities,  which  are  in 
part  identical  (Mitra,  In- 
dra,  and  the  two  Nasatya). 

The  earliest  references  to 
the  area  now  covered  by 
Afghanistan  and  its  neigh- 
bouring territories  are  trac- 
eable to  the  hymns  of  the 
Rigveda  which  contains  ab- 
undant geographical  and 
other  data.  Among  rivers 


mentioned  in  the  hymns  are 
the  Kubha  (Kabul)  and  Su- 
vastu  (Swat). 

Afghanistan  —above  all, 
Balkh  (Bactra)— is  the  sc- 
ene of  the  most  important 
and  most  ancient  of  Aryan-^ 
a's  legends;  the  oldest 
texts  and  traditions  am- 
ong them  the  famous  epic 
poem  Shahnama  by  Firdau- 
si—  bear  withness  to  this 
Mazdeism. 

In  its  initial  form,  the 
Mazdean  religion  taught, 
according  to  the  Avesta, 
the  cult  of  two  divinities, 
Ahuramazda  and  Mithra, 
associated  v^th  a  large  nu- 
mber of  other  divinities 
called  ahuras  and  devas 
which  personify  the  great 
fire  and  water,  sun  and 
moon  forces  of  nature  and 
the  elements:  heaven  and 
earth  the  inds  and  so  for- 
th. Each  element  is  the 
object  of  its  own  cult  and 
special  hymns  are  devoted 
to  it.  Ritual  ceremonies  take 
place:  libations  of  **hao- 
ma",  the  hoty  intoxicating 
liquor  being  the  essence 
of  the  perfumed  plant  ^1^- 
ich  is  the  "soma"  of  the 
Indo—  Aryan  Vedas  and 
which  itself  delied,  offer- 
ings of  large  numbers  of 
animals:  buUs,  horses  ca- 
mels sheep;  and  fecundity 
ZARATHUSRA : 

Zarathustra,    who,  in  all 

probability  lived  in  or  ne- 
ar Afghanistan  between 
the  10th  and  5th  centuries 
B.C.  was  able  to  reform  th- 
ese beliefs  and  to  transform 
them  into  ethical  conceptio- 
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ns.  With  a  clear  and  sharp 
insight  into  the  unity  and 
the  incomparable  grandeur 
of  God,  more  noble  and  pow- 
erful than  any  that  had  be- 
en conceived  before  him  he 
gave  supremacy  to  Aliuram- 
azda  who  embodied  the  hig- 
hest Justice.  Zarathustra  pr- 
eserved the  hierarchical  sy- 
stem of  f  unctions,  with  their 
nuanceg  and  sub — divisions. 
However,  instead  of  embod- 
ying them  in  autonomous 
gods  animated  by  mytholo- 
gy, he  made  of  them  abstr- 
act entities.  Long  before 
Jesus  Christ,  he  prohibited 
animal  sacrifice  and  the  mt- 
oxicating  drinking  of  haoma 
and  preached  that  Ahuram- 
azeda  demands  only  purity 
of  mind. 

One  thus  sees  how  far  this 
bold  thinker  soared.  Follow- 
ing him,  what  came  to  be 
called  Zorpasterianism  rea- 
ched a  compromise,  between 
traditional  belief  and  needs 
of  the  mass  faithful.  A  more 
or  less  ordinary  form  of  po- 
lytheism was  reborn  princip- 
ally in  Persia.  It  would  app- 
ear, moreover^  that  Zoroas- 
terian  reform  was  never  off- 
icially adopted,  during  the 
Achaemendean  epoch  by  the 
Persian  state  in  Western 
Iran 

VEDIC  PERIOD: 

As  far  as  India  is  concer- 
ned, its  most  ancient  langu- 
age, Vedic  Sanskrit,  remai- 
ned very  close  to  Avestic 
which  is  one  of  the  mo- 
st archaic  forms  of  Iranic 
languages.  The  Vedas,  whi- 
ch consist  of  hymns,  freque- 


ntly characterised  by  real 
poetic  value,  and  of  ritual 
formulas  for  the  saaifice, 
were  orally  fixed  in  this  la- 
nguage between  1500  a:id 
100  B.C. 

Many  vedic  utterances  are 
"nothing  but  the  expression 
of  an  irrepressible  urge  to 
expand     human  concious- 

ness". 

At  the  dawn  of  the  Vedic 
period,  about  the  13th  cent- 
ury B.C.  the  Afghan  passes 
spewed  the  Aryas  tribes  fo- 
rth into  India.  The  eastern- 
most vanguard  of  the  Indo- 
Iranians^  they  subjugated 
and  reorganised  the  sub — co- 
ntinent. The  structural  org- 
anisation probably  proceed- 
ed by  degrees.  It  was  ethni- 
cal massive  in  the  upper 
basin  of  the  Indus,  the 
Panjab.  It  achieved  languis- 
tic  dominance  ki  the  Gang- 
etic  world.  Even  ^n  the  sou- 
thern Deccan,  Aryan  India 
imposed  its  religious  and  so- 
cial system 

Remnants  of  the  pre-Ary- 
an  Dravidian  language  is 
however  stilj  spoken  ^  so- 
me 20,000  Brahms  in  the  re- 
mote southern  and  deserts 
of  today's  Afghanistan 

ACHAEMENIDS 

The  first  conquerers  of 
Afghanistan  known  to  histo- 
ry were  the  Achaemenids> 
Darius  I  recongised  the  se- 
mi— Iranic  character  of  this 
region.  Cyrous  the  Great 
(549—529  B.C.)  and  Darius 
(522--485  B.C.)  took  posse- 
ssion of  the  country  on  both 
sides  of  the  Hindu  Kush  and 
divided  it  into  two  satrapies 


776 


— Ganduara  and  Bactria. 

Two  centuries  later,  Ale- 
xander was  destined  to  do 
no  more  in  the  valley  of  the 
Indus  than,  reclaim  the  her- 
itage of  the  Great  Kings,  his 
predecessors.  The  true  imp- 
act of  the  Achaemenid  con- 
quest, however^  was  cultur- 
ral  rather  than  political. 

ALEXANDER 

Although  Alexander's  ex- 
pedition to  Central  Asia  and 
Northwest  India  (530—325 
B.C.)  as  only  a  raid,  it  left 
behind  in  Biactria,  between 
the  Oxus  and  the  Hindu  Ku- 
sh^  a  tenacious  Greek  settle- 
ment whose  chiefs,  having 
achieved  autonomy  from  the 
Greek  Seleucid  emperor,  pr- 
oceeded to  complete  the  wo- 
rk which  the  JVLacdonian  em- 
peror had  left  unfinished. 
For  two  centuries  (300  to 
100  B.C.)  the  Greek  colonis- 
ts maintained  in  central  As- 
ia a  Hellenised  culture  mar- 
ked by  oriental  and  local  tr- 
aits which  recent  excavati- 
ons have  just  started  to  rev- 
eal On  the  eastern  edge  of 
Bactria,  near  .a  village  call- 
ed Ai-Khanum  today,  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Kokcha, 
Oxus  rivers,  a  great  city  of 
this  Greeco  Bactarian  king 
dom  has  been  discovered. 
Large  haUs^  lined  with  stone 
columns  crowned  by  beauti- 
fully carved  floral  capitals, 
stone  sarcophgar,  statues 
and  Greek  inscriptions  and 
representation  of  divinities 
bear  withness  refined  civili- 
sation probably  destroyed 
by  central  Asian  nomadic 
invaders  at  the  end  of  the 


2nd  century  B.C.— in  which 
city  life  was  developed  on  a 
large  scale  and  where  Hell- 
enic religion  and  wisdom  pr- 
evailed. 

From  Bactria  these  Greek 
Kings  expanded  their  empi- 
re over  the  countries  south 
of  th?e  Hindu  Kusb  down  to 
northern  India,  from  Kapisa 
near  Kabul  to  Taxila  in  the 
Panjab  and  even  furthej:  ea- 
st. Through  them,  Hellenism 
travelled  down  the  old  road 
which  leads  into  the  heart  of 
the  Indian  world.  Thanks  to 
them.  Indie  culture  travell- 
ed up  the  old  road  and  ca- 
me face  to  face  with  Hell- 
enism. It  travelled  in  the 
form  of  the  first  universal 
religion  which  humanity 
has  known — Buddhism. 

ASOKA 

Returning  sick  at  heart 
from  the  bloodsheds  of  his 
martial  feats  in  eastern  In- 
dia, the  Emperor  Asoka  was 
converted  to  the  doctrine  of 
Buddha  and  gave  up  all  dr- 
eams but  those  of  spiritual 
conquest.  Some  two  centuri- 
es after  the  death  of  its  fo- 
under Buddhism  discovered 
in  the  person  of  tiie  Maurya 
king  a  most  fervent  propag- 
aindist.  To  every  part  of  his 
empire,  and  even  to  the  Gr- 
eek monarchs  of  the  west, 
he  sent  special  messengers 
w^hos  task  was  to  explain 
the  new  faith  and  establish 
moral  order.  He  had  the  ru- 
les of  Buddhism  engraved  on 
rocks  or  stone  pillars.  He  es- 
pecially cominended  to  the 
attention  of  his  religious  su- 
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pervisors  tlie  most  western 
part  of  his  empire  vvbicii  was 
Afghanistan  south  of  the 
Hindu  Kush.  Two  of  his  pi 
ous  edicts  have  been  disco- 
vered in  Kandahar  written 
in  both  Aramaic  axid  Greek. 

Another  Aramatic  stone 
inscription  has  been  found 
in  Laghman  mentioning  the 
old  trade  route  of  IJidia  and 
Tadmor  (Palmyra)  as  desti- 
nation. 

At  the  time  of  its  adopti- 
on in  the  Gandharic  plain 
and  the  valleys  of  the  righ- 
t—  bank  tributaries  of  the 
Indus  during  the  era  of  Aso- 
ka  and  the  Indo — Greeks, 
"Good  Law,  circumstances. 
But  retarded  in  its  progress 
by  the  Scythian  and  Parthi- 
an invasions,  it  did  not  take 
hold  in  Kapisi,  in  the  region 
of  Present— -day  Kabul,  un- 
til the  2nd  century  A.D.  On- 
ce it  had  done  so^  it  still  had 
a  third  stride  to  make  in  or- 
der to  cross  the  Hindu  Kush 
and  establish  itself  in  Bact- 
ria.  All  in  all,  Buddhism  to- 
ok nearly  tive  hundred  yea- 
rs to  spread  over  the  whole 
of  eastern  Afghanistan. 

GREECO  BUDDHIST  ART 
It  was  a  fateful  moment 
in  the  history  of  mankind 
when  Greek  beauty  and  In- 
dian piety  met  and  merged 
fraternally  somewhere  on 
the  old  road  which  possess 
along  the  borders  of  the  pr- 
se'nt  province  of  Peshawar. 
Then  some  indigenous  Hell- 
enised  artists,  converted  to 
Buddhism  but  not  to 
the    non — representational 


symbolism  to  which  the  scul- 
pture of  previous  Buddhist 
schools  had  been  confined, 
conceived  the  first  anthropo- 
morphic figure  of  the  Bud- 
dha depecting  the  Savior 
with  the  feature^  of  the  Ap- 
ollo. An  entire  Buddhist  ic- 
onography thereupon  sprang 
into  existence.  This  meeting 
of  the  great  Indian  sage  and 
the  god  of  Greek  poetry— 
the  first  assuming  the  appe- 
arance of  the  second  in  ord- 
er to  reval  himself  to  men 
is  properly  the  work  of  the 
old  route  at  the  crossroads 
of  Gandhara.  where  met  the 
high  way  that  runs  from  Ma 
gadha,  the  Buddhist  Holy 
Land  to  the  lower  Ganges, 
and  the  Seleucid  Royal 
Way  which  came  from  Hell- 
enised  Syria  and  JMesopota- 
mia  with  their  brilliant  Ca- 
pitals of  Antioch  on  the  Or- 
ontes  and  Seleucid  on  the 
Tigirs. 

KANISHKA 

The  Kushan  Dynasty  cov- 
ers a  little  less  than  five  ce- 
nturies, between  the  down- 
fall of  the  Greeco — ^Bactrian 
Kingdom  in  the  first  century 
B.C.  and  the  rise  of  the  Em- 
pire of  the  Ephtalites  at 
the  end  of  the  fourth  centu- 
ry A.  D.  The  founders  of 
the  Kushan  State  were  me- 
mbers a  confederacy  of  no- 
mad tribes,  speaking  an  Ea- 
st-Iranio  language,  coming 
from  the  oriental  borders 
of  the  Greeco — Bactrjan  ter- 
ritory. 

The  Kushans  united  Bac- 
tria  and  Sogdiona^  defeated 
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the  Parthians  and  the  Sakas 
in  the  west,  extended  their 
rule  over  the  Kabul  Valley 
and  Kashmir  to  the  south 
and  later  continued  to  exp- 
and their  domain  as  far  as 
Benares. 

The  Kushan  Empire  tra- 
ded with  all  neighbouring  st- 
ates, controlled  the  branches 
of  the  great  "Silk  Route  — 
from  China  through  the  Mi- 
ddle East  to  Europe —  and 
served  as  a  transit  land  in 
commercial  exchanges  bet- 
ween Rome  and  India, 

Between  the  hrst  and  the 
third  centuries  A.D.,  the  Ku- 
shan  Empire  played  an  im- 
portant role  in  the  expansi- 
on of  Buddhism.  Emperor 
Kanshka  (beginning  of  seco- 
nd century  A.D)  is  famous 
in  Buddhist  religious  litera- 
ture as  a  reformer.  The  re- 
formed Buddhism  was  to  be- 
come known  as  Mahayana, 
(the  great  Vehicle)  on  nor- 
thern Buddhism. 

One  of  Kushan  capitals 
was  a  Kapisi,  present— day 
Bagram  north  of  Kabul.  A 
visit  to  the  Kabul  Museum 
permits  us  to  uutiderstand 
the  artistic  complex  called 
Greece — Buddhist  which  de- 
veloped at  that  time  in  this 
region.  Dudng  the  reign  of 
Kanisbka,  the  Middle  East 
continued  to  be  open  to  the 
influence  of  Greek  civilisa- 
tion and  Greek  art,  and  to 
commercial  relations  with 
the  Roman  Empire. 
North  of  the  Hindu  Kush,  16 
kilometres  from  Pule  Khum- 
ri,  in  Surkh  Kotal  lies  a 
Kanishka  sanctuary  restor- 


ed under  his  successor  Hu- 
vishka.  A  little  trill  next  to 
the  sanctuary  is  still  called 
Kuhna  Masjid  (old  mosque 
or  old  temple)  today.  The 
monument  shows  the  Iranic, 
Indie,  and  Greek  influence 
on  the  local  civilsation  and 
does  not  deny  the  polytheis- 
tic character  of  its  religion, 
a  character  already  detected 
through  numismatics.  Four 
discovered  at  the  site  are 
the  only  ones  known  in  the 
Bactrian  language  and  show 
links  between  the  old  Aves- 
ta  and  today's  Pakhto  and 
Dari.  In  the  main  inscripti- 
on the  origin  of  the  name 
o£  the  20th  centuray  town 
of  Baghlan  is  preserved  in 
the  form  of  Bagol^ggo. 

The  crossroads  had  thus 
become  a  meeting  place  of 
religious  and  esthetics  at 
the  very  moment  at  which, 
at  this  crossroads,  had  been 
born  both  that  Indo— Irani- 
an mixture  called  Mahaya- 
na Buddhism  and  that  inco- 
inographic  mixture  called  Gr- 
eece—Buddhist,  art,  the  silk 
road,  running  up  into  the 
passes  of  the  Pamirs^  began 
to  give  Afghanistan'  even 
more  importance. 

A  CENTRE  OF  BUDDHISM 
Ancient  Afghanistan,  be- 
tween the  first  and  the  7th 
centuries,  was  a  dynamic 
propagator  of  Buddhist  lite- 
rature and  art  in  Chinese 
Turkestan  and  even  in  China 
itself.  The  Chinese  annuals 
show  missionaries  crossing 
the  Gobi  desert  from  oasis 
to  oasis  to  found  communit- 
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le^i  at  Lo—Yank  or  crossing 
the  seas  to  reach  Annam.  Th- 
ese were  monks  whose  point 
of  departure  had  been  Bal- 
kh,  Begram,  or  Nangarhar 
(Jalalabad).  The  Afghan  va- 
lleys were  thus  the  centre 
for  the  dispersion  of  the  id- 
eas and  the  esthetic  forms 
of  the  Indo  European  world 
throughout  the  entire  Far 
East.  The  influence  of  the 
frescoes  of  Bamian  and  of 
Kakrak  made  itself  felt 
as  far  as  Kyzyl,  as  far  as 
Turkman,  in  the  Chinese  Tu- 
rkestan indeed,  even  as  far 
as  Korea  and  Japan. 

Bamiani  lies  at  an  altitude 
of  something  more  than  8, 
200  feet.  It  is  situated  on 
the  old  route  from  India  to 
China  and  still  remains  a 
witness  to  the  golden  age  of 
Buddhism.  In  the  distance 
are  the  snowcovered  peaks 
of  the  Hindu  Kush:  all  aro- 
und lies  a  sparkling  valley 
gleaming  with  ocher,  golden 
and  roseate  tints,  which  en- 
ds in  a  steep  cliff  of  solid 
rock  pierced  with  many  ca- 
ves and  with  the  niches  that 
shelter  the  giganric  statues 
of  the  Bhddhas  one  of  them 
175,  and  the  other  115  feet 
high  both  carved  the  cliff. 

The  Chinese  pilgrim  Hie- 
uen  Tasang  mentions  "the 
several  dozen  monasteries 
and  the  several  thousand 
monks." 

ISLAMIC  AFGHANISTAN 
Afghanistan  has  been  an 
Islamic  country  for  more  th- 
an twelve  centuries  No  oth- 
er religion  ever  entered  in- 


to the  soul  of  the  country  in 
so  penetrating  and  perma- 
nent a  fashion  as  has  Islam. 

In  the  course  of  the  Islam- 
ic period,  the  stages  of  the 
moral  and  material  progre- 
ss of  Afghanistan  have  cor- 
responded to  those  of  the  re- 
ign of  piety  and  justice  en- 
forced by  the  laws  of  the  fi- 
rm religion. 

At  the  beginning  of  the 
seventh  century,  the  reign 
of  Khosrau  (Cyrous)  II  in 
Persia  coincided  with  the 
height  of  the  Sassanid  civ- 
ilisation.  But  the  harbingers 
of  decadence  were  rapidly 
increasing;  the  independen 
ce  of  the  nobility  grew  as  ra- 
pidly as  the  intolerance  of 
the  Zoroastrian  cleargy.  Fo- 
llowing the  death  of  Khosr- 
au, wars,  a  craze  of  spending 
and  the  turbulence  of  the 
feudal  lords  sapped  the  str- 
enght  of  the  Persian  Empire, 
and  a  dozen  phantom  empe- 
rors followed  one  another 
on  and  off  the  throne.  Gen- 
erals and  governors  organi- 
sed independent  urincapili- 
ties,  framenting  the  Empire 
and  condemning  it  to  dissol- 
ution. 

Abu— Bakr,  the  first  Cali- 
ph proclaimed  (634 — ^A.D.) 
after  the  Prophet  Mohamm- 
ed, and  Omar,  the  second 
Caliph  and  the  great  archit- 
ect of  Moslem  expansion^ 
accomplished  the  conquest  of 
Persia  (645).  The  wisdom 
piety  of  these  first  success- 
ors (Khalif)  of  the  Prophet 
were  demonstrated  in  the 
fore  bearance  and  understa- 
nding which  they  displayed 
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towards  the  conquered  pe- 
oples, towards  their  nationcij 
aspirations  and  social  needs. 
This  attitude  was  in  fact  a 
natural  consequence  of  the- 
ir faith  and  proved  to  be 
a  valuable  political  asset.  In 
their  first  encoimtres  with 
the  Persian  armies,  the  Ar- 
abs found  themselves  fa'^e 
to  face  with  a  people  grou- 
nd down  and  tyrannised  ov- 
er by  their  masters^  thirsti- 
ng for  equality  and  justice. 
Wherever  they  bore  their 
arms,  the  Moslems  behaved 
as  liberators,  messengers  of 
a  new  era  and  a  revolution- 
ary doctrine,  which  proclai- 
med the  nobility  of  Manki- 
nd, the  equality  of  all  men, 
and  the  abolition  of  cocial 
discrimination. 

Mass  coversions  took  pla- 
ce, owing  to  the  simplicity 
of  Islamic  ritual  as  contras- 
ted with  the  rigid  observa- 
nces of  the  Mazdean  rites 
and  to  the  purity  and  nobili- 
ty of  the  Islamic  faith  as  co- 
ntrasted with  the  gross  sup- 
erstition and  mythological 
dogmatism  preached  by  the 
Zoroastrian  priests  in  Pers- 
ia and  the  Buddhist  monks 
in  Afghanistan. 

In  712.  while  Tariq  was 
invading  Spain  and  Qota-i- 
ba,  was  entering  Transox- 
iana,  an  Arab  general  of 
less  than  twenty  years, 
Moham^mad  Qasim  revers- 
ing Alexander's  route  but 
unconsciously  following  his 
style  undertook  the  conqu- 
est of  the  Indus  Valley 
from  its  delta  northwards 


The  intrigues  of  the  court 
and  civil  wars  among  the 
Arab  dynasties  — already 
beginning  to  forget  the 
commandments  o[  Islam- 
were  among  the  causes 
which  contributed  to  the  fo- 
undering of  this  expedition, 
which  menaced  the  domains 
of  the  Shah  of  Kabul 

NATIONAL  DYNASTIES 
Not  long  afterwards  the 
Caliph's  governors  began  to 
proclaim  autonomy  in  the 
name  o%  Islam  for  the  diffe 
rent  provinces  of  the  Arab 
Empire. 

The  first  principality  to 
be  formed  within  the  Aba 
ssid  Empire  was  that  of  the 
Tahirds  (814-  -973)  in  Khor- 
asan,  in  the  west  of  Afgha- 
nistan.Taher  II  made  in  Nish- 
apur  the  leading  astronomi- 
cal centre  of  the  Orient. 

Yakub—Laith,  the  Satfar- 
id  made  himself  master  of 
Seistan  (862)  and  wrested 
Khorasan  from  tl^f^  Tahirid 
emirs  (T83).  He  vvent  on  to 
annex  Bamian  (870)  and  th 
en  Kabul,  where  one  of  the 
Buddhist  kings  (defeated  at 
Kapisa,  60  kilometres  north 
of  Kabul,  by  the  Moslem  ar- 
my of  Khorasan)  and  trans- 
ferred his  capital  in  792.  ^ 

Thenceforth,  the  three  ci- 
ties which  mark  Yakub  — 
bin— Laith's  route  of  conqu- 
est, KabuL  Ghazni,  and  Ka- 
ndahar were  destined  to 
assume  ever— increasing  im- 
portance. 

The  emirs  of  the  Samanid 
who  had  received  Tra- 
nsoxiana      Bukhara,  and 
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Sajnarkand  from  Caliph  Ma' 
niun,  became  the  guardians 
of  the  Realm  of  Islam  and 
of  Moslem  civilisation  agai- 
nst invasion  from  Central 
Asia.  They  annexed  the  for- 
mer Safarid  emirate  of  Kh- 
orasan  and  Seistan.  Their  re- 
alm contained  the  most  bri- 
lliant seats  of  Arabic  and 
Persian  letters  and  of  Mosl 
em  science:  Bukhara  the  Sa- 
manid  capital  Samarkand; 
Balkh,  Merv  Nishapur. 

Samanid  Transoxiana  was 
a  remarkable  centre  of  phi- 
losophical studies,  whose  ex- 
emple  was  Tbn  Sina  (Avinc- 
enna),  bom  at  Bukhara,  in 
980.  Writing  primarily  in 
Arabic,  Tbn  Sina  revived  Ar- 
istotelian science  in  the  Ori- 
ent. He  profited  from  the 
great  library  that  the  Sama- 
nids  had  collected  jit  Bukh- 
ara, around  which  there  gr- 
ew up  a  great  school  of  wr- 
iters and  scholars.  Mansur 
gave  Bari  literature  its  first 
prose  work  when  he  ordered 
his  minister  Balami  to  have 
translated  from  the  Arabic 
two  classic  compositions  of 
Tabari:  his  historical  chron- 
icle and  his  commentary  on 
the  Holy  Koran.  The  flouri 
shing  of  Dari  poetry  bad  pr- 
eceded the  birth  of  Dari  pr 
ose.  Bodaki  (d.  940),  throu- 
rt^h  hij5  talent  and  influence, 
dominated  the  numerous  ly- 
ric ooets  of  his  age.  Daoiqi 
of  Balkh  i?ave  the  impetus 
to  epic  poetry  in  Ws  depic- 
tions of  the  high    deeds  of 
the  ancient  kings. 

The  remnants  of  Haji-Py- 
ada  nine— dome  mosque  in 


Balkh  witness  today  the  gr- 
andeur of  the  simplicity  of 
this  period's  art  ^nd  archit- 
ecture. 

THE  GHAZNAVID 

EMPIBE 

The  Ghaznavid  dynasty, 
one  of  the  mpst  important 
in  Aighan  history  was  lor- 
unded  at  Ghazni  ijn  962.  The 
Emperor  Mahmoud,  one  of 
the  mo^t  inspiring  epic  fig- 
ures in  Oriental  history  ca- 
me to  the  throne  of  Ghazni, 
in  993.  At  that  moment  the 
Samanid  empire  had  found- 
ed.   Mahmoud  conquered 
Khorasan  and  turned  east 
towards  India.  His  principal 
opponent  was  the  Rajah  of 
the  Panjab    from  whom,  in 
the  year  1000  he  took  the 
district  of  Multan.  Following 
that  victory,  he  assumed  the 
style  of  Sultan.  In  1008,  a 
great  coalition  of  Hindu  po- 
tentates of  the  Indo— Gang- 
etic  world  took  shape  agai- 
nst him.  He  vanquished  th- 
em with  ease.  Thenceforth 
scarcely  a  year  passed  wit- 
hout victorious  expedition 
into       the       valley  of 
the    Indus    or  the  western 
basin  of    the    Ganges,  in 
Malva  or  in  Gujerat.  In 
1021,       he       carried  the 
torch  of  Islam  into  Kashmir 
and  in  1026  the  temple  of 
Shiva  at  Somanath  in  Gujer^ 
at  fell  into  his  hands. 

Afghanistan  has  been  tr- 
ue to  its  historic  vocation. 
It  has  carried  into  India  the 
message  of  the  Reign  of  the 
One  God,  the  glad  tidings  of 
the  fraternity  and  equality 
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of  all  men,  without  any  dis- 
tinction...The  Islamisation  of 
rndia  has,  without  doubt, 
been  the  most  radical  and 
the  most  significant  Revolu- 
tion which  the  subcontinent 
has  known  in  the  course  of 
many  millenia  of  history  si- 
nce the  Aryan  invasion. 

The  induction  of  a  new  vi- 
rile faith,  Islam,  far  from  hi- 
ndering the  flow  of  the  Ind- 
ian traditional  thought,  only 
imported  a  new  vigour  and 
urgency  to  the  message  of 
religious  tolerance  to  rhe 
efforts  aimed  at  the  "erasi- 
ng, in  as  many  forms  as  po- 
ssible, the  dividing  line  bet- 
ween communities  and  cul- 
tures". (Dr.  Mujeeb). 

To  the  north,  the  Sultan 
carried  his  arm^  into  Trans- 
oxiana,  which,  in  1023,  lec 
ognised  him  as  suzerain.  In 
Iran  shortly  afterwards,  he 
took  from  the  Buyid  dynasty 
Iraq-i-Ajami  the  province  of 
Ray  (near'  the  Tehran  of  to- 
day),  and  Isfahan.  All  this 
accomplished,  he  found  him- 
self at  the  head  of  an  imm- 
ense empire  based  upon  Af 
ghanistan  and  comprising 
simultaneously  the  territo- 
ries of  present-day  Iran  and 
Northwest  India.  He  adorn- 
ed Ghazni,  the  city  of  the 
Afghan  mountains,  which 
had  suddenly  become,  thro- 
ugh him,  one  of  the  capitals 
of  Asia. 

Excavations  have  brought 
to  light  the  remains  of  the 
Palace  of  Masud  III  who  re- 
igned from  1099  to  1115.  A'n 
inscription  in  Dari  verse  250 
metres  in  lenght  which  cov- 
ers the  facades  of  the  main 


court  built  in  1112  is  carved 
in  flourished  archaic  kufic 
characters;  it  celebrates  the 
Ghaznavids'  victorious  feats 
in  India  and  appeals  to  the 
epic  tradition  and  the  belie- 
fs of  Islam.  Among  other  di- 
scoveries in  Ghazni,  lustred 
metal  bears  witness  to  high- 
pottery  which  reflects  like 
ly  sophisticated  daily  life. 

Six  kilometres  irom  the 
city  of  Bost  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Helmand  near  what 
is  now  Girishk,  Mahmud  bu- 
ilt the  majestic  palace  and 
the  market  town  of  Lashka- 
rgah,  which  his  son,  Masud 
enlarged.  These  impressive 
riuns  long  unknown,  were 
discovered  in  1948  and  exca 
vated  in  subsequent  years. 

Two  minarets  in  Ghazni 
with  Kufic  inscription  in  cut 
— brick  belong  to  Masoud 
ITT  and  Bahram  Shah.  A  fine 
example^  of  brick  minaret  of 
Zadian  near  Daulatabad  no- 
rtheast of  Balkh,  dedicated 
by  a  vizir  of  the  Seljuk  Sult- 
an. San  jar  in  1108  a.d. 

Today,  the  splendour  th- 
at was  Ghazni  and  Lashkar- 
gah  lies  in  ruins.  These  cit- 
ies were  devastated  bv  fire 
and  destruction  during  wars 
waged  by  the  Ghorid  chiefs. 
The  famuos  Grand  Mosque 
of  Ghazni  has  disat)peared 
but  some!  tombs  and  numer- 
ous decorative  fragments  re- 
main on  this  site  show  the 
development  of  art  under 
thd  Ghaznavid  empire.  The 
sumptuous  frescoes  of  the 
audience  hall  of  Mahmoud's 
palace  in  Lashwargah  (now 
in  Kabul  Museum)  depicting 
the  personal  guard  of  the 
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Sultan  show  how  the  Mosl- 
em ruler^  preserved  the 
heritage  of  the  Irano—Bud- 
dhist,  Nesotorian  and  Mani- 
chean  school^  of  art.  By  the 
middle  of  the  12th  century 
when  the  Ghorid^  destroyed 
Ghazni.  Ghaznavid  art  had 
become  Indo-Moslem  arc  and 
had  already  reached  India 
where  it  was  destined  to  flo 
urish  for  hundreds  of  years. 

Under  the  Ghaznavids,  sc- 
holars like  Abu— Rayhan  Bi- 
runi  and  Hasan  Maimandi 
(from  what  is  now  jMaiwand, 
near  Bost)  produced  hnport- 
ant  literary  works.  Firdausi, 
from  Tus  (Khor.asan),  the  gr- 
eatest poet  of  the  Pari  lan- 
guage, dedicated  the  Shah 
nama,  o'ne  of  the  masterpi- 
eces of  world  literature,  to 
Sultan  Mahmud.  The  author 
of.  tins  epic  poem  was  expos- 
ed to  the  jealousy  of  the  co- 
urt; Unsuri^  one  of  t?ie  cre- 
ators of  the  panegyiic,  whp 
was  also  a  moralist  Farrok- 
hi,  of  Seistan^  sensitive  and 
powerful  poet.  Manuchehri, 
who  has  been  compared  to 
Ronsard,  and  many  others. 
I'll  poetic  language,  they  de- 
scribed the  great  ciuilisation 
which  was  the  subject  of 
the  more  prosaic  style  of  su- 
ch chroniclers  as  Atabi,  Ga- 
rdezi,  and  Baihaqi,  and  whi- 
ch is  symbolized  today  by 
the  ruins  in  Ghazi  and  Bost. 
During  the  same  period,  ph- 
ilosophic poetry  found  a  po- 
werful interpreter  in  N^ser 

Khosrau  the  author  of  ma- 
♦ 

ny  poems  and  didactic  treat- 
ies. 

The  Ghorid  dynasty  em- 
erging from  the  mountains 


of  central  Afghanistan  de- 
feated the  Ghaznavid^  and 
contributed  to  the  further 
Islamisation  of  the  northern 
par  of  the  Indo— Pakistani 
sub—  continent  and  patron- 
ised a  brilliant  civilisation 
in  the  12th  and  part  of  the 
13th  centuries. 

The  only  vestige  of  the  Gh 
orid  capital  of  Feroz  Koh  is 
the  splendid  minaret  of  Jam 
near  Chesht  east  of  Herat, 
dedicated  by  Sultan  Ghias 
uddin  1153—1203.  The  min- 
aret soars  Up  to  a  stunning 
height  Of  more  than  60  met- 
res— three  transconical  sh- 
afts on  an  octagonal  base. 

The  strong  but  elegant  st- 
ructure is  entirely  covered 
with  a  rich  decorative  tape- 
stry made  of  bricks  and  st- 
ucco, where  geomertic  and 
floral  designs  ornamented 
by  Kufic  script  contain  an 
embroidery  of  subtly  intri- 
cate patterns. 

A  frieze  of  blue  enamell- 
ed bricks  around  the  top  of 
the  first  shaft  announces 
the  decoration  in  faience 
(kashi)  which  prevailed  on 
the  monuments  of  Timurid 
period  15th  and  16th  centu- 
ry (mausoleum  of  Gawhar 
Shah  and  Herat  minarets). 
The  Jam  minaret  is  the  hig- 
hest in  this  part  of  the  wor- 
ld after  the  Kalan  mosque  of 
Bokhara  (65  metres),  bulit 
earlier,  and  the  Qutb  Minar 
of  Delhi  (73  m.)  built  later. 

In  the  11th  century,  reli- 
gious and  mystic  themes  be- 
gan to  inform  the  works 

of  a  number  of  poets.  Pens- 
ive Writers  of  primarily  re- 
ligious education  won  a  pl- 
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ace  in  literature  as  a  result 
their  feeling  for  3tyle 
and  harmony. 

Such  was  particularly  the 
case  with  Khaja  Abdullah 
Ansari,  the  patron  saiiit 
of  the  city  of  Herat  and  gr- 
eat exponent  of  Islamic  sp- 
rit ual  thought  as  well  as 
with  Iris  compatriot  and  co- 
ntemporary, Hojwiii,  buried 
in  Lahore. 

Later,  in  the  12th  century, 
the  moralist^  Nizami-Aruzi 
and  the  great  Sufi  Sanayi  of 
Ghazni  contributed,  like  so 
many  others,  to  the  constru- 
ction of  Islamic  culture,  the 
common  heritage  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  region  of  Asia. 

Sufism  found  its  fullest 
development  in  the  13th  ce- 
ntury througn  the  Khorasa- 
ni  Attar,  and  the  author  of 
the  Mathnawi,  one  of  the 
masterpieces  of  world  liter- 
ature, Maulana  Jalaluddin 
of  Balkh,  who  emigra- 
ted to  live  and  die  (1273)  at 
IConia  in  Turkey. 

MONGOL  INVASIOxNf 

The  first  half  of  the  13th 
century  was  characterised 
by  the  Mongol  devastation 
GhengMs  Khan's  campaign 
in  Khorasan  1221-1222  left 
in  ruins  the  beautifal  cities 
of  Bokhara,  Samarkind,  Ba- 
Ikh,  Herat  Ghazni  and  Nish 
apur.  The  destruction  was 
dreadful  and  was  accompan- 
ied by  borrifying  atrocities. 
Following  this  incursion  the 
conqueror  returned  to  Cent- 
ral Asia^  leaving  behind  him 
Afghanistan  and  northern 
Iran  in  ashes.  Following  the 
ephemeral  restoration  of  the 


Khorezmian  sultanate,  the 
Mongols  speedily  returned^ 
massacring,  pillaging  and 
exacting  recognition  of  the 
domination  exerte^  by  the 
commenders  of  the  armies 
of  occupation.  They  not  only 
put  the  cities  to  the  torch 
and  razed  them  to  the  grou- 
nd, but  also  annihiated  their 
cultures  through  destroying 
the  canals  wd  burning  the 
seed.  The  disappearance  of 
the  dams  and  irrigation  net- 
works turned  prosperous 
and  blooming  regions  into 
deserts  where  nothing  has 
grown  to  this  day. 

Not  much  later,  Timerla- 
me,  during  the  thirty— five 
years  of  his  reign,  subjuga- 
ted all  of  Central  Asia.  At 
first  he  deposed  the  various 
provincial  dynasties  into  w^h- 
ich,  following  the  disappea- 
rance of  the  Mongol  khans, 
the  country  had  been  divid- 
ed (under  the  Afghan  dyna 
sty  of  the  Karts  in  Herat), 
not  failing  to  perpetrate  an- 
ywhere hideous  massacres 
which  left  Jnute  witness  in 
pyramids  of  human  needs. 

HERAT  METROPOIIS 

The  Timurid  dynasy  of  He- 
rat was  found  by  one  of  the 
younger  sons  of  the  conque- 
ror (1404)  Shah  Rukh^  who 
had  received  Khorasan  as 
hi3  portion  and  who  reigned 
there  from  1409  to  1446.  He 
displayed  exceptional  capa- 
city as  a  ruler.  He  establish- 
ed his  capital  at  Herat  and 
made  his  son,  UJugh  Beg,  vi- 
ceroy of  Samarkand.  Under 
the  enlightened  administra- 
tion of  Shah  Rukh  and  Ul- 
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ugh  Beg,  Kborasan  and  Tra~ 
nsoxiana,  not  only  healed 
the  wound  left  hy  the  wars 
of  conquest,  but  reached  a 
high  state  of  prosperity.  The 
last  Timurid  of  great  distin- 
ction was  Hussain  JBaiqara, 
who  reigned  at  Herat  from 
1468  to  1505.  His  minister. 
Ali  Sher  N^wai,  was  one  of 
the  most  disceming  art  pat- 
rons of  the  Timurid  renais3- 
ance  and  a  writer  in  classi- 
cal eastern  Turkic. 

The  progress  of  painting 
was  an  important  aspect  of 
this  Moslem  renaissance  ajid 
was  characterised  by  the  pr- 
oduction of  miniatures  espe- 
cially from  Herat.  The  mini- 
aturists portrayed  with  tend- 
er humility  .and  infinite  de- 
light in  creation:  the  rocks, 
the  flowers,  the  trees,  the 
animals.  They  reflected  ^11 
humanity  in  all  its  conditio- 
ns, and  occupations.  With 
the  same  loving  care 
they  drew  all  the  pleasing 
productions  of  the  human 
hand :  the  buildings  with  th- 
eir pure  lines  dressed  in  col- 
oured tile  costly  ceramics, 
and  sumptuous  carpets.  The- 
ir symphonies  of  colour  were 
frequently  arbitrary— hors- 
es, for  example,  were  shown 
in  rose  or  blue.  But  the  col- 
ours were  so  harmonious, 
pure,  and  sparkling  that  th- 
eir works  hardly  seem  to  be- 
long to  this  poor  world.  The 
masters  of  Herat— in  parti- 
cular, Behzad  (d.  15 — 
33),  and  his  pupil.  Sultan 
Mohamjnad  —were  adept  at 
uniting  a  refinement  of  co- 


lour with  a  sensitivity  and 
precision  m  design  at  a  time 
wnen  tne  contemporary  ma- 
sters ot  the  Western  jtienas- 
issance  were  prescripmg  ot- 
iieiq  formuias  relating  desi- 
gn to  colour.  The  scnool  ot 
Herat  lived  on  m  ine  piriistic 
world  of  Isiam  in  the  ^ata- 
vid  school  oi:  Iran.  JElgypt. 
Turkey  and  the  Jndia  of  the 
Great  Moghuis. 

A  gre^Jt  name  in  literatu- 
re — that  of  the  pious  J  ami 
—adorned  the  close  of  the 
15th  century  and  set  the  seat 
upon  the  era  of  Dari  classi- 
cal literature.  The  minister 
Ali  Sher  N.awai  and  the  gr- 
eat Mir  ELhwand  were  his  ir- 
iends. 

MOGHUL  EMIPHE 

At  the  beginning  of  the 
16th  century,  while  the  lig- 
ht of  the  Timurid  dynasty 
of  Herat  was  flickering  out, 
Babur^  a  direct  descendant 
of  Tamerlame,  took  Kabul 
made  it  his  capital,  and  we- 
nt on  to  conquer  India,  wh- 
ere he  founded  the  dynasty 
of  the  Great  Moghuis  (1526) 
who  also  ruled  eastern  Af- 
ghaioistaiL 

Pashto  hterature  made  sp- 
ectacular progress  with  the 
voluminous  work  of  the  ge- 
nial Khushal  Khan  Khatak 
(1613—1689).  His  most  fam- 
ous odds  from  the  large  co- 
x'ps  of  poetry  be  wrote  are 
still  on  the  lips  of  the  peop 
le  and  his  poetry  and  prose 
writing  on  subjects  ranging 
from  religion  and  philosop- 
phy  to  love  and  support  and 
contemporary  history  are 
still  read.  The  patriotic  foc- 
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us  of  his  poet-warrior  is  in- 
spired by  his  oppositloja  to 
the  Moghuls  rule  and  his 
pride  in  the  honour  of  the 
Afghanistan  is  a  pioneer  of 
Afghanistan  contemporary 
'nationalism. 

Another  highly  esteemed 
poet  of  Pashtp  was  Rahman 
Babab,  a  contemporary  of 
KhushaFs  grandson,  Afzal. 
His  poetry  is  tinged  with  su- 
iism  and  is  mainly  moralis- 
tic and  religious  in  charact- 
er. 

While  Easterji  Afghanist- 
an became  a  distant  provi- 
nce of  the  Empire  of  Delhi, 
the  Afghans,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mir  Wais  Ho- 
taki,  succeeded  in  liberaring 
the  western  part  of  their 
country  from  the  domina- 
tion of  the  Safvadis  whose 
empire  in  Iran  itself  was 
brought  to  an  end  (1722)  by 
the  Afghan  occupation.  The 
expansion  of  the  Afghan 
state  was  temporarily  stop- 
ped (1737—1782)  by  the  Kh- 
orasanian  conqueror  Nadir 
Afshar,  who  ranged  as  far 
as  Delhi  and  there  received 
the  submission  of  the  Mog- 
hul  court. 

THE  NEW  AFGHAN 
STATE 

Nadir  Afshar  was  assassi- 
nated by  his  Persian  office- 
rs. Following  his  death^  Ah- 
mad Shah  of  the  Sadozai 
clan,  was  elected  as  primus 
inter  pares  the  monarch  of 
the  Afghans  at  a  Jirgah  ga- 
thering of  tribal  chieftains 
when  a  holy  hand  took  an 
ear  of  wheat  in  bis  hand 


and  placing  it  on  Atmiad^ 
head,  crowned  him  wjth  this 
symbol  (1747)  Ahmad  Shah 
iounded  a  powerful  empire 
which  stretched  Xrom  the  no- 
rthern most  boundaries  of 
Khorasan  to  the  Ganges  pl- 
ain A  great  soldier  and  exc- 
ellent administrator  a  pat- 
ron of  both  Pakhto  and  Dari 
literature,  he  was  the  auth- 
or of  the  country's  political 
renaissance  and  the  true  fo- 
under of  the  modern  Afghan 
state. 

Following  his  death,  (17- 
73),  his  son  Timur  Shah  wo- 
rked to  strenghten  the  cen- 
tral power.  He  transferred 
his  capital  from  Kandahar 
to  Kabul,  where  he  is  buri- 
ed. However,  his  efforts  bore 
no  fruit  and,  under  the  rei- 
gn of  Zaman  Shah,  the  Sad- 
ozai monarchy,  attached  by 
the  Iranian  in  the  west  and 
by  the  Sikhs  (alied  with  the 
the  British  since  1806)  in  the 
east  lots  its  eastern  possess- 
ions. 

Afghan  unity  was  re-esta- 
blished in  1834  by  Amir  Do- 
st Mohammad^  chief  of  the 
Mohammadzai  clan. 

THE  AFGHAN  BRITISH 
WARS 

In  1832  the  British  gover 
nment  sent  Sir  Alexander 
Bnirnes  from  India  to  Kabul 
to  "test  friendship  the  Briti 
sh  might  form  in  the  regi- 
on". A  military  expedition 
sent  by  the  British  was  com- 
pelled to  retreat  into  India 
in  1841  leaving  Sir  William 
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MacNaugbton,  backed  by 
garrisons  in  Kabul,  Ghazni, 
and  Kandahar  to  support 
the  pro-British  Shah  Shuja 
against  whom  the  Afghans 
revolted.  He  was  lent  supp- 
ort by  the  British  forces  but 
lost  his  life  as  had  Burnes 
(1841),  and  an  enf:ire  regim- 
ent (January  1842),  an  eve- 
nt recorded  in  British  as  a 
great  catastrophe. 

Later  Amir  Sher  Ali,  an 
enlightened  monarch,  refu- 
sed to  agree  'to  British  ter- 
ms. He  chose,  the  only  cou. 
rse  left  to  him :  to  "negotiate 
with  Russia.  The  British  sent 
an  army  to  occupy  Quetta 
and  a  British  agent  to  Gil  git 
and  declared  war  against 
Afghanistan,  attacking  Ka- 
bul from    different  routes. 
Sher  Ali  had  to  retreat.  In 
1879  the  British  garrison  in 
Kabul  was  attached  by  the 
patriots.  Amir  Ya'kub  Khan, 
Sher  All's  son^  was  captured 
by  General  Roberts  and  se- 
nt as  a  state  prisoner  to  In- 
dia, Ya'kub's  broher  Sardar 
Ayub  carried  on  the  war  ag- 
ainst the  invaders,  foguht 
gallantly  the  Maiwand  ba- 
tle  but  finally  he  too  was 
defeated. 

National  sentiments  vreve 
widely  and  effectively  exp- 
ressed by  Sayed  Jamaluddin 
(born  in  1838  in  Asad— Ab- 
ad  in  Kunar  and  died  in  Co- 
nstantinople in  1897)  who 
travelled  to  India,  Iran,  Tu- 
rkey; and  Arab  countries 
where  he  is  venerated  und- 
er the  name  al— Afghani.  A 
prominent  scholar  of  Islam 
and  a  flamboyant  anticolon 


lahst,  antiabsolutist  agitator 
he  clashed  with  Moslem  Mck 
Mrchs  of  his  time  in  his 
own  country  .as  well  as  in 
Turkey  and  Iran.  In  an  ex- 
change of  polemics  in  Paris 
(1883)  with  the  French  sch- 
olar    Ernest    Renan  he 
refuted  the  latter  s  views  on 
the  incompatibility  of  Islam 
with  modern  science  and  pro- 
gress. He  is  the  founder  of 
Moslem  modernism  and  a 
Pioneer  of  the  Afro-Asian 
freedom  movement. 

Modern  Afghanistan  to- 
ok shape  between  1884  and 
1919.  The  consolidation  of 
the  central  power  was  ace 
omDlisbed  as  a  result  of  the 
politician  genius  displayed 
by  Amir  Abdur  Rahman  Kh- 
an, who  reigned  from  1880 
to  1901. 

British  military  expediti- 
ons, which  were  always  met 
by  the  Afghans  v/ith  effect- 
ive resistance  resulted  in 
the  removal  from  the  direct 
authority  of  the  Afghan  st- 
te  of  millions  of  Afghans  lb 
vmg  west  of  the  Indus  Riv- 
er,  as  we  read  in  the  Durand 
Agreement  imposed  on  the 
Amir  in  1895. 

Modern  education  made 
its  first  step  under  Amir  Ha- 
bibullah  Siraj;  under  bis  re- 
ign modem  ideas  began  to 
develop.  A  writer  and  jour- 
nalist Mahmud  Tarzi  who 
had  Uved  in  earlier  years  in 
Constantinople  and  Damas- 
cus, contributed  to  this  poll- 
tical  and  cultural  developm- 
ent. During  the  third  Anglo- 
Afghan  War  (1919),  the  ar- 
my of  General  Mohammad 
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Nadir  won  a  major  battle 
while  facing  the  armies  of 
the  British  India,  London  fi- 
nally recognised  the  end  of 
its  de  facto  protection  of  Af- 
ghatiistan  and  the  right  of 
the  Kabul  government  to 
maiiitaiJi  diplomatic  relati- 
ons with  the  great  powers 
of  the  world. 

STRUGGLE  FOR 
PROGRESS : 

Kirig  Amanullah's  nine  ye- 
ar reign  was  a  period  of  ma- 
jor and  far  reachin;|  refer 
ms.  His  first  reform  measu- 
res were  in  the  field  of  ed 
u cation.  In  addition  to  Tur- 
kish and  Muslim  Indian  tea- 
chers, French  and  German 
teachers  were  asked  to  work 
in  Afghanistan  while  young 
Afghanans  were  sent  to  st- 
ndy  in  France  and  Germany. 

This  orientation — as  pract- 
iced in  a  country  being  the 
classical  crossroads  of  Asia- 
had  a  major  impact  on 
the  shaping  of  the  Afghan 
intellectual  and  cultural  ha- 
rkground : 

The  European  influen- 
ce was  therefore  intr- 
oduced in  Afghanistan,  not 
in  the  same  way  as  in  a  for- 
mer British  colony  but  being 
based  on  a  "continental"  ap 
proach.  This  along  with  the 
cultural  exchanges  being, 


since,  developed  with  Tur- 
key, Iran  and  Arab  countri- 
es--decisiveiy  detached  Af- 
ghanistan from  the  domain 
of  the  nearby  British  colon- 
ial type  cultural  and  admin- 
istrative approach  and  fur- 
ther contributed  to  consoli- 
date the  prevailing  ^'moder- 
nistic" Middle  Eastern  cha- 
racter of  the  country  in  its 
ways  of  dealings  with  the 
contemporary  world  and  to 
day's  problems.  On  the  oth- 
er hand  the  heritage  of  ela- 
borated historical  contacts 
with  India  and  the  spiritual 
and  cultural  links  with  the 
Muslims  of  India  along  with 
the  major  economic  and  tra- 
de links,  remained    as  the 
only  but  effective  basis  of 
expanded  relationship  with 
the  Indo-Pakistani  subconti- 
nent. 

Under  King  /Vmanullah, 
a  "jeune  turc"  indealistic 
approach  characterised  the 
reforms  in  legislation  finan- 
ces, administration,  econom 
ic  and  cultural  fields. 

Progress  was  interrupted 
by  a  brief  but  serious  unre^ 
st  in  1929,  but  was  rescued 
under  the  reign  of  His  Ma- 
jesty Late  Mohammad  Nad- 
ir Shah  (1929—1933).  His 
son  Mohammad  Zahlr  was 
dethroned  on  July  17,  1973. 
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